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Introduction 
The Station Visit module of the SBIO2 interface replaces the ‘Add New or Edit Sample’ functionality in the legacy 
4th Dimension interface.  With the implementation of this module, the former SBIO term ‘Sample’ is retired as 
the indicator of a group of containers collected at a single site for data analysis.  The new interface will use the 
term ‘Station Visit’ to avoid confusion associated with the Central Laboratory’s use of the term ‘sample’ and to 
align more closely with the data structure in STORET. 
 
Getting Started 
Once the SBIO Administrator has assigned the Station Visit module, select it 
from the Field Activities menu.   An empty grid with a variety of search 
criteria will be displayed, along with options for manipulating rows in the 
grid and creating a new visit. 

Create New Station Visit 
Click the New Visit button to display the form for entering the visit metadata.  The station 
associated with the new visit must have already been entered into the oracle table; you may 
search for it by its STORET ID or Nickname.  When a station is 
selected, the STORET OrgID associated with it will be displayed.  
If there is more than one, the program will display an alert and 
prompt the user to select the appropriate one.   
 
 

Once the station is selected, some of its 
attributes are displayed in the non-editable 
fields below.  These items should never need to 
be modified once the visit record is stored.  The 
Visit Date is initially blank and must be updated 
along with the time, which is optional.  The 
time defaults to 12:00 AM, so afternoon 
sample times should indicate ‘PM’. 

 

Additional metadata is entered below the 
station and date.  Required fields include the 
Visit Date, Survey, Principal Collector and 
Salinity Type.  Optionally, three additional 
team members may be added; the list is 
restricted to active SBIO collectors.  Indicators 
of the sample types collected may be entered 
here; note that if the LVS < 2 SQM box is 
checked the box for macrophyte samples will 
be disabled. 

Click the Save button to store the record.  A 
form will be displayed to show the new Visit 
ID. 
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Search for Existing Visits 
There are several search criteria that can be used to retrieve existing station visits.  Those based on some of the 

visit attributes are displayed to 
the left.  The STORET Station ID 
and Station Nickname are 
wildcard queries so a part of 
the search string may be 
entered.  They are designed to 
work together to filter the 
station visits to retrieve.  If a 
new criterion is added to an 
existing set, the Find button 
must be pressed to re-execute 
the query.  Note that the Use 
Date Range box must be 
checked to add that filter to the 

retrieval. 

 

Another way to retrieve station visits is to use the Visit ID number(s).  This may be done by manually entering 
the Visit IDs or importing them from a text file.  This file must have a single Visit ID on 
each line.  When using this option, check on the Find by ID box before clicking on the 
Find button to initiate the retrieval. 

Note that the  Find by ID search does not work with the visit attrubute search criteria 
and if the box is checked the program will clear them. 

 

Edit Existing Visits 
Once the station visit retrieval has populated the grid, double-clicking a row will display the form for editing visit 
metadata.  Visit information may only be edited by a member of the 
owner group, the Administrative group (1) or the Systems group 
(20).  The station and date are never allowed to be edited but 
members of the groups mentioned above may update any of the 
other visit attributes.  The Owner Group and Your Group are 
displayed on the form – if your group does not match the owner 
group and it is neither 1 nor 20, all of the potentially editable fields 
will be disabled as shown in the screen shot.   

When a modified record is saved, a verification message will be displayed. 
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Manipulation of Records in the Grid 
After the grid is populated with records, they may be sorted by several of the data elements by clicking on the 
column headers.  These include the Visit ID, Station Nickname, STORET Name, OrgID, Owner Group, Sample 
Date, Survey, County, Planning Unit and Bioregion.  Also, the column widths are adjustable and the program will 
remember them once they are changed.  

The series of buttons displayed here is used to customize the list of records for ease of 
viewing or export.  The Save Grid to File button prompts for a save location and creates a 
tab-delimited text file. 

 

 

 

Show Sample Status 
The status of samples associated with selected station visits can be viewed to monitor 
progress.  Once the visits of interest are selected, the Show Sample Status button will 
display a grid that lists the types of communities (or P-Chem) sampled, an identifier if 

applicable, the owner 
group and the status 
of that sample. 
 
The status flags may be interpreted as 
follows: 
 
A – Data have been reviewed and approved 
and calculations performed 
C – Data have been entered but have not 
been reviewed 
V – A sample has been set up for this visit 
and community type but data have not yet 
been entered. 
X – The sample has been cancelled. 
 

 
Sample status records may also be manipulated just as described above for station visit records. 
 
 
 


