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Kaitlyn Sutton
Water Quality Standards Program Division of Environmental Assessment and Restoration
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Tallahassee, FL 32399

RE: Triennial Review of Florida’s Water Quality Standards

Dear Ms. Sutton,

I am writing to you to urge the state to set limits for toxic algae in Florida’s lakes, rivers, springs, and estuaries- waterways that experience some of the country’s most debilitating blooms.  We implore you to establish legal limits for cyanotoxins, standards that will help trigger public notifications when blooms are dangerous, promote long-term planning to curtail causative pollution, and change water-management practices contributing to outbreaks.

As permanent residents, we are keenly aware of the devastating effect that blooms have on our beautiful Caloosahatchee, Estero, and Naples bays, rivers, and estuaries.  Not only is the impact of algal blooms financial, measured in hundreds of millions of dollars to local economies, algae produce harmful cyanotoxins posing severe health risks to people and wildlife.

Thank you for taking the actions necessary to protect our environment, our local economies our people and wildlife from the noxious consequences of algae bloom.

Sincerely,
James Pendergast
28217 Islet Trail
Bonita Springs, FL 34134
James.patrick.pendergast@gmail.com
