
SJRWMD monitoring statusSJRWMD monitoring status
•• Water quality monitored in upper Water quality monitored in upper 

Ocklawaha River basin (UORB) Ocklawaha River basin (UORB) 
since early 1980ssince early 1980s

•• Restoration areas, lakes, Restoration areas, lakes, 
tributaries in UORBtributaries in UORB

•• Generally monthly samplingGenerally monthly sampling
•• Water quality, plankton, Water quality, plankton, 

submersed aquatic vegetation, submersed aquatic vegetation, 
water levelswater levels

•• Monitoring network reMonitoring network re--evaluated evaluated 
annuallyannually





Why does water quality tend to Why does water quality tend to 
deteriorate when water levels are low?deteriorate when water levels are low?

•• Little downstream dischargeLittle downstream discharge
–– Nutrients entering lake from watershed Nutrients entering lake from watershed 

and bottom sediments tend to accumulateand bottom sediments tend to accumulate
–– Algae growing in water tend to accumulateAlgae growing in water tend to accumulate

•• Shallow water leads to more Shallow water leads to more 
resuspension of bottom sedimentsresuspension of bottom sediments

•• Wetland and lake sediments exposed Wetland and lake sediments exposed ––
release nutrientsrelease nutrients

•• Algae blooms reduce oxygen levels and Algae blooms reduce oxygen levels and 
increase pH, which may accelerate increase pH, which may accelerate 
phosphorus release from sedimentsphosphorus release from sediments
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