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PRODUCT COVERED: 
 
USL - Secondary containment generator base tanks 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION:  
 
Generator base tanks are designed for combined combustible fuel storage and 
structural support for diesel or turbine engine power generators, and are 
intended to be installed in accordance with NFPA 37, “Standard for the 
Installation and Use of Stationary Combustion Engines and Gas Turbines” and 
NFPA 110, “Standard for Emergency and Standby Power Systems” and requirements 
identified in the Section General of this file. 
 
Combustible liquid fuels are typically Class II types such as diesel, 
kerosene, or turbine oils used in engine generators or micro turbines.  
Gasoline, gasoline/alcohol blends or similar flammable liquid fuels are not 
covered. 
 
Generator Base Tanks may be provided with tank supports, lift lugs and other 
accessories as identified in the Description. 
 
Generator Base Tanks are evaluated in accordance with the requirements of: 
 
UL 142, Steel Aboveground Tanks for Flammable and Combustible Liquids, 
Edition 11, Issue Date 12/12/2025 
 
UL 142A, Special Purpose Aboveground Tanks for Specific Flammable or 
Combustible Liquids, Edition 2, Issue Date 12/12/2025 
 

Note: All references to UL 142 or 142A refer to the editions above 
unless otherwise noted. 

 
See Section General for additional details of tank parameters, intended uses, 
installation codes, engineering considerations and other basic information. 
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GENERAL TANK MATERIAL, DESIGN and CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
See Section General for basic details of tank materials, and other common 
construction requirements for all special purpose tank types including:  
 
Materials & Welding   Joint & Connections 
Venting & Openings   Manways & Gaskets 
Lifting Devices    Tank Supports 
Gauging Equipment    Protective Coatings 
Heating Coils    Detection Sumps 
Marking Methods    Installation Instructions 
 
In cases where the Section General requirements conflict with the referenced 
Standard, the referenced standard(s) above shall used. 
 
GENERATOR BASE TANK PRODUCTION TESTS, INSTRUCTIONS and MARKINGS: 
 
See Section General for details of tank Production Tests, Marking Methods and 
Installation Instructions.  In addition, specific Engineering Markings and 
Certification Markings for Generator Base Tanks shall be as follows: 
 

All Generator Base Tank Types 
 

Listing Marks United States Listing 

Marking Elements UL Certification Symbol, “Listed”, a Control #, and 

Tank Type [“Secondary Containment Generator Base Tank”] 
 

 
Primary & Secondary Containment Types 

 
Engineering 
Marks 

UL 142 Sec/Par/Item or  
Special Purpose Tank Marking 

Primary Tank &  

Options 

55.1 (general) 
55.2 (compartments) 
[55.5 (rectangular 15 psi exc)] 

Secondary Tank & 
Options 

55.1 (general) 
55.2 (compartments) 
55.3 (secondary) 
[48.5 (rectangular 15 psi exc)] 

Generator Base  
Special Markings 
(*) 
 

“Diesel Fuel Only” 
“Max ___ lb Load Capacity” (!) 
[“Max ___ lb Lift Lug Load”  
(near lift lugs if supplied)] 

Special Features 
& 
Options 

55.1.1 e) (combo n & e vent) 
 

Miscellaneous  
 

 
(*) Marked Ratings based on design as described in GENERATOR BASE TANK 
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 
(!) or equivalent wording is permitted  
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GENERATOR BASE TANK CONSTRUCTION DETAILS: 
 
All Generator Base Tanks and applicable accessories shall be designed and 
constructed in accordance with the illustration drawings referenced in this 
Section: 
 
 
Generator Base 
Tank Constructions 

 

4369.60 Gallon  
240” L x  
48” H maximum x  
120” W maximum  
Secondary Containment, 
Generator Base Tank 

 ILL 1 
 Generator Load Rating: 2,000 lbs/stiffener 

(4,000 lbs/stiffener pair) 
 Lift lug rating: 20,250 lb/lug 
 Required Emergency Vent Size: Based on Table 8.1 

of UL 142 
 Primary Tank Thickness (side, bottom): 10 GA 

(.135”) 
 Tank Top Thickness: 7 GA (.1875”) 
 Secondary Tank Thickness (side, bottom): 7 GA 

(.1875”) 
 Maximum Baffle Span: 24 inches center-to-center 
 Minimum Baffle Thickness: 10 GA (.135”) 
 Tanks of this design may be built in unlimited 

length provided the maximum spacing of 
strengthening members such as baffles, gussets, 
and/or stiffeners do not exceed those shown in 
the illustration. 

 
 
 
 
 






































