
MAP DIRECT 
STEP BY STEP GUIDE 
http://ca.dep.state.fl.us/Map Direct/?focus=none 

 

 
 

1. Open the Map Direct website. 
 

2. To see locations of properties, permits, tanks, etc. you will have to add various data 
layers. 

 
3. In the top left corner, click on “ADD MAP LAYERS” (shown with red arrow above) 

 
4. This will bring up the following side bar: 

http://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/?focus=none


 
5. Click on the plus sign image to bring up your layer options. A new screen up will pop up 

with a long list of layers that are available, each with a little thumbnail and a label. 
They’re all sorted by categories and are alphabetized, so it’s easy to find what we’re 
looking for. 

 



6. You can add whichever data layers you want to; however, we have a simple list that we 
follow that can help you (thumbnails will have green border after they’re selected – click 
on the thumbnail and not the words): 

a. Category:  Background Boundaries 
i. Cadastral 20xx Property Appraisal Parcels (xx represents the most recent 

year) 

 
 

b. Category:  Environmental Resource Permitting (ERP) 
i. ERPpa 

ii. ERPce 
iii. Environmental Resource Permits (Historic) 
iv. ERP Conservation Easements (areas) 
v. Environmental Resource Permits (2007-present) 

vi. Environmental Resource Permits SPGP (2012-present 

 
 

c. Category:  Storage Tanks 
i. Contaminations from STCM 

ii. Petroleum Contamination Monitoring (PCTS) 
iii. Registered Tanks from STCM 

 



 

d. Category:  Waste Cleanup 
i. Brownfield Sites 

 
 

e. Category:  Wastewater and Groundwater 
i. Groundwater Contamination 

ii. Underground Injection Control Monitoring Wells 

 
 

7. Once you’re finished adding layers, click on “Close Dialog” to exit back to the map 
 

 



 

8. Using the search box in the upper right-hand corner, begin typing the address. 

 
 

9. You will have suggested address that pop up. You can either choose from one of them, or 
finish typing and hit “enter” 

 
10. Map Direct will then zoom in to the approximate address and have a little blue marker on 

the road. You may need to left click on several properties to find the correct one. 



 
 

a. When you left click on a property, the border will turn blue and site information 
will show in the box at the right (physical addresses are in the Cadastral 
[Property Appraiser Parcels] box, which you may need to scroll down to find) 

 
i. If you cannot find the correct property, go to the Property Appraiser Site 

for that county and do a map search with the address or the Property ID 
to locate the exact site. 

BLUE MARKER 

ACTUAL PROPERTY 



 
Here you can see the blue border of a property I clicked on with the Cadastral information to the 

right hand side, showing the physical address 
 
 

11. Once you’ve found the property, click near the center of the area 
 

12. Select “Drop marker” in the upper right-hand (under the search bar) 
 

 



 

13. A pop up will ask you to name the marker. Just click ‘OK’ 
 

a. This will place the marker where you clicked 
 

 

14. To find out what is located within the property, we have to run an “Area of Interest 
Report” 



15. Click “What’s Nearby?” in the right-hand corner next to the “Drop Marker” button 

 
 

16. A box will pop up with a “Search Radius (Buffer)” box. Type over the “1” with an area 
that would cover your site, but small enough that it’s not selecting every property nearby 

a. We usually use “.05” to start with 



 
 
 

17. Click on the blue “Search” button to run the search. 
 
18. A new window will pop up with your search results, but you will want to check your 

radius first to make sure that you have captured the entirety of your property in the search 
radius. 

 
19. Click back onto the other Map Direct window that shows the map. The search radius is a 

red circle around your blue marker. It might be too large or too small, which will need to 
be corrected. 



The below image shows a radius that is too small. It doesn’t cover all of the property, therefore 
our search results wouldn’t include everything located in the property.

 
 

This image shows a radius that’s much too large. It covers all of the property, but it also 
covers a huge amount of the surrounding area, which would pull information for our search that 
we aren’t looking for. 

 



 

20. To correct the size of your radius, first close the window that popped up with the search 
results (the tab will be called “Area of Interest Report”) 

 
21. Click once more on your property, and then select “What’s Nearby?” again. 

 
22. Enter a larger or smaller number in the “Search Radius” box and select “Search”. 

Continue to edit your search radius until it covers all of your property (including the 
small corners). 

 
a. Some properties are oddly shaped, so you might have to have a much larger 

radius than usual, or you might have to reposition your marker to compensate for 
an asymmetrical property shape (click on different area and select “drop marker” 
again). 

 
 

23. Once you are satisfied with your radius, go to the window that opened with your search 
results – “Area of Interest Report” 

 

24. This window will show you a summary of your search results 



 

 
 

25. The list of Data Layers shows what information we have and what information we don’t 
have. If a category is blue, that means we have some documents or reports in that 
category, but if it’s grey, then we have nothing. 

 
26. If you know what information you are looking for, you can click on the blue category and 

it will take you directly to that section, or you can scroll down to see all the results. 
 

27. Not all results will be for the property you are looking for since our search results 
encompass an area, not just a single property. So check the addresses that are under each 
result. 



 
Red arrows are showing different physical addresses located within the search radius results 

 
28. If you find a result with the correct address, check the name of the facility as well. 

 
a. Some properties have had multiple facilities over the years 



 
Red arrows are showing same address, but different facility names 

 
29. There will be blue links either for “Open Report” or “Documents”. Click on the blue 

links to open either a Report or to locate what documents we have available. 
 

30. A Report will show various people that have worked with the facility, and if there is any 
ongoing work with our department, etc, but there will be no documents. A report will 
open in a new window. 

 

Report 



31. Documents will be all documents associated with that facility for that category that we 
have inserted into OCULUS. Documents will open a new window with the DEP 
Information Portal. 

 

32. Once the documents are listed, you can scroll through to locate various document dates, 
types, and subjects. 

 
33. When you locate what you are looking for, you can view it by clicking on the red arrow 

all the way to the right in that row. 
 

34. Certain results in the Area of Interest Report will not have addresses associated with them 
because they are area results, which means they affect an area, not ust a single site, such 
as Groundwater Contamination Areas and Brownfield Areas. 

 
35. At the very bottom of the report, there will be a list of “No Results Found”, which means 

that every category listed under that has no information associated with the facility or 
property you are looking for. 


