1. When should an Alternative Restoration Plan be submitted to the department for a waterbody to be considered for assessment category 4b or 4e?
The department updates the statewide assessment list on a biennial basis in even numbered years. The department encourages local stakeholders to begin developing plans and undertaking restoration activities at the earliest practical time to restore waters that are not attaining applicable water quality standards. Ideally, alternative restoration plans should be submitted to the department with sufficient time to review the restoration objectives, projects, timelines, etc. and any supporting documentation prior to the completion of the next assessment cycle, as well as, before the water is prioritized for TMDL development.

