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Overview

- Agricultural Best Management Practices
- FDACS Role in BMP Implementation
- Producer Options in BMAP Areas
- BMP Implementation Verification
- Senate Bill 712
- Rule Revisions and BMP Manual Updates
- FDACS OAWP Legislative Report

2



Agricultural Best Management Practices

- Management strategies, tools and practices that 
improve water quality, conserve water, enhance soil 
health and protect water resources

- Based on the best available science and technology
- Must be technically and economically feasible
- Must balance production and water resource 

protection
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Benefits of Agricultural Best Management Practices

- Increase efficiencies in nutrient, irrigation and water 
management

- Conservation and protection of water and 
environmental resources

- Promote climate resiliency and carbon sequestration
- Improve soil health 
- Promote groundwater recharge 
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FDACS Role in BMP Implementation

- Develop BMPs in Manuals and adopt 
BMPs by Rule

- Assist Producers with BMP 
Enrollment 

- Identify and support targeted cost-
share of select BMPs

- Fund research to develop new BMPs 
and improve BMP effectiveness

- Verify proper implementation 
through site visits and record review  



Producer Options in BMAP Areas

1. Sign an NOI and properly 
implement applicable BMPs for 
presumption of compliance, OR

2. Follow an FDEP or WMD-
prescribed water quality 
monitoring plan at a Producer’s 
expense



Highlights within the Lake Okeechobee BMAP

Subwatershed Enrolled 
Ag Acres

Total Ag 
Acres

% 
Enrolled

Enrolled 
Irrigated Acres

Irrigated 
Acres

% 
Enrolled

East Lake Okeechobee 72,548 96,714 75 33,929 40,169 84
Fisheating Creek 196,019 212,924 92 17,420 19,563 89

Indian Prairie 193,467 230,158 84 55,338 65,449 85
Lake Istokpoga 102,740 126,096 81 47,470 52,309 91

Lower Kissimmee 225,819 262,529 86 23,904 24,072 99
South Lake Okeechobee 314,927 332,543 95 312,286 322,421 97

Taylor Creek/Nubbin Slough 130,110 148,198 88 11,889 12,998 91
Upper Kissimmee 196,780 281,102 70 40,321 45,959 88

West Lake Okeechobee 137,891 151,218 91 83,793 88,732 94

*Agricultural Acres based on the Florida Statewide Agriculture Irrigation Demand (FSAID) geodatabase

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Water-Supply-Planning


- Process to verify the status of implementation of BMPs -
required by 2016 law, strengthened by SB 712 (2020)

- Status of BMP implementation gathered from field staff site 
visits conducted on all enrolled farms, including record 
review 

- Data utilized to track compliance and provide information 
for development of the required annual report to the 
Legislature

- Large workload - requires the assistance of enrolled 
producers and field staff working together

BMP Implementation Verification



- Implementation verification site visits to audit the 
proper implementation of best management practices 
by enrolled producers at least every two years

- Collection and retention of nutrient application records
- Transfer of nutrient application information to FDEP for 

utilization in BMAP assessment
- Development of a research plan to inform future LBR 

development beginning in the 2022 Legislative Session

New SB 712 Requirements



- During a verification visit, producer records are required 
to demonstrate compliance with the BMPs (Collect and 
Review)

- Certain records detailing nutrient application are 
required to be collected and retained by OAWP

- OAWP Rulemaking to standardize record retention 
across varied BMP manuals and recordkeeping 
processes (Nutrient Application Record Form)

- Nutrient application information is provided to the 
FDEP for utilization within BMAP assessment 

New SB 712 Requirements



- BMP Research Solicitation
- Human Resources

- 8 additional FTEs 
- Prioritize IVs in targeted BMAPs
- Update training and staff guidance on enrollment and implementation verification

- Implementation Verification
- Record retention pursuant to IV visits initiated July 1, 2020
- Development of NARF for utilization on IV visits to retain nutrient application 

information
- Rule Making

OAWP Implementation of SB 712



Producer Outreach
- FAQs Document
- Technical Assistance under 

development
- Video Assistance under 

development
- Continued collaboration with 

UF/IFAS Extension to raise 
awareness

OAWP Implementation of SB 712



- Update language for consistency with SB 712
- Definitions (5M-1.001)
- Implementation Verification (5M-1.008)

- “collect and review” records for compliance
- “collect and retain” NARF or substantially similar records

- BMP Implementation Assistance (5M-1.009)
- Update timeframes for corrective action implementation 

and referral to FDEP for compliance/enforcement

Chapter 5M-1 Rule Revisions



Upcoming BMP Manual Revisions

- Revision of the 2008 Cow/Calf BMP 
Manual

- Manual has been initially verified as 
effective by FDEP

- Will require revision to Rule 5M-11, 
F.A.C. to adopt manual by reference



Upcoming BMP Manual Revisions

- Revision of the 2008 Sod BMP Manual
- Includes new 4Rs narrative in nutrient 

management section and reformatted 
BMP Checklist that contains all BMPs 
within three sections

- Manual has been initially verified as 
effective by FDEP

- Will require revision to Rule 5M-9, 
F.A.C. to adopt manual by reference



Adopted BMP Manuals
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** Manuals to be developed – Hemp and Diversified Operations



2020 FDACS Legislative Report



Questions?

Yesenia Escribano, Environmental Manager
Yesenia.Escribano@FDACS.gov – (850) 617-1732

mailto:Yesenia.Escribano@FDACS.gov
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