
Quick Start Tutorial for BMP SELECT Model 
 

This tutorial provides user instructions to run the model with the default watershed and BMP 
scenarios embedded in the BETA version of the model. Instructions on how to view model 
outputs are also provided. To make the model run, a user needs to import rainfall data.  
Instructions for how to import a rainfall data file and do a test run follow. 
 
1. Download the files and store them somewhere convenient. One file is the spreadsheet, the 
other is a rainfall file. 
 
2. Double click on the spreadsheet or open Excel and then open the downloaded file.  When it 
asks, allow Excel to Enable Macros. 
 
3. Click on the 'Set Default Values' button 

 
 
4. Find the Meteorological data panel and then the Precipitation panel, and click on the 'Import 
Rainfall data' button 

 
 
5.When the import form comes up,  

 Click the first button and navigate to where you put the rainfall file, then click on the 
second button and find the location you would like to store the imported rainfall file. 
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6. When the import is finished, a popup will tell you the import worked.  Click 'OK.  Then save 
the rainfall file location data by clicking the 'Save' button.   
 
7. Close the open form, and then click the 'Work’ button. 

 
 
8. A new form will pop up.  Find the ‘Do QQ Calculations’ tab, and click it. Specify the rainfall 
record imported in Steps 4-6  and click calculate to run the model. 

 
 
9. After the model runs the window will fill with QQ calculations.  Additionally a new button 
‘Generate Reports’ will appear as well as three selectable report options: ‘Detailed Report’, 
‘Short Report’ and ‘Standard Report’. 
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10. Choose the ‘Standard Report’ option.  Now click ‘Generate Report’ a new window will 
appear asking for a title for the report. ‘Watershed Report’ is the default title but can be replaced 
with any title not already in use. 

  
 
11. Once you have selected a report name click the ‘OK’ button. The model will run and a new 
Excel worksheet will appear.  To view the report close the ‘Do QQ Calculations’ window. You 
will notice a new tab at the bottom of the excel sheet appropriately titled with the report title.  
This tab will remain in the model unless deleted. 
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12. This process can be repeated for the other report types, ‘Detailed Report’ and ‘Short Report’ 
by clicking on the Start Tab and repeating Steps 7 through 11, selecting the desired report type.  
Examples of each report are shown below. 

 
Short Report 
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Detailed Report 
 
13.  Run the model again by returning to the home screen and repeating steps 7-8.  This time 
notice a new tab appears titled ‘Exceedance Curve’. Select this tab. 

 
 



6 | Page       Quick Start Tutorial for BMP SELECT Model 
 

14.  Choose a subcatchment from the drop down window then click the ‘Calculate Exceedance’ 
button.  You will notice new options appeared in the window. 

 
 
15.  Select a model output parameter to graph (Flow, Phosphorus, Nitrogen, TSS or Zinc) then 
click the ‘Graph Exceedance’ button.  A graph will appear behind the window.  Close this 
window to fully see the graph, however if you want to generate other exceedance plots, do so 
before closing the window. If you close the window before generating additional plots you will 
need to repeat steps 7-8 and 14-15 before they can be generated. 
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16.  You can repeat step 15 for each subcatchment and each output parameter.  In addition to 
creating a graph the model creates a new tab with an appropriate title at the bottom of the model. 
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17. To run Cost Calculations return to the home screen, to do so click the ‘Start’ tab. 
 
18. Now click on the ‘Work’ button and when the new window appears choose the ‘Do Cost 
Calculations’ tab. 

   
 
19. Click the ‘Calculate’ button. The model will generate tabled data listing each BMP with the 
resulting cost relevant data.  A new button will also appear to the right of the ‘Calculate’ button 
this button is titled ‘Generate Report’ 

   
 
20. To view a detailed cost report click the ‘Generate Report’.  Next click the ‘Close’ button on 
the bottom right portion of the window.  At the bottom of the Excel document a new tab labeled 
Cost Report will appear.  
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21. Click on the newly generated ‘Cost Report’ tab.  The ‘Cost Report’ tab shows all the 
calculated cost data in a familiar Excel format. 

 


