Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
Wekiwa Spring and Rock Springs Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP)
Question and Answer (Q&A) Summary
Public Meeting on May 29, 2024
1:30 pm — 2:18 pm
Via GoToWebinar
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Wekiwa Spring and Rock Springs BMAP Overview

Q: Did the water quality slide show no real changes over time? How does that match up with
nutrients removed? I am interested in a discussion of project results (reductions in loading)
compared with actual water quality changes in the springs.

A: There is a lot of uncertainty in the subsurface regarding flow and impact of a particular
project on the vent, so it is hard to make a one-to-one comparison. We are reviewing
groundwater data at the vent and upstream, but this is still ongoing. We will also be looking
closely at groundwater well data to give us a more immediate idea of water quality from projects
on the land surface and to see how quickly we can track progress.

Nitrogen Source Inventory Loading Tool (NSILT) Results

Q: What was the wastewater treatment loading percentage?

A: The wastewater loading is estimated at 134,595 pounds of nitrogen per year (Ib-N/year),
which is about 11% of the total estimated nitrogen load.

Q: You have a slide that shows an onsite sewage treatment and disposal system (OSTDS) density
map and there is discretion about using NSILT for the contribution calculation based on
estimated loading, census data, etc. There were also high, medium, and low recharge factors. I
didn’t notice how density factor is applied to the loading calculation. Is the density factor being
factored into the NSILT somewhere that you did not discuss?

A: The density is not factored into the OSTDS loading equation; it was for visual representation.
The OSTDS loading estimate is based on the county’s persons per household and the estimated
load per person, and the number of OSTDS. This loading is adjusted with a recharge factor based
on the location of each OSTDS.

Q: If there is a direct swap from a conventional OSTDS to an enhanced, nutrient-reducing
OSTDS, do you apply 50% reduction for TN loading at that location (and depending on whether
it is located in a high, medium, or low recharge area)?

A: Yes, that is correct.

Spring Vent Load Analysis Results
There were no questions during this section.
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Next Steps - BMAP Updates
There were no questions during this section.

Adjournment
The meeting ended at 2:18 pm.
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