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PUBLIC AND AGENCY COMMENTS DOCUMENT

INTRODUCTION

This supplemental document to the Shell Western E & P Inc., Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) presents comments from the public, private businesses, and
government agencies that are related to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

The DEIS was filed with the Environmental Protection Agency during the week of March 8, 1993. A
"Notice of Availability" was published in the Federal Register on March 17, 1993. Based on this notice,
the publicrwas invited to comment on the DEIS until May 18, 1993. Subsequently, the public comment
period was extended to August 18, 1993. Notice of the extension to the comment period was published
in the Federal Register on June 17, 1993. '

In addition to the Notice of Availability, a variety of methods were used to inform interested parties of
the DEIS. These methods included: press releases and newspaper legal notices; a mailed notice to those
on the interested parties list which was compiled during the DEIS scoping process; a BLM/BIA press
meeting held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on April 13, 1993; an open house and public hearing held in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on April 14, 1993; distribution of the DEIS to federal agencies and the State
of Florida Clearinghouse administered by the Governor’s Office; distribution of reading copies of the
DEIS to the Broward County, Leon County and Palm Beach County public libraries, and the State
Library in Tallahassee, Florida; and distribution of reading copies to the BLM Office of Public Affairs,
Washington, D.C., BLM, Jackson District office and BIA, Arlington, Virginia office. Approximately
275 copies of the DEIS and 450 copies of a DEIS Summary Document were distributed to organizations,
government agencies and individuals.

On April 14, 1993, a public hearing was held at the Greater Fort Lauderdale - Broward County
Convention Center, 1950 Eisenhower Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The hearing was attended
by approximately 350 people. Oral comments were presented by 51 people and recorded by a transcript
service. )

By August 18, 1993, 425 comment letters were received by the Bureau of Land Mapagement. The
hearing transcripts and letters were reviewed, analyzed and considered in preparing the FEIS. All letters
of comment to the DEIS and a complete transcript of the April 14, 1993 public hearing are contained in

this document.




DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION

Pages PH-1 through PH-39 contain the transcripts of the public hearing that was held on April 14, 1993.

An index of letters with assigned identification numbers precedes the public and agency letters. The _

comment letters are coded: I - individual; B - business; O - organization; LG - local government; SG -
state government; FG - federal government; P - petition. The numbers are repeated at the top of each
letter page and petition page.

On the hearing transcript pages, substantive comments are highlighted. On the letter pages, substantive
comments are identified by a bar in the margin. Comment numbers ranging from 1 to 95 have been
placed beside each comment.

The letter, petition or hearing page number, followed by the comment number is a code used to identify
the source and issue. The codes appear in the response to comments. The response to comments is not
presented in this document. The response to comments can be found in Section 5.1.4 of the FEIS. A
summary of comments and a listing of commenters precedes the hearing transcript and comment letters
in this supplemental document.

SECTION 2

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

The substantive comments can be categorized as: 1) inaccuracies and discrepancies; 2) adequacy of the
analysis; 3) identification of new impacts, alternatives, or mitigation measures; or 4) disagreements with
significance determinations.

Analysis of the substantive comments indicated that similar comments could be grouped and assigned an
issue number. Ninety-five issues were identified. These issues pertain to one of 21 major topics. The
21 major topics are presented in alphabetical order. Each issue under each major topic is identified by
issue number and a brief statement of the nature of the comment(s), followed by the comment
identification code(s). The actual text of the comment is provided. For those cases were more than one
comment was made on the same issue, one comment is quoted that was determined to best represent the
issue. The agencies response to each issue is in Section 5.1.4. of the FEIS.

A summary of the major topics (listed alphabetically in bold print), corresponding issue(s) and
comment(s) follows:

Access

Issue 1 DEIS does not contain details concerning road construction on berm.

Issue 2 Disagree with acreage of road turnouts.

Issue3  Recommends more details of Alternative B access road, impact to wetlands.
Issue 4 Highway Department agrees with access from I-75 via Snake Road Interchange.
Issue 5 Questions reasons for FHWA opposition to Alternative C.

Affected Environment
Issue 6 DEIS needs to be expanded to include historical Everglades.
Air Quality

Issue 7 DEIS fails to properly evaluate gas flaring procedures, other contaminants and air pollution
monitoring.

Alternatives

Issue 8 Improper restriction of No Action Alternative.
Issue 9 DEIS fails to adequately consider alternatives.




Archaeological Resources
Issue 10 Concerns the cultural resource potential of the tree islands.
Issue 11 DEIS adequately addresses state’s concerns for archaeological preservation.

Issue 12 Nearby archaeological site should be avoided.

Cumulative Impacts
Issue 13 DEIS fails to evaluate cumulative impacts upon the Everglade ecosystem.

Issue 14 Concerns cumulative impacts, impacts on state land use programs and Everglades
restoration plans.

Full Field Development

Issue 15 DEIS fails to consider effects of oil development in area. Contrary to Conner v. Burford.

Issue 16 DEIS does not analyze worst case oil spill.

Issue 17 Requests that agency retain authority to restrict further development based on Sierra Club
v. Peterson, .

Issue 18 Concerns further drilling and production in Water Conservation Area.

Issue 19 Questions what basis production and field development are not reasonably foreseeable.

Issue 20 DEIS should specify level of analysis for production and/or field development.
Issue 21 DEIS fails to include analysis of oil transport.

Issue 22 DEIS does not consider gain against risk of oil and gas development.

Issue 23 Concerns that drilling would set a legal precedent. '

Hurricane Contingency Plan

Issue 24 Questions adequacy of hurricane contingency plan.

Hydrology

Issue 25 DEIS fail to include analysis of Everglades Restoration Plan,

Issue 26 Data concerning location of Biscayne aquifer is not accurate.

Issue 27 Requests "Sole Source Review".

Issue 28 DEIS does not adequately address wetlands and floodplains under Executive Orders 11990
and 11988.

Issue 29 Concern that the gray limestone aquifer is hydraulically connected to the Biscayne aquifer.

Issue 30 Concerns pertaining to direction of drainage from proposed well site.

Issue 31 Concerns relative to proximity and effects on Biscayne aquifer and Water Conservation

Area. DEIS is not based on scientific field studies.

Issue 32 DEIS fails to consider applicability of UIC rules to disposal of drilling fluids.

Issue 33 DEIS does not analyze long term migration of contaminants or monitoring of potential
contaminants.
Issue 34 Inadequate evaluation of effects on Floridan and gray limestone aquifer.

Issue 35 Questions adequacy of 4-foot high containment berm.

Issue 36 DEIS fails to analyze spills into canals.

Issue 37 Concerns the lateral migration of contaminated groundwater.

Issue 38 DEIS fails to consider contamination of groundwater due to drilling pressure.

Issue 39 Questions how injected produced water would be prevented from spreading in substrates.
Issue 40 Questions how public would be provided fresh water in case of disaster.

Issue 41 Questions whether Appendix A-6 was included as scientific support for the BLM position.
Issue 42 Concerns that short term use could threaten the Biscayne aquifer.

Jurisdiction

Issue 43 Concerns about the public interest in the proposal.

Issue 44 DEIS does not contain a Coastal Zone Management Act consistency determination.

Issue 45 Claims that the DEIS conflicts with state plans. DEIS should address impact to drinking
water and social and economic impacts. )

Issue 46 States that the South Florida Water Management District Governing Board passed

resolution opposing proposal.

Issue 47 Claims that the state has civil regulatory jurisdiction over the on-reservation drilling
activity.
Issue 48 Concern about right-of-way on levee, berms and canal.

Issue 49 Proposal has no significant impact on state transportation system and partially satisfies
Coastal Zone Management consistency requirements.

Issue 50 Proposal generally agrees with state’s oil and gas development regulations.
Issue 51 Claims that the water conservation area is state land and not Miccosukee’s.
Land Use

Issue 52 DEIS fails to include discussion of the Florida Executive Order banning development in
Water Conservation Areas.

Monitoring and Enforcement

Issue 53 Recommends adding laboratory analysis of petroleum hydrocarbon to monitoring wells.
Issue 54 Requests that EPA review plans and monitor disposal of waste by injection.

Issue 55 Questions adequacy of SPCC plan.

Issue 56 DEIS does not evaluate financial commitments in case of spill.




Issue 57

Suggests resistivity and porosity logs be run on open hole conditions before setting casing.

Issue 58 Questions monitoring of truck speeds, emissions and noise,
NEPA Process
Issue 59 Requests that decision on proposal be made by the Secretary of the Interior.
Issue 60 Questions if DEIS provides Federal accountability.
Issue 61 Questions why EPA was not a Cooperating Agency.
Issue 62 DEIS does not include a disclosure statement.
Issue 63 DEIS does not meet NEPA goals of enhancing "quality of the human environment. "
Noise
Issue 64 DEIS does not adequately analyze effect of noise on wildlife.
Issue 65 DEIS fails to address effect of noise during wading bird breeding periods.
Socioeconomics
Issue 66 DEIS fails to address impacts to tourism.
Issue 67 DEIS fails to address impacts to communities.
Issue 68 Project is consistent with Department policies to promote economic development in
economically distressed areas.
Spills
Issue 69 Concerns relative to on-site impacts due to leaks before and after exploratory well
abandonment.
Issue 70 Concern that groundwater would be contaminated from previous diesel fuel spill and that
water wells would pull fuel into exploratory well.
Issue 71 Recommends expansion of lined area. _
Issue 72 DEIS fails to show probability of spills and spill record.
Vegetation
Issue 73 Vegetation report not accurate of true character of area.
Issue 74 DEIS does not consider vegetation adjacent to Snake Road.

Visual Resources

Issue 75

DEIS fails to recognize impacts on visual quality and effects on people and wildlife.

4

Waste Management

Issue 76 DEIS does not adequately analyze containment, testing, and disposal of wastes.
Issue 77 Concerns radioactive levels in water and effects on humans and wildlife.
Issue 78 Questions applicability of offshore surface water digcharge standards
Issue 79 Inconsistent specifications for plastic liner.
Issue 80 Concerns movement of drill cuttings. _

Issue 81 Insufficient discussion of composition, transport, and storage of drilling fluid components.
Well Abandonment

Issue 82 Abandonment of water wells.

Issue 83 Impacts of well and haul road abandonment.

Issue 84 Time limit on exploratory well abandonment.

Wildlife Resources

Issue 85 Inadequate data on Florida panther telemetry.

Issue 86 DEIS does not evaluate effects of spills on wildlife and habitat.

Issue 87 Inadequate analysis of effects on Florida panther.

Issue 88 Recommends formal Section 7 Consultation and range of Florida panther.

Issue 89 Recommends non-consumptive land use on Reservation because of panther range.
Issue 90 DEIS fails to consider ecological significance of ecotone.

Issue 91 Appendix A-9 fails to address adverse effects on wildlife.

Issue 92 DEIS fails to address impacts of man-made or natural catastrophes on wildlife. .
Issue 93 Concerns critical habitat designation for Florida panther. DEIS fails to consider cumulative

impacts on panther.
Issue 94 DEIS fails to disclose actual panther activity.
Issue 95 DEIS fails to show importance of area for dispersal of sub-adult panthers.
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NAMES OF COMMENTERS

An alphanumeric code was developed to identify the individuals and organizations who submitted written
comments or provided oral comments at the public hearing. The assigned code identifies the page of the Public
and Agency Document where each substantive comment can be found. This code further identifies the
individual(s) or organization(s) offering the specific comments on the issues covered in Section 5.1.4 of the
FEIS. A listing of the alphanumeric code and corresponding individual(s), businesses, organization(s), and
agencies that provided comments are provided below:

INDIVIDUAL

Individual alphanumeric codes are listed in alphabetical sequence, ordered by surname. In the case of double
last names, the alphanumeric codes are listed in sequence by the second surname. Individual surnames which
include a prefix are listed at the beginning of each alphabetic category. McCluskey, for example, would
precede all surnames which do not include a prefix. The listing of alphanumeric codes for individuals is as
follows:

I-1 Ms. Rose Adams 124 Mr. Brett D. Boulmay

12 Ms. Maisy Alpert I-25 Ms. Jocelyn Boyce

I-3to I-4 Ms. Wendy M. Altman 1-26 Mr. Paul Brandofino

I-5 to I-6 Mr. George Amreihn I-27 Ms. Myra C. Becher

I-7 Mr. Mauro Aronovski - 128 . ...... Ms. Joy Bright

I-8 Ms. Stella Ashen I-29 to 1-30 Mr. Chad Brocato

I-9 Mr. Mark Asmus I-31 Ms. Kathleen T. Brock
I-10 Ms. Miriam Assef 1-32 Mr. Thomas J. Brosnan
I-11 Ms. Jessica Azola I-33 Mr. & Mrs. Edgar H. Brown
I-12 Mr. Karl A. Baden 1-34 Ms. Elaine Brown

I-13 Mr. Sheezan Bakali I-35 to I-36 Ms. Marian D. Browne
I-14 Mr. Louis B. Banasky 1-37 Ms. Barbara J. Brush

I-15 Mr. F. C. Barhoover I-38 Mr. Douglas Burleson
I-16 Ms. Florence R. Beardsley 1-39 Mr. Christopher Burroughs
I-17 Mr. Chris Beck 1-40 Ms. Rachel Bussel

I-18 Ms. Gertrude M. Bishop I-41 The Cannon Family

I-19 Ms. Judy Bissell 1-42 Ms. Bernice C. Carlson
120 Mr. Darrell L. Black 1-43 Ms. Tracey Carlson

121 Ms. Mary D. Blackman 1-44 Ms. D. H. Carmody

122 Ms. Esther E. Blanton 1-45 Ms. Martha E. Carnes

123 Mrs. A. Bonk I-46 to I-47 Ms. Joan W. Carroll




1-48
1-49
1-50
151
1-52
153
1-54
I-55
1-56
1-57
I-58
1-59
1-60
1-61
1-62
1-63
I-64
1-65
1-66
1-67
1-68 to 1-69
1-70
71
72

I-73 to 1-74
I-75
I-76
1-77
1-78
I-79
1-80
I-81
1-82
1-83
1-84

NAMES OF COMMENTERS

Mr. L. B. Case, Jr.

S. Chisen

Ms. Julia Chretien

Mr. Richard Chung

Ms. Ruth H. Clark

. N. Montgomery Clarke
. Santo J. Coco

. Randolph L. Compton
Ms. Suzanne Conner

Mr. Dennis Connolly

Ms. Jane Copenhaver

Mr. Boies Coppinger

Mr. Donald L. Cosby

Ms. Jan Cosby

Richard & Muriel Covington
Ms. Dorothy A. Cowdrey
Mr. Timothy A. Crain

Mr. John G. Croes

Mr. Paul W. Croy

The Cullis Family

Mr. Angelo V. D’Alessandro
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dash
Mr. Fred J. Davies

Ms. Kelley Ann Davis/
Mr. Don R. Elderkin

Mr. Timothy Day

Mr. Wesley H. Day

Mrs. Nada DeGaetano

Ms. Sherie DeGroff

Ms. Susan Deifallah

Mr. Jeff Delgado

Mr. Luiz A DePaula Santos
Ms. Audrey E. De Rosa
Mr. Fred A. Dickmeyer
Mr. A. L. Diehl

Mr. J. P. Dinkel

SEE

1-85
1-86
1-87
I-88
1-89
1-90
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
1-99
1-100
1-101
1-102
1-103
1-104
1-105
1-106
1-107
1-108
1-109
1-110
I-111
I-112
I-113
I-114
1-115
1-116 to I-117
I-118
119
1120
121

Mrs. Emily N. Dipple
Dr. Guy A. Distasio

Ms. Suzanne Donovan »
Charles & Gloria Dunsford
Ms. Ellie Durr

Ms. Teresa A. Dwyer
Armand & Martha Dyner
Mr. Arthur Eichner

Mr. Manuel Elaraj

Mr. Don R. Elderkin
Ms. Barbara J. Elliott
Mr. Wayne Engroff

Mr. Lennard C. Ericsson
Ms. Marlene Escoto

Ms. Ethel E. Fallon

M. & J. Fasano

Mr. Greg Fernandez
Mrs. Ann Fetters

Mr. Allen Filekoff
Charles & Lillian Finger
Ms. V. Virg Foland

Ms. Winnie Foster

Ms. Linda M. Francis
Mr. Clarence Freeman
Mr. Arthur M. Friedrichs
Mrs. Adele V. Frisch
Mr. Gerald Fritz

Mr. Kenneth L. Frost
Mr. Robert Gallagher
Mr. John Gallo

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Gardner
Mr. A. P. Garner

Mr. James L. Garrett
R. Gehlert & Family
Sister Teresa Gerlits
Mr. Theodore H. Gilbert

1-122
I-123
I-124
I-125
I-126
I-127
1-128 to 1-129
I-130

I-131

I-132

I-133

I-134

I-135

1-136

1-137 to 1-138
1-139

1-140

I-141

1-142

1-143

I-144

I-145

I-146

1-147

1-148

1-149

I-150 to I-151
I-152

I-153

I-154

I-155

I-156 to I-157
I-158

I-159

I-160

NAMES OF COMMENTERS

. Darren Giuffre

. Gary Gold

. Helen L. Goldin

. Sidney Goldin

. C. B. Goodman

. P. Graef

Ms. Heather Grand

Mr. David Green

Mr. Edward B. Green
Mr. Thomas Gunderman
Mr. J. J. Guyett

Ms. Eleanor Haarmeyer
Ms. Shari L. Haas

Mr. Albert Haeberle
Mr. Gordon W, Hagey
Peggy & Robert James Hall
Mr. John E. Harman
Ms. Denise Harris

Mr. H. L. Hassell

SEEFFE

Ms. Janet Hassoun. ..: ... ... . -

Mr. William Heim

Ms. Joan Heiman

Mr. J. Heisner

Ms. Dorothy M. Henfield
Mr. Andrew G. Henning
Ms. Monique Henry

Ms. Sheri Hensley
Morton & Rita Hepner
Mr. M. M. Hess

Mr. Richard J. Hess

Mr. Daniel Higgins

Ms. Linda A, Hill

Ms. Edith Hilton

Ms. Helen Hirschfeld
William & Mary Holsworth

I-161 to 1-162  William & Jeanne Homer

1-163
1-164
I-165
1-166
1-167
1-168

1-169

1-170

1171

1172

I-173

1174

1-175 to 1176
1177

1178

I-179

1-180

I-181 to 1-182
1183

1-184

I-185

1-186

1-187

1-188

1-189 to 1-190
1-191

1-192

1-193 to 1-194
1-195

1-196

1-197

1-198

1-199

1-200

1201

1202

Mr. John J. Hopkins
Mr. Scott Horowitz
Mr. W. W, Horstman
Ms. Lguana Howard
Mrs. J. A. Hugh
Mr. George G. Hughes
Mr. Leonardo Iannone
Mr. Carlton Inman
Ms. Rae Irland
Mr. Bill Irwin
Violet & Leo Isacson
Mr. M. Carpenter-Jaquinta
Mr. Paul G. Jameson
Ms. Joan W. Jenrich
Ms. Lauren A. Jewell
Mr. W. H. Jobe
Mr. Bevin John
Ms. Dorothy Johnson
Mr. Perry W. Johnson
Ms. Joan Johnston
Mr. G. Jones
Mr. Frank H. Jones, Jr.
Ms. Jan Jones
Ms. Peggy M. Juntilla
Richard & Edith Kappler
Milton & Bonnie Katz
Mr. Howard Katzman
Ms. Sherra Keeley and Mom
Mr. Edward Kempa
Mr. Samuel Kendall
Mr. William F. Kenney
Mr. Steven P. Kent
Ms. Rose Kenach
Ms. Dawn A. Keon
Ms. Hope C. Kimbrell
Mr. Donald H. King




NAMES OF COMMENTERS NAMES OF COMMENTERS

I-203 Mr. Brian F. Kingston I-241 Mr. Aston Mattis I-284 Ms. Natisha L. Peavy I-333 Mr. Stephen G. Schorr
1-204 Mr. George A. Kitchen 1-242 Ms. Anne Maurer 1-285 Ms. Burnette Pope I-334 Mrs. R. L. Schreiber
1-205 Ms. Karen Klein 1-243 Ms. Cherie K. Mazzenga ‘ 1-286 Israel & Edith Port I-335 Herbert & Ruth F. Schwartz
1-206 Mr. Michael Klein 1-244 t0 1-246 Ms. Lynn A. Meder 1-287 to 1-288 Ms. Louise C. Porter 1-336 Gerard & Joanne Shrewsbury
1-207 Mr. Florence R. Knice 1-247 Ms. Velda M. Meloy : 1-289 Mr. & Mrs. John Prenovitz I-337 Mrs. Gladys Schroeder
I-208 Mr, & Mrs. Milton Knopoff I-248 to 1-250 Ms. Cathy Menendez 1-290 to I-291 Ms. Sharon A. Proue 1-338 Captain Jennifer Schubert
1-209 Ms. Heidi Knost : I-251 Jules V. & Barbara L. Meyers . 1-292 Mr. Earl J. Purcell I-339 Mr. M. Valenteyn Schut
I-210 Ms. Elizabeth A. Knowles 1-252 Charles & Nancy Miller 1293 Mr. Charles L. Raymond 1-340 Ms. Patrice Shawe
1211 Mr. Ray A. Kralis 1253 Ms. Margie Miller 1-294 Ms. Deborah A. Reeder 1341 Ms. Kay Shoemaker
1212 - Mr. Richard F. Kulow 1254 The Mills Family 1-295 Otto & Winifred Reuter 1-342 S. Paul & Marie Shuler
I-213 Mrs. Lois M. Lacoste 1255 Mrs. Esther B. Mintz I-296 Ms. M. Tamara Rimes, Esq. I-343 Ms. Millicent J. Singer
1214 Ms. Melissa A. Lakey 1-256 to I-257 Ms. Jacqueline Monckton ’ I-297 t0 1298 Ms. Derry L. Riquelme I-344 Ms. Carolyn Slaton
I-215 Ms. Nancy Lanzi 1-258 Ms. Allen Morgan 1-299 Mr. Jock Ritchie 1-345 Mr. Jason Slaughter

“ I-216 Ms. Gail Larkin 1-259 Ms. Dana Morgan ' j I-300 Ms. Tina M. Rizzo I-346 Ms. Carol Smith

! 1-217 Ms. Iris Larson ‘ 1-260 Ms. Pam Morgan i I-301 Ms. Grace A. Roberts I-347 Mr. James Smith

; 1218 Ms. Maggie Lee 1-261 Ms. Martha Munzee : I-302 Dr. E. B. Robinson, Jr. I-348 Ms. Dianne Parrott Spook

i I-219 Ms. Michele LeFeore I-262 Ms. Margaret Murphy 1-303 Mr. Jose L. Rodriguez 1-349 Ms. Sheila Stark

: 1220 Mr. Howard E. Lemaster 1263 Mr. Fred Myers : 1-304 Mr. Raul Rodriguez 1-350 Mr. Frank H. Staub
1-221 Ms. Geri Levites I-264 Mr. Cary Nagy -f 1-305 Ms. Bernice Rubin 1-351 Ms. Sheila Steinberg
1-222 Ms. Susan R. Libera 1265 v~ Mr. Paul Nanes ; .. ’ 1-306 to I-307 .- Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Russell 1-352 P. Stentz and family
1-223 Ms. Elsa Lindenfeld 1-266 Ms. Linda Neale | - 1308 ~ Mr. James J. Ryan 1353 Ms. Carol Stern
1-224 Mr. George H. Link 1-267 Mr. Steve Nelson 1-309 Ms. Karen L. Ryan 1-354 Ms. Sara Stern

] I-225 Ms. Debbie Lord I-268 Keith & Elizabeth Newman z 1-310 Mr. Terry Sader I-355 Mr. George L. Stetson

1226 Mr. Rick Loss 1269 to 1270  Ms. Kathleen M. Nicula 1311 Mr. Robert Sadowski 1356 Ms. Joanne Stevenson
1227 Mr. Ronald N. Lyall I-271 Mrs. Helen K. Nielsen ' I-312 Mr. Charles Salter, Jr. I-357 Mr. Al Stewart
1-228 Dottie Lyons I-272 Mr. Matthew Noonan I-313 Mr. Harlee Samuels I-358 Ms. Diana H. Storch
1-229 Ms. Josephine McArthur 1273 to 1274 Ms. Susan Noonan 1314 Ms. Ruth Samuels 1-359 Ms. Karen Stow
1-230 Mrs. Gloria R. McCluskey 1-275 Mr. Richard Obregon - I315 Mrs. Gertrude Sanders 1360 Mr. Scott J. Stow
1-231 Ms. Joann McDaniel 1276 Ms. Patricia O’Connor 1316 Ms. Lisa M. Sannasardo I-361 Ms. Andrea Sturzen
1-232 Mr. Robert E. McDonnell 1-277 Ms. Jan Craig-Olinger 1-317 Mr. Peter R. Sannasardo 1-362 Mrs. Grace E. Sutton
1233 to 1-235  Mr. Stephen G. McKenzie 1-278 Mr. James R. O’Neal I-318 Dr. R. C. Sansing 1-363 Mr. John Sziber
I-236 Ms. Gloria Mack 1-279 Mrs. Rosemarie O’Neidas 1319 Ms. Patricia Scarborough I-364 Jack & Mary Tagge
1-237 Mr. John Malloy 1-280 Mr. James Ongley , 1-320 Ms. Elizabeth Schane 1-365 Ms. Pauline Taisian
1-238 Chet & Marilyn Markot 1281 Mr. Tom Paddock I-321 t0 I-329  Brian and Rosalyn Scherf I-366 Ms. Elizabeth Leeds Tait
1-239 Ms. Mary Ann Massey 1-282 Ms. Kathy Pawlak 1330 Ms. Carrie A. Schick I-367 Ms. Kristen Talton
1-240 Mr. Jack Mathews 1-283 Ms. Browne Pearson 1-331 t0 I-332 M. E. K. Schluntz I-368 The Taylor Family
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1-369 to I-370
I-371

1-372 to I-374
1375

I-376

1-377

1378

I-379

1-380 to 1-383
1-384 :
I-385

I-386

1-387

I-388

1-389

I-390

I-391

1-392

1-393

1-394

I-395

1-396

1-397

1421
1-422
1-423
I-424
1-425

NAMES OF COMMENTERS

Ms. Carol Taylor

Mr. William Terry

Mr. Roderick Tirrell

Mr. Joseph L. Titus

Ms. Yvette Toepfer

Mr. Peter Tolk

Mr. Sten J. Tonessen

The Torrent Family

Ms. Lisa Turtle

Mr. Fred Tutt

Ms. Annette Ungerman
Ms. Maggie Vail

Ms. Kathleen Valentine
Ms. Jan Valliere

Mr. C. Van Den Heuvel Jr
Mr. Raoul F. Van Ligten
The Varga Family

Mr. Ralph Ventinigig

Ms. Cecile R. Vogel

Mrs. Ann C. Vordenberg - -
Mr. Michael Blaine Walder
Donald E. & Emily B. Walls
Ms. Diana D. Ward

1-398

1-399

1-400

1-401

1402

1-403

1-404

1-405

1-406

1-407

1-408

1-409

1410

1411

1412

1-413 to 1414
1415

1-416

1417

1-418 to 1-419
1-420 |

NO NAME/ADDRESS/ILLEGIBLE

"Mental Floss"
Post Card (no picture)

Post Card (moose picture)
Adam ta Daniel SIMJ?

1-426
1427
1428
1-429

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Waterman
Mr. Troy Webster

Mr. Walter Weeks

Ms. Sylvia Weess

Ms. Gladys Weinberg

Ms. Marlene Weiss

Mr. Arnie Welber

Mrs. Ginia Davis Wexler
Mr. Stephen Whithey

Ms. Michelle Whitt

Mr. Daryl E. Wilcox, Esq.
Paul A. & Marie S. Willey
Ms. Wylene Williams

Mr. Mark G. Winder

Mrs. Amy M. Windhorst
Ms. Jean Winter

Ms. Alicia Witt

John P. & Dametia Yianilos
Mr. Lee Zausner

Mr. Evan Zekofsky

Dr. Ingrida Zebelins and
Mr. James Kolze

Alphanumeric codes for correspondence received without a signature or other identification or where such
identification was illegible are listed as follows. Alphanumeric codes are listed by presumed alphabetical order
of surname or after identifying factors such as a picture post card. -

Soni?? Caragon?
Dan Vegala?
Stacy UI?

Joan Doxay?

3
§
3l
i
A
4
3

NAMES OF COMMENTERS

BUSINESS

Alphanumeric codes for correspondence received from businesses are listed in alphabetical order by name of
the business. The signatory, where identified, precedes the business name.

B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4 to B-5
B-6

Mr. Douglas A. Opell, Heritage Remediation/Engineering, Inc.
Parkins Marine, Inc.

Mr. Hugh Hoffman, President, Religious Vacations, Inc.

Mr. R. F. Gardner, Shell Oil Company

Spellacy, Lescano and Duckett, PA

ORGANIZATION

Alphanumeric codes for organizations are listed in alphabetical sequence by name of organization. When
correspondence was signed by an individual, that person’s name is shown before the organization’s name.

0-1
0-2 to O-3
04 to 0-35

0-36 0 0-37

0-39 to 041
0-42 to 0-51
0-52 to O-55
0-56 to O-73
0-74

0-75 to 0-76
0-77

0-78 to 0-80
0-81

0-82 to 0-94
0-95 to 098

0-99 to 0-101

Ms. Patricia Meacham, Broward Audubon

Mr. Tom Weise, Clean Water Action

David Posnack Hebrew Day School, Fifth and Seventh Grades

Ms. Dianne Petitjean, Environmental Coalition it

Mr. R. P. Haviland, P.E., Environmental Council

Environmental Leaders Council of South Florida

Ms. Ann Whitfield and William A. Wood, Florida PIRG

Mr. Joseph E. Podgor, Jr., Friends of the Everglades

Ms. Joette Lorion, Greenpeace Advisor

Mrs. Winifred Reuter, Humanitarians of Florida, Inc.

Ms. Kay Allen/Ms. Stephanie Pearson, League of Women Voters of Florida
Ms. Elizabeth C. Lemon, League of Women Voters of Monroe County

Ms. B. Suzi Ruhl, J.D., M.P.H., Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation
Mrs. Hana Rosenberg, National Council of Jewish Women

Northeast High School Ecology Club

Ms. Catherine Dees, Save the Florida Panther

Mr. Larry Marvet, Sierra Club




LOCAL GOVERNMENT PETITIONS
Alphanumeric codes for local governments are listed alphabetically. The signatory precedes local government Alphanumeric sequence for petitions, alphabetized by name, are listed below.
identification.
P-1 Broward Audubon, et al P-6 Greenpeace
LG-1t0 LG-7  Mr. John P. Hart, Broward County Commissioner P2 Linda Coxon, et al P-7 J?ha ch:ett, ett ail
LG-8to LG-15 Ms. Mira Barer, Broward County, Dept. of Natural Resource Protection P-3 Earth First! P-8 Jill Fors e;g, e: y
LG-16 to LG-18 Mr. John J. Copelan, Jr., Broward County, Office of the County Attorney P4 Friends of the Everglades P9 Helen M. Roeder, e
P-5 Greenpeace P-10 Charlotte R. Seely, et al

STATE & REGIONAL GOVERNMENT
Alphanumeric codes for state and regional governments signatories are identified below.
SG-1to0 SG-19 Governor Lawton Chiles, State of Florida

SG-20 to SG-21 Mr. John P. Hart, Chairman, South Florida Regional Planning Council
SG-22 to SG-23 Dr. John G. Dempsey, South Florida Water Management District

TRIBE

The alphanumeric code for correspondence received from a tribe is identified below.

l
i
i
4
,}g

T-1 Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Alphanumeric codes for correspondence received from Federal governmental agencies and signatories are
identified below. Federal agencies are listed by alphabetical sequences..

FG-1to FG-2  Mr. Mark H. Hibpshman, Bureau of Mines
i FG-3 to FG-7  Mr. Heinz Mueller, Environmental Protection Agency (2 letters)
1 FG-8 Mr. Edward J. Koszalka, Geological Survey, Water Resources Division
| FG-9 to FG-11 Mr. James W. Coleman, Jr., National Park Service
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Whereupon, the following proceedings were had:

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: This Public Hearing will now come to order.

Good evening and welcome to the public hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement addressing
Shell Western E & P, Incorporated’s proposal to drill an exploratory well at a site located in Section 3, Township
50 South, Range 35 East on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation located in Broward County approximately forty
miles east of the City of Fort Lauderdale.

My name is James L. Byrnes, I am the Chief Administrative Judge for the Department of the Interior’s
Office of and Appeals.

Tonight’s hearing is being conducted under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
and in accordance with established Department of Interior Procedures.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive testimony concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Shell Western E & P, Incorporated submitted an application for a permit to drill to the Bureau of Land
Management on January 17th, 1991, The Bureau of Land Management determined initially that an environmental
assessment would be required and solicited public comment. :

Public scoping was conducted by the Bureau of Land Management from March of 1991 through May of
1991. Substantial public opinion was expressed against the proposal due to public concerns about the Everglades
and Big Cypress Swamp environments and other associated natural resources.

On April 16th, 1992 the Bureau of Land Management issued a Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental
impact statement. The Notice explained that the decision to expand analysis from an environmental assessment to
an environmental impact statement was not based on any changes in the proposal’s anticipated impacts, but was
made to recognize public concerns and to assure the public that any environmental impacts of the proposed - of the
proposal would be thoroughly assessed. :

The Notice further stated that any proposal for additional wells in production will require additional
National Environmental Policy Act review and decision documents. .

The purpose of this hearing is to receive the views, comments and suggestions of interested individuals and
organizations on the adequacy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and to provide the Bureau of Land
Management and the Bureau of Indian Affairs with additional information to help evaluate fully the suitability of
the alternatives contained in the environmental impact statement and the adequacy of the draft. ‘

This is not an adversarial proceeding. The purpose of this hearing is to receive information and not to
exchange views. Your statement should be relevant to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. And while this
is a relatively informal hearing without the normal rules of procedure and evidence, the rules of common courtesy
do apply.

The individuals here on the platform are representatives of the Bureau of Land Management and the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. They may have questions which they may wish to address to the speakers in an attempt to better
understand or clarify the views expressed.

We also have a court reporter here this evening who will make a verbatim transcript of the hearing.

-Everything that is said while the hearing is in session will be recorded.

In order to assure a complete and an accurate record of hearing, it is necessary that only one person speak
at a time and that everyone remain as quiet as possible while the hearing is in process.

Transcripts of the hearing will be available from the court reporting company of Paragon Reporting
Services located at 707 Southeast Third Avenue in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

In the interest of time and orderliness I request that there be no display of approval or disapproval either
by applause or otherwise during the presentations or at any time during the hearing.

Currently we have approximately thirty people who have indicated a desire to speak.

) It is my intention to adjourn this hearing by 11:00 P.M. Therefore, I am requesting each speaker limit

their oral presentations to ten minutes.

After hearing from those persons who have given advance notice, I will give all others present an
Opportunity to be heard if they desire.

Each speaker should begin their remarks by providing their name, their address and whom they represent.

If anyone is interested in submitting additional written comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
s“{tement, they may send them to the District Manager, the Bureau of Land Management, 411 Briarwood Drive,
Suite 404, Jackson, Mississippi, 39206.
¢ If you have a copy of written comments that you would like to submit this evening, please provide them
0 me and I will see that they are included in the official record.




All written comments and statements must be received by the Bureau of Land Management no later than
May 18th, 1993.

All written comments and statements received on time will be included as part of the official record and
will be granted the same consideration as statements presented at this hearing. At this time I would like to introduce
Mr. James Harriman, District Manager of the Eastern Area Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Mr. Robert
Abbey, the District Manager of the Bureau of Land Management of the Eastern States office. At this time Mr.
Abbey would like to make an initial statement for the record.

Mr. Abbey.

MR. ABBEY: Thank you. Thank you.

We do have a signer coming -- She must be a little late -- for the hearing impaired. So if you can bear
with us a little while, we should have that service available to our members of the public.

I'm going to keep my statement fairly brief because the purpose of us here tonight is to listen to you not
vice versa,

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have
completed a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed exploratory well in Western Broward County.
The purpose of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement is to provide the agency decision-makers with information
upon which to base a decision regarding this proposal.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is not a decision document. This draft, which is dated March
8th, 1993, analyzes impacts of Shell Western’s proposal to drill an exploratory well and test the potential
hydrocarbon-bearing formations at a site located on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.

Shell Western leases the project area from the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has a trust responsibility to the tribe to provide lease oversight. The Bureau
of Land Management has a trust responsibility to review operational activities proposed under this lease.

Considerable public input has been received on this proposal and every effort has been made to identify
and address the significant issues and concerns in this Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Inter-disciplinary participation has been provided by the environmental consulting firm of Dames & Moore
under a third-party contract.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement has integrated to the fullest extent possible consultation, surveys
and studies required under Federal law. The potential effects of the proposed exploratory well and water resources
and wildlife are matters of heightened public concern. Therefore, we have expended considerable time evaluating
possible effects on these resources.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement finds that drilling of the proposed exploratory well would not
have significant impacts on air quality, cultural resources, health and safety, noise, vegetation, visual resources,
water resources, wetlands or wildlife.

Measures which would mitigate the short-term disturbances are recommended in this document and included
in the preferred alternative. _

We wish to emphasize the Draft Environmental Impact Statement is not a decision document. No
exploratory drilling has been approved. Before a decision is reached the review process that we undertake to
comply with National Environnental Policy Act has an intermediate step of releasing a draft document for public
review. The public review will be used to revise the draft as needed and then prepare a final document. Only then
will a decision be made on the merits of this proposal. .

We also wants to clarify just what this proposal is. The proposal is for one exploratory well. No decision
regarding oil field development would be mailed without additional environmental analysis and public review.

Be assured that the Miccosukee Indian Tribe, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Land Management
officials are all sensitive to the public’s concerns and that strict compliance with National Environmental Policy Act
will occur to insure that whatever decision is finally made will be one that considers the impact of the proposal on
the Everglades ecosystem.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: At this time I would like to call the first speaker Mr. James Goldsich with
Broward County. I apologize in advance to anyone whose name I accidentally mangle during the course of the
hearing.

MR. GOLDSICH: All right.
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JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir, if you would state your name and your address and who you represent, if
you would, for the record. '

And would you mind spelling your name for the benefit of the court reporter.

Thank you.

MR. J. GOLDSICH: My name is Jim Goldsich. I’'m Director of Biological Resources for Broward
County, Department of Natural Resources Protection.

Spelled G-O-L-D-S, as in Sam, I-C-H.

The address of my office is 500 East Broward Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale 33394.

I have some comments that I’d like to bring to this board tonight. Commissioner Hart had hoped to deliver
these, and he has a 7-page letter that contains the specifics of those comments that I’ll leave with the group this
evening. But he has asked that I highlight some of those comments for this proceedings. )

On January 23 of *92 Commissioner Hart provided a letter, pursuant to this process, that indicated ¥

In our review of the current document we find that those flaws still exist.

We, in Broward County, don’t consider the Everglades to be a monotonous and boring landscape:
We hope that Mr. Babbitt in his statement that the Everglades has a major priority of this new
administrati not irecti that be’s i

That the Broward County Board of County Commissioners authorizes the Department of Natural Resources
tion, County Administrator and other staff to do everything necessary to prevent such drilling, Thank you.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your comments. =~
(Applause.) .
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: At this time if Mr. Steve Terry could come forward, please. If you could state
your name and address for the record please.
: MR. S. TERRY: My name is Steve Terry. I’'m the Land Sources Manager for Miccosukee Tribe of

Hy i;I_.Ildians of Florida. Our mailing address is P.O. Box 440021, Miami, Florida. Zip code is 33144.

2 I have a statement that the Tribe would like to make which is titled Statement of the Miccosukee Tribe of
Indians of Florida Concerning the Environment Impact Statement Prepared for the Bureau of Land Management

- and Bureau of Indian Affairs regarding the Shell Western drilling permit application.

The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida is pleased that the draft of the environmental impact statement

#fegarding possible drilling on the Miccosukee Federal Reservation has been completed and is now available for
Public comment,
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We hope our South Florida neighbors will carefully review this document and offer responsible comment
about it and the process by which it was produced.

The Miccosukee Tribe decision to determine whether its reservation has mineral potential has been the
subject of some measure of opposition by members of the public. One of the fears that has been expressed concerns
whether such activity would harm the Everglades ecosystem.

The Tribe must emphasize again its firmly established policy that any activity conducted on its Reservation
may proceed only in an environmentally sound manner.

The Tribe required that its lessee, Shell Western, design a plan complies fully with all applicable
environmental laws and regulations and has encouraged, indeed demanded that the Federal regulatory agencies
strictly enforce these requirements.

The EIS evaluates the plans in detail and measures them against the legal requirements and concludes that
there will be no significant adverse impacts.

We hope everyone will read this analysis.

A fear was also expressed that the proposed project could endanger the underground aquifer that supplies
the drinking water to Southeast Florida.

The EIS reveals that this aquifer lies several miles to the east of the drilling target and therefore will not
be impacted.

The Miccosukee Indians, as much as - if not more than - any other citizen of Florida treasure the
Everglades. It has been our homeland for generations.

This exploratory well is in a cow pasture in a fringe area of the Everglades.

Some areas of our Reservation have been victimized by the pollutants introduced north of us, and we are
actively engaged in efforts to stop this contamination and restore the quality of our water resources. We are
committed this effort. And we can assure all of our neighbors that this commitment extends to making certain that
any drilling activities that the Federal authorities may permit shall be carried out in strict and total compliance with
Federal requirements.

Miccosukee Tribes Reservation is small, particularly when compared with the vast areas of Florida our
ancestors occupied. Thus we must make maximum use of the land base we have. :

Our decision to look for mineral resources is not new to South Florida. Exploration for oil has been going
on there for more than forty years, and oil production goes on there today. If we have mineral resources, we want
to use them to help improve the health, housing and education.of the Miccosukee people. The tribe has a legal right
to do so. :

We are, however, keenly aware of our responsibility to act at all times in a prudent manner that will not
harm our people, our neighbors or our homeland. Thank you.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Mr. Ralph Prescott. If you would come forward please.

MR. R. PRESCOTT: My name is Ralph Prescott. I live at 4950 Northwest Sixth Street in Coconut 4
Creek, Florida. :

Never been to one of these meetings before. I wasn’t sure if it was a question-and answer or not. I have
no prepared speech. I just want to say a couple of things.

I’'m not sure why Shell Oil Company happened to pick the Everglades. All I know is that with the way
everything is going around in South Floridd between the concern for all the other different things that regards the
environments between the coral reef and everything, I don’t think it’s right that the Miccosukee Indian Tribe gave
you permissi issi ill into Florida ground, even if this is on the Reservation.

We got no say-so. We pay taxes. We got no say-so. People come in. You to Miccosukee Indian tribe
and they say, Okay. Go ahead. You got our permission. "

The only thing I'd like to say is that I think the people of South Florida or anybody just wants to protect
what we do have.
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And the only other closing statement I have, I'm against it. I’'m going to try and put all my resources for
the people with Animal Rights Foundation of Florida, which my wife and I belong to. And I just wish that
Miccosukee Indian Tribe would take another outlook and say no to this. Because I think they’re making enough
money off the bingo and cigarettes they’re selling anyway.

That’s all. Have a good evening.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Ladies and gentlemen, I don’t want to stay here any later tonight than most of
you do. So the sooner we get through this, the easier it will be for all us.

A VOICE: Leave the glades alone.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is Virginia - Virginia Braison.

A VOICE: Polite people get poisoned. '

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Iwould ask that you extend courtesy to the people who are speaking. If you wish
to speak, I'll give you the opportunity to do so later in the hearing.

Welcome.

MS. V. BRAISON: Good evening.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: If you could state your name and address for the record please.

MS. V. BRAISON: I’'m Virginia Braison, 2650 Northwest 49th Avenue in Lauderdale Lakes.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you.

MS. V. BRAISON: Okay. Biologists have found that mercury has mysteriously intruded into. the
Everglades. All the freshwater fish have elevated levels, and it’s making its way up the food chain to wading birds.
And it’s even killed an endangered Florida panther

This is n place. y
and environmental protection. Thank you.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
(Applause.) :
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Kathy Harrison.
MS. K. HARRISON: My name is Kathy Harrison. 6825 Northwest 9th Court in Margate. My concern
“last - at the last meeting like this was, essentially, the water supply. As a member of both Audubon and.Sxer.ra,
I have other environmental questions, too. I think after thinking about this for quite awhile that now t%le basic thing
is: This all sounds good. And I was on the reservation and had a tour of the site. And I really felt in some ways
quite reassured that this would be safe.
However, we all know what’s happened in Alaska. And I don’t mean the Valdez. I mean what’s happened
up on the northern slope. .
‘Granted, this is a totally different ecosystem; but I think it’s just as fragile. Maybe more so. And I’'m just
concerned that, you know, not all the possibilities can be covered. -
And [ just feel that it really shouldn’t be done. .
Thank you.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
(Applause.)
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is Mr. Joe Podger.
MR. J. PODGER: This is for the record. That’s a copy of it.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Great. .
MR. J. PODGER: Mr. Bymes, Mr. Abbey, Mr. Harriman, I’'m Joe Podger representing the Friends of
the Everglades and Marjory Stoneman Douglas - our founder - here this evening.
(Applause.)
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MR. J. PODGER: The documents I handed you just now that I want to draw your attention to is a letter

wh.ich essentially is asking you to open up a new avenue of inquiry for us, being the Federal representatives here.
This may well be best conveyed along to the EPA Administrator

contaminates the aquifer in a way that may create a significant hazard to public health, the EPA has the right, thanks

to a petition we filed and won in 1978 - with Maqory signing it - to veto Federal assistance to any project that
would be thus dangerous.

) The reason fer this specific attention to drinking water, not only because of our long-term interest in it,
:18' the lfact that as looking over the environmental impact statement document we find a number of statements that
1sturbs us

You cannot rely given the fact that authorization and that study is on the table now on present-day
cu"icumstances for future consequences and a decision at this time on this kind of project in this location would be
a disaster

Seeoedly,_thxs is th.e first such well in the Everglades. We are talking about something that we were told
by the administration of this country - the new administration - was going to be a priority. That restoring the
Everglades was the subject matter of a high level task force.

We put it to this administration that it’s insanity to consider drilling for oil and the consequential possibility
of production wells in this very same Everglades.

' This is the most‘ endangered ecosystem in the country. It is home to the most endangered national park
in country. It is the subject of the most ambitious and perhaps the most forward-thinking restoration program in

::e wor:g. And it is, as Marjory Stoneman Douglas said in the opening line to the book, "the only Everglades in
e world."
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To risk it with this kind of activity when there are other places on this planet and in this country to obtain
oil is a travesty. It’s a policy issue -

(Applause.)

-- that has to be taken seriously. You're lookmg at a situation where the alternatives are part of the deeper
process. And you’re supposed to be looking at these alternatives as a part of this hearing. This book here that we
have before us does a wonderful job of outlining many, but not all, consequences of three alternatives:
drilling with a road there, and drilling with a road somewhere else. |

Could it be that conservation of energy or something besides petroleum products would be the way to go?

(Applause.)

We do not have that analysis here. And it cannot be part of a decision if it’s not in the book.

In closing, I just have to tell you that we have a lot of slogans. And one of them we give out frequently
is that the "Everglades is a test. If you pass it, you get to keep the planet.”

Well, this oil well application is a test of the resolve of the Administration of the United States
Government, of the Department of the Interior and of us citizens who have been basically tested to see if we would
come out for such an outrageous proposal.

We have. We're here. We’re looking forward to giving you our extended comments and we hope we’ll
get an extended deadline.

And I want you to know that we probably are going to persevere - I know many of these peoPIe will say
they’re not going to go away - because we don’t want the Glades to go away.

And we thank you for your time.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Mr. Carl Perry. Mr. Perry, if you would step forward.

MR. C. PERRY: Good evening. My name is Carl Perry. Ilive at 114 Manatee Avenue, Coral Gables,
Florida. And I am the South Florida Field Organizer for the Florida Public Interest Research Group or Florida
PIRG. Florida PIRG is a non-profit, nonpartisan environmental.and copsumer:group with over 60 thousand
members from Key West to Pensacola.

Over the last ten years Florida PIRG has led the campaign to protect the Florida’s coasts from the hazards
of offshore oil and gas drilling. As a result of our work opposing offshore oil drilling, I would like to testify against
the proposed on-shore oil drilling in the Everglades.

(Applause.)

MR. C. PERRY: Florida PIRG is always opposed to oil drilling in sensitive parts of our State’s beautiful
coastline, the Keys, the coral reefs, the Everglades coasts lined with mangroves and the estuaries and marshes of
the Panhandle. That is why we oppose oil drilling in an ecosystem as fragile as the Everglades.

Oil drilling is dirty business, plain and simple. The track record speaks for itself: Santa Barbara blowout.
Exxon Valdez. Hickstock blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. Oil companies are proven to be very bad corporate

citizens; despoiling the ecosystems they pledge to protect. .

Allowing further oil industry activity in an already stressed ecosystem like the Everglades is, at best,
inadvisable and, at worst, ludicrous.

Routine leaks in spillage could threaten the already polluted River of Grass. Qil drilling pollution could not
only threaten the Everglades but the Biscayne Aquifer, as well, the main source of South Florida’s drinking water
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MR. J. PODGER: The documents I handed you just now that I want to draw your attention to is a letter
which essentially is asking you to open up a new avenue of inquiry for us, being the Federal representatives here.

contaminates the aquifer in a way that may create a significant hazard to public health, the EPA has the right, thanks
to a petition we filed and won in 1978 - with Magory signing it - to veto Federal assistance to any project that
would be thus dangerous

The reason for this specific attention to drinking water, not only because of our long-term interest in it,
is the fact that as looking over the environmental impact statement document we find a number of statements that
disturbs us.

y given the fact that authorization and that study is on the table now on present-day
circumstances for future consequences and a decision at this time on this kind of project in this location would be
a disaster.

Secondly, this is the first such well in the Everglades. We are talking about something that we were told
by the administration of this country - the new administration - was going to be a priority. That restoring the
Everglades was the subject matter of a high level task force.

We put it to this administration that it’s insanity to consider drilling for oil and the consequential possibility
of production wells in this very same Everglades.

This is the most endangered ecosystem in the country. It is home to the most endangered national park
in country. It is the subject of the most ambitious and perhaps the most forward-thinking restoration program in
the world. And it is, as Marjory Stoneman Douglas said in the opening line to the book, "the only Everglades in
the world.”
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To risk it with this kind of activity when there are other places on this planet and in this country to obtain
oil is a travesty. It’s a policy issue --

(Applause.)

—- that has to be taken seriously. You’re looking at a situation where the alternatives are part of the deeper
process. And you’re supposed to be looking at these alternatives as a part of this hearing. This book here that we
have before us does a wonderful job of outlunng many, but not all, consequences of three alternatives:

Could it be that conservation of energy or something besides petroleum products would be the way to go?

(Applause.)

We do not have that analysis here. And it cannot be part of a decision if it’s not in the book.

In closing, I just have to tell you that we have a lot of slogans. And one of them we give out frequently
is that the "Everglades is a test. If you pass it, you get to keep the planet.”

Well, this oil well application is a test of the resolve of the Administration of the United States
Government, of the Department of the Interior and of us citizens who have been basically tested to see if we would
come out for such an outrageous proposal.

We have. We’re here. We’re looking forward to giving you our extended comments and we hope we’ll
get an extended deadline.

And I want you to know that we probably are going to persevere - I know many of these people will say
they’re not going to go away - because we don’t want the Glades to go away.

And we thank you for your txme

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Mr. Carl Perry. Mr. Perry, if you would step forward.

MR. C. PERRY: Good evening. My name is Carl Perry. I live at 114 Manatee Avenue, Coral Gables,
Florida. And I am the South Florida Field Organizer for the Florida Public Interest Research Group or Florida
PIRG. Florida PIRG is a non-profit, nonpartisan environmental.and copsumer.group with over 60 thousand
members from Key West to Pensacola.

Over the last ten years Florida PIRG has led the campaign to protect the Florida’s coasts from the hazards
of offshore oil and gas drilling. As a result of our work opposing offshore oil drilling, I would like to testify against
the proposed on-shore oil drilling in the Everglades.

(Applause.)

MR. C. PERRY: Florida PIRG is always opposed to oil dnllmg in sensitive parts of our State’s beautiful
coastline, the Keys, the coral reefs, the Everglades coasts lined with mangroves and the estuaries and marshes of
the Panhandle. That is why we oppose oil drilling in an ecosystem as fragile as the Everglades.

Oil drilling is dirty business, plain and simple. The track record speaks for itself: Santa Barbara blowout.
Exxon Valdez. Hickstock blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. Oil companies are proven to be very bad corporate
citizens; despoiling the ecosystems they pledge to protect.

Allowing further oil industry activity in an already stressed ecosystem like the Everglades is, at best,
inadvisable and, at worst, ludicrous.

Routine leaks in spillage could threaten the already polluted River of Grass. Oil drilling pollution could not
only threaten the Everglades but the Biscayne Aquifer, as well, the main source of South Florida’s drinking water.
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: urge you not to approve the
Shell application for drilling in the Everglades.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Mr. Larry Marvett.

MR. L. MARVETT: Hello. My name is Larry Marvett. I’'m the Conservation Chair for the Broward
Sierra Club. My address: 9437 Northwest 45th Street in Sunrise. I'll be giving you the official comments for the
Broward group of Sierra Club.

A few weeks ago Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt came to Florida and announced that the Interior
Department would be working hard to restore the Everglades. Maybe Mr. Babbitt hasn’t spoken with you yet or
maybe the Everglades are not too important where you live in Mississippi and Virginia. But this environmental
impact statement is nothing but a rubber stamp for Shell.

(Applause.)

The issue here is not whether Shell can drill one small hole in Florida, but whether oil production and other
industrial activity should be allowed in the Everglades at all. Especially considering how sick the Everglades is.

We’re outraged that this important issue, industrialization of the Everglades, could be treated so casually
by a Federal agency committed to Everglades restoration.

p: sy-work; something to complete as
quickly as possible and check off as part of the permit process.

We don’t see it that way. We expect and we demand that the process take in all the issues and evaluate
serious alternatives.

You state that this well is highly speculative and not likely to be economically feasible. So Shell’s plan
does not depend on production for its justification. Yet this well is no more speculative than any wildcat well. And
I think we can depend on Shell’s business sense when it comes to spending five million dollars for a well. And
Shell’s multi-billion dollar size certainly indicates that drilling is economically feasible.

However, I’d like to think this is highly speculative. IfI can imagine a company like Shell throwing away
$5,000,000 for the fun of it, maybe I could also imagine the Interior Department taking a serious look at the
consequences of this plan on the Everglades.

In this fictional universe the environmental impact statement would be more than a rubber stamp; it would
be a document that the citizens of Florida could read and understand the true risks associated with such a project.

This EIS is fatally flawed and must be rewritten. The Broward Sierra Club urges you to take a closer look
at this problem. Please provide us a document that seriously addresses all the issues involved here.

Thank you.

(Applause.) )

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. The next speaker is - I think it’s Jolette Lorikone.

MS. J. LORION: Joette Lorion.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Lorion. Okay.

A VIDEOGRAPHER: Spell it for us please.

MS. J. LORION: Yeah. It’s J-O-E-T-T-E, L-O-R-I-O-N. 7269 Southwest 54th Avenue, Miami, Florida.
33143. :

First of all, I'm Vice President of Friends of the Everglades. And I would just like to second all of the
comments that Joe Podger made about my concerns about the water.

But I will be tonight speaking to you about really my area of expertise. I’m energy advisor for
Greenpeace’s Atmosphere and Energy Campaign

I read the EIS. (St mebna R

at I read is long on conclusions and short on support for those conclusions. It
seemed a little bit like the adhesion syndrome. Let’s all stick together and tell the same story. And that story is
that it’s okay to drain this pristine area. And that concerns me.

The other thing that concerns me is that Dames & Moore got about a half million dollars to do this report.
And I would just like to ask you if you know of any incidents where companies where the company that was hired
to do the report for the oil company has come up with the conclusion that they should not drill in that area. Does
anybody up there know that?

(Applause.)

I believe the alternatives should be looked at right now because once we’re down the line and we’ve spent
a lot of money, then we have less flexibility in doing that.

The courts have recognized under NEPA that the alternatives must be considered and that you can’t just
slosh them off by saying that, "We looked at them, but we can’t make people conserve." That’s not the point. The

_point is that there are alternatives to drilling for oil or using oil.

I believe that the environmental impact statement should be assigned to a group designated by the President
that has responsibility for analyzing overall energy questions for this nation. We now have an Administration who
- in their campaign literature at least - said they wanted to reduce energy consumption by 25 percent by, I believe,
the year 2005 or 2025. I can’t remember. So if that is, indeed, their goal, then we may not have to drill for this
oil.

s light bulb. If half of the homes in Florida installed
this light bulb, we could negate the need for one medium size or large size oil power plant. So we could displace
that need for oil. We know if he get more efficient automobiles, that if we even increase the fuel efficiency by one
mile per gallon, we can save 420,000 barrels of oil a day. And we are looking at cafe standards and setting those
kinds of standards.

We know in -- And I brought you pages of some of these reports because I want you to know they exist
because we don’t have to make this choice. There are reports in Florida, for instance, after Hurricane Andrew
there was a report done for the Department of Energy that showed that it was technically feasible to rebuild the
houses in the hurricane region and save 73 to 84 percent of the electricity. Now, the economically cost-effective

-savings would range from 39 to 48 percent. But that’s a lot. So I’m going to give you that report.

Another report, which is a draft report, shows that if we encouraged.conservation and efficiency in Florida,
by the Year 2000 we could save ten thousands megawatts of power. That displaces the need for a lot of oil.

Even air conditioning ducts in our homes have leaks, and there’s a report that was done in Florida that
showed if we repair duct leaks in three million homes in Florida, we could reduce the winter peak demand by
5,00025 megawatts and - or 13 percent of our State’s generating capacity. )

Nationally Union of Concerned Scientists did an excellent report called America’s Energy Choices. And
one thing nobody’s addressed here is that we’re drilling for this oil that’s going to be burned somewhere that’s going
to put more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that can contribute to global warming.

While the UCS report looked at that we can reduce CO-2 levels by seventy percent by the Year 2030 and

: We could decrease the nation’s petroleum consumption to one-third of current levels by the Year 2030, consumers

Wwould save five trillion dollars in fuel and electricity costs, and it would cost us 2.7 trillion. So we would have
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a net savings of 2.3 trillion dollars. So I think we need to look at the economics benefits of other energy forms
in not drilling for oil and also the environmental benefit.

Each barrel of oil consumed emits 850 pounds of carbon dioxide and- and, you know, we really have to
think about - have a holistic look at this. And, you know, the Everglades, as Joe said, and Marjory Stoneman
Douglas’s book, there are no other Everglades in the world. Why do we want to drill in the Everglades of all
places? Even if we are fixed on oil and we think we need it.

I think we don’t need it and I think nationally we don’t need it

I think that’s really a must.
And we're going to prepare written comments. So I’m just
shooting from the hiphere. But, you know, it’s long held that we can proceed with lease sales before environmental
studies are complete and that leasing is separate from development. By the National Research Council did a study
in 1989 that pointed out that the Interior Department has never refused an industry development and production plan
out of hundreds submitted. In other words, to lease is to drill and to develop.

So, you know, I think that doing this in this in an incremental fashion is really unfair to the public. And
when I was going over the EIS this morning my daughter came in. And we would have gone to the Everglades
on Saturday sloshing. We have a wonderful time in this beautiful environment. And she said, "Well, Mom, what
are you doing?" And I said, "I want to show you this.” I showed her the map. And I said, "They want to drill
for oil in the Everglades."

And she said, "That’s stupid.” Out of the mouth of the babes. And, you know, I mean, I wish I thought
that one up.

So I just, you know, I want to leave you with that Greenpeace will be submitting extensive comments.
We really need to get out of this dinosaur mentality that the only thing we can do is drill for and burn oil. There
are plenty of other things we can do. And I hope that this Administration will look at doing them.

And, finally, I would like to leave you with this bottle of snake oil. Because if you can sell drilling in the
Everglades to the public, you can sell anything.

Thank you.
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(Applause.) i

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Barbara Ziess. i

MS. B. ZIESS: Good evening. My name is:Barbara Ziess. . I reside at 4030 Northeast 17th Terrace in
Oakland Park. I'm President of Broward County Audubon Socxety and I'm here speaking on behalf of that §
organization tonight. The Broward County Audubon Society is opposed to the permitting of this well. And
although the EIS tends to minimize the impact of this well, our concerns loom large.

We are concerned about the policy that will be set here if this well is permitted. Does the United States
Government have the right to make a policy decision that could have an adverse effect on the environment and could
be a detriment to the public welfare? '

We are concerned about the precedent that will be set here if this well is permitted, i.e., the citing and
permitting of wells and water conservation in other environmentally sensitive areas.

We are focused on the permitting of a particular well, but the scope is much larger. The real issue is
whether or not an oil company can get a permit to drill in such a sensitive area. Because if they can get one here,
they can get one anywhere. . "

If the answer to this q::Jestion is no, then why permit this well at all?
We are also concerned about the waste, the water and the wildlife.

p. es’ ecosystem ctions in such 30
a delicate balance and is already mortally stressed. Can the Everglades kite, the ibis and the wood stork survive
another insult to the system?

Just how much oil is the Everglades worth? For anyone in this audience that needs coaching, the answer
is: Not one drop.

dependence on fossil fuels unless man, himself, becomes the next dinosaur.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Edwin O’Toole.

MR. O’'TOOLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And Mr. Bymes.

My name is Edwin O’Toole. I live at 4019 West Park Road in Hollywood, Florida. I own land in the
Everglades and I'm a businessman and represent myself as a citizen.

I really want to thank Dames & Moore for doing such a beautiful job. They covered every aspect that you
could. Except maybe for an observation tower for people to watch the operation going on. But I think that Dames
& Moore covered it real well.

And, you know, if we really want to get down to basic facts, this land is owned by the Indians. The
Indians want the oil. They own the oil rights. And they want to expand what they have: Their schools, their
churches, their roads.

‘ Who are we to deny them this? The State of Florida could use the money as they tax the oil companies.
They can’t tax the Indians. We need it for the infrastructure of the State of Florida.

Qil runs the world, If —

A VOICE: Not for long.

MR. O’'TOOLE: There’s not one person here that is not dependent upon oil right this moment, . Everyone
that came here came by the thanks of oil.

A VOICE: I rode my bike.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Please extend the courtesy to all the speakers.

MR. O’'TOOLE: Your bicycle, by the way, was built with oil.

(Applause.)

A VOICE: We do have choices.

MR. O’'TOOLE: I can continue on. The Indians need the money. It’s their property to do what they own

to do. The exploratory well that they’re going to drill for is going to protect the Indians, even if it’s dry. They

have the opportunity to request the oil company bring that well into as a water well for the Indian Reservation. And
that cattle out there need water. Even if it’s dry,they’ll benefit from it. Now, if they hold - if they - if they drill
and get oil, now we'll all get money in this state. Lord knows we need it. I said that I own land in the Everglades.
I own land in the Everglades National Park. And the one of the few owners that still do. I had the foresight years
ago to get my piece of the Everglades so that I can leave it for my children. And I did it.
And I"d like to see oil explored more because we need oil constantly. Oil is it.
Thank you, gentlemen.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
(Negative crowd reaction.)
© JUDGEIJ. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Mike Stump.
s (Applause.)
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MR. M. STUMP: Yeah. My name is Mike Stump. I’m a professor of geology at BCC, a local
community college. Address is 3501 Southwest Davie Road, Davie, Florida. I don’t know how to, you know,
quite follow that last speaker.

A VOICE: Speak up.

MR. STUMP: I’ve got a number of points here that, you know, kind of go along with what the other folks
were saying about the -

And I sent in a whole series of points about or concerns about movements of the oil off of the site. And
then, you know, then I got this (indicating) and none of that is addressed there. So I was just wondering where that
went.

don’t know. That’s a question that I would like you to be addressing. Also, I don’t know where it came
from as far as the 7 percent for potential - potential for this to be a productive well. You know, I - I don’t know
exactly why that was addressed. Was it to maybe show a reason for not dealing with the production of things or,
you know, show that, this is obviously going to be a dry well?

I don’t think so. I think that, you know, this well has a very good chance of coming in - at least much
more potential than 7 percent that they’re projecting here. I got some real problems with the way they generated
those numbers.

And the basic - basically it kept on coming back to, you know, the removal of the production from this
well, the impact of this well. ¥

And I think that to save Shell money, to save the Miccosukee Indian Tribe monéy, this should be dealt with
up front; not waited until this,well is.drilled and then you say, "Well, you can’t get the oil off of this site. Because

it’s going to endanger the environment.” Then the Miccosukees are going to lose out. Shell has dumped all this
money. It’s going to lose out,

Why not address this up front so that we have all the facts that deal with it? And I think the story will

speak for itself as far as that aspect of it.

’ 1 {

So, you know, there’s all sorts of implications down
t

And as far as - as long as that isn’t addressed in this, I know what I’m going to be doing personally is I'm
going to be boycotting Shell.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. .

The next speaker is Greg Hart.

MR. G. HART: Good evening. My name is Greg Hart. I work with Greenpeace, a local office here in §

Fort Lauderdale. My address 4141 North Andrews, Fort Lauderdale.

I’m not a lobbyist or a lawyer. You know, I'm not even somebody that works off of a high salary or .
anything. Most people with Greenpeace don’t. But basically what I do is I canvass. That means that I go door ;
to door and I talk to people. I talk to approximately 250 people a week. So I talk to a lot of people. I fund raise.

I ask people to write letters on pertinent environmental issues, especially this one. And I get petitions signed.

And I have approximately four hundred petition signatures here that we have received in the last
week-and-a-half, two weeks or so. We haven’t had a whole heck of a lot of time to prepare for this. I'm sure
other group shave their own petitions. They may not be ready to present them just yet.
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~ economy is in shambles

But, again, like I said, I talk to a lot of people. And even though everyone doesn’t give me money and
everyone won't take the time to write a letter. Not even everyone will take time from their dinner or from a TV
shown to sign a petition. But everyone I talked to in South Florida, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach counties is against
this proposed drill. :

The citizens of this State, of these counties that it will - that it could affect, do they have any say in this?
I mean,they have - they have told us, you know,through the petition signatures that they don’t want it.

What bearing does that have on the decision, the final decision you make?

I mean, we pay the taxes. It’s clearly demonstrated already that there is a possibility ~ I mean, you can’t
guarantee there won’t be a spill. You can’t guarantee that it won’t contaminate drinking water or the aquifer. So
there is a chance. )

So shouldn’t the concerns and the fears - which are very legitimate -- of the citizens of this state,
particularly South Florida around the Everglades region, be taken into consideration?

That’s all I have. Thank you.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Karen Koskey.

MS. K. KOSKEY: My name is Karen Koskey. That’s K-O-S-K-E-Y. Ilive at 4112 Southeast 21st Street
here in Fort Lauderdale. And I also work for Greenpeace.

I chose to wear black for this hearing because I am in mourning. Mourning for the earth, our mother,
whom we were systematically and wantonly murdering. We have denuded 90 percent of her forests, her lungs
which give us breath. We have defiled the ocean and rivers, her life blood. And we have raped the land, her
essence, which gives us drink and sustenance. We have done all of this in the name of progress and free enterprise.

