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Data Management and Assessment
The Florida STORET database serves as the primary repository of ambient water quality data for the state of Florida.  STORET is designed to store data about regionally representative waters, which exclude known contamination plumes or which have not been treated for drinking, agriculture, or other purposes.  The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) pulls water quality data used for impaired water evaluations and total maximum daily load (TMDL) development directly from the STORET database.  Ambient water quality data collected as part of the BMAP will be uploaded into STORET for long-term storage and availability.  St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), FDEP, and some local stakeholders currently upload water quality data into STORET.  All basin management action plan (BMAP) data providers have agreed to upload ambient water quality data to STORET at least once every six months, upon completion of the appropriate quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) checks.  Stakeholders that are participating in the BMAP monitoring plan and do not currently upload data to STORET will work with FDEP to obtain the necessary access for STORET.
Other data, such as storm event, flow, biological parameters, groundwater quality, meteorological, and atmospheric deposition may also be collected.  The STORET database is not equipped to handle these types of data.  Any stakeholders that collect these types of data agree to provide this information to FDEP and other BMAP partners upon request. 
As required by rule 62-40.540(3), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), FDEP, other state agencies, the water management districts, and local governments collecting surface water quality data in Florida must enter the data into STORET within one year of collection.  Other sampling entities that want to ensure their data will be considered for evaluation should ensure their data are entered into STORET.  FDEP will consider data submitted from other sources and databases if the data meet the sufficiency and data quality requirements of this section.  Assessments under the Impaired Waters Rule are preformed using only data from STORET.  
Quality Assurance/Quality Control

Stakeholders participating in the monitoring plan must collect water quality data in a manner consistent with FDEP’s standard operating procedures (SOPs) for QA/QC.  The most current version of these procedures can be downloaded from the FDEP website at: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/labs/bars/sas/qa/sops.htm.  For BMAP-related sample analyses, entities should use National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) certified labs (http://www.dep.state.fl.us/labs/cgi-bin/aams/index.asp).  
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