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Alachua County,
Florida

My Yard

Behavior Change Campaigns OuEINaET

Its all connected

Stacie Greco, Water Resources Manager
Environmental Protection Department




Alachua County Fertilizer Code
(Chapter 77 Article 4, modified April 2019)

* Fertilizer with phosphorus is only
allowed if a soil or tissue test
verifies a need

ere . . . , , g NEW BAN ON
* Fertilizer with nitrogen is only | y
L e JULY -
allowed March - June and must  FE R
have at least 50% slow release E—

nitrogen




Alachua County Fertilizer Code Implementation

e Fertilizer Education

* FDEP grant $135,000 plus $30,000 in County funds for
campaign research, design, implementation, and
evaluation

* Press releases, emails, and newsletters
* Update signage for stores
e Enforcement

—Complaints and inspections
—Blitz
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Social Media

ARE
YOU
ONE

OF THE

55?

55% of residents
surveyed said
they don’t use

fertilizer at all.

Thank you!

MyYard OurWater.org

BACKYARDS ARE

FOR BERRIES
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GRU Mailer- 70,000!

yYardOurWater.org m
Over half Alachua County residents (55%) say they don't fertilize

at all, and their yards still look good. Thank you! If you do use
’unn nonr-banned months, it must contam at least 50%
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Alachua County,
Florida




Billboards
(close to big box stores or high traffic areas)

hNEW BAN ON FERTILIZER
e July - February.

Alachua County,
Florida

Learn more at MyYard OurWater.org.




Point of Sale Signs (Required by Code)
NEW BAN ON FERTILIZER

The Countywide Water Quality Code (Ch. 77) prohibits the use of
fertilizers containing nitrogen from July through February.

- What starts here, can end up herem
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My Yard MyYardOurWater.org

Our Water (352)-264-6800
It’s all connected.




Half Page
Gainesville Sun Ad

R a County
residents (55%) say

they don’t use fertilizer
atall yeaz-round”

In Florida, we ara surmounded by water, even undar our feet In the agulfar. The water
that comes out of your tap for drinking and other household uses comeas from our
undergraund aqulfar {also called groundwater). Regardless of whers you |ive In Florida,
you llkaly Iva close to an “Impalred” watarway. Nitrogen and/or phosphorus from yands,
farms, and septic systems are the most common sources of pollution. Here In Alachua |
County, we contribute to the nuirient poliution on the Santa Fa Rivar and s springs,
Laka Santa Fe, the Slver Rivar, and the Orange Croek Basin (Hogtown Crosk and lta

¢
fributarias, Swaatwater Branch, Tumblin Cresk, Paynes Pralrle, Newnans, Orange and [
Lochloosa lakas).

Over-manicured yards ars particularty hard on our waterways. Irmigation
3 depistes groundwater supplles, while fertiiizers contribute to nutrient
& poliution and algal outbreaks. Irrigation and heavy rain can push
E nutrients from landscape fartilizers past plent roots and Into the
groundwater or can weash fertillzer off as stormwatar Into our surface
waters (craeks, lakas, rivers, ate.). Rainfall Is the greatest during
summoer, so fartllizing during thase months has a high potentlal to
" poliute waterways. Additicnelly plants don't need ag many nutrients In
the cooler months. Whan we fartilize In the winter, polluting nutrients
&4 can move past the root zone and Into our drinking water and springs.

For these reasons, fertllizer containing nitrogen Is bannead In Alachua
County from July through Fabruary. Most Alachua County residants
B {55%) say thay don't use fartliizer at all year-round. Thank youl Joln

the 55% and ekip the fertliizer this yeer. See what happans. Even i
you live In an HOA, your yard can &till look graat i you cut back ar
sliminate tha fertlizer.

Remember, having a nica yard Iz, well, nlca. But having clean watar to drink, awlm In, and for the future
Iz pretty Impaortant. Wa can have It alll We may have o shift our expectations a blit and lat go of the
bright grean monocultura carpet ook year-round. It Ia normal for grass to tumn a little yallow or brown In
the winter and durlng droughts. Having a few waeds or multipla specles In your yard does not make you &
bad nelghbor, it actually makes you a gobd nelghbor to our springs and pollinatorsl Our beloved animals,
our kids and our aprings will benaflt If you don't use fartllizer. Joln the 55% today and akip the ferll|lzer!

