
 
 
 

 
Broward County Board of County Commissioners 

Mark Bogen • Lamar P. Fisher • Beam Furr • Steve Geller • Dale V.C. Holness • Nan H. Rich • Tim Ryan • Barbara Sharief • Michael Udine 
www.broward.org 

 
 
 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND GROWTH MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE DIVISION  
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 329H • Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 • 954-519-1270 • FAX 954-519-1496 
 
November 19, 2019 
 
Kaitlyn Sutton 
2600 Blair Stone Road 
Mail Station 6511 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400 
 
Dear Ms. Sutton, 
 
To supplement agency comment provided at the November 6, 2019 Workshop in Fort Lauderdale, 
please accept the following comments on behalf of Broward County in response to the proposed 
revisions to the turbidity criterion in subsection 62-302.530 (70), Florida Administrative Code 
(F.A.C.).  As previously stated, Broward County supports revisiting current turbidity standards for 
coral reef protection. However, the County is opposed to the current Draft Implementation of the 
Turbidity Criterion for the Protection of Coral Reef and Hardbottom Communities (Draft Rule) by 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). The Draft Rule proposes to revise 
project turbidity limits to those encountered during sampling of still water conditions. These 
turbidity limits do not account for seasonal variability and will create significant risk to the County’s 
permitting process and contractors during bidding and construction of projects. This risk can be 
expected to significantly increase the cost of coastal projects without corresponding benefits. 
 
While the Draft Rule proposes consideration of the natural variability in turbidity levels, the 
guidance substantially biases the data towards unnaturally calm conditions with artificially low 
turbidity levels based on the following: 
 

 Sampling must be done when weather conditions remain relatively uniform throughout a 
tidal cycle. 

 Applicants must avoid sampling when weather fronts are moving through the area or when 
wind speed or direction is expected to change significantly. 

 Data collected during these periods of “changing or extreme weather conditions” shall not 
be used. 

 Clarification of these weather events or conditions would be required as they are not 
defined. 

 Standards must be assessed over three (3) tidal cycles, at a minimum. 
 The proposed method for establishing background conditions is defined as incorporating 

natural variability. However, if any outliers are found within the dataset, guidance requires 
removal of these prior to establishment of turbidity standards. Removal of these datapoints 
specifically excludes natural variability from the data set. 

 
There is also concern about the pre-project baseline not being established no more than 3 months 
prior to beginning a project. For purposes of bidding and awarding a project, this is impossible. 
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Cc:     Bertha Henry, County Administrator  
Monica Cepero, Deputy County Administrator  
Henry Sniezek, Director, EPGMD 

 Nicole Sharp, Natural Resources Administrator, EPCRD 
 Marty Cassini, Intergovernmental Affairs/Boards Section Manager 
 Glenn Wiltshire, Acting Chief Executive and Port Director  
 Peg Buchan, Assistant Port Director  
 David Anderton, Assistant Director of Port Everglades 
 




