
Site Specific Discharge 
Review

Lewis Cornman, Storage Tank Regulation Section, BPSS



Program History
Early Detection Incentive Program: 1986-1988

Owners of petroleum storage systems with suspected contamination that was 
reported to the Department between July 1, 1986 and December 31, 1988 
were eligible for either state-contracted cleanup or reimbursement of costs for 
the cleanup. A critical component of the Early Detection Incentive (EDI) was 
the creation of a “grace period” or exemption from departmental enforcement 
actions for sites that reported contamination. Around 10,000 contaminated 
sites were submitted under the EDI program with about 5,000 sites being 
submitted just prior to the deadline the last two weeks of 1988.

“First” cleanup program.

Application period was from July 1, 1986  to December 31, 1988.

Program is closed.

No Cap on cleanup costs.

No Deductible.



Florida Petroleum Liability and Restoration Insurance Program: 
1989-1998

The Florida Petroleum Liability and Restoration Insurance Program (FPLRIP) 
was created in 1989 in response to anticipated federal financial responsibility 
requirements. FPLRIP was an optional program that provided owners and 
operators of petroleum storage tank systems with restoration coverage to 
provide funding assistance for cleanup of a release from the system.  Initially, 
FPLRIP provided $1 million worth of site restoration coverage that was 
gradually reduced to $150,000 of coverage. This phased out approach allowed 
owners and operators to obtain affordable financial responsibility while 
gradually shifting site rehabilitation to the responsible party.

Voluntary program for active petroleum storage systems.

Application period was from January 1, 1989 - December 31, 1998.

Program is closed – but claims can still be filed on discharges that have 
been reported to the Department prior to December 31, 1998.

Phased in caps and deductibles – depending on discharge date.
$1 million,  $300,000,  $150,000       - $500,  $10,000.



Abandoned Tank Restoration Program: 1990-1996

Indigent Abandoned Tank Restoration Program: 1996 - Present

The Abandoned Tank Restoration Program (ATRP) was created in 1990 by 
the Legislature to address the problem of out of service or abandoned tanks 
that had contamination associated with previous operations. The original 
program created in 1990 had a one-year application period. The application 
deadline to participate in the program subsequently was extended to 1992, 
1994, and finally in 1996 the deadline was waived indefinitely for owners 
financially unable to comply with tank closure.

Abandoned petroleum storage tanks. 

Application period was from June 1, 1990 - June 30, 1996.

Program is closed - unless indigent.

No Cap on cleanup costs.

$500 deductible.



Petroleum Cleanup Participation Program: 1996-1998

In 1996, the Petroleum Cleanup Participation Program (PCPP) was created to 
implement a cost-sharing cleanup for properties or sites not otherwise eligible 
under EDI, ATRP, or PLRIP for which contamination occurred prior to January 
1, 1995. Sites qualifying for the program are eligible for up to $300,000 of site 
rehabilitation funding with a co-payment of 25% of the costs by the owner, 
operator, or responsible party. The co-payment percentage can be reduced if 
the owner demonstrates an inability to pay.

Discharges that occurred prior to January 1, 1995.

Application period was from July 1, 1996 – December 31, 1998.

Program is closed.

$300,000 Cap on cleanup costs – 25% Co-pay – LCAR.



IPTF  
Program 

Application 
Dates 

Program 
Open 

Deductible
/ Co-pay   Cap 

Ability 
to Pay 
Review 

Reduction 
of 

Deductible
/ Co-pay  

EDI 1986 - 
1988 No N/A N/A N/A N/A 

ATRP 1990 - 
1996 No $500 N/A N/A No** 

Indigent 
ATRP 

1996 - 
Present Yes N/A N/A Yes N/A 

FPLRIP     1989 -   
     1998  No* 

Usually 
$500 or 
$10,000 

*** 
 

$1,000,000 
$300,000 
$150,000 

*** 
 

N/A No** 

PCPP 1996 - 
1998 No 25% $300,000 Yes Yes 

 

 

*       Claims may be filed for discharges prior to 12/31/98. 
**      Payment options available.   
***    Based on discharge date. 

