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PUBUC AND AGENCY COMMENTS DOCUMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

This supplemental document to the Shell Western E & P Inc., Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Final 

Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) presents comments from the public, private businesses, and 
government agencies that are related to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). 

The DEIS was filed with the Environmental Protection Agency during the week of March 8, 1993. A 
"Notice of Availability" was published in the Federal Register on March 17, 1993. Based on this notice, 
the public was invited to comment on the DEIS until May 18, 1993. Subsequently, the public comment 
period was extended to August 18, 1993. Notice of the extension to the comment period was published 
in the Federal Register on June 17, 1993. 

In addition to the Notice of Availability, a variety of methods were used to inform interested parties of 
the DEIS. These methods included: press releases and n~wspaper legal notices; a mailed notice to those 
on the interested parties list which was compiled during the DEIS scoping process; a BLM/BIA press 
meeting held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on April 13, 1993; an open house and public hearing held in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on April 14, 1993; distribution of the DEIS to federal agencies and the State 
of Florida Clearinghouse administered by the Governor's Office; distribution of reading copies of the 
DEIS to the Broward County, Leon County and Palm Beach 1GCJu!}cy public libraries, and the State 
Library in Tallahassee, Florida; and distribution of reading copies to the BLM Office of Public Affairs, 
Washington, D.C., BLM, Jackson District office and BIA, Arlington, Virginia office. Approximately 
275 copies of the DEIS and 450 copies of a DEIS Summary Document were distributed to organizations, 
government agencies and individuals. 

On April 14, 1993, a public hearing was held at the Greater Fort Lauderdale - Broward County 

Convention Center, 1950 Eisenhower Boulevard, Fort Lau~erdale, Florida. The hearing was attended 
by approximately 350 people. Oral comments were presented by 51 people and recorded by a transcript 
service. 

By August 18, 1993, 425 comment letters were received by the Bureau of Land Management. The 
hearing transcripts and letters were reviewed, analyzed and considered in preparing the FEIS. All letters 
of comment to the DEIS and a complete transcript of the April 14, 1993 public hearing are contained in 
this document. 



DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION 

Pages PH-1 through PH-39 contain the transcripts of the public hearing that was held on April 14, 1993. 

An index of letters with assigned identification numbers precedes the public and agency letters. The 
comment letters are coded: I - individual; B - business; 0 - organization; LG - local government; SG -
state government; FG - federal government; P - petition. The numbers are repeated at the top of each 
letter page and petition page. 

On the hearing transcript pages, substantive comments are highlighted. On the letter pages, substantive 
comments are identified by a bar in the margin. Comment numbers ranging from 1 to 95 have been 
placed beside each comment. 

The letter, petition or hearing page number, followed by the comment number is a code used to identify 
the source and issue. The codes appear in the response to comments. The response to comments is not 
presented in this document. The response to comments can be found in Section 5.1.4 of the FEIS. A 
summary of comments and a listing of comm.enters precedes the hearing transcript and comment letters 
in this supplemental document. 
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS 

The substantive comments can be categorized as: 1) inaccuracies and discrepancies; 2) adequacy of the 
analysis; 3) identification of new impacts, alternatives, or mitigation measures; or 4) disagreements with 
significance determinations. 

Analysis of the substantive comments indicated that similar comments could be grouped and assigned an 
issue number. Ninety-five issues were identified. These issues pertain to one of 21 major topics. The 
21 major topics are pre$ented in alphabetical order. Each issue under each major topic is identified by 
issue number and a brief statement of the nature of the comment(s), followed by the comment 
identification code(s). The actual text of the comment is provided. For those cases were more than one 
comment was made on the same issue, one comment is quoted that was determined to best represent the 
issue. The agencies response to each issue is in Section S.1.4. of the FEIS. 

A summary of the major topics (listed alphabetically in bold print), corresponding issue(s) and 
comment(s) follows: 

Access 

DEIS does not contain details concerning road construction on berm. 
Disagree with acreage of road turnouts. 

Issue 1 
Issue 2 
Issue 3 
Issue 4 
Issue S 

.. ~ecommends more details of Alternative B access road, impact to wetlands. - ,. .. " ....... -·r , .. ·. .. 

Highway Department agrees with access from I-75 via Snake Road Interchange. 
Questions reasons for FHW A opposition to Alternative C. 

Affected Environment 

Issue 6 

Air Quality 

Issue 7 

Alternatives 

Issue 8 
Issue 9 

DEIS needs to be expanded to include historical Everglades. 

DEIS fails to properly evaluate gas flaring procedures, other contaminants and air pollution 
monitoring. 

Improper restriction of No Action Alternative. 
DEIS fails to adequately consider alternatives. 
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Archaeological Resources 

Issue 10 
Issue 11 

Issue 12 

Concerns the cultural resource potential of the tree islands. 

DEIS adequately addresses state's concerns for archaeological preservation. 
Nearby archaeological site should be avoided. 

Cumulative Impacts 

Issue 13 
Issue 14 

DEIS fails to evaluate cumulative impacts upon the Everglade ecosystem. 
Concerns cumulative impacts, impacts on state land use programs and 
restoration plans. 

Everglades 

Full Field Development 

Issue 15 

Issue 16 
Issue 17 

Issue 18 
Issue 19 
Issue 20 

Issue 21 

Issue 22 

Issue 23 

DEIS fails to consider effects of oil development in area. Contrary to Conner v. Burford. 
DEIS does not analyze worst case oil spill. 

Requests that agency retain authority to restrict further development based on Sierra Club 
v. Peterson. 

Concerns further drilling and production in Water Conservation Area. 

Questions what basis production and field development are not reasonably foreseeable. 
DEIS should specify level of analysis for production and/or field development. 
DEIS fails to include analysis of oil transport. 

DEIS does not consider gain against risk of oil and gas development. 
Concerns that drilling would set a legal precedent. 

Hurricane Contingency Plan 

Issue 24 

Hydrology 

Issue 25 
Issue 26 
Issue 27 
Issue 28 

Issue 29 
Issue 30 
Issue 31 

Questions adequacy of hurricane contingency plan. 

DEIS fail to include analysis of Everglades Restoration Plan. 
Data concerning location of Biscayne aquifer is not accurate. 
Requests "Sole Source Review". 

DEIS does not adequately address wetlands and floodplains under Executive Orders· 11990 
and 11988. 

Concern that the gray limestone aquifer is hydraulically connected to the Biscayne aquifer. 
Concerns pertaining to direction of drainage from proposed well site. 

Concerns relative to proximity and effects on Biscayne aquifer and Water Conservation 
Area. DEIS is not based on scientific field studies. 
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Issue 32 

Issue 33 

Issue 34 

Issue 35 

Issue 36 

Issue 37 

Issue 38 

Issue 39 

Issue 40 

Issue 41 

Issue 42 

Jurisdiction 

Issue 43 

Issue 44 

Issue 45 

Issue 46 

Issue 47 

Issue 48 

Issue 49 

Issue 50 

Issue 51 

Land Use 

Issue 52 

DEIS fails to consider applicability of UIC rules to disposal of drilling fluids. 
DEIS does not analyze long term migration of contaminants or monitoring of potential 
contaminants. 
Inadequate evaluation of effects on Floridan and gray limestone aquifer. 
Questions adequacy of 4-foot high containment berm. 
DEIS fails to analyze spills into canals. 
Concerns the lateral migration of ~ntaminated groundwater. 
DEIS fails to consider contamination of groundwater due to drilling pressure. 
Questions how injected produced water would be prevented from spreading in substrates. 
Questions how public would be provided fresh water in case of disaster. 
Questions whether Appendix A-6 was included as scientific support for the BLM position. 
Concerns that short term use could threaten the Biscayne aquifer. 

Concerns about the public interest in the proposal. 
DEIS does not contain a Coastal Zone Management Act consistency determination. 
Claims that the.DEIS conflicts with state plans. DEIS should address impact to drinking 
water and social and economic impacts. 
States that the South Florida Water Management District Governing Board passed 
resolution opposing proposal. 

Claims that the state has civil regulatory jurisdiction over the on-reservation drilling 
activity. 

Concern about right-of-way on levee, berms and canal. 
Proposal has no significant impact on state transportation system and partially satisfies 
Coastal Zone Management consistency requirements. 
Proposal generally agrees with state's oil and gas development regulations. 
Claims that the water conservation area is state land and not Miccosukee's. 

DEIS fails to include discussion of the Florida E;ecutive Order banning development in 
Water Conservation Areas. 

Monitoring and Enforcement 

Issue 53 

Issue 54 

Issue 55 
Issue 56 

Recommends adding laboratory analysis of petroleum hydrocarbon to monitoring wells. 
Requests that EPA review plans and monitor disposal of waste by injection. 
Questions adequacy of SPCC plan. 

DEIS does not evaluate financial commitments in case of spill. 
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Issue 57 
Issue 58 

Suggests resistivity and porosity logs be run on open hole conditions before setting casing. 
Questions monitoring of truck speeds, emissions and noise. 

NEPA Process 

Issue 59 
Issue 60 
Issue 61 
Issue 62 
Issue 63 

Noise 

Issue 64 
Issue 65 

Requests that decision on proposal be made by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Questions if DEIS provides Federal accountability. 
Questions why EPA was not a Cooperating Agency. 
DEIS does not include a disclosure statement. 

DEIS does not meet NEPA goals of enhancing "quality of the human environment." 

DEIS does not adequately analyze effect of noise on wildlife. 
DEIS fails to address effect of noise during wading bird breeding periods. 

Socioeconomics 

Issue 66 
Issue 67 
Issue 68 

Spills 

Issue 69 

Issue 70 

Issue 71 
Issue 72 

Vegetation 

Issue 73 
Issue 74 

DEIS fails to address impacts to tourism. 
DEIS fails to address impacts to communities. 

Project is consistent with Department policies to promote economic development in 
economically distressed areas. 

Concerns relative to on-site impacts due to leaks before and after exploratory well 
abandonment. 

Concern that groundwater would be contaminated from previous diesel fuel spill and that 
water wells would pull fuel into exploratory well. 
Recommends expansion of lined area. 
DEIS fails to show probability of spills and spill record. 

Vegetation report not accurate of true character of area. 
DEIS does not consider vegetation adjacent to Snake Road. 

Visual Resources 

Issue 75 DEIS fails to recognize impacts on visual quality and effects on people and wildlife. 
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Waste Management 

Issue 76 
Issue 77 
Issue 78 
Issue 79 
Issue 80 
Issue 81 

DEIS does not adequately analyze containment, testing, and disposal of wastes. 
Concerns radioactive levels in water and effects on humans and wildlife. 
Questions applicability of offshore surface water discharge standards 
Inconsistent specifications for plastic liner. 
Concerns movement of drill cuttings. 
Insufficient discussion of composition, transport, and storage of drilling fluid components. 

Well Abandonment 

Issue 82 
Issue 83 
Issue 84 

Abandonment of water wells. 
Impacts of well and haul road abandonment. 
Time limit on exploratory well abandonment. 

