
Seminole County Fertilizer 
Ordinance



Fertilizer Ordinance

• Required by NPDES MS4 permit
• Adoption by 12/31/2013
• Minimum standard: “Model Ordinance for 

Florida-Friendly Fertilizer Use on Urban 
Landscapes” (FS 403.9337)



• The fertilizer ordinance
passed the BCC on 
February 28, 2017

• The fertilizer ordinance 
became effective October 
1, 2017

Fertilizer Ordinance



What are the key differences between 
the County and Model Ordinances?

Summer Restricted Period

• Do not use fertilizers containing nitrogen or phosphorus from June 1 – Sept 30 
• Can use iron and other nutrients. “Summer Blends”

During the Non-Restricted season must use 50% or more slow 
release nitrogen (SRN)

• Increases to 65% SRN after 3 years (per FFL/FYN recommendation)

Do not use fertilizer within 15’ of any waterbody or wetland



Implementation Plan
• Focus on education, not enforcement
• Educational components:

– Dedicated webpage 
(seminolecountyfl.gov/fertilizer) 

– On-line calculators to help residents
– FYN/FFL targeted workshops (regional, HOAs)
– PSAs, billboards, vehicle wraps
– Enlisted local advocacy groups to assist
– Voluntary retail store cooperation (signage)

http://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/fertilizer


www.seminolecountyfl.gov/fertilizer



Unique Program Components

• 319 Grant for Fertilizer Educational Outreach
• Three Interconnected Online Calculators:

– SRN %
– Application amount (lbs of fertilizer)
– Reclaimed water adjustment (still in process)

• Quantifying Long Term Impact



Fertilizer Ordinance Study Area

• Wekiva Sub-basin (Sweetwater Cove)
• Pre-Fertilizer Ordinance Survey
• Targeting outreach in the community
• Follow Up Residential Surveys 
• Multi-Year Detailed Nutrient Study



Our waterways start at your front yard

QUESTIONS?
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