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April 30, 2012


Dr. Mark Clark
Associate Professor, Soil and Water Science Department
University of Florida
PO Box 110510
Gainesville, FL 32611-0510

Dear Dr. Clark:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft final document titled “TCAA Water Quality Data Review and Information-Sharing Program”.  

Overall, you have conducted a thorough review of the TMDL/BMAP development process.  We did find the report to contain some systemic errors and misrepresentations.   For example, a very important aspect of the way in which nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) were expressed in the TMDL modeling, by way of their bioavailability, was completely omitted from the review.  In several places, the term “loading rate” (load = concentration x discharge volume) was used, in instances where just the water volume or constituent concentration was under discussion.  The term “uncertain” or “uncertainty” is frequently used in the report to describe what would more precisely be called statistical variance in predictions. In numerous locations throughout the review, the phraseology “many assumptions and judgments were made . . . “ is inserted in the text, without specific descriptions of what these “assumptions and judgments” were.  Additionally, the report does not reflect the tremendous amount of stakeholder involvement that was elicited in the LSJR TMDL process.  

In the report you compliment, and appear to regard highly, the work done to establish the river assimilative capacity, and the river WQ targets.  Additionally, despite your dislike of the PLSM as a tool to allocate loads, you do concede that nutrient pollution from the TCAA is a significant WQ problem and that it is appropriate for the growers to implement BMPs that are designed to reduce runoff and nutrient losses from farms.  The report also highlights the effectiveness of RSTs as an effective way to reduce nutrient loads.  Perhaps this will stimulate some thought on the part of the growers to support the construction of more of these facilities.   

Attached are specific comments provided by both the Department and St. Johns River Water Management District.  The Department agrees with the comments provided by the District.  Additionally, attached is a marked up copy of the draft document with suggested edits.

Thank you for effort.

Sincerely,



John Abendroth
Environmental Administrator
Watershed Planning and Coordination Section
Bureau of Watershed Restoration


cc: 	Tom Frick, FDEP
	Terry Pride, FDACS OAWP
	Casey Fitzgerald, SJRWMD
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