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Stream Health

Background

Since 1992, minimally disturbed reference
streams have been sampled throughout Florida for the
purpose of establishing biologica community expectations
and identifying specific thresholds for assessing stream
hedlth. The Stream Condition Index (SCI) has been the
primary assessment method, which consists of collecting
20 D-frame dipnet sweeps (0.5 m in length) of the most
productive habitats in a 100 m reach of stream. The
organisms are sub-sampled, sorted, and identified to the
lowest practical taxonomic level. Seven measurements
of invertebrate health are calculated and compared with
the expectations established by the reference site

Figure 1: Overview Map of the Deep Creek Area
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Figure 2: Data Table
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Results and Discussion 'gure 3: SCI Evaluation

Water quality parameters (low nutrients, sufficient SCI Evaluation for Smith Creek
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