Wildlife Resources 

Issue 85 
Issue 86 
Issue 87 
Issue 88 
Issue 89 
Issue 90 
Issue 91 
Issue 92 
Issue 93 

Issue 94 
Issue 95 

Inadequate data on Florida panther telemetry. 
DEIS does not evaluate effects of spills on wildlife and habitat. 
Inadequate analysis of effects on Florida panther. 
Recommends formal Section 7 Consultation and range of Florida panther. 
Recommends non-consumptive land use on Reservation because of panther range. 
DEIS fails to consider ecological significance of ecotone. 
Appendix A-9 fails to address adverse effects on wildlife. 
DEIS fails to address impacts of man-made or natural catastrophes on wildlife. 
Concerns critical habitat designation for Florida panther. DEIS fails to consider cumulative 

impacts on panther. 
DEIS fails to disclose actual panther activity. 
DEIS fails to show importance of area for dispersal of sub-adult panthers. 
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NAMES OF COMMENTERS 

An alphanumeric code was developed to identify the individuals and organizations who submitted written 

comments or provided oral comments at the public hearing. The assigned code identifies the page of the Public 

and Agency Document where each substantive comment can be found. This code further identifies the 

individual(s) or organization(s) offering the specific comments on the issues covered in Section 5.1.4 of the 

FEIS. A listing of the alphanumeric code and corresponding individual(s), businesses, organization(s), and 

agencies that provided comments are provided below: 

INDIVIDUAL 

Individual alphanumeric codes are listed in alphabetical sequence, ordered by surname. In the case of double 

last names, the alphanumeric codes are listed in sequence by the second surname. Individual surnames which 

include a prefix are listed at the beginning of each alphabetic category. McCluskey, for example, would 

precede all surnames which do not include a prefix. The listing of alphanumeric codes for individuals is as 

follows: 

1-1 Ms. Rose Adams 1-24 Mr. Brett D. Boulmay 

1-2 Ms. Maisy Alpert 1-25 Ms. Jocelyn Boyce 

1-3 to 1-4 Ms. Wendy M. Altman 1-26 Mr. Paul Brandofino 

1-5 to 1-6 Mr. George Amreihn 1-27 Ms. Myra C. Becher 

1-28 ·, , ... · Ms. Joy Bright ... ,.-,- .. 1-7 Mr. Mauro Aronovski 

1-8 Ms. Stella Ashen 1-29 to 1-30 Mr. Chad Brocato 

1-9 Mr. Mark Asmus 1-31 Ms. Kathleen T. Brock 

1-10 Ms. Miriam Assef 1-32 Mr. Thomas J. Brosnan 

1-11 Ms. Jessica Azola 1-33 Mr. & Mrs. Edgar H. Brown 

1-12 Mr. Karl A. Baden 1-34 Ms. Elaine Brown 

1-13 Mr. Sheezan Bakali 1-35 to 1-36 Ms. Marian D. Browne 

1-14 Mr. Louis B. Banasky 1-37 Ms. Barbara J. Brush 

1-15 Mr. F. C. Barhoover 1-38 Mr. Douglas Burleson 

1-16 Ms. Florence R. Beardsley 1-39 Mr. Christopher Burroughs 

1-17 Mr. Chris Beck 1-40 Ms. Rachel Bussel 

1-18 Ms. Gertrude M. Bishop 1-41 The Cannon Family 

1-19 Ms. Judy Bissell 1-42 Ms. Bernice C. Carlson 

1-20 Mr. Darrell L. Black 1-43 Ms. Tracey Carlson 

1-21 Ms. Mary D. Blackman 1-44 Ms. D. H. Carmody 

1-22 Ms. Esther E. Blanton 1-45 Ms. Martha E. Carnes 

1-23 Mrs. A. Bonlc 1-46 to 1-47 Ms. Joan W. Carroll 

1 



NAMES OF COMMENTERS NAMES OF COMMENTERS 

1-48 Mr. L. B. Case, Jr. 1-85 Mrs. Emily N. Dipple 1-122 Mr. Darren Giuffre 1-163 Mr. John J. Hopkins 
1-49 S. Chisen 1-86 Dr. Guy A. Distasio 1-123 Mr. Gary Gold 1-164 Mr. Scott Horowitz 
1-50 Ms. Julia Chretien 1-87 Ms. Suzanne Donovan 1-124 Ms. Helen L. Goldin 1-165 Mr. W. W. Horstman 
1-51 Mr. Richard Chung 1-88 Charles & Gloria Dunsford 1-125 Mr. Sidney Goldin 1-166 Ms. Lguana Howard 
1-52 Ms. Ruth H. Clark 1-89 Ms. Ellie Durr 1-126 Mr. C. B. Goodman 1-167 Mrs. J. A. Hugh 
1-53 Mr. N. Montgomery Clarke 1-90 Ms. Teresa A. Dwyer 1-127 Mr. P. Graef 1-168 Mr. George G. Hughes 
1-54 Mr. Santo J. Coco 1-91 Armand & Martha Dyner 1-128 to 1-129 Ms. Heather Grand 1-169 Mr. Leonardo Iannone 
1-55 Mr. Randolph L. Compton 1-92 Mr. Arthur Eichner 1-130 Mr. David Green 1-170 Mr. Carlton Inman 
1-56 Ms. Suzanne Conner 1-93 Mr. Manuel Elaraj 1-131 Mr. Edward B. Green 1-171 Ms. Rae Irland 
1-57 Mr. Dennis Connolly 1-94 Mr. Don R. Elderkin 1-132 Mr. Thomas Gunderman 1-172 Mr. Bill Irwin 
1-58 Ms. Jane Copenhaver 1-95 Ms. Barbara J. Elliott 1-133 Mr. J. J. Guyett 1-173 Violet & Leo Isacson 
1-59 Mr. Boies Coppinger 1-96 Mr. Wayne Engroff 1-134 Ms. Eleanor Haarmeyer 1-174 Mr. M. Carpenter-Jaquinta 
1-60 Mr. Donald L. Cosby 1-97 Mr. Lennard C. Ericsson 1-135 Ms. Shari L. Haas 1-175 to 1-176 Mr. Paul G. Jameson 
1-61 Ms. Jan Cosby 1-98 Ms. Marlene Escoto 1-136 Mr. Albert Haeberle 1-177 Ms. Joan W. Jenrich 
1-62 Richard & Muriel Covington 1-99 Ms. Ethel E. Fallon 1-137 to 1-138 Mr. Gordon W. Hagey 1-178 Ms. Lauren A. Jewell 
1-63 Ms. Dorothy A. Cowdrey 1-100 M. & J. Fasano 1-139 Peggy & Robert James Hall 1-179 Mr. W. H. Jobe 
1-64 Mr. Timothy A. Crain 1-101 Mr. Greg Fernandez 1-140 Mr. John E. Harman 1-180 Mr. Bevin John 
1-65 Mr. John G. Croes 1-102 Mrs. Ann Fetters 1-141 Ms. Denise Harris 1-181 to 1-182 Ms. Dorothy Johnson 
1-66 Mr. Paul W. Croy 1-103 Mr. Allen Filekoff 1-142 Mr. H. L. Hassell 1-183 Mr. Perry W. Johnson 
1-67 The Cullis Family 1-104 Charles & Lillian Finger 1-143 Ms. Janet Hass.oun:,· , : .... : ..... ,_._ 1-184 Ms. Joan Johnston 
1-68 to 1-69 Mr. Angelo V. D'Alessandro 1-105 Ms. V. Virg Foland 1-144 Mr. William Heim 1-185 Mr. G. Jones 
1-70 Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dash 1-106 Ms. Winnie Foster 1-145 Ms. Joan Heiman 1-186 Mr. Frank H. Jones, Jr. 
1-71 Mr. Fred J. Davies 1-107 Ms. Linda M. Francis 1-146 Mr. J. Heisner 1-187 Ms. Jan Jones 
1-72 Ms. Kelley Ann Davis/ 1-108 Mr. Clarence Freeman l 1-147 Ms. Dorothy M. Henfield 1-188 Ms. Peggy M. Juntilla j 

Mr. Don R. Elderkin 1-109 Mr. Arthur M. Friedrichs ' 1-148 Mr. Andrew G. Henning 1-189 to 1-190 Richard & Edith Kappler ?i 
1-73 to 1-74 Mr. Timothy Day 1-110 Mrs. Adele V. Frisch j 1-149 Ms. Monique Henry 1-191 Milton & Bonnie Katz 
1-75 Mr. Wesley H. Day 1-111 Mr. Gerald Fritz 1-150 to 1-151 Ms. Sheri Hensley 1-192 Mr. Howard Katzman 
1-76 Mrs. Nada DeGaetano 1-112 ¥r. Kenneth L. Frost 1-152 Morton & Rita Hepner 1-193 to)-194 Ms. Sherra Keeley and Mom 
1-77 Ms. Sherie DeGroff 1-113 Mr. Robert Gallagher 1-153 Mr. M. M. Hess 1-195 Mr. Edward Kempa 
1-78 Ms. Susan Deifallah 1-114 Mr. John Gallo 1-154 Mr. Richard J. Hess 1-196 Mr. Samuel Kendall 
1-79 Mr. Jeff Delgado 1-115 Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Gardner 1-155 Mr. Daniel Higgins 1-197 Mr. William F: Kenney 
1-80 Mr. Luiz A DePaula Santos 1-116 to 1-117 Mr. A. P. Garner 1-156 to 1-157 Ms. Linda A. Hill 1-198 Mr. Steven P. Kent 
1-81 Ms. Audrey E. De Rosa 1-118 Mr. James L. Garrett 1-158 Ms. Edith Hilton 1-199 Ms. Rose Kenach 
1-82 Mr. Fred A. Dickmeyer 1-119 R. Gehlert & Family 1-159 Ms. Helen Hirschfeld 1-200 Ms. Dawn A. Keon 
1-83 Mr. A. L. Diehl 1-120 Sister Teresa Gerlits 1-160 William & Mary Holsworth 1-201 Ms. Hope C. Kimbrell 
1-84 Mr. J.P. Dinkel 1-121 Mr. Theodore H. Gilbert 1-161 to 1-162 William & Jeanne Homer 1-202 Mr. Donald H. King 
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NAMES OF COMMENTERS NAMES OF COMMENTERS 

1-203 Mr. Brian F. Kingston 1-241 Mr. Aston Mattis 1-284 Ms. Natisha L. Peavy 1-333 Mr. Stephen G. Schorr 
1-204 Mr. George A. Kitchen 1-242 Ms. Anne Maurer 1-285 Ms. Burnette Pope 1-334 Mrs. R. L. Schreiber 
1-205 Ms. Karen Klein 1-243 Ms. Cherie K. Mazzenga 1-286 Israel & Edith Port 1-335 Herbert & Ruth F. Schwartz 
1-206 Mr. Michael Klein 1-244 to 1-246 Ms. Lynn A. Meder 1-287 to 1-288 Ms. Louise C. Porter 1-336 Gerard & Joanne Shrewsbury 
1-207 Mr. Florence R. Knice 1-247 Ms. Velda M. Meloy 1-289 Mr. & Mrs. John Prenovitz 1-337 Mrs. Gladys Schroeder 
1-208 Mr. & Mrs. Milton Knopoff 1-248 to 1-250 Ms. Cathy Menendez 1-290 to 1-291 Ms. Sharon A. Proue 1-338 Captain Jennifer Schubert 
1-209 Ms. Heidi Knost 1-251 Jules V. & Barbara L. Meyers 1-292 Mr. Earl J. Purcell 1-339 Mr. M. Valenteyn Schut 
1-210 Ms. Elizabeth A. Knowles 1-252 Charles & Nancy Miller 1-293 Mr. Charles L. Raymond 1-340 Ms. Patrice Shawe 
1-211 Mr. Ray A. Kralis 1-253 Ms. Margie Miller 1-294 Ms. Deborah A. Reeder 1-341 Ms. Kay Shoemaker 
1-212 Mr. Richard F. Kulow 1-254 The Mills Family 1-295 Otto & Winifred Reuter 1-342 S. Paul & Marie Shuler 
1-213 Mrs. Lois M. Lacoste 1-255 Mrs. Esther B. Mintz 1-296 Ms. M. Tamara Rimes, Esq. 1-343 Ms. Millicent J. Singer 
1-214 Ms. Melissa A. Lakey 1-256 to 1-257 Ms. Jacqueline Monckton 1-297 to 1-298 Ms. Derry L. Riquelme 1-344 Ms. Carolyn Slaton 
1-215 Ms. Nancy Lanzi 1-258 Ms. Allen Morgan 1-299 Mr. Jock Ritchie 1-345 Mr. Jason Slaughter 
1-216 Ms. Gail Larkin 1-259 Ms. Dana Morgan 1-300 Ms. Tina M. Rizzo 1-346 Ms. Carol Smith 
1-217 Ms. Iris Larson 1-260 Ms. Pam Morgan 1-301 Ms. Grace A. Roberts 1-347 Mr. James Smith 
1-218 Ms. Maggie Lee 1-261 Ms. Martha Munzee 1-302 Dr. E. B. Robinson, Jr. 1-348 Ms. Dianne Parrott Spook 
1-219 Ms. Michele LeFeore 1-262 Ms. Margaret Murphy 1-303 Mr. Jose L. Rodriguez 1-349 Ms. Sheila Stark 
1-220 Mr. Howard E. Lemaster 1-263 Mr. Fred Myers 1-304 Mr. Raul Rodriguez 1-350 Mr. Frank H. Staub 
1-221 Ms. Geri Levites 1-264 Mr. Cary Nagy 1-305 Ms. Bernice Rubin 1-351 Ms. Sheila Steinberg 
1-222 Ms. Susan R. Libera 1-265 Mr. Paul Nanes., 1-306 to 1~307 .. ,Mr .. & Mrs. Dennis Russell 1-352 P. Stentz and family 

.', :·::•,:.,·:: .. • .:... . 

