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Overview

- Agricultural Best Management Practices
- FDACS Role in BMP Implementation
- Producer Options in BMAP Areas
- BMP Implementation Verification
- Senate Bill 712
- Rule Revisions and BMP Manual Updates
- FDACS OAWP Legislative Report
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Framework
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Agricultural Best Management Practices

- Management strategies, tools and practices that 
improve water quality, conserve water, enhance soil 
health and protect water resources

- Based on the best available science and technology
- Must be technically and economically feasible
- Must balance production and water resource 

protection
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Benefits of Agricultural Best Management Practices

- Increase efficiencies in nutrient, irrigation and water 
management
 Conservation and protection of water and environmental 

resources
 Promote climate resiliency and carbon sequestration
 Improve soil health 
 Promote groundwater recharge 
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FDACS Role in BMP Implementation

- Develop BMPs in Manuals and adopt 
BMPs by Rule

- Assist Producers with BMP 
Enrollment 

- Identify and support targeted cost-
share of select BMPs

- Fund research to develop new BMPs 
and improve BMP effectiveness

- Verify proper implementation 
through site visits and record review  



Producer Options in BMAP Areas

1. Sign an NOI and properly 
implement applicable BMPs for 
presumption of compliance, OR

2. Follow an FDEP or WMD-
prescribed water quality 
monitoring plan at a Producer’s 
expense



Highlights within Upper Ocklawaha BMAP

- 22% of all agricultural acres are enrolled in the FDACS 
BMP program

- 51% of all irrigated agricultural acres are enrolled in the 
FDACS BMP program

- Majority of enrollments are Cow/Calf and Citrus



Upper Ocklawaha BMAP Ag Enrollment

Total Acres Enrolled Ag 
Acres

Ag 
Enrolled

Unlikely 
Enrollable

Adjusted 
Total Acres

Adjusted Ag 
Enrolled

101,047 22,310 22% 36,361 64,686 34%



Ag Enrollment by Watershed

Watershed FSAID Ag Lands 
(Acres)

FSAID Ag 
Enrolled 
(Acres)

Ag 
Enrolled

Unlikely 
Enrollable

Adjusted 
Total Acres

Adjusted 
Ag 

Enrolled
Lake Apopka 10,233.29 2,131.78 21% 4,069.21 6,164.07 35%
Lake Beauclair 1,769.23 678.27 38% 268.77 1,500.46 45%
Lake Carlton 944.60 211.18 22% 131.87 812.72 26%
Lake Dora 725.60 318.57 44% 264.96 460.64 69%
Lake Eustis 898.73 225.95 25% 386.69 512.04 44%
Lake Griffin 7,724.68 1,800.98 23% 1,965.44 5,759.23 31%
Lake Harris 6,894.88 845.83 12% 2,467.38 4,427.50 19%
Palatlakaha River 41,097.95 10,885.09 26% 10,438.01 30,659.94 36%
Trout Lake 1,840.43 395.55 21% 544.35 1,296.08 31%
Lake Weir 1,978.02 117.05 6% 977.09 1,000.94 12%
Lake Yale 4,702.66 972.21 21% 1,342.30 3,360.37 29%
Remaining Upper Ocklawaha 
Basin 39,883.77 5,964.58 15% 14,430.49 25,453.28 23%



22%78%

Enrolled Acreage vs 
Remaining Acreage

Agricultural Lands within Upper Ocklawaha BMAP
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BMAP Area  
(Acres)

FSAID Ag 
Lands 
(Acres)

FSAID Ag 
Enrolled

(Acres)

FSAID Ag 
Remaining

(Acres)

Remaining 
Unlikely Enrollable

(Acres)

Remaining Likely 
Enrollable

(Acres)

562,000 101,047 22,310 78,737 36,361 43,126

82% 18%

BMAP Area vs 
FSAID Ag Lands

54%
46%

Remaining Acreage: 
Likely Enrollable Ag vs 
Unlikely Enrollable Ag



Unlikely Enrollable Agricultural Lands 
within Upper Ocklawaha BMAP
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Category Acres

