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Authority and responsibility for BMAPs is outlined in the 
following Florida Statutes (F.S.):

Florida Watershed Restoration Act (section 403.067, F.S) -
Outlines the process for identifying impaired waters and the strategies 
to restore them, including cooperative plans, known as BMAPs.

Florida Springs and Aquifer Protection Act (sections 373.801 - .813, 
F.S.) -Provides for the protection and restoration of the state's 
Outstanding Florida Springs, which is comprised of 24 first-magnitude 
springs, six additional named springs and their associated spring runs.

Recent amendments to the above laws include:
2020 - Promotes resilient wastewater infrastructure and utilities; 
requires local governments to develop wastewater treatment facility 
(WWTF) plans and onsite sewage treatment and disposal system 
(OSTDS) remediation plans.

2023 - Requires a list of identified projects to achieve the five-year 
milestones in BMAPs and agricultural cooperative regional water 
quality improvement elements; adds requirements for local 
comprehensive planning; requires more stringent domestic wastewater 
treatment standards; expands eligibility for grant opportunities; and 
expands prohibitions in springs BMAP areas.

2024 - Requires advanced treatment of reclaimed water within BMAPs 
and requires private domestic wastewater facilities to coordinate with 
local governments in the development of wastewater treatment plans. 

Water Quality Framework BMAP Components and Updates 

Outstanding Florida Springs BMAPs

BMAP Legislation

Outstanding Florida Springs Public Meetings, Fall 2024

OVERVIEW - BASIN MANAGEMENT ACTION 
PLANS (BMAPS)

Key Elements of BMAPs:
• The TMDL(s) that define the restoration targets.
• Physical description of the waterbody and contributing area.
• Description of the monitoring network and water quality.
• Identification of the pertinent pollution sources.
• Identification of responsible stakeholders.
• List of projects and strategies to reduce nutrient loading.

A BMAP provides a water quality restoration framework to 
implement total maximum daily loads (TMDLs).

There are currently 13 BMAPs targeting the restoration of 24 
Outstanding Florida Springs.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
monitors and assesses Florida's surface water and 
groundwater quality, including Outstanding Florida Springs.

DEP and partner agencies maintain and expand monitoring 
networks to provide water quality data for decision making.

The Statewide Annual Report 
(STAR) presents progress made 
towards water quality goals, 
including BMAPs.

BMAP Timeline
2018

Outstanding 
Florida Springs 

BMAPs 
adopted.

2020

Clean 
Waterways 
Act signed 
into Florida 

law.

2023

NSILT and spring 
vent analyses are 

updated with 
methodology 

revisions.

2025

Statutory 
deadline for 

updated nutrient 
BMAPs.

2028

Next BMAP 
milestone for 

entity 
reductions.

Recent Updates:
• 2023 Nitrogen Source Inventory 

Loading Tool (NSILT).
• Spring Vent Analyses.
• Evaluation and expansion of the 

monitoring network.
• Local OSTDS and wastewater 

remediation plans.
• Determination of entity allocations 

and milestones.
• Evaluation of milestone progress with 

stakeholders.

New Additions to the Springs BMAPs:
• More detailed groundwater analyses.
• Updated spring vent water quality 

analyses.
• Incorporation of law requirements 

adopted 2020-24.
• Entity allocations.

May 2024

BMAP updates public 
meetings. Responsible 

entity meetings.

August 2024

Final OSTDS 
Remediation Plans and 

WWTF Plans due.

October 2024

Public meetings about 
allocated reductions 

and milestone progress.

December 2024

Final Draft BMAP 
documents and public 

meetings.

January 2024

Public meeting about 
updated NSILT 
methodology.

Develop and 
implement 
BMAP to 

achieve TMDL.

Work with 
community 

leaders.

Measure 
success and 

adapt.

Establish 
restoration 

targets 
(TMDLs).

Determine 
pollution 

problems.

Set water 
quality 

standards.
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