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Previous Meeting Minutes

The last PWWS Program meeting was held September 5, 2003.   The SRA group agreed that the SRA concept should be explored.  Joe Hand provided the values for nitrate, fecal coliforms and total coliforms; and Nancy Ross provided the values for e. coli and enterococci.  Where there were standards other than  single maxima, the group agreed to use the most conservative value providing that local ground water investigations may provide an opportunity to consider the standard and calculation for that surface water class.

Ground Water Assessment Methodology 

· The group reviewed tables and maps from the 2004 305(b) assessment that illustrate an application of the new Ground Water Resource Index (GRI) and GW-SW Relational Assessment (SRA) concept.  The group had a favorable opinion of using the new concept and future work groups are planned to refine protocols for local gw-sw assessments related to a potential issue or impaired water body of interest.

· The new retrieval system, Hydroport was discussed along with available ground water data limitations.  The methods used to determine the percent of wells over the GRI/SRA reference values were reviewed.

Assessing Potential GW Influences on SW Quality 

· The group reviewed the tables of proposed reference values for the SRA.  

· After a discussion of issues, the group recommended the following for future adjustments or alternatives to the current GW – SW Threshold Reference Values.  

· The column in the table showing the Toxicity Reference Values should be removed.
· Nancy Ross will follow-up on an assessment of the need for a lower barium value.
· Waterbody Class discussion -- The Class I or most conservative values are acceptable for the Tier I initial basin-wide screening, but the appropriate standards (based on surface water class) will be applied for specific local IWR waterbodies.  Debra Harrington plans to address this by integrating the ability to specify local standards into Hydroport in the future. 
· Nutrient discussion – The current threshold values for nitrate (total as N) and phosphorus (total as P) that are based on total nitrogen and total phosphorus in lakes will be used for the Tier 1 screening, with more waterbody-specific thresholds considered for more detailed assessments.  Nitrate + nitrite will have the same value as nitrate and filtered samples will be included in the analyses.  Orthophosphate will be added to the SRA list.  Wayne Magley, Joe Hand and Debra Harrington will look at the magnitude of difference in filtering orthophosphate compared to total phosphorus and make future recommendations to the group for an orthophosphate value.  Filtered nitrate, nitrate + nitrite and ammonia samples are acceptable to use with the SRA values. 
· Metals discussion – Jan suggested that subregional background levels may be established for some metals eliminating the need for individual TMDL gw-sw investigations.  Since the data identified a number of basins with potential mercury issues, DEP staff with specific mercury expertise will be consulted about future ultra-clean sampling techniques.  Daryll suggested adding the appropriate caveats for the historic data that will be used until the Status Network Cycle 2 metals data is released.
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