Learn more from the Alachua County Environmental

Protection Department at MyYardOurWater.org.



FERTILIZER FREE YARD PLEDGE
Did you know fertilizer washes off pur yards and sssps into our waterways and the aguifear - our drinking
watsr sourcal The Countywids Watar Quality Coda (Ch. 77) bans the usa of zers containing ol for
might mooths out of the ysar from throngh Februnary. Just bacauss you CAN use fertllizar March

Juns, domsn't mean you NEED to nss zer — and many people don’t Wa survaynd over 1,000 Alachua
County residents in 2018/2019 and 55% said they don't nse fartilizer at alll You can skip the fart(lizer, and
youur yard can still look grat. Join the 55% todayl Our aquifer, springs and futnrs geoarations will thank youl

[} skip the fertilizer this year. Your yard can atill | [ Alwnya clean up fertlizer spills by swreeping
look great! into yard or collecting! Don’t blow or wash spills

[} skip the Pectilizer nt least 1n the back yard. - s ':: dr:in s - "
Btore fertiliaer in nreas protected from rainfull
[} Ask my landscape professienal about a top tormwater rune
dressing with compont instead of fertlizer. aaly s A

& :'::f: fertilize when woil is saturated or before - mm‘mnmm“;mmv

ut 5125 KE 632d Ave. for proper daposnl

X

I'M ONE OF THE 551

UTREMDE: - L el i i e e B e AR e e
NE O
¢1"° *pr&} SPRINGS CONVERSATION PLEDGE

Name:

% Emafl:
Phone:
To encourage your commitment and track the snccess of
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, T-shirts, & Bumper

Stickers

ASK ME ABOUT MY
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Results?

* Asurvey will be completed in the fall of 2020

e Results will be used in combination with modeling efforts to
estimate load reduction and load reduction potential

Feililizet Ftee

10 PROTECT OUR SPRINGS

#JOINTHES5 W MYYARDOURWATER.ORG




Irrigation Design Code
(Chapter 77 Article 6, modified April 2019)

* Expanded into municipalities
— Communication with municipal staff to notify applicants
—Brochures dropped off at Building Departments
— Press release
—Emails to irrigation contractors and building community
— Site visits

—Minimal compliance issues



Irrigation and
stormwater
vehicle wraps




THE
AQUIFER
IS OUR
WATER
SOURCE

ade
ot

: e
ES1902™

e ST - TR L
A L
=

MyYardOurWater.org @

- o



FERTILIZER BANNED

July - February | Sy 58 é;%%‘;if.‘f;z:;‘:,

e o TR
A — RN AT
—r L Wr,-ﬁ%'mv"-&“-i AP o |

#JOIN THE 55 !

ES1902




restrictions
enforced all year.
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Irrigation Social Media Outreach

Do an inspection for leak detection!

Irrigation systems require
annual maintenance.,

'
Y

TA WATCH THE WEATHER, WAIT TO WATER.i

MyYardOurWater.org

QOur Water

ity all connected




Aquifer Awareness

Based on local survey data, less than 50% of residents know
that their drinking water is groundwater from the aquifer.

— Disconnect- “Use less water to save our springs”

2019- One billboard near Archer Rd and SW 34t Street for July
2019

— 4 million views

— Social media yielded 92,000 impressions and 7,000 views of an
educational video

2020- $12,000 total (510,000 Springs Tag Grant)
2021- applied for $10,000 Springs Tag Grant- NOT FUNDED ®



Aquifer Awareness 2020

| Our
water

: It’svallconnected\ ~‘.

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING: Billboard
4/6/2020 -5/3/2020

Budget: S3,335

376,832 Impressions




Social Media Gl My Yard Our Water soa

=~/ Sponsored &
11/1/19-1/31/20 5
The aquifer is our main water source. It feeds
BUdget° S4OO us and our beautiful springs. It's all connected
elm pressions: 43 899 and every drop counts, so please use it wisely.

eReach: 9,228
eLink Clicks: 248

Oour
aquifer

it’s all connected.

