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Welcome and Introductions

Fred Calder and Vince Seibold welcomed everyone. The participants introduced themselves.  Mr. Calder provided a brief background on the TMDL development process and the effects of the consent decree.  Mr. Calder mentioned that the Department has an informal policy regarding fecal coliform basin management action plans (BMAPs) that studies to identify sources of coliforms are legitimate aspects of the actions where the sources are not known.  This approach is a way to acknowledge the difficultly in identifying fecal coliform sources.  Mr. Calder introduced the Department staff supporting the BMAP process.

Introductory Information on BMAP Process
Building on previous efforts

Tiffany Busby acknowledged the targeted efforts of the Tributary Assessment Team (TAT) and the Department’s desired to build on those efforts as well as the initial Reasonable Assurance plan that was prepared to address fecal coliforms.  

Tiffany Busby and Fred Calder outlined the overall schedule and effort.  

Action item:  Prepare a timetable to integrate the TMDL adoption and BMAP development schedule with the goal of completing the BMAP within 18 months (by December 2007).

Scope of the BMAP

Jennifer Gihring gave a PowerPoint presentation that outlined the BMAP components and examples of approaches in other basins.  It was noted that the BMAP is one of several tools available to the State to implement TMDLs.  In this case, the linkage among fecal coliform impairments and MS4 and NPDES permits prompts the need for a BMAP.  The allocation detailed in an adopted BMAP can go into NPDES permits and those provisions cannot be challenged.  It was noted that fecal coliform TMDLs are usually worded as a percent reduction.
Mission and Goals

Tiffany Busby presented a handout with some draft mission and goal statements.  However, she noted that the Department’s legal staff wanted to make some changes to it to reflect the group’s data collection phase and to avoid Sunshine requirements that would prevent group members from discussing these actions outside noticed meetings.  
The following items were suggested as future meeting topics:

1. Examples of how the group should make decisions (voting, consensus).

2. How the membership of the group should be structured.

3. Reword draft mission and goal statements to reflect Sunshine concerns.

The following organizations were mentioned as good potential participants:  St Johns County Health Department, Water and Sewer Transmission Authority, the Beaches communities, the City of Jacksonville Citizen Policy Advisory Committees (CPACs) (six committees in total).

Future meeting item:  Look at which TMDLs will be addressed and which pollutants need to be defined.

Tributary Assessment Team (TAT) Results
Brad Russell reported that the final Tributary Assessment Team (TAT) report is available on the TAT website (for members) and available on CD upon request for anyone interested.  The GIS database will also be provided on CD to TAT members.  The report is viewed as a guideline document that will evolve with time and with the TAT.

Mr. Russell reported there are ideas for additional efforts including:  1) Tweak the approach to a more field-based approach; 2) Guide field efforts; and 3) We may need to tweak the source tracking methods as the scientific methods evolve.

Cheryl Wapnick noted that this was the last day for comments on the document.  You can request copies of the report on CD by contacting Brad Russell.  

They are pursing additional opportunities for disseminating the information to the Waterways Commission and at the Environmental Quality Division Compliance Meeting.

Action Item:  Brad Russell agreed to draft a cover letter to direct inquiries to the information contained on the CD.  This cover letter could then be included with transmittals of the CD, when requested.
Status of the Tributary TMDLs
Fred Calder briefly reviewed the maps provided as handouts and directed the review to one map in particular where he reviewed the key.  

Action item:  Jennifer Gihring noted that the staff can start putting up information on the Department’s FTP site through either the Northeast District or Tallahassee.

Action item:  The FDEP website that lists the adopted TMDLs needs to be updated.

Action item:  Create a list with a summary of all the tributary TMDLs, who is doing the TMDLs, and their status.

A question was asked about a waterbody that was listed as impaired, had a TMDL development but then the water quality improved—what happens then?

Mr. Calder noted that there is a process for delisting a waterbody.

Future meeting Item:  Look at the coverages to see where the true impaired areas are, versus the entire WBID.

Action Item (Jennifer):  The green area shown on the maps could mean that there was not enough information to determine impairment.  The maps need to be updated so the difference between “not impaired” and “insufficient information” are clear.

Data Need:  Add more information to the TMDL summary with the current TMDL numbers.

Future Meeting Item:  Go over the maps with more detail and the summary information.

Data Need:  Need to decide whether to address other pollutants in this BMAP.  It would be nice to have a map with all the TMDLs in the tributaries (both FDEP and EPA TMDLs).

Future Meeting Item:  Look at mechanisms to identify sources to use wetlands to act as filters and whether that is feasible.

Action item:  Look at other BMAPs to see alternatives and possibilities for this BMAP.

Action item:  Schedule a TAT/technical meeting to follow up on monitoring issues.  Use John Pappas as the City contact.  Add a standing agenda item at the BMAP meetings for a TAT update.

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 2006 at 9 AM. [Editor’s note:  The September 8th and September 29th meetings were rescheduled for October 13, 2006]
Meeting summary prepared by Tiffany Busby, Wildwood Consulting.  Please send comments or corrections to busbytl@bellsouth.net or call 904-797-2721.
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