BR WARD Draft implementation of Turbidity Criterion

Talk Points

corresponding benefits,

BACKGROUND

* While the Draft Rule Proposes consideration of the natural variability in turbidity levels, the
©  Sampling must be done when weather conditions remain relatively uniform throughout a

wind speed or direction is expected to change significantly.
o Data collected during these periods of “changing or extreme weather conditions” shall not

Standards must be assessed over three (3) tidal cycles, at a minimum.

o The proposed method for establishing background conditions is defined as incorporating
natural variability. However, if any outliers are found within the dataset, guidance requires
removal of these prior to establishment of turbidity standards. Removal of these
datapoints specifically excludes natural variability from the data set.
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IMPLICATIONS
* The turbidity criterion for corals will affect dredging, beach nourishment, resiliency and
other projects. Implementation of this protocol could impose frequent shut down of coastal
construction projects and idle time, resulting in significantly higher costs and extensive delays in

construction timelines.

RECOMMENDATIONS
* Broward County supports a more protective turbidity standard for coral reef protection but only

after the state studies seasonal turbidity standards, inclusive of a more complete range of natural
variability, based upon established science.

* Due to the temporary nature of dredging, bypass, and beach renourishment projects and their
impacts on the local and regional economies, special consideration for these projects to minimize
turbidity to the extent practicable should be written into the rules.

* Extensive time, money, and effort have been performed by Broward County, state and federal
agencies relating to the Sand Bypass and the federally authorized Port Everglades Deepening
and Widening Project. A change to the criteria for such projects could devastate established
timelines and may prevent feasibility. Current turbidity standards should remain in place during
the final permitting of these projects.

ACTION REQUESTED
Stakeholders are urged to review both Implementation and Revised Turbidity Criterion supporting

documents with consideration of how proposed guidance could impact future construction dredging,
beach nourishment and resiliency projects. Broward County urges attendance and comment at the
Triennial Review of Surface Water Quality Standards Public Workshop on November 6, 9:00AM at Nova
Southeastern University, Halmos College of Natural Sciences and Oceanography, Guy Harvey
Oceanographic Center Auditorium, 8000 N. Ocean Drive, Dania Beach, Florida.



