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GOMA HistoryGOMA History

Pew Report Pew Report –– 20032003

U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy -- 20042004

Gov Bush invited Gulf governors to form Gov Bush invited Gulf governors to form 
GOMA GOMA -- 2004.2004.



Stronger Alliance for the GulfStronger Alliance for the Gulf

Developing a renewed vision for the Gulf Developing a renewed vision for the Gulf 
with the other four American Gulf Stateswith the other four American Gulf States
Involving the Mexican Gulf Governors Involving the Mexican Gulf Governors 
through the Gulf of Mexico States Accord through the Gulf of Mexico States Accord 
to make this a truly regional effort to make this a truly regional effort 
Analyzing and improving existing goals Analyzing and improving existing goals 
and programs in light of the Ocean and programs in light of the Ocean 
CommissionCommission’’s recommendationss recommendations



GOMA HistoryGOMA History

Federal support for GOMA part of Federal support for GOMA part of 
PresidentPresident’’s U.S. Ocean Action Plan s U.S. Ocean Action Plan –– Dec Dec 
2004.2004.

13 Federal agencies formed Gulf of 13 Federal agencies formed Gulf of 
Mexico Regional Partnership Federal Mexico Regional Partnership Federal 
Workgroup in early 2005 to support Workgroup in early 2005 to support 
GOMA.  Coordinated by EPA and NOAA.GOMA.  Coordinated by EPA and NOAA.



Identified Common NeedsIdentified Common Needs

Met with citizens and agencies within Met with citizens and agencies within 
states and among states to identify states and among states to identify 
common problems and needs across common problems and needs across 
Gulf states.Gulf states.



From full list,From full list,
Five Action Areas identified:Five Action Areas identified:
–– Identification and Characterization of Identification and Characterization of 
Gulf HabitatsGulf Habitats

––Wetland and Coastal Conservation and Wetland and Coastal Conservation and 
RestorationRestoration

–– Environmental EducationEnvironmental Education
–– Reducing Nutrient Inputs to Coastal Reducing Nutrient Inputs to Coastal 
EcosystemsEcosystems

––Water Quality for Healthy Beaches and Water Quality for Healthy Beaches and 
Shellfish BedsShellfish Beds



Action Items were identified Action Items were identified 
from each of the areas:from each of the areas:

Requirement:Requirement:
––Priority in all 5 states;Priority in all 5 states;

––State and/or federal agencies State and/or federal agencies 
willing to commit resourceswilling to commit resources

––Could be completed within 36 Could be completed within 36 
months.months.



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan

The Action Plan sets out 5 Action Areas The Action Plan sets out 5 Action Areas 
with with 1111 Action Items.Action Items.

Action Items are composed of concrete Action Items are composed of concrete 
projects that will deliver significant on projects that will deliver significant on 
thethe‐‐ground results over the next 36 ground results over the next 36 
months.months.

Governors Action Plan is the initial effort Governors Action Plan is the initial effort 
of the GOMA, the rest of the identified of the GOMA, the rest of the identified 
common needs are held for the next phase.common needs are held for the next phase.



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan

For each Action Item, 36For each Action Item, 36‐‐Month Month 
Outcomes identified.Outcomes identified.
Outcomes accomplished through 73 Outcomes accomplished through 73 
Action StepsAction Steps
For each Action Step, four things For each Action Step, four things 
identified: leads, contributors, identified: leads, contributors, 
collaborators, what will be delivered.collaborators, what will be delivered.



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan

GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plan released at s Action Plan released at 
Gulf of Mexico Summit in Corpus Gulf of Mexico Summit in Corpus 
CristiCristi, TX, in March 2006., TX, in March 2006.
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Alliance Management Team 
The Alliance Management Team (AMT) directs all Alliance activities 
 

  Alabama Florida Louisiana Mississippi Texas 

State 
Lead 

 
Phillip Hinesley 
Coastal Section Chief 
ADCNR State Lands 
phillip.hinesley@dcnr.alabama.
gov 

 
Stephanie Bailenson 
Director, FDEP Office of Coastal and 
Aquatic Managed Areas  
Stephanie.Bailenson@dep.state.fl.us 

