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Healthy Beaches Program Structure

• Administered by the Florida Department of Health 
(DOH)

• 34 County Health Departments handle sampling, some 
lab work and notification in their respective counties 
while the state health office handles the data 
collection/reporting process and policy making

• Beach monitoring data is passed to the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) who 
then forward it to the U.S. EPA as part of a 
comprehensive state data set- currently STORET 

• Advisory data is sent to EPA directly by DOH and DEP 
uses this for impaired waters rule. 



Federal BEACH Act History

Beaches Environmental Assessment and Coastal Health 
(BEACH) Act; a part of the Clean Water Act

Funds allowed Florida to conduct 
weekly sampling at 304 Beaches for 
two indicator bacteria since August 
2002 to Sept 2011.

EPA grants to eligible States and Territories to develop and 
implement work products consistent with BEACH Act 
requirements.  FL share: average of $530,000 per year.  
From 2000-2011, also had $525,000 from state funds.



Current Program and Data Structure 

• Membrane filter methods are the preferred 
method of analysis

 EPA method 1600 for Enterococcus
 SM 9222D for fecal coliform

• 20 labs statewide process all samples
 Included are state, county, municipal , & for-profit 

private



Current Program Structure 
Public Health Swimming Advisory Standards

• Enterococci sp. result exceeds a Single 
Sample Maximum (SSM) of 104 colony 
forming units (CFU) per 100 milliliters of 
beach water sampled

• fecal coliform- SSM of 400 CFU/100 mL

• Enterococci GeoMean max. 35 CFU/100 mL



Florida Healthy Beaches Program Results

• Florida’s 34 coastal counties have reported a total 
of 2725 poor fecal coliform results, 5521 poor 
enterococci single sample results, 5643 
enterococci geometric mean exceedances, and 
7078 advisories/warnings

All Results (up to 12/31/10)

% poor
Fecal Coliform 1.74% (of 156,233 samples)
Enterococci 3.53% (of 156,233 samples)
Enterococci Geometric Mean 4.00% (of 141,063 samples)
Advisories 4.53% (of 156,233 samples)





Information and Advisory Signs

• Permanent signs
• Daily Program Info, 

or
• Public health advisory



Program Changes as of Sept 1, 2011

• Change from weekly to bi-weekly testing
• Geomean can no longer be calculated, only the SSM
• Suspend winter sampling at northern locations
• Test for only enterococci, eliminate coliform
• Beaches that will continue to be monitored
Retain swim seasonal 246 of 304 beaches 
Retain 144 year-round beaches
Release only beaches with good water quality 

history or very low usage



Program Consistency

• EPA method 1600 for enterococci will continue to be 
the preferred method.

• A swimming Advisory will be issued If an 
enterococci result exceeds a Single Sample Maximum 
(SSM) of 104 colony forming units (CFU) per 100 
milliliters of beach water sampled
 If no resample can be collected an Advisory will 

be issued immediately.
• Commercial and government labs are retained
• County Health Department staff sample and post 

results to real time database, to signs and to media 
• DOH maintains EPA grant, database, and reporting



Escambia East



Dixie County



Clean Water is Essential For 
a High Quality of  Life



Well Surveillance Program 

PetroleumDrycleaners

Toxics

Waste 
Cleanup



The Drinking Water Toxics Program is designed to 
identify contaminated drinking water.  It is a 
program that will be used, because it is free.  It 
has become an integral part of the 
contamination assessment process.  

The process begins by sampling a well and if 
positive, then resampling is performed until all 
contaminated wells are identified.
















	Department of Health 
	Healthy Beaches Program Structure	
	Federal BEACH Act History
	Current Program and Data Structure �
	Current Program Structure 
	Florida Healthy Beaches Program Results
	Slide Number 7
	Information and Advisory Signs�
	Program Changes as of Sept 1, 2011
	Program Consistency
	Escambia East
	Dixie County
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22