Unenrolled Ag within State Lands 5,041

Parcel Use Code and/or Owner –
Unlikely Ag 6,501

Residential Development 662

Timberland 5,523

Parcel Data Unavailable 2,474

Aerial review and/or DOR parcel info –
Unlikely Ag 16,160

Unenrolled Ag 
w/n State Lands

14%

Parcel Use Code 
and/or Owner -

Unlikely Ag
18%

Residential 
Development

2%

Timberland
15%

Parcel Data 
Unavailable

7%

Aerial review 
and/or DOR parcel 
info - Unlikely Ag

44%

Remaining Acreage: Unlikely Ag Breakdown



Remaining Likely Enrollable Agricultural Lands
within Upper Ocklawaha BMAP
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Ag Acres 
within Parcel Parcel Count Total Ag 

Acres

< 1 154 90

1 - < 25 1,977 16,011

25 - < 50 265 9,290

50 - < 250 173 15,658

≥ 250 6 2,077
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- Process to verify the status of implementation of BMPs -
required by 2016 law, strengthened by SB 712 (2020)

- Status of BMP implementation gathered from field staff site 
visits conducted on all enrolled farms, including record 
review 

- Data utilized to track compliance and provide information 
for development of the required annual report to the 
Legislature

- Large workload - requires the assistance of enrolled 
producers and field staff working together

BMP Implementation Verification



- Implementation verification site visits to audit the 
proper implementation of best management practices 
by enrolled producers at least every two years

- Collection and Retention of nutrient application records

- Transfer of nutrient application information to FDEP for 
utilization in BMAP assessment

- Development of a research plan to inform future LBR 
development beginning in the 2022 Legislative Session

New SB 712 Requirements



New SB 712 Requirements

- During a verification visit, producer records are required 
to demonstrate compliance with the BMPs (Collect and 
Review)

- Certain records detailing nutrient application are 
required to be collected and retained by OAWP

- OAWP Rulemaking to standardize record retention 
across varied BMP manuals and recordkeeping 
processes (Nutrient Application Record Form)

- Nutrient application information is provided to the 
FDEP for utilization within BMAP assessment 



OAWP Implementation of SB 712

- BMP Research Solicitation
- https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Best-Management-Practices/BMP-

Research

- Human Resources
- 8 additional FTEs 
- Prioritize IVs in targeted BMAPs
- Update training and staff guidance on enrollment and implementation verification

- Implementation Verification
- Record retention pursuant to IV visits initiated July 1, 2020
- Development of NARF for utilization on IV visits to retain nutrient application 

information
- Rule Making

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Best-Management-Practices/BMP-Research


Producer Outreach
- FAQs Document
- Technical Assistance under 

development
- Video Assistance under 

development
- Continued collaboration with 

UF/IFAS Extension to raise 
awareness

OAWP Implementation of SB 712



- Update language for consistency with SB 712
- Definitions (5M-1.001)
- Implementation Verification (5M-1.008)

- “collect and review” records for compliance
- “collect and retain” NARF or substantially similar records

- BMP Implementation Assistance (5M-1.009)
- Update timeframes for corrective action implementation 

and referral to FDEP for compliance/enforcement

Chapter 5M-1 Rule Revisions



Upcoming BMP Manual Revisions

- Revision of the 2008 Cow/Calf BMP 
Manual

- Includes new BMPs for stocker and 
backgrounding operations

- Manual has been initially verified as 
effective by FDEP

- Will require revision to Rule 5M-11, 
F.A.C. to adopt manual by reference



Upcoming BMP Manual Revisions

- Revision of the 2008 Sod BMP Manual
- Includes new 4Rs narrative in nutrient 

management section and reformatted 
BMP Checklist that contains all BMPs 
within three sections

- Manual has been initially verified as 
effective by FDEP

- Will require revision to Rule 5M-9, 
F.A.C. to adopt manual by reference



Adopted BMP Manuals
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** Manuals to be developed – Hemp and Diversified Operations



2020 FDACS Legislative Report



Questions?

Cori Hermle, Environmental Consultant
Corinne.Hermle@FDACS.gov – (386) 643-1963
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