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Franklin County Report
September 10, 2010

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is collecting and analyzing water, sediment, and oil samples from Florida’s coastal waters in response to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  These samples are being collected for a variety of purposes.  There is a delay from when the samples are collected to when the results are reported due to the time that it takes to deliver the samples to the lab and then analyze the samples.  We are striving for a four day turnaround time.    

New Information: 
· Note:  New results are highlighted below. 
· This week 2 water samples on Tuesday and 2 water samples on Thursday were taken. 
· At this time, there are no plans to continue sampling unless conditions present reason to start sampling again. 

The following sampling has been performed in Franklin County:

	Date Sampled
	Sampling Information
	Results

	Alligator Point

	9/2/2010  8:59
	Water Sample
	No petroleum-related contaminants were found.

	9/7/2010  14:22
	Water Sample
	No petroleum-related contaminants were found.

	St. George Island Public Beach Access

	9/2/2010  10:16
	Water Sample
	No petroleum-related contaminants were found.

	9/7/2010  12:49
	Water Sample
	No petroleum-related contaminants were found.

	



· Water sample – indicates a water sample that was taken, no oil was visible in the water when the sample was taken.

· Sand sample – indicates a sand sample that was taken to evaluate any potential petroleum contamination.  

· 10 cm from visible tar ball/1 meter from visible tar ball – These are types of proximity sampling that means samples were collected at known distances from oil.  This sampling is performed when the oil in the water is sparse enough that a bather might reasonably expect to swim in the water without coming into contact with the oil.  

· Collected for dispersant analysis – These samples are collected to attempt to detect dispersant.  The first priority is to collect the sample in proximity to oil when oil is present.  When oil is not present the second priority is to sample in locations were oil was previously present, the third priority is to collect the sample where no oil contamination is, or ever was, present.  * Of the Corexit dispersant products that were used during the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, Dioctylsulfosuccinate-Na is the component that is most likely to persist in the water.


For additional information, please refer to the DEP Deepwater Horizon website at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/default.htm
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