NOTICE TO RESIDENTS:
TO MADISON AND HAMILTON COUNTY RESIDENTS LIVING IN OR NEAR:
THE WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER BETWEEN HIGHWAY 6 AND HIGHWAY 141 BRIDGES
DYE TRACER STUDY: 
DOWNSTREAM BLUE SPRING CAVE
 MAY, 2004 

Conducted by: KARST ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC.

For the: SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
During the month of May, 2004, Karst Environmental Services, Inc. will be conducting a dye trace study authorized by the Suwannee River Water Management District within the cave passages downstream of Madison Blue Spring in Madison and Hamilton Counties.  The results of this study will provide the SRWMD, the FDEP and others with additional important data regarding groundwater movement and connections of the Blue Spring Cave System and various springs along the Withlacoochee River.
We will be releasing dye within the downstream Courtyard passage of the Madison Blue Springs Cave on the afternoon of May 12, 2004.  The springs and river from Madison Blue Springs to above the Highway 141 bridge will be monitored for about at least a two week period to see if and when the dyes arrive there.  The tracing dye that is being used for this project is fluorescein (yellowish-green in color), a non-toxic tracer dye that is used routinely across the United States for these types of tracer studies.  The dye will be well-diluted when released, and these substances break down naturally in the environment.  Once diluted in the environment, these dyes are harmless, and present absolutely no danger to users of local well water.  

It is unlikely that the dye would be visible to the naked eye, should it pass near a well.  If you wish to participate in this tracer study, simply run the tap a bit, fill a clear drinking glass and shine a flashlight through it in a darkened room. If the dye is present, a yellowish-green tint may be visible.  If you make such an observation, please note the time, save a sample in your refrigerator, and call the numbers listed below.  We will send a technician out to retrieve a water sample and check it for the tracer.


The information collected during this tracer study will assist the Suwannee River Water Management District, the FDEP and others with a primary goal of protecting the water quality in this area.  All data collected during this study will be available as public information.
CONTACTS

       
For further information regarding this dye trace, or if you have any observations of water color changes during this tracer study, please contact Pete Butt at Karst Environmental Services, Inc., (386) 454-3556  or 454-2147, or cell phone at (352) 339-3380.  Additional contacts include: Jerry Murphy at 454-0349.