 
Karen Gautreaux 
Deputy Secretary 
LDEQ 
karen.gautreaux@la.gov 

 
Bill Walker 
Executive Director 
MDMR  
bill.walker@dmr.state.ms.us 

 
Bruce Moulton 
TCEQ 
512-239-4809 
BMOULTON@tceq.state.tx.us 
 

Backup 
to State 
Lead 

 
Amy King 
Education and Outreach 
Specialist 
Amy.King@dcnr.alabama.gov 

 
Steve Wolfe 
Program Administrator, FDEP Office 
of Coastal and Aquatic Managed 
Areas 
steven.wolfe@dep.state.fl.us 
 

 
Dugan Sabins 
Environmental Planning 
Division 
LDEQ 
dugan.sabins@la.gov 
 

 
Jerry Cain 
Director, Office of Pollution 
Control 
MS DEQ   
Jerry_cain@deq.state.ms.us 
 

 

 
AMT 
“For 
Inform-
ation” 
 

 
Lee Yokel 
Education and Outreach 
Network Coordinator 
lyokel@disl.org 

 
Gary Lytton 
Rookery Bay NERR 
Gary.Lytton@dep.state.fl.us 
 
Seth Blitch 
Apalachicola NERR 
Seth.Blitch@dep.state.fl.us 
 

   



StructureStructure
Revised: July 10, 2006 

Priority Issue Teams 
The Priority Issue Teams (PIT) provide leadership in regional coordination on each of the Alliance’s five Priority Issues. 
Each Gulf State leads one PIT.  These Team Leaders are highlighted in BLUE. 
 Alabama Florida Louisiana Mississippi Texas 

Environ-
mental 
Education 
Coordinator 

John Dindo 
Assistant Director 
Dauphin Island Sea Lab 
jdindo@disl.org 
 
 

Gary Lytton 
Environmental Administrator 
Rookery Bay NERR 
Gary.Lytton@dep.state.fl.us 
 

Susan Testroet-
Bergeron 
Barataria-Terrebonne 
NERR 
susan@btnep.org 

Sharon Walker 
USM 
Sharon.Walker@usm.edu 
 

Scott Jones 
GBEP 
sjones@tceq.state.tx.us 

Paul Hammerschmidt 
Resource Specialist, TPWD 
Paul.hammerschmidt@tpwd.state.tx.
us 

Water 
Quality 
Coordinator 

Mark Ornelas 
Alabama Department of 
Environmental 
Management (ADEM) 
251-450-3430 
meo@adem.state.al.us 
 

Steve Wolfe 
Program Administrator, FDEP 
Office of Coastal and Aquatic 
Managed Areas 
steven.wolfe@dep.state.fl.us 
 

Bruce Champion
Administrator 
LDHH 
bchampion@dhh.la.gov 
 

Richard Ingram (interim) 
Chief, Basin Management Section 
MDEQ 
Richard_Ingram@deq.state.ms.us 
 

Jim Davenport 
TCEQ 
jdavenpo@tceq.state.tx.us 

Dave Buzan 
TPWD 
David.buzan@tpwd.state.tx.us 

Coastal 
Restora-
tion 
Coordinator 

Carl Ferraro 
Natural Resource Planner 
Coastal Section 
ADCNR State Lands 
cferraro@dcnr.state.al.us 
 
 

Randy Runnels 
FDEP Office of Coastal and 
Aquatic Managed Areas 
Randy.runnels@dep.state.fl.us 
 

Len Bahr 
Governor’s Office of 
Coastal Activities 
Capitol Annex 
len.bahr@la.gov 
 

Robert Seyfarth 
Office of Pollution Control – 
Environmental Permitting 
MS DEQ 
obert_seyfarth@deq.state.ms.us 
 

Woody Woodrow 
TPWD 
Jarrett.woodrow@tpwd.state.tx.us 

Tom Calnan 
TGLO 
Tom.calnan@glo.state.tx.us 

Nutrients 
Coordinator 

Joel Altherr 
Alabama Department of 
Environmental 
Management (ADEM) 
jaltherr@adem.state.al.us 
 

Steve Wolfe 
Program Administrator, FDEP, 
Office of Coastal and Aquatic 
Managed Areas 
steven.wolfe@dep.state.fl.us 

Charles Kovach 
Environmental Manager, FDEP 
Charles.Kovach@dep.state.fl.us 

Dugan Sabins 
Environmental Planning 
Division 
LDEQ 
dugan.sabins@la.gov 
 

Richard Ingram 
Chief, Basin Management Section 
Watershed Management Branch 
MDEQ 
Richard_Ingram@deq.state.ms.us 
 