But is it progress when we can no longer eat the fish from the rivers because of mercury content? Or when
we must keep our children out of the sun because of ozone depletion?

The resources of this planet are finite and we are depleting them rapidly. The time to stop depletion is now
starting with this proposed drilling.

Are we going to allow Shell to further endanger the Everglades, an already suffering fragile ecosystem for
at best a few days’ worth of fuel?

Or are we going to take a stand and say "Enough. Stop the Exploitation. Stop the careless squandering
of our children’s heritage."

Now is the time to explore alternative sources of energy like solar wind and methane.

Do we want to see the Everglades covered in black? Of course Shell sees only green when they look at
the glades. The green of money; profits for stockholders. Do they care if the green of the Everglades is covered
with the black of their greed?

Yes, the environmental impact report says the effect of drilling will be minimal. After all, Shell paid them
half - some half million dollars to do the study. If someone paid you that kind of money, would you tell them the
truth or what they want to hear?

Shell says they have a contingency plan if anything happens, like a spill. Well, Exxon told the people of
Alaska they had a contingency plan also. That one worked out real well; didn’t it? (Applause.)

Things will never be the same in Valdez. The fishermen are still suffering. Wildlife is still dying. The

~

B

e

Don’t let ¢
Thank you.
(Applause.) .
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
The next speaker is Holly Ostergaard. " .

. MS. H. OSTERGAARD: Good evening. My name is Holly Ostergaard. O-S-T-E-R-G-A-A-R-D. Ialso
work with Greenpeace. My address is 1620 Northeast 20th Avenue in Fort Lauderdale. The loss of the Everglades
Would actually have a positive effect on my future. Okay. As an environment activist, my goal is to help the public
Tecognize how what is going on around them is affecting our environment.

yes to the Everglades.
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The loss of the Everglades, with the accompanying loss of jobs, tourism and the risks endangering the lives
of already-endangered species, would certainly make the public take notice that I am working for every day.

I stopped by a Shell station on the way over here today. On Andrews Avenue. I spoke to the independent
owner of that Shell station about how he felt about Shell drilling for oil into the Everglades. His comment to me
was Shell should stay the hell out of the Everglades.

A VOICE: Yeah.

(Applause.) _

MS. H. OSTERGAARD: We’re all relatively familiar with this substance (indicating); right? Oil. Our
cars don’t go without it.

Pretty. Kind of brown. Make our cars go. It, however, does not make the world go around. Money may.
Which is why I fund raise for Greenpeace and why I work to make this planet safer and better for all of the people
who live on it regardless of gender, race or tribe.

1 cannot allow the destruction of ecosystems to be my game. I must work to prevent more damage from
being done to our environment.

Mr. Abbey, is listening to everyone’s concerns enough? If we allow this travesty to happen, which one
of you is going to stand up and say, "But I listened to everyone’s concerns and I thought it would probably be
k - ik

|66
¥ How long will it last us? And |22

are we that desp ? v
We are choosing to ignore viable energy alternatives and continuing to risk our natural surroundings to L

please industry. il
Have we reached the point of desperation when five-days® worth of oil is worth risking Florida’s economy?
If we are, how come we don’t know about it?
If all of us here together, for the five days’ worth of oil that’s there, promise to take cold showers and not

watch TV for a whole week, can we keep our Everglades? ;
A VOICE: Yeah. 4
(Applause.) : 3

MS. H. OSTERGAARD: Save our energy and save our Everglades. ; ‘

(Applause.) ... .. . , SR S

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 4

MS. H. OSTERGAARD: Just so you don’t forget what this is all about.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: I'll try not to confuse this with the water.

(Laughter.)

A VOICE: They don’t mix. They don’t mix.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Susan Eden.

MS. S. EDEN: My name is Susan Eden. My address is 8881 Southwest 49th Court, Cooper City, 33328.
I’m here tonight representing not only myself, but my husband and our four children who all are native South
Floridians.

The EIS done on this site is flawed in many ways including using outdated material. One is the EIS states
on Page 3-44 that, quote: "The Biscayne aquifer is absent from the project site,” unquote.

Three. Appendix A-6 on Page 16 speaks of the Biscayne aquifer being five to te

This is dated in February of 1992. This was done to protect the Everglades and protect South Florida.
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. s, the maps are
very detailed. It does show the Biscayne completely surrounding Broward County going up into Palm Beach, going
over into Collier, Hendry, Glades.

I don’t think this EIS study was very complete. I think it was very selectively done.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
The next speaker is Bruce Omby.

MR. B. OMBY: Thank you. My name is Bruce Omby. I reside at 717 Southwest 12th Avenue in the
City of Fort Lauderdale, 33312,

I’m here tonight in two capacities. One as a private citizen. And the second is as the Chair of the Natural
Resources Protection Advisory Committee for Broward County which on Monday night voted its unanimous support
of Broward County Commission’s resolution to oppose the proposal of the exploratory drilling well, and will put
the full resources of the County against this.

(Applause.)

Speaking as a private citizen,

already pointed out, most notable is i

think one facet that was
of what the others had to say, is i

South Florida has been buffeted by tremendous growth over the past two decades and is just now beginning
to get some semblance of a handle on these issues. And to throw something like this into it would just further throw
it into disarray. Thank you for your time this evening, gentlemen.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES:

Thank you for your testimony.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Julia Jones.

Julia Jones. Going once. Going twice.

A VOICE: Here she comes.

MS. J. JONES: Good evening. My name is Julia Sue Jones. I live 1014 West Las Olas in Fort
Lauderdale, 33312. I'm a 72-year resident of Fort Lauderdale.

I don’t claim to be an expert on oil drilling. I know nothing about it. But there’s one thing I do know and
every person in this room also knows it. This is going to be done by people, and people are not infallible. There
‘will be mistakes. There will be accidents.

(Applause.)

" MS.J. JONES: Just as sure as I'm sitting here there will be accidents. And as long as we have that
' Possibility, we have no right to take a chance on destroying the Everglades.
' Thank you.
(Applause.)
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is David Hartman. Hartsman.
David Hartsman. Could be Hauptman. No Mr. Hauptman? Hartsman?
Tell you what, we’ll come back then. Mr. Tim Murphy.
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MR. T. MURPHY: Good evening. Appreciate the opportunity to speak before you this evening. My
name is Tim Murphy. I’m Deputy Director of the South Florida Regional Planning Council. Offices located at
3440 Hollywood Boulevard in Hollywood.

Having obtained a copy of the draft statement just last week, the council staff has not had adequate
opportunity to conduct a thorough analysis of the proposal.

This proposal has every appearance to run counter to many of the efforts which the Council has stood for
over the years. Policies contained within the Regional Plan for South Florida which serve to illustrate the general
concern include the following:

Policy 81-19 which deals with coordmatmg management and land use planning efforts specxallzed
specifically at enhancing the region’s water resources.

Policy 81-22 dealing with state, regional and local -- Excuse me -- local government entities protecting the
water -- Can’t read my own writing - water supply affecting Everglades National Park, State park lands and other
environmentally significant areas.

Policy 10.2.4, which requires consideration of various plans, including Save Our Everglades, East
Everglades Resource Planning and Management Committee, implementation of several swim plans. Also, Policy
14.1.9 which excludes resource extraction activities from environmentally sensitive areas.

Staff will be conducting a detailed review of the draft environmental impact statement over the next few
- next several days.

We’ll also seek an action of the Council Board prior to submitting a more comprehensive response and will
be providing some written comments to you from the Council itself.

Appreciate the opportunity.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

Next speaker is Jim Fisher.

MR. J. FISHER: James Fisher. 1912 Trafalgar Drive, Sevem, Maryland. I’m here on Spring Break, and

I felt that this was pretty much important enough to take a night out of my time to come up here and to tell you
folks that I oppose this for the obvious reasons. We’re talking about a big environmental --

(Applause.)

We’re talking about a pretty big environmental issue here. Florida Everglades are -- I know people have
said it before -- are the only ones in the world. They’re also an important water supply here in South Florida,and
we need to keep it that way. We need to protect them.

Earlier you had said you wanted to get through this as quickly as possible and didn’t want to stay here too
long, but as you can see with the opposition we’re ready to stay all night just so show we believe in it.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: So are we.

MR. J. FISHER: We’re ready to fight. Okay?

Thanks.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Carrie Ving.

MS. C. VING: Hi. My name is Carrie Ving. And I don’t - I’m not representing anyone except for
myself as a citizen of Florida. I live at 3613 Loquat Avenue in Miami. '

And I mainly want make one point. And that’s although you have a very pretty packet that you put
together as far as the test exploration, I think the main point and the main concern is the fact that where is this going
to be leading to? We’re moving ahead on the question of - if the test site doesn’t prove to have any oil there, we’ll
Jjust want to move somewhere else in the Everglades and find more oil.. Or if obviously the test proves to be - if -
there’s oil in the Everglades, that means that there’s more grounds towards more oil wells and so forth.

Overall, my point is the fact that if we lower our standards to allow oil drilling in the Everglades or oil - 3
testing in the Everglades, that just makes it a lot easier to stoop lower the next time.

That’s it.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

(Applause.)
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JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Tom Weiss.

MR. T. WEISS: 1 feel like I’m at a Senate Confirmation Hearing.

My name is Tom Weiss. And my address is 1320 South Dixie Highway, Suite 1140, Miami. 33146. And
that’s my office.

I’m here today representing Clean Water Action, an environmental organization with over 50,000 members
in South Florida

: 26
And it’s got holes in it big enough to drive a truck through.

From reading through this document I get the impression that the authors don’t understand what EIS’s are

supposed to be for. They’re supposed to be to determine whether or not the Federal action is going to harm the
public welfare.

We are of the opinion that this Federal action, if it went through, would. And we don’t see that reflected
in this document.
The alternatives analysis in the EIS focuses on where to build a road. I know you’ve heard this earlier tonight, but
I want to repeat it.

Or how about not drilling for oil period?
(Applause.)
The report also misses a key point, we feel. And let’s be honest.
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Everglades and Florida Bay.

I have a question that I'd like to ask. If we could take thirty seconds, maybe I could get an answer.

Do you have any idea what the new water flows are going to be? What they’re going to look like in South
Florida once this water delivery system project goes through?

MR. ABBEY: I don’t.

MR. T. WEISS: Okay. Have you consulted with South Flonda Water Management District on this topic?

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Mr. Weiss, this is not the forum to --

MR. T. WEISS: Okay I’m not trying to be confrontational.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: No. I understand. But the agency is trying to get your input --

MR. T. WEISS: Okay. .

A VOICE: He can ask a question.

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: -- and actually determine whether the environmental impact statement is deficient.
Representatives from BLM will be here and they’ll be happy to talk - talk with you about 1t
MR. T. WEISS: Okay. Le th Th
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And we’re of the opinion that this environmental impact statement is not and cannot be complete until that
aIlalysns has been done. It just seems common sense and it seems to be a fatal flaw.
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And one other point is that a Interior Secretary Babbitt has called the Everglades, quote, "a test case for
the entire nation.” He says that what happens here will set the precedent for the entire country. And he has singled
out the Everglades, our Everglades, as the Clinton Administration’s number one priority for developing an
ecosystem approach to protecting the environment.
Now, with all due t to you, Mr. Abbe

We need a clear sign:
from the Clinton Administration on whether or not this project should go forward. And we think it should not.

Please let it reflect in the record that the Clean Water Action requests that this decision involve the highest
levels of the Department of the Interior.

Thank you for your time.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Diane Petitjean.

MS. PETITJEAN: My name is Diane Petitjean. I am an officer with the Environmental Coalition of
Broward County. Our address is 1061 West Oakland Park Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale, 33311.

The Coalition will be making a more complete written comment before May 18th, but this evening I would
like to make two points.

The first is the impact statement concludes that normal operations of the drilling site will not have a
significant effect on wildlife. And I e about this arguable conclusion. ¥ g |92 ,

gu 2
The EIS does make the claim that the risk of such catastrophes occurring is small. But even if this is true,
this does not relieve you of the responsibility to assess the consequences of this small risk if it becomes a reality.
And most of the deficiencies of the impact statement in this regard are omissions. However, I do have two

59

examples that are in appendix A-10 on Pages 28 and 29 that illustrate the failure of the impact statement to address
the consequences of catastrophic events. .
One statement: "Knowledge of methods to clean contaminated water fowl is limited as is actual cleaning
experience.” I don’t find this very reassuring.
Another statement: "In the case of a major spill, it may be desirable to utilize an independent marine

research company to determine the effect of a spiil on aquatic flora and fauna." o
I would suggest that we h ili independ i h before the spill oc
Needless to say,

I suggest that you recognize the facts of the situation now. .
And I wanted to illustrate what I see as the consequences of ignoring the impacts - all of the impacts of
this site. This is the site we’re talking about. If you allow this site, you have virtually automatic permitting of
other sites. I'll try not to put anything in a conservation area.
(Laughter.) : . ‘
And if you can’t see what is shaping up here, I’ll draw it for you. If I had the microphone -- I better put
it down; go over to the easel. ;
The site we’re talking about this evening is the first nail in the coffin. And this (indicating) is the shape .
of things to come if we approve this environment impact statement.
(Applause.)
JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
The next speaker is Ruth Clark.
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MS. R. CLARK: I'm Ruth H. Clark, 1120 Seminole Drive, Fort Lauderdale.

I’ve been studying water issues in Broward County for the last ten years and have been attending many of
the South Florida Water Management Lower East Coast Water Supply studies and programs. I implore this
administration not to continue a drilling policy whose cumulative impacts are bound to destroy the World Heritage
Everglades and its already depleted ecosystem.

Since this impact statement was started the Army Corps of Engineers and the South Florida Water
Management District have been trying to arrive at regulatory water levels that will protect the various estuaries and
presumably will provide enough fresh nutrient-reduced water to Everglades National Park and Florida Bay.

When and if the new regulatory run goes into effect in May, 1994, conditions in the water conservation
areas and the canals maybe very different than they have been. Structural changes may be required.

e parameters O e aquifers are not yet well enough defined to be sure that horizontal connections
or vertical connections could not be found since drainage is all to the east or southeast from the well site above and
below ground, a risk is involved. The drill site is inundated 55 days of the year. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has rated Western Broward a D-zone, which is defined as an area of undetermined but possible
flood hazards.

Water conservation area 3-A is inundated 135 days per year now.

spills were

P
caused by human error. This is much too risky for the Everglades.

It is bad enough that the South Florida Water Management’s S-140 pumping station next to the well site
has had a 15,000-gallon diesel fuel spill. It’s bad enough that to,save Alligator Alley - to save lives, Alligator Alley
had to be turned into I-75 where last week a tanker truck driver fell asleep and dumped a tanker of gasoline into
the borrow canal.

These — I have a clipping here that shows that the Everglades oil -- This goes back to 1988. But it talks
about two tanker trucks having overturned resulting in oil spills. And it talks about the pipeline at the time leaking
and causing contamination in the swamp. i
These things are not what we can tolerate. |

The world only has one Everglades.
Thank you.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
(Applause.) .
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Julie Doherty. Julie Doherty.
'+ MS.J. DOHERTY: Hello. My name is Julie Doherty. Executive Director, Environmental Coalition of
Broward County.
’ Please do not allow our Everglades ecosystem to be Shelled. This is a statement I make because looking
at th? applicant’s SWEPI study definitely tends to cause an outbreak of red flags and quite possibly even a black
flag if you should allow precedent to be set through this ill-thought-out plan.
.~ Within this economic-driven study Shell has tried to bombard this agency with its very own facts. The
' aPplfcant itself has cut and sewn the cloth of reality to suit its own purposes and needs. This agency must ask the
3pplicant and d r to many questions.
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If the force of your accord leaks, are the created problems irreversible?

Why is there such a glaring and quite noticeable failure in that the study does not analyze the cumulative .

impacts of oil drilling.

Why is the execution of some of the notions of this study based on a campaign of acceptance of assumption
rather than true fact?

Shouldn’t the particulars of an individual situation carry bearing on a case-by-case basis instead of data
discharged elsewhere?

There, of course, many other questions and concerns. But, naturally, there would be.

We already know the feeling of Shell Oil towards our valued Everglades ecosystem as I believe can quite
aptly be demonstrated even on a low level. If you turn to Appendix A-10, Page 28, letter capital E of your SWEPI
it:dy, you will note that under "water fowl" cleanup, water fowl is spelled W-A-T-E-R F-O-U-L. Shell Oil should

ow.

In closing --

(Applause.)

In closing, I and many others would like to see the application denied. But if this is not your interest,
please ask the applicant to provide you with a supplement that will specifically address those topics the applicant
has failed to address. And, also, to use the best available data instead of outdated data that tend to mislead.

Thank you very much. '

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Steven Ebanks.

MR. 8. EBANKS: Okay. I'm a Florida wildlife sportsman and many of my friends are Florida wildlife
sportsmen. In the Everglades we harvest deer, wild hog, ducks, freshwater fish, etcetera. My two old sons and
I enjoy hunting and fishing so much that I purchased a lifetime license.

plant. And experience has taught me this: Safety rules are good and precautionary measures are good to prevent
harm to the natural environment. They’re produced with good intentions.

But let me remind you of the worst-case scenarios that commonly occur. But first notice what is stated
on Page S-8, Section 43, Geology and Soils. :

Okay. "No significant impacts on the geological environments are expected.”

Now, back to the worst-case scenarios.

Human error. Look how often we hear about it through the media and how sad is the extent of damage a

that is often occurred.

Second, sabotage. Many times all it takes is a dispute between an employer and an employee and who pay j“

for the person’s angry rage? The animals and the plant life.
Third, natural disasters. As mentioned earlier by one of the speakers and then the sad excuse. szens,

you have to agree that the situation with the storm was just one that was beyond our control. Now, in opening, one

of you gentlemen read off that the desired test drilling would cause no harm to the ecology other than temporary
disturbances. The three points that I just discussed reveal the emptiness of the statement. Here’s an analogy. My

wife once asked a life insurance salesman that was attempting to sell us a plan that would build up equity what

would happen to our money if this company went bankrupt? He had to admit that we’d be on the losing end.
(Applause.)
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony, Mr. Ebanks.
1 The next speaker is Thomas D. Martin. Mr. Martin? Okay. We’ll come back to Mr. Martin. John
Oliver.
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. I work for the City of Fort Lauderdale’s Utility Department in one of its -in.its only waste water treatment -
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MR. J. OLIVER: Good evening. My name is John Oliver. I’m born and raised in Florida. I live in
North Miami Beach presently.

Now, One of you mentioned earlier that you had considerable feedback already before this hearing tonight
concerning this issue. And I'd like to know from that feedback what percentage is in favor of drilling and what

percentage is against drilling?

MR. ABBEY: I can’t give you that figure.

MR. J. OLIVER: Why can’t you give it to me? If you had so much feedback, don’t you have some kind
of statistical count?

MR. ABBEY: The majority of the people are against it.

MR. J. OLIVER: Okay. Thank you. Also, as representatives from the Federal Government I was
wondering: Were you put into your position in the former Republican Administration? Or were you put into these
positions by the Democrats?

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir, as I said, this is not an adversarial proceeding. Mr. Abbey is not here -

MR. J. OLIVER: I’m not attempting to be adversarial --

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: -- under cross-examination. He is a career civil servant. I can tell you that.

MR. J. OLIVER: Okay. The reason I ask is after having read Vice President Al Gore’s book on the
environment, I find it rather ironic that the Federal Government would do anything to encourage drilling in the
Everglades.

And I also consider it, to speak rather bluntly, a complete betrayal of the public trust to think that you
would actually seriously consider doing such a thing.

There’s been a lot of complaints about the EIS being poorly prepared, but I managed to find an item of
profound truth in the report. And that’s on Table 4-2. Do you have the table before you?

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES:

(Shakes head, indicating negative response.)

MR. J. OLIVER: And the summary.

MR. ABBEY: I know the one you’re talking about.

MR. J. OLIVER: Basically along the top you have exploratory drilling and then along the left column is
water resources. Basically showing the impact that exploratory drilling would have on water resources. And
basically it says that accidental contaminant release could affect water quality. Now, I'd like to you elaborate, if

'you could, to what extent would-it-be contaminated? -

MR. ABBEY: I’ll be happy to answer your questions after the hearing is over with.

MR. J. OLIVER: Why don’t you do it now?

MR. ABBEY: Because I'm not. .

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir, as I said, the purpose of hearing on the record is to get the views of the
people here today.

MR. J. OLIVER: This is part of my view.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: That’s fine.

MR. J. OLIVER: Is to ask the question to try to find out the information.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: You’re more than welcome to stay here. You’re more than welcome to state
your views,

MR. J. OLIVER: Listen, I have aright to ask a question and expect an intelligent answer.
ridiculous.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir -

A VOICE: 1t is ridiculous.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: -- the people from BLM will be here after the hearing.

MR. J. OLIVER: Well, why don’t they just answer it now?

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: They had an open house today. They had an open house today. Which I told

This is

you before. Now we are trying to get -

A VOICE: Well, we were working today.

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: If you don’t wish to express your views, there are a lot of other people here that
do. . And Id like to get through to give everyone the opportunity --

MR. J. OLIVER: All right. I will do that.




JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: -- to do that.

MR. J. OLIVER: All right. I will express my views. First of all, I won’t be using Shell gasoline any
more.

(Applause.)

Secondly, I’d like to go ahead and appoint a committee from the Federal Government to examine the
situation more closely. And, well, basically it will be a combination of the Federal Government and the people in
this room. And as the chairman of the committee I'd like to name our Vice President Al Gore. And as members
of the committee we will all get in touch with Mr. Al Gore either through letters or through the telephone, speak
to his representatives, and get the point across to him that we’re very disappointed that an administration in which
he’s the Vice President would seriously consider drilling in the Everglades. Especially after having his read his
book, you know, which is so strongly supportive of the environmental movement.

Basically, it seems that the Federal Government still hasn’t learned how Floridians feel about oil drilling.
You should have learned a long time ago from the offshore oil drilling resistance.

I can guarantee you that if Floridians will become very enraged about this particular issue and we will not
allow to you drill in the Everglades.

Thank you.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Paul Barnes.

A VOICE: Who?

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Mr. Bamnes. Paul Barnes.

No Mr. Barnes. We’ll come back to him.

The next speaker is Lori -- Is it Sheene?

MS. L. SHIVER: (Standing) It’s Laurie Shiver. I’m a resident of the Fort Lauderdale. I was born in
Florida. I came here to talk logically.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Excuse me. Could you spell ~

MS. L. SHIVER: I don’t care to sit at your table. I'm Laurie, L-A-U-R-I-E, S-H-I-V-E-R. You have
it from last year. Address is the same.

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you.

MS. L. SHIVER: I did have something to say, a logical conclusion to reach, which we discussed last year,
like a lot of these good people did. But, you know, this is:just another. bogus hearing. The only reason all these
good people showed up is so the press doesn’t report that none of us care, that no one showed.

Now, obviously, you’re going to go ahead with your plan like you said in here. We gave you a year to
reach the logical conclusions. You did not.

Al that means anything in this report is potential risk. Like the potential risk that was in Alaska, that was
off the coast of the Spain, that was in the Mississippi River last week.

Now all you understand is money. All that Shell understands is money. So you report back to Shell Oil
that from now on these good people, all their friends, will be showing up at Shell oil stations in Florida with signs
that say that panthers and oil don’t mix, and that the Florida Everglades is not to be treated like this.

How do you think their customers are going to feel when we tell them that Shell is destroying the
Everglades? That’s where it counts for Shell. That’s what we’re going to do. You can count on it.

(Applause.) .

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Rosalyn Sherry.

MS. R. SHERF: My name is Rosalyn Sherf. I live at 1060 Tyler Street, Hollywood, Florida. I'm here
as a private citizen. I do belong to several groups. I'd also like to think I’m here speaking on behalf of the animals

that can’t speak.

And I’'m also here, I guess, representing over 500 people who signed an Earth First Boycott Shell petition

that well submit to you. Many of these people wrote their comments which are very important.

In regards to your EIS statement there are several things I question. One is you seldom mention - the.)’
seldom mention in the EIS the Everglades ecosystem. They call it the "project site” or the "study area.” This 15
a World Biosphere Reserve. It is probably not the only one in this world, but the only one in the universe.
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The oil that we have gotten in the past from Florida through 48 years of oil drilling could be produced by
OPEC within four-and-a-half days. So the amount of oil in the past that’s been gotten out of Florida has been very
minimal. There is also problems since 1972 in which a 163 gallons of crude oil have been spilled in Florida and
a 120,000 gallons of plant-killing brine.

More than 81 spills have occurred in South Florida. In 1989 in Collier City there was a 21,000 gallon oil
leak soaking sandy soil four-feet deep. There is no reason to believe that this would not happen again had it - had
Shell be drilling in the Everglades.
at the hearing we brought up - one of the things we brought up was: 3

g we get another they’ll be problems with oil in the
Everglades.

There have also been 33 leaks along two miles of a 20-year old pipeline that goes through the Big Cypress
National Reserve. Most of this has been in a foot or more of water. You not only have the oil, but you have the
brine, the drilling fluids, the hydrogen sulfide gas, which is also used when drilling for oil.

One gallon of petroleum could taint one million gallons of drinking water. And, as you see, oil and water
do not mix.

In regards to the wildlife there is really no good clean-up plan when you look at the EIS statement. They
stated that they have accompany in Atlanta that they will notify should a spill occur, and that they are depending
on Federal and State agencies to clean up. That people from the Clean Gulf Association from Louisiana will come
and help clean up our wildlife.

They have not talked to the people down here that have been in charge of cleaning up wildlife. I know
one center who has been certified and trained said they could not handle an oil spill in the Everglades with the
magnitude of wildlife that would be endangered.

The other thing we’ve learned through the Gulf War is many of the birds see this shiny sheen thinking it’s
water and they land on it. And then they’re stuck in oil. And then thousands of birds die.

We have lost 95 percent of our wading bird population in Florida. We could lose the last five percent in
a bad oil spill.

The EIS also talks about doing a pre-damage survey, but they didn’t say which -whether citizens, the
government or Shell was going to pay for these surveys. .

The other important thing that they have not noted and someone is here who is going to speak on this who
is much more expertise than I am, but this is a map of 5
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told by government off s that we spent 73 million dollars on preserving the panther.
I cannot believe that will we would now waste all of that money by endangering the panther even further with the
oil drilling, with the people, with the roads and with the machinery. -

In your - in the EIS statement on Page 4-55 it says, quote, "The increase inactivity may discourage use
of the area by young males, but this area is not routinely utilized by panthers.”

That is a mistake. It is utilized by panthers.

The other thing, we shouldn’t even have this meeting. There should be no - no question that we should
not be drilling in the Everglades.

(Applause.) ,

Because it is our one and only Everglades.

And last, but not least, I, too, was in the room when Secretary Babbitt made the promise and made all the
Comments about the Everglades. I heard him with my own ears say what he said. And I urge everyone to call him
at his office, area code 202, 208-7351.

Thank you.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.




MS. R. SHERF: Signatures.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Brian Sherf.

MR. B. SHERF: My name is Brian Sherf. And I'm at the same address as my wife, of course. Every
time I come to one of these hearings and the citizens are called on to rescue the environment from some hair brain
scheme, I think back to the statement that Ansel Adams made. He was the great landscape photographer who took
many beautiful photographs of Yosemite. And he said, "It’s horrifying that we have to fight our own government
in order to save the environment." The draft -

(Applause.) _

The draft EIS misses the whole point. To rephrase the Clinton campaign slogan, "It’s the ecosystem,
stupid.” Or more precisely, "The Everglades, stupid.”
The i here i hnol but the i i
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woven tapestry. Each negative impact suffered by the impact over the years can be symbolized by the removal of
a thread or threads depending on the scale of the impact or action.

Each agency has in the past claimed that its proposed action will only remove one thread and will not have
noticeable effects upon the tapestry. But it is the combined effect of all these individual actions that results in the
insidious loss of so many threads that over time the tapestry, like the Everglades, becomes thread bare.

Ecosystems such as the Everglades are not destroyed in one great cataclysm; they are destroyed
incrementally, one piece at a time, slowly over decades or centuries. Changes to the ecosystem often come so
slowly that only the most careful observer would notice them until it was too late. A good example of this is the
recent ecological collapse of Florida Bay.

In order to restore the Everglades we have to get to the root of the problem, which is faulty, piecemeal,
decision-making process used by government agencies. According to Lance Olson (phonetic) agencies that divides
the decision-making process that chips away the ecosystems little by little. This faulty process sets up ecosystems
for further incremental destruction. Agencies argue that their single proposed action by itself cannot significantly
jeopardize an entire ecosystem.

The BLM and related agencies typically ignore the rest of AN ecosystem and the detrimental cumulative
effects that have occurred over the.decades.. This systematic process allows agencies to get their pet projects

rubber-stamped while circumventing the responsibilities to maintain ecosystem health and integrity. Agencies treat
each such action as if it was the only development in a pristi i t

: The EIS includes analysis of a direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of proposed
action and alternatives,

Page 4-60 describes the area of the proposed action, and I quote, "the Everglades ecosystem,"” unquote. -§

Therefore, the affected environment is the Everglades ecosystem. But, incredibly, Section 3.0: The
affected environment does not adequately describe how the Everglades ecosystem functions nor the cumulative
impacts such as drainage, urbanization, agricultural development and other aspects including the ever-expanding
highway network like I-75 that have caused the Everglades® incremental destruction. Consequently, throughout the 3
document description and analysis is limited largely to this one five-acre site. By utilizing the strategy of defining . §
an area as narrowly as possible, agencies gr i igni i i
The document states on Page 4-60,

PPy . p . Y, t each target 8
area. There is, number one, exploration impacts, laying seismic lines, destruction of vegetation by survey vehicles, 3
human encroachment, etcetera. Even if no well is even drilled. ’
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o _Number two, there’s development impacts. Fill material, alteration of surface water flow, laying pipelines,
elimination of more vegetation, construction of tank batteries, separation equipment, access roads, continuous noise
and human presence. .

Nu}nber three, production impacts. Maintenance and human activity. Throughout the whole life spell of
the well which could last 20 to 30 years. We’ll have more disturbance of wildlife and the possibility of spills.
‘ And, lastly, number four, as recovery impacts more people and equipment are brought to the site to remove
production equipment.

. Exploration roads then often remain as ORV trails resulting in continued human encroachment and
environmental dat.nage of the ecosystem. The cumulative impacts are likely to be si gnificant when hundreds of other
past,present and likely future wells are factored in and have been drilled in the Everglades ecosystem since the early
1940s. -

If D.ames & Moore had done their job and had a map of the cumulative impacts that showed the sites of
each pro.ductlon well and each dry well and where the seismic lines have been laid and where the exploration roads
were, this map would like a piece of swiss ch interlaced with spaghetti

i PO mcreases the risk of a spill. Over the last 20 years
over 81 spillshave been recorded. 163,000 gallons of oil and 120,000 gallons of brine. And then we really have
a time bomb ticking out here:Conservation Area 3. We have this 20-year old Sunniland pipeline which runs across
this area. Thirty-three leaks were found. Most likely the proposed action would utilize this pipeline at one time
or another if oil was found. The draft paints a misleading pi ili i

And, again, for , g » 1f you didn’t get that phone number for
the Secretary of Interior, Bruce Babbitt, it’s area code 202,phone number 208-7351. And tell him you don’t want
oil drilling in the Everglades.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Kat Dees, who may or may not be related to Katherine Dees.

A VOICE: She’s coming.

MS. K. DEES: Not used to props. My name is Katherine Dees. I'm the Executive Director of Save the
Florida Panther. And I’m here today to ask that this permit be denied.

Primarily because we, at Save the Florida Panther, are very much concerned about the few remaining
panthers. This Habitat Protection Plan map shows ten years® worth of telemetry of Florida panthers. They range
from way up here around the Myakka/Peace River down here to the model (phonetic) land basins which very close
to southeast of Homestead.

These cats go all over. They always have and hopefully we’ll let them continue. It’s an abomination to
see th‘ese two together. It will impact the panther. There’s no doubt about that. I don’t know what’s wrong with
the Fish and Wildlife Service on this one. | '

In here the Habitat Protection plan - Has anybody seen this by the way? And have you reviewed it?

MR. ABBEY: (Nods head, indicating affirmative response. )

MS. K. DEES: Did you consult with these people?

Alth hOkay. On Page 84 of the Habitat. Protection Plan it discusses the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.
o sug“lg tuot specifically managed for the flonda pafxther and other endangered species, the Miccosukee Reservation
Wildl'erc to ?ll Fede.ral Endangered Species regulations. This mostly undeveloped tract provides habitat for many
1t species, which completely goes against what I found inhere (indicating). Okay?

We’re looking at 72 million dollars worth of work that’s been put into the saving the Florida panther. We
te Ieports, we have private reports, we have Federal reports. And they go on and on and on. And what
trying to do is bring back the Florida panther; not to continue to harass it and take it and harm it.

Watt, Does anybody remember this man (indicating photo)? This is a ten-year old Newsweek. This is James

have St
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A VOICE: Jimmy.

MS. K. DEES: Does this remind you of anything? Ten years ago this man lost his marbles, and I think
we got same situation happening here,

Now, I’'m not trying to be antagonistic. I care about these cats. I’m not here for my health. Everyday
I see chipping and chipping and chipping away at the habitat of these cats.

Drilling is - is incomprehensible in the Everglades. And it’s not just the Florida panther. The panther is
essentially the symbol for the organization. And it’s the symbol for the situation that we find ourselves in the
Everglades. o

And I'd really like to see this permit denied because what I see happening is if it is, indeed, allowed to go
forth, it’s just going to open the way, pave the way for continued drilling in this area. Continued decimation of
already contaminated and stressed habitats.

It’s extremely important that you deny this. And I would like to ask the Miccosukees to please think about
the fact that this cat is one of the clan animals of your tribe. And if Shell is offering you that much money, every
single person in this room will be happy to come up with a way to reimburse you for that so that you don’t drill

in that land. L

Thanks.
{Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 1

The next speaker is Chris Lagros. Larosa.

MS. C. LAROSA: Can I ask a question first?
Are you guys BLM or are you Shell and Bureau of Land Management?
JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: I'm with the Office of Hearings and Appeals for the Department of the Interior.
MS. K. DEES: You’re with the BLM?
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: No.
MR. ABBEY: I’'m Bureau of Land Management.
MR. C. LAROSA: You’re BLM.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: And Bureau of Indian Affairs.
MR. C. LAROSA: BIA, BLM. No Shell.
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: No.
MR. C. LAROSA: Okay. Who commissioned this?
s~ = -JUDGEJ.'L. BYRNES: It - As I understand, it was commissioned by the Bureau of Land Management. g
MR. C. LAROSA: Bureau of Land Management commissioned it. Okay. The big problem I have here |

is, see, oil and gas exploration in this country is based on risk versus reward. Okay. I see a whole book full of
risk.

Do the Indians stand to gain?

Does South Florida stand to gain?

Does it mean that we’re going to have better schools here?

I mean, the risks are phenomenal. I mean you look at your own words here. In Appendix A-9, wildlife
report, all right, Page 5, they address the American alligator. I’'m going to read verbatim:

Large increases in population levels of alligators have resulted in downgrading its protected status. Former
Federal listing has been maintained as threatened only because the alligatorresembles the American crocodile, an
endangered species. Crocodile distribution is almost entirely coastal in extreme Southern Florida (McDermott,
1978), so the probability of confusing an alligator for a crocodile in the vicinity of Page 116 this project is
negligible. :

What does it say about the American alligator? That we’re not going to confuse it with crocodile doesn’
have anything to do with what’s going to happen. i

The other thing that’s real interesting is in your hydrology report, Appendix A-6.

Give me a second here. I'll find it. Okay. N

Okay. Page 42. 70-100 feet below land surface, (Fish, 1980) at Section EE: Indicates the gray limestone |
aquifer along the west side of Broward County extends more than 130 feet below sea level, Figure 11. As indicated
previously, this aquifer represents the only major source of fresh groundwater in the area of the Miccosukee
Reservation.
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They’re the only people that stand to lose substantially. They’re the only people that are tied to anything
that’s irretrievably bound to this well. If this well fails, if you have a contamination, they’re the people who have
no fresh water.

What’s there remuneration? Where’s the risk reward? They’re putting at risk their water. What are they
making? I don’t see anything hereabout -- Where is the nearest well that has anywhere from - from - from ground

zero to 1500 feet below sea level, where is the nearest well that’s producing commercial quantities of hydrocarbons?
Does any of you know? '

MR. ABBEY: The nearest well?

MR. C. LAROSA: Nearest well com -producing commercial quantities of hydrocarbons high?

MR. ABBEY: Would be in Raccoon Point. Big Cypress.

MR. C. LAROSA: Where is that?

MR. ABBEY: Big Cypress.

MR. C. LAROSA: Big Cypress. How far is it? Mile? Half mile? A thousand feet?

MR. ABBEY: Over ten miles.

MR. C. LAROSA: This is rank wildcat then. Right? So you got a rank wildcat and you’re putting at risk

the aquifer of an entire population for a rank wildcat? What - what- what - what are recoverable resources? What
have they recovered from Raccoon Point?

MR. ABBEY: I don’t have those quantities.
MR. C. LAROSA: You don’t know what they recovered?
MR. ABBEY: Yeah.

MR. C. LAROSA: So what are we talking about potentially here? We got an unquantifiable return for
a quantifiable risk.

I mean, is that the way we do business in America? Maybe that’s why the Japanese are kicking our ass.

(Applause.)

JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Madeline Blair.

MS. M. BLAIR: I’'m Madeline Blair from the Florida Turtle Society. I founded it and I’'m President.

I agree with everybody that’s against the well being put in for the reasons they state. But also one person
mentioned that it’s going to be shipped out of here, I guess out of Port Everglades eventually. Our reefs are in bad
shape now. This is from a Navy seal man who has been down there and seen it. And I'm not talking about
Pennekamp. Off of Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood there are sections of the reef that are dying now. The sewer
-the city sewerage goes out the big thing, you know, that got ruptured awhile back. It should becoming out of there
clear. You shouldn’t be able to see any difference. He has been out there and seen matter coming out of the pipe.

All the old hotels, they have pipes going out to the ocean and they dump.

So we got that killing the reefs in sections. Now all we need to do is have a ship go out there and have
an‘accident. Also, like people say, you’re going to have a lot of animals killed when you have men and equipment
80_mg]ba;:l; and forth day and night. And they’ll probably be working at night. You’re going to have a lot of
animals killed.

The animals are going to be scared away, a lot of them that the panthers live on, and that’s going to be

2 big problem. I don’t know why we can’t - I thought we were supposed to push for having propane vehicles in
:the future. I thought we were going to be passing a law soon where we could convert our vehicles to propane and

would be very, you know, extremely clean. You go by these dumps at night and got pipes coming out and you can

-8ee the methane being burned.

Why can’t we go, like they say, FP&L isn’t, you know, until they can get their little hooks into it for

vImoney you’re not going to see any kind of solar energy being used. It’s just a shame. And you damage the water

you're damag

da ing your - your lower life, your frogs and your turtles. And there’s so much that lives out there. You

mage all these animals. And it’s a chain reaction. And you’re just going to be killing a lot of animals eventually.
And that’s about all I have to say. That I’'m against it and I represent a lot of people. And why can’t we

v de"elop -1 ask you -- We've allowed strip mining and then we had to have a big battle to make them fill in the
- *4rea and turn it back to a somewhat normal landscape.

We have problems in little Everglades with flooding. Then they say we got to kill the deer and kill the
1S because they’re going to die anyway.
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You want to put wells in there and everything, but you don’t talk about anything they’re going to do to help
the environment.

Why aren’t they building some kind of big storage area out there where they can store this water instead
of flushing it out into the ocean when we get too much out there because in the rainy season, like if we have --
Every three years or so we have 16 inches of rain, and then we’re pumping it out into the ocean. We need to stop
that. And they say, "Oh, we can’t do that."

Well, you know, why don’t you put your money into developing a situation where you can save it and store
it and back-bump it instead of only pumping it one way.

So that’s about all I have say. That I’m against it, and a lot of people I know are.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. |

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Karen Power. Karen Power.

MS. K. POWER: I didn’t know I was supposed to speak.

Well, I'm Karen Power and I'm a tortoise. And I live in Davie. And I had to move out into the
Everglades because a lot of the people moved to where I live. So I had to move out there, which is fine, because
I like to have people around me. But if they start digging for oil, I'm going to die because I’m too small and little
to run away as fast as maybe the deer. So I really wish you would reconsider or Shell would consider that we don’t
need oil.

That’s all.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. The next speaker is Bernard Yokel.

MR. B. YOKEL: Mr. Abbey and members of the panel, my name is Bernard Yokel. I'm President of
the Florida Audubon Society and I'm here representing the Society.

I thank you for this opportunity. The Audubon Society is the oldest and the largest environmental
organization in Florida with forty thousand members in 46 chapters distributed throughout Florida.

I don’t envy you your task tonight. This is a difficult job. But it’s -- I suppose it’s something that has to
be done. But I must say I share the frustration and the sense of outrage that I think you heard in this audience
tonight.

I don’t really believe we need to be here. I think the answer to this question is - is rather obvious and to
belabor it is in some - to some extent a waste of time. T LT }

Florida Audubon joins its chapter Broward Audubon Society in opposing this project. And you heard from
Barbara Ziess earlier with those - with that position.

Over 20 years of exploration in South Florida has produced over 200 exploratory wells, but this one is (:"1,

different. For the first time in modern history there will be oil exploration under the water conservation areas. This
constitutes an intrusion. Should this well produce economic deposits of hydrocarbons, there’s going to be increasing
commercial pressure for production pads within water Conservation 3-A and perhaps other water conservation areas
depending on the quality and the volume of the find.

The Everglades system from Orlando to Florida Bay has been drained, ditched, diked, flooded, polluted,
fragmented, mismanaged and generally exploited for the convenience and profit of others often with little thought

to the consequences locally or downstream.

This destruction has been aided and abetted, unfortunately, by Federal, State and local government
agencies. The permits have been granted and the destruction goes forwards.

The Federal Government is reviewing here tonight another permit to intrude on the Everglades system
involving some of the most sensitive habitats remaining south of Lake Okeechobee.

If the Federal Government is sincere about protecting the Everglades -- And I would like to think that the
Clinton Administration has made some commitments in that direction -- then let the protection start here.

Florida Audubon has discussed the concept of this well, the idea of slant drilling with Shell representatives
in the past. And we have said, Well, if - if there is no intention to put pads actually in the water conservation area,

where the South Florida Water Management District has in the past rejected those applications, if there is no.
intention, then commit to that up-front. Indicate that there will be no permits issued to actually drill in the water,

conservation areas.
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1 would

Shell Oil has refused to make those commitments. And I think that - that i
. : ) . - suggests that th t
consideration of that opportunity should the exploratory efforts prove fruitful. % e i least
You.x’ve hearq alot al?out the cumulative impacts and the deficiencies in that section. I would underscore
that. We will - we will submit some written comments and be more specific, but there is - |

We join Broward Audubon in strongly opposing the issuance of this permit.
Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony,

Next speaker is Jackie Malloy. Jackie Malloy.

Okay. Brian Anderson. Brian Anderson. No Brian Anderson.

That will be a switch.

Mike Scott. Mike Scott.

Mark Shore,

: MR. M. SHORE: Good evening. I'm Mark Shore.
Lauderdale and I live at 500 Northeast 17th way.

. It doe:sn’.t take a rocket scientist to read and understand data which has been accumulated over the years
showing the significant deterioration to the Everglades, expanding nutrient fronts from agricultural runoffs have
caused msygen.-degleting and suffocating algae blooms. Backwater fish are showing signs of mercury poisoning and
othfer toxic poisoning. Entire species of birds have been decimated. In fact, there was an figure brought up here
tonight. As alarming as it sounded tonight, it’s sounded just as alarming every time I’ve heard it or read it. 95
percent - 95 percent of the Everglades wading birds have disappeared since the turn of the century.

I’ve canoed and camped in the Everglades for the last 25 years. I can tell you that I have experienced
ﬁm&md the unsubtle and the progressive diminution in the water quality and the depletion of the animals species
in the Everglades.

-The Everglades is in critical health. Some would say it’s dying,.
Drilling for oil in the Everglades is akin to kicking one who is already down and mortally wounded.
Shame on you to the Miccosukee Indian leadership for attempting to put blood money from our mother

earth ahead of what should be i . . 4 w ower.
Everglades. he uncompromised protection and preservation of our unique and precious

Thank you.
(Applause.)
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
;I'h; nle)xt I‘s,lp}ecaicler ;s David - is iE Michayluk? M-I-C-H-A-Y-L-U-K.
what yourre talk.ing o 3 I.'I,'Il:g cinc’ifx;ete l;x:::lv: ;::gs .you have this thing set up. For one thing people can’t see
- What really matters here are the people out here. Unfortunately most of them have left because a lot of

I’'m here on behalf of myself. I live in Ft.

| the people have tended to be a little long-winded and people tend to lose sight of the reason why we’re here.

We don’t want this in Florida. It’s bad. Just plai ’ itti
. . . plain bad. And I don’t know why you people are sittin
here. You look l}ke you should take Vivarin or something to get interested in what we have to saylixere. ¢
been gottom line is the bottom line. Nobody wants this here. It is not good for the environment. It has never
8OOI for th§ en\t/lxlronment anywhere they’ve ever done any type of drilling or activity of this sort.
mean, just the f: ’ i ivi
a0y of this wep) ijty. e fact that you’re here, I feel you ought to be ashamed of yourselves that you’re even giving

What are you going to t i i i i i
Panther? Whans ay mmg"at eeg? o tell your children when you get older, if your children say, Daddy, whgt s a Florida

Wouldn’t you like your kids to see that? I know eve i ir chi
v ? rybody out here, they’d like their child .
like my unborn children to see that. ¢ ¢ ? ther children fo s that
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JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Mark Schram. S-C-H-R-A-M.

MR. M. SCHRAM: I reside at 4940 Southwest 12th Street in Margate. And I have to say let me
apologize my for my less-than-corporate attire. I wasn’t really aware this was going to be open public forum.

To begin with, I don’t think that you will find anybody - you won’t find anyone who is more committed
or supportive of the rights of any Native American to manage their own interests. That the BIA is still under the
historically useless eye of the Department of the Interior is a continuing travesty. History will bear that as true.

1 was born in the State of Louisiana. I grew up with an oil well in my backyard. And I've see the impact
both economically and ecologically to my former home and to the Mississippi delta in general. The drilling in the
Gulf of Mexico and throughout the entire south end of the state while deemed environmentally safe when it was first
begun has turned into nothing more than a murder for the estuaries and Echafaline (phonetic) basin in general.

While not entirely all of this is due to drilling exclusively, the added trafficking management and
exploration that is associated with this business is part of the slow death. :

The bottom line: You cannot pay me to eat an oyster that has been raised in the delta. If this well is
permitted, it will be dangerous premonition of Louisiana in the 1930s.

Please do not endanger the Biscayne Aquifer. Do not endanger the Everglades. Do not endanger my
current home. Partially in closing, please refer to your own handbook currently received here, Draft, Page 460,

acts. Cumulative meaning some sort of a summary. Third paragraph

a botto

y here would have a different opinion of this lease being granted.

If anyone is so concerned about the financial stability of the Miccosukee Nation, they should support their
constitutional rights they’re gambling and remind them their future is tied to the land. The sale of the land was
foreign to native Americans prior to the arrival of the Europeans. It should remain so.

In the pacts, treaties and agreements forced upon native Americans and consequently broken by United
States Government -- Who, by the way, technically is still at war with the Miccosukees and Seminoles — a phrase
that was always placed on the bottom these pacts and agreements reads as follows: So long as the water shall flow
and the grass shall grow. If this well is granted, no one can guarantee that the waters will flow and that the grass
will grow.

(App]ause,) i feaae ait

Thank you for your attention. ~ R

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Cara Campbell. .

MS. C. CAMPBELL: My name is Cara Campbell and I live at 213 Southeast 10th Street in Fort
Lauderdale.

I'm here to speak for myself and for more than 3500 members of the Animal Rights Foundation of Florida,
and for those who have no voice here. I noticed, too, that the wildlife section of the impact summary no test here
will be a, quote, "minor disturbance from humans and their noise."”

Calling humans a "minor disturbance" to any environment may be the understatement of the eighties. And,
please, we shouldn’t be patronized that way. ’

On behalf of the members of the ARF as well as on behalf of members of non-human animals whose
homes, food sources and lives are threatened by this proposal and who cannot speak for themselves, I hope you will
not allow this drilling for it further endangers the Everglades and its inhabitants.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Phyllis Briglio.

MS. P. BRIGLIO: My name is Phyllis Briglio. I live at 507 North Rainbow Drive in Hollywood.

Some of the other people who have been up here speaking before me have very eloquently stated their.

position on saving the animals, saving the birds, all of the wildlife of the Everglades.

PH 30

13}

enviro

I wish to emphasize very strongly here that even though Shell may do away with the panther, do away with
the alligators and the egrets and the herons and everything else in the Everglades, perhaps the argument can be that
we can live without all of these little niceties in our lives. Fine.

But we certainly need water, clean water, in order to survive ourselves.

Now, Mr. O’Toole earlier was the only speaker who was for the drilling. His argument was that we were
taking away the right of the Miccosukee to do what he wishes with his land. That may be all well and good. But
their right to contaminate our ecosystem, to mess up our aquifer, directly affects everyone here and everyone in
South Florida. Their drinking water could become contaminated and what affects one area of the Everglades will
automatically have an impact on the rest of us.

Now, Mr. O’Toole did admit that he owns a little piece of land in the Everglades, and that he was
concerned about the legacy to his children. I would like to address Mr. O’Toole, if he is still here, and state that
he should be more concerned with the legacy of their good health and good drinking water and what kind of legacy
he’s leaving to his children by being more concerned with lining his pockets than in anything else.

About in 1980 I used to work for Channel 10 News, and I put together a series on our water. Our drinking
water. It came as a shock to me to find out that when I tried to get information from officials, I very often had
to threaten them with the Freedom of Information Act. And I subsequently found out that we’re all ingesting
trihalomethanes, which is a carcinogen, and we have all kinds of pollutants, heavy metals, etcetera, and so many
of our wells are already contaminated. How far is this going to go? ‘

I’m all for the boycott of Shell. I'm all for any efforts anyone can make that would stop Shell from
proceeding with this drilling.

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. Have a small technical break here. The next
speaker is Bill Raymond. Mr. Raymond.

The next speaker is Craig Offner. Mr. Offner.

The next speaker is Tim Day.

MR. T. DAY: My name is Tim Day and I live in Ft. Lauderdale at 1301 Bayview Drive.

And it seems to me that one of the things that the government should decide is in entering into a partnership
with Shell -- Which is, I think, what they’re doing - they’re entrusting very pristine land, some of the most
beautiful land in the United States or possibly the world, you’re entrusting that to Shell. And the question I think
you have to ask is: Is Shell a company that the people and the government can trust? :

And I think the answer is no. Absolutely not.

Not three months ago Shell Oil pled guilty in Federal Court to conspiring with major oil companies to
escalate the price of oil and gas during 1973 gas crisis. They pled guilty to that and suffered severe penalties.

And T think that what that is indicative of is a company that we cannot trust. Who at a time when our
00_untry was vulnerable, when citizens were lining up for miles to try to get a pint full of gas, Shell was conspiring
with Exxon and other major oil companies to jack up the price. Of money. And that’s really to me what this is

all about: An attempt by Shell in another fashion to grab an attempt and to try to monetarily benefit.

Now, they’ve indicated that the chances of a major oil spill are very, very small. Those were the same
arguments that Exxon made when they told the Congress and subcommittees and other committees that there was

.10 chance of an oil spill in the Prince Edward Sound. When they argued against the double hull for their tankers,

they made the exact same argument. That the chances of any kind of major spill were next to nil; that they- that
they - that there was not an opportunity or there would not be a chance of any kind of major oil spill. And we

." know what happened there.

I think that you have to ask yourself if you can trust a particular company. If you look -- And I hope that

 the Bureau of Land Management and the Federal Government has looked at what Shell has done in South America.

Now, as T understand, the laws in South America are not nearly as strict as they are here. But what they

1:‘1'1@ (}one in South America is absolutely, totally destroyed the rain forest and other water and ecosystems in South
¢ fAmerica. They have been absolutely ruthless in that regard. And they’ve done so because they know they can get

away with it.

That shows the mind set. It shows that you have people, a corporation, that doesn’t care about the
nment. They don’t care about people. They don’t care about water. They don’t care about wildlife.
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They care about money. That’s what they care about. And I think that the government needs to be aware
of who they are thinking about joining in partnership with.

You wouldn’t - any individual, if they were going to redo the interior of their house, they wouldn’t hire
a burglar to do that.

Well, I think likewise you would not want to entrust the very, very sacred land in the Everglades to a
criminal, a convicted felon, like Shell.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker is Lindy McCallum.

MS. L. McCALLUM: Hi. My name is Lindy McCallum. I live at 4551 Southwest 46th Street in
Hollywood, Florida. And I’'m a seventh generation Floridian. And that is one of the reasons why I find this entire
issue so particularly galling because as a Floridian I have seen incredible changes happen to the environment here.

d this evening you had told several people that this is not supposed to be a confrontational event. But
I wonder if you understand how frustrated we feel because it seems to us, especially now that we’ve read this
(indicating), that you people are not interested in doing a real environmental impact statement.

You are only interested in giving out something that could be used as a handbook on oil drilling. And,
personally, it just — It just completely removes any confidence I have at all in my government. And it makes me
wonder where this country is headed.

And I won’t be buying Shell products. I haven’t bought Shell products since this time last year. And I
don’t know if you all will recall, but 2 man named Brian Hunt turned his back on you and spoke to the people.
And I can certainly understand why.

(Applause).

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

Next speaker is Roderick Terrell.

MR. R. TERRELL: Good evening. Thank you for a chance to address this panel.

I have a number of things which have probably already been stated, but I'll try to eliminate the ones that
maybe are not too duplicitous.

Our Everglades have recently been declared a World Heritage site, International Bioreserve and a wetlands
of international importance.

They have been diked, drained, averted, dammed and now they are dying. It is from the number of
cumulative effects. And this is just going to be one more cumulative effect.

If oil is found in this site, in this exploratory well, it will just be in a number of cumulative effects.

This draft is one of the biggest whitewashes I’ve ever seen in my life

ounty I feel that this project should not go further. The exploitation of a poor

Indian group by Shell is - it’s pathetic at best.

The drilling - the drilling of this well should not go forward. This administration and Mr. Babbitt promxsed i

us Everglades restoration.
I this what we would call restoration? Putting drilling for oil right next to a national park, one of the most
threatened ecosystems in the world?
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The alternatives that should have been considered in this draft were which direction the road should go.

Why no energy alternatives should be considered, because this is a private project, is beyond me with the
laws that are in place.

We have mercury contamination. We have excess pollution from the incinerators. We have heavy metals.
This drilling will bring up more aromatic - hydrocarbons. It’s just the effects of it, especially if oil is found, could
be - could be the last dying - the last thing for the Everglades. And I just really can’t understand why we’re even
meeting at this poin ad ber of i that I feel that this draft
does not address.

I think that a water quality bond should be required and testing should be done immediately for the bond
- before the bond should be posted

The fiscal costs in return from this project should be weighed against the potential damage it could cause.

Someone said 95 percent of all Everglades birds have been eliminated in the last 50 or so years. Five 66

percent are left. What chance are they going to have if and when Shell finds oil and continues to drill more and
wells?

That’s all T have to say. I hope that you will go back and tell Mr. Babbitt that we don’t need this project
and that we can live well without it, and so can the Miccosukees.

Thank you.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

The next speaker has recorded his presence as "Frankel.” If you know who you are,you can step forward.
F-R-A-N-K-E-L.

Okay. Next speaker is Sean Moch, I believe.

MR. S. MOCH: Testing one, two, three.

How are you guys doing?

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: It works. Take my word for it.

MR. S. MOCH: I’'m Sean Moch. I live 319 Tarpin Drive, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 33301. I represent
Save What’s Left of Broward Community College. Save What’s Left is an organization dedicated to preserving
the environment.

I also represent tomorrow, the next generation adults.

The Everglades is all that South Florida has left. Stoneman Douglas fought so hard to preserve the
Everglades and all of her work will be lost if drilling occurs in this already delicate ecosphere.

When it occurs, it will not only kill the Everglades; but it will kill South Florida. The plants, animals and
rare trees will be lost forever. The Everglades is the last of the natural habitats. If you kill the Everglades, you

“will kill South Florida. Without the balance of the Everglades in our environment, South Florida will become a

desert wasteland.

Stop the efforts for drilling. Think of your children and your children’s children. They will have to clean
Up our mess after we all leave this planet. So please stop raping mother nature.

I’m willing to do whatever it takes to preserve the Everglades. If you value your future generations of

adults to come and children, you should, too.

Thank you.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is Kay Magin.




MS. K. MAGIN: My name is Kay Magin. I live at 2460 Southeast Fifth Street. I’m a resident of South
Florida for the past 15 years. And I implore you not to grant this permit to Shell Oil. Shell Qil -- There’s been
so much evidence already presented as to the damage to the Everglades. So I won’t repeat any of that. But Shell
Oil, being a foreign corporation, we can be rest assured none of the Shell Oil executive live here near the
Everglades. They will not have to put up with the pollution that will occur or the problems or lack of drinking
water that will occur here in Florida.

I also would like to -- This is an idea of mine. We should implore Shell Oil shareholders to get in touch
with their corporate boards and find out what their environmental stand is here in Florida. -

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Joyce Tarnow.

MS. J. TARNOW: Good evening. My name is Joyce Tarnow. And I live at 531 East McNab Road,
Pompano Beach, Florida.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Excuse me. Is that T-A-R.

MS. J. TARNOW: T-A-R-N-O-W.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you.

MS. J. TARNOW: [ have lived in so you had the South Florida for thirty years. I came from the Midwest
where I had very little knowledge of what a natural environment was like. And coming to South Florida I was
intrigued by the Everglades and by our oceans, and I have since become a SCUBA diver, a camper and a birder.

And I really feel that our government is letting us down because I have been active for almost 20 years
in the environmental movement. I've seen us achieve some legislative protections, and I’ve seen that we’ve had
to go and sue our government to enforce those protections. I don’t think we should have to fight the government
or Shell Oil.

. g .

If you’ve ever been out to Everglades National Park and gone to Pahokee lookout and looked over the span
of the Everglades, you would see what Marjory Stoneman Douglas wrote about in River of Grass. You would see
and feel how important it is to get away from all of the buildings and the contraptions of man. And you get out
in that open air and you see the sky and the clouds and something that is clean and decent. And you see some
wildlife, what little is left. We can’t gamble that away.

There is no way you can assure us the protection that there won’t be accidents that contaminate the -

Everglades. We're talking about something as essential as our water supply in South Florida. People are an

endangered species in South Florida, and our government is maybe intelligent but it is not wise. The overview is
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that we have got to stop all this energy consumption. Why aren’t we doing something about alternative energy

sources? Why aren’t we doing something about enforcing the Clean Air Act and stopping Detroit from building

these cars that continuously get less and less mileage.

I think it’s time for this government, for the Department of the Interior, for Miccosukee Indians - And 3
I've always thought the Indians were at one with their environment. And this is certainly not many compatible with .

being a protected environment.
I think it’s time for the government to do the right thing. We sent Janet Reno to Washington, a South

Floridian who knows the environment well. And if you all do things to rape our environment, I hope she will -

prosecute you.
(Applause.)
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.
The next speaker is Tina Gwaltney.

MS. T. GWALTNEY: Hi. My name is Tina Gwaltney. G-W-A-L-T-N-E-Y. I live in Plantation. And

I’m a high school teacher, science teacher - specifically environmental science - at Marjory Stoneman Dougl
School. And I have a couple of things about the statement I would like to say. A fotaf them have aleéi
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I wish I had asked for the full book instead of the summary,
because I really could you have used the laugh about the "water foul” thing when I got it and I missed that.
The only thing that hasn’t been mentioned that I have a problem with, if God forbid, this were to go ahead

I think obviously money is no object if they paid 500,000 for this statement. I think it should be done on a daily
basis. :
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They also say that if the contamination has to be reasonably attributable to oil and gas in order for '

operations to cease, don’t wait to figure out what caused it. If we see any contamination, stop it, and then let’s
worry about where it came from.

The only other thing I want to talk about real quickly is a little bit of frustration as a teacher specifically
of environmental science and how the government comes into play with that.

We’re supposed to teach these kids to look at things to become educated and knowledgeable and not to go
in with a bias. I don’t go in there and tell them, "Oh, God this is bad for the environment." That’s not my job
as a teacher. I try to go in and show them all the facts, let them learn about it and then hopefully they can make
their own educated decisions when they mature and are in that position. But as teacher I get things like a whole
energy program that’s approved by the State of Florida Education Commissioner, Betty Castor, signed it in, on an
energy curriculum that is paid for by Exxon. Iam here to tell you it is unbelievably biased. I only show the video
tapes in class so the kids can see what kind of propaganda gets passed through, and that they have to learn to
separate that from what they’ve learned as fact.

If Exxon is paying for our energy education and now Shell is paying for our environmental impact
statement, I have a real problem with these kids feeling like they can make a difference.

We’ve been following this issue since last year when I came to the first hearing. I ask them on a weekly
basis to bring me in current events. I don’t have any problem getting articles on ecological disasters every week.
Plenty of different ones. Very rarely do I get anything that’s uplifting. This is probably the most depressing course
I have ever had to teach, especially in South Florida. Everything is going wrong and they see that. These are 16-
and 17-year-old kids.

When I came last year the project manager for Dames & Moore was a female. She had her Ph.D. in
biology. I spoke with her. She actually sounded like a biologist, and that reassured me because I felt certain that
she would find not in favor of doing this. She has obviously left and gone to work for South Florida Water
Management. ; So much for that. '

A

The only thing I can hope that we do with this is, as everybody has said, do the right thing. I would love

to go back -- I wanted to bring my classes here. I wanted the kids to come. We’ve been following the articles.
. They knew about the hearing. The article that came out yesterday Sun-Sentinel. They told me, "Forget it. It’s

a done deal. "That’s their attitude. It’s a done deal. You can’t fight city hall.

Don’t let me show them that. That can’t be what they have to look forward to. You can’t. If I'm here
to teach them not to be radical, not to go out and be violent, not to have the Rodney King kind of violence that
comes from that much frustration, we’ve got to show them that this works, this forum is effective.

Please, let me go back and show them that it does. And, also, let’s go back and let Marjory rest a little
bit. She just celebrated her 103rd birthday. Let the headlines tomorrow say, "They said no."

(Applause.) ’

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: There were several people who had indicated they would like to speak, but

" weren’t in the room when their names were called. Is either Mr. or Ms. Frankel here? If you would like to step
forward.

Craig Offner. O-F-F-N-E-R.

Bill Raymond.

Brian Anderson.

Jackie Malloy.

Paul Barnes.

Thomas Martin.

And David Hauptman or Houtsman. '
Having exhausted the list of people who indicated that they wished to speak, is there anyone present who
Would like to address -- You, sir. If you would step forward. If you could state your name and address.
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MR. G. COUNTS: My name is George Counts. I live 2449 Nassau Lane in Fort Lauderdale.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Could you spell your last name please.

MR. G. COUNTS: C-O-U-N-T-S.

As a backpacker in the Everglades and someone who doesn’t drink bottled water, I’'m very concerned about
the drilling in the Everglades of Shell Oil Company. I come from a small town in West Virginia. It’s right in the
heart of the Appalachia. The county barely has 30,000 people and the town is probably about the size of the
Miccosukee Tribe.

The unemployment rate is about what it is in Miccosukee Tribe. But just a few years ago a large
corporation came into this town and offered to put in a hazardous waste dump. They were going to fill in an area
between the mountains and put everyone to work.

So they had a big fight in the town about whether to go along with this. It split the town wide open. So
they eventually voted for it. Company came in and did some work, a little bit, and then the whole thing fell
through. Much of the area is wrecked. The town is divided. And this is what happens when you have people that
are desperate for money and large corporations try to take advantage of them. Now, if you want to verify this, read
Harper’s Weekly last June. The story was in there,

But to get on with the criticism of the environmental impact statement, I would just like to say that it is
not objective at all. It’s constantly filled with comments like "impacts will be short-termed,” "minor,"” "of low
magnitude” or "insignificant.” And this concerns me that there was not one place in the impact statement that
whether the people that were authoring the impact statement spoke up about potential harmful impacts.

Another thing I’'m concerned about in this statement is that the - the slant drilling. In other words, we’re
going over almost a mile from where the drill rig is to the bottom hole. We’re going 90 percent of the
recommended limits for slant drilling in this particular area. This concerns me. This only sets up the risk factor
that’s almost insurmountable in such a fragile ecosystem.

It stated that there’s going to be plastic liners under the drilling site. Well, we know that plastic liners have
failed in Niagara Falls -- Same type of liners -- and they leak. And the monitoring system -- Well, we know how
the monitoring system works. It’s left up to the company to monitor, to pay people to come in and monitor it. And
this is like letting the fox watch the hen house.

The Everglades is already staggering, as other people pointed out, from urbanization and agriculture. But
I think this improved pasture, this one little tiny spot that’s called "improved pasture” over and over and over again
in this statement is vegetation. And it’s vegetation we don’t have very much of in Broward County.

Broward County is a unique county in that only one-third of this county can be developed. The rest of it
is conservation area. So as a result we have one of the highest impervious surfaces in the entire State of Florida
right now. So even though some of these little types of grass that are in this area are not something endangered,
it’s vegetation. And we need vegetation in this area desperately.

People have gone over and over about the health and safety aspects, about the human error. We all know

that human error is the thing that’s going to cause the problem, most likely.

This well is conveniently located between two aquifers. The first map that they had up in the display area ‘

showed our aquifer and one on the western side. And came down just like this (indicating) and right in the middle
is the spot for the - for the drilling. And they said it was to show how accurate - to show how much they know

about exactly where the aquifer is located, they said it’s five to ten milés from the reservation. I mean, this is how

they’re able to pinpoint where the aquifer actually is

As far as the air quality, the consultants go on to point out that Broward County is a non-attainment area
for ozone. South Florida is.

Well, this has been a recent thing. And even with this, we have some of the cleanest urban area in the
nation. Excuse me. Urban air in the nation. And recently the exceedences of this non-attainment have no
occurred. So our air quality is not as bad as this report would lead you to believe.

And the trucks and the drilling will contribute more to the cumulative impacts on our - on what we havé

as clean air here.
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As far as dumping, a lot of the -and the drilling - as far
back down and injecting it back into the ground. Unfortunately &

a lot of the water used in the drilling

a wetland, but it is
inundated quite a bit of the year and there are areas right around it that are construed as wetlands to the north, to
the west and to the south. This rig would be thrust right in the middle of cypress heads, marshes, so on and so
forth.

54

another problem. In other words, the well will be abandoned, but the roads will still be there. And the roads will
be improved and more people will come. More development will follow. And this will create more problems for
the Everglades.

The Everglades don’t need anymore problems. The report refers to the few - the land use plan of the
Miccosukee Indians as being indefinite. Well, Broward County happens to have a land use plan, and this land use
plan surrounds the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.’ Every single spot surrounding this reservation on Broward
County’s land use plan is conservation. So just in case you’re misled by some of the remarks about land use plan,
I would like you to know that fact. Well, in closing I’d just like to say that I recommend that no action alternative
and that we take great care to make sure that this these protected species are protected as they should be and that
our water supply is also protected.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

Is there anyone else that wishes to present any testimony on the draft environmental impact statement?

