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Potable water

Highest designated use of ground water.

Uses ground water standards for contaminant 

groups such as BIOLOGICAL, NUTRIENTS, 

ORGANICS, INORGANICS AND SALTWATER 

INTRUSION.

The 

GRI 

is based on the percent of wells that 

exceed a ground water standard and is 

calculated with and without aquifer 

stratification.

DEP ground water data from recent and 

historic programs are considered in the 

assessment. 

The 

GRI

is used to identify basin-wide ground 

water issues and subregional areas that may 

need further investigation.
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Base flow

Baseflowthat supports aquatic life.

Uses surface water criteria and reference values 

to evaluate ground water.

Waterbodies and analytes listed for TMDL 

development are given priority.  

The 

SRA

is initially based on the percent of wells 

that exceed a threshold related to the 

environmental conditions necessary to support 

aquatic life. 

Other integrated information such as 

topography, hydrology, stratigraphy, percent 

baseflow, and microlanduse are also considered.  

The 

SRA

is used to identify regional ground 

water geochemical signatures that could impact 

surface water.


