Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
Wacissa Springs Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP)
Question and Answer (Q&A) Summary
Public Meeting on May 6, 2024
1:00 pm — 1:58 pm
Via GoToWebinar
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Wacissa Spring Group BMAP Overview

There were no questions for this section.
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Nitrogen Source Inventory Loading Tool (NSILT) Results

Q: How are the tannins being considered in the total maximum daily loads (TMDLs)?

A: This would be a question for the TMDL staff. The TMDL is for nitrate concentrations, but the
effects of water color (from tannins) and historic algal levels at different nitrate concentrations
are reviewed.

Q: How are the attenuation factors derived--a 70% attenuation for turf grass and 85% attenuation
for dairies seems high?
A: Attenuation factors are based on published literature values.

Q: What is the difference between the older NSILTs and the new methodology?

A: After reviewing the assumptions, some factors were changed due to new information being
available. Some of the larger changes in the new NSILTs were to the onsite sewage treatment
and disposal systems (OSTDS) and urban turf fertilizer (UTF) categories. For OSTDS, the
attenuation factor was updated based on additional literature and updated per person loading. For
UTF, we used different sources of information to categorize pervious and impervious
percentages. For farm fertilizer, nursery loading was changed for all basins where nurseries are
present.

Q: Does the spatial assessment estimate conforms with the general findings from the new
groundwater monitoring values and, if so, what appears to be the reason for the high 2.7
milligrams per liter (mg/L) for nitrate at monitoring well number 5?

A: We have just started getting the sampling data in December from the new wells, so we have
not done a full evaluation of how those values relate to the surrounding land use or what impact
the land use may have on those values. DEP plans to review the groundwater data as things
progress but need a longer period of record to do an adequate evaluation.

Q: Is achieving advanced wastewater treatment (AWT) for total nitrogen (TN) at wastewater
facilities assumed or modeled to achieve the TMDL at the spring vent?

A New and existing wastewater treatment facilities (WWTFs) with a DEP-permitted discharge or
disposal area within the BMAP are required to meet the effluent limits listed in the BMAP
document. Facilities operating at AWT will contribute to the overall reductions needed
throughout the springshed to ultimately achieve the TMDL at the spring vent.

Spring Vent Load Analysis Results
There were no questions during this section.

Next Steps - BMAP Updates

Q: Are there are consequences to the responsible entity for not meeting the 5-, 10-, and 15-year

milestones?

A: HB 1379 requires any entity with a specific pollutant load reduction requirement established
in a BMAP to identify the projects or strategies that the entity will undertake to meet the current
S-year pollution reduction milestones and submit such projects to DEP for inclusion in the
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appropriate BMAP. Entities not meeting their reduction milestones will be considered
noncompliant with their BMAP requirements and can receive notices of violation or monetary
fines.
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