*Note:  The term “Risk Indicator” is used when analytes that do not have a formal ground water standard are compared to the Maximum Contaminant Limit (MCL).  Two general conditions where Risk Indicators are applied include: (1) fecal coliforms with a threshold of 4 colonies/mL; and (2) using MCLs to evaluate filtered samples when ground water standards are based on unfiltered samples.   Risk Indicators point out those filtered samples that exceeded a ground water standard, but do not necessarily estimate the number of exceedances that would have occurred with unfiltered samples.  Depending on the analyte, filtration has been shown to both underestimate (e.g., fluoride) and overestimate (e.g., nitrate+nitrite) the MCL exceedance frequency.
