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Commitment to Corrective Actions
[bookmark: _Int_IRCXbI5y][bookmark: _Int_amO8plBZ]In Section 5, a description of how the available and new information will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of the Phase 1 RAP for North Biscayne Bay was provided.  This section discusses the commitment to corrective action based on the assessments in this RAP and, if needed, adaptive management actions based on the results of the assessment to modify the RAP to achieve the goals of the plan. It is important to note, however, that this overall Biscayne Bay RAP will be structured over 5 separate but connected phases.  In each phase there will be an opportunity to re-visit portions of previous phases to adjust analyses, results, and implementation based on newer research and information. Therefore, as part of the overall 4b planning process, each phase will re-consider previous phases in light of new research as well as new projects, water quality, and biological data to adjust the plan accordingly.
6.1 Assessment of Progress to Achieve Goals
As noted in Section 5, three major activities will assess available information related to the progress toward achieving the goals:
[bookmark: _Int_5g4EQX8K]Analysis of water quality data in comparison to ambient criteria, in particular, numeric nutrient criteria.
Trend analysis of canal water quality to observe reducing trends.
Annual monitoring of the report card results to achieve a movement toward green status.
The County and stakeholders intend to produce an annual report assessing the condition of Biscayne Bay.
6.2 Identification of Recommended Actions for Non-Achievement of Goals
As noted previously, the overall Biscayne Bay RAP will be prepared in five phases:  
· Phase 1 – North Biscayne Bay.  This phase considers the area in the northern part of the watershed that contains the septic to sewer projects for which Miami-Dade County is accepting a grant.  This phase is expected to be completed by September 2022.
· Phase 2 – North Biscayne Bay.  This phase considers the rest of the watershed for the North Biscayne Bay area including the barrier islands. This phase is expected to be completed by September 2023.
· Phase 3 – North Central Biscayne Bay.  This phase will overlap phase 4 which includes a major part of the bay proper. This phase will be started along with Phase 4 since a general water quality model of the bay will be needed for both phases. Once the model is completed, Phase 3 will be completed first followed by Phase 4.  Phase 3 should be completed by September 2024.
· Phase 4 – Central Biscayne Bay.  This is the major portion of the estuary. The work on this portion will be started in Phase 3 including a comprehensive water quality model of the entire bay.  This phase should be completed by September 2025.
· Phase 5 – South Biscayne Bay.  This includes the southernmost part of the Bay up to Card Sound.  This phase should be completed by September 2026.
[bookmark: _Int_WDWaNap4]During each phase, the assessment of progress will be considered to adaptively re-consider previous phases to adjust accordingly. Furthermore, after assessment of the condition of Biscayne Bay through the three measures listed above, the County and stakeholders will assess the need for changes or improvements in succeeding phases or in the overall plan itself.
As part of the annual report related to this RAP, the County and stakeholders will provide an assessment of the progress as well as potential corrective actions to be implemented to improve the progress.  The assessment will include the areas in which improvements are needed and the proposed corrective actions.  This report will be provided to the County, all stakeholders and the Biscayne Bay Commission.
[bookmark: _Hlk112153125]6.3 Corrective Actions 	Comment by Author: A corrective actions process is not defined sufficiently in section 6.3. Steps for tracking progress are independent of required adaptive management (if necessary). 
The bullet points outlined in 5.3 describe how progress is going to be tracked should be included in this section. Also, reiterate that this process will be conducted on an annual basis. Need to define stakeholder actions.
As noted in Sections 4 and 5, a series of actions are planned and/or in process and will be implemented to support improving water quality and meeting the goals of this plan. These include ongoing and planned septic tank to sewer conversions and stormwater management improvements from stakeholders as listed throughout Section 4. 
In addition, future discussions and activities are being coordinated with SFWMD, FDOT, FDACS and others to identify additional opportunities for stormwater and wastewater controls and reductions in nutrients to Biscayne Bay.
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