1-223 Ms. Elsa Lindenfeld 1-266 Ms. Linda Neale 1-308 Mr. James J. Ryan 1-353 Ms. Carol Stern 
1-224 Mr. George H. Link 1-267 Mr. Steve Nelson 1-309 Ms. Karen L. Ryan 1-354 Ms. Sara Stern 
1-225 Ms. Debbie Lord 1-268 Keith & Elizabeth Newman ·j 1-310 Mr. Terry Sader 1-355 Mr. George L. Stetson 
1-226 Mr. Rick Loss 1-269 to 1-270 Ms. Kathleen M. Nicula .~ 1-311 Mr. Robert Sadowski 1-356 Ms. Joanne Stevenson 

,;l} 
1-227 Mr. Ronald N. Lyall 1-271 Mrs. Helen K. Nielsen ,)! 1-312 Mr. Charles Salter, Jr. 1-357 Mr. Al Stewart ,1,; 

1-228 Dottie Lyons 1-272 Mr. Matthew Noonan 1-313 Mr. Harlee Samuels 1-358 Ms. Diana H. Storch 
1-229 Ms. Josephine McArthur 1-273 to 1-274 Ms. Susan Noonan 1-314 Ms. Ruth Samuels 1-359 Ms. Karen Stow 
1-230 Mrs. Gloria R. McCluskey 1-275 ¥£. Richard Obregon 1-315 Mrs. Gertrude Sanders 1-360 Mr. Scott J. Stow 
1-231 Ms. Joann McDaniel 1-276 Ms. Patricia O'Connor 1-316 Ms. Lisa M. Sannasardo 1-361 Ms. Andrea Sturzen 
1-232 Mr. Robert E. McDonnell 1-277 Ms. Jan Craig-Olinger 1-317 Mr. Peter R. Sannasardo 1-362 Mrs. Grace E. Sutton 
1-233 to 1-235 Mr. Stephen G. McKenzie 1-278 Mr. James R. O'Neal 1-318 Dr. R. C. Sansing 1-363 Mr. John Sziber 
1-236 Ms. Gloria Mack 1-279 Mrs. Rosemarie O'Neidas 1-319 Ms. Patricia Scarborough 1-364 Jack & Mary Tagge 
1-237 Mr. John Malloy 1-280 Mr. James Ongley 1-320 Ms. Elizabeth Schane 1-365 Ms. Pauline Taisian 
1-238 Chet & Marilyn Markot 1-281 Mr. Tom Paddock 1-321 to 1-329 Brian and Rosalyn Scherf 1-366 Ms. Elizabeth Leeds Tait 
1-239 Ms. Mary Ann Massey 1-282 Ms. Kathy Pawlak 1-330 Ms. Carrie A. Schick 1-367 Ms. Kristen Talton 
1-240 Mr. Jack Mathews 1-283 Ms. Browne Pearson 1-331 to 1-332 Mr. E. K. Schluntz 1-368 The Taylor Family 
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NAMESOFCOMMENTERS 

1-369 to 1-370 Ms. Carol Taylor 1-398 Mr. & Mrs. Brian Waterman 

1-371 Mr. William Terry 1-399 Mr. Troy Webster 

1-372 to 1-374 Mr. Roderick Tirrell 1-400 Mr. Walter Weeks 

1-375 Mr. Joseph L. Titus 1-401 Ms. Sylvia Weess 

1-376 Ms. Yvette Toepfer 1-402 Ms. Gladys Weinberg 

1-377 Mr. Peter Tolk 1-403 Ms. Marlene Weiss 

1-378 Mr. Sten J. Tonessen 1-404 Mr. Arnie Weiher 

1-379 The Torrent Family 1-405 Mrs. Ginia Davis Wexler 

1-380 to 1-383 Ms. Lisa Turtle 1-406 Mr. Stephen Whitney 

1-384 Mr. Fred Tutt 1-407 Ms. Michelle Whitt 

1-385 Ms. Annette Ungerman 1-408 Mr. Daryl E. Wilcox, Esq. 

1-386 Ms. Maggie Vail 1-409 Paul A. & Marie S. Willey 

1-387 Ms. Kathleen Valentine 1-410 Ms. Wylene Williams 

1-388 Ms. Jan Valliere 1-411 Mr. Mark G. Winder 

1-389 Mr. C. Van Den Heuvel Jr 1-412 Mrs .. Amy M. Windhorst 

1-390 Mr. Raoul F. Van Ligten 1-413 to 1-414 Ms. Jean Winter 

1-391 The Varga Family 1-415 Ms. Alicia Witt 

1-392 Mr. Ralph Ventinigig 1-416 John P. & Dametia Yianilos 

1-393 Ms. Cecile R. Vogel 1-417 Mr. Lee Zausner 

1-394 Mrs. Ann C. Vordenberg .. · 1-418 to 1-419 Mr. Evan Zekofsky 

1-395 Mr. Michael Blaine Walder 1-420 Dr. lngrida Zebelins and 

1-396 Donald E. & Emily B. Walls Mr. James Kolze 

1-397 Ms. Diana D. Ward 

NO NAME/ADDRESS/ILLEGIBLE 

Alphanumeric codes for correspondence received without a signature or other identification or where such 

identification was illegible are listed as follows. Alphanumeric codes are list~ by presumed alphabetical order 

of surname or after identifying factors such as a picture post card. 

1-421 "Mental Floss" 1-426 Soni?? Caragon? 

1-422 Post Card (no picture) 1-427 Dan Vegala? 

1-423 James L. S'l??'l? 1-428 Stacy Ul? 

1-424 Post Card (moose picture) 1-429 Joan Doxay'l 

1-425 Adam ta Daniel SIMJ? 

NAMES OF COMMENTERS 

BUSINESS 

Alphanumeric codes for correspondence received from businesses are listed in alphabetical order by name of 

the business. The signatory, where identified, precedes the business name. 

B-1 

B-2 

B-3 

B-4 to B-5 
B-6 . 

Mr. Douglas A. Opell, Heritage Remediation/Engineering, Inc. 

Parkins Marine, Inc. 
Mr. Hugh Hoffman, President, Religious Vacations, Inc. 

Mr. R. F. Gardner, Shell Oil Company 

Spellacy, Lescano and Duckett, PA 

ORGANIZATION 

Alphanumeric codes for organizations are listed in alphabetical sequence by name of organization. When 

correspondence was signed by an individual, that person's name is shown before the organization's name. 

0-1 

0-2 to 0-3 

0-4 to 0-35 

0-36 t<> {)-37 

0-38 

0-39 to 0-41 

0-42 to 0-51 

0-52 to 0-55 

0-56 to 0-73 

0-74 

0-75 to 0-76 

0-77 

0-78 to 0-80 

0-81 

0-82 to 0-94 

Ms. Patricia Meacham, Broward Audubon 

Mr. Tom Weise, Clean Water Action 

David Posnack Hebrew Day School, Fifth and Seventh Grades 

Ms. Dianne Petitjean, Environmental Coalition .;;: .. -•. ·. 

Mr. R. P. Haviland, P.E., Environmental Council 

Environmental Leaders Council of South Florida 

Ms. Ann Whitfield and William A. Wood, Florida PIRG 

Mr. Joseph E. Podgor, Jr., Friends of the Everglades 

Ms. Joette Lorion, Greenpeace Advisor 
Mrs. Winifred Reuter, Humanitarians of Florida, Inc. 

Ms. Kay Allen/Ms. Stephanie Pearson, League of Women Voters of Florida 

Ms. Elizabeth C. Lemon, League of Women Vot_ers of Monroe County 

Ms. B. Suzi Ruhl, J.D., M.P.H., Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation 

Mrs. Hana Rosenberg, National Council of Jewish Women 

Northeast High School Ecology Club 

0-95 to 0-98 Ms. Catherine Dees, Save the Florida Panther 

0-99 to 0-101 Mr. Larry Marvet, Sierra Club 
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NAMES OF COMMENTERS 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Alphanumeric codes for local governments are listed alphabetically. The signatory precedes local government 
identification. 

LG-1 to LG-7 Mr. John P. Hart, Broward County Commissioner 

LG-8 to LG-15 Ms. Mira Barer, Broward County, Dept. of Natural Resource Protection 

LG-16 to LG-18 Mr. John J. Copelan, Jr., Broward County, Office of the County Attorney 

STATE & REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 

Alphanumeric codes for state and regional governments signatories are identified below. 

SG-1 to SG-19 Governor Lawton Chiles, State of Florida 

SG-20 to SG-21 Mr. John P. Hart, Chairman, South Florida Regional Planning Council 

SG-22 to SG-23 Dr. John G. Dempsey, South Florida Water Management District 

TRIBE 

The alphanumeric code,for correspondence received from a tribe is identified below. 

T-1 Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Alphanumeric codes for correspondence received from Federal governmental agencies and signatories are 

identified below. Federal agencies are listed by alphabetical sequences. 

FG-1 to FG-2 

FG-3 to FG-7 

FG-8 

FG-9 to FG-11 

Mr. Mark H. Hibpshman, Bureau of Mines 

Mr. Heinz Mueller, Environmental Protection Agency (2 letters) 

Mr. Edward J. Koszalka, Geological Survey, Water Resources Division 

Mr. James W. Coleman, Jr., National Park Service 
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NAMES OF COMMENTERS 

PETITIONS 

Alphanumeric sequence for petitions, alphabetized by name, are listed below. 

P-1 Broward Audubon, et al P-6 Greenpeace 

P-2 Linda Coxon, et al P-7 Julia Pickett, et al 

P-3 Earth First! P-8 Jill Forsberg, et al 

P-4 Friends of the Everglades P-9 Helen M. Roeder, et al 

P-5 Greenpeace P-10 Charlotte R. Seely, et al 

9 



(THIS PAGE WAS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 



PUBLIC HEARING 

DRAFI' ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

APRIL 14, 1993 
6:00 o'clock, P.M. 

Fort Lauderdale Convention Center 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Shell Western E&P Inc. 
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation 

Broward County, Florida 

JAMES L. BYRNES 
Chief Administrative Judge 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
ROBERT V. ABBEY, District Manager 

Bureau of Land Management 

JIM HARRIMAN 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 



(THIS PAGE WAS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 

. ·:-1.--. 

Whereupon, the following proceedings were had: 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: This Public Hearing will now come to order. 
Good evening and welcome to the public hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement addressing 

Shell Western E & P, Incorporated's proposal to drill an exploratory well at a site located in Section 3, Township 
50 South, Range 35 East on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation located in Broward County approximately forty 
miles east of the City of Fort Lauderdale. 

My name is James L. Byrnes. I am the Chief Administrative Judge for the Department of the Interior's 
Office of and Appeals. 

Tonight's hearing is being conducted under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
and in accordance with established Department of Interior Procedures. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive testimony concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
Shell Western E & P, Incorporated submitted an application for a permit to drill to the Bureau of Land 

Management on January 17th, 1991. The Bureau of Land Management determined initially that an environmental 
assessment would be required and solicited public comment. 

Public scoping was conducted by the Bureau of Land Management from March of 1991 through May of 
1991. Substantial public opinion was expressed against the proposal due to public concerns about the Everglades 
and Big Cypress Swamp environments and other associated natural resources. 

