
• A web application created by DEP to create 
quick and simple maps 

• You can start with a blank map and add all 
your necessary data to it, or you can start 
with some of the pre-made maps in the 
gallery with pre-loaded data to save some 
time

1. Invasives and Fire themed
2. Infrastructure and Points of Interest themed

• We have a nine-part Tutorial Video Series
with quick videos on how to use Map Direct

• Topics include:
• The Top and Bottom Chevrons
• Calculating Distances
• The Graphics Tool
• Navigation
• Searching

Map Direct
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/

https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/?webmap=099f4e5258b14c01a0b952134e2f07a2
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/?webmap=78b08f7ac3d348e197be5e49f605f024
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL08_Wppvk25DmnaOgtJnQv7JMJ5bWEwZz
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/


If opening a map 
with data in it 

already, click on the 
layers to view more 

layer properties

Click on the chevron to 
view and select a 

different base map

Look up 
latitudes/longitudes, 
search for features in 
layers in the map, and 
get directions in the 

search bar

Select a county 
to zoom to

Use the scroll wheel on 
your mouse to zoom in 
and out. Click features 
to select them and see 

the data for them.



To add data to the 
map, go to More 

Data… 

Click the label 
symbol to turn 

labels on and off for 
the layer

Click the check 
mark to turn layers 

on and off in the 
map



Click Add Layer to 
Map once you’ve 
found a layer you 

want to use

Under More Data…

You can download data 
in multiple formats if 
you want to use it for 

other applications

You can add your own zipped 
shapefile to your map

Use the search bar to look for 
data to add to your map

The data layers shown will be DEP layers 
by default. To search for layers hosted by 
other organizations click on the filter bar 

and select All Data Sources or the 
organization you’re looking for



Click on the 
name of the 
layer to open 

more layer 
properties

Remove a layer from your map

View a table of the data and download it 
as a spreadsheet or print it when needed

Add filters to narrow down the data that is 
visible in your map for that layer (next page)

Change the field 
your label will be 

named by. For 
example, if you want 

to label natural 
communities by 
desired future 

condition instead of 
existing condition.

Change the opacity of a layer



Choose the field you want to filter the data by

Click Get Samples to see the categories for that field

Click Set Filter to show the narrowed down data

Filters can be very helpful if you only want to show data for a specific park or if you only wanted 
to show a specific type of invasive plants, etc.



Zoom To All selected features, Clear
will unselect all features, Print the 

information for the selected 
features, view the selected data in 

Table format, Download the 
selected data, Format the layer 

information view below

View the data for features selected in your 
map (outlined in teal) – use the scroll bar or 
mouse wheel to view every selected feature

Search for features near the 
selected feature with Nearby, Zoom
to the selected feature, center the 
feature in your map with Pan, and

Remove (unselect) that single 
selected feature in the layer



Create bookmarks

Zoom in and out 
of your map

Zoom to Florida

Zoom to 
your 

location

Draw a 
box to 

zoom to

Click the bottom chevron to 
expand the toolbar

Draw an area to 
select features

Go back to the 
last zoom level

Measure areas, distances and 
determine coordinates

Draw shapes and text boxes



Click to add and view 
bookmarks which will save 
areas you’ve zoomed to in 

your map

Edit or delete 
a bookmark

Add Bookmark to save 
where you’re currently 
zoomed to in your map

Go to Actions
to clear all the 

stored 
bookmarks



Click actions to clear all 
graphics in the map or paste 

graphics copied from another 
map or to duplicate graphics

Click the pencil to draw 
shapes and text on the map 

or to edit existing shapes and 
text on the mapClick the type of text, points, 

lines or polygons you want to 
create to make a new one



Click and drag the points 
surrounding your shape to 

change the shape in that area
Selected shapes will 

show the area, distance, 
coordinates, etc. at the 

top of the box

Pencil Tab – Polygons

Click and drag the box surrounding 
your shape to shrink or expand the 

size of your whole shape

Choose the Fill Style, Color of 
the shape, create an Outline, 
Remove that shape from your 

map or finish a shape with Done

Buffer a shape, Zoom to it, 
choose if it’s on top of or 

behind another shape, 
and Cut/Copy/Paste the 

selected shape



Select the text color

Click and drag a text box to 
move it around the map or 

drag the corners to re-size it

Check the box to 
add a background 
color around the 

outline of your text 
to make labels 

more visible

Choose the 
position of your 

text box in relation 
to the red point

Change the font size 

Buffer a shape, zoom to it, 
choose if it’s on top of or 

behind another shape, 
and cut/copy/paste the 

selected shape

Pencil Tab – Text



Pencil Tab – Points

Set the size of the buffer 
and choose the units and 

then click the Buffer
button to create it

Choose the Marker Style, 
Color, Size, Remove that 

marker from your map or finish 
creating a marker with Done

Click and drag a point to move it 
around the map – a buffered 

point (or other shape) will move 
independently from its buffer



Measure areas, distances and 
determine coordinates

Click a point to start 
measuring and double 

click the last point to end 
the measurement

Measurements are 
shown at the bottom

Click the arrow to 
change the unitsChoose whether to 

measure area, distance 
or find coordinates



If you don’t want to add 
labels for an entire layer 
you can select a feature 
and click label to label 

that single feature 

The label will be 
automatically labeled by 
the default field but can 
be changed to anything



To edit or remove 
existing feature labels, 
click the Label button

Click Change to edit 
the name, location or 

map scale for the 
selected label or click 

Remove to delete 
that label

Show/Hide the listed 
labels in your map, Clear
to remove all the created 

labels from the list or 
Download/Upload a csv of 

the labels



Click the Marker
button to drop a single 
marker or to edit the 

existing marker

Change the marker 
name and click Set 

Marker Text

Zoom to the Marker or find 
features within a specific 

distance of that marker with 
What’s Nearby the Marker

Remove Marker from Map 
to delete that marker



Print your map to a pdf 
(GeoPDF)

Change the title

Notes will appear in very small print at the bottom right of the map

Click the arrow next to Print to change the page size

Click Print to print your map to pdf, it will turn to gray and say Printing until it’s ready and then click Printout
to open the pdf (you may need to enable popups in your browser). The pdf will include the map title, your 
map, date, a key, scale, notes and layer information. Click Show Printable Legend to have a separate page 
with just the legend. The pdf that is generated is a GeoPDF that can be used in Avenza App!



Share your map

Bookmark Map will save the URL of the map so you can share it with people or 
save it to return to later. When the new page opens, bookmark the page in your 

browser to be able to return to it later or copy and paste the URL to save it 
somewhere else. This will save the layers in your map as well as shapes, labels, etc.

Share your map in an email

If you have an ArcGIS Online login, 
open it in AGO to have more options 

for symbology, labeling, etc.



Click the help 
button to view 

more Map Direct 
resources
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