
Middle St. Johns BMAP Working Group
DRAFT Participant Invitation Letter

Dear <ADDRESSEE>:
In 2006, the Department of Environmental Protection will set water quality targets called Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for Lake Jesup, Crane Strand Drain, and Long Branch.  In addition to setting water quality goals, TMDLs also outline the reductions needed in pollutant loading to achieve those goals. The TMDLs are nearing completion and should be adopted by the end of this summer.  Once the TMDLs are established for these waterbodies, the next steps include detailed investigation of pollutant sources, identifying shared responsibilities among all stakeholders, and establishing allocations for the existing discharges, including load reduction responsibilities.  These discussions will occur through development of three separate Basin Management Action Plans (BMAPs) that outline pollution reduction responsibilities and implementation strategies for all dischargers within the three basins.  In addition to a variety of other components, BMAPs are directly linked to National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Municipal Separate Stormwater System Permits.  

Stakeholders have been actively involved in development of the TMDLs.  Their support has led to a scientifically-defensible document that reflects the knowledge of local scientists and staff.  As we move into BMAP discussions, the strong presence of stakeholders at the table will become even more vital.  The Department requests that you to nominate someone on your staff to participate in this important and sometimes technical process involving wastewater, stormwater, agriculture, and growth and development control measures.  Throughout TMDL development, <INSERT NAME>, the <ENTITY> <TITLE> participated in the process.  <NAME> is familiar with the issues surrounding the TMDL and would be well-suited to continue on through BMAP development.  
Attached is a list of the current participants on the Middle St Johns BMAP Working Group.  All public and private groups potentially affected by the TMDL required load reductions are invited to participate.  The Middle St Johns BMAP Working Group will meet monthly to develop the Basin Management Action Plans.  This activity is expected to continue through the end of 2007.
The Department requests that your organization appoint <NAME> to serve on the Basin Working Group, and identify an elected official as a liaison in this process.  While your appointed staff person and DEP staff will keep your organization briefed, your designated liaison may want to attend some of the Working Group meetings.  Please contact Jennifer Gihring at (850) 245-8418 or Jennifer.Gihring@dep.state.fl.us by <INSERT DATE> to name your appointee to the BMAP Working Group and your liaison.  

We look forward to working with you and your colleagues to restore and protect the Middle St Johns River Basin’s unique water resources.

Sincerely,

Vivian Garfein

Director, Central District
	Middle St. Johns BMAP Working Group


May 30, 2006
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