ONLY RAIN

DOWN THE DRAIN

SOLO AGUA DE LLUVIA DEBE IR AL DESAGUE

Your neighbors are making a difference in the City
of Orlando by volunteering to mark your neighborhood
storm drains with signs that say “Only Rain Down the
Drain; Drains to Lake.” These labels alert residents of
the connection between our streets and lakes. The
leading cause of pollution to waterways in Central
Florida is stormwater runoff. This runoff, often carrying
various pollutants, drains directly to lakes and
waterways from the surrounding streets, parking lots,
driveways and sidewalks.

Thank you for making sure your sidewalks and streets
are clear of litter, pet waste, oil, chemicals, soaps and
yard debris (grass clippings and leaves) that can clog
storm drains, cause flooded streets and pollute
Orlando’s lakes. Remember: Only rain down the drain!

Find out more at
cityoforlando.net/stormwater

Call to report storm drain pollution at
407.246.2370.
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What can you do?

Residents play an important role in protecting our
water bodies and preventing stormwater pollution.

To keep polluted runoff from entering your lake there
are several steps you can take:

Fertilize Responsibly

Use fertilizer with “O” phosphorous and “slow
release” nitrogen. Don't overfertilize. Follow the
directions on your fertilizer bag: LABEL IS LAW!
Excess fertilizer that is not utilized by your lawn is
washed into the lake via stormwater runoff.

Bag It, Don't Blow It

Be sure that trash, debris and yard waste are kept off
of paved surfaces (i.e., never leave grass clippings on
the sidewalk, do not blow leaves from yard into
street, pick up all trash and debris around your
house).

Gl BMP Certified Lawn Maintenance

If you hire a lawn maintenance company, be sure
they have taken a Green Industries Best Manage-
ment Practices (Gl BMP) course and are certified to
treat your lawn. Be sure they are applying fertilizer
and pesticides appropriately, as well as keeping yard
debris such as grass clippings and leaves off of roads,
sidewalks, and other paved surfaces.

Pick Up After Your Pets

Un-scooped pet waste washes into the storm drain
system and waterways, adding a large amount of
nutrients and harmful bacteria to the water.

Keep Your Soap Out of the Gutter

Wash your car in your lawn, or capture soapy water
before it enters the stormwater system. Soaps, even
those that are bio-degradable, can have harmful
effects on the aquatic environment.
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