ALACHUACOUNTY.US

Use Water Wisely, Alachua! [ SRR ]




The water we use every day is groundwater that comes from the
aquifer, The aquiter also feeds our springs and 1s our drinking

water supply. When we use too much water in our homas and on S G . G 1 1 | I S
our yards, we may be contributing 10 lower v;ater levels at nearby P RI NT ADVE RTI I N ° a I n eSVI e u n
spnngs. Please use only what you need. It's all connected!

l;o?rnh;‘tor'aduooyouruseat'MachuaCount.yWater.om. 3 Su ndays — S]_’OOO
% m AN ff, \ )
Ouy | > Our  suynday Disbursement = 60,000

It's all connected.

T g water

The waler we use every day is groundwater that comes from the
aquiter. The aquifer slso feeds our springs and is our dnnking
water supply. When we use too much water in our homes and on

our yards, we may ba contributing 10 lower water levels at ngarby
springs, Please use only what you need. It's all connected!
Learn how to reduce your use at AlachuaCountyWater.org.

springs water

iIt’s all connected.

our

our - EREE

aquifer *’ \

The water we use every day is groundwater that comes from the
aquifer. The aquifer alse feeds cur springs and Is our drinking
water supply. When we use too much water in our homes and on
our yards, we may ba contributing to lower water levels at nearby
springs. Please use only what you need. It's all connected!

Learn how o reduce your use al AlachuaCountyWaler.org.
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" REGIONAL TRANSIT: 3 RTS Buses

Budget: $1,765

/
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4/1/2020-6/1/2020
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Florida Friendly Landscaping Code for HOAs
(Chapter 77 Article 7, Adopted April 2019)

* Three workshops for HOAs and
management companies

* Included in outreach presentations

e 3 cases to date- all have been
resolved with meetings and site
Visits.

— County Extension staff has been
instrumental




Turf SWAP Landscaping Retrofit Rebate Program

* Goals: Reduce the area of irrigated turf
—Reduce nutrient (fertilizer) pollution

— Reduce outdoor water use

— Promote Florida Friendly Landscaping™

* Program promotion and staffing paid for by
the Gainesville Clean Water
Partnership

Retore



2017-2019 Grant- $240,000 from SJRWMD

AR

50% rebate up to $2,000 PP
135 participants N
1,901 irrigation heads removed

More than 400,000 ft? high volume
irrigation removed

~16 million gallons per year
potential savings (estimated based
on flow rates/avg run times)




Turf SWAP 2020/2021

e S100,000 Grant from SRWMD
* 50% rebate up to $1,500

* Currently open and going
well! e

5




Stormwater Education- 2019 #nofilter Campaign

Surveys indicate that many people
think stormdrains lead to treatment
facilities

~S25,000 from General Fund,

Stormwater Assessment, and
Gainesville Clean Water Partnership.

Social media and buses

— 1,681,803 impressions | Many st ad to waterways with

Rerunning elements in 2020

AlachuaCountyWater.org



2021- Springs Videos!

* We received $12,000 from a Springs License Plate Grant plus
S5,000 County funds to make and market 4-5 springs videos.

— The Aquifer is the source of our drinking water and our springs. When we
use too much water there is not enough left for the springs.

— Landscaping choices can harm our springs.

— Swim, don’t Walk. When visiting springs don’t walk on vegetation or
harass wildlife.

— The springs are important to our economy, and it is in our best interest to
protect them.

— We are always in a springshed.



Thank You!

Stacie Greco
Alachua County Environmental Protection

Sgreco@AlachuaCounty.us

www.MvyYardOurWater.org

www.AlachuaCountyWater.org

Social Marketing and creative services 352_264_6800

provided by UPPERCASE Inc.



mailto:Sgreco@AlachuaCounty.us
http://www.myyardourwater.org/
http://www.alachuacountywater.org/

