Turbidity monitoring standard established at the June 27, 2003 meeting in Marathon*
Pre-project monitoring shall establish background turbidity levels and sediment characteristics in the main ship channel and in areas supporting resources of special concern (e.g., coral reef and hard bottom communities) located adjacent to the main ship channel.  Turbidity shall be monitored every two hours at fixed monitoring stations throughout the duration of the dredging activities.  The fixed monitoring stations shall be located in areas identified through consultation with the FKNMS, NOAA Fisheries, and the EPA.  If a turbidity reading exceeds 15 NTU above background in an area that supports resources of special concern (e.g., coral reef and hard bottom communities), then the dredging operations shall cease until 1) the environmental conditions return to ambient levels and 2) the cause for the spike in turbidity is determined and corrected.  If a turbidity reading is between 0-14 NTU above background in an area that supports resources of special concern, then turbidity levels at the location of the disturbance shall be monitored every 15 minutes after the first reading that is greater than 0 NTU above background.  If turbidity levels exceed 15 NTU above background at a subsequent 15-minute interval monitoring event, dredging operations shall immediately cease until 1) the environmental conditions return to ambient levels and 2) the cause for the spike in turbidity is determined and corrected.  If turbidity levels do not return to ambient conditions within 45 minutes (after 3 subsequent monitoring events) of the first reading, then dredging operations shall immediately cease until conditions return to 0 NTU above background and the source of the elevated turbidity is determined and corrected.

*Note: this is NOAA Fisheries interpretation of the recommended protocol for turbidity monitoring.

