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Historical Impacts

• 1800s to present: 
Urbanization of Gainesville
• Stormwater runoff
• Trash & sediment
• WW Effluent
• Septic Tanks

• 1930s:Sweetwater Branch  
channeled directly to 
Alachua Sink
• 1,300 acres of wetlands 

impacted.
• Direct flow path from 

Gainesville to Alachua 
Sink



Alachua Sink
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)

Adopted in 2006

N Reduction

(%)

N Reduction

(lb/yr)

Main Street WRF 55% 48,000

Stormwater 45% 13,000

Other Sources 45% 145,000



Water Quality Benefits

• Exceeds total N TMDL

• Achieves background total N 

and P on Prairie

• Removes sediment and trash

Hydrologic Restoration 

Benefits

• Restores Sweetwater Branch 

sheetflow to about 1,300 

acres

• Removes 2 miles of 

Sweetwater Branch Canal 

Conservation 

• Adds 264 acres to the State 

Park

Environmental Benefits
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Compliance with NNC

Sweetwater Branch – 1.3 mi Section downstream of MSWRF

• Currently No TMDL for TN or TP

• Nutrients not affecting biology

• Biologically impaired due to high runoff flows

• Highly channelization & Incised
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Alternatives to Comply w/ NNC for 
Sweetwater Branch

A. Meet Threshold Criteria (TN 1.87 mg/l, TP 0.30 mg/l) 

– Build $8M Pipeline to Bypass Sweetwater Branch

B. Alternatives for Seeking Site Specific Criteria

1. Reclassification

2. Level II WQBEL
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Current Status

• Data has been collected

• WQBEL Study Plan has been Approved

• Stressor ID Study and Water Quality Modeling Underway



Questions?