Yes, sir.

MR. J. PODGER: I've spoken before. If someone hasn’t spoken, I’d wait first. But I would like to add
some --

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Is there anyone who has not addressed the issue before wish to come forward?

MR.J. PODGER: Thank you for the opportunity. Again, I’m Joe Podger with Friends of the Everglades.

In my previous turn I failed to mention what this display was. And I think it’s probably appropriate to just

- See that it’s entered i in the record as an outline of part of what I understand to be some of the concemns of NEPA.

That involve th




Secondly, I failed to relate to you something that I had discussed with my boss, Mrs. Douglas. You have
to-understand Mrs. Douglas just celebrated her 103rd birthday last week. And if she could have been here, she’d
have been here. But she just - she doesn’t have the go-power to stay up at this late hour to do it.

She reminded me she is the last surviving member of the committee that formed Everglades National Park.
And she first got involved in that committee in about 1925. The park was built, but at a much smaller version than
what the committee had hoped for. And, frankly, if Marjory had her way and that committee had prevailed with
some of its thoughts, the territory that you’re looking at now would have been in Everglades National Park.

Now, I want to bring to you the thought that it functions like one. It is basically the dog upon which the
present Everglades National Park resides as a tail. It is the bulk of the system that we all have been talking about
all night. And here you're looking at a question as to how to make a decision. Socioeconomic decision,
environmental, physical health decision that were this to be Everglades National Park on the other side of that levee,
there would be no contest and no question, we wouldn’t be here. If that was designated by any of our official
bodies in Florida as a critical area of State concern, we probably wouldn’t be here.

If that was a drinking water reservoir in conservation 3-A a la the kinds of service reservoirs that you see
all over the Northeastern United States, we wouldn’t be here.

It is a sole source area under the designation of *78. It’s the stream flow source area for that part of the
watershed. But I want you to take home with you the thought that it is national park. It is reservoir. It is all these
things.

And that’s, I think, the thinking that comes automatically that people like Marjory Douglas that doesn’t
even think it’s worth putting it into words because you should know that. And I just want to leave you thinking
that as I go down and point out that’s it’s not only a park, but if we don’t have that system, we have to pay out of
our pocket for every one of these things. Not the least of which has not been on the thing in specifics, but the
entire economy of the Florida Keys déepends on the restoration of the water flows through the river of grass. And
that is the livelihood for over 147,000 people plus all the millions of tourists that go down there and the fate of the
national park itself.

You’re looking at something that is only one blip on that chart. We like to say that the Everglades is like
a heart patient and this territory where the well site is actually the cardiac ward. The patient needs a bypass. It
needs to get the flow going from the heart in the upper valley through the Lake Okeechobee into the rest of the
ecosystem. And to have these kinds of things annoying the patient while it’s in Intensive Care is not going to make
the patient recover. That’s the mental set we bring to you and we hope you can keep in mind.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: A last-minute person has asked to be able to speak.

Mindy Stone. Would you step forward.

MS. M. STONE: Mindy Stone.

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Would you care to state your name and address for the record please.

MS. M. STONE: Yes. My name is Mindy Stone, 1506 Southwest 12th Street, Fort Lauderdale.

I'am here on behalf of my State. I'm a third generation Floridian. I have a proud heritage and a proud
appreciation for my State. And I see it going down the tubes. And I see it because of business and people who

come in and set up shop and don’t care about the pristine climate and the agriculture and the things that people come
here for.

And I don’t think you all see Florida for what it really is. I think people who are business to make money )

see money as the motivator and nothing else. They go around with blinders on and I don’t think it’s fair.

I’m very nervous.

I wish you all knew what it was like to not have a lot of money and see things for what they really are.
See that we need to take care of this environment and our country and preserve it for your future, my future.

As it stands right now, I don’t know if I want to live here anymore. And that’s pretty sad because I don’t
think people care. And I’'m very upset because there was no notice given out to the public about this hearing, not
like it should have gotten. It should have been around the front page. It’s very important. I was told when I came
in here ten minutes ago that this was over. And if I didn’t know any better, I would say this guy was just trying

to keep people like me out because I wanted to make a stand. And I think that was wrong that I was told this was
over and I could have gone home.
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But I'm one of a few people here who are trying to stand up for what we believe in. And I think you
should reconsider and go somewhere else because our Everglades are very important.

(Applause.)

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony.

Once again, is there anyone else that would care to say anything regarding the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement?

No one?

Yes, ma’am.

MS. M. BLAIR: Are you part of the -- Before Bush went out of office he was starting to get rid of the
wetlands. Are you part of this group?

(Laughter.)

JUDGE I. L. BYRNES: Ma’am, I'll tell you what, after we close the hearing, the representatives from
BLM and I will be here and we will be happy to answer any questions you might have regarding any of this that
we’re capable of answering. ,

MS. M. BLAIR: I'm a native. I’ve lived in Broward County all my life. And you can go down to the
University of Miami and talk to biologists down there. A lot of people have this old fashioned idea that’s going
to be like a hundred years before we know if the human race is going to survive. )

But the biologists down there at the university will tell you that it’s going to be within the next 50 years
that we’re going to know whether we’re going to survive. And you all are just polluting everything. . You’re
polluting the ground, the air, everything. You know, you all never learned anything. Now you’re polluting ou'ter
space. We got space junk floating around up there. There was something that was going to come down the size
of a school bus. You all never learn. So I’m hoping that you take this elsewhere. Take it to Washington. There’s
got to be oil there. There’s lots of other stuff there. There’s bound to be oil in Washington. o

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: On that note, I will adjourn this public hearing. I thank you for participating
and extend the gratitude of the Department of Interior.

(Whereupon, the hearing was adjourned.)

CERTIFICATE

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing, pages 1 to 173, is a true and correct transcription of my
stenographic notes of the testimony taken and proceedings had before the Honorable JAMES L. BYRNES, Chief
Administrative Judge, at the Public Hearing held at the Fort Lauderdale Convention Center,Fort Lauderdale,
Broward County, Florida, on the 14th day of April, 1993, commencing at 6:03 o’clock, P.M. IN WITNESS
WHEREOF 1 have hereunto affixed my hand this 6th day of May, 1993.

Registered Professional Reporter Certificate of Merit
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Nlose Celanw

1816 S.W. 53rd Avenue
Plantation, Florida 33317

May 12, 1993

Robert V. Abbeay

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippl 39206

i\
AAHD TANAGEM
IUR?&&;“ DISIRICT (il

Dear Mr. Abbey:

This letter is in response to the public meeting held at the Greater Fort
Lauderdale~Broward County Convention Center on April 14, 1993, regarding the
proposed drilling of an exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian
Reservation.

Without the benefit of having a full comprehension of the issues involved
(pertaining to this particular permit application) prior to attending that
meeting, I observed members of the public presenting some of the -
controversial issues very clearly. It was overwhelmingly in opposition of
the proposed drilling with valid concerns about the effects on the
environment. T tend to agree. ’

Florida has a very preclous ecosystem that obligates residents, the local
communities, the State, and the Nation, equally, to protect it from unnatural
destruction or disruptions. The grave threat of oil drilling to the
environment should not be tolerated. In the event of a disaster, the
hazardous price to be paid environmentally is nuch too great to risk the
chance. It clearly outweighs the transient benefits of oil development in
the area, no matter which way you slice it.

The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians have a serious request for assistance to
improve their health, housing, and educational needs. This should not be
neglected. Generally, I do not believe that the government has jurisdiction
over lands owned by Indian tribes, however, in this case, any possible
contanination resulting from an oil spill will have a catastrophic ¥ffect on
over 4 million people as well as all elements of the ecosystenm. The Bureau
of Indian Affairs must formulate means of generating income for this tribe
other than the risks involved in searching for mineral resources.

This is obviously a very complex matter. I certainly do not envy the
positions of those acting as intermediaries. Perhaps it would be beneficial
to post a "DO NOT DISTURB" sign on precious lands to prevent any application
to trespass. I hope the government does the right thing in this and other
sinilar circumstances.

Thank you for your attention to the matter.
Sincereoly,

"/)@,mep(%)

Maisy Alpert .




Mr. Robert V. Abbey
pistrict Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Dr.
Jackson, Missippi

1105 Merion

North Lauderdale, FL
33068

Suite 404 Aprii 21, 1993
39206 .

Dear Mr. Abbey,
T am a student at Broward Community College, in Davie,

Florida, who until recently, was unavare of the existing

proposition of well-drilling in the Everglades. As a student

in a Geology class, I am now more xnowledgeable about the

environment and am quite disturbed by this proposition for

the following reasons.

Though the Everglades may be abundant in petroleum, there

are so many concerns that I feel are not being considered.

Though the mine may be built in an uninhibited section of the

1and, this oil must be transported through a pipeline to an

easily accessible area. This may seem acceptable, but perhaps 221

this pipeline disintegrates or rupture? wWhat happens to the

existing petroleum? Naturally it empties into the ground and

any existing underground wvater. As I have learned from my
Geology class, this petroleum then polliutes the plants, water
supplies, and any animals that come in contact with this.
Cconsidering that the Everglades is home to various animals

" and plants, this could cause great devastation, and perhaps
extinction. Is this something that can be ignored?

Besides this risk'to the environment, this oil well could

prove disastrous to humanity. The ground is exposed to a

percentage of this petroleum, and the remaining is allowed to
enter the vater table. This could affect the supply of 1155
drinking vater and prove disastrous to the population of

South Florida. Combined with the already enforced water

ould become an enormous problem.

For these reasons, I feel that the proposition of oil-
driliing in South Florida‘'s Everglades should be thoroughly
examined.and evaluated. Though the world is craving
modernization and advancement, I am sufe that you would
agree that “"ancient" things such as plants, animals, and

drinking water are much more important.

Sincerely,

Lo e

Wendy M. Altman
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’ F LARD LANAGEMENT
Bm}u%f‘t's%ulﬁ'gmm OFFICE

Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
fragile envircnment is suppqsed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a coépany whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water.

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped:

Thank you for your time.
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive
Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206 BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

! JPCKSON DISTRICTOFFICE

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

S

Mase. Hemos

BUREAU OF LAKD 324
‘_ JACKSON DIS\'RIﬁ’N(')‘%EI-E‘

Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our

fragile environment is supposed to bLe PROTECTED, not threatened
by‘a coépany whose only purpose is ﬁo make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water.

.I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do évery-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.
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Mary D. Blackman
100 N.E. 26 Street
Pompano Beach, Florida 33064

Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Misslssippl 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

The proposed oll drilling In the Everglades is an outrageous defiance of logic and reason.

The evidence against the proposal Is so overwhelming as to be obvious even to a child.

To Jeopardise our praclous water suppy, which is likely to prove inadequate anyway, is totally

reckless. And the habitat destruction that will occur Is also Intolerable. As one of the speakers

pointed out at the hearing in Ft. Lauderdale, the driling should not even be under consideration.

" It seems the hearing (yesterday) was Just a required ritual, and the Bureau has already decided
to allow the permit to Shell. | have been a resident of South Florida for 26 years, and | am
currently building a home in the lower Keys for my retirement, so | have a vested Interest In the
well belng of this area. |love South Florida and the Everglades, and do not want to see the
wanton ruination of what is left. Also as a tax payer, | do not appreciate being bultied by govern-
ment and big business! As one speaker sald during the ot drilling hearings in the Keys a few
years ago: “"Everything man bullds eventually laaks.” Consider that, If you will, In making
your final decision. :

45

——

Thank you for taking the time to review my thoughts on this subject.

Sincerely

oy @) ectmon-
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Let Shell drill in Hell

ADRIAN AUMEN

Talk about outrageous.

With all the predictions about how
much it's going to cost us to elean up the
Everglades and the water wars that could
divide South Florida, Shell Ol Company
stll wants to drill in the middle of the
Everglades. °
+’The very ldea of poking more holes in 'y

> the'already alling system'and increasing;
1 tisks to wildlife and water supplies is
nothing short of arrogant,

So Is Shell's attempt to “greenwash® the
plan by prescnting an Environmental
Impact Statement that uses outdated
maps and infonuation, It only skims the
surface of issucs such as the effects on
g i{ and future lon plans.

‘The proposed drill site is at the edge of
the Big Cypress National Preserve
(located by the Collier/Broward line, north
of Alligator Alley) and the world-
renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservation
area that keeps Broward and Dade -
countles from running out of water.

State rules prohibit direct drilling In the
conservation area, so Shell came up with
a way around it - by drilling at an angle,
The drilling rig would Le outside the
conservation area, on fand owned by the
Miccostkee Indians (read: federat land).
‘The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet
east — smack dab in the conservation area,
at 18,850 fect down.

Yy Shiek. :

The drilling rig would stand in a cattle
pasture within 200 feet of a canal and
only 1,000 feet from a pumping station
that funnels water into the Everglades
water catclunent arcas, Imagine what a

¥ hurricane could do with that setup.f
The area is also home to Florida

L

panthers, wood storks, Everglades kites,
Everglades minks and, in the Shell study's
own incriminating words, “other
vaterfouls (slc). § :
“~ Shell's tenacity would make you think it
expects to find a pool of oil the size of

Prince William Sound, but even the <.
experts doubt there's
much to be found. There's . B
inotmuch'oil'in Florida,” f ~ .What you can do
s+ and the oil that's here is Unless something .
" of such poor quallty that' changes, the U.S, -

. it’s hardly worth refining. Department of the Interior

Could it be worth fosing Is expected to approve

Shell's plans soon.”
St s h, it Besiies uting up your
Y " Shell card and boycotting
finds oll, it’s likely to seek . the statlons, here’s some .
more drilling, It also " folks you can wite, Or ;
admits that spills are """+ Just mall them this
. Inevitable, i column.

Exxon and other firms ;- . -

drilling nearby have been Bruce Babbltt .

unable to preventspills, ‘sﬁ:‘;%"s’""ﬁzp&ﬂ“ S
Almost 163,000 gallons of * * eet, NW -
crude oil and 120,000 . - - Washinglon,-D.C. 20240

b= S £ 7Y

gallons of plant-killing - @o2) 208_'7’:?0 o )
brine already have been ‘.5 Carol Browner-' .
spitled in the Everglades U.S. Environmental x
area. Unchecked, one . Protection Agency
gallon of petroleum can - 401 M Street, SW [l
contaminate one million Washington, D.C. 20460
gallons of drinking water. (202) 260-470Q . ¢

Thal's why about 300 . . o
South Floridians, and even =~ - RobertV. Abbey" - )
some tourists, crammed a B Distict manager of the

ureau of Land Management

recent public hearing in Jackson District O .
Broward County to talk . 411 8rarwood Drive,
with Washington . Sulte 404
bureaucrats on the Issue, Jackson, MS 22203 .

“Tell Shell to drill In R e
Hell!” yelled some folks.

. Others are cutting up their Shell credit’
cards and taking their business elsewhere.
Not a bad idea.

.

L. o.

J_Occ,b«\ A B"‘f -

Beox 3283

Falen Beach Garolen < =
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KATHLEEN T. BROCK
3100 NORTHEAST 9th AVENUE
POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 33064

Bureau of Land Management
Jackson District Office

411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To Whom it May Concern,

No, No, No. Drilling in the Florida Everglades is
reprehensible! Under no circumstances would this be accept-
able. The Florida Everglades is unique, beautiful, and
very fragile. Once it is gone, it is gone forever.

Those of us that were born here, raised here (not
here to exploit the earth and make a profit) find this
proposal disgusting. Selling out again for the God almighty
dollar, to a group of business-people who could care less
about anything but money and oil, in that order, is not
what this state needs., I vote no, negative, absolutely not!
Leave our state alone. Ye do not want your oil or
your greasy money.

51gqed,

Frten ISl

Kathleen Brock
Native Floridian

cc: Governor Lawton Chiles, Florida
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Elaine Brown
4851 Northwest 26 Court, Apartment 137
Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33313 X
Home Phone: 305/486-3815 *

April 19, 1993

United States Dept. of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

- 411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404

Jackson, Ms 39206

pDear Sirs:

Pleasa consider this a protest of your Environmental Impart
Statement for the exploratory well, Miccosukee Indian Reservation,
Broward County, Florida.

First of all, does Shell 0il Co. really need to drill in the
supersensitive Everglades, and near our water gupply, and in the
middle of the panther trail? Are there any alternatives to where S)
the well should be and, therefore, shouldn't there be a further

study?
What type of transportation for the oil is contemplated; is it 221
pipline, tanker truck, or what? ’

Why is the Impact statement lacking in answers for the above
questions? Are these answers purposely being avoided? Frankly,
hat I've never purchased Shell 0il Co. products, and I
family and friends tear up their Shell
credit cards, Of course, I will also avold giving any trade to

the Indians at their businesses.

Sincerely,
S/

(éaw
A

Elaine Brown

1-36

L.
a6
[ s

mﬁ'dm.

—

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PPL, TIO! (9) M 0_DRILL
AN _EXPLORATORY WELL

ON_THE
| MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide
your name and address. Comments should be sent to:

pistrict Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MississipPi 39206

Attention: FRobert V. Abbey

*ii*********ti****i**********i*********t*****i**********i***t* e 2 347
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Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive :
Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippl 39206

To whom it may concexrn:

As a south PFloridian who values the envi
ronmental ’
f::—rﬁﬁﬁé ui atn;‘ el::aman:‘:ly opgosed to Shell 0il’s ;1]&};\5 s::sé.:ﬂ:
. o number of precaution
:ontami.nation will not eventually occur, due e.lt:erc:: : snaa:g:;aih:t
s:ma;x; nduced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwar€
togl O‘slrpl:'x;idiirexploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
e, our economy, our water =
preservation of the unique and nat'ural beauty of t‘;\ipg'etg?.:gesfhe

Aitorasy ud Laww
1717y Bukanae Studt
d‘l—l,-nl L g3020
(s03) 9wz-0133

,_,t:Sttiﬂiéisé'Q;&
A -“h.‘ )
/@oncerned,

 Buboro Bk i




vey 5, 1972

Bureau of lLand Management
111 Briarwood, Sulte Lol
Jackson, MS 39206

Att: District Manager
Gentlemen:

In my letter of April 1991 I asked you to give con-
sideration to the proposed drilling for petroleum in
South Florida, particularly in the Miccosukee Indian
Reservation in Broward County.

I still feel you should Jook favorable on the draft
environmental impact statement recently prepered by

Dames and Moore Consulting Company. It appears to me
any drilling at this location would not negatively

affect the adjacent area.
pendency on foreign oil is mightily disturbing.
Sincerely,

B sl
:é) $ (2 /4k4é;é-
cwo, W-4AR. Douglas Burleson,USNR, Retired

199 Whispering Sands prive 103
Sarasota, Fl. 3242

Our de

Mr. Abbey, . "//‘25’/ 93..
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BUREAU OF LAHD MANAGEMENT
JACKSOM DISTHICT OFFICE °

Teaneck, NJ 07666
May 26, 1993

Robert V. Abbey, District M
a
Eg{eguiof Land éanaqement nager
riarwood Drive
Jackson, MS 39206 Sulte 404

Dear Mr. Abbey:

I understand that f
a rom now until N
e:gigi:gozheth:r or not to isaue Shell 0il aO;:?;:: {°u yi be
sxplox wit:i:e ;vigqigg Ylo;id: everglades. EBven thougﬁ g::liran
i es ational P he
historic" everglades. Please deny t;:ﬁ'thitpe:;itsgiléhiin roe
area

needs to be protected.
’

Sincerely,

Rachel Bussgel

744 Elm Ave. Apt. 5B

e no‘\.-::ou-x! ..\..)-l!."\r\.'.’.rh.rislf...F\ttrfdc\w,m(":‘; you Ko, have $he o,,(;h
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss. 39206

To whom it may concern:
It has comec to my attention that Shell would like to start
oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issuec must be
voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not
just for the preservation of the Everglades, but for the
water that it supplies South Florida. )

¢
T live In Unincorrporated Fort Lnuderdalet This lsaonly 10
miles west from the future drilling site. I also d; not have
city water, I have well water. This wntc} comes from a water
supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that gifs

it will contaminate my water supply.

As a concerned citizen,. I ask of you, please when it comes
time to vote; vote against the drilling. 1f not just for the
bucaty of the Everglades, for the peoplc that bencfits from

her water supply.

Respectfully yours,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
Bureau of Land Management

411 BRIARWOOD DRIVE, Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi, 392048

ATTENTION; Mr. Robert Abbey, District Manager.

RE: Application for permit to drill
an exploratory well on the
MUCCOSUKEE IMDIAM RESERVATION....

Dear Mr. Abbév,

1 have continuous)y llved in BROWARD COUNTY, FORT LAUDERDALE.
FLORIDA, for & number of vears, and in the €NSVUinG Drocess.

have seen an atarming number of changes brouaght about in the

name of Progress.......tNeFollow (L, )

a. The expansion and encroachment of tand in the
Western part of Broward County as well as Palm Beach and
Dade Counties, namely, whats happening to the Everaglades.
the nations most fragile National ParK..ceoveans

b. A complete lacKk of interest and lack of Knowledqe
concerning the environmental problems. which have resul ted
(@g**n thls progress....on the Local. State, Federal levels.

¢. The problem of our Water Resources, which I
understand, is in danger of contamination from toxic
groundwater runcff.....

4. The problem of transportino the oil. i1f found
at the well sitescevsns

1. 1 understand there are several oipelines
from the Racoon Polnt slte in Big Cvpress, to Port

221 Everglades, and there have been at least 33 leak points

in these plpeseecs.

2. Wil the Miccosoukee site oil {f found
be Jolned to this pipe line and if so can these pives
carry new capacity or |3 the pipeline to be expanded ceoea

In referencé, to the water problem, the Regional lMap, fiaure
1~1 gshows at least three water conservation areas that will
be¢ involved, and accoding to table 4-2 ... water resources
accidental contamination could affect the water......these
tables and maps are in the Summary Draft Impact Statement.
dated

March 8th, 1993......

The Biscavne Aquafer, as vou Know is very fraqile and is the
main water supply for Southeast Florida, and beliow that is
another Aquafer wlth highly minerlized water, which if we had
to use It would Involve desalizlation plantse......

The above situation Is very disturbing..e.e..

1 am all for PROGRESS. 1 am &) for the MICCOSOUKEES
profiting from this project thev need al) the help thev can
geliiosass] am surprised that they would comoromise their
surrounding in such a way that it may in the future become
inhabl table due to the Everglades disappearing.,..or the water
problem.csss

It is very easy for outside parties tohiﬁgg to our State and
maKe Judgement — you dont have to live'did vou dont have to
bring chlldren up here....they are the future.....

Please thinK very hard and long at the overall problem of the
water presources problem, the transportation of the oil, if
found and please the overall problem of the environment in
this great State.....

’

Yours %M
JOAN K. CARROLL
P.0. BOX 030224

FORT LAUDERDALE. FLORIDA.
33303-0224

I WOULD APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU AMD YOUR THOUGHTS
ABOUT THIS PROBLEM...
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive
Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who val

uves t|
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed tr::e s
for petroleum there. No number
contamination will not eventually o

human-induced disaster.

for our wildlife, our

of

our wat
preservation of the unique and natural beautyer;f i‘ll:‘;p‘}l:-:l\’l:ar

’

environmentally sensgiti
hell 0il’s plans to dri;:
brecautions can assure that

ccur, due either to a natural or

Iu
Shell’s plans to exploit theﬁgig;?;gzgrf?? Petore Titgto thuart

econonmy,

before it is too late
and the
glades.

Very COncerﬁed,

Lot

25

26

27

T430 Sarminate or, Hoa
}muﬁm-u. FL 33304

4 May 'ﬂ ]?qg .
Mr. Bruce Babbitt, U.S. Dept. of Interior F r‘_‘ :

¢/o Robert V. Abbey, Bureau of Land Management ;-i
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 4o0b -
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 PR

Re: Draft D.E.I.S. for Shell Western E & P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1 Well

Dear Sirg
I have been independently involved in the study of wetland

and water resource and land use issues in Broward County for over
ten years.

I implore this administration not to approve drilling even an
exploratory oil well under the Water Conservation Area of the Ever-
glades where the World Heritage ecosystems are already severly de-
pleted by the cumulative impacts of human activities.

The draft DEIS of Mar. 8, 1993 is based upon inadequate and
obsolete 1972 information. Since the draft was started the South
Florida Water Management District and the U.S. Corps of Engineers
have recognized that the Central & South Florida Flood Control Pro-
ject needs revision and that physical atructures such as canals and
pumping stations must be restructured to retain water that is cur-
rently going to the wrong places and to increase sheetflow to Ever-
glades National Park and to Florida Bay to try‘to restore ecologicél
integrity.

I hope to see a complete Sole Source review of this project by
The U.S,E.P.A. and an extended period of comment after the DEIS has

been redrafted to take into consideration the omissions that were

pointed out at the Ft. Lauderdale public hearing April 14, 1993.

Yours very, trul
Cach, W Qo

A
Ruth H. Clark
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2123 Maul Drive

- Holiday, FL. 34691
May 4, 1993,

gLVE

United States Depantment of the Interio
. Bureau 0f Land Management

411 Brlarwood Drlve; Suite 404

Jackson, Misslssippi 39206

Distnict Manager; Bert Rodgens

Dear Mr. Rodgers,
. T will tny to make this very shont and sweet. It is my
undenstanding that the well that Sheft 0.l has paoposed to
dnill in westenn Broward County on the Miccosubee Indlan Res-
ervation is still being held up by oun sfow moving goveanment,
1t L8 also my understanding that any money produced will go
2o the Miccosukhkee Trnibe. I think that we have taken enough
away {rom the American Indain, 80 as for my outlook as a nes-
dent of Flonida, 1 should hope that not to much ime i8 wast-
ed, that if it is alnight with the Land owners {The Miccosubhee
Tnibe] not the Bureau of Land Management, o the Bureau of
Indasin Addains, fust the Tnibe itself and Shell 0iL, Lets Let
them get on with it so the the owners can make a Little money
before they die from old age waiting fon the Government that
took away most of their Land, grants them penmission to do the
bussiness that they desine with Shetl 0if. 1t is also my un-
derstanding that with the safe guards xecommended, that it
?u,e be dafe. Thank you fon the time you spent neading my
etten.

Respectfully,

’

L]
Randolpi L. Compton
+ 2123 Maul Drnive
Holiday, Flonida 34691

25
26
8

April 27, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

District Manager

United States Dept. of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

T attended the meeting at Port Everglades relative to Shell 0il putting
down an exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in
Broward County, Florida --- i.e, The Everglades.

I listened carefully to. all who presented their views and was not only
disturbed by what I heard but by the Environmental Impact Statement put
out relative to this exploratory well. I am a long time resident of
Florida and have seen great changes, most of them not thought out very
well because of lax laws, greed or just plain ignorance. In this day and
age, ignorance is no longer an excuse, But greed and lax laws seem to
always take precedence. Anyone familiar with oil drilling knows that the
well itself does little damage but everything else to do with it does a
great deal of damage and other than economics for a very short time span,
there is the "overall impact” on the ecosystem, I don't need to go into
detail, you have heard all the arguments.

I am writing specifically to ask you to get better and later maps of the
area affected, take into consideration that fact that "getting the flow
of ‘the Everglades back to normal to help save Florida Bay" was not in any
way considered, and don't try to pretend that the Biscayne Aguifer won't
be-harmed, Please take a look at the NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE,

e 1PN T4
“ANAG]
e Q[r%}fm
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Boies CoRpin.qer
910 (Contento Street
Sarasota, Floridn 34242

May 8, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, Dist. Mgr.
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Dr., #404
Jackson, MS 338206

Dear Mr, Abbaey:

Thank you for the promptness with
which I received my copy of the Summary
of the DEIS for Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory
Well., I write today in support of the
findings in that Statement.

- I am a Floridien concerned about
my stete's physical well-being but more,
I am mn American with even greastsr concerns
sbout our country's continued dependence
on foreign oil. This poses monumental
risks to both our natiohal security and
our economy. In the absence of any long-
range Federal energy pollicy to the contrary,
we must continue to develop our resources
where we bslieve them to be.

Very truly yours,

DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL!

April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S. Bureau of Land Management RN ER

411 Briarwood Drive [%{L 1w Yo

Suite 404 o

Jackson, MS 39206 i |. APR22 195
J o

Gentlemen: L_';

Native Américans have a saying that they are the "caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales, WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

PLANET?

me an i Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature
knows what she’s doing.

Sincerely,

,C(,.u C// 6«12
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April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility totake care of the earth and her creatures

for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

PLANET?

me an r r ives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature

knows what she's doing.

Sincerely,

?w L‘%,;.,/Q%

T

1
H ‘ Richard & Muriel Covington

093 v 1. we. N.
WA T sl"JJ t. Po:;rgsbum, £L 33702-5155

e Han an
14y athenes &

wmearned - Lol
ke (‘fwf&j“/ aﬁw&/zj—uﬁ 7&%
, B MOQMWO W;@,@ZZ}» |

il sy "N " T

) $94% don't inherit the eartfp / W .
from our ancestors,
We borrow it from % f f 74‘/1\_

)}our children. ,ély

2530 N.E. 35 Street
Lighthouse Point, F1 33064
May 6, 1983

Jackson District Oftice
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss ‘39206

Gentlemen,
I am writing this letter on behal?t of myself and my husband to
express our concern over your proposed oil drilling in the

everglades. The damage that could occur far outweighs any
benetit that would be gained.

Please discontinue your plans to destroy this "last frontier”.
Lets leave something of this earth for tuture generattions.

Sincerely,

ﬁ;)WW1r3£f%2_ & <:219
Dorothy A.(Cowdrey

p} E E lg § v .I':,.:'
l|; Mar24mm [ii)-

REAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT
o T

May 12, 1993

Bureau of Land Mans enent
411 Briarwood € :
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 Suite 4ol

Dear 38irs,

This letter is to ask that ou give f
consideration for Shell 011 Compgny go drliXO:Able
well in South Florida on the Miccosukee Indian Res-
ervation in western Broward County, .

A8 you know, a draft environmental impact
state-
ment has been prepared for your office, Tge 1mpagte
::::e:gn: 1gdioat:d that while there may be some short~
sturbance to the enviroment
can be memapon: n » these conditions

The American Petroleunm Industr,
Yy has a good re-~
cord 1n protecting the environment while prgducins
the much need 'petroleum products for our country,

Needless to say, this project will he
Micocosukee Indians aﬁd their Reservation. 1p the

Very truly yours,
T A :
Timothy “A. Créfgrbtﬂﬂ“

P.0. Box 27277
Panama City, Fl., 32411

CC: Senator Bob Graham
Senator Connie Mack "
Representative Earl Hutto
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John G. Croes
1045 NW 143 St.
Miami, FL. 33168
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May 5, 1993

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 40k
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Sirs:

i liciting comments
I understand your office is so :
from the public regarding a proposal by She]il Oildg::pany
%o drill an exploratory well on the Miccosukee In

Reservation in western Broward County. impact

From a study of the draft environmental szatenent
it is apparent that the proposed action is in cgmpl ?nc:tural
with applicable regulations and assures protection of n
resources and environmental quality. )

in the draft
therefore support the findings
environmenial impact statement on Shell s drilling plans.

Sincerely,

B

oL . May 1,143
- Gerilirmene, 7
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Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404 .

Jackson, Miss. 39206

To whom it may concern:

It has come to my attention that Shell would like to start
oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be
voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil driiling. Not
just for the preservation of the Everglades, but for the

water that it supplies South Florida. ..

. .
.

I live in Unincorrporated Fort Lau’derdale. This'is only 10

miles west from the future drilling site. I also do not have

city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water 45
supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that

it will conta;ninate my water supply. .
As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes
time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not just for the
bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from

her water supply.

Respectfully yours,

Written comments on the Draft Envirommental Statement are being
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide
your name and address. Comments should be sent to:

A de de e e e e e e o e de e e e e sk sk ok o e B s e e e o e ke
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAYL IMPACT STATEMENT

APPLICATYON_FOR_PERMIT TO DRILL
AN _EXPLORATORY WELL
ON_THE
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION

e e L RN NBOLRVALIUN

District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MississipPi 39206

Attention: Robert V. Abbey
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive
Suita 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

As a south Floridian who values
Everglades, X am

for petroleum there.

contamination will not
‘human-induced disaster.
Shall’s plans to exploit
for our wildlifa,
preservation of the unique and natur

| AGERENT
t oGO
R S

To whom it may concern:

the environmentally sensitive
to shell 0il’s plans to drill
No number of precautions can assure that
eventually occur, due either to a natural or

I urge you to meke all efforts to thwart
the Everglades. . . before it is too late
our economy, our water supply, and the

al beauty of the Everglades,

adamantly opposad

Very Concerned,

M. g
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAT, IMPACT STATEMENT

PPLICATION FO IT_TO_DRI T I
L $
* AN EXPLORATORY WELL BURER S st —
ON THE -

MICCOSUKEE INDTAN RESERVATION

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide ::
your name and address. Comments should be sent to:
- - --—=- pistrict Manager
. Bureau of Land Management -
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MississipPi 39206

Attention: Robert V. Abbey
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Wealey H. Day
Vicar's Lamlmg, Box F-310
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082

May 4, 1993

Bureau of Land Management,
411 Briarwood, Suite 404,
Jackson, Ms 39206

Gentlemen,

I am writing to you in reference to Shell's
proposal to drill a well on the Miccosukee Indian
Reservation in western Broward County of Florida.

Considering the very limited environmental effects
and the need to increase petroleum reserves within the
United States, we sincerely hope that you will give
this proposal your approval.

Very truly yours,

]

¥ A

Thou DEVY S¥ege g"ié’ ; 1993
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Mrs. Nada Deg:
10815 Hachita B.r'l‘vzo
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL!

April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office .
U. 8. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404 :

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and

MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

PLANET? ;
ives. Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature
knows what she's doing. i

Sincerely, < . _ ;
T R el |
. M2 8&.)aTH ST
FoT lawseenale, FL. 33344

May 15, 1993

PLEASE STOP THE DRILLING !} IRERR R

Help us save our valuable wildlife and preserve and wonderful

treasure such as the Everglades. There is only on Everglades
in the world help use to preserve it so that we can show our

future generations them, instead of having to say “There used
to be a wonderful place called the Everglades...”

BUREA

11 Of LD

X
CKSUN DiSTRICT

g

Save The Treasure,
Suoan QU&C‘—C«QCUW

Susan Deifallah
1180 NW 123rd St
Pembroke Pines, Fl 33024
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APRIL 10, 1993
LULIZ A. DE PAULA SANTOS
3814 NW 95 WAY

SUNRISE, PL. 33351

BUREAU OF LAMND MANAGBMENT
411 BAIadWuOD, SUITE 404
JACKSULH, i8S 39206

DEAR SIR

I A¥ WHITLMG TO YOU AND BL4 Ii SUPPURT TO A PROPOSAL BY SHELL TO DAILL A #ELL IN
SOUTH FLOHIDA ON THe MICCUSUK=E INDIAN RESERVATION IN WESTERN BRUWARD COUNTY.

ASEARCH INDICATES THAT GHOUUNDWATER VELULCITIES IN ALL OF THE AQUIFERS ARE EXTREMELY
SLOW, WHICH WOULD ALLOW ANY GAVUNDWAT:it CONTAMINATION TO BE <FFECTIVELLY CLEANED UP,
IN THE VERY UNLIKELY =VENT THAT IT SHOULD OCCUR.

THOSE GPPUSING THE DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTE OF OUR NATURAL ENERGY RESOURCES ARE
ULTIMATELY ACGAINST A MARKET BCONOMY, THZ RIGHT TO PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE
CUNTINUITY OF UUR COUNTRY AS i SUPERPOJER IN THE WORLD.

ACCORDING TO MARXISM, MAN 1S SIMPLY A MANIFESTATION OF MATTER IN A STATE OF EVOLUTION.
GIVING CONTINUITY TO THIS MARXIST CONCEFT, ECOLOGY SEES MAN AS MERE LINK IN THE
ACOLOGICAL CHAIN. HE IS A'LINK JUST LIKE A COW, A PLANT AND A PILE OF MANURE ARE,

AND THEREFORE NO MORE THAN THEY.

IN THE CRISTIAN VISION OF THINGS, MAN POSSESES AN INMORTAL SPIRITUAL SOUL THAT PLACES
HIM ABOVE ALL BEINGS OF NATURE. HE OCCUPIES A MONARCHICAL POSITION IN THE ORDER OF
THE MATERIAL CREATION “BECAUSE Mall wAS MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD" (GEN. 916) AND
RECEIVED AN UNRQUIVOCAL DIVINE COMMAND THAT MAKES HIM KING OF CREATION: “FILL THE
EARTH AND SUEDYE IT (GEN. 1:28),

THE CREATOR ESTABLISHED A HIERARCHY AMONG THE MATERIAL CHEATURES (M2N, ANIMALS, PLANTS
AND MINERALS), GIVING AN DUMTNION OVER CREATION, FOR HIM TO DISPOSE OF IT ACCORDING
TO AIS NEEDS IN HARMONY WITH DIVINE LaWw AND NATURal, LAW. BECAUSE OF THIS, MAN MAY AND
SHOULD HAISE ANIMALS, CULTIVATS THE fIEZLDS, DEVELOP THE LAND, FOUND CITISS, OPEN ROADS
AND BUILT CIVILIZATIONS.

YES, I SUPPORTRHE FINDINGS IN THE DRAPT ENVIRONMANTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ON SHELL'S
DRILLING PLANS ON TH2 MICCOSUKSE INDIAN SSARVATION. )

LUIZ XHTONIO DE PAULA SANTOS
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A.L. Diehl
5538 S.W. 88th ct.
Gainesville, FL 32608

May 5, 1993

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood, Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206
Proposal by Shell 0i1l
to Drill a Well in South
Florida

As a resident of Florida I have a keen interest in protecting
the total environment of the State and have followed the
discussions about this proposed drilling. Most of the opponents
I have heard on television are completely irrational, while

the proponents present well thought out, straightforward
arguments in favor of the proposed drilling.

I am aware that a draft environmentalr impact statement (DEIXS)
has been prepared and I understand that it supports the proposed
drilling in general. It probably would, indeed, have some short-
term disturbance to components of the human and natural
environments. So did Hurricane Andrew. From my own experience,

I would agree that long-term impacts are not likely, however.

I understand that it is the opinion of the BLM, in consultation
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, that the analysis presented
in the DEIS supports the proposal with some recommended
mitigation.

The Shell 0il Co. is a highly responsible operator and there -
is no doubt in my mind that they will conduct the drilling with
the utmost regard for the environment.

Please register my whole-hearted support for the conclusions
of the DEIS and for the proposed drilling.

Sincerely,

Q 5O 00

A.L.Diehl

yo//// ? DIIM'EL
') kY4

;ldIITATIO/V FL
33317 .

May 5, 1993
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

411 Briarwood, Sulte 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Sirs:

This letter is in reference to to the proposal for Shell 0il Company to drill
an exloratory well on the Miccosukee reservation in Western Broward county of
Florida.

I have read the DEIS that was prepared for your study and consideration. I

find that in my opinion, such drilling would have minimal effects, and no long

term effects or impact on the water, wetlands air or wildlife of the area. I

realize there will be some short term impact on the environment, but feel confident
that Shell, and the Miccosukee tribal leadership, will do everything {n their
power to minimize any effacts this drilling might have.

I am very familiar with the area involved, as well as with the needs of the
M¥iccosukee Indians. The drill site proposed is very well protected, by rodways
and levees. Should a spill occur, it would be easily contained.

While many volce strong concerns about groundwater polution potentials, it {s
common knowledge that the movement of grounduater in this area is very slow, and
that recovery of spilled products could be accomplished rather easily with present
day, simple technology. Since adjacent areas are already producing petroleum,

and have been for many years, there is little indication that this site would
cause any hardship to, or impact any species of wildlife.

Finally, the strongest justification for this effort is the probability that it
will prove to be a financial boon to the Miccosukee Indiana tribe. These people
need all the help they can get, for many of their people still live very crudely
on the reservation, clinging to the tribal ways and customs, Should they derive
financial help from this, it would provide a way to obtain income, a little more
honorable that bingo parlors and cigarette sales. It would also provide some
employment to tribal members.

I gupport the plan to drill this well, and while I am an environmentalist and a
rabid sportsman, I find no logical reason to deny the permit to do so.

Yours very truly,

V%

J. P. Dinkel
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FROGERENT
OF LAND NOY orvic

June 22, 1993

Robert Abbey

bigtrict Manager .

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive
Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Miccosukee 3-1 Well

Dear Mr. Abbey:

Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your sensesl
Drilling in the Bverglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses|
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your sensesi
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your sgenses|
If you believe learning is assimilated through repetition...read on...
Drilling in the Everglades ise insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your sensesl!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your sensges!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your sensesl
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses!

Thank you for your time and a vote to end the insanity!

Dwyexr

Te
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RC‘ID
u“d"n
DRAET ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL
AN EXPLORATORY WELL

ON THE
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION

Environmental Statementi are cll)e:gg

ted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis an e
;‘;ggE;rred alternat}:'J.ves' are specifically sought. Please provide
your name and address. Comments should be sent to:

Written comments on the Draft

District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MississipPi 39206

Attention: Robert V. Abbey
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6550 SW 4th
Pembroke Pines, FL 33023
Robert V. Abbey
District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Bharwood Dr. suite 404
Jackson, MISS 39206

Dear MR. Abbey: -

This letter is concerning the drilling for oil in the Everglades, Florida.
Although I don't completely disagree of the drilling, 1 think one must be very
careful when it comes to the endangerment of the water that millions drink in
Florida. However, 1 do agree to more detailed and less bios investigation from the
government and from the oil companies. There is another detail also, there should
regulation and inspections done everything that is done to the Everglades. Please
keep informed of anything new that goes on in the cverglades. I thank you in
advanced for mailing to me al new development on the drilling.

Truly yours, N
ol Plpraf?

Manuel Elaraj
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MAILGRAM BUEERD OF TR0 Tz i
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TOr SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBIT
1849 € STREET N.W. o
WASHINGTON» D.C. 20240  ° . .

APRIL 224y 1993

DEAR SECRETARY BABBIT»
I AM TAKING THIS OPPORTUNITY ON EARTH DAY TODAY TO ASK YOU AGAIN
TO PLEASE DO ALL THAT IS POSSIBLE TO STOP SHELL WESTERN E AND P
EXPLORLITORY OIL DRILLING IN SOQUTH FLORIDA EVERGLADES.
THIS OR ANY INVASION INTO OUR ONLY WATER SUPPLY AND THE
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE EVERGLADES 18 BEYOND BELIEF.
PLEASE HELP US SAVE THE EVERGLADESs AND THE MANY ENDANGERED
SPECIES IN THIS AREA OR WE MAY BE NEXT.
SINCERELY:
DON R. ELDERKIN
1931 S.W. J7TH AVE,
33312

FT. LAUDERDALEs FL.
- /
COMTEX TEXTEL >7[ /
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please

stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in_the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water. °

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every~-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.

e

L
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: Apt. 504
1147 Hillsboro Mile
Hillsboro Beach, FL 33062
April 26, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404 53!
Jackson, MissﬁPpl 39206

Gentlemen:

PLEASE, PLEASE do not let Shell or any other o1l
compeny drill for oil in the Everglades water conserva-
tion area. Directional drilling which starts outside the
area and then angles under the area 1s' IN the area as far
ag I am concerned. Don't let this happen, on two basess

1. Everything I have read, th National.Geographio ;
and elsewhere, indicates that the 1Glades are unique, No
place else on earth has a river so very wide and so very
shallow. I want to see this unlique feature preserved s0
my great-grandchildren may see jit--and the fragile ‘'Glades
ecosystem has already been stressed to & perilous point.

2, There 1s too much danger of seepage or leakage
of oil into into the three possible drinking water pools
west of the Biscayne aquifer, As Florida's population 45
and water demand grows, we may have to tap those sources.
It would be tragic for the people of Florida to find those
sources contaminated.

Thank you for consldering my point of view.
Very truly yours,

SHsP § S allon

Ethel E. Fallon

633 Unibelle Street
Holly 961, Florida 3212%

BUREAU OF LARD
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Dear District Manager:

.

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to pleas
e

st
op Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-

glades.
M,
ay I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our

£
ragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
b ' .
Yy & company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water.
I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every
thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.

PR - a1 ?7
/ - R
/-
/
C’, R SN s’— .(——: . 't«\.k\(!.':ZL ’
A M /

[-e #Mmc:%




1-103

1-104_

L
BUREAT OF LA 1 WAGET
o IR DS Y GORENT

-

Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May. I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water.

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.
¢

Thank you for your time.

O&Q\’\c& \093»’
At Q' W& \\<,0 F

):(: le_ \Lu't'c-

" Chartes & Lilan Fi
o 161 PL #109
Sunrise, FL 33313

; 2 /(/ /743

L ’

1-106

V. V. (VIRG} FOLAND
Bxecutive Producer

105 S.W. 7th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312
FAX: 305/524-4337

305/587-9565 Res. 305/524-4311
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May 19, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Miss 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

We implore you to stob permlits for Shell 011 Company to drill

in Florida. We feel we have a unique sub-tropical eco-system,
entitled, THE EVERGLADES!

This is not a partisan issue since both Nate Reed a
Stoneman Douglas

southexn Florida.

nd Marjory
are commlitted to preserving what's left of *

It seems that Shell may have based their applications on ouf—
dated maps and erroneous conclusions. We have had too many of
these out-dated

evaluations which continue to erode our

environment. .

Thank you. :

Sincerely,
Winnie Foster
311 57th Ave., 8.
8t. Petersburg, FL
33705
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*. 403 BAMBOO LANE

LARGO, FLORIDA 34640
MAY 17,1993

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ATTN: MR. ROBERT ABBEY

411 BRIARWOOD, SUITE 404
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39206

DEAR MR. ABBEY:

1 AM WRITING TO YOU ON BEHALF OF MY FAMILY, AS WELL AS ON BEHALF OF THE
MEMB$S OF THE SUNCOAST GROUP OF THE SIERRA CLUB LOCATED IN PINELLAS
Co “FLORIDA. THE SUNCOAST GROUP HAS OVER 1,500 MEMBERS WHO ARE-
CONCERNED WITH PROTECTING FLORIDA'S THREATENED NATURAL RESQURCES.
OUR DRINKING WATER IS ONE OF OUR MOST PRESCIOUS RESOURCES, YET ITS
PURITY AND AVAILABILITY ARE UNDERGOING DAILY ASSAULTS.

ONE OF THE MOST GRIEVOUS PLANNED ASSAULTS IS THAT OVER WHICH YOU
HAVE AUTHORITY TO DECIDE...THE APPLICATION BY THE MICCOSUKEE INDIANS
TO PERMIT DRILLING BY SHELL WESTERN E & P IN BROWARD COUNTY.

HOW COULD THIS PROPOSED ACTION NOT BE A THREAT TO THE DRINKING WATER
OF THE RESIDENTS OF THIS STATE WHEN THE DRILLING FOR OIL WILL BE IN
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE WATER CONSERVATION AREA 3 AND MAY ANGLE
UNDER THE CONSERVATION AREA? .

DIDN'T THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUE THE STATE OF FLORIDA RECENTLY TO
PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF THE EVERGLADES AND WIN THAT SUIT WITH THE
RESULT THAT TAXPAYERS ARE NOW PAYING TO RESTORE THE EVERGLADES AND
ITS ECOSYSTEM? HOW CAN THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, A FEDERAL
AGENCY, NOW ACT AGAINST THE ISSUES OF THAT SUIT...PROTECTION OF A
FFIEBR% RESOURCE AND THE THREAT TO THE DRINKING WATER OF SOUTHEAST

FLORIDA'S WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS ANNOUNCED RECENTLY THAT THEY
STRONGLY OPPOSED THE APPLICATION FOR DRILLING ON THE MICCOSUKEE
LAND. MANY AREAS IN FLORIDA ARE UNDER WATER RESTRICTIONS, THERE ARE
ALREADY WATER DISAGREEMENTS (WARS) GOING ON BETWEEN COUNTIES AS TO
THE AVAILABILITY OF WATER RESOURCES, AND THE COST OF WATER IS GOING UP
ACCORDINGLY. WE MAY BE FACING SERIOUS SHORTAGES IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

HOW CAN THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PERMIT SUCH DRILLING FOR OIL
IN THE FACE OF THIS REALITY? IT IS THE SOLEMN RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE
COUNTRY AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF ITS PEOPLE.

THE INTEGRITY OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA'S DRINKING WATER MUST TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER THE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS OF AN OiL. COMPANY AND A
MISGUIDED NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBE. REFUSING THIS PARTICULAR USE OF
THEIR LAND CANNOT BE CONSTRUED A “TAKING.”

WHEN ALL IS SATID AND DONE, ONE FACT SHOULD DETERMINE THE OUTCOME:
WOULD THIS DRILLING BENEFIT THE "COMMON GOOD" OR WILL IT ENDANGER IT?

SINCERE! Y YOURS, ‘

25

| FOR
é GODSAKES
£

SAVE THE
EVERGLADES!

' A
Jackson District Office pril 18, 1993

Bureou of Lond Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Miss 39206

Dear Sir or Madem,

The proposed scheme to allow Shell Df} t
0 drill for ofl in the
more of a long term governments! policy to damage them, Ererglodes s

My wifs end I are senfors who have be
en been visiting the Everglades f
ggg:l:db;(:igiarrs.thbugn% thet time we have witnessed the conttnging i
of the Glades for many r
ooy the Glo Y reasons. These include a number of
The encroachment of genera) develo,
pment from the press of popul

The interference with the noturs) flow of water from the pogrli; p:::;::ﬂ
woter regulotion system, courtesy of the US, Army Engineers

The egricultural chemicals introduced into the water in the F.:verglodes

Nowr comes the threot of an exponsion of
ofl exploration o
development of oil fields, courtesy of Shell end your Bure:: {he possible

Enough i3 enough, oil field develo )
, pers are sloppy, careless peop!
belleve what they tell you. The truth s not in them. Turn ufempd:;v‘:s et

Yours truly, o~
eesrart

flaranro Evonman
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2510 N.E. 35th Street
Lighthouse Point, FL 33064
April 28, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Gentlemen:

I am writing tb register my opposition to Shell®
proposal to drill for oil in the Everglades. ®

Let's be honest. You know and we all know that
drilling in the Everglades will sooner or later
have an impact on this fragile and unique part of
Florida, and that impact will be neqative.

Haven't the Everglades suffered enough abuse alréady?

There is no commercial consideration in this world

t?a; can justify putting the Everglades at further
risk.

’
We are ANGRY,
Sincerely,

/i’/!'/?rm\ 7% %zﬂ//)ﬁj

Arthur M. Priedrichs

-
i BUREAU OF LAND
.. JACXSON msm'n’c%%em

Drau23 (FF3 A
Qrardnr ﬁ%e;u
SAoore spe cuil?, -
LBl iy 2pocenit 25 O Brcnc
e Ll ooy Bt s e Pat Gl
T 2 i gty Fe Kt
LAeZh 2 8erayor DT -
Beeok. prazreiy -
Otirrwlitlotrec o ppcpd7 T
Lo Pl Bruih b e sr
At 1t e oo ler, T
Ao 1o Crnoille po pregasbomon Tl e
7ydé2'£r Lace 2 Sanl2st
P Lo /‘;Z7¢ :;,ﬂ/.zd\c.z:m 2
Plrz ot prespoes’ THe Chellbres
oY AT Lo o Aopri e 7E et
/Qmor( et N X P fo-u 4_-;1
Celsipncd, é’:‘“"‘ﬁ/
0 e
FreiscH




1-111

-112

7-£l—r } " N —————————
el 19% \ Q/M Refoty, v~ T
upd Digbietm M, W e
Reat oS, ey % 1113
Gerld Fate 210 s.& st Fosmee  Pomfano feach /-FL “FRebo

Thau ‘C)"oct.

for L;s{'(m;j 45 our Commants.

T am « R:x.‘s"era‘ Kefub\;:an, bok qM}qlSo coclarWJ‘

abouk the \rw.;x\H\ of +he Evu‘jltwlts ECosw-/‘fm-

K ead i tha g;%!, At Ao,
Qi:@fd'm > ”M

A2 /Z‘\"—MK. al

¥ Ths ecosystem has baen up«b.,\\\( abusdd.

M The Pﬂi‘f'
to ba k«l%kr
T can Take Fham inte  tha Ev«J[qg((j - :U‘o)/

’I'\ZS fsl
The

loe
So 'H\q‘,' whan T have

yrs- and T would 1ike i+
CL,‘IJI-th

o ershl'yc

< QA Mans{

othoer Foer O'F knujy

redwction which feed To be Suffo{’}‘egp.

lease ,

Chanar the focos Ffram P{ha chemicals

(P\'“S& ,5°PP°(“\‘ q\\'«fnq\"\\lé Yo the &\ A.fll“.-}j
T the &vu;lad-gh ‘

e ./Z’kﬂe, Llonldn, CVUL?/(N&U ,

t‘gﬂ /('; @é@ ,&474/,0 ’? Céc L'éé

Foorts S e Bt
© > ek dolid

Aol 0%7:4;@) wwer aalil, ool ?ﬁyfz‘:’@/

?/w:,m[, F ot iola s il nits b

ocearn.. We Sane /ﬂ//p/'%jw_“j& _

rith aink fotew allreadly. ,

e’ oftale reined

iy ing A5
/ﬂé’?Z& ﬁ& 7

UM

nilling ioe on ahewsd

mm‘a
-,%AL&W

1-113

1-114

. Bautew ancwé) 07)/«{!9"-«7',
L Sy

L Cyr—

o T daibl e il

.Wﬂh&gﬁwmzdﬂuuja,wwz? o
: M .Q%):’Alt»-w M‘[L .[/4 2 42/’ 117“7 w2l

o A

do

yrysweeeeyy VoS ,.o,wéQ.
e~ A2 473:4{4 =7

R Avtade o

i

—”J}M&%‘J‘MW DpfTY Pranginss’

— AWMDR_VS'/?W!V olo.all ~ve Cor—

-)./(, AV

2,993
TR EIVEr 7

MAY TI0®
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT .
JACKSON DISTRICT OFFICE J
,
o o 4,,///7 Shote

(&E.zs) //t"’

Y4 »@W%ﬂm*;ﬁ—/ p/),‘{dfr::

£ Arl
Qragle %1 oo 7
,@ng Bomdiches-

cmny/e—

’ cdmi,.——

| @/P/I 7 »62/\—'—

JOHH GALLO
838 Forest 14ill Bivd.
W Palm Beu.h, FL 33405

. ADRIAN AUMEN
Talk about outrageous.
With all the predictions about how
much it's golng to cost us to clean up the
Everglades and the water wars that could

still wants to drill In the middle of the -~
Everglades. .

The very idea of poking more holes in
the already alling system and increasing
risks to wildlife and water supplles {s
nothing short of arrogant.

plan by presenting an Environmental
Impact Statement that uses outdated
maps and information. It only skims the .
. ~ surface.of.Issues such.as the effectson, _

The proposed drill site is at the edge of
the Big Cypress National Preserve
(located by the Collier/Broward line, north
of Alligator Alley) and the world-
renowned sawgrass marsh, & conservation
ared that keeps Broward and Dade ’
countles from running out of water,

- State rules prohibit direct drilling In the

8 way around it - by drilling at an angle.
The drilling rig would be outside the
conservation area, on land owned by the
Miccosukee Indians (read: federat land).
The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet
east - smack dab in the conservation area,
at 18,850 feet down.

Sk,

The drilling rig would stand in a cattle
pasture within 200 feet of a canal and
only 1,000 feet from a pumping station
that funnels water into the Everglades
water catchment areas, Imagine whata
hurricane could do with that setup,

The area is also home to Florlda

divide South Florida, Shell Ofl Company «-.-

So is Shell's attempt to “greenwash” the -.

groundwater and future restoration plans. -

conservation area, so Shell came up with | -

[ECO
Let Shell drill in Hell

panthers, wood storks, Everglades Kites,
Everglades minks and, in the Shell study’s
own Incriminating words, “other
waterfoul” (sic). .

Shell's tenacity would make you think it
éxpects to find a pool of oll the size of
Prince William Sound, but even the
experts doubt there's ' .

mEEEIVE"

lJ’]!L W2ses J'L‘, ':

.. much to be found. There's ' rilir~53; e Frre de
not much oll in Florids, .- What you can do - .
and the ofl that's here Is .~ Unless something ...
of such poor quality that . changes, the U.S.

* it's hardly worth refining. - Department of the Interior
Could it be worth losing gpm fo approve
the Everglades? - - helrs P'ansgm -

Shell admits that, it - -~ SB““’M“ cam“’a““nd' g

finds off, it's likely to seck 2.
more drilling. It also K

the stations; here’s:some_

“*idmits that spills are
‘Inevitable. A
Esxcxon and other firms
drilling nearby have bzen ; .
unable to prevent spitls. . W‘m';’é"s'&hmm -
Almost 163,000 gatlonsof :
crude olf and 120,000 w"ggg"%g‘c‘ 20240 .
gallons of plant-idlling (202) 208:7150
brine already have been Brosmee® °
spilied in the Everglades u QMN
area. Unchecked, one Protection Agency
galion of petroleum can . A01MSueet, SW
contaminate onemillion - Washington, D.C. 20460 .
gallons of drinking water. . (202) 2604700
That's why about 300 : B
South Floridians, and even R°b‘":.xa£":{m'
B ! crammeda g uyrof Land Management
public hearing tn Jackson Distict Offics
Broward County to talk 421 Briarwood Dve,
with Washington Sulte 404 :
bureaucrats on the fssue. Jackson, MS 22203 ., -
“Tell Shell to drill in 5 IR
Helll” yelled some folks.

Others are-cutting up their Shell credit
cards and taking their business elsewhere.
Not a bad idea. .
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April 15, 1993

¥ :OMPANY to
DO__NO IOW Shell or ANY OIL C to
3 This
, IN THE EVERGLADES of FLORIDA!III i
323%% ie an EXTREMELY FLAGRANT USE of_yur NEEG
LANDS and WATER TABLES; which are ALREADY POLU-

IMM3SELY OVER-USED.
tEDI%ngou allow Shell, or anyone, tO drllilagT_
the Everglades; it will LEAQ TO ALMOST UN .
ED DRILLING in the future! Everyone will want par
o s sotion, This willisurely lead to DISAS-
TERSBS POLLUTIONt ! - '

e Lo mrdloar i e
gukgg Indlans D9 NOT NERD. AthR THAT We CaN urt

THENK you vVery much, .

e, V0, W"Z‘W =

May 3, 1993

IV E [
MAY 101093 1%

TAANAGELENT
au‘}f.ﬁ(’s%wﬁ?m OFFICE

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

This is written to express my approval of and support for the
conclusions of the draft environmental impact statement concerning
the Shell 0il proposal to drill a well in South Florida on the
Miccosukee Indian Reservation in western Broward County.

I'm enclosing a copy of my original letter to you on this
subject, and would like to offer.one additional comment. Eor
things to work right in this country, we must all stop saying - ?y
all means do something about it (whatever it might be), but don't
do it in my back yard."

rely,

A. P. Garner
470 village Place
Apartment 208
Longwood, FL 32779

.

April 24, 1991

Mr. Bert fRodgers

Jackson District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Sir:

This is written in support of the Shell 0il Company proposal
to drill a well on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward
County, Florida. It seems to me there can be no doubt that we need
to pursue every reasonable possibility for increased praduction of
DOMESTIC energy of every kind.

Shell 0il Company has an outstanding record of environmental
responsibility, as recognized by the U. S. Interior Department
Conservation Award. In recent years, they have reduced total
estimated emissions (annual SARN report) by 0%, and have cut by
877 the volume of hazardous waste from of fshore operations, We
Bq?d more citizens (private, corporate and guvernmental) like Shell

it.

The proposed well location is on drained grazing tand - not
pristine Everqlades -~ and is in an area which has already produced
almost 100 million barrels of oil since 1943 without serious
environmental impact. The drilling plan meets all gavernmental
requlations and includes, among other precautions, the construction
of a four foot berm around the drilling site, use of reinforced
plastic liners under the rig, and a totally enclosed adrilling
fluids system.

There is one other point that | can't resist raising, simply
because I've never heard anyone else mention it. I moved from
Texas to Florida in 1967, and | like Flurida very much. However
1 do get a bit tired of listening to all the calamity-~howling abaut
the adverse effects of off-shore drilling for oil. don't
remember ever hearing a Floridian say he had refused to buy gas for
his car because it might have come from a well off-shore of Texas.

cc: Governor Lawton Chiles
Senator Bob Graham
Senator Connie Mack
Representative B8ab McCollum
Shell 0il Company
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May 14, 1993 num““nmsmmoﬁ
WieKso!

Dear Mr.»@bey: SAVE THE ENV{gBNMENT

Please deny Shell 0il a permit to drill an
exploratory well in the Florida Everal ades.

An exploratorPkoil well may mean a real oil
well which wi

4 mean, "There go the Everglades!"”

o8

A5 Torss aritie
3700 %W 9908 Ave S0t 1120
Coral Springe 1L 23063
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i TheuRen
b these stare in o vase gatanie munmmulmun.mmwm ¥, conial

We 850 have 1he power 10 save it

The 4r1h 8nd ils betng aysiams Rave evotved I
Jor tive biion years . . . and now man and his : -
/ . Technoiogy Reve the powss 10 desuioy it ax. { B

1-121

7&1::—;(, ¥, /003
ﬂw«-«wrz pnct )hcbv‘fy""M : .

Lyt : idlfeny Loy ShlE
7° el i
Lluceps '4»// Z/é;; t«wm*“’ﬂ//-«' -1

Lo ConndSy F- Grrreln

-/?tuww'sz g//{mlén/dv«r .
/VA.,[t"um
S

'%%Wawq&&e%/b/ﬁﬁ/ o /%/

st

iﬂwwﬁ%fﬁy“,m

FEc €

p %‘ff’;:”‘/”"’ ’{”‘fj - i
” WJ;(K/‘M/M%

P) EGEIVE]:
.[{_J_ MAY | 2 1993 m

W’MWW /w
% M o) £ ‘.?44«-/ A
/ W (1"’/ p/—%‘-‘/ {
g 22 /(-.uu [/c 2 k L. Ntt: <P TS - gt AL
Ny - F e //‘,,_/

45

21

_Dmr Me /.\L,):,e,]

I ,\a..s Come -
o ~lo my a.HCn‘I':o»
9\4:“ Ol Co. deroty '
. =
5”* E'ven,lc\de.s. Ths ~roubtes
Mo and o few of g Lrends
T Al:utri(qddf s ‘
‘ GSdem
15 .S'eu.‘{"\ rlo"\:.‘&') N PR VEN [T ¥
Sveplu, The ‘alades e
P u\ Ylades 15 odr“;tv' un -
Lal«nual e c,m‘“ wand 4, S K
-+ AA)\IMO(?L-,
. i 0’ s foor § ‘”‘U*— hows w.(_L“
) 3 ke 4—"&'\590"‘?& ? Whed S Vherels .
en ol sl 4"«-‘\5'030“"' e B
4L
A\v‘fuf T+'s Juyl to0 /‘tsk..dl
_) Aon‘\' Yhink people o4 S /"/ondk.
\f"-{g\\’t(_ “’\’* e‘clthde Pfr)la'em‘- we
v ‘ .novJ, Z o\c—\" Haa g 4L~¢,t.‘
wint D ek Ay mpre,

wantos 4 o

Ar&lnq.t’ ¢

H\a\ ;kou)cD dn I Some where
clakie ! T Wwiode IR oo~y
Kaow T cace, T Aoy

wole
,t/ * (1 oy

wiaT  ¥wig,

T han 14 Ljou

Ell
Darr{n Goud




1-124

4-30-93

f that oerDily For

s
SUREAD OF URID ANAGE! i / .
B o DISTRIGT OF ;/y Aﬁ‘ +hiw

0"} . 'f’/(ry E/verq}M&,( SXau/&/ be %E
| | /{a// mort <3
S 'm,//aww@ SIFT \i:%

wmA/ﬂ_/ f-&// ygm w' )7 ) \3
. . - 3707

[71?"\7 67/{{ gL l/&f‘faj /)éw/ CJm/S//"//ﬁJ'/

r

5 yf/éw/ e Cacta-
Tinvalot, GEL 33221

;h{%?‘/’ 1972
Lorterr V. Aty

A dcer Thr - -
z’ ¢ oL oolJrA/
oope T e T

% Nns 37as 4 _!
M’»&&- ﬂM/ N
bQW c 7 Z:ﬁ“/‘-" o, ILcttA
duige o e Gn L g,‘{/(,,,a,,
o i u/Z/—ZZta. e
%K—dé ﬁgp /C“‘ﬂd /’/4‘
Aecractecs

g s

1-125

1-126

SIDNEY GOLDIN [

) 327 3AN JUAN DRIVE (BOX 383 o—
l PONTE VEORA BEACH, FLORIDA 3208, 'ﬂéﬁf‘fm
Lo b 1. om;L.

é May 7, 1993
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

. Gentlemen:
As your files have revealed, I previously have written
you under separate cover in support of the proposal of
Shell 0il Company of Houston, Texas to drill a well in-
south Florida on the Miccosukee Indian Resexrvation in
western Brevard County. As I understand it, a draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS) has been prepared
for the Bureau of Land Management by Dames & Moore
Consulting Company in Boca Raton, Florida. I anm writing
to strongly urge you to support the conclusion of the

E o]
. DEIS.

5 The DEIS states that the drilling of the proposed

exploratory well would cause some short term disturbance

to components of the human and natural environments, but
would not have a significant impact on water, air,
vegetation, wetlands, or wildlife. Further, that
measures to mitigate short term disturbances are
recommended in the document and will be implemented.
According to the environmental study, investigations
indicate that the important potable ground water sources,
such as the Biscayne aquifer and sensitive water bodies
such as water conservation area 3A are sufficiently
protected by distance and physical barriers so as to be
unaffected by the proposed drilling. Additionally,
! ground water velocities in all of the aquifers are
extremely slow which would allow any underground
contamination to be effectively cleaned up in the very
. unlikely event that it should occur.

Therefore, supporting my past position, I strongly urge
your approval for the drilling of the proposed
exploratory well.

Trusting that you will give our recommendation strongest
consideration and final approval, I am,

Yours very truly,

! ’

dney ldin

Boca Raton, Florida
May 5, 1993 -

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Nanager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwvood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr Abbey:

I am writing to support the draft environmental impact
report (DEIS) prepared for you by Dames and Moore Consulting
Company.

I have been a resident of Florida for many years and have
a real interest in protecting the environment but I am also
aware of the public need of the many items made from crude oi1,
for which, unfortunately we must largely depend on foreign im-
ports.. The conclusion of the DIES report seem to make it clear
that no long range environment damage will result and I am sure
the short range concern can be correctd. In view of this I again
strongly support the DIES report findings and urge its acceptance.

Sincere}ly,

B

510 N.E. Kay Terrace
Boca Raton, Florida 33432

BungRy
~— Jhexen
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Bureau of Land Management —3
411 Briarwood Drive BUREEL OF LAIID EAHAZEISENT
Suite 404 JRENSDN WISVAIET QrFICE |

Jackson, Miss, 39206
Dear Sir/Madam:
| It is unbelievable that you would alled 01l ar11iing to take
place in the Florida Everglades. I am very sﬁbngly opposed to
this and must streQuously'voice gy objection to this action.
Even with allrirgbé;tions belhg taken against an ofl spill,
there are still many reasons against oil drilling in the Evergla.’
ades, Tﬁe-animals, some of whom are on the Endangered Species
List, are at risk Just by having the people and equipment there.
They would retreat from the area and they don't have anywhere
else to go as all the areas surrounding the Everglades are
populated and heavily built up. i.e. Florida Panther

What about the water tables? The drilling is certain to
disturb them. They want to dril) right through our water supply.
If a spill occurs and even if it is contained there is no guar-
antee that our water will not be contaminated! This our supply
of drinking water that is being put in jeopardy!