IPTF Program Overview



EDI: 7737

FPLRIP: 4439

ATRP: 4077

PCPP: 1633
43%

9%

25%
23%

Program Eligible Discharges

Total: 17886









Non Program Discharges

Need a copy of the DRF and any compliance/closure inspections, and 
any contamination reports related to the discharge.

Contact the contracted Storage Tank Compliance Program or the DEP 
District Office for DRF’s and inspections.

Check Oculus – usually historical compliance records are not found 
here, but contamination reports can be located.

Once all the documentation collected, determine if the discharge is an 
actual new discharge or re-reporting of a prior discharge.



Discharge Resolution

New Discharge

After a review of the discharges at the site, if it is determined that a discharge is 
an actual new discharge, compile all of the documentation collected and review 
it with your Supervisor.  After the supervisory review if it still appears that an 
actual new discharge occurred, forward the documentation collected to the 
Eligibility Coordinator.  An eligibility determination will be made, and an eligibility 
Order issued.

Note: Eligibility determinations will be made for discharges prior to 12/31/1998.



Discharge Resolution

Deleted  Discharges

Some discharge reports in PCT represent re-reports of existing contamination or 
a data entry error.  Upon discovery that a discharge listed in PCT meets one of 
these criteria and therefore should be removed from the database, the Site 
Manager must send a memo to the Eligibility Coordinator with the details of why 
the discharge should be removed from PCT.  See the “Rescission of a 
Discharge Report for Discharges With No Program Eligibility Indicated” memo 
dated May 30, 2001, in Appendix C.11, for more information and details on 
routing the memo. 

1.2.5.5. Rescission of a Discharge Report with No Program Eligibility







Discharge Resolution

NREQ  Discharges

Occasionally a discharge that has been made eligible for funding from the IPTF 
is later found to be a re-report of a previous eligible discharge.  In some of these 
cases, the property owner or responsible party may want to rescind the 
discharge report and associated eligibility.  The FDEP will not rescind an 
eligibility order once it has become final.  If a file review verifies that the 
discharge is simply a re-report of the eligible discharge, then the discharge will 
be given No Cleanup Required for that discharge.  Other instances were no 
cleanup required may be entered for a discharge are:

1.2.5.4. Eligible Discharges that are Determined not to be New Discharges



Discharge Resolution

NREQ  Discharges

The Department issued a letter to a responsible party indicating the no further
action is required for the reported incident/discharge or closure event.

Minor spill that was addressed quickly via interim source removal that will not 
require a 62-770 cleanup.

Minor spill that was not addressed via interim source removal but occurred on 
top of a significant spill and it was determined that the contribution of the new 
spill was de minimus or otherwise insignificant compared to the total cost of the 
cleanup.

BER reported discharges that have been determined to be adequately 
addressed and do not require 62-770 cleanup.

A discharge was reported/submitted, application made to an eligibility program, 
but evidence of contamination from the reporting incident was never provided or 
documented.



Discharge Resolution

Combined  Discharges

Many discharges recorded in PCT have been combined with a previous 
discharge for cleanup. In some cases, the later reported discharge was 
determined to be a re-report of the discharge with which it is combined.  In other 
cases, the discharges were combined for cleanup even though they may 
represent two separate events.  In either case, Site Managers will need to 
review the site file to determine, if possible, why the discharges were combined 
and take corrective action if needed.

1.2.5.2. Combined Discharges



Discharge Resolution

Multiple Discharges

It is incumbent upon the Site Manager to be familiar with all of the reported 
discharges at a facility and what, if any, program eligibility applies to those 
discharges. The Site Manager must compare the file information, and 
assessment information as it is collected, to attempt to apportion the eligibilities 
to their respective discharges. The Site Manager must determine the relative 
contribution of each discharge to the contaminant plume and establish the 
proportional share for the cost of the cleanup. Once the Site Manager
generates a recommendation on apportionment the Team Leader should 
review and approve that apportionment.

1.2.5.1. Facilities With Multiple Eligibilities

1.2.5.3. Facilities With Eligible and Ineligible Discharges



Compliance/Eligibility History

Site Files

Registration File
Cleanup File

Files at District or Storage Tank Compliance Program

STCM – Compliance Project
Compliance  /  Projects  /  Project Summary

Oculus

FIRST – Florida Inspection Reporting for Storage Tank Systems

Email notification
Compliance inspection in Oculus
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