
Cyperaceae & 

Juncaceae
Getting to Genus and Species 



 CYPERACEAE –THE SEDGE FAMILY
Key courtesy of Erick Revuelta, SJRWMD



 

Inflorescence Spike with visible rachis Spikelet 



 



Spike Not congested; spikelet in radiating clusters or panicles 

Spike congested; spikelet in cylindrical or globose head



 

Spikes in this group are cylindrical or globose; many in this group 
are transitional or UPL, but C. ligularis is FACW.  



 

Spikes in this group are in radiating clusters or panicles; spikelets 
are spaced along an elongated, visible rachis (stalk). 11 species 
in FL, many in lake margins and other wet places. 



 

Spikes in this group are in radiating clusters or panicles; rachis 
HIDDEN by the spikelets; Many species, many of wet places. 
Stem of C. haspan strongly 3-sided but soft; all but C.  
polystachyos have 3-sided achene   
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