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Mission
The Northern Gulf of Mexico Sentinel 
Site Cooperative will improve 
integration, translation, and transition 
of coastal data and research products in 
the northern Gulf of Mexico for 
application by regional and local 
resource managers, scientists, and 
community leaders for adaptation to 
sea-level rise (SLR) and coastal 
inundation.



PLACE: SLR will foster a network of individuals 
and organizations working to enhance 
resilience to coastal inundation under rising 
sea levels in a changing climate. 

It will increase access to and application of 
relevant research, stimulate dialogue around 
vulnerabilities and adaptation strategies, and 
provide resources that facilitate resilience and 
mitigation actions. 

These goals will be achieved by working 
directly with stakeholders across the coastal 
northern Gulf of Mexico to identify critical gaps 
and address them by leveraging the resources 
and expertise of the network.

Mission



Purpose
The purpose of PLACE: SLR is to increase resilience to climate change 
along the northern Gulf of Mexico. The program will focus on resilience 
issues related to water and a changing climate – specifically sea-level 
rise, which compounds inundation and extreme rainfall events to 
generate a plethora of coastal flooding hazards. Hazards include but 
are not limited to hurricanes, nuisance flooding, erosion, coastal 
habitat degradation and loss, saltwater intrusion, and stormwater 
flooding. Increased resilience will be accomplished by identifying and 
addressing needs of coastal decision-makers and stewards of the built 
and natural environments.



Geography

This geography was selected given the similarity in 
landscape and anticipated SLR impacts.



Focus Areas & Goals
• Healthy Coastal Ecosystems

• Protected, enhanced or restored

• Management applies sound science 
and tools

• Resilience Communities & 
Economies
• Knowledge of changing conditions and 

risks enhances community well-being

• Environmental Literacy & Workforce 
Development
• An environmentally literate public

• Diverse and skilled workforce



Sounds nice… how
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Approach
• Identify gaps and needs

• Identify priorities

• Identify objectives & actions 
to address in the coming 
two years

• Meet every other year to 
review progress, network, 
identify collaboration 
opportunities etc.



PLACE
Stakeholders

• Built & natural environment 
stewards

• Focus of translation

• Support in SLR action

Advisory Committee

• Subset of stakeholders

• Come to annual meetings

Implementation 
Committee

• Small group

• Facilitate action

• Integrate outputs & 
outcomes

Collaborators

• Researchers

• Technical support

• Engage specific 
stakeholders 

Management Team

• Representatives from Sea 
Grant

• Integral to funding and 
reporting

Staff

• Implement activities and 
address gaps

• Coastal Climate Resilience 
Specialist

• Others as needed

Network



Our Current Staff

Renee Collini
Coastal Climate 
Resilience  Specialist Sara Martin

Wetlands Specialist

Mikaela Heming
Project Coordinator

Sonia Vedral
Education Coordinator

Carey Schafer
NAS Science Policy Fellow



Fate of Different Projects & Efforts
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SSC Projects Wrapping Up
• Resilience to Future Flooding

• Videos
• Small grants

• Sea-Level Rise in the Classroom
• SLR Basics
• Natural solutions
• Ordinances
• Community planning

• NGOM+N2E2
• Economic impact of changing surge
• Benefit of management on barrier island
• Hydro-MEM expanded
• New DEM
• … and much more!
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PLACE Projects
• Environmental Literacy 

Program

• Legal Analysis
• Exploring road responsibilits

• Roll out of N2E2 Data 
Products

• ???????? – whatever else 
y’all tell us we need!
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Enhanced Resilience

• Looking for partners in the 
Eastern Panhandle for 
community connection 
dialogues and Pop-Ins! 

• Please reach out to 
r.collini@placeslr.org! 

mailto:r.collini@placeslr.org


PLACE Projects
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Program

• Legal Analysis
• Exploring road responsibilities

• Roll out of N2E2 Data 
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How to Get Involved!
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Stay Connected
• Website – www.placeslr.org

• Twitter 

• Newsletter

Inside the Newsletter
• Feature Stories

• Toolbox

• Relevant Science

• Funding Opportunities

• Data Connections

http://www.placeslr.org/


Advisory Committee
• Low effort – once a year meeting 

• Great opportunity to network

• Direct energy to your needs

Virtual Workshops – Register Now!
•Mornings of August 24 & 25
•https://bit.ly/PLACESLR2021

•Sign up for updates via our newsletter!

https://bit.ly/PLACESLR2021


Project Teams
• All projects are collaborative

• Technical expertise

• End-user needs

• Visualization capabilities

• Lots of ways to contribute
• Help identify and pursue funding streams

• Serve on advisory groups

• Serve on project implementation teams

• Anyone can act on the gaps and needs! 



Any questions?!?!
Renee Collini –r.collini@placeslr.org

mailto:–r.collini@placeslr.org
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