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Presentation Outline 

•Project Background and 

Design Concepts 

•Park Facilities  

•Project Partnerships 

•Construction Manager at Risk 

•LEED Project Site 

•Construction Challenges 

•Questions? 



Project Location 



Historical Impacts 
 

• 1800s to present: 
Urbanization of Gainesville 
• Stormwater runoff 
• Trash & sediment 
• WW Effluent 
• Septic Tanks 
 

• 1930s:Sweetwater Branch  
channeled directly to 
Alachua Sink 
• 1,300 acres of wetlands 

impacted. 
• Direct flow path from 

Gainesville to Alachua 
Sink 

  
• 1930s: Portion of Prairie 

Creek flow diverted away 
from Paynes Prairie 

 



 



 



 

Water Quality Benefits 

• Exceeds total N TMDL 

• Achieves background total N 
and P on Prairie 

• Removes sediment and trash 
 

Hydrologic Restoration Benefits 

• Restores Sweetwater Branch 
sheetflow to about 1,300 acres 

• Removes 2 miles of Sweetwater 
Branch Canal 

Conservation  

• Adds 264 acres to the State Park 

7 

 

Environmental Benefits 
 



 



 





Paynes Prairie Sheetflow Project Partners 
• FDEP 

• St. Johns River Water Management District 

• Florida Department of Transportation 

• US EPA 

• Alachua County  

• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 





Introduction: Wharton-Smith, Inc. 

• Established in 1984 in Central Florida 

• Offices throughout the Southeast 

– Sanford, Tampa, Palm City, Miami, Tallahassee, Atlanta, 
Charlotte, Baton Rouge 

• 430+ Employees 

• Construction Management & General Construction  
Firm 

• Environmental, Commercial, Industrial, 
Entertainment, International 

 



Project Team 
• Owner: City of Gainesville and Gainesville Regional 

Utilities (GRU) 

• Construction Manager: Wharton-Smith, Inc. 

• Design Team 
– Engineer: Jones Edmunds 

– Architect: Jones and Jones 

– LEED Consultant: Green Building Services 

– Wetlands Consultant: Wetland Solutions 

– MEP Engineer: Affiliated Engineers 



Project Location 
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Questions? 