On April 16th, 1992 the Bureau of Land Management issued a Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental 
impact statement. The Notice explained that the decision to expand analysis from an environmental assessment to 
an environmental impact statement was not based on any changes in the proposal's anticipated impacts, but was 
made to recognize public concerns and to assure the public that any environmental impacts of the proposed - of the 
proposal would be thoroughly assessed. 

The Notice further stated that any proposal for additional wells in production will require additional 
National Environmental Policy Act review and decision documents. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive the views, comments and suggestions of interested individuals and 
organii.ations on the adequacy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and to provide the Bureau of Land 
Management and the Bureau of Indian Affairs with additional information to help evaluate fully the suitability of 
the alternatives contained in the environmental impact statement and the adequacy of the draft. 

This is not an adversarial proceeding. The purpose of this hearing is to receive information and not to 
exchange views. Your statement should be relevant to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. And while this 
is a relatively informal hearing without the normal rules of procedure and evidence, the rules of common courtesy 
do apply. 

The individuals here on the platform are representatives of the Bureau of Land Management and the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. They may have questions which they may wish to address to the speakers in an attempt to better 
understand or clarify the views expressed. 

We also have a court reporter here this evening who will make a verbatim transcript of the hearing. 
Everything that is said while the hearing is in session will be recorded. 

In order to assure a complete and an accurate record of hearing, it is necessary that only one person speak 
at a time and that everyone remain as quiet as possible while the hearing is in process. 

Transcripts of the hearing will be available from the court· reporting company of Paragon Reporting 
Services located at 707 Southeast Third Avenue in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

In the interest of time and orderliness I request that there be no display of approval or disapproval either 
by applause or otherwise during the presentations or at any time during the hearing. 

Currently we have approximately thirty people who have indicated a desire to speak. 
It is my intention to adjourn this hearing by 11:00 P.M. Therefore, I am requesting each speaker limit 

their oral presentations to ten minutes. 
After hearing from those persons who have given advance notice, I will give all others present an 

opportunity to be heard if they desire. 
Each speaker should begin their remarks by providing their name, their address and whom they represent. 
If anyone is interested in submitting additional written comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 

~~tement, they may send them to the District Manager, the Bureau of Land Management, 411 Briarwood Drive, 
uite 404, Jackson, Mississippi, 39206. 

t If you have a copy of written comments that you would like to submit this evening, please provide them 
0 me and I will see that they are included in the official record. 



All written comments and statements must be received by the Bureau of Land Management no later than 
May 18th, 1993. 

All written comments and statements received on time will be included as part of the official record and 
will be granted the same consideration as statements presented at this hearing. At this time I would like to introduce 
Mr. James Harriman, District Manager of the Eastern Area Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Mr. Robert 
Abbey, the District Manager of the Bureau of Land Management of the Eastern States office. At this time Mr. 
Abbey would like to make an initial statement for the record. 

Mr. Abbey. 
MR. ABBEY: Thank you. Thank you. 
We do have a signer coming - She must be a little late - for the hearing impaired. So if you can bear 

with us a little while, we should have that service available to our members of the public. 
I'm going to keep my statement fairly brief because the purpose of us here tonight is to listen to you not 

vice versa. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have 
completed a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed exploratory well in Western Broward County. 
The purp.ose of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement is to provide the agency decision-makers with information 
upon which to base a decision regarding this proposal. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is not a decision document. This draft, which is dated March 
8th, 1993, analyzes impacts of Shell Western's proposal to drill an exploratory well and test the potential 
hydrocarbon-bearing formations at a site located on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation. 

Shell Western leases the project area from the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida. 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs has a trust responsibility to the tribe to provide lease oversight. The Bureau 

of Land Management has a trust responsibility to review operational activities proposed under this lease. 
Considerable public input has been received on this proposal and every effort has been made to identify 

and address the significant issues and concerns in this Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
Inter-disciplinary participation has been provided by the environmental consulting firm of Dames & Moore 

under a third-party contract. 
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement has integrated to the fullest extent possible consultation, surveys 

and studies required under Federal law. The potential effects of the proposed exploratory well and water resources 
and wildlife are matters of heightened public concern. Therefore, we have expended considerable time evaluating 
possible effects on these resources. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement finds that drilling of the proposed exploratory well would not 
have significant impacts on air quality, cultural resources, health and safety, noise, vegetation, visual resources, 
water resources, wetlands or wildlife. 

Measures which would mitigate the short-term disturbances are recommended in this document and included 
in the preferred alternative. 

We wish to emphasize the Draft Environmental Impact Statement is not a decision document. No 
exploratory drilling has been approved. Before a decision is reached the review process that we undertake to 
comply with National Environtnental Policy Act has an intermediate step of releasing a draft document for public 
review. The public review will be used to revise the draft as needed and then prepare a final document. Only then 
will a decision be made on the merits of this proposal. 

We also wants to clarify just what this proposal is. The proposal is for one exploratory well. No decision 
regarding oil field development would be mailed without additional environmental analysis and public review. 

Be assured that the Miccosukee Indian Tribe, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Land Management 
officials are all sensitive to the public's concerns and that strict compliance with National Environmental Policy Act 
will occur to insure that whatever decision is finally made will be one that considers the impact of the proposal on 
the Everglades ecosystem. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: At this time I would like to call the first speaker Mr. James Goldsich with 
Broward County. I apologize in advance to anyone whose name I accidentally mangle during the course of the 
hearing. 

MR. GOLDSICH: All right. 
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JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir, if you would state your name and your address and who you represent, if 
you would, for the record. 

And would you mind spelling your name for the benefit of the court reporter. 
Thank you. 
MR. J. GOLDSICH: My name is Jim Goldsich. I'm Director of Biological Resources for Broward 

County, Department of Natural Resources Protection. 
Spelled G-0-L-D-S, as in Sam, 1-C-H. 
The address of my office is 500 East Broward Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale 33394. 
I have some comments that I'd like to bring to this board tonight. Commissioner Hart had hoped to deliver 

these, and he has a 7-page letter that contains the specifics of those comments that I'll leave with the group this 
evening. But he has asked that I highlight some of those comments for this proceedings. 

On January 23 of '92 Commissioner Hart provided a letter, pursuant to this process, that indicated W,i:[lffll ~mp.a: ···· · · · ·· ·· ·:·:·=·=·=·= ·=···=-=·=·=-:-:- ··=·=·=·=· 1s'L., 

:::~: 
We, in Broward County, don't consider the Everglades to be a monotonous and boring landscape. 
We hope that Mr. Babbitt in his statement that the Everglades has a major priority of this new 

administration is not an example of the direction that he's planning to take. 
R: s6.H .... ··'· ····· ., ==ilm'ttonif&iimi 

At this time if Mr. Steve Terry could come forward, please. If you could state 
your name and address for the record please. 

· MR. S. TERRY: My name is Steve Terry. I'm the Land Sources Manager for Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida. Our mailing address is P.O. Box 440021, Miami, Florida. Zip code is 33144 •. 

I have a statement that the Tribe would like to make which is titled Statement of the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida Concerning the Environment Impact Statement Prepared for the Bureau of Land Management 

·· and Bureau of Indian Affairs regarding the Shell Western drilling permit application. 
The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida is pleased that the draft of the environmental impact statement 

;·.i:egarding possible drilling on the Miccosukee Federal Reservation has been completed and is now available for 
public comment. 
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We hope our South Florida neighbors will carefully review this document and offer responsible comment 
about it and the process by which it was produced. 

The Miccosukee Tribe decision to determine whether its reservation has mineral potential has been the 
subject of some measure of opposition by members of the public. One of the fears that has been expressed concerns 
whether such activity would harm the Everglades ecosystem. 

The Tribe must emphasize again its firmly established policy that any activity conducted on its Reservation 
may proceed only in an environmentally sound manner. 

The Tribe required that its lessee, Shell Western, design a plan complies fully with all applicable 
environmental laws and regulations and has encouraged, indeed demanded that the Federal regulatory agencies 
strictly enforce these requirements. 

The EIS evaluates the plans in detail and measures them against the legal requirements and concludes that 
there will be no significant adverse impacts. 

We hope everyone will read this analysis. 
A fear was also expressed that the proposed project could endanger the underground aquifer that supplies 

the drinking water to Southeast Florida. 
_The EIS reveals that this aquifer lies several miles to the east of the drilling target and therefore will not 

be impacted. 

The Miccosukee Indians, as much as - if not more than - any other citizen of Florida treasure the 
Everglades. It has been our homeland for generations. 

This exploratory well is in a cow pasture in a fringe area of the Everglades. 
Some areas of our Reservation have been victimized by the pollutants introduced north of us, and we are 

actively engaged in efforts to stop this contamination and restore the quality of our water resources. We are 
committed this effort. And we can assure all of our neighbors that this commitment extends to making certain that 
any drilling activities that the Federal authorities may permit shall be carried out in strict and total compliance with 
Federal requirements. 

Miccosukee Tribes Reservation is small, particularly when compared with the vast areas of Florida our 
ancestors occupied. Thus we must make maximum use of the land base we have. 

Our decision to look for mineral resources is not new to South Florida. Exploration for oil has been going 
on there for more than forty years, and oil production goes on there today. If we have mineral resources, we want 
to use them to help improve the health, hoµsi~ AAd iw~~a.Ji9n,9f the M.iccosukee people. The tribe has a legal right 
to~~ . 

We are, however, keenly aware of our responsibility to act at all times in a prudent manner that will not 
harm our people, our neighbors or our homeland. Thank you. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Mr. Ralph Prescott. If you would come forward please. 
MR. R. PRESCOTT: My name is Ralph Prescott. I live at 4950 Northwest Sixth Street in Coconut 

Creek, Florida. 

Never been to one of these meetings before. I wasn't sure if it was a question-and answer or not. I have 
no prepared speech. I just want to say a couple of things. 

I'm not sure why Shell Oil Company happened to pick the Everglades. All I know is that with the way 
everything is going around in South Florida between the concern for all th~ other different things that regards the 
environments between the coral reef and everything, I don't think it's right that the Miccosukee Indian Tribe gave 
you permission or anybody else permission to go and drill into Florida ground, even if this is on the Reservation. 

--1-~~~~ 
We got no say-so. We pay taxes. We got no say-so. People come in. You to Miccosukee Indian tribe 

and they say, Okay. Go ahead. You got our permission." 
The only thing I'd like to say is that I think the people of South Florida or anybody just wants to protect 

what we do have. 
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And the only other closing statement I have, I'm against it. I'm going to try and put all my resources for 
the people with Animal Rights Foundation of Florida, which my wife and I belong to. And I just wish that 
Miccosukee Indian Tribe would take another outlook and say no to this. Because I think they're making enough 
money off the bingo and cigarettes they're selling anyway. 

That's all. Have a good evening. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Ladies and gentlemen, I don't want to stay here any later tonight than most of 

you do. So the sooner we get through this, the easier it will be for all us. 
A VOICE: Leave the glades alone. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is Virginia - Virginia Braison. 
A VOICE: Polite people get poisoned. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: I would ask that you extend courtesy to the people who are speaking. If you wish 

to speak, I'll give you the opportunity to do so later in the hearing. 
Welcome. 
MS. V. BRAISON: Good evening. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: If you could state your name and address for the record please. 
MS. V. BRAISON: I'm Virginia Braison, 2650 Northwest 49th Avenue in Lauderdale Lakes. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you. 
MS. V. BRAISON: Okay. Biologists have found that mercury has mysteriously intruded into the 

Everglades. All the freshwater fish have elevated levels, and it's making its way up the food chain to wading birds. 
And it's even killed an endangered Florida panther. 

-=~ ............. ~t:· '"·, ·,·· ·~i:5 
This is not the place. Too many lives are at stake and we have to reJect a false choice between econonuc growth 
and environmental protection. Thank you. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Kathy Harrison. 
MS. K. HARRISON: My name is Kathy Harrison. 6825 Northwest 9th Court in Margate. My concern 

last - at the last meeting like this was, essentially, the water supply. As a member of both Audubon and Sierra, 
I have other environmental questions, too. I think after thinking about this for quite awhile that now the basic thing 
is: This all sounds good. And I was on the reservation and had a tour of the site. And I really felt in some ways 
quite reassured that this would be safe. 