There are also rare forms of vegetation that could be
harmed or eliminated by the entry of an oil rig and crew. It
has been proven in the past i.e, straighteniﬁg of the inland
waterways, that disruption of our natural enviroment is dangerous.
The Everglades are essential to the balance of nature in Florida.

It would be totally irresposible to allow drilling in the

Everglades. The only people who want this drilling want it for

1-130 "

only one rééson, GREED. They are not concerned with the well
being of the people of Florida or the satety. of the animals or
total envir&lnent. If you give them an inch of land to drill on
they will want a mile and more in the future. Then the Ever-

glades will be no more and Florida will no longer be able to

exist as it does now.

STOP AND TP!INK NOW!

Yours ,truly / / ] .
/Mf/ Al

“Heather Grand

2112 Cypress Bend Dr. S. Apt. 806
Pompano Beach, FL 33069 :

MAY 2, 1993

TO: BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

FROM: DAVID GREEN
SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

I SUPPORT THE FINDINGS IN THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT ON SHELL OIL COMPANY’S DRILLING PLANS ON THE
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION.

Apm e
DAVID GREEN
1311 CALCUTTA DR
GULF BREEZE, FL.32561




1-131

1-132

I

1994 Mid Ocean Circle
sarasota, FL 34239
May 4, 1993

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwvood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

) OF LAND 1
DRt i

Gentlemen:

I understand that one of the large oil companies is
requesting permission to drill on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.

In my estimation due to our dependancy on foreign oil
permission should be granted, providing the oil company gives you
assurance that any damage of any xind will be promptly corrected.

We in the United States of America have encountered diffi-
culties in the past, and oil companies should be encouraged to

develbp gources for gas and oil here at. home.

_1225::222%?/Z;:j:;;;i:,{f77<:;252;Z;C>1‘\.

Edward B. Green
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May 12, 1983
Bureau of Land Management:

My family and I moved to Pensacola Florida from Traverse City
Michigan three years ago. We chose to live in Pensacola
because it resembled Traverse City in many ways. We consider
ourselves fortunate to live in such a beautiful State.

While living in Northern Michigan we were exposed to a
controversial subject. Several oil Companies held mineral
Jeases in the Pigeon River National forest but were unable to
drill because of potential environmental problems. The final
outcome was the Department of National Resources gave Shell
0il Co. permission to operate the wells in behalf of all of

the oil companies.

The drilling program resulted in a minimal environmental
impact. Many of the DNR officers believed that the program
actually enhanced the wildlife habitat.

Shell 0il Co. demonstrated there professionalism by exceeding
the requirement of the State and the Department of National

Resources in many of there operating procedures. Based on the .
prudent practices demonstrated in this program I’m supporting f
the proposal to drill in the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Y

Broward County Florida.

1 would like a summary of the environmental impact statement
and any further updates in this matter.

Sincerely,

J.J. Guyett

3103 Brittany Pl.
Pensacola, Florida
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900 Intracoastal Dr.
- Ft. Lauderdale FL 33

May 3, 1993

kson District Office
gzgeau of Land Management 404
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite
Jackson, Miss. 39206

304

Beause I believe this is tezribly 1mpoxtant, I am Hritiug

to ask that:

NO DRILLING be permitted in our Everglades

This in response to a notice ue of the Fo
i P in a recent issue of rt

Lauderdale SUN SENTINEL.

’

rirbleirsy

Eleanor Haarmeyer
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April 18, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Hanagement
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss, 35206

Dear Mr, Abbey,

I read about the heazings on the Proposed driiyi
the Bverglades g a recent article in the Plorg

Part of your decision making Process, 1 would
consider these additional comments,

though I reaq the daily Papers and watch the TV news.

It s

and welfare of a whole immediate Population, both
animals, for the sake of benef!tlnq a private co
sdy an influentia) private company. As you well
operation would be very risky in terms of an oil spi11
the best of safeguards in place, Unfoztunately, I don*
that there can be enough safequards. And
catautrophe, who will foot the bi11? Shell? Th
taxpayers? I think the priorities arxe all mi

since I had not seen or heard of any notices of the hear

ng by Shell 011 in
da Sun-Sentiney,
urge you to

hearing)
ing evep

eems ludicrous to me that you would considey risking the health

umans ang

mpany or should 1
know, such an

even with
t believe

in the event of a

I would Yespectfully ask that you consider all of these things ang

make the fright! decisfon s Lo, disallow this

8inceral

4700 Sherwood Forast Drive
Dolay Boach, FL 33445

Pending n

ightmare.
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1 Paggy & Robaert James Hall
14 Shore Orive
-y Bay Polnt |
S Key West, FL 33040-8520

¢ ! Robert V. Abby
Digtrict Manager
"Bureau of Land Management
" 411 Briorwood Drive Suite 404

e

{ Recently it has come ) }
S%Q;Ikto optain‘q;qell'pernth@n:endeq,to‘drgl},benga:h.the Everglades iy
: Consewvation arfea lBA{iﬁf'eatchﬁog'oil?iaThiﬁfis:vety'diatrubing to my
self and many of my friendd and re!ntioﬂs?_pecause we have already wit-
nessed first hand the destruetion that can’come to a wilderness- or '’ 4
jensitive ecosystem when the implementation of even the slightest amoun!
_@g:disturbance;:_l 1ive in the Florida Keys and in less than 15 years®
# kinow the tragedy of too many peopla and too much development in this ;
g:iréai. Most of the fish are gone, the gulf is no longer thriving with.
("11fe; 4n fact it has been so devastated (5ust by over population, boats
fisherman) that it is a perverbial desert out there. NO Coral, NO - .
Y Urchins, NO life, but gome barracuda ard sharks. This could hava been
* avoided by education and some planning. Now Key West is using injection
.‘wells that directly contaminate the water and ground table further.
£ This 1s bad enough. Now.we have & chance to say “NO" to this drilling
Tet's say "NO" don't destroy the only link to life left for Florida,
the Everglades is our #1 resource of water for wildlife and the state. .~
It has been severely threatened already by covering it up and building
_on_top of the precious ecosystem. Pieases save our only last hope for -
for Florida's growth. o AR oo

‘to my attentio “that there is & request from 55;11{%%

We' ara truly concerned citizens of thes&—nhltad:Statés of Ametiél.i;"
i need to remain proud of our country and the first step is our care o
i natural resourses.. : ‘... i.h.7i it T
> Florida has alﬁnys"ﬂn;ﬁh;“e 2 3
any; kindooy We are, determin
" ' 1;‘-.‘-‘,;1).- rdab s
(R

‘abd’ £or drillfn)

ok,

Tw
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P . JOl\l\ E. Hnrmnn
900 N. Broad St. - 4130
Brookaville, Florida 34601

May 6, 1993.

H

EIVE
MY 01098 |

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
411 Briarwood, Suite 404,
Jackson, MS 39206.

BUREAU OF LAND IZLRAGERGNT
JRCKSON DISTRICI DFFICE __j

In Re: Proposed Exploratory drilling well by
Shell 01; Company in western Broward
County, Florida.

Dear Sirs:

As one who has followed the U.S, 0il In-
dustry for over 50 years, I urge your favorable
action on the requested permit to drill this
well, for three paramount reasons.

First, as a nation, we need all additional
petroleunm reserves that can be found by exploraz-
tory drilling. Our whole economic structure is
fuelled and fed by oil & gas., And the availabili-
ty of foreign sources can not be assured, as we
have learned in recent years. And we manage tb find
only about as much as we use currently.

Second, You could not find a better oil
company than Shell for this test. As the largest
offshore producer with extensive experience in all
types of delicate and difficult drilling operations
from the Gulf Coast to California to Alaska to the
Bering Sea and overseas, they have never had a
serious accident to foul the environment,

Third, Shell has a highly developed policy
and program to enhance our environment, and spares
no effort to avold any material degradation of
the enviponment, Their record is outstanding,

Respectfully yours,

ot & Yrtncae,

4

. )

Mr. Robert Abbey ' ) EeEIVE Bl
Jackson District Office kﬂ
Bureau of Land Management ﬂ P b grm 1!
[$  aadi}

i t

411 Briarwood Drive jubil
Suite hob
Jackson, Miss. 139206 S

Dear Mr. Abbey,

I am writing to exfress my deep concern and abhorrence to
possible drilling in search of oil in our everglades.

I strongly recommend reviewing Shell 0il's motive, promises
and consequence of an exploratory well being 8o near the
Biscayne Aquifer. (Please review the problems and deficlency
of Big Cypress Swamp.)

The ancient marshland is a key link in our water supply,
moderates our climate and attracts one million plus tourists

to our area. It has been decreed a place of safety for
wildlife and a zone of our planet where life naturally occurs -
set apart from development. Such an area is vital and not

an appropriate place for industrial activity. -

Rest assured I will do all I can to stop any drilling and
will encourage all Floridian's and American's to speak out -
write out and vote out against this!

Sincerely,

A /Z/a,wﬂ V0693

Denise Harris

1536 N.E. 30th Court

Pompano Beach, FL 33064
Voter Registration # 1660823

cc:1 Gov., Chiles
Pres. Clinton
Vice Pres. Gore
Sen. Shaw
Rep. Rayson
Shell 0il
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Dear District Manager: “"‘}Eé‘k‘s%.‘_ A A
I am a concerned South Florida resA:I'.de'nt asking you to please .
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever.- s 3
glades. s
v May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
e~ oot LS9z fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened

/.f- /h’t)’ Cd"“‘al-” .
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by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense'-,,"‘,_‘
of our main source of fresh water. o
I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every=- -

thing in my power to see that it is stopped..

Thank you Ffor your time.

(?wM\AL”>'
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* April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S, Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

' Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
. critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

PLANET?

Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature
knows what she's doing.

Sincerely, K %MO/K.L’LJ ’

EE—

-!ﬂl,—'}.._-‘..;_— .22 H
E:,f' 268w fY|
i

H ;._..._._.___—_._.
H 1 OF LAID L3 VISCELENT
Bun%"('s‘c s DISIRIST OFFICE

st SN e d

Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Sulte 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contanmination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or .
human~induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart ’
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late ' -
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the’
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,
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April 15, 1993

Jackson District Office '""L‘s‘ﬂ\.... .
Bureau of Land Management ] ,:”Q‘M B f:'
411 Briarwood Drive i “*ﬂ,}‘
Suite 404 1 ap if

Jackson, Miss. 39206 ! | R 9 iogs L&{
To Whom It May Concern; meﬁﬂu

I fervently hope that there is somebody who is
concerned about the impending decision to sacrifice another
natural environment.

I am writing to express my emphatic opposition to the
idea of drilling fPr oil in the Everglades. Having just now
found out that this is even a considération, I am writing in
a state of disbelief. M )

How many oil spills, with accompanying sights of
desecrated shorelines and suffering oil-slicked animals are
we going to have to view on T.V. before we learn that there
is no such thing as a “safe" oil operation?

What consideration has there been given to how Shell
Western's oil drilling obetation, and the surrounding
environment will be s;teguarded during a hurricane? One 22“
look at Andrew's destruction should speak a thousand words.

I admit to driving an automobile that needs petroleum.
products to function. I realize the oil companies must
gearch for fuel somewhere, but more than that, I realize the
need for protected areas in this vastly beautiful land of

ours. The Everglades are supposed tc be one of those

Y su
- fter enough damage from
earby encroachment.

sub
Ject it to more of manking:

ci‘!illzntion '

Pleage let'g not
, .
8 "gafegw attempts ¢, fulfin;

eeds of the naturaj

ou ‘
L needsg while 1gnot1ng the
n
environment,

Sincereyy,

- .

el Al g g
gégda A Hiiy
1l s, Ocea
n Dr.
Hollyvood, Florid; gggiQPHR
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202 S. W, 63 Avenue
Plantation, FL 33317
May 9, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
District Manager

Bureau of lLand Management
411 Briarwood Drive #404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Sir:

I am writing to you to urge®that the application of the
Shell oil Company for permission to drill for oil in the
Everglades be challenged and denied.

The Everglades is a syefem unique in the entire world,
Not only is it a natural wcnder, but it serves as a
recharge area for the potable water of thousands of
puople.

The Everglades is a fragile, water-soaked land that has
undergone tremendous stress and deprivation, Its flora
and fauna have been decimated. The land now needs restor-
ation. The proposed drilling would further damage this
life-giving area and would set a terrible precedent for
further destruction. Drilling brings roads, storage areas,
support facilities, and general ruin to a pristine area.
The run-off from drilling would mean death to the immed-
iate environment, wildlife destroyed, and the way opened
for other incursions into an area that should be secure
from for-proflt adventures.

South Florida citizens count on this land for protection and -
recharge of their aquifer. This world-class environmental ;-
treasure should not be destroyed for the specious arguement
that we need oil. Conservation and other energy sources
should be pursued by our government rather than the des-
truction of our environmentally sensitive and productive
natural lands.

Sincerely yours,

Fﬁk,@&w;ﬂ&@ﬂ/\%ﬁ/ S
elen Hirschfeld :.; o T .
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILLI

April 19,1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the “caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures

- for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition, There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

PLANET?

knows what she's doing.

Sincerely, ~ AZ }/A
Pl e s

\

i Leave the Everglades alone, Mother NamreA
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John J. Hopkins
51 Pine Drive
Homosassa, FL. 34446

May 14, 1993

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Sulle 404

Jackson, MS. 39208 Re. Miccosukee Indian Res. - Shell Olt

Dear Sls:

in connection with the proposal of Shell Oil Company to driit a wellon
Ihe Miccosukee Indlan Reservation, 1 would like to register my suppori of the proposed
project.

it appears that Shelt has Investigated the impacls on the area and the

environment with the preparation of a draft environmental stalement prepared a
respected consulling firm and that the concluslons are favorable for the venlure.

Shell Is a company that Is strongly Influenced In the direction of
environmentat prolectlon and has the financial support to provide the necessary
saleguards to prevent deleterlous effects.

Therefore, In the absence of any previously unknown negalive Impacls. |
support the Shell proposal which should Improve our country's position in providing a
needed domestic producl using American labor.

yws lruly/ ‘% /M

John J. Hopkins
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL!

April 19,1993  °

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:. .
Native Americans have a saying that they are the “caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures

for the next seven (7) generations,

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn, If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

. PLANET?
r Natu ives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature
knows what she's doing.

Sincgrely,
XG\%Z\WAQ
133 S 19

A Laud, F£-33317

devel—are e -

L e -5 88 |1

U OF LAND WATAGEL
,_ﬁ"ﬁk‘énsou DISTRIST OFFIC

C/}lelﬂq

— o
M?E 3969/ -
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D). GEITES
il 1T |5
! :
B&i ETTSEN 8§352~4 Summerlin Road
b, f GehitE jFort Myers, FL 33919

May 8, 1993

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

»
Gentlemen:

As a Florida citizen, I would like to regi
ister
::gfg::tgor tge Draft Environmental Impact Stgtementmznsgﬁgyf'
$xplora ;i rilling plans on the Miccosukee Indian Reservati:
It y rm conviction,that this type of work is essential o
e future welfare of the State of Florida. entlal to

Very Truly yours

ozrs A Hforler




April 22,

Robert Abbey
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Sulte 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206
Dear Mr. Abbey,
RE; Drilling of Exploratory Well by Shell Inc.
on the Miccosukee Indian Reservatiaon
in Broward County

to inform

The nature of this letter is
drilling in such an

concern with the risk involved in
environmentally gensitive area. As a geclogy student at Broward
_Communi ty College, my fellow students and 1 are continually
keeping abreast of potential hazards that can endanger the South
Florida ecosystem. 0On April 14, 1993 we attended the public
hearing on this issue and we all concluded that this drilling

should not be done.

The (DEIS) study did
we in class had discussed. I am
numerous letters pertaining to this
with environmentalist quibble.

I just would like to let you know
April 22, 1993, are duty as denjzens aof
preservation of the Earth, not its depletion.

not take in account many topics which
certain you have received
issue. So 1 won’t bore you

that on this Earth Day

this planet is the

Yours truly.

1993

you of my genuine’

45

320-A NW 7th Avenue
Pompano Beach, Florida 33060
(305) 537-3111

Friday, April 16, 1993

Jackson District Office

Bureau of

Land Management -

411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mias.

39206

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

1 would like to voice my concern of the 01l drilling in
the E
It's bad enough we have developed homes in these areas, glowly :nvZ:zgi::ea.

much of the natural historical significaace of Florida.

But when we begin to

savagely rape our land for monetary gain, there will be a price to pay.

Florida depends upon the everglades for fresh water, a

nd 1if we jeopardi
our supply of fresh water and put natural inhabitants at'riak. our fﬂ:u:e c::Idren
could regret something we could have prevented.

Please reconsider.

it exiat.
method of

There are other ways to discover and retrieve oil if
We just have to find a way to discover it patiently, or another
energy.

Carlgon Inman
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PAUL G. JAMESON
MOUNTAIN LAKE
£.0.BOX 832
LAKE WALES, FLORIDA 33853
(813) 678-5231
May 7, 1993

BUREAU OF Litip
JRCKSON DISTIAY G

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Energy drives our industries, transportation system and
is the prime motivator of 8 vibrant economy. We need
more domestic o0il production and less imported oil,
therefore I strongly support a proposal by Shell to
drill 2 well in South Florida on the Miccosukee Indian
Reservation. A draft of the environmental impact
statement has been prepared for the Buresu of Lend
Menagement by Dames & Moore Consulting Company in Bocs
Raton, Florida,

I am writing to encourage you to support the conclusion
of the environmental impact statement.

They state that the drilling of the proposed explors-
tory well could cause some short-term disturbance to
components of the human and natural environments, but
would not have significant impacts on water, air,
vegetation, wetlands or wild)ife, Measures to mitigste
short-term disturbances are recommended in the document
and would be implemented.

The potential effects of tha exploratory well on watar
resources and wildlife appear to be the areas of the
greatest public concern. Investigations indicate that
important potable ground water sources, such as the
Biscayne aquifer and sensitive water bodies, such as
Water Conservetion .ares 3A, are sufficiently protected
by distance and physical barriers so as to be
unaffected by the proposed drilling,

Additionally, ground wster velocities in all of ths
squifers are extremely slow, which would allow any
ground water contaminstion to be effectively cleaned up
in the very unlikely event thet it showld occur,

Wildlife investigations indicate that the well site
does not support significant species or populetions of
wildlife, including endangered species such as the
Florida panther and the Everglades snail kite.
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PAUL G. JAMESON
MOUNTAIN LAKE
P. 0. BOX 832

LAKE WALES, FLORIOA 33853
(813) 6765234

I understand it is the opinion of the Bureau of Land
Management, in consultation with the Buresu of 1Indian
Affairs, that the snalysis preseated shows that the
propesed well by Shell with the recommended mitigation,
complies with ell applicable regulations sand assures
protection of natural resources and environmental

quelity.

I fully support this position and ask-for yoﬁr support
on Shell's proposal to-drill a well on the Miccosukee
Indien Reservation.

Sincerely

PGJ/pr

May 10, 1993

SRR e
Robert V. Abbey, District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

1 understand that from now until November you

will be deciding whether or not to issue Shell

0il a permit to drill an exploratory well in the
Florida everglades. Even though the area is not
within Everglades National park, it is still in
the "historic" everglades. Please deny the permit.

Sincerely,
W - Qenncedo

Joan W. Jenrich

PO Box 7251
st. PEtersburg, FL 33734-7251
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MENTAL FLOSS

Let Shell drill in Hell

panthers, wood storks, Everglades kites,
Evergludes minks and, in the Shell study's

A
ADRIAN AUMEN own Incrhminating words, “other

Talk sbout outrageous. waterfoul” (slc).

With all the predictions about how Shell's tenacity would make you think it
mmuch It's going to cost us to clean up the expectsto finda pool of oll the size of
Everglades and the water wars thatcould  Frince William Sound, but even the
divide South Florida, Shell Oil Company experts doubt there’s
stil} wants to drill n the middle of the much to be found. There's
Evergludes. not much ofl tn Floridz, What you can do

The very idea of poking more holes In :’f‘gl::: :2‘:‘“:;:‘ ?t;r:h‘:t g’g%;i:oﬂu‘:“gng

ady alling syst d Increasin q! o LS.
the srendy g e supples 5 g Lo N eining,  Departmentol the LeCur
Could it be worth losing s expected to approve
nothing short of arvogant. 9 A Shell’s plans So0n.

So Is Shell's attempt to greenwash” the the Everglades? Besides cutting up Your
plan by presenting an E ta} Shell adumits that, It Shell card and boycotting
{mpact Statement that uses outdated finds of}, it's likely to seek the stations, here’s some
maps and lnformation. It only skims the more drilling. It also folks you can wiite. O
surface of lssues such as the effects on admits that spllls are Just mall them this
groundwater and future restoration plans. Inevitable. column.

The proposed drill site L3 st the edge of Exxon and other firms

drilling nearby have been Bruce Babbitt
the Big Cypress Natlonal Preserve 3 y

unable to prevent spills. Secratary of the interor
(located by the Collier/Broward line, north P P!

Almost 163,000 gallons of 1849 C Street, NW
of Alligator Alley) and the world- 0 Washinglon, D.C. 20240
renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservatlon  Crude ofl and 120,000 002) 208-7150
grea hat keeps Broward and Dade gallons ofplant-kilting
countles from running out of water. brine elready have been Carol Browner

State rules prohibit direct drilling inthe Spilledin the Everglades U.S. Environmental
conservation area, so Shell came up with  8rex Unchecked, one Protection Agency
a way around {1 = by drilling 8t ant angle. gallon of petroleur can 401 M Street, SW
The drilling g would be outside the contaminate one mitlion ashington, D.C. 20460
conservation area, on land owned by the gallons.of drinking water. (202) 260-4700
Miccosukee Indians (read: federal land). That's why about 300 Robert V. Abbey
“The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet South Floridians, snd even by manager of

some tourists, cramumed 8 manager of the
east - smack dab In the conservation area, d Bureau of Land Management
at 18,850 feet down. recent public hearing in Jackson District Office

Stick. Broward County to talk 411 Briaswood Orive, e
» The drllling rig would stand in a catlle with Washington Sulte 404

asture within 200 feet of a canal and h“:;’ﬁcsh“‘-’“‘:: mﬁ:ﬂe- Jackson, MS 22203

000 fi ing statio ell She
only 1,000 fect from a pumping 18O pyepye yelled some folks.

that funnels water into the Everglades

water catchment areas. Imagine what 2

hurricane coutd do with that setup.
The area is also home L0 Florida

Others are culting up their Shell credit
cards and taking their business elsewhere.
Not a bad idea:
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida résident asking you to please
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
fragile environment is supposed to be PROT;CTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expenée
of our main source of fresh water,

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.M%
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BLM

411 Briarwood
Suite 4O
Jackson, MS 39206

Hay 7, 1993

Dear Sirs:
I would like to add my voice to the approval regarding

- a proposal by Shell 0il Company to drill a well in South Florida

on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in western Broward County.

1 auppo;t this project since it was in the opinion of
the BIM, in consultation with the Bureau of Indian Affairs,"that
the analysis presented in the DEIS (draft environmental impact
statement) shows that the rroposed action, with recommended
mitigation , complias with all applicable ‘regulations and assures

rrotection of natural resources and environmental quality."

Shell 0il Company has always been in the forefront in

preserving our natural resources and I wish them well.

Edward Kempa
182 Grand Cypress Ct,
Winter Haven, FL. 33880-4876

June 11, 1993
403 0akwood Court

Pern Fark, FL 32730 ,—————5—0"0 ¢
i M EBEIVE i

g
Rovert Agbey a 5 6] ‘“g
Bureau of Land Managemen ln i
111 Brisrwood Drive, Suite Lok : RUIBR 3 ) ‘u!

Jackson, Mississippi 39206
BUREAU OF LAND IAHAGEMENT

Dear Mr. Abbey,

I have reed that Shell 0il has applied for a permit
for exploratory drilling in the Everglades, This permit
should not be granted.

Biologists and other scientists have expended large
amounts of their own energy attempting to convince people
that the Everglades are already in 2 state of decay &nd
pollution, We have learned that draining them or parts
of them is the wrong thing to do. Soon we will begin the
first step in restoring the Everplades by returning the
Kissimmee river to its natural flow. We learned that it
was 2 mistake to channelize the river because it increased
the amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus polluting lake Okee-
chobee and the Glades.

The Everglades act as @ purification system for water
which runs out to the Florida reef. 1I'm sure your 2re a-
ware that the reef is in danger from pollution and there-
fore all the marine life which feeds there. The Everglades
provide natural flood control in disasters such 28 hurri-

canes,
we need to restore the Everglades to their original

condition not just because they provide habitat for endan-
gered birds and diverse and undiscovered plant life, %e
need to save them because they are saving our own lives.

Please work to deny the Shell application. The least
damage would be the relocation of & few more wild animals
and the possible destruction of Some unknown plant form.
The worst that could happen would be the actual discovery

of oil.

Florida is the perfect location to increase the use
of direct solar energy and its relited forms such &s bio-
mass., The University of Florida zlready hes 2 biomass
-institute providing information about renewable energy
conversion technologies, These are the technologies which
should be encouraged and subsidized, 011 is now the in-
ferior fuel. Please don't ask our last remaining natural

purification system to work any harder,

Yours truly,

Gk 09

Samuel Kendall

.

+

PUIRCHSON DISTICY OFHCE
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May 12, 1993 B I-E--@---E—-H—M-;:i'
MAY 1 70 ||
B.L.H.i
411 Briarwood P TY T 17T
Suite 404 R T

Jackson, MS 39206

I am writing to endorse Shell 0il Company's environmental
impact statement in support of its proposal to drill a wvell
in Southern Florida on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.
I do not profess to be an expert on the environmental
problems covered by the impact statement. Howvever, as a
retired Shell officer, I assure you that you can rely on the
integrity of Shell's DEIS in support of this proposal.
While I was with Shell, we prided ourselves on our commitment
to the environment. As I have folloved Shell's progress
since I retired, I have been impressed that Shell is even
more so committed.
Once the environmental problems have been satisfied,
finding new crude reserves, pazticnlarly land reserves, is
of paramo&nt importance to the natisnal security and economic
welfare of the'country.
Sincerely, t‘J .. t,r? .
AL i | ° ‘ 5:44'***-7

William F. Kenney
1724 Wateredge Dr.
Naples, Fla.

Phone 813-566-1452

March <0, 19935

plr. doberct V, Abbey

vistrict Manager

Bureau of land |anagemens

411 Briarwood prive, suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 9206

Dear Mr., Abbey,

Thank you for providing me with a co

! ) of the dra
izfict-;:::g::;{ypeggai:inghto the Mfﬁcoaukee ’-1f;x§?:igzg?;ntal

. the three proposed acti 1
I prefer alternative C (East Access cause Lt froels,
the least environmental damage as f. 2oac") bacause it involves
discussion of alternative ¢ 8the coar At 1o made that bnihe
t is made that F

opposed to the use of this a oute ot e
is the reason for their oppogzgzgngou:e. gan you tell me what

Ideally, we should not be even cons

iderin i
S e, tesseurs s o By Gyl ol p e
to develop the resources within tg:oeu ceervation. Cye,e cieht

ir reservation,

::g:tpgggzc:hsifvaizgrgggzi ggzﬁr:mental agenc:ga 1gvgg€:dagg
A e B 0 ensure that the "best
man meticulgualy f°11°3ggfioned a8 number of times in the KIS .

ggggktggu a%ain for the draft mrs. If possible, I would like ¥o
osax & diou come of the project. In particular, if significant
i scovered, I would be very interested to know what ¢t

blans were for development of the oil field at the

.

Sincerely,

UYL ]) Crt]
st\ven P, Lent Z:
1171 NW 133rd Terrace
Sunrise, PL 33325
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Brian F. Kingston
104 N.E. 16th, Ave., ¥6
Ft, Lauderdale, Fl 33301

April 28, 1993

[

Mr. Robert Abbey
Digtrict Manager .
Bureau of Land Management B
Jackson District Office

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

After reading the Environmental Impact Statement by Dames and
Moore and attending the public hearing at the Greater Fort
Lauderdale-Broward County Convention Center, X would have to
say that the only choice from the alternatives available is
the "No Action Alternative.”

My major concerns are the pollution of the waters, both the
drinking water and the seaway. The crude leaving via Port
Everglades to refineries would {ncreasing the chances of an
accident in our ocean. This ecological nightmare will affect

everyone.
I think we should ask ourselves, is it morally right to allow
a few individuals to prosper when so many others may be harmed?

Sincerely

Brian F. Kingston

@E B WE@!
"I Ay 3103 | 1

% !').F LANI

o
$h

Jackson District Office T - ity
Bureau of Land Management . ’
411 Briarwood bDrive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippl 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there, No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
hurman~induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

Y A
ué‘f!ﬂ/ [//‘f/z}";’w
bl A forenas)

T ee ,l/u',; & S
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Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive '
Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environme: .
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell oleﬁtgiﬂﬁssggséﬁigf
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, dua either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

. Very Concerned,

U@%M}K&;.

Kaeen Klew

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briaxwood Drive

suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human~induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unigue and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

ey A/

miC haef Klein
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5§57 Warwick Court

Venice, FL = 34293
May 17, 1993

BLM

411 Briarwood
Suite 404
Jackson MS 39206

pear Sirs:

Please ‘include me with those
the draft environmental impac
ing plans on the Miccosukee I

who support the findings in
t statement on Shell's drill-
ndian Reservation.

Very truly yours,

Florence R. Knice

* June 1,

12245 Crewe Street

91605
North Hollywood, CA BUREAU OF LAKD MANAGEMQ!JY

.. HERSON DISTRIEY OFFicE

1993

Robert V. Abbey, pistrict Manager

. Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

pear Mr. Abbey:

til November you will be
that fTot to iss e Shell 0il a permit to darill
Even though
it is still

e underst;n:h t to issu
ding whether or no
g:cixpggratory well in the Florida everglades.

the area is not within Everglades National park,
in the "historic" everglades.

We urge you to deny the permit.

Very truly yours,

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Knopoff

1-209
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Toas M. Moy
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LIZ KNOWLES lm‘"
7194 mant \Way 'I:!l AR 2 2 o

Tamarae, EL. 33321

April 17, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss. 39206

Dear Sir:

I am writing to protest Shell's plans to drill for oil in the
Everglades.

P4
I have been a customer of Shell since 1982. My charge bills
for gasoline average $100 a month. I have written to the
president of Shell indicating that I will keep my account open
but stop buying Shell gasoline until I hear the decision. If
Shell is allowed to drill in the Everglades then I will close
the account.

I feel that the Everglades has taken a serious enough beating
with the expansion of the human population in south Florida.
Then it was dealt a further blow with poor water management.
041 drilling is the worst possible scenario yet. Your bureau
should be ashamed for even considering it based on our current
knowledge of areas where this has already been tried. When the
Everglades is destroyed and the balance of nature in the
Everglades is destroyed - all of Florida will suffer.

Sincerely,

Uhgeactt s

Elizabeth A. Knowles
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Mrs. lois M. lacoste
2431 Everglades Drive
Miramar, FL 33023

April 23, 1993

Jackson District Office

Bureau of land Management

411 Briarucod Drive - Sulte Lo
Jackson, Migs. 39206

Gentlemen:

I have been a resident of South Florida for 30 years and my husband is a
native Floridian of 46 years., W are appalled that you would even consider the
thought of drilling in our precious Everglades! But, of course, huge corporations
and beauracratic departments always make their decisions based on the”all mighty
dollar; not what is best for mankind and the erfvironment,

The U.S. Bureau of land Management agency officlals should have their heads

examined for even thinking of allowing Shell 0i1 to drill for petroleum in the
Everglades!

If petroleun is found, we all know Shell will sink more wells,

increasing the
chance of a splll into South Florida's drinking water supply!

Slapping Shell with huge fines or the astronomical cost of a clean=up does
is done and the years to recover. Our water supply
estern growth,
Florida no matter
esn't help to say

This deal with Shell will be devastating to the people of South
what precautions are taken. One orxor is all 1t takes and it do
“I'n sorry” ‘e were wrongy the damage has already been done!l
Listen to the residents of South Florida for once, instead of the big
corporations. Uncap the existing wells in Texas and leave the Everglades alone!
The Corp of Engineers have screwed up the ecology of the Everglades bad enough,
Without now adding oil spills to the prodblem!

Sincerely,

=1 Jolg oste

. for our wildlife, our econonmy,

Jackson District office
.Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippl 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values
Everglades, I am adanmantly opposed to Shell 0il1’a plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. 1 urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . ., before it is too late

our water supply, and the
pregervation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

the environmentally sensitive

Very Concerned,
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Buﬁﬁjﬁi‘i’l@ﬁ-——) 171 Wynnhaven Beach Road
Mary Esther, FL 32569

May 12, 1993

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Re: Shell proposed exploratory well, Miccosukee Indian
Reservation, Broward County, Florida

Dear Sirs:

I would like to submit the following comments for your
consideration relative to the proposed exploratory well.

i1t is my understanding that the DEIS prepared by Dames and
Moore Consulting Co. indicates that even though the drilling
would cause some short term disturbances to components of the
human and natural environments, the proposed exploratory well
would not have significant impacts on water, air, vegetation,
wetlands or wildlife.

Important potable groundwater sources, such as the Biscayne
aquifer, and sensitive water bodies, such as Water
Conservation Area 3A, appear to be sufficiently protected by
distance and physical barriers. Further, the extremely slow
groundwater velocities in all of the aquifers would permit
effective clean-up in the event contamination should occur.

Investigation of wildlife indicates that the well site does
not support significant populations or species of wildlife, ‘
including endangered species.

Approval of the proposed drilling will provide the means to
determine whether we can increase our critically needed oil
reserves without endangering or harming our equally important
environment.

Your approval of the DEIS is recommended.

Sincerely yours,

Gt £

Howard E. Lemaster

HL931321.LET
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April 15, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss 39206

Dear Mr. Robert Abbey;

This letter is to make a strong protes: against S
in our precious everglades. a2 hell 011 drilling

The evexglades eco-gystem is f'agjle as it is, without Shell 0il
and its major equipment VlECkiﬂs the place and 3P1111ﬂ8 oil into
our drinking water.

Also, I'm reading about this for the first time in Th '

ursda A
15 edition of the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel. How did Sh:li 05;11
man:ge t; g:tds: far aiong with their plan without more public
meetings n ow could you e
meetingst And how y ven consider for one minute to 8o along

We need to have our evergla&es protected from any f h
not exploited for Shell 0il's profit! Y further demage,

Please, I urge you Mr. Abbey, don't let any drilli
beautiful Florida Everglsdesi y ér ng g0 on in the

Sincerely,
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please °

stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-

glades.
May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our

--fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense

of our main source of fresh water.

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

’

Thank you for your time.

E5A Lin0EGD P
ysgs N Mitdaan A
st Beawt  FL 2340

\L \j,kl\.

TANRGE

MRS, Grorak H. LiNK
439 MATARES DR,
. PUNTA GORDA, FL. 33930
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" Bureau of Land Management

April 19, 1993
Rick Loss

9430 Tangerine Place, §105
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324

Jackson District Office

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Bureau:

The purpose of this-letter is to inform you of my views
regarding the permit to allow Shell 0il Company to drill for
oil in the Florida Everglades (specifically Broward County) .

I am very much opposed to their drilling. The everglades are
a unique eco-system that is valuable to South Florida’s
environment, water supply, guality of 1ife, and tourism. I
think it is safe to say that there is only one Everglades and
it should be preserved. With all of the recent accidents in
drilling or transporting oil,. I don’t think it is safe for
the Everglades. If there is any spill, we will have severely
damaged one of our most valuable resources.

Our constant search for oil seems to be a narrow minded
focus. It does not take into view the big picture. If we
continue to search for oil at our present pace, we will have
damaged every giece of wilderness in the world.

Additionally f our oil continues to be harvested and used
our air quality will suffer severely. On top of all these
negative effects, the oil supply will eventually be depleted.
At that point what will we do? "We will have a world with a
dg{aged environment, polluted air, health problems, and no
oil.

can I suggest an alternative? We act now in finding
alternative energy. We make drastic changes in the way we
live unless we find energy alternatives that do not damage
the environment. We assume that their are no new sources of
oil and stop all new drilling. This will speed up the
process of change. We create new possibilities for ourselves
that allow us peacefully, co-exist with our environment. We
eliminate the mentality of attacking the environment in the
name of progress.

If we continue to drill we will never search for a true
answer, we will only delay the inevitable. I hope that we
act soon so that there is something left to save, Please
stop all drilling in the Everglades or any other new
drilling. We can’t afford it.

Sincerely,

DL o
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Bul

pistrict Manager

Bureau of Laml Menagement
J1l Brinrwond, Sunite 404 .
Jacksan, Ms, 39206

penr Sivs

fn April., 199§, | wrole your oftice encournging support. lor Slu.:ll Oil (.‘nlullul!"s
request for a permit Lo drill an eaploratory sell  on  the Niccosukee l.um:m
fteservalt.ion near lnLerstale i5 in western Brouardl Connty.  The  respopse o conr
organization lhas been  most gratifying nnd I do apprecinte Lie l‘llnl'l..\‘.lllldt:l'l.hkt:u
to keep me advisel ol the process ug well as  Lhe progress o evalnaling shell's
roquest.,

1 recently eames 1o my attention that Dames amg Hoore Conseiing lfu: of Iku"w

Raton has pow  issued a  dreaft environmenlal impact statement sa||-|-url.|m§ shell’s

proposel netion basis it complies sith all applicabie re:u§nl|9ns and assnres
T protect fon of naturat rugonrees mud oy i ronnental qual ey, Sheli . hns A proven

Lench revord of copsistent poselsve pmpect N wli activitios of this nabare,

wee bl kiow  Lhat  Lhe  Coonley  meeds adait gonal reserses al Lnik very important
When 11 cun e tone o environmentally sl wnuner woe
sthonthil expedite L npproval geeacess, 1 trast the e 3 Land Management will
support. Uhe Lindings ot the dratt voviropmental impact statement ano pernid Sheil
to go torth with its dritbing plass on the Miccosukee tmiian veservation.

nntuenl resouree,

Sineerely,

Rl 27l

gonnld N. Lyvall

s oxtord brive
Snensola, Kl 31212
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April 24, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

RUREAT OF LD MAIGETENE -
IRCKSON OSTRET OFFiEe

pear Sir/Madam,
South Florida has become a disaster area in regard to the wetlands.

We have a unique situvation in South Florida since our fresh water
suppy is tied so directly to the wetlands and the Biscayne Aquifer.
Over the years, diversions of water for various reasons, in addition
to the proliferation of development, has succeeded in almost
destroying our water -quality and supply as well as large areas

of the environment; flora, fauna and wildlife. These are statistical
and indisputable facts.

If the government allows Shell 0il to test drill in this sensitive
area, it will continue to exacerbate the destruction of this

vital area. It is already a fact that the chances of finding

any substantial amount of oil is slim. Why take the chance of
further destructiion?

If Shell has such a compelling need for further exploration of
potential sources of energy, why doesn't the government enact
legislation that would encourage oll companies to utilize their

time and resources in developing alternative sources of energy

that would be more efficient and environmentally sensitive?

Instead, continued drilling is alloved in many sensitive areas .
which increases the risks of "unplanned and unforseen" oil disasters
which cause irreparable ecological damage.

If this had been implemented 20 years ago after the oil embarge,

we would not be continually engaged in efforts to protect our
country's environment. Since it's Joubtful that any legislation
will be passed in the near future, we can only ask; why it is

so difficult to understand that the environment is so very important
and so directly intertwined with the well-being of humans and

life as we know it? Continue abuse (s deadly.

There must be some sane, intelligeut, qualified people who can
and will finally stop this potential for further disaster.

Yours truly,

%
/Gloria R. McCluskey
2241 N, W. 82 Way

Nt wnten Dinns ®T. A3IN24
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33.00 Washington Street 214y
I WISH TO SPEAK OUR AGAINST THE SHELL DRILLING IN THE EVERGLADES, 1 AM y:;lgwogg§3Fl. 33021
33 YEARS OLD AND BORN IN NAFLES FLORIDA. MY FAMILY AND I WERE BROUGHT UP ’
IN THE EVERGLADES AND THE SEMINOLE INDIANS. THIS LAND IS SO PRESIOUS TO E ” W E
N.E AND I HOPE ALL THE NATIVE FLORIDAINS. PLEASE TAKE TIME AND THINK AROUT bureau of Land Hanagement MAY 7 '9% ”

WHAT YOU ARE LETTING THIS COMPANY DO, AND HOW IT MIGHT RUIN THE GLADES IF
A SPILL HAPPENS.

IF EVERYONE WOULD STOP THINKING ABOUT MAK1N§ MONEY, AND TAKE A LITTLE TIME
TO LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER TO EVERYONE. AND LETS NOT FORGET THE DEER,
AND THE OTHER WILD LIFE WHICH DEPENDS ON THE EVERGLADES TO SURVIVE.

I MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO REALLY STATE IN WORDS WHAT I MEAN, AND I HAVE NEVER
VOICED MY THOUGHTS CONCERNING ANYTHING BEFORE, BUT I CAN NOT STAND BY AND
SEE THIS HAPFEN TO A WONDERFUL FLACE. AND IF SOMETHING WHERE TO HAPPEN LIKE

A SPILL THE GLADES WOULD NEVER BE THE SAME.

NCERELY,
commy | Ne Qo ©
N MCDANIEL
702 E RIVER DRIVE . ~
MARGATE, FLORIDA 33063

i
:
i

411 EBriarwood, Sui
Juckson, Hs.35206 - OF

i U Ta et IR

L.

the olan to drill for .
; oil
ndian Reservation in Western

I am in support of
on the Miccosukee I
broward County.

Would appreciate
receiving a co 1
Ezvironmengal impact statement gﬁeg:rtgebdrart
mes and Moore Consulting Co. e

Thank you very much.

Very truly yours,

£, Lo~

M
iobert E. Me Donnelil

1-234
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Stephen G. McKenzie
1291 NE 2nd Street

Pompano Beach
Florida 33060

April 26, 1993

Jacksoa District Office

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwvood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 9206

re: The consideration of issuance of a “permit to drill* for an
exploratory well to Shell Western EEP Inc

T The auention of Mr. Robere V. Ahbey, District Manager,
Bureau of Land Management

Dear Sir,

1 am a citizen, and resident of south Florida, and as many

other residents, 1 have migrated to Florids from elsewhere. ! am

both a consumer of petro~chemical products, and water. 1 am for the

foration of new of encrgy, and independence of the United

P

States reliance on foreign energy resources. 1 am also for the, safe
protection of the vitsl resources of the United States, and the safe

dated by the people who have putr

P ion of those ns
a government in place to protect property and quality of life as the
duty of that govemment. The Duty of the government to guard and
protect the resources of the United States it primary, whether the
sesource is ol or water or wood I attended the hearing on April 14th
at the Broward convention center. | came with an open mind on the

subject, and was thankfu} that the opponunil); and exposure to the

planned permit was made available for public scruting. 1 thank you for

your pati hrough the p and hope that you )
were able to come away with some new idcas, and to review the possible E @ E TW-E 3
granting of a permit in an area which could h the water *
of millions of resid The Envi I Impact Si uses

BUR|

kst ey e

26

45

1978 USGS. maps and charts to define the drill site. The age of

the source documents for the study shows either a lack of understanding
of south Florida water management or possibly, an under estimation of
the intelligence of the residents, citizens, and tax—payers. I came

to Florida from Venezuela in 977, I do not under estimate the ahility
of the oil industry; I've seen a nacionalized oil industry at work! In
my first year in Florida, | was informed of a strain that the growing
population of new residents were putting on Florida’s limited water
resource, and that such projected demands would lead to rationing.

This has already come to pass. The added burden of a threat to water
resources needs to be considered, In the EIS, there are no references

of Shell W Surely, they are not only

to the future i
interested in one or a dozen wells around the aquifer. It’s unfortunate
that they did not represent themselves at the hearing. They have left

many points open to speculation. If drilling permits are granted, the

-1

of the p ial damage and

gov must the q

the of the to supply the water necded to the atea.

The damage to the water resource would result in one or several of many

negative reactions to south Florida's population:

1. Buildi 1 Y]

for water to be piped in from

g of a
Georgia.

2. The depopulation of South Florida due to exorhitant’ costs of
water and utifities.

3. The exodus of industry {except the petroleum industry)

4. The destruction of plants and wildlife.

5. The loss of a unique, pristene ecosystem.
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6. The depend on desalinization plants for water.

7. The loss of tourism.

1and

of oil tankers and derrick

& Florida could b a haren
9. Visitors could enjoy the sunsets from their deck chairs on

cruise ships which are independent of external water and power

supplies.

Shell Western is willing to take the risk. If they fail, they have
an exploratory tax write off—actual losers ‘are the US. Government,

and the US. tax payer.

As a citizen and resident, | cannot see a case (for drilling)
in any of the documents presented that is viable, considering the risks

to the fation involved in the Please i your

Pop

good work, and good judgement, and carry out the mandate of' the people
which is to protect the quality of life from those who would put that
quality of fife in jeopardy, risking it for whatever reason, with il

regard for all lifeforms that may be negatively effected hy their

seemingly single minded sclf interest.

Sineerely

Stephen G. McKenzie

ce Al Gore, Vice President, The United States of America
K Michael Stsmpe, Dept. of Science, Geology, Broward College.

Sy

o e e, e e

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

BU%

May 13, 1993

1l
TR
3009 Whirlaway Trail
Tallahassee, FL 32308

I am writing in support of a proposal by Shell 0il Co.
to drill a well in south Florida, in Broward Co., on the
Miccosukee Indian Resexvation.

From what I have seen, the draft environmental impact
statement by Dames and Moore indicates that the well would have
little negative effect on the area.

Please let me add two personal observations:

1 worked for Shell as a professional geologist for 23 years.
‘puring this time,” I found Shell people to be greatly concerned
with the environment. Most loved the outdoors, and wanted
operations conducted in such a way as to maintain it. Shell
prided itself on being a "good neighbor.”

Since my retirement back to Florida--after an absence of
over 25 years--I.find a new breed of people here styling
themselves as environmentalists. Such people seem to have an
opposition to all drilling, based on emotion, rather than any
consideration of the facts available. This disturbs me, for
such decisions should be made on the basis of facts, not emotion,

Sincerely,

Join Malloy

1-238

! CHET & MARILYN MARKOT
4955 PEPPER CIRCLE Apt. B-208

NAPLES, FLORIDR 33962-4105

1-813-793-2110

May 9, 1993

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS. 39206

Gentlemen:

We have had an opportunity to review the summary document that
was sent to us about environmental concerns relating to the shell
0il Company proposal to drill an exploratory well on the
Miccosukee Indian Reservation in South Florida.

After thorough study of the draft eavironmental impact statement
prepared by Dames and Moore Consulting Co., We could not see that
there would be any deleterious effect upon the environment in
that area by the proposed drilling program. We therefore support
the application for drilling.

Further, we believe that any economic penefit derived from such
activity is to the good of the residents on the reservation, and
can only enhance their living standard, as well as provide them
with a secure source of income should the discovery well prove to
be commercially feasible, as well as help our national goal for

self sufficiency in energy.

“Clormadit”

C.P. Markot

N DYt

M.L. Markot
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Jackson District oOffice
Bureau of Land Hanagement
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opp d to Shell 0il’s plans to darill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure’ that
contamination will not eventually occur, dua either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

T A, R »”‘,
Y e /Mmg. -
z‘_) :

april 22, 1993

Rohert Abbay,

Buraan of Land Manarement,
Apouard Gounty,

. Inamdardala, T

Mr. Abbey:

I i nn e ﬁrtnnced ‘wotary driliine -is UFil’e“/{O""ﬂn’rP ook~
ing for o 1oh A=411ling 2 o1l or res ue11.

I understerd that Shall 01l Zompeny i# soine to Arill a wildeat
well in Broward County.

If you would be so kind as to forward fo mae the name ~nd addw-ee
and rran: rumber of the Shall official in charpe of tha roward
County oilwell so that I can m~t in touch with them so 23 to hivre
out: I would proatly appraciata 1%, ‘

Thenks a million}

Sinearnly,

\3¢£jM.P¢\3ﬂéaLh¢\,

Jack Mathews,

RO7 Postar St,

¥eatrton, JL 6?hh8-1n66
Fhone * A1A.782-3297h

im/pda
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To whom it may concer:

NO drilling in EVFRGLADES!1!

e e

need clean water,and our
g:soutce for wildlife ,not for

profit by SHELL OIL.

Anne Maurer
6145 Belbos circle # 305

Boca Raton.Fla.33633
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BA | R ., -
HARLES & NAN
Mmgg IN LAKES LANE
: A @ 3%3!{. I'LORIDA 33957
APRIL 16, 1993 «Z‘ o
To:Bene 4«4/ L /!‘cvgm L 398
. 4
2 4¢$LHf74ﬂﬁéiL( a/zéﬁ & Cwefite.
MY HUSBAND AND I HAVE LIVED IN FLORIDA SINCE THE 13;8'5}{1\“3 HAVE s - - /vf « /{a, ng
- SEEN FIRSTHAND WHAT OVERDEVELOPMENT AND OVERPOPULATION HAVI E P cr o
TO FLORIDA'S FRAGILE ECOSYSTEM. EVEN THE IDEA OF ALLOWING SHELL Cre | L Fporencrzos Lotz y//: 7%4444;
OIL TO DRILL IN THE EVERGLADES IS OBSCENE; BUT THOSE WHO ARE IN FAVOR
OF PERMITTING THIS TO ACTUALLY HAPPEN ARE EVEN MORE OBSCENE. OUR -
WATER SITUATION IN FLORIDA IS CRITICAL AND THE IDEA THAT A DRILL | L
SHAFT WOULD PASS THROUGH THREE POTENTIAL DRINKING WATER SOURCES IS £ 22 2d,
OUTRAGEOUS. L LSt ///,é,,/-
WE ARE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO ANY OIL WELL EXPLORATION IN FLORIDA AND - "z W
ESPECIALLY OPPOSED TO DOING SO IN THE EVERGLADES. HUMAN INTERVENTION -%z =l /&.é,’/% / P 5, =
HAS ALREADY DONE SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE TO THIS UNIQUE NATIONAL PARK. o st pene oa e
. PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW THE RAPE OF OUR EVERGLADES BY AN OIL WELL DRILLING &4 o 2 (/2///(4 .,
SHAFT TO OCCUR. Pz Dars .
SINCERELY, " - ; /4-"446’% 2 W/M,Z;ﬂzy A
BARBARA L. MEYERS JULES V. MEYERS PR ’(‘4'4"”\—" éfz/wp e/ﬂ Y
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" 411 Briarwood Drive

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management

Suite 404
Jackson, Miss. 39206

To whom it may concern:

It has come to my attention that Shell would like to start
oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be
voted on. I urge you to voté against the oil drilling. Not
just for the preservation of the Everglades, but for the
water that it supplies South Florida. ‘

I live in Uﬂincorrpornted Fort Lauderdale. This';s only 10
miles west from the fuﬁute drilling site. I also do not have
city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water
supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that

it will contaminate my water supply. ,

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes
time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not just for the
bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from

her water supply.

Respectfully yours,

Thoe Mils ?W%t\
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May 15, 1993

MAY 1 9 1993

BUREAU O
JACKSO

F LAND

N MANAGEW,

DISIRICT OfFIC;

To Whom It May Concern;

What is this world coming to? Have we gotten to the point
where we will allow Shell Oil coméany's greed for more oil
destroy our one and only Everglades? If there is an oil spill
from all of this drilling not only is there going to be a
terrible disaster to the water, but there are going to be many
fish and birds that will die and maybe even become extiﬁct or
completely wiped out. As a college student, I hope to one day
take my children to the wonderful Everglades to see the wildlife

and enjoy the natural untamed beauty. ‘

aana meﬁq_)j

Dana Morgan
1719 Coral Ridge Dr.

Coral Springs, Fl1 33071

PLEASE, stop +he
B dr‘fl\fﬂﬁ

[
e

Robot Fble
Lutheaco KaZ;/ /77 BURERC O
Yyl/ 49 o L :
Mess. 35206

FEKSON
L] 3?3
Dear /’% ﬁ%L . / /

I am writing to ex fi;s my deep concern and abhorrence to .
possible drilling in search of oil in our Fverglades.

. G Yoy

I strongly recommend reviewing Shell Oil'a.motlve. promises
and the consequence of an exploratory well being so near the
Biscayne Aquifer. (Please review the problems and deficlency

of Big Cypress Swamp.)

The anclent marshland is a key link In our water supply,
moderates our climate and attracts one million-plus tourists

to our area. It has been decreed a place of safety for
wildlife and a zone of our planet where life naturally occurs -
set apart from development. Such an area is yvital and not

an appropriate place for industrial activity.

Rest assured I will do all I can to stop any drilling and will
encourage all Floridians and Americans to speak out - write sut
and vote out against this!

Sincerely,

Fon Ploncen
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“The Everglades is a test. If we pass it, we may inherit the Barth.”

-Marjorie Stoneman Douglas & the Friends of the Everglades
15 April, 1993

To Whom It May Concern:

With reference to Shell Oil’s proposal to lnlﬁate oil surveys in south Florida, I
would like to express my steadfast opposition.

The Miccosukees (upon whose land Shell wishes to drill) are satisfied with the ol
company’s environmental protection plans. However, they are not necessarily
experts in environmental protection or wildlife management.

Industrialization surrounding Everglades National Park has already affected it
severely. Population growth has decreased winter water levels 80% by some
estimates. Mercury recently discovered in fish irf the northern Everglades has
already found its way into bald eagles in Florida Bay. Industry within the park
can do no less damage.

Finally, if BLM gives the green light for Shell to step over the park boundary,
other oil companies, phosphate miners, and perhaps even agribusinesses will be
waiting in the wings.

Do not be the agency to sign the death warrant of Florida's greatest natural
resource.

Sincerely,

Fred Myers
Citizen, Miaml, Florida
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Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss. 39206

Dear Madam or Sir:
I say NO to drilling in the Florida Everglades.

The oil industry is "pimping" our natural resources to
the customer who has no. other choice but to '"buy."

We're in a quandary folks. When I sa "we!' I mean
ALl of us, The group includes the oil executive
ives his Cadillac to the country club,. The

who dr
- group includes the lobbyists in washington who are
bired by the executives, Myself., I drove to the

store to purchase this paper to type my letter on.
You get the picture.

Let!s spend our money on regearch and development,
Let's put some of those college degrees to good use,
rather than rinding new ways to screw the customer.

Itts the 90's folks, The Industrial Revolution first
bellowed its smokey plooms more than a hundred years

ago.
I hope you understand.
Thanks for your time,
Sincerely,

/(I t’*"\\/L“

Steve Nelson
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is
fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened

to make a profit at the expense

a CONSERVATION area, where our

by a company whose only purpose is

of our main source of fresh water.
' I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is §topped.

Thank you for your time.

C S<ieh
‘Pennrp A. (Derecer

'mfs@ﬁnw&@"

April 15, 1993

Jackson Districe Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss 39206

Dear Mr. Robert Abbey;

This letter is to make a stro
in our prergis overstagelt Rg protest against Shell 011 drilling

The everglades eco-system is fra

g8ile as it is, with Sh
and its major equipme i Tin o
our driapads ua:et?m nt wrecking the place and spilling o1l into

Also, I'm reading about this for the f
irst time in Th '
;:n:::tt:nng theth. fauderdale Sun-Sentinel. How d:;sggZIT 35;11
S0 far along with their plan without
meetings? And how could minato setS
Vith sech o ndyhow, [ you even consider for one minute to go along

We need to have our ever
glades protected
not exploited for Shell 0il's psofltl o4 from any further damage,

Please, I urge you Mr. Abbe don'
beautiful Florida Bverglade:i ont let any drilling go on in the

Sincerely,

(A Oa___




To:

The Bureau Of Land Mangement
411 Briarwood,Suite 404
Jackson, Ms. 39206

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is in reponse to the proposed Drilling on
the Muscosukee Indian Reservation in vestern Broward
county,Florida., I am an employee of Shell Offshore Inc.
And am a resident of Florida. I believe that this venture
vould be an 8sset to the citizens of the Reservation and
the people of Florida. This company has proven that they
are dedicated to the preseration of the enviroment and the
velfare of the people. Let this be a Joint venture for the
benefit of the people of Florida.

Yours Truly:

James R, 0'Neal

/m E D et

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

uth Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
gseéglgges, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 04il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human~induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

. Very Concerned,

N Ov‘l_e}/e'/ )
L /7\,.’.;/_: L’/.-,O MDD I.D

N3 v st
Pl dean £

333¢5
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MAY 12, 1993

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
411 BRIARWOOD, SUITE 404
JACKSON, MS 39206

DEAR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEHENT,

1 SUPPORT THE FINDINGS IN THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ON
SHELL'S DRILLING PLANS ON THE WICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION.

I BELIEVE THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO PRUDENTLY DEVELOP THE NATURAL
RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO Us. .

A

" TOM PADDOCK

F‘TE"@ ANEE
W} w23 1

- e
BUER R

Robert V, Abbey, District Manager 4 /20 /’/_a
Bureau of Land Management

411 Brlarwood Drive, Sulte 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

I understand that from now until November you will be deciding whether or not to Isste

. Shell Oll a permit to drilt an exploratory well in the Florida Everglades. Even theough
the area is not within Everglades National Park, it s still in the “historic* Everglades.
Please deny the permit.

oy il

Kathy Pawlak
7162 Regiment
Cincinnati, Ohlo 45244

A MEMO FROM

BROWNE
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9741 Fairwvay Circle

Leesburg, FL 34788

Hay 5, 1993 BUREAU OF LAND INACERTNT &
L JEsOy n:srn-‘m"n‘?ﬁ'&’f“_' i

Bureau of Land Management

411 Brisrwvood

Suite 404

Jackaon, HS 39206

Gentlemens

Some time ago I wrote to your office in support of Shell 0il
Company’s proposal to drill a wvell in South Florida on the Mic-
cosukee Indian Reservation in wvestern Broward County. I still
support Shell’s effort in this endeavor for a variety of poaitive
reasona.

I am writing today in support of the draft environmental
impact atatement (DEIS) wvhich has been prepared for the 8LY by
Dames and Hoore Consulting Company of Boca Reton, Florids.

It is wy understanding that thg DEIS states that drilling of
the proposed exploratory vell vould cause some short-term distur-

bance to components of the humen and natural environments, but

vould not have significant impects on vater, air, vegetation,

wvetlands or vildlife. Knoving Shell as I do as an excellent
corporate citizen 1 have every confidence they will implement,

vith a8 high degree of satisfaction, all measures recommended in
the draft to mitigate all short-term disturbances. :

A8 on American_snd 88 s native Floridisn it is important to.

‘me ‘that wve as 8 nation do all poamsible to assure both present and
future generations of Americens a continuous adequate supply of
domestic crude. Therefore, I urge you to give positive consider-
ation to the DEIS statement.

Sincerely,

é«//ﬂ

Burnette Pop
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749 Palm View Dr.
Naples, FL 33942
May 11, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey., District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Dr., Suite 404

Jackson, Ms 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

1 strongly oppose permitting Shell 0i1 Co.
to drill for oil in the Everglades.

Sincerely, L
%_,,“;.c_. é. J&&o'

Louise C. Porter
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. 749 Palm View Dr.
Naples, FL 33942
.o May 11, 1993
: May 11. 19v3 : ot

The Hon. Bruce Babbitt

Secretary of the Interior

1849 C,Street N.W. '
washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Babbitt:

-- I strongly oppose. permitting Shell 0il or
any other oil company to drill. in the Ever-
glades. This area is very environmentally
sensitive.v It must be preserved for posterity.

Sincerely,

Lo O fGe T

Louise C. Porter

EHIE“
QL 19633
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Coconut Creek, Florida 34223 T

15 April 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

Bureau of Land Managemaent

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 3I9206

Dear Mr Abbey:

1 find it difficult to believe that this letter will
influence your decision regarding the Shell 0il drilling in
the Everglades but feel compelled to write regardless.

It is a wonder to me that in this age of environmental
awareness there are those who feel that drilling for oil in
such an environmentally sensitive area would pose no danger
to the area. The state of Florida already has a multitude
of environmental problems which it can hardly handle, adding
oil drilling is not an acceptable additional risk.

Please choose to protect what few natural assets Florida
still has for this generation and for my child’s.

Regards,

Deborah A.

ccsPresident Clinton
Senator Bob Graham .
Senator Connie Mack
Governor Lawton Chiles
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

suite 404

Jackson, Mississippl 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concernad,

e
f'njl g
. Tamara Rimed, Esquire
1617 N.E. 4 Place

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
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Ms. Decry L. R-hctuy.\mb
7233 Dordmoudh AV A.
St Teteshurg, EL 3270

Dear Me Abbey —

This 15 @ (ettor of protest aﬁcu'nsé déhe idcz/aéhof
Z
Al 1 lades. Do you understan
ng Jor ol in the Ev,efg ! o
aling of the decwsion you will be making T Do
Florida. feels about the Everglades ? Beyond
- dored What we all risk fo (pse ¢

[ mportanct
you kn(/:v\/ o
Que You o
Taklme fpi):g t go intd great acplanation of how the
| ’m I(\CUV\ could b aff QC‘:@Oi how bur- Water &,{fply
deol cbﬂ darnoged, all the wild/ife and the nature
4(10;;; could &L devastated. [ ess You've bhod er{,
£ d in the sand you alceady realice oll ¢his, 1M
iy s eitizans of +Hhis earth you are _all aware
s delicate balance between the environment an,d
” Mand how cud of Kilter the Sakance has «’mmz. /i
e realize that we muse e past the pont 0/’ |
Sure you damage o our planet, we Should 62 repaicing
cbing MOCL \z,awc already abne. Ave you S5 pasimistc

we .
the dama%; e bt 01 viconmgk 18 @t an irreparably
that you

Sémfz D;ﬂzz;q » olse doas, Since we are doomed anyway
bifore

U s atbitude” why not go out ond steal or ynuder
Wi '

n wnze tenll b0 dDI/IO amuWaw.? AMpuvho nal .en

!

Joliaue we might @s well use the resouccs
1

. honestly sleep

st " W . an Wa,('
stabe £ 01 T doas, since we axe deomed anywey

”ﬁfﬁ ivhfi iﬁ%@ why not go out and steal orynude
Wi :

° do a[f)t/W&l(i.? Maybe not .
¢ vou will e 00ng
o postably yos wil. s could o
quddon at night Knowing you will go ccffown ILM
the parstn who allowed Br +he dems /jfj
m;m@r g’”ﬂ lades, F Jorida’s mest preclols, wrtoue,
oF oW '

2 Sincerely,

1-299

1-300

4100 NORTH OCEAN DRIVE (APT. 1703)

€ SINGER ISLAND FL :;g;m-zsss
JOCK RITCH! (407) 881-8
N-o-7 21, ©W9S
3}:4;&— ib oA \S-
p}ﬂ.‘ Suooce |, oss toe :
: sk g Lald 8F. 4 I
'6—— (O \-\-e uaaﬂ-\ ‘ .%
' SC P- | @S-\
o 3 ‘? {ﬁa “::czj
7.5, trade deficlt deterlorated “ﬁ G-

1o S Shto n Maseh, he widest \aes Lye oo P orn b N

in nearly four years. The figure - ’

ggns from an import surge, which an: —C‘— \
alysts say can't be su:stﬁll!l;;d. Febru- -h SCI S DN ‘
sl ooy S SEe

¢ » * * ¢ \

\  U.S. oll production Is falling faster N ) 9 s é [\ .ss
than expecled, and petrleum impors WQM‘\ i ' ; 3
al::s{i:!mlgea:n;oﬁsﬁsé stems from de- Q 9‘ N C_ o OIS
terforating domestlc supplies rather S~ )
than strong growth in consur_nptlon. . Ol'k‘ é Q.\

. . (Article on Page AD) . a“"* q ‘
;}t ,:g.. a ; A "G ~hekal (a\u‘—n- s} o asmd %

— o'.g(mss\\,._ ad oub et Us.

- . ° .
Ammn——
? oCoer \’\a.s& , \S

i\ .
I A M‘-L?\\- .
E_ $°:§.\:;_ o Orvanicen \\c&s,m«\t._p\«n

Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south

Floridian who
Everglagdes,

I am adamantly
for petroleunm there. can assure that
contamination will not due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. T urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit - before it is too late

er supply, and the
Yy of the Everglades.

values the enviromnentally sensitive
opposad to Shell oilrg plans to drill
No number of Precautions

Very cerned, :
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404 -
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Evergladea, I am adamantly opposed tc Shell Oil’s plans to aArill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our  wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please

stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-

glades.

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense

of our main source of fresh water.

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do

every-
thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time. )
33585 W 26 Aue ApW qog
3c 16
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James J. Ryan
259 Capri Avenue
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL 33308

13 May 1993

Jackson District Office
Burcau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suitc 404

Jackson, MS 39206

oo TACE 1ENT

A
AT

Dear Sirs,

Tam sternly against exploration and drilling for oil in the Florida Everglades,
whether by Shell Oil Company or any other member of the industry,

We are just now beginning to realize the importance of the role that the cverglades
plays in the lives of Floridians, if not all Americans. The everglades arc already fragile and
endangered. The stress and risk that will undoubtedly be imposed by ail exploration is very
high and unnecessary. Shelt Oil's resources would be more wisely spent on rescarch and
development of alternative means of energy and conservation, There is plenty of sun and
windd here in south Florida that could be harnessed without zaywhere near the risk imposed
by "safe” practices of the oil industry, ’

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

/£

l})ﬂWW‘ ;\~
James J A
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Karen L. Ryan
: 259 Capri Avenue
Lawderdale-By-The-Sea, FL 33308

13 May 1993

Jacksun District Office
. Bureau of Land Management-
411 Briarwood Drive
Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Sirs,

Iam sternly against exploration andl drilling for oil in the Florida Everglades,
whether by Shell Oil Company or any other member of the industry.

We are just now heginning to realize the importace of the role that the everglades
plays in the lives of Floridians, if not all Amerivans,” The everglades are alrcady fragile and
endangered. The stress and risk that will undaubtetlly be impuosed by vil exploration is very
high and unnecessary. Shell Oil's resources would he more wisely spent on research and
development of alternative means of energy and conservation, There is pleaty of sun and
wind here in south Florida that could be harnessed without anywhere near the risk imposed
by "safe” practices of the oil industry.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

. Sincerely,

......
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TERRY SADER

April 15, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive
Suite 404

Jackson, Miss, 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

It is almost funny how one hand of  the government is spending
millions to clean up the everglades after years of misuse and now
the other hand is promoting ofl drilling in the same everglades.
I urge you to not allow Shell to drill, we do not need to expose
these fragile lands to further abuse. Our future is now let’s
not spoil it further. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Moot ot

Robert Sadowski
540 SW 10th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312-2544
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P.O. Box 540518
Merritt Island, FL 32954

May 18, 1993

Bureau of Land Managememt

411 Briarwood, Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Sir or Madam:
I heartily support the drilling of an exploratory well

e

on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County, -
]

Florida.

