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Geology of Florida



Igneous Rocks
(Latin for “fire”)
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Metamorphic Rocks
(Greek for “changed in form”)



Sedimentary Rocks



Pangea



During the Late Triassic as Pangea 
pulled apart



The Mesozoic Era  250 million years 
ago to 65 million years ago
The Age of the Dinosaurs



The Cenozoic Era is what site 
managers must contend with.



The CENOZOIC 
ERA

is represented by two groups of 
sediments:
The Paleogene and the 
Neogene-Quaternary

Much of life as we know it today 
evolved during this era. 



CENOZOIC ERA

The  Neogene-
Quaternary is 
characterized 
by Quartz Sand -
Silts - Clays. 



The surficial aquifer system 



The Floridan 
Platform



But by 30 to 25 million 
years ago the 
Appalachians  
uplifted



Phosphates



Early carbonate rocks of Florida



The Quaternary Period the last 
1.8 Million years 



The Ice Age



During the Pleistocene



The Pleistocene seas 
and

Florida’s 
Gulf coast



Karst activity



Where’d the Lakes Come From?



No Sandy Ridges South of 
Palm Beach





The End
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