However, we all know what's happened in Alaska. And I don't mean the Valdez. I mean what's happened 
up on the northern slope. 

Granted, this is a totally different ecosystem; but I think it's just as fragile. Maybe more so. And l'mjust 
concerned that, you know, not all the possibilities can be covered. · 

And I just feel that it really shouldn't be done. 
Thank you. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is Mr. Joe Podger. 
MR. J. PODGER: This is for the record. That's a copy of it. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Great. 
MR. J. PODGER: Mr. Byrnes, Mr. Abbey, Mr. Harriman, I'm Joe Podger representing the Friends of 

the Everglades and Marjory Stoneman Douglas - our founder - here this evening. 
(Applause.) 
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MR. J. PODGER: The documents I handed you just now that I want to draw your attention to is a letter 
which essentially is asking you to open up a new avenue of inquiry for us, being the Federal representatives here. 
This may well be best conveyed along to the EPA Administrator. 

mt,~ffl::tl!~~W.!t ,a111~!:: ······· ······· · _::~~ 121 · 
We understand that if the contamination that we anticipate from such a project and its connected activitf~ 

contaminates the aquifer in a way that may create a significant hazard to public health, the EPA has the right, thanks 
to a petition we filed and won in 1978 - with Marjory signing it - to veto Federal assistance to any project that 
would be thus dangerous. 

····1c .... (1~.'.'. .• ;.:.: .. : •.••.•• :.,,.,~.i.,.~ ..... • .. ~w.: .. n~.·n .. : .. : .. : .. • .... t ... ·.··.· . 
;;;;,::,.,:.:::;:•:.:.:=*: »=»: .. .. . . 

The reason for this specific attention to drinking water, not only because of our long-term interest in it, 
is the fact that as looking over the environmental impact statement document we find a number of statements that 
disturbs us. 

:·.·::.:_:·:, .. ,.,.,.,.·.ffi'W@l ...... ,.·, .,.,~ 
You cannot rely given the fact that authorization and that studJr is on the table now on present-day 

circumstances for future consequences and a decision at this time on this kind of project in this location would be 
a disaster. 

Secondly, this is the first such well in the Everglades. We are talking about something that we were told 
by the administration of this country - the new administration - was going to be a priority. That restoring the 
Everglades was the subject matter of a high level task force. 

We put it to this administration that it's insanity to consider drilling for oil and the consequential possibility 
of production wells in this very same Everglades. 

This is the most endangered ecosystem in the country. It is home to the most endangered national park 
in country, It is the subject of the most ambitious and perhaps the most forward-thinking restoration program in 
the world. And it is, as Marjory Stoneman Douglas said in the opening line to the book, "the only Everglades in 
the world." 

PH6 

29 

30. 

To risk it with this kind of activity when there are other places on this planet and in this country to obtain 
oil is a travesty. It's a policy issue -

(Applause.) . 
- that has to be taken seriously. You're looking at a situation where the alternatives are part of the deeper 

process. And you're supposed to be looking at these alternatives as a part of this hearing. This book here that we 
have before us does a wonderful job of outlining many, but not all, consequences of three alternatives: 

Drilling with a road here, drilling with a road there, and drilling with a road somewhere else. 1.;"" ..... · ,.,,,,,.; I ~· ~ -~ ~~I.:: 
················ Could it be .. that conservation of energy or something besides petroleum products would be the way to go? 

(Applause.) 
We do not have that analysis here. And it cannot be part of a decision if it's not in the book. 
In closing, I just have to tell you that we have a lot of slogans. And one of them we give out frequently 

is that the "Everglades is a test. If you pass it, you get to keep the planet." 
Well, this oil well application is a test of the resolve of the Administration of the United States 

Government, of the Department of the Interior and of us citizens who have been basically tested to see if we would 
come out for such an outrageous proposal. 

We have. We're here. We're looking forward to giving you our extended comments and we hope we'll 
get an extended deadline. 

And I want you to know that we probably are going to persevere - I know many of these people will say 
they're not going to go away - because we don't want the Glades to go away. 

And we thank you for your time. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Mr. Carl Perry. Mr. Perry, if you would step forward. 
MR. C. PERRY: Good evening. My name is Carl Perry. I live at 114 Manatee Avenue, Coral Gables, 

Florida. And I am the South Florida Field Organizer for the Florida Public Interest Research Group or Florida 
PIRO. Florida PIRG is a non-profit, nonpartisan enviroQ,tnentaLand coµsumer,gi:Qup with over 60 thousand 
members from Key West to Pensacola. 

Over the last ten years Florida PIRO bas led the campaign to protect the Florida's coasts from the hazards 
of offshore oil and gas drilling. As a result of our work opposing offshore oil drilling, I would like to testify against 
the proposed on-shore oil drilling in the Everglades. 

(Applause.) 
MR. C. PERRY: Florida PIRO is always opposed to oil drilling in sensitive parts of our State's beautiful 

coastline, the Keys, the coral reefs, the Everglades coasts lined with mangroves and the estuaries and marshes of 
the Panhandle. That is why we oppose oil drilling in an ecosystem as fragile as the Everglades. 

Oil drilling is dirty business, plain and simple. The track record speaks for itself: Santa Barbara blowout. 
Exxon Valdez. Hickstock blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. Oil companies are proven to be very bad corporate 
citizens; despoiling the ecosystems they pledge to protect. 

Allowing further oil industry activity in an already stressed ecosystem like the Everglades is, at best, 
inadvisable and, at worst, ludicrous. 

Routine leaks in spillage could threaten the already polluted River of Grass. Oil drilling pollution could not 
only threaten the Everglades but the Biscayne Aquifer, as well, the main source of South Florida's drinking water. 
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MR. J. PODGER: The documents I handed you just now that I want to draw your attention to is a letter 
which essentially is asking you to open up a new avenue of inquiry for us, being the Federal representatives here. 
This may well be best conveyed along to the EPA Administrator. 
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We understand that if the contamination that we anticipate from such a project and its connected activities 
contaminates the aquifer in a way that may create a significant hazard to public health, the EPA has the right, thanks 
to a petition we filed and won in 1978 - with Marjory signing it - to veto Federal assistance to any project that 
would be thus dangerous. 

-~~ .•... ~,;>~: 
The reason for this specific attention to drinking water, not only because of our long-term interest in it, 

is the fact that as looking over the environmental impact statement document we find a number of statements that 
disturbs us. 

k&m 
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You cannot rely given the fact that authorization and that stud)[ is on the table now on present-day 
circumstances for future consequences and a decision at this time on this kind of project in this location would be 
a disaster. 

30. 

Secondly, this is the first such well in the Everglades. We are talking about something that we were told 
by the administration of this country - the new administration - was going to be a priority. That restoring the ; J 
Everglades was the subject matter of a high level task force. 

We put it to this administration that it's insanity to consider drilling for oil and the consequential possibility 
of production wells in this very same Everglades. \, 

This is the most endangered ecosystem in the country. It is home to the most endangered national park 
in country. It is the subject of the most ambitious and perhaps the most forward-thinking restoration program in 
the world. And it is, as Marjory Stoneman Douglas said in the opening line to the book, "the only Everglades in 
the world." 
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To risk it with this kind of activity when there are other places on this planet and in this country to obtain 
oil is a travesty. It's a policy issue --

(Applause.) 
- that has to be taken seriously. You're looking at a situation where the alternatives are part of the deeper 

process. And you're supposed to be looking at these alternatives as a part of this hearing. This book here that we 
have before us does a wonderful job of outlining many, but not all, consequences of three alternatives: 

Drilling with a road here, drilling with a road there, and drilling with a road somewhere else. ···=·=·= ·• 1
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Could it be that conservation of energy or something besides petroleum products would be the way to go? 
(Applause.) 
We do not have that analysis here. And it cannot be part of a decision if it's not in the book. 
In closing, I just have to tell you that we have a lot of slogans. And one of them we give out frequently 

is that the "Everglades is a test. If you pass it, you get to keep the planet." 
Well, this oil well application is a test of the resolve of the Administration of the United States 

Government, of the Department of the Interior and of us citizens who have been basically tested to see if we would 
come out for such an outrageous proposal. 

We have. We're here. We're looking forward to giving you our extended comments and we hope we'll 
get an extended deadline. 

And I want you to know that we probably are going to persevere - I know many of these people will say 
they're not going to go away - because we don't want the Glades to go away. 

And we thank you for your time. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Mr. Carl Perry. Mr. Perry, if you would step forward. 
MR. C. PERRY: Good evening. My name is Carl Perry. I live at 114 Manatee Avenue, Coral.Gables, 

Florida. And I am the South Florida Field Organizer for the Florida Public Interest Research Group or Florida 
PIRO. Florida PIRG is a non-profit, nonpartisan enviroQ,mentaLand coµsumer,grQup with over 60 thousand 
members from Key West to Pensacola. 

Over the last ten years Florida PIRG has led the campaign to protect the Florida's coasts from the hazards 
of offshore oil and gas drilling. As a result of our work opposing offshore oil drilling, I would like to testify against 
the proposed on-shore oil drilling in the Everglades. 

(Applause.) 
MR. C. PERRY: Florida PIRG is always opposed to oil drilling in sensitive parts of our State's beautiful 

coastline, the Keys, the coral reefs, the Everglades coasts lined with mangroves and the estuaries and marshes of 
the Panhandle. That is why we oppose oil drilling in an ecosystem as fragile as the Everglades. 

Oil drilling is dirty business, plain and simple. The track record speaks for itself: Santa Barbara blowout. 
Exxon Valdez. Hickstock blowout in the Gulf of Mexico. Oil companies are proven to be very bad corporate 
citizens; despoiling the ecosystems they pledge to protect. 

Allowing further oil industry activity in an already stressed ecosystem like the Everglades is, at best, 
inadvisable and, at worst, ludicrous. 

Routine leaks in spillage could threaten the already polluted River of Grass. Oil drilling pollution could not 
only threaten the Everglades but the Biscayne Aquifer, as well, the main source of South Florida's drinking water. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Mr. Larry Marvett. 
MR. L. MARVEIT: Hello. My name is Larry Marvett. I'm the Conservation Chair for the Broward 

Sierra Club. My address: 9437 Northwest 45th Street in Sunrise. I'll be giving you the official comments for the 
Broward group of Sierra Club. 

A few weeks ago Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt came to Florida and announced that the Interior 
Department would be working hard to restore the Everglades. Maybe Mr. Babbitt hasn't spoken with you yet or 
maybe the Everglades are not too important where you live in Mississippi and Virginia. But this environmental 
impact statement is nothing but a rubber stamp for Shell . 

. (Applause.) 
The issue here is not whether Shell can drill one small bole in Florida, but whether oil production and other 

industrial activity should be allowed in the Everglades at all. Especially considering how sick the Everglades is. 
We're outraged that this important issue, industrialization of the Everglades, could be treated so casually 

by a Federal agency committed to Everglades restoration. ..... . ..... . 

1:r:.~.,;, .. R\"!i, ...... . . ··:;·:;;:·;;:~\ :P .•. m.u 
Apparently the BLM and BIA see environment impact statements as busy-work; something to complete as 

quickly as possible and check off as part of the permit process. 
We don't see it that way. We expect and we demand that the process take in all the issues and evaluate 

ii-·r· - · ·- wm~!~:1 
You state that this well is highly speculative and not likely.to ec%f!h~fJ!mf!~~fi!!•s plan 
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does not depend on production for its justification. Yet this well is no more speculative than any wildcat well. And ' 
I think we can depend on Shell's business sense when it comes to spending five million dollars for a well. And 
Shell's multi-billion dollar size certainly indicates that drilling is economically feasible. 

