Silver Springs Group

At least 16 springs give rise to the Silver River within the upper 0.6 mile (1.0 km) stretch.

JACOB’S WELL SPRING - Lat. 29°

12’ 53.92” N, Long. 82° 03’ 06.56” W

(NW¼ NW¼ SW¼ sec. 6, T. 15 S, R.

23 E). Jacob’s Well Spring is located

on the south side of the upper Silver

River approximately 500 ft (152.4 m)

downstream from the head (Main)

spring. It is the first spring encountered

downstream from the main boil.

Jacob’s Well also is known as Spring

of the Stars. Jacob’s Well Spring

occupies a conical depression with

sand slopes and is inundated by the

Silver River. Limestone is exposed

around the vent. Estimated depth is

20 ft (6.1 m). The spring has a sand

bottom and the water is clear and

bluish. A slight boil on the river’s surface

is visible. Jacob’s Well Spring is

visited daily by glass-bottom boat

tours from the surrounding Silver

Springs Park.

SILVER SPRING NO. 1 - Lat. 29° 12’

53.51” N, Long. 82° 03’ 47.74” W

(NE¼ NW¼ SW¼ sec. 6, T. 15 S, R.

23 E). Silver Spring No. 1 is located

along the upper Silver River approximately

100 ft (30.5 m) north of

Reception Hall Spring. It is located

on the bottom of the river in a circular,

bowl-shaped depression. Silver

Spring No. 1 is a small spring with a

circular, bowl-shaped depression. Depth measures 20.3 ft (6.2 m) over the vent. The spring

bottom is sand with some aquatic grass. Flow from the spring suspends sand and debris in

the water column. The spring also is known as Bridal Chamber (Odum, 1957).

SILVER SPRING NO. 2 - Lat. 29° 12’ 54.43” N, Long. 82° 03’ 03.41” W (NE¼ NW¼ SW¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 2 is located along the upper Silver River approximately

150 ft (45.7 m) northeast of Silver Spring No. 1 on the south side of the river. Silver

Spring No. 2 occupies a circular, bowl-shaped depression measuring 17.2 ft (5.2 m) deep.

The water is clear and bluish and aquatic grasses are abundant on the sand and limestone

bottom. This spring also may be known as Devil’s Kitchen or Alligator Hole (Odum, 1957).

SILVER SPRING NO. 3 - Lat. 29° 12’ 55.39” N, Long. 82° 03’ 00.70” W (SE¼ SW¼ NW¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 3 is located along the upper Silver River approximately

250 ft (76.2 m) east or downstream of Silver Spring No. 2, on the south side of the

river. There is a small spit of land between Silver Springs No. 2 and No. 3. It is also located

approximately 100 ft (30.5 m) northwest of Blue Grotto. Silver Spring No. 3 issues from

the bottom of Silver River in a roughly circular depression. Several sand boils discharge

clear blue water from a depth of 18.0 ft (5.5 m). Aquatic vegetation surrounds the exposed

sand boils. Along the southern shore is a thin strip of hardwood and cypress trees and a

man-made channel beyond. The channel parallels the Silver River and is used for cruises

associated with Silver Springs Adventure Park. High ground rises beyond the channel up

to 15 ft (4.5 m) about the water surface. An exotic animal zoo is located on this hill. The

spring also is called Geyser Spring (Odum, 1957).

SILVER SPRING NO. 4 - Lat. 29° 12’ 58.17” N, Long. 82° 02’ 57.10” W (SW¼ SE¼ NW¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 4 is located along the upper Silver River approximately

400 ft (121.9 m) northeast of Blue Grotto, within a cove on the north side of the

Silver River channel. Silver Spring No. 4 has at least three separate vents that discharge

into a small cove on the north side of the Silver River. Depth over the center of the spring

measures 15.7 ft (4.8 m). The bottom is sand with exposed limestone around the vent with

abundant aquatic vegetation and algae along the edges of the spring. The water is clear and

bluish. The spring produced a sizeable boil on the water surface in October 2003. There is

a sunken boat within the spring depression. A grass lawn and buildings associated with

Silver River Adventure Park are northwest of the spring. Odum (1957) refers to this spring

as Christmas Tree Springs
SILVER SPRING NO. 5 - Lat. 29° 12’ 58.00” N, Long. 82° 02’ 54.58” W (SW¼ SE¼ NW¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 5 is located along the upper Silver River approximately

200 ft (61 m) east or downstream from Silver Spring No. 4, within a cove on the

north side of the Silver River channel. This spring is immediately east of the jungle cruise

docks. Silver Spring No. 5 discharges into a cove on the north side of the Silver River. Depth

over the vent measures 17 ft (5.2 m). The spring has a sand bottom with exposed limestone

near the vent. Aquatic grass and algae are abundant in the spring pool. The water is clear

and bluish, and a boil was visible over the spring vent in October 2004. The spring is surrounded

by Silver Springs Adventure Park.