’
My wife and I have lived on or near the water for many

years and love nature’s environment.

The proposed drilling is a "win-win” situation.

There should be little or no damage to the environment.
A number of states have benefited both financially

and employment-wise from similar programs, Also,

Shell 0il is a very competent and reliable company.

Respectfully submitted,

Ghasdor €. SalT ),

Charles E. Salter, Jr.

. Jackson, Mississippi_39206

Coral

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

To- Whom It May Concern:

2850 Foszb—
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BURLAU OF LAND L3t
Apt. #204
Springs, Florida 33065
April 22nd, 1993

T think it is a waste of time for you to worry about

drilling for oil in Florida.
people'’'s homes.

worked so hard to protect over the years.

This is a lot of animals' and
You can't just come in here and kill what we've

As you know when

Marjorie Stoman Douglas came to Florida in 1912, The state was

changing rapidly.

More people were moving here, and alot of

In the 1920's,

canals were built to drain out the Everglades.
Ms. Douglas decided to do something apout it. She decided to
pon't you know there

save the Everglades and the Wild Animals.
is only ONE EVERGLADES in the whole world.

If you drill for

oil here, and something happens, #1, 200,000,000 gallons of

water will be ruined for every gallon of
#2, Millions of people and Me Won't have
future. Let's Face It: Floridans don't
oil in the Everglades. If you do decide

oil you spill, and

an Everglades in the
want you to drill for
to drill for oil there,

The woman who fought for

I feel real bad for your conscious.
If you drill for oil here,

the Everglades is still alive.

I will boycot your company's gasoline.

that to happen, especially since I £il)
a week. It's your decision,.Not mine.

the right cholce.

2.

Y’'m sure you don't want
up my car about 5 times
Hopefully you'll make
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7(}{'\ panthers, wood storks, Everglades
| ] , kites,
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surfuce of Issues such as the effects on admits that spiils are fols you can wite: gr - °
ﬂ L\‘ " Th und future fon plany,  Inevituble. |, ] lustmailllheml,hlgj v
\j " 'Bf Pproposed drill site 1s at the edge of Exconand other firmy - © “ B
lne 8 Cypress Natlonal Preserve drilling nearby have been Bruce Babbitt’
{ rocau:d by the Collier/Browurd line, north ~ unable to prevent spllls. | Secratary of the "t" o
/ of Alligator Alley) and the world- Almost 163,000 gallons of - 1849 € Sveut, :W‘hr '
renowned suwgrass marsh, a conservation  ©fude oil and 120,000 ! ingion, 0.C. 20249 -
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US.
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please

stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory dfilling in the eastern Ever-

glades.
May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense

of our main source of fresh water.
I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

""thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.

i M SMI/M/M/ 0

LISA Mg SANMASARDO

e ————— e ..
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is s CONSERVATION area, where our
fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water.

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.

(PE?ER. g&p//\léSgp]) 0
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL]

April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. 8. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the “caretakers” of Mother Earth and their

philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for

generations yet unborn, If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in

critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and

MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT

l‘;‘I,,ILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD
ANET?

U ives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature
knows what she's doing, ’

-Singerely, ('\ 1 N

CC s

TIOT ATA)

June 14, 1993

Patricia A. Scarborough
7107 Leighton Way
Orlando, FL 32822

Bureau of Land Management
Robert Abbey

411 Briarwood Dr. Suite 411
Jackson, Miss. 39206

BU]}EAU OF

LAND MARAGER:
ACKSON DISIRICT O&'Elgén !

Dear Mr. Abbey

Shell's proposed Everglades vell endangers the entire Everglades
ecosystem as well as South Florida‘'s water supply. Drilling
for tiny amounts of oil in environmentally sensitive regions
vwill not provide for our children's energy or ecological future.
Florida needs solar energy, not Shell 0i{1. Please prevent this
proposed wvell from being permitted.

Sincerely,

/?m’}’ vicia (A, Sf'ﬂ”b’”’d/'ﬁ}\

Patricia A. Scarborough
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May 14, 1993

Robert V. Abbey IR CMENT
District Manager w‘}%\y{&%ﬁ-{({hﬂ OifiCE

Bureau of Land Management
Jackson District Office

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, M8 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

On behalf of our south Florida membership, Big Cypress Earth
First!? submits the following comments on the Miccosukee 3-1
Exploratory Well Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

The DEIS was produced to fulfill the required mandates under
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The DEIS scope of
analysis is to include the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts
of the proposed action and alternatives (p. S-5). After
considerable review it is our opinion that the DEIS falls far short
of the mandates required by NEPA.

BACKGROUND The Everglades is one of the most threatened
ecosystems in the world. It is also one of only two other places in
the world to be designated an International Biosphere Reserve, a
Wetland of International Importance, and a World Heritage SBite.
Biologists have described the Everglades as being on the verge of
ecological collapse. Every major component of the Greater
Everglades Ecosystem has been severely degraded from the Kissimmee
River to Plorida Bay. Only one-fifth of the Everglades historic
watershed is relatively functional. This great ecosystem provides
south Florida with our only smurce of drinking water, regulates our
climate, attracts thousands of sportsmen and millions of tourists,
and provides habitat for numerous endangered and threatened
species. In essence, the survival and well-being of Everglades
means the survival and well being of south Plorida. .

OPE OF ANAL ‘Corsistently throughout the DEIS the study
area is limited to 5 acre pasture site while the area of the
proposed action is the Everglades ecosystem (p. 4-60). The affected
environment is the Everglades ecosystem but Section 3.0 does not
describe the how the ecosystem functions nor its natural
boundaries. The analysis needs to be greatly expanded to included
the historical Everglades watershed. _

ALTERNATIVES The DEIS fails to consider the no action
alternative. Evaluating the alternatives of an access road from the
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) aquifer map and US Geological
Survey (USGS) data shows the location of the Biscayne aquifer
extending to the Broward -~ Collier county line. Therefore the drill
site would be under the aquifer and not 5-10 miles away as alleged
in the DEIS. The proposed action could contaminate the regions only
"sole source" aquifer with a surface spill or subsurface leak of
oil, ‘brine, or toxic drilling fluids. To place our whole drinking
water supply at risk for a relatively small amount of oil is

insane.

Engineers at Dames and Moore or the BLM are not qualified to
analyze the location of the Biscayne aquifer. This analysis should
be conducted by EPR and USGS scientists. The results of an EPA-USGS
determination of the status and location of the aquifer should be
presented in the FE1S.

NSPO! 1 If the exploratory well struck oil,
this o0il would have to be transported most likely to Port
Everglades. No analysis is presented in the DEIS of oil delivery
systems. The most likely delivery system would be the Buniland
pripeline. The pipeline is a connucted action and must be analyzed.
The pipeline runs from the Suniland area across Water Conservation®
Area 3 and presents a high probability of an oil spill. In fact,
this pipeline is over 20 years o}d and has had 33 leaks. The FEIS
should depict the location of the pipeline, locations of all leaks,
the extent of the leak, dates, and description of environmental

damage.

Recently, the Army Corps of Engineers
{(ACOE) announced plans for a 2 year study that would result in
radical changes to restore a mors natural water flow to the
Everglades. The Secretary of thz Interior has also stated the
government's high priority to Fverglades restoration. The drill
site lies in a transition ares between the Everglades proper and
the Big Cypress Swamp. Water would naturally flow from one area to
the other in times of flood @ad drought. Everglades restoration
plans may call for reestablishment of this hydrologic 1link. An
exploratory well or potential production field may significantly
impede restoration plans. No analysis or consultation with the ACOE
about restoration plans was conducted in the DEIS. Immediate
consultation with the ACOE is warranted and its results presented

in the FEIS.

v DE ES

LORIDA_PA The best available data on panther telemetry
is not presented in the DEIS. The panther telemetry map used in the
Florida Panther Draft Habitat Protection Plan (DHPP)‘ (Pig. D-2)
should be used minus the gum swamp label that covers the drill site
area. This map clearly shows the drill aite within the range of the
panther. Both the DEIS and DHHP maps show a gap between two panther
activity areas where more intense human activity and degraded
habitat in the middle, has driven panthers away. Although, the area
would be considered marginal panther habitat, these areas are
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RS August 11, 1993 :

. Abbey: -
‘DPistrict Manager . .
“Bureau of Land Management R

‘411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
- Jackson, MS 39206 -

Dear H;. Ab})ey:

’ ‘Encl.osed is our comments on the adequacy of the Miccosukee 3-1
Exploratory Well Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

- The i)EIS 'w;s produéeé to fulfill 'the legal mandate of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Under NEPA the analysis
and cumulative impacts (p.- S-5). It is

the direct, indirect,

long history of inadequate environmental review, As the draft is
curgently written it does not comply with the requhjeme_nts of_NEPA.

'.I'.he most serious def.:lci'sncy'of' the DEIS is its discussion of
the Biscayne Rquifer. The Biscayne Aquifer has been ﬁesignated by
‘the "U.S. Environmental Pcotection - Agency as a "“sole source

tion according to the South Florida Water Management
g::::?i:a S:IM Plan (p.38-39). The DEIS states that ‘local
freshwater aquifers may be contaminated by leakage of drillin.q'
fluids or produced oil and by mixing groundwater between aquifers
(p.S-11). Yet the DEIS only devotes a few paragraphs in discussing
the Biscayne Aquifer. . . . ) .

.- data. Data presented about the location of the Biscayne Aquifer is

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). R mire accurate aquifer map was
prepared byg the EPA and USGS in 1992 showing the western boundary
of the aquifer' extending to the Broward-Collier county line,

25

‘Office of Natural Resource Protection reveals that the aquifer

the
currently extends within two miles of the drill site and not
five to ten mi_les alleged by the DEIS. . X

e Biscayne Aquifer is highly permeable and variable .in
size sdi;i::il.”nq on ryainfall, suzface water flow, and ui;hdrawal
rates it is reasonable to assume that the aquifer may expand in the
future. Several years of above normal rainfall would l}ke}y enlarg_e
the size of the aquifer shifting it closer to the drill site.

of - the proposed action and reasonable alternatives is to include

obvious after reviewing this document that the BLM continues it's ~

b ; "..-~ gouth Florida's only drinking water supply. The aquifer .
L ?gm? highly permeable, and is vulnerable to surface water

Under NEPA the DEIS is mandated to use the best available

.not accurate. The aquifer map presente:d was produced in 1978 by the:

Further research by analyst Jim Goldsich of the Broward County’
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. " Bi'scayne Aquifer by

sensitive area.

. hydrologic dynamics of the Biscayne Aquifer the prudent action is

' ..+ Purther, the DEIS did not analyze the potential impacts to the’
several - proposed Everglades restoration
programs. The DEIS states that the proposed action and alternatives
are to be evaluated in combination with other- past, present, and
reasonab regeeable future actions (p.4-60). . The Army Corp of
Engineers has recently begun a two Year study of restoration:
feasibility and costs. Second, Everglades restoration guidelines
(SWIM) have been presented in the recent mediation settlement with
sugar growers. Third, the Everglades Coalition has presented yet
.- another comprehensive Everglades restoration plan, All of these
plans propose to greatly expand the quantity of water flowing south
through the Conservation Areas. Millions of acre feet of additional
water in combination with years of above normal rainfall, would
likely expand the size of the Biscayne Aquifer to the vicinity of
the drill site or beyond. This .reasopa es action is
required to be evaluated by NEPA,

25

It would be absurd to spend over 700 million dollars under the
court ordered SWIM plan to rid the conservation areas of farm
pollution and then turn this endangered ecosystem over to the oil
industry. The South Florida Water Management District and Florida
state law (Chapter 18-2 FAaC) explicitly prohibits exploratory or
production drilling, and geophysical ‘testing for oil and gas in the
state owned water conservation areas as a means of protecting this

.

! .~ .Contamination of the Biscayne Aquifer by drilling operations
is a realistic possibility. To put south Florida's sole source of
drinking water at risk for a relatively small quantity of oil is
not. only reckless but insane. Since man knows little of the -

not. to drill.

» Considering the complex dynamics of aquifers, the best:
available scientific data needs to be presented. Engineers at Dames
and-Moore and the BLM are not qualified to'analyze the dynamics and-
estimated location of the Biscayne Aquifer. Recent. teéstimony and .
affidavits from hydrologists and other aquifer experts from the EPA 26
and the USGS needs to be presented in the FEIS.

Everglades restdration efforts propose to restore the natural
sheet flow of water. The drill site lies between- the sawgrass
Everglades and the Big Cypress Swamp. Historically surface water
would intermix between the two areas.. Restoration plans may call
for inundation of the site to reestablish this natural system.
Operation of ‘an exploratory well and potential field development
would likely impede future restoration plans of the area. Immediate
consultation with all appropriate land management agencies needs to
be conducted and the results published in the Final EIS.

The DEIS fails to adequately evaluate the cumulative impacts
upon the Everglades ecosystem. Cumulative impacts are impacts 13

likely to occur sdue to the proposed action or alternatives in

ekt

94

= Cha e gl

: 0. (p. 4-60). The DEIS evades this ‘requirement
completely. Piecemeal decision-mzking as seen in the DEIS chips
ecosystems to pieces-1ittle by 1jctle, This faulty process results
in faulty decisions. No single aution has destroyed the Evérglades.
It has been the cumulative effects of hundreds of projects that
.have brought the Everglades to the point of ecological collapse.
The cumulative impacts of urhanization, agriculture,. highway
'development, ' pollution, floofd control, recreation, hunting,
industrial tourism, mineral exploration, and other human activities

are not analyzed. The proposed action is evaluated in isolation

from the rest of the ecosystem, treating it like it was the only
development in a pristine environment. Under NEPAR the BLM is
required to evaluate the Proposed action in context with all the
~cumulative effects of all prast, present, and reasonably foreseeable
future actions in the same ecosyztem. What is actually at stake is
the integrity of the Everglades ecosystem, not merely conditions on
a 5 acre pasture site. ‘ .

-The.'DEIs fails to consider other "reasonable alternatives as

evaluation .as well as cther feasible choices. For example,.the
reasonable alternative of using conservation easements and transfer
of development rights was not evaluated. This alternative has the
8 potential to provide the Miccosukees with substantial income while
eliminating adverse environmental impacts; a win-win situation. To
limit the alternatives to a road from the east, the west, and the
north makes a mockery of NEPA, Pederal courts have held that a wide
range of reasonable alternatives need to evaluated. The public
. cannot adequately evaluate the rroposed action if there is po basis
 for comparison!

. ‘The Florida  panther is in extreme danger of extinction.
-} Further industrial activity  and human encroachment cannot be
.tolerated. Panther telemetry maps used in the -DEIS and the recently
- released Florida Panther Habitat Preservation Plan (FPHPP) ¢
“identifies the drill site as within occupied panther habitat, The
DEIS fails to disclose that actual panther activity is under-
represented because the locations represent only radio collared
ranthers which likely depict less than half of the wild population.
Both the DEIS and the FPHPP show a gap between two large panther
activity areas where the Miccosukee service prlaza and dril] site
.are now located. Increased human activity and destruction of native
cover-and prey in the general drill site area have created marginal
habitat conditions. R

-The DEIS alleges that panthers are not known to utilize the
. for any stage of their 1life cycle (p.4-55). Hildlife
-/biologists would disagree. Although the area is considered marginal
habitat, these areas are important for dispersal of sub-adult
panthers and aid in establishing new territories and avoiding
.intraspecific aggression. Tbe' DEIS explicitly admits that the
increase in industrial activity may discourage use of the area by
young males. The DEIS alleges that the area is not routinely

’

. required by NEPA. The "no aciion alternative" is not given serious .

L
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.."Jtilized by pahthers~but panther te}emetry:cpnclusivgly:indicateg

. the opposite. . - .

N destruction are primary causes of the decline of the™panther.

B ' * Robert C. Belden of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish

Commission states, "the only reason the panther still remains in

south Florida may be that, until recently, the Big Cypress

Swamp/Everglades region was virtually impenetrable to humans. Only

the most hardy individuals with specialized equipment could enter

the area. When they did enter their range was limited by the amount

of fuel that could be carried..." Petroleum operations are clearly

an -incremental form of habitat destruction. The Bilg Cypress

National Preserve General Management Plan states, “Florida Panthers

are believed to be sensitive to human intrusion into their habitat

and the decline of the panther has been attributed to the loss of

a a as a result of increased hunting, ORV use,  and

- other backcountry recreation; Wy o oa

0 u , agriculture, and urbanization, and other human
activities." : .

are important to -the recovery of the panther. Task 1317 of the plan
states that the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission will
work. with . the tribes to evaluate the deer status on the
reservations and .initiate mandgement- actions to - enhance deer
populations. 0il exploration and recovery operations would
compromise these objectives. .

According to the FPHPP, panther habitat is being lost daily
and the proposed action would contribute cumulatively to . this trend
and thwart habitat protection efforts. The proposed action would

- .  1ikely adversely affect the panther. Since the panther is on the
- brink of extinction, management actions should promote protection
“to imu ss . RAgain, further industrialization of

t
panther habitat cannot be tolerated.

Contrary to the impression given in the DEIS, ‘0i]l spills are

a common occurrence in oil exploration and production operations.
Production activity may last for 20 years or more. The DEIS
distorts the risks of oil, brine, and drilling fluid spills. It
fails to disclose the oil spill record in south Florida. oOver the
last 20 years; 81 spills have been recorded resulting in 163,000
"gallons of oil and 120,00 gallons of brine contaminating soil and
water. According to the South Florida Water Haqagement Diﬁtrict a
large number of leaks were discovered in the Suniland pipeline that
crosses the conservation area causing alarm over water quality: and

habitat protection.

O ~ The final EIS shoﬁld show the location and extent of each
K spill of oil, ¢ ‘.
T e agcurate description of environmental damage in south  Florida
including the Suniland pipeline.

| -|‘9_5f

‘. Increased human encroachment and resulting habitat °

. According to the Florida Panther Recovery Plan, Indian lands

brine, and drilling f£luids, the dates, amounts, and

72

R e T

~Z}Iﬂ suﬁmiry, fhe DEIS does not adequately evaluate the serious
"potential environmental impacts of exploratory drilling and ignores
common sense and the best available scientific data. *

T 'T_---Common sense would dictate not to drill in an ecosystem on
. "-the verge of ecologica{ collapse. o ' .

::J—CBﬁmon sense would dictate not to drill near a ?solé source"

| drinkinqivatet.aquifer.

. ,'-—COﬁmonhseﬁse would dictate not to drill in the haSititvof
- one of the rarest and endangered animals on earth.

. . =-Common sense woﬁld dictate not to drill in an area where
. oil, brine, and drilling fluids canfot be adequately cleaned up
grom muck soils. and sawgrass. . s

L ;-Common sense would dictate to .seriously evaluate other
alternatives and cumulative impacts. . . .

The document is highly biased in favor of - the proposed action.
.This is to be expected since the BLM has a dismal record of
environmental protection on lands that it administers according to
. a- study by the Government Accounting Office. Land Management
. agencies perhaps represent the greatest threat to the continued
" existence . of the Everglades. Every major development action
initiated by these agencies has resulted in continued destruction -
.. and-degradation of the Everglades. Citizens see the same mistakes
.  'made- over and over again. The Public is oynical about this
environmental review. process and believe this to be a "done deal”
" and that the BLM will “rubber stamp” a Finding of No Significant
. Impact. ) o - N

: Roughly 99% of the public comment has been- against the.
' proposed exploratory well including overwhelming opposition from
the Governor, Cabinet, South Florida Water Management District, -
Florida's congressional delejyation, Natlional Park Service, Broward
County, environmental organizations, and others, Yet, the BLM
struggles to justify it's development dogma while denying common
sense and biological facts. .

Protection meisures for the Everglades must be done soon and
~done right. There is no margin of error for the Everglades. DENY
< THE PERHIT‘TO_DRILL! . . e e . . ;

' 9

sincerelif o ' S
P et Y oy YA
., /Brian and Rosalyn Scherf '
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|
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April 20, 1993 BUREAY OF LAND TTeNRSerivhy

- JBCKSON DISTRIT i

To Whom It May Concern:

In my recent studies I have realized the
th? pregen?ed idea to drill for oil in the Ecerqlades If
th*s dr%llxng occurs and the oil is detected the pipe-line
whlcb w}ll be used is completely intersecting with South
Florxdg S water table. In‘the event of an accident durring
any point of piping, such as spills or leaks, will directlj

dammage the entire wat For i
Fiomage er supply for the residents in South

danger of the

21

. Becau§e Fhe chances of striking oil are so slim, the
idea of drxll*ng seems to be senseless. I am basicaily just
a concgrned citizen and causing such a dilema over an ar;
that will most likely not provide is money wasted. 2

. I was a loyal shell customer and untill this idea is
d1m911shed I plan to take my business else ware and I do
believe I am s?seking for more than just myself.when I say
that. Ogr environment is an importaint resourse to pPreserve
énd Putting it in a position of possible damage is simpl ©
ignorant. Th§nkyou for your time and 1 perscnally hope ’
reconsideration will be thought about before action is taken

A Sokock

Sincerly,

(i

Carrie A. Schick
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May 12, 1993

Stephen G. Schorr
13856 York Court
Wellington, Florida 33414

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear BLM:

1 am writing you in regards to the proposal by Shell 0il1 Company to
drill a well in the South Florida Miccosukee Indian Reservation. I
believe this would benefit all parties involved,

I know there are some concerns considering some short-term disturbances
in the area to human and natural environments. These issues are of
great concern to myself and my family. However, the knowledge I have
pertaining to the area’s groundwater leads me to believe there would be
signfficant amount of time to effectively clean up any contamination, if
it should to occur. It is also my belief that necessary measures would
be taken to protect any and all wildlife in the area. Especially the
wildlife on the endangered species list.

1 would like to believe that I am a concerned citizen when it comes to
anything or anyone who wants to destroy our planet just to turn a buck.
Actions such as these are despicable in my eyes, but, [ Just do not
believe this 1s the case.

If you have any questions concerning this, or any other matter, feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

TS %

Stephen G. Schorr
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAY, IMPACT STATEMENT

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILY,
AN_EXPLORATORY WELL
ON THE

MICCOSUKEE YNDIAN RESERVATION

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide
your name and address. Comments should be sent to:

District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MississipPi 39206

Attention: Robert V. Abbey
ﬁitﬁi'litit*i**iI‘iii***iiti**iiiii*i*it*****i*iﬁti******i*ﬁ********i
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April 21, 1993 .

Jackson District Office

8ureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Miss 38206

Re: Shell 011 Drilling ~ Everglades, Florida

To whom it may concern:
is interested

1 urge you to
the well being

It has come to my attention that Shell 011 Company
in drilling for o011 in the Everglades of florida.
oppose this action for 1t is a serfous threat to

of the environment.
was born in Florida and have lived here my entire 11fe. The
been one of the most treasured assets to
our state. It serves as a sanctuary for the wildlife that lives
there. It 1is a place of escape not anly for the wildlife that
makes i1t home but also for mankind to explore and learn from.

8y allowing Shell 011 to invade this environment you will not
only be threatening the Everglades, but opening the door to other
011 drilling in the state of Florida. This must not be allowed!!
The need of the many should not out weigh the need of the few! !

’

destroy the

I
Everglades has always

Please do not give Shell 011 permission to

Everglades.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

51ncere]y,

\

J
Patrice Shawe
6630 Thornhill Ct.
Boca Raton, FL

33487
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive :
Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmenta

Everglades, I am adzamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s ﬁiﬁ;sszgsé:izg
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all afforts to thwart
shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

/
/;%/ \%é’//’a«é&,

[

P

Mr & Mis § Paul Shuler

21830 Banyanwood RS et
EBoca Raton FLL :"F.
N3

2ot

< s 2 waermp

Dear Mr, Abbey,
Plesse do not .
Permit Shell oy
:rill for o4l in the Everglades e o
8 in tough shape as is and we .
it,'not hasten its ruin ot
this sets g bad Precedent

The everglades

2 3 d to restore
Among othep reasons

*

Very truly your ,
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1
BUREAL OF TAND ITHAGEL:EHT !
JECKSEN DISROAT OFFICE )

371 S.W. 6th Street #718
Pompano Beach. FL 330560
Mavy 13, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey. District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi _3920&

Dear Mr Abbey:

I understand that you will soon be making the decision
as to whether or not to grant the Shell 0il Company a oermit
to drill for o0il in the Everclades. Of course 1l realize that
you are well aware of the seriousness of this action. The
Everglades is in severe distress now and needs restoration.
Further risk is unwarranted and a very poor precedent.

. It is entirely probable that the environmental impact :Zf;
statement funded by Shell 0il relits on outdated maps and 85
erroneous conclusions.

Please deny the Shell 0il Company the right to drill for
0il1 in the unique ecosystem of our Everglades.

Sincerely yours,
Jawg, Wz

Carolyn 8laton

Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Dr, Suite 404
Jackson, MISS 39206

Dear Sir:

I am a concerned college student from Broward
Community College in Pt.Lauéerdale Florida, writing
to you with regard to the fact that Shell 0il Co.
is eventually going to begin drilling in an area
west of me known as the Florida Everglades.

Now I understand that there are some hazards
to the natural environment which exists in the
everglades and also hazards to the groundwater
that I drink. To my knowledge the real problem
does not lie with the actual drilling of the oil,
but with the transporting of the oil, which to the
best of my knowledge is where most spills occur.

I am curious to know what you are doing Mr. Abbey,

to make sure that Shell is taking the necessary

221 safety precautions to ensure that the transporting of

the oil is not going to endanger the environment and
groundwater.

Sincerely,

Jason Slaughter
6161 sSWw S1St Ct.
pavie, FL 33314

D .
MAY | 31093
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to pleas;
stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever=~
glades,

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
fragilg environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense

of our main source of fresh water.
I am vehemently oppoéed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

Thank you for your time.

%w oy

i,

!
{ BURERY OF LAb trifipsens,y
et HSTRICTOFAICE

IL{”!- W - 6 Ea3 ’l'_'j,

d




|-348

[RREERS e o Ad= st

R e 1 W DGR NEPINI IS, MELITI L

354 e - .
,‘i‘,ﬂﬂ e r'é]ﬁl- s . . . 1 » PR

Al o [} Ap10903
‘ B dP Lord Monaggrrent,

T om LU\"(‘\'W‘% to letyed .
Wrowd Yot D aon s\rcnci;j,_
. oppozed to e plan ‘N
~ T weuld allow, 5D\>l oil to dedll
for oil_in e ~everopdles. ;
Our Clou(‘d‘l’\ﬂ(i kx_Ou.hLL) 1S

Sloudly dusrdly away ol im
‘Hre rame of wrot oy
co\l ”Pr*c%\’tb%-" Thiskype

Ct proquess = 1ot uwhot we need - '
. A\ e ol company’s are
Wor—ed deout ts roey H How .

much
YR Thise TThey 2ov
ore ofequards te pwe ven~t
apt\a o darnvreg e ceuldd
be cousecl by a spill. udell
' e sofequercal 1S 16o% uramteec
T want .y cnildeen e
ey Aardolildren o e abe e
1o en o e t‘.\"‘ér(.'.\\OdE‘b an “\'\"‘C\/
©a Bday. T den'+umnt ey e
c\g%ed with oil Qs or blockened

proPc'\— Com *V\e\(’ q&\— out
Yot Hece '

by o spill. Sau ro o oil .
drilling — presecve ‘re ewerghdes
Sincecely—

O e Torrott K
N0 el Bemnronptt ==
e Coopee CH\I [FL. 33026

L] L] . - » . L) . L] L] L] & s »

e - o .
\—m m&' .ﬂ(})) N —— s’ '\&2] B
2, St METM ~
1/ WhimachFL m : L, 209 Stark . =
‘ +5%, 209 Adogron AT
L _ & i w
y 3 3 i
et Shell drill in Hell ‘
. ' panthers, wood storks, Everglades kites,
; . —=a Everglades minks and, in the Shell study’s } ,?
; ADRIAN AUMEN own :\c‘nﬂmlnaunw : g words, “other hd
! Talk about outrageous. waterfoul” (sic).
! With all the pr?dlsctlom about how Shell's tenacity would make you think it A MT
much {t's going to cost us to clean up the expects to find a pool of ofl the slze of
Everglades and the water wars that could Prince William Sound, but even the
divide South Florida, Shell Ol Company experts doubt there's
still wants to drill in the middle of the much to be found. There's
Everglades. . not much ofl ln'l-‘lorlda. oW
The very Idea of poking more holes in and the oil that's here Is
“ the already ailing system and Increasing  ©f such poor qualty that w
risks to wildlife and water supplles is it's hardly worth refining.
. nothing short of arrogant. Could it be worth losing
-" So Is Shell's attempt to “greenwash® the  the Everglades? .
plan by p ing an 1 Shell adx_niu that, IC 1t %
Impact Statement that uses outdated finds ofl, It’s likely to seek
maps and information. It only skims the more drilling. it «lso
surface of Issues such as the effects on admits that spl'ss are
grounds and future plans, . inevitable.
The proposed drill site is at the edge of* Exoton ard other firms
the Big Cypress Natlonal Preserve . drilling nearby have been
(located by the Colller/Broward line, north unable to prevent spllis.
of Alligator Alley) and the world- - Almost 163,000 gallons of
renowned sawgrass niarsh, a conservation crude oll and 120,000 :
area that keeps Broward and Dade gellons of plant-killing
counties from running out of water. brine already have been
State rules prohibit direct drilling i the  #pilied ir, the Everglades
conservation ares, so Shell came up with  8T¢2. Unchecked, one
a way around {t - by drilling at an angle. gelleix of petroleum can
The drilling rig would bé outside the contaminate one million
; conservation area, on land owned by the  gallons of drinking water.
) Miccosukee Indians (read: federal land). ‘That's why about 300
. The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet Soutt, Floridians, and even
] east - smack dab In the conservation srea, ~ SOFie tourlsts, crammed a
at 18,850 feet down. recent public hearing in
- Slick. Broward County to talk
The drilling rig would stand in a cattle with Washington
pasture within 200 feet of a canal and bureaucrats on the Issue.
only 1,000 feet from a pumping station ";ﬁ“ Shell 15 drill in . —
! that funnels water into the Everglades Helli" yell~q some folks.
| water catchment areas. Imagine whata Others sre cutting up their Shell credit
hurricane could do with that setup, cards and taking thelr business elsewhere.
| The area is also home to Florida Not a bad fdea.
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Frank H. Staus
925 PALM way
NORTH PALM DEACH, FLORIDA 3340
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Carol Stern
10812 NW 26th St
Sunrise Fl1 33322

H April-23,1993

Bu%%gsmlms‘ AL
Robert V. Abbey
District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Dr
Jackson,Mississippi 39206

Deaxr Sir,

I:am writing to protest the fazt that you are allowing
Shell to drill an oil'.wéll in the Everglades. The ground-
water in the Biscayne Aquifer is South Floridas’ only source
of water. Not only would there be danger of water pollution
from the drilling itself, but there is an even greater
risk of pollution in transporting the oil from the well
to Port Everglades and the refineries. Shell has not even:
responded to questions regarding the transport of the oil,
let alone responded intelligently.and responsibly.

I realize that oﬁr economy is based on 0il, and I
know the oil wells have to go scmewhere. But our lives
are based on water. There have been too many spills on
existing wells. There has been too much pollution from
the land fills down here. An area called Sunshine Ranches
has carcinogéns in their water already, and apparently,
the City of Sunrise is having problems with-our water also.
The last thing we need down here is yét apother source of

water contamination in our water, Please,Please don't

let Shell 0il do this.
Carol Stern
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILLI

April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "carcta!‘ccrs" of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations, .

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was 1 patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed anid abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT

WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD
PLANET?

knows what she's doing.

ire survives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature

{3
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL! |

April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. S. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers” of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition, There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales,. WHAT
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD
PLANET?

r Nature survi Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature

knows what she's doing.

VA

Sincerely,

April 20, 1993

Andrea Sturzen

501 S.W. 15 St.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315
305-760~7605

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive
Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

RE: Proposed drilling for oil in Everglades by Shell 0il

To Whom it May Concern:

I find it difficult to believe that this issue has gone this farl I
was born and raised in South Florida and hope to be able to raise my
own children here someday. If Shell 0i). is permitted to drill for
oil in our Everglades, it is only a matter of time before one or a
series of accidents renders our water vadrinkable.

I have been told over and over again about all the precautions that
will be taken to prevent contamination of the environment. It does
not matter because eventually the unforseen disaster will come and
all of Shells' precautions will not stand in the way.

If this drilling is stopped, Shell oil will continue to prosper and go
on to its next pursuit; 41f the drilling 1s allowed, we can all say
goodbye to the Everglades as we know it. We will also be forced to
find alternative sources of water.
Please wake up and SAY NO to Shell.
W %‘H_b_’

Andrea Sturzen
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April 29, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive Suite 104
Jackson, Missippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

I am dismayed to learn that Shell 0i1 Company has
applied for a permit to drill for oil in the Bverglades
This is a unique ecosystem and its health affects the
wvater supply of millions of people.

The Everglades is in severe distress now and badly
needs restoration. Purther risk is unwvarranted and
poor precedent.

Furthermore, the environmental impact statement funded by
Shell reljes on outdated maps and erroneous conclusions.

.

Very truly,

eca &,
Grace E. Sutton {(Mrs. T.D.)

2809 NE 10th Avenue
Fort lauderdale, FL 33334

* Robert V., Abbey

District Manager

Bureau Of Land Management
Jackson District Office

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Miss. 39206

Dear Mr. Abbdey,

Thank you for forwarding the draft on Environmental Impact State-
ment dated March 8, 1993 to me.

I found it to be most interesting and informative and I agree with
your findings that there would be ro significant impdet on water,
air, vegetation, wetlands or wildlife. Also, that water bodies would
be protected byboth distances and bavriers.

The DEIS is a very complete and comprehensive study and I urge your

department to grant a permit for exploritary drillirg to Shell West-
ern B & P, Inc,

I would appreciate your keeping me informed by forwarding the final

and complete summary of the document to me. I thank you for keeping
me informed.

Sincerely,

va

John §

€661 ‘c ‘Ley
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum therae. No number of precautions can agssure that
contamination will not eventually'occur, due aither to a natural or
human-induced disaster. T urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
praservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,
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May 1,1993

Dear Mr.Abbey:

I have just learned that the US Bureau
of Land Management is going to make a ?ecision
as to whether or not to allow Shell 0i} to drill

in the Everglades! “hat a DREADFUL thing that
! would be!

Our state 1s precious and drilling in

that sensitive part would be violating our
need to probect it,
Please do not allow this!

Sipcerely, (”—:;f
EANVATPP S
(Elfzabeth Leeds Tait)

MEEEIVE

]

iy _ 3 w

SUREAL OF LAND LN/ 3EN

- " _DEXSONDISIHTC

1080 N.W. 74 Terrace
Plantation, Fla. 33313
April 17, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Sirs:

As a highschool senior at Plantation high and a resident
of South Florida, I am extremely against any oil drilling in
the Everglades. The act of oil drilling will prove itself
detrimental to the Everglades wildlife's existence. Our wildlife
habitats in the Everglades are rapidly depleting. The small
portion that is still remaining is vjtally important to the
wildlife as well as the citizens of South Florida., We need
to preserve what is left. If an oil spill should occur this
could demolish hundreds of animals as well as their habitat.
Please do not commit an unnatural act as to destroy wildlife
Sincerely,

and our beautiful Everglades!

Kristen Talton
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Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss. 39206

To whom it may concern:

It has come to my attention that Shell would like to start
oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be
voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil driilihg. Not
just for the preservation of the Everglades, but'for the

water that it supplies South Florida: .

) ‘ ’ .
1 live in Unincorrporated Fort Lauderdale. This'fs only 10
miles west from the future drilling site. I also do not have
city water, I have well water; This water comes from a water
supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that

it wiil contaminate my water supply. )

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes
time to vote; vote against the drilling., If not just for the

bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from

her water supply.

Respectfully yours,

Fho Towglon

c

f_\

April 30, 1993

Robert Abbey ,

Jackson Diestrict Office i

B of Land M BUREA OF LAND IAANAGEMS |
411 Briarwood Drive oo JHCRSON DISTRICT 07 icE "
Suite 404

Jackeon, Mississippi 39206

Dear Robert,

Referance is made to Shell Westerns plans to drill an exploratory oil well
in the Everglades.

I am a Trlorida resident, a taxpayer and an avid outdooreman. My family
has 1lived in South Florida since the late 1950's. We have seen the growth
and baeq t hange. ot moat change is good, but some does not
give the benefits anticipated in the drawing board stages. Many of these
plans affect the environment in a negative way., I believe drilling in the
Everglades should bs classified similarlys some good, but moatly not. It
is a tremendous risk in the event of a spill. An oil spill in the
Everglades would make the 'Valdez' look like childs play.

I belong to a couple of South Florida ‘outdoor type' clubs. It has been
made painfully obvious there is some concern about the use of airboats.
This 1is partifally due to the oil a boat may leak. An oil drilling leak
would be catastrophic in comparison.

Provious request to drill in the Florida Xeys have been denled. You
should not consider a plan to drill in the Everglades based upon many of
the same arguments.

The damage from a catastrophic disaster would have a far greater impact in
an  ‘enclosed’ area such as the Glades. Even the equipment necessary to
clean up a potential spill would léave a path of deatruction.

In closing I firmly belleve that Shell Western's and any other subsequant
requaste should be denied.

I appreciate your consideratlon of this corraspondence.

b

William Terry
P.O0. Box 282
Boca Raton, Florida 33429

P.8. Was a Dopartment of the Interior Environmental Inpact study done? If
80, where can it be found 80 the public can reviaw it?

¢t Governor Lawton Chiles
Florida Gamo and Fresh Water ¥ish Commisaion
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Roderick Tirrell
5431 NE 25th Ave.
Ft. Lauderdale, FI 33308

May 12, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
Jackson District Office
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey,

! am again responding to your agency's effort to grant SWEPI a permit to drif!
an exploratory well in the Miccosukee range of water conservation area-3 (WC-3).
The comment period should be extended from thirty to ninety days.

Impacts
The DEIS does little to address the questions | raised to you in my letter of May

11, 1992. The problems and issues in most cases are answered with “will not
significantly impact®.

This draft does not even consider the Everglades Restoration Project which may 2 5

very well change the hydrology of the entire area. It is in conflict with the testimony of
local experts in its findings. It ignores the Florida Executive Order banning commercial

development in the Everglades Water Conservation Areas. it uses an outdated map 52
(1978) of our aquifers although a newer and more comprehensive map (1987) was
readily available. The DEIS claims the eastern edge of the Biscayne Aquifer was 2 6

more than ten miles from the exploratory drill site. The newer, more comprehensive
map shows otherwise.

The DEIS ignores Florida's tourism economy and again claims no significant
impact. The drastic effect this well could have upon local ecology could very well
affect future tourism in the Everglades.

The DEIS disregards the Sole Source Designation of the Biscayne Aquifer in '27

the Clean Water Act (sect 1424 (E)) and its rating as a Stream Flow Source Zone.

The DEIS ignores the cumulative impacts upon the resource already strained
by agricultural runoff, development, habitat destruction, poliution, drought, storms, and
the Army Corps of Engineers Drainage System. It is a piecemeal study of isolated
actions intent on ignoring the ecosystem as a whole while promoting the incremental
destruction of the resource. Introduction of roads, construction, service stations, trash,
and toxic elements will all have no significant impact? This documents purposely )
ignores our nation’s energy needs and does so by claiming that field development is
not proposed, probable, or foreseeable. Is SWEP! spending $5 million on exploration
with no goal of production?

13

15

No Action Alternative
The “No Action Alternative® that is intentionally eliminated in this document was

identified in the scoping process. Section 1502.14 (d) of NEPA requires a No Action
8 Aternative. Why is this project exempt from that section of NEPA law? Although the
DEIS claims to address significant issues identified in the scoping process, it
overlooks energy conservation and renewable energy resources.

Should SWEP! be exempted from having to consider alternatives to this
project? This development impacts one of the most sensitive resources on earth and
will do little to satiate our appetite of 16,000,000 barrels of oil per day. Should SWEPI
9 be relieved from having to consider alternatives because it might reduce our i
dependency on foreign oil? Encouraging private development of oil and gas reserves
present a facade to national energy policy. The DEIS fails to evaluate but one means
to increased energy dependence. The necessity to consider only drilling alternatives ,
is irresponsible and is based only on the leaseholders’ objectives. :

Spill_Contingency_Plans :
The Spilt Contingency Plan is short-sighted, incomplete, and deficient. Section ﬁ

4.5 (B) says a spill will be controlled by using dirt, boards, absorbent, hay, and straw.
The use of chemicals agents Oil Herder and Elastol seem to be most concerned

55 with being able to refine and market recovered crude. Where is the chemical analysis

of the breakdown of these agents? What effect will these agents have upon sensitive

native flora?

Alr_Qualit
How will this well discharge and monitor particulates? What monitoring will be

7 used to measure the output of volatile organic compounds and heavy metals?

Wastes
Where and at what volume will drilling fiuids be injected into the boulder zone

and at what levels will contaminants be allowed in the injected fluids? Regarding 40
CFR 1465.23 and 40 CFR 146.24, where is the demonstration of mechanical integrity,
5 4 the observation of injection pressures, flow rate and cumulative volume?
The Floridian and Gray Limestone Aquifers are treated as waste dumps rather
than future repositories of potable water.
Drill cuttings will be spread on an upland area of the Mlccosukee Reservation.
Are these cuttings inconsequential and resistant to runoff during heavy precipitation?

Nolse
Environmental consequences concerning noise are incomplete. Impacts are

6 4 assessed on low constant diese! engine noise, when in fact, noise generated from a

conductor casing drive hammer operation can be up to 40 decibels 1.74 miles (9200
ft.) from a rig in the preserve (4-19). Sharp, piercing, irregular, high-frequency noise
and their effects upon wildiife should be studied further.

Abandonment
8 3 Where will SWEP! be in the event of abandonment and plugging should this
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exploratory weli be unsatisfactory? What assurance will Floridians have in the event 6 9

;foe\l/ Gf;rjrt:;rnet c;sing irag’k 3\:{1’? leak? What will SWEPI do in the event of transitional 8 3

wastes? ere are the ( i '
Sbamnant of contamination assessments regarding 5 6
Wetlands

The Everglades has been designated a World Heri i i

_ eritage Site, Intern
?;césé%here Reserve, and Wetlands of International Importanoge‘ Executive 3:32?;
% an:i 11988 were enacted to prevent development in wetlands and floodplains
J safeguards to the wetla:mds and public welfare are glossed over in this ) 2 8

ocum_ela_:t. They sﬁould be given thorough, comprehensive examination.
— edvegetatxon report for Appendix A-5 was conducted in late fall of 1989; an e

usually dry season. Hydr_ology and vegetation should be re-examined and a' 7

rewsed' j_urisdlcnonal determination should be performed that may involve 3
Teclassification of the vicinity’s vegetation.

Baseline heaith of the Everglades (pre-1900's) should be analyzed so we can ’1 3

measure the result of all cumulative impacts.

Safety
Nowiiere in the DEIS is Shell Oil Com " {
) € pany’s record of safety violations
g\aesr;t;oir':ett:‘.e Lf:]?tg’oggz::z hlas palg tenf of millions of dollars in ﬁr:gs in at least three
es i aone. One facility had two separate accident ing i
14 injuries and one death. Shell is curren fchargo i >
injuri . . tly being sued for illegal discha
California and their o i o jons of wat
discharge sene wn records show continued and repeated violations of water
Shell’s record speaks for itself yet it wal ’
elf, nts to come to one of the mos iti
:rr;?ossgz tsr;efepg'a:;; tfgr:’l ists g):ag:orafn?g. Its rig may have all the latest technol;;;[::tcllve
) A e-of-the-art technology doesn’t make thi i
free. The decline of aviary species and the ida Bay prosant "
: i ) ¢ current demise of Florida Bay pre:
major problems without this project. The Port of Valdez was considered Z gtat?g;-the-

art facility with co i i
il ty mpreﬁenstve spill plans and safety regulations that could contain any

Concluslions

Please reconsider the No Action Alternati
o ‘ ve. The security of our wi
v“\:ggll';eé :Jled ,:g?etagi?tzzr:]n;{ be guaral?teed. A very small amc%nt of con:etgai:':)%pm ' 8
Is area will ever supply. This is the hopa f Flori
can always consume more, but can we consu it S effciondy Mo
4 3 me more wisel i
this walthe can save something for the next generation. Y and effcienly. Maybe
ope you will back Secretary Babbitt's promise f (
Please start by denying this permit. Thank you.p for Everglades restoration

Sincerely,

. o
Roderick Tirrell

1000 Kings Lwy., Unit 442
Port Charlotte, FI 33980

lay 11, 1993

- Bureau Of Land Management
411 Briarwood, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Subject: Proposed Mxploratory Well
jidccosukee Indian Reservation
Broward County, ¥L

Dear Sir Or Madam:

The conslusion of the DBIS coverin

g Shell's proposal
to drill the subject e lorator
be accurate and comple,t(s. ¥ vell avpeara to

The writer is in total agreement with the
b opint
that any disturbance to the environment wou."lp.d 1bgn
1:231.‘12:': ang s;xgg;;term and that potable water
and w. fe population
significantly atrected.p # would not be

We urge you to permit this project to go forward.

Sincerely yours,

pt 3 Trm

Joseph L. Titus
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Toepfer
;:;wv. Ep{bul Courl
Pompano Beach, FL 33062

June 22, 1953

Robert V. Abbey, District Manager
Bureau of Land Maljaaemenf'

U411 Briarwood Drive

Suite Y04

Jackson, MS 39206

)
FAGERERT
AN rﬁ'&

Dear Mr. Abbey: AT

| understand that From Yowomt) now until November you will be deci
1-09 whether or not +o issue Shell Gil a permit to drifl an c*)rplorcd'or)
} am opposed to thi's plan becayse

oil exploration s harme)| 4o ~+he environment and ‘threatens +he ver
cxistence of the plant Iife and animal I1ife in +he area. Even though

the proposed area is not within Everglades Nationol Fark, it is sfj
inthe < his+orfc”everglades. Ovr national parks should be preser

As a concerned citizen, | am requesting that you deny Shell Ol +he

well in the Flor:fda everglades.

-permit Yo drill for oil in +he Florida éverglades,

S/ nccre/)/.,

Pelon. Tk
Feter Telk

195 West 86H Stpee t
Apt. H28
New Xsrk, NY 100 2y

- 1-378

609 Ocean Drive, #4-H

Key Biscayne, Fr, 33149
May 6, 1993

EGEIVEN

-
Mr, Donald H.
District Managene? B MAY 1 01003 JL U
——
R D i3

Bureau Of Lang Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Sweep:

SUBJECT: WELL DRILLING PERMIT

MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION
BROWARD COUNTY, FL

I have breviously written to your office and followed with °

considerable interest, Shell’

8 I est of a
above referenced matter oqu permit for the

The draft environmental impact sthtement, repared
respected firm, Dames and Moore Conaultingp cg?: cozgauggg
that proposed exploratory well would not have significant
impacts on air, vegetation, water, wetlands or wildlife. The
recommended mitigation, to the short-term disturbances, is a
reasonable solution. Most imporcantly, water resources and
wildlife are unaffected by the broposed drilling.

Please congider thig letter as my endorsement and
support to
the conclusion of the draft environmental impact sxég?:ement

and my continuing support of the projec
our domestic oil resources, project and improvenent - of

Very truly yours,

ST

Sten J. Tonnessen

o,

H miles west from the future drilling site,

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404 )
Jackson, Miss. 39206

To whom it may, concern: )

It has come to my attention that She!l would like to start
oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this i{ssue must be
voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not

Just for the preservation of the Everglades, but for the

water that itEsupplies South Florida.

I live in Unincorrporated Fort Lauderdale., This is only 10
I also do not have
city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water
supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that

it will contaminate my water supply.

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes
time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not just for the
bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from '

her water supply.

Respectfully yours,

The Tovient Fomdy,
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May 3, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Re: Drilling in the Everglades
by Shell 0il

Dear Sir or Madam:

d to sit down and relax before writing this letter, as I
was siagzing mad after reading in the Sun Sent%nel Newspapei ghe
article discussing the possibility of your drilling the Bveiglafes
for Oil. It is unbelievable that someone could possibly dr :;
oil in the most preclous natural preservation area in iog
Florida. There are thousands of creatures living in the Bvergla ;a
that could be affected. GOD forbid that there is a spill or gg &
what will happen to the turtles, alligators, fish, and all the bir
species that live near the water? What will happen if theie tsdg
leak, and the drinking water for South Florida gets contam nate ?
Does that mean that all of us down here are going to have to s ard
buying bottled water? I think maybe I should call my broker an
have him start buying stock in bottled water.

ot attend the meeting at the county convention center
on Thgrgégy? April 15, but I was shocked when I read what happen:d
in the newspaper. I am going to do everything in my power to
convince EVERYONE I KNOW that goes to a Shell gas station toln:ve§
ever aver buy gas from Shell again, and believe me, I knowin o fo
people, as I have spent half of my wogking days work ngF or
powerful attorneys and spending alot of time on the phone._llrgm
now on, when I speak to someone on the phone, this matter wi e

discussed.

%:ak, {f could destroy
ousands and thousands and thousand
Precious creatures. I hope that Hrn. ;o%far‘::m;\iiifyulgf

Land Management i :
terrible glan of wSl}elllm'ask.e the right decision and g

what happened when Exxon fucked
wait for every oil and Ine cons

gasoline company t
that affects our most precious wiidfif;’ggggr:

HAPPENS. AND IF IT DOES

INVOLVED 1IN THIS TERRIBLE E
VENT, WIL
KNOWLEDGE THAT You SCREWED UP BIG "I.‘IMB i‘F x‘ll['?lvBE;lET?S

I am very very disappointed i
L n Shell
:::Y the Indians are doing this so they canm;xdakjénm?::e e s o
T way of life, improve their educatio X

what about the animals? Do
n‘t th
What will happen to them if there £§yahi:ik

n and health care, but
2 say in this matter?

I hope to GOD that this never happens. If there is ever a
the Everglades and destroy homes for

beautiful ang
the Bureau of

First there was the Valdez acc

I HOPE TO GOD WITH EVERY OUNCE IN MY BODy THAT THIS NEVER EVER
+ YOU AND EVERY OTYER SINGLE PERSON WHO WAS

ijggﬂﬁfimmxrurumnm

Turtle
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April 16, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Re: Drilling in the Everglades
by Shell oil

Dear Sir or Madam:

I had to sit down and relax before writing this letter, as I
was scathing mad after reading in the Sun Sentinel Newspaper the
article discussing the possibility of your drilling the Everglades
for 0il. It is unbelievable that someone could possibly drill for
oil in the most precious natural preservation area in South
Florida. There are thousands of creatures living in the Everglades
that could be affected. GOD forbid that there is a spill or leak,
what will happen to the turtles, alligators, fish, and all the bird
species that live near the water? What will happen if there is a
leak, and the drinking water for South Florida gets contaminated?
Does that mean that all of us down here are.going to have to start
buying bottled water? I think- maybe I should call my broker and
have him start buying stock in bottled water.

I did not attend the meeting at the county convention center
on Thursday, April 15, but I was shocked when I read what happened
in the newspaper. I am going to do everything in my power to
convince EVERYONE I KNOW that goes to a Shell gas station to never
ever ever buy gas from Shell again, and believe me, I know alot of
people, as I have spent half of my working days working for
powerful attorneys and spending alot of time on the phone. From
now on, when I speak to someone on the phone, this matter will be
discussed.

R ——

I am very very disappointed in Shell and in the Indians. I
know they are doing this so they can make money to improve their
way of life, via education and health care, but what about the
animals? Don‘t they have a say in this matter? What will happen
to them if there is a leak? Do we the people of South Florida not
care enough about these innocent creatures to just step aside and
let Shell come in here and start drilling? Where will these
animals go if their home is destroyed? It’s not like they can just
get out of the water and find a new home?

I hope to GOD that this never happens. If there is ever a
leak, it could destroy the Everglades and destroy homes for
thousands and thousands and thousands of wonderful, beautiful and
precious creatures. I hope that Mr. Robert Abbey of the Bureau of
Land Management will make the right decision and say no to this
terrible plan of Shell’s.

First there was the Valdez accident by Exxon, and we all saw
what happened when Exxon fucked up. Do we have to sit around and
wait for every oil and gasoline company to have a major catastrophe
that affects our most precious wildlife before someone powerful
enough to say we must stop this does something? Even though there
were hundreds of people at this meeting at the convention center,
is it really going to do any good or was it just a waste of
everyone’s time to go, because the people in charge of everything
are just going to go ahead and drill anyway?

I HOPE TO GOD WITH EVERY OUNCE IN MY BODY THAT THIS NEVER EVER
HAPPENS. AND IF IT DOES, YOU AND EVERY OTHER SINGLE PERSON WHO WAS
INVOLVED IN THIS TERRIBLE EVENT, WILL HAVE TO LIVE WITH THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU SCREWED UP BIG TIME IF THERE IS EVER A LEAK.

A WILDL VER IN FLORIDA -
Lisa "kurtle“

Turtle has been my nickname for the past three years.
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Annette Ungerman
1201 S. Hillerest Court, #312
Hollywood, Florida 33021
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2828 NE 30th st.
Lighthouse Poine, FL 33064

May 14, 1993

Jackson Districe Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Dr., #404
Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

This letter ig being written as a plea to "Save
the Everglades,

Therefore, I am requesting that you not allow o011
to be drilled in the area. Although I feel that
a balance needs to be struck between commercial
and environmental igsues, I think. thet the harm
which would be done by drilling in the Everglades
would far surpags any good.

I trust that this matter is being considered very
carefully and that you will decide that vhat remaing
of the Everglades should not be destroyed,
Very truly yours,
C v’ . o’
,&/ i Gt
Maggle va11

EEEIUES)
{Blr_--_—___-—_.—_zf{
J‘UI MY 1 T iw
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BUREAUQELMNG -}
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D IICIBEMENT

DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL!

April 19, 1993

Mr. Robert Abbey

Jackson District Office

U. 8. Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, MS 39206

Gentlemen:

Native Americans have a saying that they are thé "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsi bility to take care of the earth and her creatures
for the next seven (7) generations.

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Bye;glndes f9r
generations yet unborn, If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the enviromgent of tl!}:e Ev;erglas;;! f&n'g
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales,

WILL SHELL OILgDO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD

PLANET?

I irvi Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature
knows what she's doing. :

Sincerely,

Fil - 14 A

Kathleen Valentine
333 Sunset Dr., Apt 30S
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

it emmieea s s o

= o m—p————.

/15793

N

'ﬁ; L2 /QL./——L/&/' ba /&nz./..,,,,v

Christian Van pen Heuvel

1617 Northeast 4th Place

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
(303) 740-7553

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suit 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concerng

sawage into our Intercoastal waterways, so often that there lies
a danger in just swimming in the water, Mercury levels are abdve
safe levels in almost all inland lakes (I don‘t know were thisg
comes from). 0il and gas spills occur in Port Everglade at least
once or twice a year. Commercial Ffishermen take so many fish from
our waters [‘ve given up the sport.

Now we plan on allowing Shell 0f} to drill in the Everglades. If
we have a spill in the aquifer there goes the Everglades and our
drinking water. Who is making these decisions? | didn‘t vote on
this! When are we going to put life in front of MONEY? WERE DO Wg
DRAW THE LINE?

I am shocked that I have to write to Jackson Mississippi about this
problem. You don‘t live here. vou don‘t see the destruction.

I am Highly opposed to ANY drilling in the Everglades,

With Great Concern:

Cﬁé;éﬂf&gé: i‘vdzﬁ4g;:?

Christian Jan Den Heuvel, Jr.
Mechanical Engineer
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411. Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the enviromnentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plang to exploit the Everglades. + before it ig too late
our economy, our wvater 8upply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

u it ’Q/Z"“

Bour T v (hsted
SH20 MV 87 750

‘Cokne. S RINGS, F2. 33067




1-392

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404
Jackson, Miss.

39206

To whom it may concern:
It has come to my attention that Shell would liks to start
oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be

voted on. 1 urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not

just for the preservation of the Everglades, but for the
water that it supplies South Florida.‘ f .

’ . .
1 live in Unincorrporated Fort Lauderdale. This 'i§ only 10
miles west from the future drilling sitq. I also do not have

city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water

supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that

it will contaminate my water supply. .

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, piease when it comes

time to vote; vote against the drilling. 1If not just for the

bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from

her water supply.

Respectfully yours,

A Varge

- /7’ whem /%mﬂq aocm?
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much it's going to cost us to clean up the
Everglades and the water wars that could

d

still wants to drill In the middle of the

. ) (:?fff‘ < \4zngé&ﬁ4qu;2
Let Shell drill in Hell |

panthiers, wood storks, Everglades kites,
Everglades minks and, 10 the Shell stady’s

’ m own incriminating words, “other
Tatk about outrageous. : waterfoul® (sic).
With all the predictions about how Shell's tenacity would make you think it §

expects to find a pool of oil the size of
Prince William Sound, but even l.he
experts doubt there's -

] ! , Shell Ol Co
ivide South Florlda, Shell Ol Company nuch o be found. There's

Everglades. not much ofl in Florida, What you can do

The very Idea of poking more holes in and the oil that's here is Unless something
the already alling system and incrensing of such poor quality that changes, the U.S.
risks Lo wildlife and water supplies is it’s hardly worth refining.  Department of the Intesior

Could it he worth losing Is expected to approve
nothing short of arrogant. " S R Shell’s plans soon.

So is Shel’s attemsit to “greenwash” the the Everglades? Besides cutting up your
plan by p Shell adiits that, iri Shell card and boycottng
lmpact Statement that uses outdated finds oil, i's likely toscek — yng stations, here’s some
maps and infonnauon. It enly skims the more drilling. It also folks you can write. Or
surface of iasues such as the effects on admils that spills are Just mail them this

A\ and future fon plans,  Incvitable, column.

~ ‘The proposed drill site is at the cdl,e of Exxon and other flrms

the Bij¢ Gypress Natlonal Preserve drilling nearby have been Bruce Babbitt
unable to prevent spills. Secretary of the Interior

(located by the Collier/Broward linie, north P D 1849 C Street, NW

of Altiggator Alley) and the world- Almost 163,000 gallons of Washington, D.C. 20240

rude oil and 120,000 glon. 0.,

renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservation ¢ 4 (202) 208-7150

area that keeps Broward and Dade- gallons of plant-kiiing

counlics from minning out of waler. brine already have been Carol Browner

State rules prohlbit direct drilling In the ~ spilted in the Bverglades U.S, Environmental
conservation area, so Shell came up with  area- Unchecked, one Protection Agency
2 way around It = by drilling at an angle. gallon of petroleum can 401 M Sueet, SW
The drilling rig would be outside the cantaininate one mitlion Washington, 0.C. 20460
conservation arca, on land owned by the - £allons of drinking water, (202) 260-4700
Miccosukee Indians (read: federal land). _ That's why about 300 Robert V. Abbey
The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet ~ South Floridians, and even District manager of the

» SO tourists. erammed a ger o
cast ~ smack dab in the conservation arca, n Bureau of Land Management
at 18,850 fect down. . recent public hearing in Jackson District Offics

Stick. Broward County to talk 411 Brarwood Orive

The deilling rig would standinacagle  with Washington Sulte 404
pasture within 200 feet of a canal and burcaucrats on the lssue. Jackson, MS 22203

“Tell Shell to drill in

only 1,000 fect from a pumplng station
that funnels water into the Everglades
water catchment areas. Imagine what a
hurricane could do with that setup.

Hellt" yelled some folks.
Others are culting up their Shell credit
cards and taking thelr business elsewhere.

The area Is also home to Florlda Not a bad Idea.
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Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please
stop Shell 0i1 Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-
glades.

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our
fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expeniﬁ

_of our main source of fresh water. 1[

I am vehemently opbosed to this drilling, and will do every:i

thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

’

Thank you for your time.

3745,{@{ thihy

Mewrcr Watoee

May 16, 1983

Jackson District Offlice,
Buresu of Land Manasgement,
411 8riarwood Drive,

Suite 404,

Jackson, MS 39206

Ae: 0il Drilling in the Floride Everglades

' Gentlemen:

It is our decided opinion thust NO SUCH activity take
place - now or in the foresrneable Future!

Trusting you understand jusc what it is we intend to
convey, we remain,

Respectfully,

Oonald E. Walls

EEHLCZA 8. Watte
Emily 87 Walls

4052 S. W. 3rd. St.,
Plantetion, FL 33317

Coples to:
United States Legislators
Senator Connis Mack
Senator Bob Graham
Aeprssentative Petar Deutsch

Wy

i AVE
ikie ™ ] r%éﬂ"

Floride Governor § Ceblinet
- Lawton Chilas, Gaovernor
Jim Smith, Secretery of State
Tom Gallagher, Treasurer
Bob Crawford, Commissioner of Agriculture
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Ms. Diana D. Ward, R. N.

2401 - 41st Street North

St. Petersburg, FL, 33713
May 31, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwvood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

I understand that from now until November you will be
deciding whether or not to issue Shell 0i1 a permit to
drill an exploratory well in the Florida everglades.
Even though the area is not within Everglades National
Park, it is still in the "historic* everglades.

Please deny the permit.

Reépectfully.

MDiane 79, llard

Diana D. Ward

April 16, 1993

Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippl 39206

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to protest the plansg of Sh
COmgany to drill for oil in the Florida gverglades.en %
customers, we are outraged that there is even an est
drilling in one of Florida's mosi important natuiagur:si3?c:§.

Florida has taken great pains to ensure tha
in the Everglades is protected, including some specie: :ﬁigzigge
endangered. The State has allowed certain acceptable periods for
the hunting of specific species. Allowing Shell oil Company to
drill for oil is the same as giving them carte blanche to hunt
and eventually destroy all wildlife in the area.

In the event the plans to drill proceed, we will
boycott all Shell Company Products. As Flgridiané, we are
overrun with the damage caused by Hurricane Andrew,

sSprawl
cities, and millions of tourists, let us keep the onlg natisgl
resource we have left, the Everglades.
Respecttully,

.amal Y. BSuan, Wdlmran)

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Waterman
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April 28, 1993

Dear Mr. Abbey,

T am concerned about the drilling proposal in the everglades.

b

This area is the last ecosystem of it's type in the world.

The protective measures to be used are not enough and this has
been proven several times alreadj. The damage to the everglades
should such a spill occur would be devastating to an already B
fragile system. The report concerning the drilling was inadequate
end dodged the issues. Shell oil should seek alternative sources
of energy and instead of raping the environment save it. There

are patents for environmentally sound devices, but the oil
companies have bought these patents and shelved them. I, and

the people I spoke with, will not stand for this. If Shell

cannot use alternate, environmentally sound sources of energy

then I do not see a future for them in our world.

Sincerely,

Tfay Webster
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MaY 2, 1993
70 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

1 AM WRITING TO you IN PROTEST REGARDING YOUR INTENT
T0 ALLOW THE SHELL OIL CO. TO DRILL FOR OIL IN

EVERGLADES. IS THERE NO END TO YOUR MADNESS?
WHAT G-D HAS WROUGHT, ONLY YOU CAN WRENCH ASUNDER.

MY FAMILY AND I IMPLORE YOU TO REFUSE SUCH AN INSANE,

ARROGANT PLAN AND ALLOW THE EVERGLADES TO BE PRESERVED

FOR US AND OUR CHILDREN AND OUR CHILDREN"S CHILDREN.

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,

s i

1405

| A,

ARNIE WELBER
3026 ALHAMBRA ST. APT. 21
FT, LAUD,, FL 33304-4331 USA.
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_|-To. . Robert V. Abbcy .. 4/20/93
|-Re.i...Drilling /h..crcrg/ades..,_’ .

" The issue of drilling for oil

Ih  +he cverglades is onc that .
concerns me. | feel thal we

L|-prescrve. _tne. small amownt of
1 land. _that.  is lef+ uninhibited
by. .peoplc. Is it truc that the
| -8..arca for_.thec wcll site Is . |87
| right__ih _the middlc of o
panther crossing path? | am
~vevy. concevned about the well being
of the anwmals 2 the safety.. ..
what about the tronsportation . |oq
_of__oil_.from the well site 2 What
obout the possibility of an . |72

oil__spill. 1+ _scems 4o me i—hf:t-_
+here must be a  bether way

a. betker,.more suitable place o
‘ .4954—_,__.0” :

Sincerely,
“Pruchelle

Wntt

should do whatever we can. fo . . .. .

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwocod Drive
. ' Suite 404 .
¢ Jackson, Mississippil 39206

To whom it may concern:

outh Floridian who values tha environmentally sensitive
Qsa:glid:s, I am adamantly oppused to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human~-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

1-410

25188 Marion Avenue
Villa 14
Punta Gorda, Florida 33550

May 11, 1993

Robert V. Abbey _ .. ) . . L. .o
" District Manager o
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

We just heard that Shell 0il has applied for a
permit to drill for oil in the Florida Everglades. We hope
that such permission does not come to pass.

Florida’s unique ecosystem ’has already sustained
considerable damage through improper agricultural, ranching
practises, etc., and the Everglades should not be further
damaged by drilling for oil.

He urge ycur denial of this application.,

E;incerely, .

Faul A. Willey

(LTSRN /7 Lé

Marie S. Willey /
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May 7, 1993

Mr. Bob Abbey

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

SUBJECT: Shell 0i1 Company/Miccosukee Indian Reservation
Exploratory Drilling

Dear Mr. Abbey:

1 contacted your office recently and they informed me the best way
to be heard on the above matter is to write you directly. I attended
the recent public hearing in Ft. Lauderdale and of course heard a very
organized effort to prevent any type of drilling in our Everglades.

1 just want to go on record in favor of exploratory drilling since
1 strongly feel it is important to Know where our *domestic" reserves
are in case they are needed. The environmental impact statement
prepared independently of both the government and Shell 011 Company
seems to show very minimal adverse impact {f this drilling were approved 1'

o omaaty

and the benefits seem to far outweigh the negatives. [ would like to go
one step further and support every effort to market the crude oil if K
found since 1t will provide jobs in the private sector and income to !
every level of government. It would also reduce our dependance of

foreign of1, something I feel is critical to do in the years to come.

Once again, I salute you willingness and desire to "hear® all sides . .,
of the issue and as a long time resident of S.E. Florida, I can only '
wish we can get on with the job at hand and see if there are any ;
reserves out there.

$incerely yours; h

Mark G. Winder ’
2315 N.W. 27th St.

Lighthouse Point, Florida

33064 ___._.-——--“—' P
(305) 943-4827 \D rE“@_Yi_L; :
WGl MAY Y 3

EBELYE ‘\,
Mrs. Amy M. Windhorst APR | 91998 ‘U

5131 N.E. 19th Terrace i TTRAT
Pompano Beach, FL 33064 LEWJ

Jackson District Office .
Bureau of Land Management

411 Brlarwood Drive, Sulte 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

April 15, 1993

Re: Experimental Everglades oil Drilling By Shell Oil Or Any Other Oil Company
Dear Sir/Madame:

One doesn't have to be Magna Cum Laude to undsrstand that ofl driling and sensitive
conservation areas DQ NOT MIX,

| understand that the oil companies have more money than God and, therefore, wisld the
power to do whatever it is that they please to amass yet more wealth to control yet more
politicans regardless of the cost of the environment and the creatures so precariously
batanced on it. .

What ever happened to solar power research? What ever happened to research in the
areas of electric vehicles? What ever happened to research to Improve mass transit?
Whatever happened to all of the tax-payer money sperit on all of these import areas? |
bet | can guess.