George Guillen 
UH-CL 
guillen@cl.uh.edu 

Steven Davis 
TAMU 
sedavis@tamu.edu 
 

Habitat 
Identifica-
tion 
Coordinator 

Steve Heath 
Marine Resources Division 
ADCNR 
sheath@gulftel.com 
 

Paul Carlson  
Coastal and Marine Research 
Scientist  
FFWCC FWRI  
Paul.Carlson@MyFWC.com 

Heather Werner-
Finley 
LDWF 
hfinley@wlf.louisiana.gov 

Jan Boyd 
Director, Coastal Ecology Office 
MDMR 
jan.boyd@dmr.state.ms.us 
 

Larry McKinney 
TPWD 
larry.mckinney@tpwd.state.tx.us 
 



Identification and Identification and 
Characterization of Gulf HabitatsCharacterization of Gulf Habitats

–– IDID‐‐1: Create and provide access to interactive 1: Create and provide access to interactive 
habitat maps for priority Gulf of Mexico habitat maps for priority Gulf of Mexico 
habitatshabitats



Wetland and Coastal Wetland and Coastal 
Conservation and RestorationConservation and Restoration

–– RR‐‐1: Streamline coastal restoration and 1: Streamline coastal restoration and 
conservation effortsconservation efforts

–– RR‐‐2: Increase the safety of Gulf communities 2: Increase the safety of Gulf communities 
by better understanding the risks of localized by better understanding the risks of localized 
sea level rise, storm surge, and subsidencesea level rise, storm surge, and subsidence



Environmental EducationEnvironmental Education

–– EDED‐‐1: Galvanize local 1: Galvanize local 
communities to protect communities to protect 
their Gulf of Mexico their Gulf of Mexico 
through targeted through targeted 
educationeducation

–– EDED‐‐2: Conduct a public 2: Conduct a public 
awareness campaign for awareness campaign for 
the Gulf of Mexicothe Gulf of Mexico



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan
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Reducing Nutrient Inputs to Coastal Reducing Nutrient Inputs to Coastal 
EcosystemsEcosystems
–– NN--1 Increase regional coordination in the 1 Increase regional coordination in the 

development of nutrient criteriadevelopment of nutrient criteria
–– NN--2: Implement nutrient reduction activities 2: Implement nutrient reduction activities 

during Gulf recovery and rebuildingduring Gulf recovery and rebuilding
–– NN--3: Assert an aligned, five Gulf State 3: Assert an aligned, five Gulf State 

position on the need to address Gulf of position on the need to address Gulf of 
Mexico hypoxiaMexico hypoxia



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan

Water Quality for Healthy Beaches Water Quality for Healthy Beaches 
and Shellfish Bedsand Shellfish Beds
–– WQWQ‐‐1: Improve harmful algal bloom 1: Improve harmful algal bloom 
detection and forecasting in the U.S. detection and forecasting in the U.S. 
and Mexican Gulf Statesand Mexican Gulf States

–– WQWQ‐‐2: Improve beach water quality 2: Improve beach water quality 
managementmanagement

–– WQWQ‐‐3: Improve government efficiency 3: Improve government efficiency 
in water quality monitoringin water quality monitoring



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan

Water Quality for Healthy Beaches Water Quality for Healthy Beaches 
and Shellfish Bedsand Shellfish Beds
–– WQWQ‐‐1: Improve harmful algal bloom 1: Improve harmful algal bloom 
detection and forecasting in the U.S. detection and forecasting in the U.S. 
and Mexican Gulf Statesand Mexican Gulf States

–– WQWQ‐‐2: Improve beach water quality 2: Improve beach water quality 
managementmanagement

–– WQWQ‐‐3: Improve government efficiency 3: Improve government efficiency 
in water quality monitoringin water quality monitoring



Gulf of Mexico Alliance interested in Gulf of Mexico Alliance interested in 
becoming pilot for National Water becoming pilot for National Water 
Quality Monitoring Network.Quality Monitoring Network.

GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan



GovernorGovernor’’s Action Plans Action Plan

Steve Wolfe

Steven.Wolfe@dep.state.fl.us

Gulf of Mexico Alliance

www.dep.state.fl.us/gulf

Florida Oceans and Coastal Resources Council

www.FloridaOceansCouncil.org