However, I'd like to think this is highly speculative. IfI can imagine a company like Shell throwing away 
$5,000,000 for the fun of it, maybe I could also imagine the Interior Department taking a serious look at the 
consequences of this plan on the Everglades. 

In this fictional universe the environmental impact statement would be more than a rubber stamp; it would 
be a document that the citizens of Florida could read and understand the true risks associated with such a project. 

This EIS is fatally flawed and must be rewritten. The Broward Sierra Club urges you to take a closer look 
at this problem. Please provide us a document that seriously addresses all the issues involved here. 

33143. 
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Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. The next speaker is-I think it'sJoletteLorikone. 
MS. J. LORION: Joette Lorion. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Lorion. Okay. 
A VIDEOGRAPHER: Spell it for us please. 
MS. J. LORION: Yeah. It's J-0-E-T-T-E, L-O-R-I-0-N. 7269 Southwest 54th Avenue, Miami, Florida, 

First of all, I'm Vice President of Friends of the Everglades. And I would just like to second all of the 
comments that Joe Podger made about my concerns about the water. 

But I will be tonight speaking to you about really my area of expertise. I'm energy advisor for 
Greenpeace's Atmosphere and Energy Campaign. 

:ij@lUdffili,iM···.~e __ EIS. n :~·. .-,~ .·®1:Jtt:::ffi\~:jgi&s!ydfoio@iuMe.:juannet:filiw.filffi:@ifBIMtf!.jlle;q\t\t-;1$ 19 
I think that the report that I read is long on conclusions and short on support for those conclusions. It 

seemed a little bit like the adhesion syndrome. Let's all stick together and tell the same story. And that story is 
that it's okay to drain this pristine area. And that concerns me. 

The other thing that concerns me is that Dames & Moore got about a half million dollars to do this report. 
And I would just like to ask you if you know of any incidents where companies where the company that was hired 
to do the report for the oil company has come up with the conclusion that they should not drill in that area. Does 
anybody up there know that? 

(Applause.) 

... .... ~s. J. L~::~~ ••. ,.~::·:·i:'.:'.·::~:~ould - ·······~~~~i11,,:1:1::m::m1:::~~· .. 
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I believe the alternatives should be looked at right now because once we're down the line and we've spent 

a lot of money, then we have less flexibility in doing that. 
The courts have recognized under NEPA that the alternatives must be considered and that you can't just 

slosh them off by saying that, "We looked at them, but we can't make people conserve." That's not the point. The 
point is that there are alternatives to drilling for oil or using oil. 

I believe that the environmental impact statement should be assigned to a group designated by the President 
that has responsibility for analyzing overall energy questions for this nation. We now have an Administration who 
- in their campaign literature at least - said they wanted to reduce energy consumption by 25 percent by, I believe, 
the year 2005 or 2025. I can't remember. So if that is, indeed, their goal, then we may not have to drill for this 
oil. 

-~-~ .......... -1a~ 
or mstance, I have in my hand a compact fluorescent light bulb. If half of the homes in Florida installed 

this light bulb, we could negate the need for one medium size or large size oil power plant. So we could displace 
that need for oil. We know ifhe get more efficient automobiles, that ifwe even increase the fuel efficiency by one 
mile per gallon, we can save 420,000 barrels of oil a day. And we are looking at cafe standards and setting those 
kinds of standards. 

We know in - And I brought you pages of some of these reports because I want you to know they exist 
because we don't have to make this choice. There are reports in Florida, for instance, after Hurricane Andrew 
there was a report done for the Department of Energy that showed that it was technically feasible to rebuild the 
houses in the hurricane region and save 73 to 84 percent of the electricity. Now, the economically cost-effective 
savings would range from 39 to 48 percent. But that's a lot. So I'm going to give you that report. 

Another report, which is a draft report, shows that if we encouraged.conservation and efficiency in Florida, 
by the Year 2000 we could save ten thousands megawatts of power. That displaces the need for a lot of oil. 

Even air conditioning ducts in our homes have leaks, and there's a report that was done in Florida that 
showed if we repair duct leaks in three million homes in Florida, we could reduce the winter peak demand by 
5,00025 megawatts and - or 13 percent of our State's generating capacity. 

Nationally Union of Concerned Scientists did an excellent report called America's Energy Choices. And 
one thing nobody's addressed here is that we're drilling for this oil that's going to be burned somewhere that's going 
to put more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that can contribute to global warming. 

While the UCS report looked at that we can reduce C0-2 levels by seventy percent by the Year 2030 and 
\Ve could decrease the nation's petroleum consumption to one-third of current levels by the Year 2030, consumers 
would save five trillion dollars in fuel and electricity costs, and it would cost us 2. 7 trillion. So we would have 
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a net savings of 2.3 trillion dollars. So I think we need to look at the economics benefits of other energy forms 
in not drilling for oil and also the environmental benefit. 

Each barrel of oil consumed emits 850 pounds of carbon dioxide and- and, you know, we really have to 
think about - have a holistic look at this. And, you know, the Everglades, as Joe said, and Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas's book, there are no other Everglades in the world. Why do we want to drill in the Everglades of all 
places? Even if we are fixed on oil and we think we need it. 

I think we don't need it and I think nationally we don't need it . 

• :,~!:.:........ - .. ,. '··==;:!~la:;,::·~-~ .. ·.,.,i··~2~.~:~eally a must. 

One last thing that concerns me is that -- And we're going to prepare written comments. So I'm just 
shooting from the hiphere. But, you know, it's long held that we can proceed with lease sales before environmental 
studies are complete and that leasing is separate from development. By the National Research Council did a study 
in 1989 that pointed out that the Interior Department has never refused an industry development and production plan 
out of hundreds submitted. In other words, to lease is to drill and to develop. 

So, you know, I think that doing this in this in an incremental fashion is really unfair to the public. And 
when I was going over the EIS this morning my daughter came in. And we would have gone to the Everglades 
on Saturday sloshing. We have a wonderful time in this beautiful environment. And she said, "Well, Mom, what 
are you doing?" And I said, "I want to show you this." I showed her the map. And I said, "They want to drill 
for oil in the Everglades. " 

And she said, "That's stupid." Out of the mouth of the babes. And, you know, I mean, I wish I thought 
that one up. 

So I just, you know, I want to leave you with that Greenpeace will be submitting extensive comments. 
We really need to get out of this dinosaur mentality that the only thing we can do is drill for and bum oil. There 
are plenty of other things we can do. And I hope that this Administration will look at doing them. 

And, finally, I would like to leave you with this bottle of snake oil. Because if you can sell drilling in the 
Everglades to the public, you can sell anything. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Barbara Ziess. 
MS. B. ZIESS: Good evening. My name is.Barbara Ziess ... lreside.at 4930 Northeast 17th Terrace in 

Oakland Park. I'm President of Broward County Audubon Society and I'm here speaking on behalf of that 
organization tonight. The Broward County Audubon Society is opposed to the permitting of this well. And 
although the EIS tends to minimize the impact of this well, our concerns loom large. 

We are concerned about the policy that will be set here if this well is permitted. Does the United States 
Government have the right to make a policy decision that could have an adverse effect on the environment and could 
be a detriment to the public welfare? · 

We are concerned about the precedent that will be set here if this well is permitted, i.e., the citing and 
permitting of wells and water conservation in other environmentally sensitive areas. 

We are focused on the permitting of a particular well, but the scope is much larger. The real issue is 
whether or not an oil company can get a permit to drill in such a sensitive area. Because if they can get one here, 
they can get one anywhere. 

tllliMut&ii=IIIT¥;· : . j1jtJj§f~ffi:\fM.'JPNN\,E,ffif*!\i.i!Mf.·~\w.:$:iJJiijl),tb.:JJftffiMlt'ifflli.~:S)iWW,~Ufi=Yi J15 
If the answer to this question is no, then why permit this well at all? 
We are also concerned about the waste, the water and the wildlife. Wlffi ...... ii:(' ms ,,, mmw.. ~.. ,,;,;,;:t,;,· """"!:ii"'•' "·" '"" " ' ' ' ,"''"',','',' .::'.l\f:I 
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We are also deeply concerned about the impacts to wildlife. The Everglades' ecosystem functions in such f 30 
a delicate balance and is already mortally stressed. Can the Everglades kite, the ibis and the wood stork survive 
another insult to the system? 

Affit,:wlial,1Hwt,:t11e,:p~#ttw;ms,,s.eems,:to.:,ewaeuc.~dliatt~la.dffittf:wo.ula::1manmwf@=M,t%tlffi=·•n I a 7 
Just how much oil is the Everglades worth? For anyone in this audience that needs coaching, the answer 

is: Not one drop. 

i&~i~i. 1Y~:,1&~l'':li~!~i:i::::·'°!!!m~:?''T!~~~!f!:~:~~=~~,,~~·~!::~l! I 9 
d~p~~d~~~ .. ~~-fossil fuels unless man, himself, becomes the next dinosaur. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
.The next speaker is Edwin O'Toole. 
MR. O'TOOLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And Mr. Byrnes. 
My name is Edwin O'Toole. I live at 4019 West Park Road in Hollywood, Florida. I own land in the 

Everglades and I'm a businessman and represent myself as a citizen. 
I really want to thank Dames & Moore for doing such a beautiful job. They covered every aspect that you 

could. Except maybe for an observation tower for people to watch the operation going on. But I think that Dames 
& Moore covered it real well. 

And, you know, if we really want to get down to basic facts, this land is owned by the Indians. The 
Indians want the oil. They own the oil rights. And they want to expand what they have: Their schools, their 
churches, their roads. 

Who are we to deny them this? The State of Florida could use the money as they tax the oil companies. 
They can't tax the Indians. We need it for the infrastructure of the State of Florida. 

Oil runs the world. If -
A VOICE: Not for long. 
,MR .. 9.'IOOLE: There's not one person here that is not dependent upon oil right this moJ11enb. ~yeryone 

that came here came by the thanks of oil. · 
A VOICE: I rode my bike. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Please extend the courtesy to all the speakers. 
MR. O'TOOLE: Your bicycle, by the way, was built with oil. 
{Applause.) 
A VOICE: We do have choices. 
MR. O'TOOLE: I can continue on. The Indians need the money. It's their property to do what they own 

to do. The exploratory well that they're going to drill for is going to protect the Indians, even if it's dry. They 
have the opportunity to request the oil company bring that well into as a· water well for the Indian Reservation. And 
that cattle out there need water. Even if it's dry ,they'll benefit from it. Now, if they hold - if they - if they drill 
and get oil, now we'll all get money in this state. Lord knows we need it. I said that I own land in the Everglades. 
I own land in the Everglades National Park. And the one of the few owners that still do. I had the foresight years 
ago to get my piece of the Everglades so that I can leave it for my children. And I did it. 

And I'd like to see oil explored more because we need oil constantly. Oil is it. 
Thank you, gentlemen. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
(Negative crowd reaction.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Mike Stump. 
(Applause.) 
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MR. M. STUMP: Yeah. My name is Mike Stump. I'm a professor of geology at BCC, a local 
community college. Address is 3501 Southwest Davie Road, Davie, Florida. I don't know how to, you know, 
quite follow that last speaker. 

A VOICE: Speak up. 
MR. STUMP: I've got a number of points here that, you know, kind of go along with what the other folks rm=-~ .... "~ ~.f1s 
And I sent in a whole series of points about or concerns about movements of the oil off of the site. And 

then, you know, then I got this (indicating) and none of that is addressed there. So I was just wondering where that 
went. 

f'don't know. That's a question that I would like you to be addressing. Also, I don't know where it came 
from as far as the 7 percent for potential - potential for this to be a productive well. You know, I - I don't know 
exactly why that was addressed. Was it to maybe show a reason for not dealing with the production of things or, 
you know, show that, this is obviously going to be a dry well? 

I don't think so. I think that, you know, this well has a very good chance of coming in - at least much 
more potential than 7 percent that they're projecting here. I got some real problems with the way they generated 
those numbers. 