For the record, | am totally opposed to any and all ol! drilling in this or any other
conservation area in addition to any other potential hazardous practices the Bureau of
Land Management and it's Corporate partners I crime are sure to dream up next. As a
registered voter in Broward County Florida | ceuld not support any candidate condoning

this or any similar actions.

I would also like to state that a reply to this letter is expected, however, I'm not as
ignor. s to hold my breath waiting for one.

cc:  Governor Chiles
Bob Graham
E. Clay Shaw
John Rayson
Sun-Sentinel, XS Magazine
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Robert V. Abbey, District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

| understand that from now until November you will be deciding whether or not to Issue
Shell Oif a permit to drill an exploratory well in the Flonda Everglades. Even through
the area is not within Everglades Nationa! Park, it Is Stifl in the “historic* Everglades.

Please deny the permit.

Very sincerely,
Alicla Witt

17 Weebetook Ln.
Cincinnati, Ohlo 45208

e I

g

Smiime e 4,

+ LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS

54.‘0 Boverly Court, Tallahagsee, FL 32301 Telephone (904) 224-2545 . OF FLOP\'DA

-

Kay Allen, President

CALL TO ACTION

Shell 0Oil Company has applied for a permit to drill for oil in the
Everglades. The League of Women Voters of Florida joins many other
organizations which are environmental advocates to challenge this
request.

Please write as individuals (in your own name) to the following to
indicate you would lJ.ke this permit application denied:

The Honorable Peter Deutsch
House of Representatives
. Washingtan, D.C. 20315

FU—W/—M"‘XGW

oggﬁuwﬁ"
1993

i AR30

Mr. Robert V, Abbey*
District Manager

Burean of Land Managemsat.
411 Briarwood Drive Suite 404"
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

The Honorable Bruce Babbitt
. Secretaxry of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW : '-/
Washington, D.C. 20240

If you want to do more, you may also want to write:

4
MANAGEJ seNl
Albert Gore am}%%ﬁi%l%mwomcz
The Vice-President
Executive Office Building

_ Washington, D.C. 20501

William Clinton

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Your note can be brief and postcards are fine. You may want to

point out that the Everglades is a unigue ecosystem - its health

affects the water supply of millions of people, the climate, wild-

life and the economic system of South Florida. The Everglades

is in severe distress now and needs restoration. Further risk is
unwarranted and very poor precedent. Furthermore, the -4
environmental impact statement funded by Shell 0il relies on

outdated maps and erroneous conclusionrs. .
Please spread the word and call me if you have questions ;NJ,JI'-’ —
Thanks for all your help. . -

g

Stephanie Pearson
752-2713

*He will make decision, please submit come(x)\f:ly

May 18,1993 ..
ﬁ? Mr.& Sirs, John P. Vienllos
13 Minnetonka Road
Sea Ronch Lakes

Ft. Louderdate, FL. 33108
.
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April 15, 1993

8307 N.W. 80th St.
Tamavac, Fl, 33321

¥r. Robert Abbey

Bureau of Land Management
411 Brlarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Miss, 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey,

Represenl the wishes of the people of Broward county
and do not allow Shell OIl Company tp drill for oil In the
Everglades. Thank you.

Sincerely,

O,LMW

Lee Zaushdr

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ZB ,.‘? "'
Mar ~ g 1993 ,: !
N E TORY WE , "
ON_THE IH‘IGONmsir.'v#‘,""hfumr

MICCOSUKEE INDYAN RESERVATION

Written comments on the Draft Environmental §

tatement
accepted until May 18, 1993. Commente on the analysi: r:nc? eé,x:g
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provid
your name and address. Comments should be sent to: P ¢

District Manager
Bureau of Land Hanagement
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MississipPi 39206

Attention: Robert V. Abbey
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Robert Abbey

bistrict Manager
Bureaun of Land Management
411 Briarvood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi

120 S.W.

Plantation, Florida

June 22, 1993

39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

BUKEA
JACH

U OF (
somﬁ'é';
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We are vriting this letter to protest the Shell 0i{1 Company

proposal to drill in the Everglades.

The well they are

proposing would be located immediately west of the L-28

Ccanal and Water Conservation Area 3A (WCA-3A).

that the plan contains several measures designed to protect
the environment, and the environmental impact statement
(EXIS) concludes there will be no significant environmental

impacts.

firm hired by Shell 0i1.

Even though

Hovever, the EIS was prepared by an engineering
Lribe biologist, Gene

puncan, points out that dozens of welis have already been
punched in the Everglades, including wells in the Big

Cypress National Preserve,

we feel that the same mistakes

don't need to be made in the future by punching more wells

in the Everglades.
drilling in the Everglades.

P.S.

* Sincerelv yours,

{4{;@ Geretn

>

We urge your agercy to_oppose oil
Thank you for your attention.

drida Zebelins9 Ph.D.

James Kolze

Impact Statement for Miccosukee 3-1 well.

This letter is in refereice to the Draft Environment

HANA

96th Terrace, #203
33324
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.Let Shell drill in Hell | e

1-422

e ——
MENTAL FLOSS

panthers, wood storks, Everglades kites,
Everglades minks and, in the Shell study’s

ADRIAN AUMEN own incriminating words, “other
Talk about outrageous. waterfoul” (sic).
With all the p,edfcuom about how Shell’s tenacity would make you think it {

much it’s golng to cost us to clean up the
Everglades and the water wars that could

*expects to find a pool of ol! the size of
Prince William Sound, but even the

divide South Florida, Shell Oll Company experts doubt there’s .
still wants to drill in the middle of the much to be found. There's
Everglades. not much ofl in Florida,
The very idea of poking more holes in and the ofl that's here is
the already ailing system and increasing of such poor quality that
risks to wildlife and water supplies !s - it's hardly worth refining. -
. nothing short of arrogant. “‘fg:led itbe e:{)oﬂ.h losing

So i3 Shell's attempt to “greenwash” the
plan by presenting an Environmental
¢ Impact Statement that uses outdated

finds oll, it’s likely to seek . -,

. maps and information. It only sidms the more drilling, It also
; surface of issues such as the effects on admits that spills are
. dwater and future jon plans.
-~ The proposed drill site Is at the edge of Exxon and other firms
. the Big Cypress National Preserve drilling nearby have been
i (located by the Collier/Broward line, north unable to prevent splils,
; of Alligator Alley) and the world- Almost 163,000 galloris of
! renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservation  rude olfand 120,000
i aveathat keeps Broward and Dade gallons of plant-ldlling
| counties from running out of water. brine already Have been )
! State rules prohblt direct drilling In the ~ Spllled Inthe Everglades &
conservation area, 30 Shell came up with area Unchecked, one
. away asound it ~ by drilling at an angle, gallon of petroleum can
. ‘The drilling rig would be outside the - contaminate one million
i conservation ares, on land owned by the gallons of drinking water.
| Miccosukee Indlans (read: federal land). That's why about 300
| Theend of the drill would be 4,700 fet ~ South Floridians, and even
: east~smack dab In the conservation area, ~ S0me tourists, cammeds
at 18,850 feet down. recent public hearing In
v Siek. Broward County to talk
! Thedrlingrigwould stand Inacatle  With Washington
*1 pasture within 200 feet of a canal and bureaucrats on the Issue.
‘i only 1,000 feet from a pumping station “Tell Shell to drill in
that funnels water into the Everglades Hell!® yelled some folks.
water catchment areas. Imagine what a Others are cutting up their Shell credit
hurricane could do with that setup. " cards and taking their business elsewhere.
The area Is also home to Floride Not a bad Me& .
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ST 4y,

Dear District Manager:

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please

stop Shell 0il Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever-

glades.
May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened
by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense
of our main source of fresh water.

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

‘ s
thing in my power to see that it is stopped.

’

Thank you for your
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Jackson District Office

Bureau of Land Mang ()

t
411 Briarwcoq p gemen
Suite 404 rive

Jackson, Hississippi 39206

To whom ft may concern:

As a goutp Flor
Everglades o o 1:;:11 who valueg g

e environmen

tortpetroleum there.maﬁiiynggg::eifto et Oil'st;iiissggsé:§;?

conta; &

umanfi.:;&é:g :i;i;::ot evantually occug, d::t:f::erczg : sst::re shat
. er, O make al} effortg ntaoug;:a::

va ebretcn:e it ig too late

su;
and natura) beauty of thipéﬁérgi:gesthe

Very concernea,

é ¢ e
Tl 73 Q&%zzfi/ C3777Z//. o~

Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell o0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum there. No number of pPrecautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster.
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . - before it is too late

our water supply, and the
Preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

oA (’d;;ya-\
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Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

loridian who valuas the environmentally sensitive
230;;1:323? ;'am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’a plans to drill
for petroleum there. NHo number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. I urga you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

——

Jackson District office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippl 39206

To whom it may concern:

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell 0il’s plans to drill
for petroleum thare. No number of precautions can assure that
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or
human-induced disaster. T urga you to make all efforts to thwart
Shell’s plans to exploit the Everglades. . . before it is too late
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades.

Very Concerned,

TR (A

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To whom it may concern:

Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell o041/

8 plan
fortpetroleum there. No humber of Precautions c:;aa:s::;d:::é
sgga:migsgégg :ill Q?t eventually occur, due efther to a natural or

- saster. I urge you to make all
gggllézrpISTidtgtexploit the Everglades. . . hetézitgzt:atgo:h::::
e, our economy our water suppl {
breservation of the unique and naehral beauty of thgpxzsrg;:gesfhe

Very Concerned,
’

Y o,




B-1

HERITAGE REMEDIATION/ENGINEERING, INC. ‘ HERITHGE ‘-
. O e ey

RO.WSLM& <6251 " August 9, 1993 E [‘3 ﬁ “ w E
Phone: 31712437475
FAX: 317/243-2046

Mr. Robert V. Abbey

District Manager A EMENT

Bureauof Land Mnsgement B st drtice
. S 39206

Jackson, M Re:  Dral Envl 1 Impact St (DEIS) .

Miccosukes 3-1 Well ’ ’

Dear Mr, Abbey:

" Herltage Remediation/Enginccring, Inc. (HR/E) bas prepared the following garding tho Draft
P: iroameatal Impact St t (DEIS) for the Shell Western E&P Inc. (SWEPI) Miccosukee 3-1

)! y well in B d County, Florida, dated March 8th, 1993,
diatlon firm with h dqi in Indi lis, Indi IIR/E

HR/E is sa cavitonmental consulting and g
has | with § igation of types of cavi tal proj Specifically, IR/E recently
ducted 1 igations and revicwed p Jurcs oil production activities in south Florida including the Big

Cypress National Prescrve,
HR/E's ts specifically address the p iot of ground and surface waters as described in the DEIS.
faco and ground waters, i€ properly

diking, lined drlll rig i arca with i qua!il; assuranco (CQA) Io.r liners, and surface and
grouu;t'! water monllirin g should ensure safe and cifective controls during dril!lng ,cuvillfs. ‘The water su;:ply
wells drilled sbould bo constructed to guard agalnst cross. fon of sut and approg

consideration should be given 1o ensure that the wellhcad areas are scaled and protected from theso wells
potentially b ing a conduit {or d d migration into subsurfaco formations, All monitoring or water

supply wells should be grouted upon completion of the intended use.

1R/E belicves that the level of effort vadcertaken to p
- gcnenl,} a‘:{iE' | ted, aro adeq) for the i Jed The engincering controls, including

‘The permit approval process from south Florida regulatory agencles for oil and gas opcrations and full
compl;ianco wl:& tho ,;ecenlly revised Florida Dcpartment of Eavironmental Protection {formerly the
FDER/FDNR) rules (Chapters 16C through 30) for oil and gas operations :lsould bo strictly followed.
Compliance with Florida oil and gas rules provides further forp of surface and ground

‘watcr resources.

HR/E believes that the DEIS reflects consideration of state of the art ?rulicu for oil well drilling in south
Florida. If properly implemented, the activities associated with the drilling of the Miccosukee 3-1 exploratory
well could be expected fo have minimal impacts on surface and ground waters.

1€ you should bavo any questions segarding HR/E's comments, please contact mo at (317) 243-7475. HR/Z
appreciates the opportunily to provide comments on the DEIS. ]

Sincerely,
- JIERITAGE REMEDIATION/ENGINEERING, INC.

S e 5 Douglag Al Opell, CPG
Sealor Project Geologist

Dear mr. ('\b\aea:

I am writing to express my deep concern and abhorrence t .
possible drilling in search of oil in our Fverglades. °

I‘strongly recommend reviewing Shell 0il'sy motive, promises

g?dctgz cxnsiguence(g{ an explgratory well being so near the
scayne Aquifer. ease review the proble

of Dig Gypeess Swamo ) p ms and deficiency

The anclent marshland is a key link in sur water supply,
moderates our climate and attracts one million-plus tourists

to our area. It has been decreec a place of safety for
wildlife and a zone of our planft where life naturally occurs -
set apart from development. Such an area is vital and not

an appropriate place for industrial activity, ———

Rest assured I will do all I can to 8top any drillin

d g and will
encourage all Floridians and Arericans 10 -
and vote out against this! Speak out - write out

IR

R R I I N

HUGH HOFFMAN, PRESIDENT
RELIGIOUS VACATIONSZFINGY .
524 NE 16 COURT (CORNER |
FORT LAUDERDALE, [EL 33305}3095
305 763 8400 an Y

ety

gy
FORWARD & ADDRESS \CORK'(CTION
REQUESTED

MR ROBERT ABBEY

DISTRICT MANAGER

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
411 BRIARWOOD DR

SUITE 4o4

JACKsON, MISSISSIPPI 39206
lII"Illlllllll"lllll”lIlI"l"llIll"Illllllll"lll"ll”ll

‘ :':. OUPs T

oo

DEAR MR IABBEY, MY THANX FOR GOOD'WORK 'U'R DOING!!! .
MY ENTIRE FAMILY & RELIGIOUS YACATIONS, INC.,ARE -

VERY MUCH OPPOSED TO ANY OIL DRILLING IN THE
FLORIDA EVERGLADES.

WE ARE ALL REGISTERED VOTERS & WE VOTE .£ WRITE
GOVERNORS, PRESIDENTS, SENATORS, ETC.

SINCERELY & BEST WISHES. HUGH HOFFMAN, PRESIDENT
6-21-93 ‘ !6\ BRIk
et

JUN 2 51993
0

BUREAU CF I.ANE A
JACKSUN DI %El&m

Sincerely,
B-4
Shell Oll Company @
Hifsboro Center
600 W. Hilsboro Bid,
Florkda District Svite 250
Deertlold Baach FL 33441

May 17, 1993 6k ,\B
MaY | 8193

B by S

Mr. Robert V, Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippl 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

I am the District Manager for the Retail Operations of Shell 0f

in Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties. The proposed exploralo&f'ms:?{
to test potential hydrocarbon bearing formations does not affect me or
my duties directly, but the pragress of the Exploratfon and Production
(E&P) side of the company affects every single employee of Shell 01]
Shell stockholders, and our customers at the pump, *

As a resident of South Florida and a Manager with Shell 0f1 ¢ ]

have never found a conflict of interest w?th regard to my res::lggfy' !

ibilities to the environment and the manner in which Shell {s sensitive
and responsive to environmenta) regulation, concerns and {ssues.

I have read the Draft Environmenta} Impact Statement and the conclusi
indicated that no significant im acts were anti on
areas fdentified during scoping.p anticipated in any of the

I have seen South Florida devastated by the affects of Hurricane A r

and for six weeks following the storm most of my work time and thengigg'

of my retail staff was spent organizing and participating in communi ty

service at a relfef tent that Shell set up in Homestead. Now more than

e\t/?r, South Florida needs to explore and expand its revenue opportun-
es.

The DEIS suggests that this revenue opportunity presents only si§
}mpa:;st;o tge :n:ironme:t and ;} characterizes them as inlenifiggﬁt
ue e snort-term nature and/or thair low

to the human or natural environment. o magnitude of disturbance




. Robert V. Abbey
g:regz of Land Management

May 17, 1993

Page 2 .
d encourage you
the findings of the DEIS an L
Took writing]tousggpgr;]an that would be good fordthea'e‘gor‘;?zyc;:mss
}?okig:vgzg wzulﬁ not pose a harm for our Everglades
or
Swamp environments.

Sincerely,

istrict Manager

Southeast Florida

cc: J. E. Little (OSP 44014)

‘411 Briarwood Drive

SPELLACY, LESCANO AND DuckerT, I A.

ckson District office
g:renu of Land Management

ite 404
g:ckson, Mississippi 39206

"

tally sensitive
n who: values the environmen e
Brefsiaies, 15 sasmancly Speose v shall Glie plane vo eri
. Nonm er g
ig:t::f::éf:: w?ﬁr:ot eventually o:c‘\:x: ,mg:: :i&heex; zté;.’i?sn::uthwnrt
[t the Dverg! is too late
human-induced disaster U Lo make Al e dE
oit the Everg o late
e plm:l‘.idi‘;.ti,:pl our economy, our watert i\;%pg,e rgli:des.
e g::tign of the unique and natural beauty o
prese :

-To whom it may concexn:

Very Concerned,

Loaws Office

UE
613 SOUTHEAST FIRST AVEN
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301

gson Gistrict Office
gagtau of Land Management
411 Briacwood Drive

ite 404
g::kson, Mississippi 39206

2H20£-2039 17
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Patricia Meacham
12227 N.W. 31st Street

Sunrise, Fla. 33323
Y 426/93.
Bruce Babbit
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
1849 CSt. N.W.
MS 6218

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Babbitt,

I'am from Arizona, and so was delighted when you
became Secretary of the Interior. I know that you are a caring’
person with a genuine concern for the environment. That is '
why I am writing you about Shell oil drilling in the Everglades.
As you know, the Everglades is a unique treasure and must be
saved. Of course unless action istaken now, it will no doubt
be too late to save the Everglades as well as the other parts of
the system like Florida Bay, Lake Okeechobee and so forth.
as Conservation Chair for Broward Audubon, I am asking you
to please stop Shell.  The Jast thing the Everglades needs is
more stress on its already over stressed system.

s

N Thank you, v
Pt om LLU'-#VZM
Patricia Meacham
Conservation Chair Broward Audubon

26
85

13
14
25

EEEIVE -

Ny mrzams |

May 18, 1993

Robert V. Abbey
District Manager
Bureau of Land Management e
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

TR
¢ NGO KHD P :

Dear Mr. Abbey:

Clean Water Action, an environmental advocacy group with over
50,000 members in South Florida, is submitting, in the form of
this letter, written comments on the Bureau of Land Management's
(BLM) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEXS) == regarding
Shell 0il's proposal to drill for oil in the Everglades., as you
are aware, Clean Water Action submitted verbal comments on the
DEIS at your April 14, 1993 public meeting.

We have a number of concerns both about the proposal and the DEIS
itself.

First, regarding the proposal, let me summarize our concerns with
this single statement: it ig Clean Water Action's position that
the Everglades -- home to America's most endangered national park
—-— isithe last place in the world where we should be prospecting
for oil.

Regarding Clean Water Action's svecific concerns about the DEIS,
our objections follow:

¢ The information contained in the DEIS is incomplete, outdated
-and in many instances inaccurate. The DEIS needs to be
redrafted to correct these errors and a new hearing and review
Process needs to be conducted on the revised DEIS.

4
Cumulative impacts on the ecosystem, potential impacts on
public water suppliés, the impact on State land use prograns
and, most importantly, complications regarding as-yet-to-be-
drafted Everglades Restoration Plans, need to be considered in
their entirety in the revised DEIS.

¢ The BLM's treatment of alternatives in the DEIS was grossly
inadequate and in our opinion defies the spirit of the National
‘Environmental Policy Act -~ a law designed to guarantee
that the public interest is protected in matters such as the
one before you. The three alternatives listed in the DEIS were
little more than three configurations of the same alternative
and the no-action alternative was not. adequately explored.

1320 South Dixie Highway, Suite 1140, Miami, FL 33146 = (30516616992 = Fax (305) 661-7645
P.O. Box 132, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 w  (305) 872-3725

lll'llllllllllllllllll'Illll"l"llllll'lllllll!lllllllllll'll




i d in the
—-action alternative was all but ignore E;
gggged'wthxggcz a revised DEIS to incluge a t?orguggfaggéyiif
c i ing a complete analysis
of real alternatives, includ ok s
i i is of alternatives shou “53
action alternative. ?he analys Srnatives Should .
i at, specifically, the public inte
;3§;§;§{ ::d ﬂowpthat interést may be harmed or served by the

project.

Finally, we respectfully requﬁst tgat Eh:hgigz;hgggiiégglgoof
i ject be made a

approve or deny this projec s e eteas of
-- by the Secretary of Interior,

%§Z§r2:§2tin light of Mr. Babbitt's pubéﬁc gronog:g::en;: ESS)
i tecting the Everg B

signaling his commitment to pro e e 2%t has
t make the final decision on P .

giﬁsgiﬁeﬁgfal to severely undermine his Everglades protection

initiatives.

We would appreciate a response to this letter within thirty days.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
—7 /-
o S s

Tom Weis .
Florida Program Director
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Dear Shell, !

' SUREAY OF TARD TRFAGEN

My name is Jeannie Barel and I'm 13° Yrs) old. T ive in Fort Lauderdale
Florida. 1 go to a school called The David Posnack Hebrew Day School. I'm
on the recycling board in my class. I'm the Vice-Chairperson. I'm veny
into the:Earth(::gace<::}cyc11ng. anqCEéture. I think that your company is making
a big, huge, gigantic, enormous mistake by going to dig in the Everglades
for oil. There are so many helpless animals that will die because of Shell.
There:are ‘meny:alligators; crocodiles, birds, fish, and other Tittle creatures
that live there. I think that if Shell can not find another urce of .
oil you shou'ldshut down Yyou r company or combige buisnesses/withbusﬂ\ess(
another gas company. There are plenty of ofl companies such as Amoco,
Mobil, Exon, Hess, or BP. If you were a litt]e animal you wouldn't want
people comming and digging up your homel! 1I'm only in seventh grade and
1 understan d that you don't go around destroying things just to make money.
I promise that if She1l goes through with this idea I will never buy gas fiom
any of their stations. I'm very upset with youf?i;;anie ecision, especfally
with the same name Shell, 1 mean, Shells are on the beach and you will
be destroying all the same animals that Tive on the beach plus shells, so
you will be destroying your own name. You and your company will be destroying
a beautifu? pluce, and believe me I've been there to see it for
nyself.....Have You! !N F71? 2

Sincerely :
A Conserned 7th Grader
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May 14, 1993 ST

*-Robert: V. Abbeyr e
District Manager . i
Bureau- of. Land ‘Management:-. .-

- Jackson District office °
. 411 -Briarwcod Drive, Suite 404
. Jackson, Mississippi 39206
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Bureau of Land Management
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Environmental Leaders
of South Florida

. Position Re:
Proposed Miccosukee 3-1 QOil Well, Draft EIS, APD

Mr. Robert V. Abbey May 18,1993

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippl 35206

Dear Mr. Abbey,

The undersigned organizations of South Florida have joined to offer you
our consensus position concerning the above-referenced proposal to drill for
oil in the Everglades. We, individually, have much detail to add and intend to
do so in additional written comments from each of our groups, to be sent to
you under separate cover. However, for the purpose of emphasizing how
imlrortant certain issues are to us, we have listed, and do agree on, the
fo

owing points:

’

* The information in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is
incomplete, outdated, and in conflict with local knowledge and testimony
given at the DEIS hearing. The DEIS must be redrafted to correct errors in
matters of fact and that a new hearing and review be conducted on the revised

+ The new draft should include previously omitted information as it relates to
cumulative impacts, public water supplies, Everglades Restoration Plans and
Problems, and Florida land use programs. Discussion of the Florida Executive
Order banning commerdal development in the Everglades Water
Conservation Areas and the effects of this project must be included.

* The treatment of alternatives in the Draft EIS was completely unsatisfactory
to us and to the requirements and spirit of the National Environmental Policy

Act. The alternatives listed were in fact the same option in three conf':furations.

We expect a new DEIS to include real alternatives, fully discussed, including a
serious discussion of the no-action alternative, alternative energy sources, and
of alternatives offsite. The discussion of alternatives should identify what is, in
fact, the public interest in the proposal and how that interest can be served or

harmed by the project.
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* The DEIS glossed over how this proposal was affected by federal Executive
Orders 11990 and 11988. A serious discussion of this issue must be indluded if
any meaning Is to be attached to these safeguards of the public welfare and
public wetlands.

"» We join to reissue the request for a complete Sole Source Review of this
project by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). We would request
that the final comment period for the DEIS be extended to sixty days after the
publication of the EPA report on the matter.

We ask that you reply to this letter within thirty days so that we may have
an opportunity to respond and pursue whatever actions may be appropriate
before your decision on the APD Is final. ‘

Sincerely,

Joe Podgor, Executive Director, Friends or the Everglades, 101 Westward
Drive, #2, Miami Springs, FL 33166; Ph: 3C5-888-1230

Roderick Tirrell, *Sierra Club of Broward, 5431 NE 25th Ave., #303, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33308; Ph: 305-772-3865

Ann Murray, *Broward County Native Plant Soclety. 608 SW 7th Ave, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33315; Ph: 305-523-0288

Georgia Reynolds, M.D,, 1990 Recipient, Theodore Roosevelt National
Conservation Award, 360 NW 65 Ave., Plautation, FL. 33317

Barbara Zias, Presldent, *Broward County Audubon Society, 4030 NE 17th
Terrace, Oakland Park, FL 33334

John R, Judy, President, *Enviroiunental Coalition of Broward County, 1073
West Country Club Circle, Plantation, FL 33317

Helen Hirschfeld, 202 SW 63 Ave., Plantation, FL 33317; Ph: 305-791-5740

Dianne Petitjean, Editor, Environmental Advocate, 521 S. Andrews Ave, #3, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33301; Ph: 305-351-0362

Patti Webster, Director, The Real Wetlands Coalition of Florida, 5215 SW 91st
Terr., Cooper City, FL 33328; Ph: 305-779-7283

Eve L. Savage, Former Broward County Commissioner, 252 SW 61st Ave.,
Plantation, FL 33317

- 0-42

Freddy Fisikellj
FL 33170 , Everglades Coordinating Council, 22951 sw 190 Ave., Miami
., Miami,

l\da.nley Ful.ler, ersldent, Floxida Wildh!e Federah'on, P.(). B()X 6870,
Ia.l]ailassee, FL 3231]1 F h- 904 656 -7 113

Joette Lorion,
33143; Ph: 305512’11?2’%“"1”’ » Greenpeace,

7269 SW 54th Ave., Miami, FL,
Tom Martin, National Audubon So.

33310-5608; Ph: 305-790.79 ) ciety, P.O. Box 5608, Ft. Lauderdale, Fr.

Nancy Maggiacomo Presi
, Preside:
Beverly Ct., Tallahassee, FT, 32;‘811 ;Llf}?:ggl!& -°2f2 Zygsxzxsen Voters of Florida, 549

Tom Wels, Florida p
Hi i  Crogram Direct
ghway, #1140, Miami, FL, 33145, p;?%%eg; _‘;\;agfzer Action, 1320 South Dixje

Barb
L ;ra Powell, Evergiades Protection Society,

5 22951 SW 190 Ave,, Miami, FL

Ann W hitﬁeld Execu FIOI ida P ubl n
, tive DlreCl’OX' ‘
v ICI. terest Research GTOUP, 420

“Affiiations listed for Identific:

ation purpases only,

Au.u. 6() uo(J

Fl'orida: PIRG

420 Bast Call St Tallahassee, FT, 32301

May 18, 1993 !
Robex.-t V. Abbey E G : - .

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management WY 20883

411 Bn'arwpoc} Drive, Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206 B Y ot

'JACXSOM DISTRICT OFFICE
Dear Mr. Abbay:

comments on the Draft Environmental I
the proposed Miccosukee 8-1 well in Br?ve::é %:;’:l:;en!?‘igi?i?) dated March 5, 1998, for

Per telephone conversations with
Your staff, v i
Maey 18, 1993, to meet the published dead.linweef:: ec:;l!:r?;zgsthe“ Somments postmarked

Thank you for your attention to thess igsues and concerns.

additional opportunities for ic i
rd 3 for public input on thj
038 opportunities be in public t'orziJ or in wgtlt,gpg:rl:rln and rele

As noted in the att
exploratory we ached comments, we urge vou to reject the application for this

Sincerely,

Please advise us ag to
vant documents, whether

%/J@a A.1psl
illiam A, Wood
Regearcher

Ann Whitfield
Executive Director

Printed on Recycled Paper

The Florida Public interest Research Group (904) 224-5304
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" Florida PIRG

420 Bast Call St, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Comments of the Florida Public Interest Research Group (Florida PIRG)

to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) on the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
T Shell Westarn E&P Inc,
Micéosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well .
Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida

May 18, 1993

R

The Florida Public Interest Research Group (904) 224-5304

for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Et:vxronmental Impact
Statemfﬁ%&osg dated Maf'gh 8, 1993, for Shell Western E&P Inc's (SWEPI) proposed
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well. Florida PIRG is a statewide non-profit, nonpartisan
citizen organization that has worked oo environmental and consumer protection xsst‘l:les u;
the state for the past twelve years. Florida PIRG has actively opposed drilling fobr 0 f?:
gas in the Everglades for geveral years. The organization has over 60,000 members from

Key West to Pensacola.

i i that the proposed exploratory well poses an dnnecgssary risk
to MOn?}:}:gﬁSnPeﬂ!texgz ec%nomy? V‘:'e find the DEIS to be deficient and inadequate

because, among other reasons, it

' \
ial i i ult from
* not adequately address the substantial impacts lzlkely to res ;
prggsztion of oilqand/or gas, should the p:oposed test well discover such reserves;
i 3 i le energy.
* does not assess alternatives such as energy efficiency and renewab
aour:es to provide equivalent energy resources to the nation;

. .. — withi
* t place the expected finds of oil and/orgas-yvhic!xgremmgmal - within
th(:oﬁgn,::xtp oi‘ the n:ggn's energy need_s, nor vgexgh this minimal g{m against the
risk posed to one of the nation’s premiere enmonmen}al resources; and

i i i A tal record of
* does not take into account the serious problems in the environmen!
the parent company of the applicant, Shell Oil Company.

More detailed comments on each of these points are below.

ddress the substantial impacts likely to result

0 tel
L The DEIS does not adequatsly ® ghould the proposed test well discover such

from production of oil and/or gas,
reserves,

S states that "Production of the single well or field development are not
proposgihgrnrf‘:sonably foreseeable and are not subject to review in this DfIS l()pb ]S-(:,);‘
The DEIS also notes, though, that *while ﬁ.eld development is not propose 2 70 31 den r
reasonably foreseeable, it is possible; otherwise the SWEPI Mx_ccosuk;zela-l wgakw:he ca:e
be proposed” (p. 1-7). The DEIS presents rather sortu.red logic, we feel, mt.o mth e se
that “"production and field development are not a cogneeted actions’ {sic) the propos
action (exploration well drilling, evaluation and testing)" (p. 1-6).

ioves that the possibility of locating productive hydrocarbon reserves
'ustiﬁe:ftsgeelipge;;ee :nd effort o!'l;he exploratory wel!, then the DEIS should contain an
p ntal t for the impacts of production and field deyelopment, not just
:}111:‘ ;ingle exploratory well. In this case, that of foreseeable production, there v.'o\c}l?i be
no exploration without the likelihood of production. It seems arbitrary and aﬁfou}s e ! }tg
ot require the DEIS for the exploratory well to address in some substanti. asfuﬁm th
x;of.ex:ltial impacts of production (independently of later EIS requirements for a full-scale

production plan).

The National Park Service,

Jike the BLM a unit of the ‘Department of the Interior,

i i lier
i integrally connected nature of exploration and production in an ear
l&::uﬁi:ﬁ::ﬁ?;ﬁtﬁ She{l's proposed seismic explorations in the nearby Big Cypress

National Preserve, prior to this drilling proposal.

45
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Oil and gas activities should be viewed as an interconnected
geries of phases. These phases are exploration, drilling,
development, production, and aband t. Geophysical . survey
operations, such as those proposed by Shell Western, are associated
with the exploration phase...

..seismic operations, for the purposes of environmental
impact analysis, should be viewed with the possibility of subsequent
devel tal ph ing ermore, a comprehansive
tion of possible impacts, including cumulative effects, is
necessary since it cannot be assumed that exploration operations
will in all cases be insignificant and fruitless. :

or

“Environmental Assessment, Oil and Gas Plan of Operations: Big
Cypress National Preserve, Geophysical Survey, Shell Westemm E &
P Incorporated,” Prepared by Division of R Manag t
Specialists, Bi%Cypuss National Preserve, National Park Service,
United States Department of the Interior, December 1987, p.6.

+If seismic explorations need to be considered in the light of possible cumulative
effects from later production, certainly an exploratory well should fall within the same
consideration. Exploration does not exist without the goal of producti Production and
its associated environmental impacts are possibla end results of this proposal, which the
DEIS fails to address. This makes the DEIS defici t and inadequat

Another possibility which several environmental groups have raised is that the
point of Shell's proposal could be to drill in order to establish a precedent for drilling in
unique and extremely fragile ecosystems. In that case, whether hydrocarbons are actually
found in this particular case would not be important for the achievement of the real goal
of the project, and it might be “reasonable® to put great effort and expense into an
exploratory well that is unlikely to fead to any production. If this is in fact Shell's real
goal, it makes the project all the more unacceptable.

. The DEIS does not. assess the capability of alternatives such as enmergy
effic}iencyt;md renewable energy sources to provide equivalent energy resources
to the nation.

According to the DEIS, the scoping process identified as an issue and concern
"eliminating the need for the project by utilizing alternative energy sources, developing
an energy policy which encourages development of renewable energy resources, and
adopting structured energy conservation measures” (p. 1-4). Though the scoping process

, identified this concern, and the DEIS claims to address "significant issues and concerns

identified through the scoping process,” the DEIS fails to adequately and sufficiently
evaluato the capability of alternatives such as energy efficiency and renewable energy
sources to provide equivalent energy resources to the nation.

We submit that it is part of the role of the BLM and BIA in this instance to
recommend to the Secretary of the Interior whether s/he should approve the proposed
action, and that such a recommendation should include an evaluation of the _|
environmental impacts of the proposed action and all alternatives. Despite its extremely ~
brief treatment - a combined total of less than one page in a document of over 500 pages
-- in the DEIS, the BLM and BIA apparently have the “means or authorization" (as well
as the National Environmental Policy Act [INEPA] requirement) to consider the "No Action
Alternative” (i.e., what would be the environmental consequences if the proposed drilling
were not permitted). )

s~
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The DEIS, however, finds that the No Action Alternative would “not meet the
purpose and objectives of the project® (p. 2-1), which are defined as "specific geclogic
objectives [to] provide access to specific geologic targets” (ibid.). Defining the objective
of the proposed action this way is an arbitrary narrowing of consideration which

redetermines the "necessity” to consider only drilling alternatives. Anyone holding a
Fease to drill presumably has the objective to drill. The BLM’s and BIA’s considerations
should not be based on the leaseholder'’s objectives. The BLM'’s and BIA’s role should bs

to_evaluate such proposals as well as all reasonable sltsrnatives, and their agsociated
environmental impacts, in the broader context of the needs of the nation.

The DEIS makes the somewhat oblique comment that “...while no national energy
policy exists, an objective of Federal oil and gas leasing programs is to encourage private
development of domestic oil and gas reserves to reduce dependency on foreign energy
resouxces” (p. 4-59). While the DEIS apparently aims to take into consideration the

*objective of Federal oil and gas leasing programs,” it does not adﬂuately consider the
environmgntal impacts of this objective, nor look at all reasonable alternatives.

The brief statement noted above from page 4-59 fails to evaluate, consider, or even
mention alternative means to “reduce dependency on foreign energy resources,” beyond
“development of domestic oil and gas reserves.” Such options include most prominently
energy efficiency and development of renewable energy resources (solar, wind, geothermal,
etc.). For example, the entire estimated remaining oil and gas reserves in South Florida
(approximately 14,000,000 barrels of oil equivalent, or BOE; gea text of comment “III"
below) would be gaved with implementation of Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
standards for cars and light trucks of 40 mpg and 30 mpg, respectively, in a period of less
than two weeks. The DEIS presumes, apparently wholly without justification, only one
means to achieve the goal of increased energy independence for the nation.

As noted elsewhere in our comments, the DEIS fails tc evaluate the extent to
which the proposed exploratory well would in fact "encourage the development of domestic
oil and gas reserves." Of course, such development could only happen with production of
reserves, presumably the reason for exploration, and such production is of course not even
cursorily addressed by the DEIS (see our comment numbered "I" above). The DEIS also
fails to place potential produced reserves from the proposed exploratory well in the context
of total domestic oil and gas reserves (see our comment numbered “III" below), the only
context in which one could meaningfully review the extent to which it would “reduce
dependency on foreign energy resources.”

. ‘The DEIS appears to be arguing both sides of a critical point. In looking at. the
negative environmental impacts of the proposal, the DEIS looks only at exploration and
makes an explicit case against including the negative environmental impacts of production,
In arguing for the benefits of the proposal, the DEIS points to development and
production. To be consistent, which we believe it i3 not, the DEIS should either look at
the negative environmental impacts as well as the benefits of exploration gnly, or the
negative environmental impacts as well as the benefits of exploration along with
subsequent development and production.

The rationale stated in the DEIS for not considering the sliernative of utilizing

alternative energy sources seems flimsy and arbitrary. A consideration of the capability
of alternative energy sources to provide equivalent energy resources to the nation should
play & prominent role in the environmental review of any proposed extractive fossil fuel
exploration and development,
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The BLM should recommend to the DOI Secretary, and the Secretary should
consider, not simply the question of whether “hydrocarbons are present,” but should
include this question within the much larger framework and context of providing energy
resources to_the nation, and the environmental impacts of alternative options. The
descri{:ﬁons of the environmental impacts of any proposal for energy development in the

ades watershed remain incomplete if they are not placed in the larger context of

Everg|
alternative energy sources, For this reason we find the DEIS to be deficient and

inadequate.

1. The DEIS does not place the expected potential finds of oil and/or gas --
which are minimal -- within the context of the nation’s energy needs, nor weigh
this minimal gain against the risk posed to one of the nation’s premiere

environmental resources.

The DEIS states that “the well would test the Sunniland Formation and targets
below the Sunniland” (p. 1-6). The DEIS further states that “recent statistics indicate the
remaining recoverable oil and gas reserves in South Florida are about 13,949,000 barrels
and 1,376,000 Mcf, respectively” (Appendix 1, p. 4). (1,876,000 Mcf of gas is equivalent
to approximately 245 barrels of oil equivalent - virtually none — using conversion figures
from the Dept. of Interior's Minerals Management Servico (MMS).)

.. What the DEIS does not do is note that in the context of the energy needs of this
country, additional reserves in South Florida are virtually meaningless. The nation
consumes the equivalent of approximately 17,000,000 barrels of oil each day. Much of
the remaining South Florida reserves noted in the above DEIS citation are already going
to be produced from existing wells in locations outside the Everglades watershed. Thus

this exploratory well likely hes the potential to find oil reserves eguivalent to only a
small fraction of one day’s worth of U.S, consumption.

The cumulative amount of oil and gas produced by the entire South Florida region
(the "Sunniland trend”) has had virtually no impact on the nation’s energy resources. In
its entire 50-year history, South Florida has produced approximately 100 million barrels
of oil, an amount equivalent to approximately six days of national consumption. The
proposed exploratory well will do nothing to “reduce dependency on foreign energy
resources,” even if exploration leads to production. The proposed well does, however,
threaten one of the nation’s and the world’s premiere environmental resources.

Any potential further discovery and development, for less than one day’s supply of
the nation’s energy needs, should be evaluated in the DEIS in the context of such a “gain*
in relation to the risk to the Everglades, and the incomparably greater gain in avoiding
this potential danger to this fragile and unique ecosystem. The DEIS does not do this,
and is inadequate and deficient because of this lack.

The current, DOI Secretary, Bruce Babbitt, has indicated that he considers
protaction of the Everglades of paramount importancs. The proposed exploratory well

" cannot be divorced from its potentinl catastrophic impacts to this unique and fragile

ecosystem should an accident occur, whatever tl;e degree of likelihood.

22
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" (Pleasg seq the attached news

IV. The DEIS does not take into account the serious problems in the
environmental record of the parent company of the applicant, Shell Oil

Company. .
Shell Qil Company has a record of significant pollution of the environment. This
record does not appear to be addressed anywhere in the text of the DEIS. We believe
Shell’s pollution record strongly supports the case against allowing one of its subsidiaries
. to drill in one of the most fragile and unique ecosystems in the world. A brief review of
geveral points in Shell's pollution record demonstrates the companys lack of

environmental responsibility:

* Shell has been held responsible as the primary corporate polluter at a Superfund
toxic waste site that EPA termed "the most, or certainly one of the most” contaminated
sites in the world. Shell operated a pesticide plant at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal in
Denver after military operations at the facility ceased in 1980, and has settled with the

federal government to pay part of what was at the time a record $1 billion clean-up cost.
paper article; articles on the other events noted below can

be supplied tpon request.)

* In April 1988 Shell’'s Martinez California refinery leaked 441,000 gallons of crude
oil into a sensitive nature habitat along upper San Francisco Bay. A state game warden
said it may be years hefore some of the worst-hit areas can again accommodata nesting
ducks and other waterfowl. The company later had to pay almost $20 million for cleanup

efforts in a settlement with the government.

* In May 1988 Shell's Norco Louisiana refinery was ripped by an explosion in its
at killed at least one person, caused damage to hundreds of

catalytic cracking unit th
neighborhood homes, and caused shutdown of the 220,000 barrel/day refinery and a
nearby Shell chemical plant.

* In September 1989 Shell's Martinez refinery had a huge explosion and fire.
Press accounts described “shooting flames more then 100 feet into the evening sky and
spewing tall columns of dense smoke visible 40 miles away," according to authorities,

* In April 1990 Shell’s refinery in Carson California was found to have at least 25
defective welds on piping that would have carried very hot and highly flammable
petroleum liquids. Shell's health and safety manager was quoted as saying "In my
experience, Shell has sufficient safeguards, auditing procedures and assurances in place
to avoid a situation-where we have have people out there doing unsafe acts.” The same

facility had had at least two other accidents in the previous two months, resulting in 14

injuries and 1 death.

* Shell is currently béing sued by the National Environmental Law Center (NELC)
on behalf of California PIRG for illegal discharges of selenium and cyanide into San
Francisco Bay from its Martinez refinery. The company’s own records show repeated and
continuing violations of its water discharge permits for these highly toxic substances.

This is not an exhaustive list of Shell's history of severe and ongoing
environmentally destructive actions. The DEIS notes that “certain measures that would
avoid or reduce impacts have been included by SWEPI in the proposal. Such measures
-are considered design features of the proposal...” (p. 4-1). Thess measures should be seen
by the BLM, the BIA and the public, we believe, in the light of Shell's proven poor
environmental record. The DEIS does not appear to address this critically important
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aspect of the proposal -- the trustworthin,
: ess of s clai i
operations -- and as such is deficient and i:adsel:;zl;:edmms of suvizonmentally protective

This concludes our ma;
additional flaws that contn‘bmg comments on the DEIS. The DEIS likely h
limited us to the comments :bovl: its deficiency and inadequacy; time rishzztaﬁtg::

In summary, because of the defici i
’ eficiency and inadequay .
we urge the BLM and BIA to reject the application 3’:3 thcjz :“}Le IZ‘IEIS aslfmted above,
> ra well,
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Founded by Marjory Stoneman Douglas
101 Westward Drive, #2, Miami Springs, Florida 33166; Ph: (305) 888-1230

r. Robert V. Abby

District Manager

of Land M t

April 14,1993

Re: Proposed Miccosukee 3-1 Well

Draft EIS, APD

411 Belarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississtppl 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey,

for the purpose of
supplics of the four million peo;

In addition to our testimony given at |
add this request in writing: Friends of the Everg]
to provide to the US. Environmental P
f a “Sole Source” Revi

drinking water.

wasd
the arca covered by that designation, a designa
1976 by Board Members of Friends of the Everglades,

We ask, through you, that thi
Section 1424 {c) of the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, u

Aquifer” by EPA in 1978

ignated asa “Sole S

Douglas

oral testimony today and In furthe
comment period for this DEIS until sixty days after the
Review and its publication. Thank you for your cooperat

We believe that the project will significa
groundwater and surface water systems that may

We have many more comments concerning this project
r writlcn comments o you.

forward lo your written reply.

and by its P

Executive Dircclor

oday’s Ft. Lauderdale hearing, T would like to
lades requests the Burcau of Land Manag_cmcnt
rolection Agency all available data concerning this issue
ow of the effects this project might have on the water
ple dependent on the Biscayne Aquifer for thelr sole source of

s review be co:zduclcd by EPA as provided for under

nder which Act the Biscayne Aquifer
. This proposed project does lie within
tion oblalned as a result of a petition filed in

P Mariory <

ntly lmpact hydsologleally connected
pose significant hazards to public health.

which will be touched on in our
1do ask that you cxtend the
completion of the EPA Sole Source
fon in this important matter; 1 look

27

- The Everglades is:

A Water Treatment Plant/Utility
o it stores
¢ jt purifies
o it recirculates
¢ it provides rainfall irrigation
¢ it distributes water to customers
« it refills wells

A Climate Machine
* it regulates temperatures
¢ it makes rain
* it generates wind
¢ jt cleans the air

A Seafood Factory

» jt is a superior lobster hatchery

A Tourist Resort

« it produces shrimp as far away as Key West

* it is a nursery for sports and commercial fishes
served to diners around the continent
* it makes possible the famous stone crabs

* a multibillion dollar sports fishing industry

* the main reason for South Florida's boating industry

 motels, hotels, campgrounds, resorts, restaurants and
other tourist amenities depend on the Glades

« the dive industry, canoe rentals and sales, bird watching

« transportation by air, bus, train, steamship

o other attractions: ai*boat rides, Indian villages, et al.

A Reservoir of Biodiversity of International Value

A Central Source of Jobs, Gov)ernment and Private

And All of it Can Run for Free on Just Gravity and Sunlight if Properly Designed!!!
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Founded by Marjory Stoneman Douglas
101 Westward Drive, #2, Miami Springs, Florida 33166; Ph: (305) 838-1230

Mr. Robert V. Abbey May 18,1993

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey,

On behalf of the Friends of the Everglades I write to highlight some of
our remarks made at the April 14th public hearing concerning the Draft .
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Proposed Miccosukee 3-1 Oil
Well, Application for Permit to Drill (APD).

First let me say that Friends of the Everglades opposes the APD and the
proposed project on the basis of policy issues concerning the future
restoration of the Everglades, issues relative to land uses in a drinking water
supply area, and issues dealing with groundwater protection. As leaders in the
development of these policies in Florida and at a national level (specifically the
“Sole Source” provisions of the Safe Drinking Water Act and wellhead

' protection), we have firm positions that preclude the risk to public health,
welfare and safety that this project poses. . .

Secondly, the information, as brought out so far in the public hearing,
contains enough data to convince us that there is no significant support for the
conclusion that the project will have no harmful effects on the environment
and the water resources of the region. On the contrary, our knowledge of the
area’s groundwater systems lead us to believe that the project will put in
serious jeopardy the groundwater and surface water resources that serve the
drinking water needs of the urban coastal cities and the biological integrity of
the Evergla?es.u .

Specifically:

¢ The Ggey Lime);tone Aquifer underlies the site and is hydraulically connected
to, in part (and indistinguishable from, in other parts), the Biscayne Aquifer, an
aquifer designated as a Sole Source by EPA. Leaks in the well, the site, and the
accessory activities risk contamination in a way that may create a significant

hazard to public health.

29
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* The EIS claims that water does not drain south and east of the proposed site,
yet the photos and maps of the site show clearly that those are the precise
destinations of the site’s drainage water, Water Zonservation Area #3 will
receive both routine drainage and emergency rverflows from the oil well site
under this proposal. Emergendies such as hurricanes, blowouts, spills, floods,
and fires can have serious impacts on the WCA #3 and downstream systems
(such as Everglades National Park), including the rimary recharge areas of the
Biscayne Aquifer which are affected by direc: recgarge and seepage from
WCA #3. :

* The proposal and the DEIS ignores a world of activity presently engaged to
restore the Everglades, and they ignore proposals to reflood many presently
drained areas in the process. One such proposal, currently under consideration
b}v the state, is a flow-way connecting Lake Okeechobee with the WCA #3. No
discussion of this or of any other consequences of the Everglades Restoration
has been included in the DEIS. If it was, you crald only conclude that the well
site was an obstacle to saving the Everglades. .

* The DEIS is severely flawed and must be redone. A new draft with the
resultant new review process is required to settle the many conflicts in content
that were brought out at the public hearing. The current DEIS uses out-of-date
maps, incomplete treatment of alternatives, and no discussion of cumulative
impacts. This cannot serve the purposes of NEPA nor of the BLM in making a

proper decision.

We have not heard yet from you as to our April 14th written request for
an extension of the comment deadline and for a “Sole Source Review” b%' the
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. We expect that gou have favorably
received these requests, otherwise you would not have delayed in advising us
until after the deadline. We would appreciate formal notice of this intention.

T wish to reaffirm, in closing, that Friends of the Everglades believes you
will deny this project based on a proper body of information that only an
accurate and complete EIS can provide. We also believe that the DEIS you
now have fails to provide that information and will mislead you to a disastrous
decision unless corrected. From what we know, Friends o{.:poses the project
and urges a denial of the Application for Permission to Drill,
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GRE ~NPEACE

Greenpeace + 1436 U Street NW » Washington DC 20009 » X
o Tix89-2359 - Fax (202) a62.a50y 1 (202 4621177

. May 28, 1993°

.- Robert V. 'abbey” . .. . - . L. BUR o ;
- -District 'Hanang' o . - ;_.U;ﬂ%ﬁﬂg&m&%m :
.- Bureau of Land Managemépt" . . Lt L e
" 411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 e L
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 - o i

Dear Mr. Abbey,” . | LT

As per our teleplione conversation of the aay, en
e other .da
plfzgedtfind the final Page 15 of the DEIS Comments that zaseggxi:::g
:;,ne P?o pg:ggn ts:gzlgrge;)p;aff Comments submitted on May 18, 1993 for
=1l Well. It is m : )
_incorporate rage 15 into our documeng. undérstandi:ng that you will

- I would appreciate it if you would also incorpo; ‘
. 80 in

attached revised bage 13 with our comments also. f:gr%?ﬁ: 22:
. ;g?::::ﬁ: Ng?;lt?::hiddress both drilling and production, and I was
. subiitrean . s wai .- clgaf:_ in. the c?riginal "page‘ 13 thatj.. ve

B .. . . - .
. ’Ihank-you.tox your considezation of these matters. . I regret .
any incmwenienCe this may cause you. If you have any questions
’

. Sincerely, . . g o
NI R LN
. Joette Yorion ,: -
' .'Greenpeace Advisor
7269 Sw 54 ‘Avenue

Miani, Florida 33133
(305) 661-2165..

- Robert V. Abbey
District Managzr .
Bureau ‘of rang Mana

Jackson, H:i.qsis_sippi 39206

- these commorat M; » 1993 -8 sursicions iC
. ! nts, I am gen ‘fictent for tip . .
U.S.  Mai) Expresg Maiy. sg,_i-ng the originay copy of o::}(l:!o £iling o

of

pr.r.qximat'el
Proposal. y -_3 +50

U ‘Thank you férh ou . R .
to South Florias an’c’l Vtzéc?lr;sé%iration of these igsuss go im'porb t
. ot -1lon. . [ L an

AN ©ALCKLAND  he e -
GOTHENAERG » HAMBURG & uwes-cﬁ'n?.%s ,f,‘,‘g{,‘:g?ﬂmsms « BUENOS

VIA FAX and u:g,

Dear-mMr. abbey,

. AIRMAX
st 3356691088

ADELAIDE » AMSTEROAM « ; .
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- WASHNGTON 205 OM * SYONEY + TOROMIG < vhni OF Vnonca
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PARIS « ROMAE « SAN FRANCISC

May 1s, 1993 °

Sulte 404

E::c'pres.s Maiy Service

these conment

Attached to ot:n: comr&ent;

S ‘are petition , n
r Ong with th
. paop.lg ) who ére .Opposeq 1:0e :}i‘gnact,::f;i:;

o e sinc'erel.y, : -
Thy P 'gbﬁu‘\-*%(““\ '
' . e . goette Lorion .
. DL . . reenpeace * Advis
.. . ) . o ] . 7269 8y 54 'AVenu:r

. Miani, Ploriqa '
. L] 3
. .7 305y 661~2165 _3“3 .
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GREENPEACE COMMENTS
N

.. o .
° ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMEN
SHELL WESTERN g;fyg{&' WELL .
{CCOSUKEE 3-1 EXP . 0A
MICCOSUKEE I:DIAN RESERVATION, BROWARD COUNTY, FLOR

ed nt and.the
ro the Bureau of Lahd Managene |
subnitted to Bureau of Indian Affairs P

’ .

" .May 17, 1993 R

d.  They are, they have
o worlthe earth: rémote never

' no other Everglades.in
. "{k‘x'er: ';::n . one of the unigue teqion: oiike oortht,
:no:{y knowx'n Nothing anywhere else 18

Marjory Stoneman Douglas, River of Grass

t ] 086691080
AIRMA
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comments to the Dra
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{tion that the Dra
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gcle
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Affairs (BIA), ted in the DEIS shows that

i1
he proposed action w
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H . INTRODUCTION
t . an of Land Management (BLM) and the

=t ntal Impact
- on Harch 8, 2000t e ( 4 a Draft Environme
s (BIM) Leaty ronmental
Stnten oi I?gégg)Afigii éurportedly agalyzea the envi
iﬁ;ﬁiﬁ:"oz the shell Western E&P Inc. (

£ Fort
1es west of the city o or
oxlne the Miccosukee Tribe
county Florida, appri ) Mot that ite
Lauderd r?eoggettsh:t;ﬁaai oﬁp!x,'o?lidad that it meets applica
) in euppo
é:vironmantal regulations.”

puring the public scoping P

ern was ralsed Aty of the
subst:ngi:la;:abtic; ‘;orxfximity to the llv)aﬁzr h(ic;n:ienz;:ti::e T o
e S1: o e e they d their analysis
Hhe P anayen A aned that they would expan elr AN yact
Land Menageme et gessment to an Environm apiapact
e otenen Environment:; atZe's position that the pfgggggglyrattect
statement. It is Gz;; P o8 el Sl iy eantay strect
e quley magorthe atene e anddl\.:\qd:r the Natlonal
thei %:;ttiil ?mpact Statement (EIS) be prepare
Envir

Environmental Poliéy Act (NEPA).

t
the proposed:projec
rocedsuse :g the senaitivity of the

was prepared

entlal environmental

ree
whether one ag nviconmental

ot
eraly to nagsure- the pubt}g that the b
’Tmpaots of the proposal q?ulthat n
'or the Greenpeacea spo;::p::ed at 2e
: the DEIS was
E%:;,iowing comments are based. .
| MEBET THE PURPOSE OR REQUIREM.ENTS OF

II. The DEIS DOES NOT " coutres

NEPA
The National Environmental pPolicy Act of 1969 (
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that an Environmental Impact Statement be prepared for a major
federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment. Onhe of the defined purposes of NEPA is to "promote
efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment
. ?nd biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man,

[ gupplied). The EIS must contain a detailed statement by
the responsible. federal official on:

(i) The environmental impact of the proposed action;

(ii) Any adverse environmental effects which cannot be
avoided should the proposal be implemented;

(11i) Alternatives to the proposed action;

(iv) The relationship between local short term uses of man’s
gnvironment and the maintenance -and enhancement of long term
productivity;

(v) Any Iirreversible and irretrievable commitments of
resources which would be involved in the proposed action should it
be implemented.

The DEIS lssued on the proposal is fundamentally flawed and
inconmplete in the following ways:

A. THE SCOPE OF THE DEIS IS DEFICIENT

' The DEIS is fundamentally flawed in that it only analyzes
environmental impacts associated %with drilling and does not address
potential environmental impacts associated with oll or gas
production and field development. It is unclear how the BLM can in
good falth attempt to separate components or inorements of a
program that are independent and interrelated. Despite the
statement on page 1-6 that production and field development are not
connected to the proposed drilling actions, it is clear from other
ptatements in the DEIS that the BLM is aware of that development of
the oll or gas is the purpose of the lease. .

For instance, page 1-10 of the. DEIS contains the following:
"The lease is a legal contract that grants the exclusive right to
SWEPI to explore for, drill, and develop all hydrocarbons from the
70,359 acre lease area. The leasing decision and leasing action
represent a commitment to allow exploration and development of
potential hydrocarbon resources on the property. Hence drilling
activity on the leased acreage constitutes a valld contract right

and is required in order to fulfill the purpose and intent of the
lease." ( Emphasis supplied). '

Section 1500.8 (a) (3) (ii) of the Council on Envirdnmental
Quality Guidelines on Implementing NEPA requires that secondary or
indirect, as well as primary or direct consequences for the
environment, should be included in the content of an EIS, It is
sophistry for our government officials to contend oll production
and field developmént, which could produce secondary or indirect
environmental consequences, are not connected to driliing, and that

3
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they are also not "proposed or reasonably foreseeable and are not
subject to review in the DEIS (DEIS 8-5)."

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Implementing
Regulation 1508.25 defines "scope" so as to require consideration
in a single statement of actions that, to oversimplify, are
connected, cumulative, or similar. Por instance, Section 1508.25
(a) (1) (iii) says that actions are connected if they: ({)
Automatically trigger other actions which may require environmental
impact statements; (1i) Cannot or will not proceed unless other
actions are taken previously or simultaneously; or (3) - Are
interdependent parts of a larger action and depend on this larger
sction for their justification.

Clearly, the actions are ccanected because o0il production
could not proceed in lieu of drilling and the drilling would not
take place if oil production in the area was not a possibility.
Also, the DEIS itself states that a decision to produce would
trigger another environmental analysis, Finally, there are
humerous places in the DEIS that address both drilling and
production, such as pages 1~7, 1-13, 2-14 and 4~59.

It is clear that under NEPA Section 102 (2) (C) (iv), which
requires a discussion of the relationship between local and long
term uses of man’s environment, and Section 101 (b) (1), which
makes it the responsibility of the Federal government to act as a
trustee of the environment for future generations, the decision of
BLM officials to only address drilling, and not production, is
unreasonable and insufficient. It is imperative to the protection
of the environment that this agency make a reasonable effort to
discern what the effects of production and field development will
be, especially in lignt of their inability to show that such
projections are impossible.

It is our concern that by attempting to break the program
[(drilling and production) down into component parts, the agency may
be trying to avoid’addressing secondary or indirect consequences
that could "significantly" affect the environment. Aadditionally,
using the "drilling only" concept, the agency attempts to limit its
discussion of alternatives, such as conservation and renewable
energy, to the proposed action. These alternatives, which could
obviate the need for drilling and subsequent production of oil or
gas, should properly be addressed in the preliminary stages of the
project before activities have reached a stage of investment or
commitment to implementation likely to restrict alternatives at a
later stage.

We will not allow the narrow scope of the DEIS to dictate our
comments. Our remaining comments will address both the potential
environmental consequences of drilling and production, just as the
DEIS has when it appeared to serve the purpose of BLM to do so.
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B.

In light of the fact that a proper consideration of
alternatives may obviate the need for drilling and render the other
issues moot, we now turn our attention to the subject of
alternatives to the proposed action. The DEIS as it relateg-to a
proper consideration and analysis of energy alternatives ia grossly
inadequate in that any discussion of alternatives is severely
limited and in some cases, as in the case of conservation and
renewable energy, &n analysis is non-existent. )

The only alternatives fully considered and analyzed in the
DEIS are alternatives, and the No Action alternative is
briefly addressed. In the brief discussion of their supposed
consideration, but not analysis, of the issue of whether the
project could be eliminated though energy conservation, the DEIS
states that this alternative is not considared practical or
feasible for several reasons, especially because the BLM and BIA do
not have any means or authorization to require use of alternate
‘energy sources as an alternative to the proposal. (DEIS S-4).

A Section 4332 (2) (C) of NEPA'requires that the DEIS prepared
by the agency thoroughly explore and discuss alternatives to the
proposed action. The BLM posifion that the only alternatives they
are required to discuss under NEPA are those that can be put into
affect by them frustrates tha intent of NEPA. Clearly, the BLM can
‘call upon other agencies with expertise in the areas of energy
gconservation and alternatives to assist them in addressing and
‘analyzing reasonable alternatives to the proposed action regardless
‘of whether they fall in the jurisdiction of their agency. For
Instance Section 102 (2) (A) of NEPA requires agencies to use a
systematic, approach to their decision making.
(Emphasis

supplied).

At the public hearing on the DEIS, Greenpeace raised & number
of reasonable and-available alternatives that should be fully
discussed, and the environmental consequences of implementing each
‘analyzed, before the proposal is accepted. Failure to address the
issue of reasonable and available alternatives now before the
drilling begins would thwart the purpose of NEPA in that
'substantial investments will have been made and options will have
been precluded 1f this issue is evaluated at a later date.

Some of the alternatives that should be explored include
obviating the need for this oil through energy conservation and/or
the use of renawable energy, such as solar. Evidence that this
‘could be done includes the following:

, Florida Solar Energy Center, FSEC-CR-

WJEEI&IM
562-92, December 1992 - This report, which was conducted after
Hurricane Andrew, is an assessment of potential energy efficiency

5
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improvements for both new and existing homes in Florida. The
report estimates that through the use of an identifiable package of
efficiency measures used in new construction, it was estimated to
potentially reduce electricity consumption in rebuilt homes by 39%
or 5,350 XWh and that summer utility coincident peak loads were
predicted to drop by 1.5 kW-about 37% lower than conventional new

homes., (Exhibit A).
1

, Florida solar Energy Center, FSEC-CR-397-91,
January 31, 1991. This report estimates that if leaks in air
conditioning ducts in a home ars plugged, air conditioning use can
flecrease by as much as 17.2%, yielding an estimated savings of $110
a year. The report further estimates that the repair of 3 million
}’1orida homes could reduce winter peak demand by 5,000 megawatts,
or 13% of the state’s generating capacity. (Exhibit B).
E

, Draft Report, Florida

Energy Office, January 15, 1993 - This draft report estimates that
the technical potential for capacity impacts through efficiency
and conservation measures indicate that 10,522 MW could be reduced
by the year 2,000. The report indicates that the greatest
'pdtential for energy savings is in residential and commercial air
conditioning systems and commercial lighting. (Exhibit C).

)

) ’
Environment, by Union of Concerned Scientists, 1991 - This report
estimates that through the use of energy efficlency and renewable
enexgy we can reduce the nation’s petroleum consumption by one-
third by the year 2030; cut CO2 emissions by 70% by the year 2030;
and save a net 2.3 trillion dollars. Additionally, the report
hotes that the Department of Energy summary of the public Hearings
i:hey conducted across the country in 1991 states, "The loudest
single message was to increase energy efficiency in every sector of
energy use. Enexqgy efficiency was seen as a way to. reduce
dependence on imports, and reduce the cost of energy." (Exhibit D).

ENERGY FOR EMPLOYMENT,. How to Heat . ’
Greenpeace, July 1992 - This repori demonstrates that clean energy
industries are far more productive employers than the fosasil fuel
industries and cost less than traditional energy sources. The
report also points out that one resson for failure of the market to
lead to efficient and clean enexgy use 1is because the external
costs of energy are not factoved in at present. The report
recommends that fossil fuel extraction should be billed to account
for the cost to soclety of its global warming and other polluting
emissions (page 27). (Exhibit B). .
CLINTON/GORE ON_NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY, 1992 campaign document -
rhis documant from the Clinton/Gore cempaign states that if elected
Clinton/Gore would strengthen federal programs to encourage energy

6
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étficiency and that this consumption b
h could cut donmestic energy P y
?5* usinq neasures that would pay for them501Ves in 5-7 years
(Ex“ibit F )- ’

) It is clear from the above that th

. e use of reaso
ﬁzﬁégbé:atlegerr;ztii\ée eneirfy technologies, both in Florld,;azlnz ggg
¢ A uld easily replace the small amount of oi
might be produced from the pro 2 cont aralt
B posed project at a lower t
lesser threat to the environment. Thu t NEBA hag o
] . he BLM under NEPA

duty to investigate these igsues turthzz:' nione

+« Such an &

_j,nclude working with other agencles to perform a ncaolsl::sigegég?t?
fpnalysis of alternatives, or, since this appears to

Finally, in assessing the No Acti . M.
on alternative :
ﬁ;::: 32‘3:(]2 e4-£5e9i :fo:h:h[m:ﬁ that a potential negativé etct;eno:i'z E )"
! € Mlccosukea Indian tribe be e
would not realize pétential revenua f he 011 bod
g:ge 1:;:: and jobs would not be renﬁr;a%e‘velopment Atormnri &nd
Y onh page 4-22 of the DEIS it states that co ;
_:ig: g:iééu:ét:mg::glgg:t;iy welll‘. requires skilled wor)t:::‘:;ug}t‘::gnmgz .
! Cccosukee Tribe, and that onl at -
skilled temporary - jobs may be realized' by the propoged p:gjgg:.

* BB s o armctrie covcrn am o

I-MWMMMLLDM
N, fo Water Resources Ys Expected"

As the DEIS correctly points out, there
_groundwatar sources, such as the B.ls(l:ayne Aql:ﬁi'::}) o:':; n:erl::f:?\];e
surface water bodies, such as Water Conservation Area 3a in th:
area of the proposed project. 1Indeed, the plan is to drill under
WCA 3A even though environmental concerns appear to have prevented
the drilling from the surface of WCA 3A. Additionally, the

_Biscayne Aquifer, which had been designated by the Environmental
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Protection Agency (EPA) as
the "sole source"
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esslve bibliography of a
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{ Ng or computer models performed for the az]}eaf ¢ field
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term uses of man’s environment and the maintenance and
It is olear .

of

.

concerning this
review of the environmental effects that this project could:have on

the Biscayne Aquifer.
Drinking Water Act provides for such review gince that the project

" could significantly impac
Burface water systems and could pose a significant hazard to public

health.

broduced waters,
carrying contaminants including heavy metals, such as mercury, and
radium, a radioactive isotope,
water systems and furt
National Park.
ercury contaminat
oses to public health.
is imperative that the BLM to analyze h
increase the extent of Florida’s mercury problem.

2.