SILVER SPRING NO. 6 - Lat. 29° 12’ 56.04” N, Long. 82° 02’ 50.67” W (SW¼ SE¼ NW¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 6 is located on the upper Silver River approximately

350 ft (106.7 m) east or downstream from Silver Spring No. 5. It is situated on the

south side of the Silver River on the river bottom. Silver Spring No. 6 occupies a roughly

circular depression on the bottom of the Silver River. Maximum depth is 23.9 ft (7.3 m)

deep. The spring bottom consists of sand, limestone, and aquatic grasses. Dark brown and

green filamentous algae cover most aquatic substrates in the spring and surrounding Silver

River. Odum (1957) refers to this spring as Sunfish Shelf.

SILVER SPRING NO. 7 - Lat. 29° 12’ 56.14” N, Long. 82° 02’ 46.92” W (SE¼ SE¼ NW¼ sec.

6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 7 is located along the south side of the upper Silver

River approximately 320 ft (97.5 m) east or downstream from Silver Spring No. 6. Silver

Spring No. 7 occupies what Odum (1957) called No Name Cove. The spring pool within the

cove is circular and measures 14.2 ft (4.3 m) deep. The bottom is sand at the vent and covered

with detritus elsewhere because of low energy flow conditions within the spring cove.

No boil was visible during the October 2003 visit. The spring is surrounded by forested

floodplain to the east, south, and west that is part of the Silver River State Park.

SILVER SPRING NO. 8 - Lat. 29° 12’ 57.74” N, Long. 82° 02’ 44.99” W (SE¼ SE¼ NW¼ sec.

6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 8 is located along the upper Silver River approximately

250 ft (76.2 m) northeast of Silver Spring No. 7. It is situated on the river bottom on

the north side of the river channel. Silver Spring No. 8 issues from the bottom of the Silver

River. Limestone boulders are exposed around the vent. The clear, bluish spring is 16.3 ft

(5.0 m) deep. There is a white pipe visible in the spring originating from land on the north

side of the spring. A fence is also present on the north side of the spring. Land around the

spring is forested floodplain. Odum (1957) refers to Silver Spring No. 8 as Second

Fisherman’s Paradise.

SILVER SPRING NO. 9 - Lat. 29° 12’ 56.16” N, Long. 82° 02’ 43.83” W (SE¼ SE¼ NW¼ sec.

6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 9 is located on the upper Silver River approximately

200 ft (61 m) southeast of Silver Spring No. 8. Silver Spring No. 9 flows from the bottom of

the Silver River. The spring vent is 19.6 ft (6.0 m) deep and there is limestone exposed in

the depression. The river and spring are clear and distinctly bluish. Aquatic vegetation and

algae are common in the area. The spring is located in the middle of the river channel and

is surrounded on all sides by the Silver River. A lowland forest extends along the river

banks. Odum (1957) refers to this spring as Catfish Hotel.

SILVER SPRING NO. 10 - Lat. 29° 12’ 55.50” N, Long. 82° 02’ 42.52” W (SW¼ SW¼ NE¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 10 is located on the upper Silver River approximately

100 ft (30.5 m) southeast of Silver Spring No. 9, south of the western tip of a 250 ft

(76.2 m) long forested island. Silver Spring No. 10 issues from a rocky depression on the bottom

of the Silver River. Maximum depth is 23.3 ft (7.1 m) and the spring and river waters

are clear and sky blue. Aquatic grass and algae abound in the area. A turbulent boil is produced

on the river surface above the vent. The turbulence is caused by both spring flow and

river current deflection over limestone boulders located in the spring depression. Silver

Spring No. 10 occupies what Odum (1957) refers to as Paradise Park.

SILVER SPRING NO. 11 - Lat. 29° 12’ 55.59” N, Long. 82° 02’ 38.06” W (SW¼ SW¼ NE¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 11 is located on the upper Silver River approxi-

mately 450 ft (137.2 m) east of Silver Spring No. 10 or about 150 ft (45.7 m) east of the eastern

end of a 250 ft (76.2 m) long island in the river. Silver Spring No. 11 occupies a depression

in the bottom of the Silver River. A sand boil issues from 17.9 ft (5.5 m) deep. Aquatic

vegetation surrounds the sand vent. Directly upstream from this spring there is a larger,

deeper section of the Silver River within which sits a sunken boat. This deep, blue section

of the river harboring the sunken boat is an attraction that is frequented by the glass bottom

boat tours. Forested floodplain extends on both sides of the river. Silver Spring No. 11

is referred to by Odum (1957) as Catfish Convention Hall.

SILVER SPRING NO. 12 - Lat. 29° 12’ 56.97” N, Long. 82° 02’ 42.01” W (SW¼ SW¼ NE¼

sec. 6, T. 15 S, R. 23 E). Silver Spring No. 12 is located on the northwest side of the forested

island approximately 150 ft (45.7 m) north of Silver Spring No. 10. It is situated on the

bottom of the northern fork of the river channel that goes around the 250 ft (76.2 m) long

island. Silver Spring No. 12 discharges into a depression from the bottom of the Silver

River. Maximum depth is 20.2 ft (6.2 m). The spring bottom is sand with sticks and mollusk

shells littered across the depression. Water is clear blue and aquatic vegetation is

abundant. A forested floodplain extends on both sides of the river. The spring also is called

Turtle Hook (Odum, 1957).
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