Rick,

I am designing the algal assessments for Upper Wacissa & Madison Blue, and wanted to run my “game plans” by you. Each system is different in size and scale; thus the differing approaches:
UPPER WACISSA RIVER (field work scheduled for May 2):
Tasks:

1)  Photo-documentation & sketches showing algal distribution in Upper Wacissa River. “Upper Wacissa” refers to the portion of the river from the vicinity of the Public Park near the headsprings downriver to just below Big Blue Spring Run;
2)  Sample four springs (Log, Wacissa #2, Cassidy, Big Blue) for “quarterly” springs analytes (including sucralose and N-isotopes). Two of these sites are also quarterly spring sites; 
3) Collect WQ samples from four river stations. Same analytes as springs, plus Secchi depth, chlorophyll-a, phaeophytin-a, and BOD (5-day) – see attached map for proposed sampling locations;

4) Collect (for lab ID) samples of any unusual algal species encountered.

MADISON BLUE SPRING RUN (field work will be scheduled for early May):
Tasks:

1) Conduct a Rapid Periphyton Survey (RPS) by establishing 10m transects along the spring run from the Withlacoochee River up to the spring basin. Photograph benthic SAV within 0.5 x 0.5m quadrats – one each at 10%, 50%, and 90% across each transect. Results can be compared to the three RPS surveys done at this site in Spring, 2010;
2) Photograph algal areas within the spring basin, capturing various species encountered; also any unusual algal areas within the spring run not captured by the RPS;
3) Sample Madison Blue Spring for “quarterly” field and lab analytes, including sucralose and N-isotopes;

4) Sketch spring basin and run, showing distribution of benthic vegetation;

5) Collect (for lab ID) samples of any unusual algal species encountered.

Let me know what you think…