1

- As is the case concerning the environmental impact on water .

regources, the only supporting documents attached to the DEIS,...
from a few agencies that contain no .

except for letters
Qocumentation, appear
not clear whet!

support BLM’8 a
digg:t impacte to wildlife in

Proposea action and alternatives.”

federal ag
Jeopardize the cont
modify their critical habitat. {

Lay to protect our preclious water resources?

that a scientif
performed to assess the
drilling and production of oil at th
lse that could threaten the Biscayne Aquifer,
water source for four million people,
faquiret, the only major fresh goundwater source

Reservation.
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NEPA also requires that the relatlonship between local short
enhancenent

roductivity be address and analyzed.

ic analysis based on current data should be
possibility and probability that the
is site could be a short term
a potable drinking
and the gray limestone
for the Miccosukee

long term p:
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Also, it is imperative that the BLM immediately provide the

3. Environmental Protection Agency with all available data
issue 80 that they can perform a "sole -source"

27

-section 1424 (e) of the Federal Safe

t hydrologically connected groundwater and

{ addressed or analyzed how)
n

Finally, the DEIS has not adequatel
gs and other wastes

drilling muds, cutt

might impact our ground and surface
her contaminate the Everglades and Everglades
Florida is currently performing studies on the
ion problem in the Everglades and the threat it
In 1ight of this public health threat, it

ow the project might
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to be the work of a consultant. Again, it is
her ' the attached documents were those used to. .
ssertion page S-11 of the DEIS that “gignificant, .
general are not anticipated:for the.,

The Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) obligates..
encles to ensure that any actions that they permit do not
tinued existence of any endangered specles or..
42 U,.8.C. 1536 (a) (2). According .
Fish and Wildlife Sexvice defines

to the -DEIS ‘page 1-15, the U.S.
i
9 P
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jJeopardize as follows:

]

i “To engage in any activity or program which reasonably would
be expected to reduce the reproduction, number or

! distribution of a listed species to such an extent as to
appreciably reduce the likelihood of survival and recovery of
the spacies in the wild." (50 CFR 420.02).

Certainly in the case of -the endangered Florida panther, of
hich only 30-50 remain, the loss of even one panther would be
It is interesting to note that on page 3~55 of the

'gigniﬂcant.
DEXS it recounts that the Biological aAssessment attached to the
1981 Environmental Assessment addressing the impacts for

ydrocarbon development on the entire Miccosukee Indian reservation

contained a determination of “may affect" for the Florida panther.
Also, on page 4-55 of the DEIS it states that, "The potential for
gollision related mortality resulting from increasing traffic along
the access route would increas2 slightly during construction and
drilling operations." The BLM should Be reminded that no increase
in mortality ia slight when only 30~30 of a species remain.

§ Although the Biological Assessment was not attached to the
DEIS, a prenared by a private consultant for
shell 1in 1990 was attachad as Appendix A-9. This wildlife
pvaluation of the site indicates trat there is panther activity in
the vicinity of the site and states that a male panther currently
utilizes the Snake Road area, and a female panther visits that area
occasionally. In fact, page 9 of the report states that "the
rozect vicinity is within the range of panther activity.®
idd tionally, the statements in a Dames & Moore memo attached to
Appendix A-12 from Jackie Moore to Mike Nagy dated June 8, 1992
dicate that a record check indicated chat, "Two Florida panthers

n
g;ere reported in the vicinity."

. Curiously, these reports do not appear to support the
statement on page 3-69 of the DEIS that "Panthers are not known in
the area of the proposed action, according to available literature
&nd conversations with D. Maehr (1992)." In light of the ahove, it
is imperative that the DEIS address and analyze the effects that
the project may have on the Florida panther, including the issue of
whether disturbing thic habitat may interfere with any potential
feproduction activity of the male and female panther, and any othexr
threat that the project may pose to the likelihood of survival and
recovery of these few remaining endangered panther that exist only

::I.n South Florida.

! As for wildlife in general, the Hildlife Evalvation in
Appendix A-9 states that 'the project site and its immediate

icinity could not be consideraed a critical habitat for this or any
Xther protected species." Yet, neither the nor
the DEIS Addresses the possibility that drilling or production may
&ause secondary or cumulative impacts to endangered or threatened
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contained deep underground, where it is relatively harmless, since
most of it disintegrates long before it escapes from the rock
formations in which it is trapped.

Since the drilling/production process could make long-lived
radioactive materials available to the living environment, the BLM

must conduct an analysis of whether the introduction of these 77

als into the environment through the drilling and production
;:ggzis poses a threat to the people and the wildlife that may be
exposed to them. Since affects of radiation are cumulative, this
is especially important in Florida where background radiation
levels are high. Finally, in light of the statement in the DEIS
that radioactive materials will build up in the pipes of the
equipment, the BLM should address whether the equipment will be
disposed of as nuclear waste at the completion of the project.

Other issues of concern regarding the wastes include the
danger that a transportation accident carrying hazardous waste
might occur and cause toxics to enter the environment. Finally,
how will the BLM ensure that hazardous wastes will not be deposited

in the wetlands?

4. The DEIS Does Not Adeguately Analyze the Effect that the

Project May Have on Wetlands

The DEIS has determined that "significant wetland impacts

resulting from the proposed actionr and alternatives are not '«

expected to occur." Apparently, they have not determined that they
will not occur, only that they are not expected to occur.

The DEIS glossed over how this proposal was affected by the

* ‘pederal Executive Orders 11990 and 11988 that govern wetlands and
floodplains. We believe that a serious analysis of this issue must
be conducted and included in the DEIS if the public welfare and
wetlands are to be protected. This should include an analysis of
the effect that discovering oil at this site might have on
encouraging more building and drilling in the Everglades ecosystem.

5. The DEIS Does Not Adequately Address or Analvze the
Potential Socigeconomic Impacts of the Project

The DEIS states that "No significant negative socioeconomic
impact would result from the proposed action and alternative.®
The DEIS does not attempt to address ox analyze any negative
socioeconomic impacts to tourism that might occur as a result of an
oil spill or other hazardous wastes contaminating a portion of the
Everglades and its wildlife or the water supply. Nor, does the
DEIS perform a probabilistic risk assessment to prove that such a
catastrophic event could not happen. Since tourism is an important
industry for both Dade and Broward County, the DEIS should attempt

to analyze what effect in terms of dollars and jobs lost that a
catastrgphic spill, one that might contaminate the Biscayne

13
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H Also, the DEIS should analyze the potential negative

. socioecononic effects that could cccur to the Miccosukee Indian

Tribe as a result of a spill and/or contamination of their land and
water, including any contamination of the gray limestone aguifer,
which according to Appendix A-6 (page 40) in the DEIS is the
primary source of fresh groundwater for the Miccosukee Reservation,
and loss of tourism dollars that might result from contamination of
the water supply or the Evergladus.

]
: For instance a report entitled

by the Economic Development Association, 1993, states on page 21
that, "Tourism is Dade County’s number one industry, employing a
third of its work force (270,000+)and generating more than seven
billion dollars each year. 1In 1991, visitors to greater Miami and
the Beaches pald 37% of all Dade County’s state sales taxes ($404)
pillion)— dollars that help pay to educate our children, support
our criminal Jjustice system, etc."®

6. The DEIS Doas Not contain_sufficlent Information_ For The
© PBublic_ To Assess The Dedaree of Federal Acgountability In Tts
Preparation

On page 5-1 of the DEIS, it states that the, "SWEPI Miccosukee
3-1 DEIS was prepared by Dames & Moore, Inc, a thirda party
consultant, with the BLM Jackson District acting as the lead agency
and the BIA Eastern Office, the joint lead agency." The report
does not appear to contain information discussed at the public
hearing, which concerned some people who testified, that although
the BLM and BIA are the lead agencies on the DEIS and supervisaed
the work, the third party consultant was paid by Shell.

Section 102 (2) (C) of NEPA reguires that the impact statement
be prepared by the "responsible federal official."” A look at the
list of the people who prepared the DEXS shows that the public
officials who are 1listed as preparers of the DEIS are far
butnumbered by what appear to be consultants. Indeed, Robert V.
Abbay, Bureau of Land Management, and B. D. Ott, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, who are listed as the responsible public officials on the
report do not appear on the list of principal preparers of the
DEIS, although their subordinates do.

: Because it is unclear as to the degree of delegation that was
given on the DEIS to third party consultants by the federal
government, it raises questions as to whether the DEIS meets NEPA’‘s
most basic purpose of providing federal accountability for the
environment. We request that the BLM and BIA more fully explain
the extent and manner of their involvement in both the gathering
and analysis of data, and the preparation of the DEIS itself. This
should include an explanation of how the responsible federal agency
conducted its own independent evaluation of the information

14
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supplied by the consultants, and in what manner and to what extent

environmental considerations

they performed an independent and critical evaluation of the , 60

Algo, since some members of the pub
hearing about the DEIS due to t?he n:hf:di sty eITs 4t tha

arrangement, the BLM may wish to provide information in the DEIS on

for the preparation of the DEIS, th
’ e tasks that were
;E; gogsgltant, and the nature and scope of participatil;istgx;idtﬁg
ad in the preparation and supervision of the DEIS work.

III. CONCLUSION

As demonstrated in the fore
going comment
f;;iig::‘:gﬁa} Il;pagt Statement regarding t?xe Shell Hess'ter;hgrlgigg'q:
S inadequate, fundamentally flawed, an
the requirements of the National Environmental %olfc;m::tngg ngg

The DEIS issued by BIM on this project a :

ears to b :

c:ngiusions and 1lip service and short on scigr!\’tific anafyif:ga:gf
studies to support these conclusions. It also fails to discuss and’ |
;g;iyzei‘hiémrpgrtanti tenivixionmental issues that are required under;

B efore, 8 imperative that the BLM prepare a 1

g:vi;;;:e:ggl :(ringact Statement that complies witz:’h t?he req:f:erl:;':::.

resses and analyzes the issues that i
environmentalists and members of the c i concerned;E

forward. After the new DEIS is Public heasimgs Loidhti

prepared, public hearings shounl

again be held and comments soli 5 neas.
Topact Statemeny gomments s cited before the Pinal Environmem:al._c ‘
-

At risk in this case is the :
potential loss or de
a ]'"one of a kind" world class resource, the Everqladgez:da:r%:ntgg
::ugfigurc:nzfpdriinktng water for four million people, 'l‘he' Biscayne
. roject proposed that has the potential of
theseiand other significant resources demands the a:terf::“f::t::g
scrutiny, not only of the Department of the Interior but the
Environmental Protection Agency and the President, as we'll.
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_rragile and unique environment.

In short, energy efficlency and renewa )
bles

gg:::ﬂa :f:::ions to drilling for oi1 in ar:h::ahe g:;lﬁufadand
Raca ives ;:ax; provide the heat, light, ana mobility ghaat e
preci'.ous i a:l aedgv.un:di.m; ocur fragile Florida environment awg
Peotioe | g ea:' For as Marjory Stoneman Dougl o
ot ¥h£3 hiﬁx fhere are no other Eve S wortas
h :

ggr;h; lr;-emo’t:e never ::hvgﬁ; l):;eor‘:’,n.one Sehing oni

em. ..

Prepared by: Joette Lorion, Greenpeace Advlsoi,

Miami, Florida 33143. Phone: (305) ser-216s, 00 oW 54 Avenue,

* Attached to the comments ar
! e petitions w.

:gﬂa:::rgs against the Shell drilling pré;{.\s:{ng:émately 34500
: ed by Greenpeace in Dade and Browara County vere
€c Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior

C:
arol Browner, Secretary of the Environmental Protection Agency
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‘lﬁzﬁb HUMANITARIANS OF FLORIDA
'l An Inter-County Non-Prolit Humane Organlzallon' auﬁ'[_ﬁé OF LA
2621 E. Nimrod Streot p '
e el N T e
OUR elephons: (504) 726- 9 Humane Education
o Help for Witdlile

FUND ot
Reply to: w \I: D*Q: i s lW ~
Winlfred Reuter, Director ~ M %m “(Oi
365 Hamliton Avenus QD\—V\ ‘Ug \ W \

Safety Harbor, FL 34695
Phone: 813-726-4284

Al Puiae and Cantrihullnns Tax Dad

League of
Women Voters
of Florida

540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301 (904) 224-2545 Kay Allen, President
April 23, 1993

) EBETYE;

{
AR 2 7 10g

Mr. Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

The League of Women Voters of Florida and its members
throughout Florida are alarmed that the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment gs seriously considering Shell 0il Company‘s application
to drill for oil in the Everglades.

The Everglades is a national treasure; a unique fragile
ecosystem upon which life in South Florida depends. Four million
people depend on the Everglades and the Biscayne Acquifer for their
water; and that acquifer is located perilously close to the.
proposed drilling site according to updated maps.

It is difficult to understand why the Federal government,
which is mandated to protect the Everglades, would consider policy
which risks destroying it. The Federal government sued the State
of Florida because the Everglades was not being properly cared for.
And now, a Federal agency seeks to impose more stress and grave
potential danger on this seriously threatened land - to what
benefit- perhaps a few days of oil. Where is the policy we were>

9 promised to promote alternative energy sources and to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels? Is the answer to drill for oll in our -

most fragile ecosystem?

Not only does the League of Women Voters of Florida consider
drilling for oil in the Everglades bad policy; but we concur with
26 other organizations who have evaluated the Environmental Impact
85 Study and have concluded that the maps are woefully out of date and
many of the conclusions drawn are erroneous.

Let us not open the door to commercialization and exploitation
of the Everglades. We have a mammoth task ahead of us to protect
what’s left of the Everglades and to restore the Everglades so it
will continue its functions of moderating our climate, supporting

"5 Printed on racycled paper
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' League of

Women Voters
of Florida

540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301 (904) 224-2545 Kay Allen, President

Page 2 Mr. Abbey, Bur. Land Management

wildlife, providing ample water

for South Florid
estuaries to su t fi orida, feedin
tourist industr!.:i.pezr. fish nurseries, and nourishing our fishing ang

You have a decision to make of id
you wits vaye 2 declei considerable import. we hope .-
Toliving fake t Everglzg::?a stand of denying permits for oil &

Sincerely,

" uﬂlm, &M‘, Ao -

a s

Prgside:: Step;’a:i: P 3;1'30“, Director .-

League of Women Voters ol Natural Resources
of Florida Leagixgrgcf]awOmen Voters of i

540 Beverly Court
Tallahassee, FI 32301

11356 NW 3xd Place
Coral Springs, FL 33071

Y piated on recycled poper
e

a——

n t4 LEAGUE OF WOMEN
Kt,1 sox 5C0-L, Big ‘;813‘5,{5).8, ?E gfgyRoE COUNTY

Hay 7th; 1993

HMr itobert v
: gf: trictrnan'a:ebz? ey
eau of tand m
frl-ll, briarwood ur?.s: sement
ackson, Misgissipi 39206

[T]

Dear ir. abbey = 1
1 DISIEERT OFFICE

{ oAl i 31098 'li_gi
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€ _member o
? the ggef]_ &f"eoggggge r8Te _concerned about ﬂgplicati
or oil in

-i.
[+)
the rverglades Nationas Parlf & permit o drill

We u
26 Iy ngerstand that the environmens

used to support
Posaibily sy erroneous concly
85 out we coné'ig.fr“?h”l 8pill car ‘ﬁiﬁgﬁ'b’g“ever, 8ince the
unwarranteqd, e risks implicir 1 chi?gﬁggel'{ taled
sal to be

The #loriq
degradation Keys are particulary
gistresseq agg tgenﬁvgrgl"des "’hfcgug:;‘ab]%e o any further
oy 8T€ dying, In Japee i, TeStoTation, ghe c2dY Severely

@ Part becauge o¢ pglgggje,gg of rlorida

Stemn

Se:'iouso ° ”ver?,lade;ng
" ® envinoniI8t to our eso
reronerefors urge yoy go i Tonment, nomy
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& o grant this pepmiscc! CUF fragile eco-systenm b
. =8: v
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Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation
1115 NORTH GADSDEN STREET, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32303-6327 904-681-2591

May 13, 1993

g

E @ E l] W E,_l:":
Robert V. Abbey g.f—_——_‘ii: .
District Manager XTI o
Bureau of Land Management L-.,_,5 HAY 171093
Jackson District Office
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippl 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

behalf of the Legal Environmental Assistance PFoundation,
Inc. ((’IT:EAP) and our membegs in Florida, I am submitting comments on
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Shell
Western E & P Inc. (SWEPI) proposal to build an exploratory well
and test the potential hydrocarbon bearing formations at a site
located on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County,
Florida. LEAF believes that the DEIS is fundamentally flawed
pecause it fails to properly consider the applicability of the Safe
prinking Water Act to this activity and erroneously concludes that
the disposal of drilling fluids and gtormwater is not governed by
federal Underground Injection Control (UIC) rules. This conclusion
i{s based on a review of the legislative history of the Safe
Drinking Water Act and the regulations implementing that Act.

Section 1421(d) (1) of the Safe Drinking Water Act,
42 U.I:.i:.h]:;]t‘)%fl et. seq. dit.?lr(xe)s underground injection as the
ngubsurface emplacement of fluids by well injection.” The
legislative history of this act conveys the extent of coverage of
activities which should be regulated as underground injection.

House Report 93-1185 provides:

The definition of underground injection is intended to be

broad enough to cover any contaminant
ground 1ev21 and which flows or moves, whether the contaminant

is semi-solid, liquid, sludge or any other form or state.

This definition is not limited to the injection of wastes or
to injection for disposal purposes; it is intended also to
cover, among other contaminants, the injection of brines and
the injection of contaminants for extraction or other

purposes.

1 of drilling fluids and stormwater through
nd should be regulated as

Thus, the disposa
a well is indeed underground injection a

- -guch.

A Public Interest Law Firm
Recyeled Papee

o

which may be put below

32
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Second, in response to the intent of Congress, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has defined "well injection®
as the subsurface emplacements of fluids through a bored, drilled
or driven well; or through a dug well, where the depth of the dug
well 1is greater than the largest surface dimension. 40 CFR
144.3(1992). EPA further clarified the scope of the underground
injection control regulations by enumerating specific exclusions in
40 CFR 144.1(qg) (2) (1992). This same section also provides a list
of wells specifically included among those types of injection
activities which are covered by UIC regulations; however, the
regulation clearly indicates that the list is not intended to be
exclusive but is for clarification only. 40 CFR 144.1(g) (1) (1992).
A review of these regqulations clearly shows that the activity at
issue is not exluded from regulation under the UIC progranm.

Third, the DEIS erroneously relies on an incorrect
interpretation of a Preamble to Popcsed UIC rules to justify the
exclusion of this activity from UIC regulation. The DEIS states
that federal and state UIC regulations do not apply to the
subsurface emplacement of fluids during the construction of oil or
gas wells, citing the preamble discussion in 41 Fed Reg. 36732
{(Aug. 31, 1976). MAccording to the preamble, the definition of well
injection "does not cover a situation such as the construction of
an oil or gas production well."” Reliance on this language is
inappropriate for several reasons. Initially, LEAF submits that a
preamble to a proposed regulation does not supercede current
regulation found in 40 CFR 144 (1992). As mentioned previously,
this activity does not fall within the enumented exclusions
provided in 40 CFR 144.1(9g)(2) (1992).

Further, LEAF submits that the disposal of drilling fluid and
stornwater through a drilled well into an interval of the Floridan
aquifer is not part of the construction process. This emplacenment
of fluid occurs after the construction of the oil production well,
and is a separate, distinct activity from the withdrawal process.
It is uncontroverted in this case that there is subsurface
emplacement of fluids through a bored, drilled or driven well.
Accordingly, failure to apply underground injection control
ragulations to this disposal activity renders the DEIS
fundamentally flawed.

Ironically, while the DEIS risclaims responsibility for
complying with UXC regulations, it states that the operation plan
will incorporate many of those regulations applicable to this type
of activity. However, LEAF submits that those regulations
necessary to prevent endangerment are not incorporated into the
proposed plan of action. While th: DEIS describes standards
required by 40 CFR 146.22 (1992) which will be incorporated, it
fails to indicate whether significant. additional requirements
required by 40 C.F.R. 146.23 (1992) and 40 C.P.R. 146.24(1992) will
also be met. In particular, regarding 40 C.F.R. 146.23 {1992), the
following requirements are ignored: observation of injection
pressure, flow rate, and cumulative volume of fluid injected;
demonstration of mechanical integrity; and, reporting of monitored
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data. R )
dat nOtegzic:ling 40 C.FP.R. 146,24 (1992), the follow.

in
a map showing the injection well ang 11.:?:%“1:::: ngg

review, including identification of all Producing, injection and

abandoned wells B

dry holes, and water wells;

waters, mines, residences, roads, and faults; tabulation of data on

all wells within the area of review
w
.injection zone or formations affected ;x;.céxhep ein

etrate tihe Proposed
ncrease in pres :
on the injection zone and gonf.::f:é

underground sources
he injection; and a
hrough a performance

bond or other appropriate means, the resources hecessary to close
’

plug or abandon the well.

Accordingly, protection of Underground

Sources of Drinking Water ig not adequately addressed in the DEIs

fluids (see p. 4~32).
shore surface water discharges, found at 40 C.F.R

[

As a separate issue, LEAF questions the applicability of

surface bodies of '“

surface water discharges to the management of drilling , 78

LEAF submits that Epa rules governing on

435.31 Subpart

{1992) should apply. Accordingly, because the DEIS failed to

consider appropriat
ftis nawgg. Prlate standards for management of drilling fluids,

action,
Environmental Policy Act have not been met.

this law has b
not iy has een achieved, the action propos

LEAF submits that the requirements of the National

Until compliance with -
ed in this DEIS should

Sincerely,

5 £
B. Suzf%uhl J.D., M.
President ) ! P-H.

gon.abbey. it

ce:

Senator Bob Graham

Kariaca, C
L, CLNIC/C. =X
NATHONAL e N\ Dodet o= th,"q. %’7&’

——

915 Pine Ridge Dr,
Plantation, ra, 33317
¥ay 29, 1993

Dear .y, 1A4{1‘73:
The Miccosutee have been du

applying for an oilsdrillin
Three,

Ped by Shell 0il Co, into
g vermit under Conversation Area

0il and water don*t mirover Proposed offshore drilling

Our drinking water and the Florida bay are seriously
endangered by thig proposed drilling,

::ie::s oI Earth report thax globally 11 billtoen gallons
oll are lost through leakage, venting, spilling and

evaporation. Any accident coul
d add:t
downstreamwith the bay. ? OuF problems

We urge that thig vermit be denjed,

Sincerely,
(\%ﬁ\_;ﬂ..J Zua-bkll'i-

Hena Rosendberg, Pu

ic Affairg

| euREmS
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May 17, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
District Manager
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippli =~ 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey,

In accordance with a request for public comment on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Shell
Western E&P Inc. (SWEPI) Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well on the
Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida, we submit
the following comments. (These comments are to supplement our
oral comments presented at the public hearing held in Fort
Lauderdale in April 1993.)

The DEIS for the proposed activity on the Miccosukee Reservation
can only be viewed as an empty--though costly--attempt to placate
the public. The DEIS is full of discrepancies and excludes
compelling, current and comprehensive data that would clearly
cause the Bureau of tand Management (BLM) to deny the SWEPI
proposal due to flagrant violations of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973 (Act) and glaring miscommunication (or lack of.inFra-
agency cooperation) among several pertinent agencies within the
Department of the Interior (D0I). fPlease refer to the DOI United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) joint Draft Florida
Panther Habitat Protection Plan (Plan).

The DEIS fails to adequately address the potential impact on
wildlife species. Panthers have been documented to I?ave an
area when humans arrive. The activities associated with
exploration and drilling will certainly modify the normal
behavior of Florida panthers and other endangered or listed
species. Human presence in the hunting season is enough to drive
panthers from their home ranges--it is obvious that seismic
testing, workers, vehicles, construction and all manner of
disturbance will accompany this project.

The point of listing a mammal on the endangered species list is
not to keep it listed, but to bring about the recovery of the
taxon. This includes preserving, protecting and properly
managing habitat. Habitat comes in varying degrees of
suitability--and although the site (pasture) is improved,
panthers do utilize the area as a movement corridor

connecting home range and for dispersal of young panthers.

SAVE THE FLORIDA PANTHER, INC.
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33335-2369
P.OBOX 22369 . BOO-EFLA &

- AT .
(305) 524-1839 FAX (305) 524-1839 (B RECYCLED PAPER730Y-BASED K
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One important fact concerning Florida panthers~-they are elusive.
Because of their propensity for large ranges, they move back and
forth from private lands, public lands and the reservation(s).
Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission (GFC) admits that
there are more panthers than are documented with telemetry. 1In
other words, we do not know how many uncollared panthers exist,
nor do we know much about their movements or ranges.

On p. 4-S5 of the DEIS, it is stated "Direct effects are highly
unlikely as a result of the proposed action, since panthers are
not knoun to utilize the proposed site for any stage of their
life cycle. 1Indirect effects to panthers through decline in
habitat, decreases of individual home ranges or panther
geographic range or decreases in prey item availability is
unlikely as well.”

Panther activity has been monitored for more than ten years. The
distribution clearly documents panther movement in the area, and
at least one male panther has used the area for dispersal. The
panther will be directly affected by the proposed construction
and drilling. .

“...The increase in activity may discourage use of the area by
young males, but this area is not routinely used by
panthers...The potential for collision related mortality
resulting from increased traffic along the route would increase
slightly during construction and drilling operations. This
temporary increase would be expected to be negligible, as
panthers rarely utilize this area. It is anticipated that
drilling operations would continue 24 hours a day...*

Vehicular collisions have been the leading cause of death of the
panther. The genetic viability of the panther is so precarious
that “The consensus of.,.experts is that additional loss of a
single panther, especislly if it were an animal of critical
genetic or demographic importance, could Jeopardize the
species..." (Warren T. Olds, Biological opinion issued by Fus,
Service Log Number 4-1-93-217),

The involvement of the Department of the Interior’s own 8LM, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) via the Miccosukee tribe and the
FUS creates what appears to be a conflict of interest. By BLM's
managing land and mineral rights and BIA negotiating contracts
with multi-national gas and oil corporations for the benefit

of the Miccosukee tribe and Fus actively pursuing a multi-million
dollar habitat protection plan to implement, a conflict of
interest arises. How can DOI resolve the problem of it’'s own
agencies working on individual projects and balance intra-agency
cooperation when addressing pertinent overlaps? The situation is

87

88
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replete with conflict with the mineral rights of US Trust land
held by the Us for the Miccosukee tribe also being part of
imperative habitat included in the FWS DHPP. UWhile agencies
must be responsible to the DOI for their actions, the panther’s
chances for survival are rapidly vanishing because one hand does
not know what the other is doing.

It must be noted that the Miccosukse Tribe and Reservation is
subject to federal law. “The land is held in trust by the United
States Government for the benefit of the Miccosukee Tribe. All
lands are managed as "trust resourcss* and require development
for the economic benefit of the Reservation while Protecting the
resources for future gonerations. Reservation lands are managed
for improved pasture (irrigated), wildlife habitat, and some
citrus production.

“Although not specifically managed for the Florida panther and
other endangered species, the Miccosukse Reservation is subject
to all Federal endangered species regulations.” Florida Panther
Habitat Protection Plan, February 1993, Appendix A at A-4,
[emphasis added.) .

It has been repeated over the vears during public hearings held
from Boston to San Francisco to Key West~-drilling is an
unacceptable risk, even with best avajlable technology. There is
no difference in the public sentiment regarding drilling in the
Everglades/Miccosukee Reservation--even though the political
situation is uncomfortable,

The bottom line is that the risks which accompany any operation
. such as this far outweigh the benefits from a contract for
exploration,

Save the Florida Panther makes the following recommendations:

1) Based on comprehensive telemetry data maps from a ten year
study conducted by the GFC, we recommend that the BLM
acknowledge that a formal consultation under Section 7 is in
order to review the Proposed project’'s impact on the

endangered Florida panther.

Further, the BLM and BIA must commit to over-see benign,
non-consumptive land-use on the Reservation because of
documented panther rYange. Matters of endangered species
preservation must be giver priority when activities are
proposed which are inconsistent with recovery, specifically
that of the Florida panther,
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2) Review the Florida Panther Habitat Protection Plan. This
will famillarize the lead agencies (BLM and BIA) with
pertinent sections of the Act and will provide the awareness 5355
that applying for the required permit to take panthers in
order to explore and drill will prove to be an
insurmountable obstacle to drilling in documented panther

range.

3) Create an advisory committee comprised of members of privataf:
and public environmental and scientific organizatigns to act:
as independent advisors to the Miccosukee (and Seminole) -
tribes concerning matters of environmental stress and impact

on natural systems and listed species. .

4) Finally, we recommend that due to strong opposition to this
proposal from the public, the BLM is compelled to deny
SWEPI's proposal to explore and drill for oil in this
crucial habitat and near Conservation Area 3.

Exploration cannot be justified on the grounds that drilling is
currently under way _in Big Cypress National Preserve. Any

. additional disturbance in or around'panther habitat must not be
allowed to be repeated and will not ‘be tolerated.

. .We thank you for the -opportunity to comment on the DEIS.

Sincerely,

Catherine S. DeSs
Acting Executive Director

CC: Mr. Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior

TRGOH T
c‘ks%‘u‘%!%‘%m OFFICL_,..

February 12, 1992 G>

Larry Marvet
Conservation Chair
9437 N.W. 45th Street
Sunrise, Florida 33351
(305)742-0495 home
(305)475-6164 work

7 " Mr. Robert V. ‘Abbey **
.- District Manager . . .
- Bureau of-Land Management
" 411 Briarwood Drive, Sulte 404

%, " Jackson; Misslssippl” 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey,
| have attached the officlal written comments of the Broward Group of
the Slerra Club concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on

the proposed Shell Western E & P, Incorporated Test Well #3-1. If you have
any questions, please call me at the above numbers.

Sincerely,

- -Larry Marvet ‘

- Conservation Chalr

- 0-101

May 18, 1993

Officlal Technical Comments
Concerning Miccosukee Test Well #3-1
Proposed by Shell Western E & P
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Broward County Group of Slerra Club
Larry Marvet, Conservation Chair
(305)742-0495

The Draft Environmental impact Statement (DEIS) for Shell's proposed Miccosukee

Test Well #3-1 is fatally flawed and, thus, does not meet the requirements of the

Natlonal Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). Until all requirements of NEPA are met,

the proposed action must not take placs. Deficiencies are described below:

Alr Quaiity .

* The gas flaring procedure was improperly evaluated. Dispersion of heavy metals
and other contaminants needs further review.

* No air pollution monitoring was proposed. No baseline data was taken. No 7

_ pollution modelling or prediction were undertaken.

Construction

* The transportation, storage, and toxicity of the on site chemicals in not fully , 81
evaluated.

= Long term evaluation of future migration of chemical, brine, petroleum and other 3
contaminants is not fully evaluated nor are long term monitoring programs 3
proposed.

Cumulative Impacts

+ The impact of the proposed action taken in conjunction with other iiwpacts on the
Everglades ecosystem is not fully explored. Obviously, a tremendous number of 1 3
problems have occurred bafore this well was conceived, so the addition of the
proposed well's impacts must be evaluated in combination with all other Impacts to
get a clear understanding of the effects on the environment.

LICN B .

Needs Assessment

* The dgcision to reject the No Action Alternative becauss it does not meaet the
objectives of the projact is an Improper restriction of the alternatives. This restriction
8 can only lead to one cholce, drilling, though the true objective is to obtain energy

for consumers. Thus, alternative energy sources, conservation, etc. must be
considered. .

Noise
* The effects of noise on wildlife are inadequately evaluated. Only low constant

64 engine noise is even superficiall i
S e y covered. Sharp, high pitched noiss i
disruptive to wildlife—will be gerierated yet are not evahfated. Sipically

Segmentation

15 * The decision to segment this exploratory well from future production wells is
flawed. Know[edge of the geology through nearby drilling projects and seismic
6 6 data is extensive. Shell would not undertake this project in such a sensitive place

unless the success probability was high. The EIS
Drodueting eavess ty g must be rewritten tc? include the

6 7| Secloecenomic Analvsis
*  Analysis of impacts of the welf operation on nearby communities is inadsquate.

Wildiife

8 6 {*+ The po_lential effects on wildlife, especially the listed specles, Is inadequate
8 gl bordering on Iresponsibility. Though Florida panthers—possibly theergost '

endangered animal in the USA~are known to visit the area, the |
i ; : mpact
given little consideration, The same goes for the other listed anlmal? onthem s

7 , * The vegetation report was done at the peak of a drought
3 of the true character of the area, : g el not representativo

74, * No conslderatlon was given of the vegetation near Snake Road.
. Water Quality

31 . Effects_of the proposed aqtlon on the Biscayne Aquifer are not addressed through a

source” of drinking water for South Florida pursuant to the Safe Drinking W
ate ater Act,
2 7 Subsection 1424 (e), it I8 unconscionabla that a more detalled and exagt analysis
was not undertaken. Additionally, the Environmental Protection Agency must be
consulted and asked to make a *sole source review" of the action.

* Effects on both the Floridan and Gray Limestone aquifers were inad
uate
3 4 evaluated, Both aqqlfers are potential sources of frash water and mues?be a':sessed
as such. South Florida Is short on frash water at this writing, and the use of the
Floridan and Gray Limestone aquifers Is certainly foreseeable,
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JOHN P. HART, COMMISSIONER
Board of County Commissioners

April 14, 1933
Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

8UBJECT:

(305} 357-7003 « FAX (305) 357-7295

3 U_‘Lﬂ_i,
MR 1Al

Bureau of Land Management \

’
!
B

Shell Western E & P Proposed Exploratory 0il Well
Broward County, Florida - Draft Environmental Impact

Statenent

Dear Mr. Abbey:

This letter constitutes preliminary comments by Broward County

concerning the
Statement (DEIS).

above-referenced Draft Environmental Impact
Detailed comments will be offered prior to the

May 18, 1593 comment period deadline.

In my January 23, 1992 letter to Mr. Sid Vogelpohl of your agency,
and in my appearance before the panel at the public hearing on that
date, a number of concerns were expressed which pointed out the
need for an in-depth analysis of the possible impacts of this

project.

*

These issues included: *

The potential for water quality impacts to the aquifers of
South Florida;

Possible surface water contamination of the Water Conservation
Areas and associated canals;

Adverse impacts to wetlands and wildlife as a result of the
proposed activities;

The potential for emissions of process contaminants into the
ambient air stream during the project;

The necessity for analysis of the cumulative impacts of the
work, and the use of "worst-~case" scenarios in the study;

An evaluation of the benefits of the project to the people of
South Florida, as well as an estimate of the environmental

risks involved.

We believe that none of the above concerns has been adequately
addressed in the DEIS, and that the document is deficient, both

fundamentally and specifically,
requirenents.

in its fulfillment of NEPA
The remainder of this letter will briefly outline

our objections.

BROWARD COUNTY GOVERNMENIAL CENIER =

115 SOUTH ANDREWS AVENUE ] FORT LAUDERDALE. RORIDA 33301

Mr. Robert V., Abbey
April 14, 1993
Page 2

The DEIS is fupdamentally flavwed in the following ways:

*,

22

13

15

61

25

The need for the proposed action is not only not established,
it 3is not even addressed. It is highly doubtful that a
discovery of oil and/or gas in this sensitive ecosystem will
contribute significantly to the United States' oil reserves.

The cumulative impacts of the action are not examined. If a
discovery is made, this very well would become a production
The argument

well, and many more would be drilled.
*disconnecting" or '"segmenting" this "wildcat well® from
consideration of future actions is speclous. With wells

producing from the Sunniland formation in relative proximity
to the site, and with thorough seismic data from the area, the
proposed well is no wildcat, and consequences of a discovery
must be addressed in detail. on the other hand, if the
chances of discovery are as slicht as claimed, it is difficult
to understand why millions are being spent on this test well.
A seven percent chance of discovery is certainly not worth the
expense or the environmental risks involved,

The blithe dismissal of the no-action alternative violates the
requirements of Section 1502.1i4(Q) of NEPA, which mandates its
consideration. Analysis of this alternative would force a

demonstration of project need.

No effort was made to enlist EPA as a Cooperating agency,
which would utilize EPA's expertise in many of the considered

criteria. .

As if prepared in a vacuum, the DEIS makes no reference to the
potential water level and water delivery changes which may
occur as a result of the upcoming Everglades Restoration
Project. Such changes could have a drama}tic impact on the
hydrology, vegetation,. 2nd wildlife at the project site.

The Consultant's ©disclosure s8tatement, required by NEPA
Section 1506.5(c), is omitted from the document.

The document as a whole fails to consider the range of
reasonable alternatives and fails to objectively analyze the
impacts of the proposed action under worst—-case scenarios, as
required by NEPA. The analysis must include the "No-Action®
alternative, and it must include an evaluation of the wide-
ranging impacts of a discovery by this test-cum-production
wall. In its present form, this DEIS is nothing more than an
attempt to justify the proposed action, and it certainly does

not fulfill NEPA mandates.

LG-3

LG-4

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
April 14, 1993
Page 3

The DEIS is technically deficient in the following specifie a;eag';

among others:

*

Air Quality.

(<]

Ha

o

There is little evaluation of the gas flarin rocedure

Poor combustion could result in dispersion orgmgtals such
as mercury and cadmium, oily particulates » and other
combustion products over a wide area around the burn pit.
This is a demonstrated phenomencn.

There is no explanation on how the design of the bur
will nitigate air impacts. Data shoguld be collzcgig
which will measure actual air quality effects. These
should include particulate monitors, metals analysis of
flare fallout, volatile organic compounds, etc. The
document did not contain predictive air pollution
modelling, and indeed dismisses the possibility of
measurable air pollution altogether, citing the proximity
of the highway. The presence of a highway nearby does
not relieve BWEPI of the responsibility under NEPA to
examine the potential for the discharge of toxiec air
pollutants from the projgct.

ste Management.

Storage and disposal of drill cuttings is not
sufficiently examined. The cuttings, which are judged
dangerous enough to warrant storage in a lined 76
containmen}: area, may not be appropriate material for
gisgggii either on Miccosukee land or in a Broward County
andfill.

Specifications for the plastic liner are contradictory in
the document. On some pages, the minimum liner thickness

is required to be 12 mils, and in other sections, it is 79
specified as 20 mils. Consistency and standardization of
requirements is important to avoid confusion.

There are no explanations or drawings to indicate how
drill cuttings get from the drilling rig/mud system to
the storage area without contamination of the intervening
space with drilling fluids and downhole materials.

80

The bermed "water retention area" was designed for a
three-day, 100-year precipitation event, which would
total 12 inches of rainfall in the three days. In fact, 35
rainfall amounts in some Broward County locations have
exceeded this amount several times in recent years,

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
April 14, 1993
Page 4

35
32

*

81

69

73

When (not if) rainfall exceeds the documentts -
case" estimates, the site will be tloode: or:ﬁd
contaminated stormwater will be discharged.

o How will excess drilling fluids be injecte
boulder zone? Where are the injection xgells‘:’i i}.{r;tomsgre‘
oil and other contaminants will be allowed in the
injected f£luids? We have serious concerns about disposal
into the boulder zone of unspecified materials --
materials which may be classifiable as hazardous waste.

Well Construction

o There is insufficient discussion of the composi
t
transport, and storage of drilling fiuiq congneiggf
Many of the possi_ble ingredients of drilling mud are
considered toxic in concentrated form. How will the
ctemig;lssbe tt-.:'lh:-anspm:t:ecl to the site? How will they be
store xXactly what chemicals a
Sivyem? xactly + and in what quantities,

o In other areas, abandoned oil and gas wells are

brine, petroleum product, and ¢:at:l~u=1.:J chemicals.r Iie;ﬁégg
the DEIS mentions that two wells in the nearby Raccoolli
Field developed casing leaks. What assurances do we have
that this well will not develop leaks, either during the
project or long after abandonment? How will SWEPY
address future 1leaks and contamination? Will SWEPX
commit to future monitoring and cleanup? Have
contamination assessments been performed on abandoned
well sites in Florida? What were the results? These
issues must be addressed in the document.

Wetlands and Wildlife.

o The fieldwork for Appendix A-5, Vegetation Report, was
conducted during November and December, 1989, which was -
the dry season, and at the peak of a three-year drought.
Vegetation and hydrology likely were very different then
than now. Since the Corps of Engineers! jurisdictional
determination is due to evpire in June, 1993, a revised
jurisdictional determination must be performed, which may
result in a reclassification by the Corps of the
vegetation in the vicinity,
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Mr. Robert V. Abbey
April 14, 1993
Page 5

o The vegetation maps in the DEIS are not based on Appendix

A-5, Vegetation Report, but

done by the consultant.

photography and ground-truthing,
vegetation adjacent to Snake. Road,
truckload and drumfull of fuel,

This study,

rather on a separate study
based on aerial
did not even conaider
upon which every

lubricant, hydraulic

f£iuid, mud chemical, and waste product will be
transported.
o The ecological significance of this ecotone {transitional

area) between the WCA and the Big Cypress is downplayed

in the document.
vital to indigenous wildlif:

o In the DEIS,

documented in the vicinity of the project.
impact to this barely tenable

It is the accumulation of such "negligible”
that has led to the dramatic decline of this
can the panther population survive

predicts "negligible"
species.
impacts
wide-ranging animal.

Ecotones are highly productive and are

e.

two endangered Florida panthers were

The document

another "negligible" impact? Should we £ind out? -

o In addition to the panthexr, the Everglades Snail Kité’,

the Wood Stork,

the Eastern Indigo Snake,

and several

other listed species utilize nearby areas as habitat

and/or feeding areas.
address the potential
case spill/discharge

that any impact on en
preclude this project,
been established.

* Water Resources.

o

and study by the USGS sh
aquifer only’
discrepancy

avaluation does no
of a spill or discharge.
and dispers
inadequate to pre:
other aguifers in th
Realistic worst-case spill
term leakage scenarios are
one test well or for t
activities upon discovery.

2 to 3 miles east of the site.
in the analysis means that the
t accurately reflect potential effects

The document does not adequately
impacts on these animals of worst
scenarios.
dangered species is sufficient to
the benefits of which have not

Broward County feels

The document states that the Biscayne Aquifer, the sole
source of South Florida's drinking water,

miles from the project site.
the map in the document that dates from 1978.

lies 5 to 10
This statement is based on
A 1987 map

ow the western edge of the
This
impact

In fact, the spill scenarios

{on models used in the document are wholly
dict the effects on the Biscayne and
e area, and on the overlying WCA.

s, weather events, and long-
not examined, either for this
he inevitable expansion of

74

90

87

86

26

31

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
April 14, 1993

Page 6

34

36

. sources of potable water for South Florida,

The Floridan and Gray Limestone aquifers, possible future
are treated
as expendable repositories for unspecified wastes. This
cavalier treatment of our most important resources is
inexcusable in a document of this magnitude.

hydrology analysis falls to appreciate that the
canals in the area are indeed water conveyance systems
and do not "limit water flow" as claimed in the document.
A spill or discharge into one ox more of these canals is
relatively likely. The document does not detail cleanup
methods or procedures, or offex mitigation with respect

to spills.

The

* Noise and Visual Resources.

]

64

75

These sections of the document are superficial and
contradictory. The noises generated are stated as likely
to be sharp, high frequency noises, while the impacts are
assessed based on the effect on wildlife of low, constant
engine noises, vhich are less disruptive.

The analysis of visual resources fails to note the
intuitively obvious fact that, even in the presence of
some buildings and billboards, a 170 foot tall, well-lit
tower with a 30 foot high working platfoxrm will be a
visual spectacle for miles, especially at night.
Interestingly, there is very little analysis on the
_visual impact of the project on wildlife.

* Bocioaconomic Analysis.

<]

67

conclusions.

Perhaps the best testimony for the philos
governed the preparation of this DEIS is
Resources section:
reduction in visual quality znd may eve
sight adding variety to an otherwise monotonous,

The socioeconomic analysis is superficial and totally
inadequate. There is no discussion of where the skilled
workers will come from, where they will live, where they
will buy food and supplies, and how their activities will
impact neighboring communities. Without an examination
of the services necessary to support the drilling
operations, it is impossible to effectively assess the
potential socioeconomic impacts from the proposed action.

ophy which has evidently
a quote from the Visual
w,,,othsr observers may not perceive any
n consider the rig a novel
boring landscape'.

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
April 14, 1993
Page 7

Mr. Abbey, you may take my word
responsiblle people oS T onne
landscape as "monotonous® or Yboring".

it when I say that few

in Broward County regard the Everglades

In fact, we regard the

Everglades as in part defining what South Florida is, and one of

its essential and beautiful c
this assessment. P eplasiiedd

priority" of his agency.
not representative of the Department of
for the Everglades.

And we are not alone in

Secretary of the Interior Bruc
protection, restoration, and enhancement of the Evgf-;‘fige:a: oop

"top

I sincerely hope that this proposal is

the Interior'!s “concern®

The document regards the risks as "minimal®.

I say to you that risks considered minimal in many other areas of

the country are magnified great
Everglades. g greatly when

applied to our precious

This DEIS does not address the concerms that I expressed to you on

January 23, 1992.
impacts of this action;
with the action. This

indeed it in no

This document does not adequately assess the

way justifies proceeding

project will provide virtually no benefits

to the majority of South Florida residents
; and visit
place an extremely sensitive, irreplaceable, and alz?::éyaggm:;:é

ecosystem in greater danger.

Divorcing this test well from the

consequences of what will follow, should the test succeed, defies

all logic.

It is doubtful that SWEPI is spending $5 million to

install this well based on a seven

percent chance
Sophisticated seismic studies and evaluations of nea:'fayd;:ggxgig.
fields have surely indicated a likelihood of discovery far greateg

than that claimed in the DEIS.

When that discovery occurs, this

well will become a production well, and it will be joined by

several, perhaps many, more.

This document must be expanded to

include analyses of the impacts of these ve
likel
Until this occurs, Broward County will conti?l(xe to o)l’:j::gizgtégg;

project in the most strenuous terms.

:hank you for the opportunity to comment

‘SIFCe ly,
\

John P. Hart, Commissioner

on this document.

Broward County Board of County Commissioners

Department of Naturai Resource Protection
Administration

500 E. Broward Boulevard, Sulte 104

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33394

May 18, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager
Burcau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

RE:  Shell Westem E & P Pro
F posed Exploratory Well
Broward County, Florida -- Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Abbey:

The Department of Natural Resource Protectio » -
i tection (Department) has revi
D reviewed thy
ad’darﬁes l;:nx;onmt:::ia:l llinpacl Statement (DEIS) and finds that this document dm?;fa::t:d
po mpacts of this proposed well drilling operation on the soumeg'loridi

environment.

Among the issues that require a more in-depth analys!s of their potential impacts are:

L] The potential for emissions of i i
durine e e process contaminants into the ambient air stream

L The potential for water quality impacts to the aquifers of south Florida;

. . .
Possible surface water contamination of the Water Conservation Areas and associated

canals;

L The necessity for analysis of the cumulative i
case" soonarios - the v . ve impacts of the work, and the use of "worst-

L An evaluation of the benefits of the proj l
0 project to the le of i
as an estimate of the environmental n'sksinvoll\)r?;ll,? of Soulh Florids, as weu '

BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF CQUNTY

Adverse impacts to wetlands and wildlife as a result of the proposed activities;
'y

Scoftl. Cowon ~ Swanne John ZAn favel ‘ -
N Gurzbugsr P.Hon_ tod Nonce Pomn mm..mw":“mm':m" e

(305) 765-5181 « FAX (305) 765-5198

We're 8uliding A Future For Your Family, And Your Business. ewoct ! .
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i i j do not belicve that the Bureau
i riate level of information on these .subjects, we v "
z‘t{ml‘:::lé uhlza:g;?nl:em can make an intelligent decision on this proposed action and certainly

cannot approve it in good faith.

In order to fulfil the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, these issues must
be adequately addressed. An outline of our objections follows,

The Draft Environmental Inipact Statement fafls to adequately address the following:

Mr. Robert V, Abbey

Page 3

May 18, 1993

16
8

[

a whole falls to consider the range of reasongble alternatives
31:‘: ga:lc: !;eg;;escﬁvely analyze the impacts of th.e proposed action t-mderAvégr;t:
case scenarios, as required by NEPA. The g.nalyms must'include _the "No- of
alternative, and it must inciude an evaluation of the wxde-mpgmg :mpa;télg l:
discovery by this test-cum-production well. As presently written, ;l;{s
nothing more than an attempt to justify the proposed action, and it certainly
does not fullil NEPA mandates,

The DEIS is technically deficlent in the following specific areas, among others:

established, it is not
ly has the need for the proposed acﬁqn not been it AIR OUALITY
o :,Z:,o:dgma:ed. It is highly doubtful that a discovery o'f oil andl?r gasin thi.:. 2 2 Q . ] L
sensitive ecosystem will contribute significantly to the United States’ oil reserves; . There is itle evaluation of m:hgu. - d mz:&umoza;omcmu s
iderati It in dispersion of metals such as mercury an R z es,
. he DEIS dtemiics s aheonad conﬂdfrat{on ¥ ﬂ_\c no:ncflon '8 :eusxgr wmmon products over a wide area around the burn pit. This is a
° alternative. The DEIS dismisses this alte;'native in violation of this section; e combustion products
The Consultant’s Disclosure Statement, required by NEPA Section 1506.5(c), I 62 . There is no explanation on how the desiga of the bum pitak“dn“a;}iﬁiﬁ;gr
e T e Bt s ket gy
These should include particulate mo: y s are t
- e t did not contain predictive air pollution
to enlist the Environmental Protectlon. Agency (EP. g The.  monitor oo : ;
o ?%zg;?m\:la:zm:::ney, which would utilize EPA’s expertise in many of the 61 mtgd et s e possiiy s mmumbleo?: 5;?:2;
considered crlecta. . altogether, citing the proximity of the highway. The presence o Y
i nearby does not relieve SWEPI of the responsibility under NEP. . 0 examin
° e e fulee: Suck chenms m:ll; hm g0 w;‘:x;:; the potential for the discharge of air pollutants from the project.
i 2 dramaf disch
1s and water delivery schedules, Sugh changes could have 5
::envfh?l?ydrology, vegetation, and wildlife at lhg project site. No ‘{’eépe;en;e etc‘: 2 WASTE MANAGEMENT
the Everglades Restoration Profect or its potential impact on the § proj . I
area s ;igscussed. o Storage and disposal of drill cutting:l is not sufﬁ::xctr:’ﬂygeexin anlix;ed eontainmen,t
i i which are judged dangerous enough to warrant s T2 ;
The cumulative impacts of the action are not examined. Ifa dlmvﬁl‘z t:: 76 e eroeE ol o Shootet e o Mbearaint T ot
o made, this very well would become a production we'll, z_mdm.any more :’1‘1)“ P e e
drillet'i The argument "disconnecting® and *segmenting” this wﬂdqatw o . . o
consideration of future actions is specious. ~ With we‘l!ls ?mcmggl?:eni‘s mi(e: . Specifcaions fo the ﬂ”ucmqn;m?oﬁ:ﬁ%mbe  oanen. 00 s
i ion in relative proximity to the site, and with thoro o oo T e g . o in
gmfl::;: f&:n:r;n ‘t'!licessedproposl:d o e ot i the chans o :’ 15 79 zgtions, it is specified as 2Q mils. .Cr/nsxstcncy and standardization of
di:ovety must be ’addr in detail. On the otherdhantg;l (;f t:e t;l:;;:::‘ss gf s ot ot ottt 2cld ombuion.
I i i i is it difficult to understand why
discovery are as slight as cla:qwd, t (1% chance. of
ing spent on this test well. A seven percen %) ¢l
3?31’&;’ ?s t;:lrlt‘aginlxy)e::‘ot worth the expenses or the environmental risks involved.
LG- 11 LG-12
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[} There are no explanations or drawings to indicate how drill cuttings get from the s

drilling rig/mud system to the storage area without contamination of the ,80
intervening space with drilling fluids and downhole materials,

o The bermed "water retention area” was designed for a three-day, 100-year
precipitation event, which would total 12 inches of rainfall in the three days. In ’ 3 5
fact, rainfall amounts in some Broward County locations have exceeded this
amount several times in recent years,

When (not if) rainfall exceeds the document’s "worst-case* estimates, the site will
. be flooded and contaminated stormwater will be discharged,

) How will excess drilling fluids be injected into the boulder zone? Where are the
injection wells? How much oil and other contaminants will be allowed in the 32
injected fluids? We have serious concems about disposal into the boulder zone
of unspecified materials - materials which may be classifiable as hazardous
waste,

’

WELL CONSTRUCTION

[ There is insufficient discussion of the composition, transport, and storage of
drilling fluid components, Many of the possible ingredients of drilling mud are
considered toxic in concentrated form. How will the chemicals be transported to 81
the site? How will they be stored? Exactly what chemicals, and in what
quantities, will be utilized?

[ In other areas, abandoned oil and 8as wells are Jeaking brine, petroleum product,
and other chemicals. In fact, the DEIS mentions that two wells in the nearby
Raccoon Field developed casing leaks. What assurances do we have that this well
will not develop leaks, either during the project or long after abandonment? How
vll SWEPT address future leaks and contamination? Will SWEPI commit to 69
future monitoring and cleanup? Have contamination assessments been performed
on abandoned well sites in Florida? What were the results? These issues must
be addressed in the document,

[ The fieldwork for Appendix A-5, Vegetation Report, was conducted during

November and December, 1989, which was the dry season, and at the peak of a
three-year drought. It is Likely that the vegetation and hydrology were very

73 different then than now. Since the Corps of Engineers' jurisdictional

determination is due to expite in June, 1993, a revised jurisdictional
determination must be performed, which may result in a reclassification by the
Corps of the vegetation in the vicirity,

o The vegetation maps in the DEIS are not based on Appendix A-5, Vegetation

Report, but rather on a separate study done by the consultant. This study, based

7 4 on aerial photography and ground-truthing, did not even consider vegetation

adjacent to Snake Road, upon which ~very truckload and drumfull of fuel,
lubricant, hydraulic fluid, mud chemical, and waste product will be transported,

[ The ecological significance of the ecotone (transitional area) between the WCA

90 and the Big Cypress is down plsyed in the document. Ecotones are highly

productive and are vital to indigenous wildife,

In the DEIS, two endangered Florida panthers ware documented in the vicinity
of the project. The document predicts "negligible” impact to this barely tenable

87| species. 1tis the accumulation of such “negligible” impacts that has led to the

dramatic decline of this wide-ranging animal, Can the panther population survive
another “negligible* impact? Should we find out?

In addition to the panther, the Bverglades Snail Kite, the Wood Stork, the Eastern
Indigo Snake, and several other listed species utilize nearby areas as habitat

8 6 and/or feeding arcas. The document does not adequately address the potential

impacts on these animals of worst case spill/discharge scenarios, Broward
County feels that any impact on endangered species is sufficient to preclude this
project, the benefits of which have not been established,
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WATER RESOURCES

The document states that the Biscayne Aquifer, the sp!c source qf southeast
Florida's drinking water, lies 5 to 10 miles from the project site. This statement
is based on the map in the document that dates from 1978. A 1987 map and
study by the USGS show the western edge of the aquifer only 2 to 3 miles east 26
of the site. This discrepancy in the analysis means that the impact evaluation
does not accurately reflect potential effects of a spill or discharge. In fact, the
spill scenarios and dispersion models used in the document are wholly inadequate
to predict the effects on the Biscayne and other aquifers in the area, and on the .
overlying WCA. Realistic worst-case spills, weather cvents, and long-term 31
leakage scenarios are not examined, either for this one test well or for the

inevitable expansion of activities upon discovery.

o The Floridan and Gray Limestone aquifers, possible ﬁm!re sources of pot.able
water for South Florida; are treated as expendable repositories for }nnspeclﬁed 34
wastes. This cavalier treatment of our most important resources is inexcusable

in a document of this magnitude.

o

I ; indeed
The hydrology analysis fails to appreciate t.pat' the canals m_the area are i

° wateryconveyance systems and do not “limit water flow" as claimed in the 3 6
document. A spill or discharge into onc or more of these canals is relatively
likely. The document does not detail cleanup methods or procedures, or offer

mitigation with respect to spills.

NOISE AND VISUAL RESOURCES

i jal i The noises

o These sections of the document are superﬁcxa! and contmdxcto::y. |
generated are stated as likely to be sharp, high f.requency noises, while !he 64
impacts are assessed based on the effect on wildlife of low, constant engine

noises, which are less disruptive.

(4] In the presence of some buildings and billboards, 2 170 foot tall, well-lit tower

with a 30 foot high working platform will be a visual spectacle for miles, 75
especially at night. Interestingly,
of the project on wildlife.

there is very little analysis on the visual impact

Mr. Robert V. Abbey Page 7

May 18, 1993

SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS

] The socioeconomic analysis is superficial and totally inadequate, There is no

discussion of where the skilled workers will come from, where they will live,

67 where they will buy food and supplies, and how their activities will impact

neighboring communities, Without an examination of the services necessary to

support the drilling operations, it is impossible to effectively assess the potential
socioeconomic impacts from the proposed action,

CONCLUSIONS

Perhaps the best testimony for the philosophy which has evidently governed the preparation of
this DEIS is a quote from the Visual Resources section: “...other observers may not perceive
any reduction in visual quality and may even consider the rig a novel sight adding variety
to an otherwise monotonous, boring landscape”.

Few responsible people in Broward County regard the Everglades landscape as "monotonous®
or "boring”. In fact, we regard the Everglades as in part defining what South Florida is, and
one of its essential and beautiful components. And we are not alone in this assessment.
Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbit has made protection, restoration, and enhancement of the
Bverglades a "top priority® of his Agency. We sincerely hope that this proposal is not
representative of the Department of the Interior’s “concern® for the Everglades. The document
regards the risks as "minimal”, Risks considered minimal in many other areas of the country
are magnified greatly when applied to our precious Everglades.

This document does not adequately assess the impacts of this action; indeed it in no way justifies
proceeding with the action. This project will provide virtually no benefits to the majority of
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May 17, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbe bis

Bureau of Land Manzéementt::ru:t Hanager
411 Briarwood Drive, suite 404
Jackson, Missiassippi 39206

Re: B8hell Western
Browarad County, Plorida -.- Draft EIs

Dear Mr, Abbey:

the environmental effa
v ots which
is discovered ang Production ensu:t.

Shell's failure to consid
er the efyp
::’gaFigdcirﬁrlaryl 4t5% the holding of t::tc:tfr: j:l];) Conmeopnent in the
. ’ -1451 (9
speculative nature of oil (egglg:::éi one the ahile in oopizing thé
environmental consequ s g
to exploration. The ge:fsciegn :g

i
environmentally blind decision-makinq thse ﬁiﬁﬁiﬂyzﬁﬁo&.ﬁ;cﬁ

Policy Act (NEP
Po (NEPA) was designed to avoid. Pursuant to the holding

+ Shell is requi
Production at the explor aqto :‘;dst:ge.consider the effects of oil

Refe ; 1108
Dmsrrsiggtzg tl:; :é:ort-tez;m exploratory drilling operation, shell’

tnsignisces, & any “fijmpacts that would occur b;ould bs
nagnitude ant b e:::ause of their short-term nature and/or their lo:
ot ie aieor d sdurbance to the human or natural environment." 1f
Severs iscove ;et e'rmh.ml’)%‘;esrl P§he :ttect on the environment wfll be
congsider this possibility 'aa geequifgé bih:m%i{s' hovever, fails to

SROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY CO

Scolt . Cowon Suzonne N. Guntbuige John P. Horl
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. The DEIS fails to consider the effect of an oil
spill during the development stage.

duci:ion on

ailing to consider the effect of oil pro

zgeag'deégi‘:: i?\et DEIS gdoes not set forth a worst case analysis in

n oil spill occurs. In
gth],::ke‘,,e;,::! t!,?‘? ';d a605, 614p (9th ciri 19}8‘4), :ge gogz:aie:;ggé;eﬁoﬁgg 16
lysis where the fe
importance of a worst case ana  omere enein eadsnoy would
potentia
only have one opportunity to con:blg oche e oo oronmental
ploration, P!

impacts of leases and their poss e e Lopment and
« In cases such as this, where furthe

g:ggg::dlfnthe affect of a possiblel oil spill must be considered at

the exploratory stage.

ffects of
EI8 does not discuss the potential e
: :?2 gdavelopment on the drinking water for the

region.

The development of oil may also affect the drinking water in the
urt in. .
States E mte,d o F.20 545, 547 (10th gix; 198€), —energy
anies are using injection techniques to
prgg:g::ig: ::tlinpdispose of unwanted brines brought to the :ur:ggg
gr ing production. A potential oil spill could also have a dra by
egxt:ecg lc)m the water supply of all the residents of Broward County.

T

d production is
ht to be used for oil exploration an
gx‘: ::f: ::Ex'gce of drinking water f:}x; tgerargggzgigguagge:r::é tﬁ: 27
e
a sole gource aquifer, pursuant to the ab nking Water Act the
tal Protection Agency must also becom e
5;:1;:g:::tion of the drinking supply of Broward County residents .

tal consequences

t is determined that the environmen

z:'o?gw;:ggﬁction are not foreseeable or capabl_’el 70£F ezwgail:;t;io?‘iig
stage v, on, . R

t(:)gx:hegtoritg:gg¥ theg f'ederal agency involved is required fo f::agg

authorit& to preclude all activities f:ndi:g t;::evsen:ll;m spsroposad 1

' thority o

further information and 'the au A b b 7
the environmental consequences

;:f':\\x’:ﬁée:o 1€he holding in Sierra Club, Broward County reguests

the environmental
ncy retain the power to determine

§2?§c§21’ira?n y:ls discovered and, if it is determi:eid tt}:::-t:g:
environmental conseqguences would be substantial, restric

oil development in the region.

Mr. Robert V. Abbey
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‘ the adequacy
reasons, Broward County objects to
zgrtﬁgebéggeggi:gttgd by éhell. Thank you for the opportunity to

comment on this issue.
Very truly yours,

M&an, .

County Attorney

JJIC\BSM\MA
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STATE OF FLORIDA

Office of the @overnor

‘THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32199.0001

LAWTON CHILES
GOVERRO®

Y ROMD R
A1 OF LAND MAHAGERENT
B et Ortic

June 7, 1993

Mr, Robert V. Abbey

Diswrict Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

RE:  Draft Environmental Impact Suatement, Shell Wesiern E&P, Incorporated,
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Miccosckee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida

SAL:  FL9303170394C
Dear Mr. Abbey:

The State has completed its review of the Draft Environmental Impact Swtement for an
exploratory hydrocarbon well in Browarg County. This review was conducted pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act and Coastal Zbne Act Reauthorization Amendments
of 1990. As a pant of our review, 2 meéting was held on May 27, 1993 in which
representatives of the numerous reviewing agencies discussed this proposal with federal
officials and representatives of the Miccosukee Tribe.

The referenced document does not contain a federal consistency determination for the

State’s review as required by Coastal Zone Management Act, as amended (15 CFR 930). l 44
Such a determination needs 1o be made, .

We find the proposal deseribed in Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) in conflict
with State plans, programs, policies and objectives, The Florida Everglades is not only a
fragile and unique ecological system, it is also an integral component of the water supply
1o the more than 4 million people of southeast Florida and essential 10 a healthy economic 45
and. social strucwre in South Florida and the Florida Keys. Any threat 1o the Everglades,
and cenainly that of ol drilling, is unacceptable because the release of hydrocarbons that
might result from human error or natural disaster could be devastating to the
environmental, social and economic well-being of Florida,”

An oil well in the Everglades would diminish the unique visual characteristics of the
region, The proposed well wonld be located less than a half mile from 1-75 and in ful}
view of travelers, many of whom would be gaining their initial impression of Florida's 75
Everglades. Not only would a well degrade the experience of travelers, it would diminish
the public’s general perception of a natvral Everglades. A well in the Everglades could
also hurt South Florida's image as 2 tourist mecca. Not unlike the issue

46

47

63
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of oil and gas drilling off the Florida Keys, drilling in the Eve

. N 5 X rglades is di
public. Public apposition to this proposal s well documentes, 8 1s distasteful] 10 the

adjacent 1o and/or under
cern for protection of the
water supply sources, and the environment, and the
ondary impacts associated with any production wells,” A

Everglades ccosystem, the aquifers,
Board.'s commitment to prevent sec
copy is attached.

The lt)hepanmcn't of Natwral Resources holds that the St
over the on-reservation drilling activity of Shel Western, E&P, Incorpora i

e on-Tes ing d , ted. Th
delcsznauon is based on Sccm?n 377.22, Florida Statntes, which pr?vides for th::s
rcgulan_on of the exploration, drilling and production of oil and gas and 1o ensure all
precautions are taken 1o prevent damage including spillage, fires, "blowouts,” “caving,”

“seepage,” the intruc g ® Including . ) "
amc;;w%e.) the Intrusion of oil into the aqufrcr, Injury to neighboring properties, eic. (See

has civil regulatory jurisdiction

The U.S. Congress, Federal agencies and the State have ma
1o protect and restore the Kissimmee River,
Florida Keys ccosystem. It is one of the h
States. - This restoration process is underw
funds have been committed over the next

de commitments 1o the public

. Lake Ogccc'chobcc, Everglades, Florida l];ay and
ighest prionty restoration Projects in the United
ay andl millions of dollars of state and federal
unds ha 1 | several years toward the effon, The drilli

;;;L :‘; ;h;s: ?co.sysltcm is not _11‘1}1‘ ac]gord with goals of restoing and protecting the Srlc:ullrl’:g for
cological system, is DEIS is not in cons i i
the “quality of the human environment.” neonance with NEPA goals of Sohancing

The proposed well would be located immediately ourside of the State Water Conservation

Area 3 (WCA3), and through slant drilling, would termina,
s h s ¢ under them,
conclude that Shel) Western intends 1o explore for oil in the WCA's, A ﬁnde :?3, ?)?x?

Pprogram in.l983 10 protect and restore the entire

Under the Save Our... .. ...
Everglades Program the U.S, Congress, federal a enci _wnader the ur .

- . s es, stat d

conservation community and the public have joingcd hand o Tare. showing Sorles, the

! s in a rare showing of unanimit
foL lt_he common purpose of protecting and restoring the Everglades. Over §200 million ;‘r':
public funds have gone toward this efforny and several times that amouny will be required 10

complete this program. Numerous actions by federal agencies, the state legislaure,  the
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Florida Cabinet and the Governor have been taken to further this program. This proposal
yuns counter to all efforts 10 protect and restore the Everglades.

The BLM would well serve the environment, the public and the Department of the Interior
by denying this application, so that Shell Western may expend jts energies and resources in

a more acceptable manner.
Based on the above findings, this proposal should not go forward, and Shell Western's

" application should be denied. "No Action” is the only acceptable alternative as provided
for in the National Environmental Policy Act and 40 Code of Federal Regulations 1500-

1508.

Please contact Estus Whitfield or Don Henningsen at (904)488-8686, if we can be of
assistance.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely,

LC/did
Enclosures

cc:  Linda Loomis Shelley, Depantment of Community Affairs

’ Virginia Weiherell, Depaniment of Environmental Regulation

Don Duden, Department of Natural Resources

Colone! Robert'Biantly, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
Greg Farmer, Florida Depanment of Commerce

David Cobumn, Governor's Office of Planning and Budgeting
Frank Maloney, Ocean and Coastal Resource Management, NOAA
Tilford Creel, South Florida Water Management District

-r..

taviss Ohles
' Conmat
Him Suith
3 FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES S:::: :.:.
s ] itdit Anoo: Gesera)
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building g ‘f y
5 (,sd) 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard g '/I 66 ‘kn: Levia
A Tallshassee, Florida 32399 q30 s Gomptnlir
Virglals 8 Wethensl) Toam Guligher
Esecutivg Direcar ﬂ Stase Treasurer
Bab Cranford
Commisisats of Apricehure
April 6, 1993 Bety Caster
(A--‘wiun of Edwcation
Ms. Janice L. Alcott, Director AP G i
. State Clearinghouse L
office of Planning and Budgeting A

Executive Office of the Governor
The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32393-0001 )
Shell's Draft Environmental Impact Statement for

SUBJECT:
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well

Dear Ms. Alcott:

Please find attached comments from the Bureau of Geology and
the Office of General Counsel regarding the subject SAI.