And the basic - basically it kept on coming back to, you know, the removal of the production from this 
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it's going to endanger the envfronnieiiC". Then the Miccosukees are going to lose out. Shell has dumped all this l 
money. It's going to lose out. i 

Why not address this up front so that we have all the facts that deal with it? And I think the story will 1 
speak for itself as far as that aspect of it. 

mm1~1-ilr~~iii:;:;;:~~cerns. ,'..'.,.,.,.,.,., ... ,:t]llf~'''~!'t::!''.n:!~'*:!~:~:=~~~~ica~io!~l21 
the line that need to be addres 

And as far as - as long as that isn't addressed in this, I know what I'm going to be doing personally is I'm 
going to be boycotting Shell. 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Greg Hart. 
MR. G. HART: Good evening. My name is Greg Hart. I work with Greenpeace, a local office here in · 

Fort Lauderdale. My address 4141 North Andrews, Fort Lauderdale. 
I'm not a lobbyist or a lawyer. You know, I'm not even somebody that works off of a high salary or 

anything. Most people with Greenpeace don't. But basically what I do is I canvass. That means that I go door 
to door and I talk to people. I talk to approximately 250 people a week. So I talk to a lot of people. I fund raise, 
I ask people to write letters on pertinent environmental issues, especially this one. And I get petitions signed. , 

And I have approximately four hundred petition signatures here that we have received in the last . :, 
week-and-a-half, two weeks or so. We haven't had a whole heck of a lot of time to prepare for this. I'm sure•· 
other group shave their own petitions. They may not be ready to present them just yet. 
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But, again, like I said, I talk to a lot of people. And even though everyone doesn't give me money and 
everyone won't take the time to write a letter. Not even everyone will take time from their dinner or from a TV 
shown to sign a petition. But everyone I talked to in South Florida, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach counties is against 
this proposed drill. 

The citizens of this State, of these counties that it will - that it could affect, do they have any say in this? 
I mean,they have - they have told us, you know,through the petition signatures that they don't want it. 

What bearing does that have on the decision, the final decision you make? 
I mean, we pay the taxes. It's clearly demonstrated already that there is a possibility - I mean, you can't 

guarantee there won't be a spill. You can't guarantee that it won't contaminate drinking water or the aquifer. So 
there is a chance. · 

So shouldn't the concerns and the fears - which are very legitimate - of the citizens of this state, 
particularly South Florida around the Everglades region, be taken into consideration? 

That's all I have. Thank you. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Karen Koskey. 
MS. K. KOSKEY: My name is Karen Koskey. That's K-0-S-K-E-Y. I live at 4112 Southeast 21st Street 

here in Fort Lauderdale. And I also work for Greenpeace. 
I chose to wear black for this hearing because I am in mourning. Mourning for the earth, our mother, 

whom we were systematically and wantonly murdering. We have denuded 90 percent of her forests, her lungs 
which give us breath. We have defiled the ocean and rivers, her life blood. And we have raped the land, her 
essence, which gives us drink and sustenance. We have done all of this in the name of progress and free enterprise. 

But is it progress when we can no longer eat the fish from the rivers because of mercury content? Or when 
we must keep our children out of the sun because of ozone depletion? 

The resources of this planet are finite and we are depleting them rapidly. The time to stop depletion is now 
starting with this proposed drilling. 

Are we going to allow Shell to further endanger the Everglades, an already suffering fragile ecosystem for 
at best a few days' worth of fuel? 

Or are we going to take a stand and say "Enough. Stop the Exploitation. Stop the careless squandering 
of our children's heritage." 

Now is the time to explore alternative sources of energy like solar wind and methane. 
Do we want to see the Everglades covered in black? Of course Shell sees only green when they look at 

the glades. The green of money; profits for stockholders. Do they care if the green of the Everglades is covered 
with the black of their greed? 

Yes, the environmental impact report says the effect of drilling will be minimal. After all, Shell paid them 
half - some half million dollars to do the study. If someone paid you that kind of money, would you tell them the 
truth or what they want to hear? 

Shell says they have a contingency plan if anything happens, like a spill. Well, Exxon told the people of 
Alaska they had a contingency plan also. That one worked out real well; didn't it? (Applause.) 

Things will never be the same in Valdez. The fishermen are still suffering. Wildlife is still dying. The 
economy is in shambles. 

Wilt. lt> ,,··:;,.~tt:A1i:lt:;.: ....... w.•.w ••• u.w•w.w•,w.•.w.wu., ••••••••• w.wumw.w.•.• ....... ·.:~==·;.~;.! l. 66 
Don't let this happen. Just say no to drilling and just say yes to the Everglades. 
Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Holly Ostergaard. 
MS. H. OSTERGAARD: Good evening. My name is Holly Ostergaard. 0-S-T-E-R-G-A-A-R-D. I also 

Work with Greenpeace. My address is 1620 Northeast 20th Avenue in Fort Lauderdale. The loss of the Everglades 
would ~ctually have a positive effect on my future. Okay. As an environment activist, my goal is to help the public 
recogruze how what is going on around them is affecting our environment. 
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The loss of the Everglades, with the accompanying loss of jobs, tourism and the risks endangering the lives 
of already-endangered species, would certainly make the public take notice that I am working for every day. 

I stopped by a Shell station on the way over here today. On Andrews Avenue. I spoke to the independent 
owner of that Shell station about how he felt about Shell drilling for oil into the Everglades. His comment to me 
was Shell should stay the hell out of the Everglades. 

A VOICE: Yeah. 
(Applause.) 
MS. H. OSTERGAARD: We're all relatively familiar with this substance (indicating); right? Oil. Our 

cars don't go without it. 
Pretty. Kind of brown. Make our cars go. It, however, does not make the world go around. Money may. 

Which is why I fund raise for Greenpeace and why I work to make this planet safer and better for all of the people 
who live on it regardless of gender, race or tribe. 

I cannot allow the destruction of ecosystems to be my game. I must work to prevent more damage from 
being done to our environment. 

Mr. Abbey, is listening to everyone's concerns enough? Ifwe allow this travesty to happen, which one 
of you is. going to stand up and say, "But I listened to everyone's concerns and I thought it would probably be 

~-~= are we that desperate? 
We are choosing to ignore viable energy alternatives and continuing to risk our natural surroundings to 

please industry. 
Have we reached the point of desperation when five-days' worth of oil is worth risking Florida's economy? 
If we are, how come we don't know about it? 
If all of us here together, for the five days' worth of oil that's there, promise to take cold showers and not 

watch TV for a whole week, can we keep our Everglades? 
A VOICE: Yeah. 
(Applause.) 
MS. H. OSTERGAARD: Save our energy and save our Everglades. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
MS. H. OSTERGAARD: Just so you don't forget what this is all about. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: I'll try not to confuse this with the water. 
(Laughter.) 
A VOICE: They don't mix. They don't mix. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Susan Eden. 

,, 
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MS. S. EDEN: My name is Susan Eden. My address is 8881 Southwest 49th Court, Cooper City, 33328. 
I'm here tonight representing not only myself, but my husband and our four children who all are native South 
Floridians. 

The EIS done on this site is flawed in many ways including using outdated material. One is the EIS states 
on Page 3-44 that, quote: "The Biscayne aquifer is absent from the project site," unquote. . , 

Rd@:=i:iR@&.S.lf#tJ#llWN~ijfflji&Ht9:1S.ttUS.~P*S.WffliiW · 12, 
Three. Appendix A-6 on Page 16 speaks of the Biscayne aquifer being five to ten miles east of the project. · 
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This is dated in February of 1992. This was done to protect the Everglades and protect South Florida. 
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Ninety percent of Floridians depend on groundwater for sole drinking water source. 
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I would respectfully request that t s proposal be denied. And also, if you haven't seen this, the maps are 

very detailed. It does show the Biscayne completely surrounding Broward County going up into Palm Beach, going 
over into Collier, Hendry, Glades. 

I don't think this EIS study was very complete. I think it was very selectively done. 
Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Bruce Omby. 
MR. B. OMBY: Thank you. My name is Bruce Omby. I reside at 717 Southwest 12th Avenue in the 

City of :f'.ort Lauderdale, 33312. 
I'm here tonight in two capacities. One as a private citizen. And the second is as the Chair of the Natural 

Resources Protection Advisory Committee for Broward County which on Monday night voted its unanimous support 
of Broward County Commission's resolution to oppose the proposal of the exploratory drilling well, and will put 
the full resources of the County against this. 
(Applause.) 

Speaking as a private citizen, I have some real problems in reviewing the EIS. There's been a number 

m;ated out, most notable is ffiji,R1,fA.w.i.:,._Uie..rwl,nffi,:i4outa,,§a¥e;;g:,:mmnriid:ii4Af=:mp.rsJiU1 I a 

I think one facet that was not touched on by many of the other speakers, even though I agree with most 
~<f what the others had to say. is .=·=.my;:_=:·· )'·>::>:>=·>' llfi.i.fifia 

_gt, ........................ ,,,..,.,:,.:.;.#wi:t~t:c.:. ... .... . 
South Florida has been buffeted by tremendous growth over the past two decades and is just now beginning 

to get some semblance of a handle on these issues. And to throw something like this into it would just further throw 
it into disarray. Thank you for your time this evening, gentlemen. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: 
Thank you for your testimony. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Julia Jones. 
Julia Jones. Going once. Going twice. 
A VOICE: Here she comes. 
MS. J. JONES: Good evening. My name is Julia Sue Jones. I live 1014 West Las Olas in Fort 

Lauderdale, 33312. I'm a 72-year resident of Fort Lauderdale. · 
I don't claim to be an expert on oil drilling. I know nothing about i,_t. But there's one thing I do know and 

e~ery person in this room also knows it. This is going to be done by people, and people are not infallible. There 
'will be mistakes. There will be accidents. 

(Applause.) 
, ... MS. J. JONES: Just as sure as I'm sitting here there will be accidents. And as long as we have that 
poss1b1hty, we have no right to take a chance on destroying the Everglades. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is David Hartman. Hartsman. 
David Hartsman. Could be Hauptman. No Mr. Hauptman? Hartsman? 
Tell you what, we'll come back then. Mr. Tim Murphy. 

PH 15 

66 
67 



MR. T. MURPHY: Good evening. Appreciate the opportunity to speak before you this evening. My 
name is Tim Murphy. I'm Deputy Director of the South Florida Regional Planning Council. Offices located at 
3440 Hollywood Boulevard in Hollywood. 

Having obtained a copy of the draft statement just last week, the council staff has not had adequate 

Etytoconducta~proposal. • ~ ·· ~ 115 • 

This proposal has every appearance to run counter to many of the efforts which the Council has stood for 
over the years. Policies contained within the Regional Plan for South Florida which serve to illustrate the general 
concern include the following: 

Policy 81-19 which deals with coordinating management and land use planning efforts specialized 
specifically at enhancing the region's water resources. 

Policy 81-22 dealing with state, regional and local - Excuse me - local government entities protecting the 
water -- Can't read my own writing - water supply affecting Everglades National Park, State park lands and other 
environmentally significant areas. 

Policy 10.2.4, which requires consideration of various plans, including Save Our Everglades, East 
Everglades Resource Planning and Management Committee, implementation of several swim plans. Also, Policy 
14.1.9 which excludes resource extraction activities from environmentally sensitive areas. 

Staff will be conducting a detailed review of the draft environmental impact statement over the next few 
- next several days. 

We'll also seek an action of the Council Board prior to submitting a more comprehensive response and will 
be providing some written comments to you from the Council itself. 

Appreciate the opportunity. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
Next speaker is Jim Fisher. 
MR. J. FISHER: James Fisher. 1912 Trafalgar Drive, Sevem, Maryland. I'm here on Spring Break, and 

I felt that this was pretty much important enough to take a night out of my time to come up here and to tell you 
folks that I oppose this for the obvious reasons. We're talking about a big environmental -

(Applause.) 
We're talking about a pretty big environmental issue here. Florida Everglades are - I know people have 

said it before - are the only ones in the world. They're also an important water supply here in South Florida,and 
we need to keep it that way. We need to protect them. 

