OBJECTIVES OF THE STATUS NETWORK

(Prepared by Debra Harrington 10/16/02)
(1) Does statewide groundwater meet its designated use for potable water

a. Identify statewide potential analytes 

b. Select indicator analytes 

c. Health-based issues 

i. Magnitude of detections (MCL or GCL) 

ii. Toxicity issues

(2) Determine scope and scale for analytes of concern

a. Normalize sampling density for reporting units

i. Calculate number of samples per reporting unit area

b. Evaluate size of area for concern for each analyte

i. Hot spot

ii. Basin concern

iii. Statewide concern

c. Depth of investigation warranted

i. Tier I – indications of concern for statewide analytes

ii. Tier II – specific issues basin wide analytes or analytes too expensive for statewide standard list or GW/SW interaction (TMDL support)

iii. Tier III – site specific

(3) Identify aquifers impacted and whether confined/unconfined

a. Random sampling should consider equal representation from each aquifer used for potable water

i. Surficial

ii. Intermediate

iii. Unconfined Floridan

iv. Confined Floridan

b. Definition for “confined” should be stated and uniformly applied
c. Wells in aquifers not used for potable water should not be sampled
i. Direct funds to aquifers that are used for potable water
ii. Direct funds to more comprehensive analyte list
(4) List frame for random selection of wells should be standardized

a. Changing list frame during cycle should be avoided

b. Percentage of well types should be evaluated before establishing list frame

i. Include same percentage of background wells

c. Specific list frame considerations for metal sampling

i. Metal casing

ii. Recorders

iii. Lead weights

(5) Statistical analyses

a. Typical range

i. Identify matrix influenced analytes

ii. Identify land use influenced analytes

b. Is this statistically different from adjoining areas/aquifers

c. Relate to anthropogenic or natural source

i. Natural occurrence

ii. Land use

d. Trend analyses

i. Historic background network

ii. Updated background network 

e. Statistical differences in populations