Thank you for allowing us to comment.
Sincerely,

l!é White

Environmental Administrator
office of Policy and Planning

BIW/Ip
Attachments

' MEHORANDEN

Biv. of Resoue ntwd,

March 31, 1993 Natuhth beaunos

. M‘ d
BT AT,

To: /Jack Woodard, Assistant Director
1 Division of Resource Management

4
From: / Walt Schmidt, chief (o -
Bureau of Geology )

Subject: Comments regarding Shell’s Draft Environmental Impact

Statement for their Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well

« Shell’s proposal generally conforms to the Department’s
Rules regulating drilling and production of oil and gas
in Florida.

« Shell did not outline their logging program. In order to
better estimate water quality and ensure adequate ground
water protection, we recommend that resistivity and
porosity logs be run in open hole prior to setting
conductor and surface casings.

« We have been advised by General Counsel that the
Department has jurisdiction to regulate the proposed

well. Shell has not yet, however, applied to us for a
permit to drill.
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SRR 1352
Div. of Resource Mpmt,
Papl. of Hatural Resources

GCO #92-01

Yazch 10, 1892

TO: Jeremy Craft, Director
Division of Resource Management

FROM: Kenneth J. Plante, General Counsel{4
Office of the Executive Director .
RE: Jurisdiction to regulate proposed oil well on
Miccosukee Indian Resexrvation -
QUESTION:

whether the State of Floxida, Department of Natural Resouxces, has
jurisdiction, pursuant to Chapter 377, Florida Statutes, and the
rules promulgated thereunder, to regulate drilling for oil and
natural gas on the Miccosukee Indian reservation by Shell Western,
a private, non-Indian coxporation?

RY ANSWER:

Yes. The State of Florida, Department of Natuvral Resources, has
civil regulatory Jjurisdiction over the on-reservation drilling
activity of Shell RWestern.

ANALYSIS: The test for determining if state jurisdiction applies
over the conduct of non-Indians engaged in onh-resexvation
activities - i1s whether such application represents an unlawful
infrxingement on tribal self-government or is pre-empted by federal
law, escalero ache: Tx v. Jopes, 411 U.S. 145 {1973). My
research has not revealed any- cases with an identical fact
situation to that under consideration. Hcwever, the United States
Supreme Court has examined numerous cases regarding the application
0f state law to non-Indians on Indian reservations in the context
of texation, licensing, hunting and fishing.

‘There is no zigid rule to determine whether 2 particular state
law mazy be applied on an Indian reservation, rethexr, the United
States Supreme Court has repeatedly employed 2 flexible analysis
sensitive to the particular facts and legislation involved. In
cach case, the Court performed & par:ticularized examination of the
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taté d al interests. Cotton Petroleum
relevtnf ::atﬁ' J;?e§:ilzg, ﬁiﬁb L.Ed. 2d 209 (1988). in f;:
YT :he Court has considered the following: 1) whet..;:er :he
ey :'ed a legitimate regulatory interest; 2) upon kiomo;ed
::::—::nacszie;.;\e regulation fell; and 3) whether ii?‘;::iel:s;eamp sed
us pre-em . x
. compzehensé:et:eq:‘}:::fy 5Fh;:‘aec)§£r, 6p5 L.de. 2d 665 (1980}, the
example j;n d the question of whether hrizona could meos'e its
Cocen ad::-ess:d uuse fuel tax on a non-Indian logging company's use
2o nal .af :ev'va'lon roads. In sssessing the relevant .tnte;'est.s,
N Indign ;e na ’l;at prizona was unable to identify any regu a:o.':zl
522 €:z;|to-°:e*v;ce it performed that wouldljui;tf.y tr:\: a::::sz::;
s 1 activ ribal roads, in t ¢ z
o cfxes 1:2: ‘:\;tii;igi;fosl.to:edtexclusively by the federal goveir.nmen:
buél‘;:'hematfigg Bracker, szt 677. The Court determined it w2
an T .

- d
d of the asserted taxes woul
endispuzed that the economic burden oL e A ver, the Court

on the tribe, Id. at u
u:;é’;:;:;yti:ilthe taxes would undermine federal po)ilicy ix;.t.hl:fn;[n:
Eede*al government had underteken tlo reqx;éatih ts"ed.né?'s. 'T‘m;,
g i f cribe‘’s timber operations. id. &t . H
S;:aéii‘g-hegg.that imposition of the state t.a.>ée659 on the logging
;ompany was pre-empted by federal law. 1d. at .

chool Board, Inc. v.
Similazly, in the case of Ramah Nevelo the Court

3 832 (1982),
. s of venuve of New Mexico, 458 U.S. ourt
:‘e-;:a:h:r. ertl Mexico was precluded fxom imposing taxes on two aon

build a school on
indian construction companies hired to ¢ found that New

rvat b4 rty. As in Bracker, the cou. 't N
;::::zal;:gnnoplzgiti;ate regulatoxry ir;.'.eregt;;);;;::fgidlgf}s'té;z ;’1)1;
< pec e state declined to take any ty fos e
-gﬁcizz::sitﬂ;ndian children and thus was uninvol;reda Lancy;)le gge
: ation activity. Ramah at 843-846. Also, as r:_ b; b. \='irt.ue
fesgrv juded that no economic burden fell on the t-f e by yiriue
h“m‘; co:t:::ate tax. JId. at B39. Finally, the Couxt Iou‘nor "h;
c‘>-dt:~':1 law imposed——an exclusive regulatory sch:meta,.‘es w;"e
seovs b3 of education on the reservation and thus the x
B e JId. 2t 840-842.

pre-empied by federal law.
Rama in Cotton Petroleum
Unlike the ovtcome of sracker and 2adm 2)369 e T Gure

. ; 10¢. L.Ed. c
orporzzion v. New Mexico, n the production of oil
upheld the state's right to impose rexes o ] The Courtc

reservation property.
and gas Dby non-indians on ‘esneo:;xe-emg"ed by. federal lawv and

+hat the state tex wWas € 2 d
gg;gc;::e‘:im::tuny infringe on tribal self-governmer;‘...t %lé;' Lﬂeiiio
2;4 In makxing its decision, the Court tour;geta:d Bew B iee

-o;-lded substantial services to both the tI nd e efmined
POy stified the tax. I1d. at 233. The Court also debeiml fr
:’);_E t.)he t2x imposed no economic burden on the tir eethe e
f h" 1 an:i triba)l regulation was not exclusive, sinc e STec
izgzi:ted man;- aspects of the on-:eservi:i!orl cl-rhial.lig?e agew Mexic;
-i_d. tven though it was reasonable to infer < ';: e e vesion

cexes would have a merginal eifect on the demand {

2

B

leases, the Court concluded that any impeirzrment that might be
caused by the taxes was simply too indirect and {nsubstzntial to
support a claim of pre-emption. Jd. The Cour:t stated that absent
some special factors such as those present in Bracker and Ramah,
the Jindirect burdens associated with the state taxes were
Insufficient to find ther the taxes unduly intexrfered with
reservation self-government or were pre-empted by federal law. Jd.
at 233-234,

In epplying the criteria used in Cotton, White Mountain and
Bracker to the facts herein, I cannot conclude that the azpplicztion
of Florida's regulations to the on-reservation drilling activizy
by Shell Westezn, a non-Indian corporation, would interfere with
reservation self-government or is pre-empted by federal law,
Chapter 277, Florida Statutes, vests the Stare of Florida,
Department of Natural Resources with regulatory authority over
exploration and drzilling for oi) and natural gas within the State.
The application of Chapter 377, Florida Statutes, to Shell Western
would be in accord with the State's "legitimate interest in
regulating the affairs of non-Indians." McClanzhan v, State Tax

Commission 2t Arizona, 411 U.S. 154 (1973).

In balancing the federal, Indian, and state interests herein,
Florida's interest in regulating drilling activity is significant.
The policy of the State of Florida concerning the regulation of oil
and gas drilling is to conserve and control the State's natural
resources znd to prevent their waste, and to safeguarxrd the health,
property and public welfare of the citizens of the State. § 377.06,
Fla, Stat. The State has assumed the responsibility pursuant to
Chapter 377, Florida Statutes, to regulate the exploration,
drilling and production of oi)l and gas to ensure that all
precautions are taken to prevent damage including spillage, fires,
"blowouts", "caving", "seepage"”, the intrusion of oil into the
aquifer, injury to neighboxing properties, etc. See § 377.22, Fla.

tat. The United States Supreme Court has said that a state's
regulatory interest will be particularly substantial if the state
can point to off-reservation efiects that necessitate state
intervention. New Mexico v. Mescalero, 462 U.S. 324 (1983). Even
assuming that Shell Western's drilling activity will be located
entirely.on reservation property, there will clearly be substanti{al
off-reservation effects from the production and distribution of the
oil and gas which would warrant State interventicn. A contrary
conclusion would extend the exercise of tribal powexr beyond what ...
is necessary “to’ protect txibal self-government. See State of
Montana v. United States, 450 U.S. 544 (1981).

The ultimate burden of the reguletion herein will not fall
upen the ¥iccosukee Indians (the "Tribe"). The burden of adhering
.to the State's rules and regulations undexr Chapter 377, Florida
Statutes, will fall upon Shell Western as it proceeds with its
exploration and drilling activities. As found by the United States
Supreme Court in Cotton, although the regulation may have a

2
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merginal effect on the appeal of the on-reservation lease, the
possible impairment is too indirect and insubstantial to suppor:
3 claim of pre-emption. Further, my examination of federal law
f2ils zo reveal any evidence that the federal governmen:i intended
10 pre-empt the states f{rom regulating activities associated with
the exploration and drilling for oil and natural gas. The federal
government has no comprehensive scheme for regulating such
activities, but rather, has left this area of regulation to the
individual states. 1In conclusion, I am of the opinion that Florica
may ‘exercise civil regulatory jurisdiction over the drilling
activity of Shell Western on the Miccosukee Indian reservation.

For purposes of this opinion, 1 esssumed thet both the well and
boztom hole of Shell HWestern's propcsed drilling will be located
on the Kiccosukee Indian reservation. If the well 2nd bottom hole
are located on the original reservation land, the Tribe has
subsuréace rights pursuvant to Deed dated March 30, 1966 and does
not need authorization to lease the subject property for the
purposes of ¢rilling. ~If the well anc boitom hole are located on
zhe "Leased Ares" of the reservation, the Tribe does not have
subsurface rights, pursuvant to the 1982 Lease Agreement, 2and the
Tr-ibe would need to get authorization to lease the property from
the Board of Trustees., If, in fact, the bottom hole is pot located
on reservetion land, the State would have jurisdiction ro regulate
he drilling pursuant to Chapter 377, Florida Statutes. kny
€rilling conducted without authorization from the owner oI the
subsurface rights could constitute the basis for 2 claim of

trespass.
’

0f finzl note, a press release issued by the Tribe, describing
Shell Western's activities on the reservation, says that the
‘rribe's reservation lands are not subject to State civil regulatory
jurisciction and that as a result of the 1982 Florida Indian Claims
Settlement Agreemenz, the State granted the Txibe the right to
vtilize the subsurface of the reservation free of State regulatory
control. 1 have found no authority in the Settlement Agreement,
<he Lease Agreement, or applicable legislation supporting che
vibe's contention that the State of Florida waived its right to
~egulate use of the subsuxface of the Miccosukee Indian
resexvation. ’

Prepared by:
Lanette ¥. Price
hssistent General Counsel

™ . S i
i South Florida Water Management District

B // 3301 Gun Club Road » P.O, Box 24880  West Pat
GOV 02-16-03 st Patm Beach. FL 34184580 o (4071 688.8800 » FL WATS 1800322055

May 19, 1993

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary
Department of the Interior
.1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.c. 20240

Environirnss
Dear Mr. Secretary:

(o]
Dgs’é:{clf :gg iowéerning Boprd of the South Florida Water Mana
Pt pha o !:aiel sgifiut;:n 9::,318 opposing the constructig:r:nezg
+ adjacent to, r
g:::z:‘gm:;;?i?;ziozitzi% ht:he Everglades. Thi: wa: ngz?gmp:gc}; b;lat::
[o)
46 iy ell Western E & P Inc. to drill in the

Attached is a copy of the res
C ) olution. The B ¢
possible contamination of the aguj en
) quifers which
:g:gﬁff:rmx;lt:;.‘iecr;vg:o::sitdents,- the potentia]a.rih:::t s‘::ri'isgf
ent; p
sheetflow to Everglades Natién:?dP:z?)r:l?e*vably the interruption °£

S concerns include

“As the entity whose respons i .
- restoration of the Evergla%es,“::%xleizt?l;' e ude 3 is commion and

preventing any further degradati oing poard is napatred to

. " on and to

the remaining two million acres that compsf:ete::ej.ngv::gl;gg:oving

1t ) .

restiss :,:;x:-h u:g:r;tanding that the fina) decision in such matt

every oftort e ureau of Land H.anagemem:. ‘We ask that you me;s
see that any Application for Permit to Drill {A;D;!

in, adjacent to or un
£ojenadac der any Everglades Water Conservation Area is

We look forward “to* workin 't
Intertor ana oy o g Cooperatively with the Department
enbopaor ane Parties interested in Everglades protection a:cg

Sincerely,
Lerva e Boyd
hatrman

[of

VB/wvv

Governing Board:
\Y ’
alerie Boyd, Chairman William Hammond Eugtene K. Pettis

Frank \Vill; % i . Ti o § i
Senie “_'"':_"::?_"""" Vice Chairman l":-‘.'l-." .hram Nathanict P Reed 'l':\'ullomnla'lcl-(cﬂ“\e-:c,.\’ei.‘:rc‘;;me D-rEel:lor
-2 eaeee, e PR - car. Depuiy Eacestin P
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATERMANAGEMENT DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 93-18

A RESOLUTION BY THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SOUTH
FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT OPPOSING
CONSTRUCTION OF EXPLORATORY OIL WELLS IN, ADJACENT TO,
OR UNDER ANY EVERGLADES WATER CONSERVATION AREAS.

WHEREAS, Over (hc past few months the issue of oif exploration in and around the \w{aler
sconservation areas has been discussed and the SFWMD has presented formal wrinen

comments to the Bureau of Land Management on this issue; and

WHEREAS, The Governing Board is against the use of the District’s propeny for access’
or transportation facilities that may be required for this use; and

WHEREAS, The exploratory well and any subsequent product.ion wells will pierce aquifers
in the region which include the surficial aquifer system (coqslsling of the water lat.)le and
lower tamiami aquifers which contain fresh and brackish quality water used.for drinking and
irrigation purposes); at greater depths, the well will penetrate .the prod_ucmg zones of the
vpper and middle Floridan aquifer system (these zones contain brackish water .used for
reverse osmosis and ASR production purposes); the well, if consm.:cledv will pierce the
lower Floridan which is used extensively for disposal of waste waters in soutl_l Florida; and

M .
WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned about the protection against oil-related
. contamination of South Florida's water resources; and

; WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned for the protection of fish, wildlife, and their :
habitat; and
WHEREAS, ' The Governing_ Board is concerned about the potential interruption of
‘sheetflow ‘to the Everglades National Park if contamination oceurs; and
WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned that this use will be in conflict with the
Everglades restoration efforts and the significant public and private investments toward
Everglades Restoration; and . e

WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned that an impmpcx_’ly abandoned ex'ploratory
well could impact the water resources through vertical contamination between aquifers; and

WHEREAS, The Governing Board has an oveml} concemn for t.hc ex!vironmcmal and
public healith threats posed by oil wells existing in this nnique and vitally important area of

Florida. -

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Board of the SFWMD;

Opposes construction of exploratory oil wells in, adjacent to and/or under any of the water

conserv.

ation areas because of the Board's concem for protection of the Everglades

ccosystem, the aquifers, water supply sources; and the environment, and the Board's
commitment to prevent secondary impacts associated with any production wells,

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 13th day of May, A.D., 1993,

CS
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@he Aiami Herald
JOHN S XNIGHT t1as.2.1331 JAMES L KNIGHT 190319915
DAVIDLAWRENCE JR. Fublisher and Choiroman

ROBERTO SUAREZ IN HAMPTON S FTON
P g PO G ShEToN

MARTHA MUSGROVE and TONY PROSCIO SAUNDRA KEYES 'ETE WEIMZE
Ausciare Edupes Mesopng Eduor Su,::- ;:.?:51.; ul;nw

Oil in our water? No way!

l ,.S. INTERIOR Secretary Bruce

sy bt he wata to2void  STOP INDIANS' TEST WELL

hesded hgam Micck.sm but I:herc's a{d
02 way. It's the app! ication of Shell  That slowed but didn't stop ! in."”
Ol Co. and the Miccosukee Indian tribe to It would be incongruous ‘!’o g:e"u‘:?pex-

Y an uploralory‘ ofl well under Conser- mits, The impact statement does ensure, in
vatjog Area Three in South Florida, its words, “enforceable mitigation mea-
The conservation areas are marshy res 3uees, il such are found 1o be required. , , *
© envours, vital to the water supply of four There should be no if, In fact, there should

million urban South Floridians, Conserva- no permit. The impact statement
tion Area Three also feeds water directly  acknowledges — even as it tries to mini-
into Everghdgs National Park andis the  mize — that drilling is fraught with risks

focus of an anti-pollugion lawsuit brought by, Absolutely chilling is the statement's
the Na_uqm.l Park Sem;:e and U.S. Fish contradictory summary of impact on water
and Wildlife Service against the stare and Tesources: ‘‘No significant impact 1o water

. . South Florida Water Management District,  resources Is expected, Construction and .

. The water district has successfully pro-  operation of th i
hibited other private lmdowne_rs from dril-  ute 10 minor l.:c::‘:::l::eamff xg‘;?xllng
ling or mining in the conservation areas.So'  canals which parallel its route, The poten-.
its managers _unden!zndnbly were stunned  tia) exists for contamination of surface
that Interior's Bureay of Land Manage- water by spilied fuels, lubricants hydraylic
ment and the Bureau of Indian Affairs fuids, and oil which may be obrained durin
might permit oil drilling on the Miccosukee  production testing, Local freshwater aqu-
reservation, ad)accnl' to and underlying fers may be contaminated by lcxkage of
pans of the conservation area. drillin, Juids or produced oil and by muxing

Pr.odded by Fort L_auderdale_ member  groundwater berween aguifers, , " "
Betsy Kraat, the district governing board Shell's corparate policies and federal
last week agdgd its unanimous objection to regulatory restrictions will “greatly reduce
South Florids’s growing chorus of com-  the probability” of dama, e, 3t adds.
plaints, Earlier clamor forced the BLM to Avoid this train wr Secretary Bab-
order an environmental impact statement.  bitt. Sidetrac); this permit ~- now,

Florida Department of Environmental Regulation

Twin Towers Office Bldg. » 2600 Blalr Stone Road o Tallahussee, Florids 32399.2400

Lawion Chiles, Gevarnor Virgiate 8. Wehesell, Secectary

June 1, 1993

David coburn, Director
Office of Planning and Budgeting

Executive Office of the Governor

The Capitol
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

Dear Mr. Coburn:

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement
-8hell Weatern BELP, Inc., Broward County
SAI FL9303170384C

We have reviewed the referenced document in which Shell
Western proposes to dril) an exploration well on the
¥iccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County. Based on
the information provided in the draft environmental impact
statement (DEIS), the Department’s regulatory interests in
the exploration project by itsalf appear to be limited. The
drill site is not located in wetlands and the drilling plan
proposaes no discharges to surface waters. The Department may
wish to participate in a review for compliance with
applicable air quality regulations.

our greater concern is for those environmental impacts
beyond the scope of propoced exploration activities. Such
impacts would be associated with development and production
activities; accidsntal releases of ol), brines, ‘or other
contaninated liquid wastes; or accidental emissions of
airborne contaminants. )

Develogment and production is expacted to rasult in
extensive f£llling of wetland areas to construct drillsites,

access roads, pipelines, and related facilities. Shell
Western representatives have disclosed that it may locate a
production drillsite in water conservation area 3A. Greater
lavels of air emissione and surface and groundwater
discharges will acconpany gtoduction operations and may
contribute to the degradat

wide area.

on of air and water quality over a
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Mr. David Coburn
June 1, 1993
Page Two

ione during
The risk of accidental discharges and emiss

exploration and production i{s a paramount concern due Eot}:)‘;ﬁ
Jocation of the drillsite adjacent to the water ccimsei i
area and within the Everglades ecosystem. An acc denta
discharge of oll or other contaninated waste could cause
extengive damage to area resources, including the
{irretrievable gou of critical water supplies.

' riate for the DEIS to avaluate exploration
'nctivﬁié: éri\: gggpconsidering the full range of impicts
associated with development and production. Production
activities are closely linked and ceusally related tobilit
exploration, particularly where there is a high proba iy
of encountering oil-bearing zones. A successful exploration
at the Shell Wemtern drillsite s reasonably foreseeable 15
since producible quantities of oil have been found at i
nuperous locations in the Sunniland Trend. The acceptability

this
onducting development and production operations at
ggcgtion shogld be cgnsidered n making the threshold

DEIS be
o conduct exploration. We regquest that the
g:ﬁﬁig"tg include dezglopment and production activities as
cumulative and secondary lmpacts of exploration.

direct and cumulative impacts of this project may
resulzhzn signiticant adverse effects onh land and water uses

ig coastal zons. Any such activities should be
gu&ﬁitgg“ﬁ:gr consistency with tZe Florida Coastal Management 44
Progran. Shell Western ehould provide a consistency
certification to the state and the Buraau of Land Management
An .accordance with the procedures lald eut in 18 PR 339,
subpart D. .

t

We appreciate the opportunity to reviaew this documen

and to digguss the project with Shell Western ‘

- representatives. If there are any questions concerning these
comments please contact Lynn Griffin at 488~-0784.

Sincerely,

MWW fo-

virginia B. Wetharell
Secratary

FLORIDA ™~

r

'-_":—"—_—-: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

780 Southwest 24 Street SCA G WATYS

b "E= rort Louderdale, Florida 33315-2696 secactass
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= Pelephone: (305) 524-8621
> .

April 10, 1993 AT AR
i A W ATSER
“: é’._:';r..?-. = --9\~I'_..f..

Ms. Janice L. Qlcotc, pDirector

e Clearinghouse .
gg?ice of Planning and Budgeting ' it
Budget Management and Planning Policy Umi
gxecutive Office of ghe Governor
Room 411, Carlton Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

- -‘-‘wm'.éfﬁ'

g195E -

Shell Western E & P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1

ject:
Sub3 Exploration Well, Broward Co. FL.
SIA No. FL9303170384C
Copy : Sandra' Whitmire

Dear Ms. Alcott:

he information provided, we fipd the subject project
E:sﬁgvngg l;mpacl: on the State Transportation Sysl'.tér.n‘.'e g:fier
project has been reviewed under Presidential Executl or
12372 and the Florida Coastal Zone Management Prggrz_sm f
consistency with only the following plans and policies:

* Intergovernmental Coordination

Based upon our review, we have the following comment related to

this project.

i imi ble access to
* -75 is a limited access Interstate. Reasonab
thiz pzoject-appears to be provided by the I-75 §ncerchangeaat ve
Snake Road. Both transportation Access altegnat;ves A an . ma
use of this interchange and would be the desirable route of

entry.
A re-evaluation of this project will be conducted.dunng.chg
environmental documentation or permitting stage, if required.

i i ) i1l be based in part on
cure consistency of this project wi ; .
l-e;\«;equat'.e consideration of comments offered in this and subsequent

reviews.

1£ you have any guestions recarding this responsé, please contact
Ana Gannon at (305) 757-1730.

Sincerly

P Bt

-&na Ganron
Environmental Aidministrator
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24/21,1993 ©27:33 BUR. OF ECONCMIC ANRLYSIS 994 487 3814 P,0O7?
N .

STAT]; OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Aprll 15, 1993 i Divisiun uf Economic Development

Ms. Janice Alcott - 3
State Clearinghouse

Room 411, Cuclton Building .
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

" Dear Ms. Aleon:

We have reviewed the abovesreferenced SAJ--a draft envin ) impact (DEIS)--which
analyzes the impacts of the Shell Western E&P Inc. proposal 10 drill an exploratory well and test the
potential hydrocarbon bearing formations at a site located on the Miccosukee indian Reservation in
Browurd County. The Bureat of Land Management, Buresu of Indiun Affairs, and the U.S. Geological
Survey, Water Resources Dl\;lisiun ars participating in the DEIS.

It Is our understanding that the hydrocurbon righis un the Miccosukee Indian Reservation were Jeased 10
Shell Western by the Miccosfnkee Tribe on July 20, 1989, through a lease agreement approved by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. The Miccosukee Indian Reservation may derive economic opportunities from the
drilling proposal which will take place entircly within Trihal Lands, Any revenues generated from
activitles and development og the reservation play « role in helping the Miccosukee Tribé achieve setf-
sufficiency. A stipulation inghe lease provides that © . . if there Js 2 conflict between the various Stute,
Federal or tribal regulations, irules, laws or urders, Shell Western shall comply with the more stringent
regulation, rule, law or ordes . . *

We are aware that suhstamia!‘ public concern hus been expressed regarding the proposal due 10 the
sensliivity of the Everglades and Big Cypress Swamp envi and ] natursl resources,
specifically the Biscuyne aquifer. If the stute apencies with responsibility for managing and protecting the
state’s environment find merit to these public concerns, we are confident that the stipulation in the lease

agreereat will ensure that lh_tse concerns are. addressed.

This project is consistent with the Department's long-term goals and policies 10 promote economic
development in economically distressed sreas in Florida without lessening our environmental permitting 6 8
standards. Thank you for (h|e opportunity 1 comment on this SAL

Sincerely, . .

00y )
Wyn Wilson '
5t Supervisor

WW/asc
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DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES < B
R.A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
Disecior’s Office Telecopier Number (FAX)

April 5, 1993 (9042 4881480 904) 488.3353

Ms. Janice L. Alcott, Directsor
State Clearinghouse

Executive Office of the “overnor-ops
Room 411, Carlton Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-00¢)

In Reply Refer To:
Denise M. Breit

‘Historic Sites
Specialist

(904) 487-2333

Project File No. 930817

RE: Cultural Resource Assessment Regues
SAIf# FL9303170384C 4 ¢ .
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) £
oxr the S
w?stern E&P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratog-y Well heil
Miccosukee Indian Reservation ’ !
Broward County, Florida

Dear Ms. Alcott:

In accordance with the provisions of 'Florida‘s

Coast.
Management Act and Chapter 267, , :sa&reggr?:s the
proced\.lres contained in 36 C.F.R. , Part 800 ("Protection of
Historic Properties"), we have reviewed the referenced project(s)

for possible impact to histori i
for visting. inpact C properties listed, or eligible

otherwise of historical or architectural value.

We have reviewed the DEIS and note that Sections 3.3.2
and 4.4.2 adequately address this agency’s historic preservation
concerns. In addition, a review of our files indicates that no
51gnificant‘archaeological sites are likely to occur within the
proposed drill site or as a result of Altermative A or
:1ternative C. Project activities associated with the above will
ave no effect on properties potentially eligible for listing in
the National Register, or otherwise of historical or
architectura} value. These portions of the project are also
consistent with the historic preservation laws of Florida’s
Coastal Management Program and may proceed.

: 4.3.2,

Concerning Alternative B, a potentially signi
archaeological site! 8BD1439, is recorged gn :igacgcinity of
tgies§ Route B. This site should be avoided and preserved. If

S 1s not feasible, professional Phase IT testing will need to
be performed at the location of this site prior to any project
related ground disturbing activities. The resultant final report

Archarnlnstrst 0




Ms. Alcott
April 5, 1993
Page 2

would then need to be forwarded to this office in order to l12
complete the project review process.

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not
hesitate to contact us. Your interest in protecting Florida’s
historic properties is appreciated. :

Sincerely,

Fawnn A Ksicnan

- George W. Percy, Director
Division of Historical Resources
. and
State Historic Preservation Officer

' GWP/Bdb
%Xc: Robert V. Abbey

South
Florida
Reglonatl
Planning
Council

May 3, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager

B of Land Manag; t

United States Department of the Interior
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404

Jackson, Misslssippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

The Coundil has had an opportunily to review the Dmft Envi 1 Impact Stat t
pertaining to exploratory oll drilling actlvity in the extreme western portion of Broward County.
The purpose of this letter is to express to you the Coundil's garding this proposed

tivity e g 1 t of the Coundl's concern Is that the site of the proposed drilling is
located within the Water Conservation Area and in the hea:t of headwaters of the Everglades and
Big Cypress Swamp environments. As you can see, there is a truly reglonal implication to this

1 as the potential exists for y and y imp

|

Tt s fair to say that the Coundil's concern with this exploratory phase of the project is significantly
heigt d with the prospect of future extraction of oil and gas products in this location of the
Region. To this point, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement does not address potential
impact. cinted with extraction which app to be a gross oversight. In addition, the
document assumes a need for exploratory drilling by severely discounting the “no-action®
alternative. Contention has arisen from inf i Sred in the d regarding several
critical issues Including the proximity of the Biscayne Aquifer to the proposed drilling site and the
_degree of tedness of various drainage channels, basins and sub-basins. Furthermore, the
eredibifity of the anslysis is called Into question by a reliance on hydrologic data from a period
widely recognized as an extended drought which affected the Region from 1988-90.

I trust that the above issues will be thoroughly add d as the Envi tal Impact Stat
Is further processed. There exists, however, an ovenvhelming concern regarding the potential for
d impact ted with the p:ospect of diilling for oil in this location that makes this
proposal difficult to accept. The Everglad ystem and d { including
Florida Bay, the Florida Keys and offshore coral reef are treasures of national as well as global
significance which should not be subjected to the risks of such major sources of contamination.
The Biscayne Aquifer, which has Leen designated by the federal g t a3 a sole source
aquifer and serves as the primary water supply for approximately four million people, cannot be
jeopardized. To better understand these relationships, the true cost of potential impacts to the
Region's resources Including wildlife, the water supply and tourism must be th ghly ined

3440 Hollywood Boulevard, Sulte #140, Hollywood, Florida 33021
Broward (305) 961-2999, Dade {305) 620-4266, FAX (305) 981-0322

‘Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager

South Florida Water Management District -

April 30, 1993

ECEIYE
MAY T198

LAND MANAGEMENT |
BURA%RS%;N DISTRICT OFFICE

Mr. Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, MS 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

The South Florida Water Mana, i i

) gement District has completed i
E?glronrgintal Impact Statemeng for the SWEP! Miccgsukeeltss-:ez;e;ro?;t?e %aﬁ
proposed for the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County, Florida.weasgd

on the information provi in thi h
concerne: provided in this document, we have the follgwmg questions and

1) Thereason given for not conductin direct drilli
fornot. [ rilling to the tar i
18 &%'fg:aﬂffye ‘:ll:;lerng V‘\%Ilta'??s \:Vng;:r-gll\) rst ;gjuehto thg nature of%f.te“ﬁh’ﬁaf v{/‘?l’:i‘g;
¢ . : y this phrase? Woul i i
the well is successful, SWEPI will be loo!\ingp at placing vyeﬁstvryiil:if:\etnhem ‘%’aant;\at i

2) Please clarify on what basis i i
asis production from a single el i
19 gvzv‘ﬁ?m?‘%?:ev\{ﬁg ?:;;r&nggz not tg_be }l;ealssor;abl fcg'esetagleaggigrwilémffl‘\eilg
] ressed in this EIS), This appears to contradi
ot this adict the
g". pose of a wildcat exploratory well which is to look for exploitable resources of

3) The draft EIS needs to specify what level of environmental analysis would be

May3,1993
Page2
t £ the efforts which the
osal has every app of ing ou lol x:m:y;:‘ hy :“ o o Phan for
lell)g‘lll‘\: l:::;)‘;)oned over the years. To illust te, policies
(S::::l‘\ Florida include the following: . ‘
coordination be! nag ,
s Encoursge na) u;is! y llax:\c:\::;‘:%fom to ensute the long-range maintenance,
. FeEzon m?'l hl: ecment of the Region's water resousces,
llocation, and ¢
hall
istrict and local governments &
rida Water Management Dist T *and
812 Thel'!:':ll\es:\‘:af i‘:lpp:y for the Everglades National Park, state par ,
ec!
g::er environmentally significant areas. . e 4 5
t Evergl
tives of the Save Our Everglades, Save our Kz{; t‘l:n Efmion, ades
1024 ’I‘;:e ‘\:r\lg: ‘l,?elannlng and MlnagementB Cbsmwlllbl;‘e;hm ;: ementaon: source
e ne Bay .
Okeecdl:obe;hi\;e’lgkld; c'olr‘:sl‘d‘::e:‘;n Jand and water planning by local regional
protection
and state agendies. .
in the Reglon. These areas wi
14.19 Identify and protect areas t;l:i:i:le for mlnln.grn the RO ad e lly
- limited to those con! g r
sensitive areas. )
tal Impact Statement an
view the Draft Environmen e et
e P foces 1f you have any questions or ity
The Coundl appreciates the ey Lo . 1y oot
pw "m’a: i :icl‘i:npgehzgaun:l::m;? please call me at (305) 357-7003 or Caroly ,
un
g‘:l‘l!:;;! Bxecutive Director at (305) 961-2999.
? Y
John P. Hart
Chairman

ﬁZU TE € well production and/or well field de
trg:je frarggs and opportunities for comment will differ if thes;eag)ig,nesn :'anTg:
addressed'in a supplement to the existing EIS versus conducting a new EIS.

4) The access routes prdposed in Alternativ i
: ) e C uses a portion of the L-28 ri

xvv:;l/ ar\xls h'xtl :gg:a!;?s:?ii: /d\‘l)teesrnattlxe A would also u‘s)e a portion othlzmg :.'Sm gif’

L i t authorize temporary use of its rights of fi
access to construction sites when such proposals are i f . vith our
permitting criteria, the District is extremely concerned l!;‘ Ut 3y tee of wnth ht
of-way that may have adverse impacts o]:\ our leve o berms Sra i e iight.
48 canal. It is requested that the applicant consult l;vgvees, Drsiney tad, the adjacent

s th the District to determine th
extent of the right-of-way encroachment wl:eth atives aye

. A A H er h

avallab_le, and, if appropriate, submit an application for : ;erer;i:uematwes are

5) Under the assessment of noise impacts.on wildlif ¢ i
65 l timing of noise disturbances during wading bird'her'etel:ieirgu:eyri?cl!'ss. 1o address the

Governing Board:

Val,
Foaon Wilaraomr-Vis Chaman s Hammand Naiail et Foord . Creel Executve Dirctor
A poeamaor Allon Mo : .:aha('i‘. esc l\‘; ‘;eed Thomas K. MacVicar. Deputy Executive Director




Dr. Robert Abbey
April 30, 1993
Page Two

In addition to the above comments, the Miccosukee Tribe has stated that SWEP] will
conform to the more stringent environmental standards, federal, state or local.
Therefore, The District will continue to evaluate the drilling protocols and on-site
storm water containment systems to insure they meet District standards.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS. We look forward to
seeing our concerns addressed in the Final EIS.

Sincerely,

0%’3{ d@@?ﬁﬁ#h.o.

Assistant Executive Director
Water Resources Management

/\Tg_‘)

RC
STATEMENT OF uirl®
THE MICCOSUKEE TRIBE OF INDIANS OF FLORIDA
CONCERNING 7HE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PREPARED FOR THE

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND BURFAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
REGARDING THE SHELL WESTERN DRILLING PERMIT APPLICATION

April 14, 1995

The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida is pleased that the draft of the Environmental Impact
Stat t (EIS) regarding possible drilling on the Miccosukee Federal Reservation has been completed
and is now available for public We hope our South Florida neighbors will carefully review this
d t, and offer responsibl ¢ about it and the process by which it was produced.

The Mi kee Tribe's decision to d ine whether ite eservation has mineral potential has
beenLheuubjectofuomemwureotoppoaidonbymmbmoﬂhopuhlh One of the fears that has been
expressed concrrns whether such activity would harm the Evergiades ecosystem. The Tribe must
emphnd:ea@inluﬂrm!yulabﬂahedpollcymtanyuﬁvityeonduded on its Reservation may proceed
only in an envi tally sound The Tribe required that its lessee, Shell Western, design a plan
thatwmpﬁuﬁmywithauappweenﬁmmenhlhmmdngdaﬂommdhuemmg!d.l.ndzed.
demanded, that tha federal regulatory agenci f qud The EIS evaluates
the plans in detail and es them against the !2zal requl ts, and fudes that there will be no
significant adverse impacts. We hope everyoer: will read this ansltysis,

A fear was also expressed that Lhupmpaedpmjectmtﬁdendangumeux{derymmdaqtdfeﬂm
supplies drinking water to southeast Florida. The EIS reveals that this aquifer liea several miles to the
east of the drilling target, and, therefore, will not be impacted.

'I'heMlcnosukeeIndh.ns.umuebu.!fmtmnthan,wotbudﬁzmofﬂoﬂda,wmthe
Everglades. It has been our homeland for generationa. This exploratory w'el.l is in & cow pasture in a
frings area of the Everglades. Some areas of our Reservation have been victimized by the pollutants
lntmdwednorthot'us.mdwemacdvelyengagedheﬂ‘oﬂ-wswpthhmzm!mﬂonmdmmm
quality of our water resources. We are committed to this effort. And we can assure all of our neighbors
thauhhcommltme.ntextendscomﬁngmhhtbdnnydﬁﬂhgadﬁdumthetederalauthoru!uw

faderal 1

permit shall be carried out in strict and total compli wi q

The Miccosukee Tribe's Reservation is small - particularly when compared with the vast area of
Florida our ancestors occupied. Thus, we must make maximum use of the land base we have. Our
decision to look for mineral in not new to South Florida, Exploration for ofl has been going on
there for more than 40 years, and cil production goes on there today,

I!‘wehavemlnernlrmumwewnnttom!hemtohdplmpmaﬂxehedtb,hwdnxand
ducation of the Miccosukee peopl The Tribe has a legal right to do so. We are, however, keenly aware
ofourresponaibiﬂty!outntnﬂﬁmenlnaprudentmnnerthntwiﬂmthammpeople,ournei@bon'
or our homeland. .

FG-1
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United States Department of the Interior Jiiut mm—
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L ]
BUREAU OF MINES [
Intermountain Field Operations Center - -
P.0. Box 25088

Building 20, Denver Federal Center
Denver, Colorado 80225

March 24, 1993

Memorandum

To: Robert V. Abbey, District Manager, Bureau of Land
Management, 411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404, Jackson,
Mississippi 39206

From: Supervisory Physical Scientist, Intermountain Field
Operations Center

Subject: Review of Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Shell
Western E & P Inc. Miccosukea 3-1 Exploratory Well,
Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida“

As you requested, personnel of the Bureau of Mines reviewed the
subject document to determine whether mineral resources or
mineral-production facilities would be adversely impacted by the
proposed project. The draft EIS peftains to a proposal by Shell
Western E & P Inc. to drill a 17,730 foot, true depth,

* “hydrocarbon exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation

in Broward County, Florida.

The area is underlain by the Fort Thompson Formation, an
alternating series of fresh water.and marine marls and
limestones. One crushed limestone operation on the west side of
Miami is mining the Fort Thompson Formation in conjunction with
another limestone unit. In the vicinity of the Miccosukee Indian
Reservation the Fort Thompson Formationh as a maximum thickness
of about 20 feet and an average thickness of about 10 feet and
may have potential for use as secondary road base material.

A review of library and file data pertaining to southeastern
Florida indicates that the project, as proposed, would have no
impaét on known mineral resources or mineral-production
facilities. -

T o— 2

; |

owing to the nature of the project and the fact that we have no
record of mineral resources, other than the Fort Thompson

Formation, in the immediate project area, we believe the document
is adequate with regard to minerals. We have no objection to the
project as proposed or the document as presented.

Mark H. Hibpshman

dhw/cv
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Robert V. Abbey

District Manager °

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive. Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

REB: Draft EBnvironmental Impact Statement (BIS), S@ell Western
t E&P Inc., Miccosukee 3~1 Exploration Well, Miccosukee
Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida

Dear Mr. Abbey:

The Environmental Protection Agency Region IV (EPA) has reviewed
the referenced Draft EIS. This review was conducted in
accordance with EPA‘s responsibilities under Section 309 of the
Clean Air Act and Section 102 (2)(C) of NEPA. The Draft EIS
analyzes impacts of siting and drilling an exploratory well and
testing the potential hydrocarbon bearlng formations. at a site
located on Reservation land at the junction of I-75 and

Canal/Levee L-28. .

Include Production Well I?pacgs intthe Eis . are

We appreciate BLM’s position in not wanting to prep.

docuﬁgntation of impgcts from full oil field production at this
preliminary exploration stage of this project, and we acknowledge
the Appendix A-1 information pertaining to olil well'and field
development. We are encouraged by BLM’s stated commitment to
prepare additional NEPA documentation in the event that the
exploratory well data indicates full field production is -
warranted. Nonetheless, we believe the EIS document should place
before the public the entire spectrxum of potential impacts from
the project, including the drilling of oil production wells and
environmental impacts associated with full field production. An
applicant does not drill an exploratory well without reasonable
expectations of discovering recoverable petroleum resources, and
these expectations are supported by the presence of other
producing wells located nearby. Raccoon Point, a producing
wellfield comprising 17 wells and five pads, is located
approximately fifteen miles mile south Qf the proposed SWEPX
Miccosukee 3-1 well.

15
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Since the purpose of exploratory drilling is to identify probable
resources accessible only by tha installation of production
wells, exploratory drilling and installation of production wells
could ba viewad as connected actions, and therefore part of the
project’s scope which should be discussed in the same impact
statement. Certainly, oil exploration and oil production may be
considered as similar actions, which when viewed with other
reasonably foreseeable or proposed agency actions, have
similarities that provide a basis for evaluating their
environmental consequences together.

Road Construction

The preferred alternative (Alternative A) requires modifying an
existing berm system such that the load bearing capacity of the
berm is strengthened to support the weight and traffic of drill
rig equipment. Because this berm road will be only 15 feet wide,
additional areas (turnouts) need be built to allow passage of two
oncoming vehicles/equipment. The Draft EIS should contain more
specific details of the required road construction such as
estimates of volume of crushed rock aggregate needed to
strengthen the berm, and whether the deening of the berm is
expected to encroach into any wetland or upland hammock areas.

Turnout Construction

We estimate that 2.9 - 4.4 acres will be filled to.construct 7 -
11 turnouts (each turnout has a footprint of about 0.4 acres).

We propose that Table 2~1 be modified to reflect this acreage.
Turnouts should be located so as to avoid hammocks, tree islands,
willow heads and marsh areas. [ :

Alternative B Impacts .

The preferred Alternative would require an easement for access to
the L-28 Canal and Levee system %rom South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD). In the event that SFWMD is unable
to provide the applicant an easement to their levee system, or if
using the Levee as a roadbed is determined to be technically
unfeasible, an alternative access route would be needed. Because
Alternative B - a route from the Snake Road Amoco Station east to
the well site - would avoid the levee system, we enhcourage the
applicant to provide more specific details of the road
.construction, impacts on 404 jurisdictional wetlands, and
proposed mitigation for wetland impacts for Alternative B.

Cultural Resources

The Archaeological Review Assessment (Appendix 4-A) reported no
cultural resources at the drill site but did not specifically
address the hammock/tree island areas located west of L-28 which
may be impacted by the berm widening for roadway use.
Hammock/tree islands are the most likely location for cultural
resources to be found. The number of cultural resources known to
be within a mile of the site suggests the region was at one time
actively used by native Americans., Whila we agree with the
archaeological consultant’s general recommendation that tree -
islands should be avoided, we were unsble to find concrete

FG-6

statements that anyone has actually examined those tree islands
to determine their cultural resource potential.

Disposal Of Cuttings

The drilling operation would generate a maximum of approximately
2,000 cubic yards of drill solids or cuttings. The document
should identify the specific parameters to be measured for
toxicity testing, how often samples will be taken, and what
criteria will be applied to determine if the cuttings are to be
disposed on the reservation or in a landfill. Some acceptability
thresholds for heavy metals, oil and grease, chlorides and
radioactivity should also be identified. In addition, if upland
sites on the reservation are to be used for disposal, the
location of those sites should be identified, and the suitability
and design of the disposal areas should be determined. If
disposal in a landfill is indicated, the location of the nearest
landfill that is permitted to receive drill cuttings should be
identified.

Diesel Fuel Spill and Ground Water
We are concerned that potential ground-water contamination from
the diesel fuel tank spill (page 3-31) will be pulled south by
the water wells to the drill site, The cones of depression

- created by water well pumping could draw hydrocarbon
contamination into the exploratory well, Two water supply wells
are to be drilled south and on either side of the surface hole
location. These wells will be cased to approximately 60 feet,

' and open hole (uncased) to about 120 feet. The Draft EIS notes
the existence of a diesel fuel spill from two 15,000-gallon
aboveground storage tanks situated at SFWMD S~-140 pump station
which is located about 1225 feet northeast of the surface hole
location. While the contaminated soil has been removed, the
Draft EIS indicated that the horizontal and vertical delineation
of the soil and groundwater contamination has not been
determined.- If tha exploratory well is not cased during the
initial drilling, the exploratory well might act as a conduit for

- . contaminant migration into these water wells. Because of the
uncertainty of diesel fuel migration into the aguifer, the
applicant should add to the laboratory analyses thd total
petroleum hydrocarbon parameters in the downgradient and
upgradient monitoring wells.

Disposal of Drilling Liquids

The applicant plans to dispose of excess drilling fluid and
stormwater into the "boulder zone" at a depth of about 2900 feet
{Page 4~34, Fluids Disposal). EPA is aware that it is common
industry practice to inject drilling waste fluids into
exploration and production wells after completion of drilling
operations on these wells. Although EPA does not issue
Underground Injection Control (IUC) permits for these wells, it
has been the position of EPA Regqion 4 to allow the option of
reinjecting wastes provided that underground injection does not ._
endanger any underground source of drinking water. EPA therefore
requests that the applicant’s underground waste injection plans

l10
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70
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be submitted to this Agency to ensure that this activity will hot
endanger any underground source of drinking water.

Our Ground-water Protection Control Section would like to monitor
disposal activities after the Final EIS is prepared and the
project commences. During disposal activities, we request that
the applicant provides an activity summary of the disposal
operations together with supporting documentation which should
include well logs for the shallow portion of the hole, geologic
formation tops for the well, if available, well log calculations
of the shallow hole to the lowermost source of drinking water,
chart recorder of pressure tests documenting cement shoe casing
protection of the lowermost undsrground source of drinking water,
pump pressure logs of disposal activities to document that test
pressures do not exceed the 20-inch casing cement shoe, copies of
daily reports for disposal activity, chart recorder of pump
pressures for disposal activity, copy of the well log and
completion report affidavit, and ~ copy of the plugging
affidavit, if appropriate.

Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan

The drilling operation offers the potential for spills to the
adjacent surface water system. The Spill Prevention Controcl, and
Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan is scmewhat general in nature because
it does not address site specific remedial or containment
activities. We would expect to see a plan specific to this site
in the final EIS. Also, we would expect to see notification of
all spill events extended to include 3FWMD.

We rate the environmental impact of this action as EC-2,
(Environmental Concerns) becausa “he Draft EIS does not contain
sufficient information to fully assess environmental impacts of
exploratory drilling. In order to fully protect the environment,
certalp environmental impacts must be avoided, and to determine
these impacts, we requixs the additional information noted above.
We appreciate the opportunity to review this proposed action;
should any further clarxification be required, we will be glad to
meet with you at your request to discuss these issues. Please
call me or John Hamilton at (404) 347-3776 if additional
information is needed.

Sincerely,

Lo Whaallag

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
Environmental Policy Section

C€C: D. Henningsen, Florida Department of Office and Budget
L. Griffin, Florida Department of Environmental Planning
J. Dempsey, South Florida WMD
B. Cypress, Tribal Chairman, Miccosukee Indian Tribe
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Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

RE: Draft Environmental Imp&ct Statement (EXS), Shell Western E&P
Inc., Miccosukee 3~1 Exploration Well, Miccosukee Indian
. Reservation, Broward County, Florida

Dear Mr. Abbey:

As a follow-up to our June 7, 1993 comment letter on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement on proposed Miccosukee 3-1 Exploration
Well, we are providing you with additional information as.to EPA‘s
authority under Section 1424 (e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

This Agency’s Sole Source Aquifer Program is authorized by Section
1424 (e) of the Safe Drinking Water 'Act. The Act provides EPA with
the authority to designate aquifers as “sole souxce agquifers“. Once
so designated, the Agency is then authorized to review projects that
receive Federal financial assistance to determine if the project
would contaminate the aquifer so as to create a significant hazard to
public health. Pursuant to the Act, no commitment of Federal
financial assistance may be entered into for any project that wounld
contaminate a sole source aquifer that would create a significant

hazard to public health.

Based on the available information, the subject proposal does not
involve Federal financial assistance and would, therefore, not be
subject to the provisions of the Sole Source Aquifer Program. Hence,
.the Agency would not pursue this project through the authority of
1424 (e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act. :

Please contact me or John Hamilton at 404/347-3776 if you would like
to discuss our comments.

Sincerely ,M ‘LM’(

Heinz J; Muéliei,‘chief'
Lo . . Environmental -Policy Section:
e . .. Federal Activities Branch

United States Department of the Interior i
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY —
- [

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION
9100 NLW., 36th STREET
MIAML FLORIDA 33178

May 19, 1993

Mr. Robert V. Abbey

Digtrict Manager

Bureau of Land Management

411 Brianwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

I have reviewed and made comments concerning the final DEIS for the Shell
Western E&P, Inc., Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well prior to release to the
public for the hearing. I have no post hearing comments to this document
at this time. However, I do have a suggestion for future public hearings.

While the Executive Summary is very informative, confusion by the public
as to the hydrology of the Biscayne aquifer was prevalent. 1 suggest
including to the summary, a list of .appendices presented in the final DEIS.
Also, I suggest including lists of references for each applicable appendix.
‘This would enable concermed citizens to access particular documents or
information prior to the hearing. One specific appendix (A-~6 “Bydrology
Report") could have clarified the above confusfion.

If you have any questions, comments, or if I can be of any further
agsistance, please call me at (305) 526-289S.

Sincerely,

Cdurend § Hoogaltie

Edward J. Koszalka, Chief
Investigative Studies Section

EJR:dr
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Mr. Robert V. Abbey

District Manager

Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

Dear Mr. Abbey:

We have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
on the Shell Western Exploration and Production, Incorporated,
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well (DEC-93/0007) prepared by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA), and submit the following comments..

General Comments
,

The Miccosukee No. 3-1 exploratory oil and gas well proposed by
Shell Western Exploration and Production, Inc. (SWEPI) is to be
located approximately four miles east of Big Cypress National
Preserve (BICY) and 25 miles north of Everglades National Park
(EVER) . The proposed well location is on the Miccosukee Indian
Reservation which borders the northeast boundary of BICY.

SWEPI proposes to use directional drilling techniques to drill
the Miccosukee No. 3-1 well. The surface location for the
subject well is adjacent to Florida Water Conservation Area 3A
(WCA 3A) in an area developed by Interstate 75, pasturelands,
canals and levees. However, the bottomhole target lies beneath
WCA 3A. EVER is immediately south of WCA 3A.

Public concern for protecting the integrity of the Everglades
ecosystem watershed has driven this environmental analysis
process and the scope of the proposed action for the Miccosukee
No. 3-1 well. According to the DEIS the BLM and BIA have
prepared a more detailed environmental impact statement in place
of an environmental assessment to "demonstrate the agencys’
recognition of the public concerns and to assure that the
potential environmental impacts of the proposal would be
thoroughly addressed.”

The DEIS appears deficient because it does not address the
environmental impacts to the Everglades ecosystem from operations

15

15

82

that would follow a hydrocarbon discovery.
broposed action and environmental 1mpactyana§;:igggg ii?;ts the
exploratory drilling and testing operations. “The DEIS downplays
the chances of discovering hydrocarbon reserves by compiling “dr
hole" statistics for southern Florida and deliberately avoids Y
::;g:::gg enviignm:ntzﬁ impacts of production from this

on we urther expl
Sxplo developmené. ploratory drilling, and oil and gas

The DEIS states the chance of discovering o

historical drilling in the area, is seveg piicg:tq?zﬁeb::eg4on
wells drilled become producers). We concur that "wildcat®
exploratory drilling is highly speculative. However, technical
information available only to SWEPI for this specitic prospect
::geissrease the chances of discovering a viable hydrocarbon

It is certainly logical to assume that SWEPI will
r
pernmission to produce the subject exploratory well :ggegﬁrsue

of a hydrocarbon reserve. Therefore the DEIS sh
. ould eval
the environmental impacts associated'with a successful disggszry
well. We suggest that the DEXS assess such impacts based on a
:3asonab1{lforgseeab1§ development scenario defined by the
erage oil and gas field si
average oil an g ze existing on the Sunniland Trend in

Field development would entail more access roads

drillin
operations, pipelines, processing equipment, traétic, etc? Such
davelopment, depending on location, may pose a pronounced threat
to resources and values of EVER and BICY. Potential impact
issues include protection of hydrolegy, water quality, endangered
species populations (e.g., Florida panther), vegetation
wildlife, air quality, and noise. !

Technical Comments

The DEIS shows that SWEPI proposes to use some of

environmentally sound technologies available to drggi :gstsubject
exploratory well. These technologies include closed mud systens

partially lined pads, and on-site disposal of non-hazardous wasté
fluids via annular injection into the "houlder zone."

Directional drilling of the Miccosukee No. 3~1 exploratory well

" from the proposed surface location including prescribed

environmental protection techniques will likely mitiqat

and indirect impacts to EVER, BICY and WCA 3A.y The g:o;ogigGCt
Zc:ion in the ?EIStaddresiesimost issues typically raised
oncerning exploratory drilling operations. H

following few concerns remain:g i euever, the

1, The proposed action.addresses the drilling of water well

the oil well drilling pad. However, the DEIg does not dzaczsgn
plugging and abandonment methods -for the water wells., Section
2.2.1.5, Abandonment and Reclamation, should describe proposed
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methods to accomplish water well plugging and abandonment.

2. Pigure 2-5 defines areas on the drilling pad that will be
lined and bermed to prevent surface and subsurface contamination.
This includes the area for the drill rig and temporary storage
for drill cuttings. We suggest expanding the lined and bermed
area on the pad for well testing, fracing, or acidizing
operations because more equipment having leak potential will be
on the location. Additional lined and bermed area on the
drilling pad will afford more secure space for well testing or
treating equipment and associated storage tanks.

In summary, drilling and testing of the proposed Miccosukee Well
3-1 well as proposed in the DEIS will not likely affect the
environments of either BICY or EVER. Conversely, major drilling
and field development programs that could follow a hydrocarbon
discovery in the area may cause adverse environmental impacts to
BICY and EVER. The DEIS remains deficient in describing
potential oil field development and assessing associated
environmental impacts to the Everglades ecosystem.

Please contact Bruce Rodgers at 404 331-4916 if you have any
. questions about these comments.

Sincerely,

’
Vo
%ﬂames W. C an, Jr.
Regional Ditrector

Southeast Region

e TS @
EARTH DAY ’91 RESOLUTION
Opposu:ig Oil Drilling in the Everglades

« WHEREAS the Everglades are considered to be Florida's greatest nalural resource and provide
habitat for many endangered specles of flora and fauna; . ) ..
« WHEREAS the évorgladea wetlands recharge the Aquifer which is the sole source of South !
Florida's potable water supply; by ! - “ 1
« WHEREAS Shel! Oll Is requesting a permit to drill for oll In the Everglades which may destroy this
valuable resource; Co . .
,:T HEREFORE, we the undersigned oppose Sheli Oli's permit request to drill in the Evorglades.
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" WHAT'S GOING ON°
HERE?
April 19, 1993
Mr. Robert Abbey e !
Jackson District Office TR 1HE L :
U. S. Bureau of Land Management "'- ne i
411 Briarwood Drive ‘\_ h’;‘,l e 1 91998
Suite 404 v _—
Jackson, MS 39206 i “-‘t“‘]:‘ ] WEL "
Dear Mr. Abbey:

It is Land Management's responsibility to protect those areas which are critical to the
environment which impacts mankind. You, as our charge over these important issues, are to
be made responsible and accountable for the decisions that we ourselves would have made.
I'm relying on you to make the most mindful and heartfelt decision that's needed in
regard to Shell Oil Company drilling in Florida Everglades. It's a fact that the fresh water in

- Florida (especially in the southern region) is in big trouble. The Florida Bay is dying as is
the wild life there, the warnings given fishermen about eating any fish is saddening,
whales/porpoise/turtles/manatees are beaching themselves because they are dying with
diseases related to pollution of Florida waters. We have already cut canals and redirected
waterways in our quest to better the system. It's evident to all of us that we have not
accomplished those goals. LET'S STOP - RETHINK OUR END RESULTS FIVE (5),
TEN (10) OR TWENTY (20) YEARS DOWN THE ROAD. If we fail to do this, thera
will be NO road or anyone to enjoy this magnificent planet.

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS REQUEST OF A CITIZEN 0'S

VERY ;@NCERNED ABOUT THIS EARTH! 71722, ﬁgg\
hals ¢ . efal,

incerel nda ; )

Sincerely, V'V L. /ﬁﬂﬂ: 4,/4 A "77a/1/)w/ A M’ !

7

q" - - aorevrs o (Bl
_— TELL SHELL OIL T&/STAY OUT OF THE VERGLADES! =

The Shell Oil Company intends 1o drill for o i
' il for oil on Miccosukee land just outside the Bj {i
| :ar:‘:é:nrvi, 'ngl‘;l ll}\‘:aemz:‘lgé ‘c’g?':f;v?or: ‘jlvreal é#.‘é ThehEverglades isa “Wetland of nﬁéﬁ%ﬁ.yfr:gﬁgsgf !
! A nd a "World Biosphere Preserve” labeled by the Ui i y
© €cosyslem supports more diversity of life than ari i foregion in the Norh e ons: Fhe
y . : y other single bioregion in the N i dnti
nent, yel, the Everglades is among the most sensilive and cndangereg ecosys(ems?:;l }l‘h';nv‘g;lcj nT%Qna“r-ea

t for the l)loposﬂd drilling sile is prime llabllﬂl for one of lhe most endan: ered species in lhe worl §1
I g O d: .u [

Join Earth First! in a nationwide boycott of Shell service stations and sign the petition below if you

want Shell Oil to know of your o iti i
e Everglades. y pposition to this outrageous and arrogant plan to profit at the expense
i
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Petition to Protect the Everglades from Oil Exploitation

BUREAU OF Tanip
JACKSON DISIR%‘IN&%?IEM

as we know it, would'cease to exist. For.our; §t ounchx%ﬂr rge
President Clinton to intervene now in this: cnsxgj‘“Ca % on allthe resft%ﬁg‘e%é"t his
disposal, to finally solve the problems thathaye pﬁg ed:us’ forfxf;y

stop Shell from doing its business'in our: water:; il T

Name: : Address: ha Phone;

forrie Cz 7Y e Ave Oclando 3280
o Eu;—@focf S50A (Enarar LuE //Q/TJ.A/UA 3.7737

yrv /s J&wa’j—x b

P ¥ T
Twr\ _\7010& V\v\t«x)\lac%k A\m Gi%ﬁn %3)‘;(31

/4»,1«_ L/m/ek/u[/ J&?jt;:e_ D;/ pacoa K?Jc&r/iquL
ﬁq;n% /Vﬂe ! /373 &ﬂkrliun{ RC{ Wm’%r Ayk’. Ft 32 75’7

Please retu;n' filled petitions to: Friends of the Everglades,
101 Westward Drive, #2, Miam} Springs FL 33166; Phone 305-888-1230

g0

GREENPEACE

Wﬁ. the undersigned, call upon The Bureau of Land Management and The Bureau of
Indian Affairs, to halt the proposed drilling by SHELL OIL COMPANY, INC, in the
FLORIDA EVERGLADES. In spite of the Environmental Impact Study (EIC), paid for by
SHELL, which states that the proposed dilling would be “safe®, the EVERGLADES are
an already over stressed ecosystem and cannot withstand the additional consequences
of disruption and contamination from drilling. ’

\é\(IEEgeGT:B% ;hal you deny SHELL Ol CO, INC. pesmission 1o further destroy the ,'.".."‘- ’

PLEASE PRINT
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GREENPEACE 4141 N ANDREWS AVE. SUITE 203, FT LAUDERDALE FL 33309
PHONE (305) 563-3321

SAVE THE EVERGLADES
STOP SHELL OlL!

T0: Mr. S8id Vogelpohl
Bureau of Land Hanagement
.FR: Concerned cltizens of Florida

Hr. Vogelpohl -

We demand that you deny Shell 0il Company permiaslon to
exploit oux one and only Everglades. This unique ecosysten is
already threatened by mercury, dioxin, and pesticides. We dare
not add oil exploration to that list.

Further, we are outraged that such a potentially damaging
project could be undertaken without an Environmental Impact
Statement. We implore you to immediately call fox a £full EIls.

There is only one Everglades, but there are many ways to
meet our nation's future enexgy needs. Enexgy efficiency and
clean, renewable sources of energy must form the cornerstone of
the United States enezgy strategy. Please stop the needless
destruction of Florlda‘s River of Grass.
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Robert V. Abbry

United States of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive,Suite 404
Jackson,Mississippi 39206

Dear Sir, g )
Subject: Draft Enviromental Impact Statement Shell Western Wy
Jerw .

E & P Ins.
Exploratory Well - Miccosukee fndian Reservation, Broward

County, Florida

The Scope of Analysis is very vell written but there were
tvo concerné maybe should be considered.

The No Action is varranted for the reasons listed.

Where and If Temporary abapdment is warranted there should P
be a definite length of time set for the Shell 0il Co. ’

to abandon the area. Tempofaty abandonment might not be
strong enough words. When the embargo on oil was put on
South Africa - every oil Co. but Sheil 0il Co. pulled out
but Shell 0il Co. - they stayed and fueled -thermilitary
who were sending their tanks to kill the youth of that
Country. It seems that where human rights are concerned
Shell 0il Co is not very concerened. Another thought is

that we Floridians love our sunsets without oil rigs to

va,, #Mkafc gum«

Gp 79 Manid.on YEHns
M&/b& "iémw FL. 330&//
W A

H._ 2. /*M~

appear on the horizon.

&y




P-8

Richard A. Johnson, M.D., P.A., F.A.CS.

Broward General Medical Building
1625 S.E. 3rd Ave, Suite 721

Fort Lauderdate, Florida 33316
Telephone (305) 523-7920

Fax (305) 5236723

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management
411 Briarwood Drive

Suite 404

Jackson, Mississippi 39206

To Whom It May Concern:

As concerned residents of Broward County, we are writing
to show our rejection of Shell 0il Company's application
for oil drilling in the Everglades. The Everglades are

a precious natural resource and we feel .that any type of
0il drilling is irresponsible and preposterous! Not only
is our water supplied by the aquifer which could be con-
taminated but any o0il spill accident will have devastating
effect of the wildlife that inhabit the Everglades.

Please do not allow this to happeh by denying Shell's
utilization of Florida's Everglades for oil exploration,
Many of us are Shell credit card holders and are willing
to boycott in protest of their actions.

N JiLL ForsesRs
Address 1726 N NCORIA FE BD FT LAWY, FL 33305

Name Sty en Frcesprds
Address roz.0 S, 0047 rarr. FL w% >33/4 ~

Name (746 shuwsg X Ammfcn,
AddreSSé:‘,S-- o) B
Na;ne? mu\.\ep VV\'-OKS:I“N. _ .
Address <z O VoSt Acw bk F i 23319

Name  2.iccwed. faodos - " s
Address ((,4')‘,7\5— rfeeuy e 1, Hgrak )ﬁ/’ MY

. = P
Name LM\Z;%T:{%M j«&t 233/

Address /30N

Lok tkS F [ 3331%

Aedress QoA P s
Name .
Address §9.37 50 ﬁi,_ ."/;ﬂoyziwﬂ/c_/zﬁ’iﬁ’&/

Name M@W
AdAwace 1. ... >n AU

,Arxdthemﬂpritinthatmsaﬁ{ii{ggtmﬂcer. And you
S

1
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[s*
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April 20, 1993

Jackson District Office
Bureau of Land Management

411 Briarwood Drive,. suite 404
Jackson, Miss 39206

Gentlemen:

Please do not approve drilling for oil in the Everglades. We are ruming out

of pristine habitats--we need them to survive in this world. You should know

that. Man exists only with the ocean, plants and animals in balance.

Keep the airports out of there also. Florida is wnique. Keep it that way,
Besides, if the oil companies had any guts, they should all be cooperating

to change over gasoline and other oil products to envirommentally safe
products. Greed, greed, greedl!l Technology exdsts but no one in a position
of responsibility will grab the lead to negate the need for oil drilling.

I have a Shell credit card of which I am proud and have used many, many years,
I will cut it up and send it back to the company if they drill in unique,

envirormentally areas in Florida., I love Florida. I can drive a car with
a different type of propellant if they will just make it available.

Remenber that uni expanse known as Alaska, with its pristine wildemess.
e tnow how tragic that

Exxon Valdees spill was and st . I did not accept an offer recently
from BExxon for a credit card.

Sincerely yours,

fill, W Hrcd_

Helen M. Roeder
830 NE 14 Place
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
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SENT BY:kinko's Hollywood, FL : 5-18-83 i 9:05PM :KINKO'S-HOLLYWOOD, FL~ 601 8775440:2 2

810 N. 70 Avenue
Hollywood, FL 33024
Moy 17, 1993

Jackson Distrioct Office
Bureau of Lands Management

111 Briarwood Drive, Suite Lol
Jackson, ¥ 30206

Attention Robert Abbey
Doar Mr, Abbeyt

The propogsed oil drilling in the Everglades 1s an outrageous defiance of
logic and reason,

The evidence sgeinst the propossl ie so overwholming as to be obvious svan
to & child, To jeopardize our precious water supply would be suicidal.
The habitat destruction that will occur is intolorable, And your statement
that thare may be some wealmess in the plan is specious--there shouldn't
even be a plan to explore for oil in ths River of Orass. The Everglades
is alveady endangered. When an environmsntal impact stetement prepered
for Sheil concludes the the exploratory well would "have only minor
environmental impact," I am reminded of the times wien I have been in a
medical office and have been advised "This muy hurt a little." After
the firgt time I learned how to interpret that, and I do not believe

’ the onvironmental impact statement either. Anyons with any sense knows
diffurontly, no matter how meny peid officials swear to a fiction,

How can you do this to us and our Bverglades?

Sincerely,

ogvlﬂ“a Q . % ‘ealk\

te R. Seely

Tha persona e namg, addresses, and signatures follow join me in this protest:
Lo TN s ™ Hli
Myrna Farbiesh, 6737 Rose Driv Ruth Hill, 2033 Jefferson Street
Mirsmar, FL 33023 Hollywood, FL 33017
®
Batty noy, 30_;Z N. Ocean Blwd,

o0 ,§tnphen oano, 10251 Cyfress Court
Pomproke Pinas, FL 33026 Apt. 3, Ft. Lauderdals, FL 33308

Ve
Lorrains Oook, 21121 S.W, 85 Ave., Linda Hoag, 321 S5.¥.°83 Ave,
No, 205, Miami, FL 33189 Ft. Isuderdale, FL 33068

Wuk, 3410 Foxcroft Road mré, !a21| -'5{.". 105 Ave.
o tfbmar, R 33028 2 0

Davie, FL 33328
Elele Xolesar, 208l S.W. 45 Manor
Ft. Lauderdsle, ¥I 33315






