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Clean Waterways Act Requirements for Wastewater and Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal 
Systems (OSTDS) Plans in Nutrient Basin Management Action Plans (BMAPs) 

Webinar Summary 
Thursday, March 31, 2022 

10:00 AM – 10:37 AM 
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DEP Staff Contacts/Organizational Chart 
Tiffany Busby, Wildwood Consulting, welcomed everyone to the statewide informational webinar for 
the DEP Clean Waterways Act requirements for wastewater and OSTDS in nutrient BMAPs. 
 
Kevin Coyne, DEP BMAP Program Administrator, stated this will be an informational kickoff meeting 
as a starting point for the work that will need to be completed over the next two years by local 
governments. The final approved and signed language in the Clean Waterways Act calls on local 
governments to complete this work, but DEP is here to assist and provide support. Kevin gave updates 
on changes to the BMAP program staff. 
 
Kevin provided a few updates from the BMAP program including piloting a new online portal system 
for submitting project information for the Statewide Annual Report (STAR), starting to review and 
potentially update BMAPs, expanding the level of sampling in some of the springs BMAP areas, and 
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working with partner agencies to identify and implement projects in critical areas in need of restoration. 
 
Moira Homann, DEP BMAP Environmental Administrator, went through several polling questions for 
the local governments using Mentimeter to obtain input on awareness of the Clean Waterways Act 
requirements and wastewater management within the jurisdiction. 
 
Overview of Clean Waterways Act Requirements 
Diana Turner, BMAP DEP Environmental Administrator, stated that the Clean Waterways Act was 
passed by the legislature in 2020. One of its purposes is to promote resilient wastewater infrastructure 
and utilities by incorporating wastewater and OSTDS plans into the BMAPs, which may also enable an 
increase in funding opportunities to complete projects in the plans. 
 
The BMAP program completed two reports last year to address Clean Waterways Act requirements: (1) 
BMAP Monitoring Report that describes current monitoring, identifies monitoring gaps, proposes 
changes to fill those gaps, and estimates the costs of the improvements; and (2) Wastewater Projects in 
BMAPs: Costs and Benefits Report that explains the projects and management strategies in the BMAPs 
and detailed information about the wastewater projects. The program’s major priority over the next few 
years will be incorporating the wastewater and OSTDS plans that the local governments will develop 
into the nutrient BMAPs. The due date for incorporating all the plans into the BMAPs is July 1, 2025. 
 
Some local governments may have both wastewater facilities and septic systems within their 
jurisdiction, and some may have just one. If a local government within a nutrient BMAP does not think 
that they are required to develop these plans, they should let DEP know. Diana noted that these 
requirements do not apply to the bacteria BMAPs. She showed a map with all the nutrient BMAPs 
throughout the state. 
 
Moira reviewed the elements expected to be included in the plans based on statute. Wastewater 
treatment plans are expected to include an inventory of wastewater treatment facilities with the 
jurisdiction of local governments, summary of each facility’s current status, summary of the capacity 
analysis for each facility, ranking or list of facility upgrades needed to meet requirements, 
timelines/milestones for all projects, and funding estimates for all projects. 
 
OSTDS remediation plans are expected to include an inventory of OSTDS within the jurisdiction of 
local governments, as well as a plan to address OSTDS in the future including areas for sewering and/or 
enhancements and prioritization of those areas, summary of capacity analysis for wastewater treatment 
facilities that would accept newly sewered areas, timelines/milestones for projects, funding estimates for 
all projects, and future growth considerations. 
 
DEP will be developing guidance to help with gathering this information in time to incorporate the plans 
into the BMAPs by July 1, 2025. This webinar is the first of many conversations about how DEP and 
local governments will partner to meet the requirements and incorporate the plans into the BMAPs. DEP 
is aware that the local governments may have recently been tasked with compiling very similar 
information to meet requirements under other recent legislation, or as a result of recent permit renewals. 
Therefore, DEP wants to work with the local governments to find the most efficient way to provide the 
information needed for Clean Waterways Act requirements for the BMAPs. 
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Moira went through Mentimeter questions to gage how many local governments have an existing plan 
and/or information available to meet the plan requirements under the Clean Waterways Act. 
 
Overview of Approach 
Moira stated that this is a big effort and will involve 27 nutrient BMAPs so work needs to start soon. 
DEP will work with local governments in the nutrient BMAP basins to compile the necessary 
information. DEP is reviewing the best method to adopt these required plans into BMAPs, which will 
most likely be as a reference or link to the full reports. DEP is also developing a checklist to identify 
the information needed and provide initial answers to the legislative information requests. In addition, 
DEP will develop a website with guidance document and resources to help with this effort. 
 
Targeted Timeline 
Moira stated that these plans must be incorporated into the BMAPs by July 1, 2025. DEP did not make 
this requirement and the timeline was set through statute. DEP will be reaching out to stakeholders 
throughout the year to work on information. DEP is considering starting with some of the springs 
BMAPs where remediation plans are already under development. 
 
Questions/Comments 
If there are additional questions or comments specific to this process, please send an email to 
BMAPProgram@FloridaDEP.gov with the subject line: Wastewater/OSTDS Requirements. 
 
Q: Is this the same information that the Office of Economic and Demographic Research (EDR) is 
collecting for the Wastewater 20 Year Needs Analysis? 
A: Some of the information that EDR is collecting may be similar to the Clean Waterways Act required 
information. DEP encourages local governments to pull information from existing reports and permit 
applications to prepare these plans. 
 
Q: Does the Senate Bill (SB) 712 language specify that the report wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) 
loads include only surface water discharges, or would it include all loads reported in discharge 
monitoring reports (DMRs) (i.e., including biosolids)? 
A: The Clean Waterways Act language requires that a wastewater treatment plan be developed to meet 
total maximum daily load and BMAP load requirements. Biosolids are not specifically addressed in the 
wastewater treatment plan language but are discussed in a different section of the act. 
 
Q: When is the first 'action item' due to DEP? 
A: DEP will be developing timelines for each nutrient BMAP and will be coordinating with local 
governments on the due dates for remediation plan information. 
 
Q: Are we going to have workgroups for the OSTDS remediation plans like before? 
A: Workgroups will not be assembled for this effort. 
 
Q: Does the state have an inventory of lots that are pre-platted and entitled for development using 
OSTDS? 
A: The state has limited information on these types of data and would rely on local governments for this 
information. 
 