Earlier you had said you wanted to get through this as quickly as possible and didn't want to stay here too 
long, but as you can see with the opposition we're ready to stay all night just so show we believe in it. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: So are we. 
MR. J. FISHER: We're ready to fight. Okay? 
Thanks. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Carrie Ying. · 

.1 MS. C. VING: Hi. My name is Carrie Ying. And I don't - I'm not representing anyone except for 
myself as a citizen of Florida. I live at 3613 Loquat Avenue in Miami. 

And I mainly want make one point. And that's although you have a very pretty packet that you put 
together as far as the test exploration, I think the main point and the main concern is the fact that where is this going . i 
to be leading to? We're moving ahead on the question of- if the test site doesn't prove to have any oil there, we'll 
just want to move somewhere else in the Everglades and find more oil.. Or if obviously the test proves to be - if .· 
there's oil in the Everglades, that means that there's more grounds towards more oil wells and so forth. 

Overall, my point is the fact that if we lower our standards to allow oil drilling in the Everglades or oil 
testing in the Everglades, that just makes it a lot easier to stoop lower the next time. 

PH 16 

That's it. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
(Applause.) 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Tom Weiss. 
MR. T. WEISS: I feel like I'm at a Senate Confirmation Hearing. 
My name is Tom Weiss. And my address is 1320 South Dixie Highway, Suite 1140, Miami. 33146. And 

that's my office. 
I'm here today representing Clean Water Action, an environmental organization with over S0,000 members 

in South Florida. 

a.ilM ~~t:~:::!r~lfn~i~~=t~~~~f!u:~~~==iJR)laffiw,tJll~1t~dj§t,,,,vJHant~ 12 6 
' ' From reading through this document I get the impression that the authors don't understand what EIS's are 
supposed to be for. They're supposed to be to determine whether or not the Federal action is going to harm the 
public welfare. 

We are of the opinion that this Federal action, if it went through, would. And we don't see that reflected 
in this document. 
The alternatives analysis in the EIS focuses on where to build a road. I know you've heard this earlier tonight, but 
I want to repeat it. 

;:·:··:::·· 

(Applause.> 
Or how about not drilling for oil period? 
(Applause.) 
The report also misses a key point, we feel. And let's be honest. mc=·:·:::··,-:-:•>:•:•>:<·>:-:-:-:-"<:>:·:·=-.irrr=·=·~>.':,·· raP~!!B: :-:-:-:. ,:.: .... ..,.,.,~d we don't want that. =::''.''':':::.:x:; ........ 

We feel that this document needs to be scrapp an rewritten. mij,if:.·= 
:,,,,,··--··,·:=:,uw~l1!if~===t®J~~imi~dip=:um@#Wf!'!=P.Jflii=l§miltN§~IMMP~t~d\=i!f.'.t. 

·""·'"'·fhls EIS gives the impression that the Everglades is just like any other place, not one of the most 
endangered ecosystems in the world, which, let's be honest, that's what we're dealing with here. .. 

!lntklr:.: ::::·':~:'.'.:li$ .. · .. i.MAAiJJ.1;,if®t)J.lffit;m~Wf.a:;ijfiifflWil}!ii,t,l~,4ilMl~iJffltiK <· 
§§jffi)):ffl: .v........................ . .................. ,.,'!. The water delivery system that's going to be redesigned to help restore the 
Everglades and Florida Bay. 

I have a question that I'd like to ask. If we could take thirty seconds, maybe I could get an answer. 
Do you have any idea what the new water flows are going to be? What they're going to look like in South 

Florida once this water delivery system project goes through? 
MR. ABBEY: I don't. 
MR. T. WEISS: Okay. Have you consulted with South Florida Water Management District on this topic? 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Mr. Weiss, this is not the forum to --
MR. T. WEISS: Okay I'm not trying to be confrontational. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: No. I understand. But the agency is trying to get your input -­
MR. T. WEISS: Okay. 
A VOICE: He can ask a question. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: -- and actually determine whether the environmental impact statement is deficient. 

Representatives from BLM will be here and they'll be happy to talk - talk with you about it. 
MR. T. WEISS: Okay. Let me just state the points. Then I'll stop asking questions. . 

I !Anrd~···~:~~:r= 

. we're of the opinion that this environmental impact statement is not and cannot be complete until that 
analysis has been done. It just seems common sense and it seems to be a fatal flaw. 
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And one other point is that a Interior Secretary Babbitt has called the Everglades, quote, "a test case for 
the entire nation. " He says that what happens here will set the precedent for the entire country. And he has singled 
out the Everglades, our Everglades, as the Clinton Administration's number one priority for developing an 
ecosystem approach to protecting the environment. 

Now, with all due respect to you, Mr. Abbey,::::· ·.':]fi@t:fffili.Hf::t1Bf4\ffi 159 
N,:,p.j![ffi~\&#fdffiiif$dffi~J#.¢W.'*q~Will@ftf ·· We need a clear signal 
from the Clinton Administration on whether or not this project shou go forward.And we think it should not. 

Please let it reflect in the record that the Clean Water Action requests that this decision involve the highest 
levels of the Department of the Interior. 

Thank you for your time. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Diane Petitjean. 
MS. PETITJEAN: My name is Diane Petitjean. I am an officer with the Environmental Coalition of 

Broward County. Our address is 1061 West Oakland Park Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale, 33311. 
_The Coalition will be making a more complete written comment before May 18th, but this evening I would 

like to make two points. 
The first is the impact statement concludes that normal operations of the drilling site will not have a 

si 'ficant effect on wildlife. And I will not ar e about this ar hie conclusion. RiW.®!f:=:tfficfstiffimenHW.b f • Ni,im1@.i4t~{ffl#imlfit~%f¥UtW#IM1.ti!.tM\,$N-i.,wjffl.ijfg~ :•:•:•:•:•:•:•m:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:-:13:-:-:-:•:•>:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•>:•:•:•:•x<•:<•:•:•:<•:•.•.w: 92 
And I guess to be correct I ought to say person-made. 
The EIS does make the claim that the risk of such catastrophes occurring is small. But even if this is true, 

this does not relieve you of the responsibility to assess the consequences of this small risk if it becomes a reality. 
And most of the deficiencies of the impact statement in this regard are omissions. However, I do have two 
examples that are in appendix A-10 on Pages 28 and 29 that illustrate the failure of the impact statement to address 
the consequences of catastrophic events. . 

·,j 

One statement: "Knowledge of methods to clean contaminated water fowl is limited as is actual cleaning , 
experience." I don't find this very reassuring. 

Another statement: "In the case of a major spill, it may be desirable to utiliz.e an independent marine )i 
research company to determine the effect of a spill on aquatic flora and fauna. " " . . ... j 

I would suggest that we ought to utiliz.e an independent marine research company before the spill occurs. , 

I suggest that you recognize the facts of the situation now. , 
And I wanted to illustrate what I see as the consequences of ignoring the impacts -- all of the impacts of 

this site. This is the site we're talking about. If you allow this site, you have virtually automatic permitting of 
other sites. I'll try not to put anything in a conservation area. 

(Laughter.) 
And if you can't see what is shaping up here, I'll draw it for you. If I had the microphone -- I better put 

it down; go over to the easel. 
The site we're talking about this evening is the first nail in the coffin. And this (indicating) is the shape 

of things to come if we approve this environment impact statement. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Ruth Clark. 

PH 18 
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MS. R. CLARK: I'm Ruth H. Clark, 1120 Seminole Drive, Fort Lauderdale. 
I've been studying water issues in Broward County for the last ten years and have been attending many of 

the South Florida Water Management Lower East Coast Water Supply studies and programs. I implore this 
administration not to continue a drilling policy whose cumulative impacts are bound to destroy the World Heritage 
Everglades and its already depleted ecosystem. 

Since this impact statement was started the Army Corps of Engineers and the South Florida Water 
Management District have been trying to arrive at regulatory water levels that will protect the various estuaries and 
presumably will provide enough fresh nutrient-reduced water to Everglades National Park and Florida Bay. 

When and if the new regulatory run goes into effect in May, 1994, conditions in the water conservation 
areas and the canals maybe very different than they have been. Structural changes may be required. 

·· ;;#i1,m,f1¥iil:f.ffl.U!Jtiap~pas#iffiii)m&iffi:gtaliffitt#ffil1J19,e,,w.Mtt=Bqti=!Ji~l9ffi 

The parameters of all the aquifers are not yet well enough defined to be sure that horizontal connections 
or vertical connections could not be found since drainage is all to the east or southeast from the well site above and 
below ground, a risk is involved. The drill site is inundated 55 days of the year. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency bas rated Western Broward a D-zone, which is defined as an area of undetermined but possible 
flood hazards. 

Water conservation area 3-A is inundated 135 days per year now. 
The 325-day time schedule does not all fit into the dry season. 
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monitoring must not exist for 27 spills to be classified as causes - "causes unknown." Twenty-seven spills were 
caused by human error. This is much too risky for the Everglades. 

It is bad enough that the South Florida Water Management's S-140 pumping station next to the well site 
has had a 15,000-gallon diesel fuel spill. It's bad enough that tQ,save Alligator Alley- to save lives, Alligator Alley 
had to be turned into 1-75 where last week a tanker truck driver fell asleep and dumped a tanker of gasoline into 
the borrow canal. 

These - I have a clipping here that shows that the Everglades oil - This goes back to 1988. But it talks 
about two tanker trucks having overturned resulting in oil spills. And it talks about the pipeline at the time leaking 
and causing contamination in the swamp. 

These things are not what we can tolerate. tr··.:,:.-: 
·,:.}iv.ltl!iNWRlih~t¢.M@itffii@J§J.,J'''''·X 

.,,r: The world only bas one Everglades. 
Thank.you. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Julie Doherty. Julie Doherty. 

· MS. J. DOHERTY: Hello. My name is Julie Doherty. Executive Director, Environmental Coalition of 
Broward County. 

·. Please do not allow our Everglades ecosystem to be Shelled. This is a statement I make because looking 
: th~ applicant's SWEPI study definitely tends to cause an outbreak of red flags and quite possibly even a black 

ag if you should allow precedent to be set through this ill-thought-out plan. 
. , . Within this economic-driven study Shell has tried to bombard this agency with its very own facts. The 
· :ppl~cant itself has cut and sewn the cloth of reality to suit its own purposes and needs. This agency must ask the 

pphcant and demand an answer to many questions. 

lffiI!i;;t,W.Jl')\~ti~lilll=;rnsmm&Fii&f'l:WDtigen6JMn'®HisRi&flfselfMSliliilld!l1ijiWij&fuj.tli!JR(ml f 2 6 
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Why is there such a glaring and quite noticeable failure in that the study does not analyze the cumulative 
impacts of oil drilling. 

Why is the execution of some of the notions of this study based on a campaign of acceptance of assumption 
rather than true fact? 

Shouldn't the particulars of an individual situation carry bearing on a case-by-case basis instead of data 
discharged elsewhere? 

There, of course, many other questions and concerns. But, naturally, there would be. 
We already know the feeling of Shell Oil towards our valued Everglades ecosystem as I believe can quite 

aptly be demonstrated even on a low level. If you tum to Appendix A-10, Page 28, letter capital E of your SWEPI 
study, yqu will note that under "water fowl" cleanup, water fowl is spelled W-A-T-E-R F-0-U-L. Shell Oil should 
know. 

In closing -
(Applause.) 
In closing, I and many others would like to see the application denied. But if this is not your interest, 

please ask the applicant to provide you with a supplement that will specifically address those topics the applicant 
has failed to address. And, also, to use the best available data instead of outdated data that tend to mislead. 

Thank you very much. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Steven Ebanks. 
MR. S. EBANKS: Okay. I'm a Florida wildlife sportsman and many of my friends are Florida wildlife 

sportsmen. In the Everglades we harvest deer, wild hog, ducks, freshwater fish, etcetera. My two old sons and 
I enjoy hunting and fishing so much that I purchased a lifetime license. 
" , . ,,., I work f<>.r the City of Fort Lauderdale's Utility Department in one of its -ini~.?W:)'.,y.'.~~e.:wat~rtreatment 
plant. And experience has taught me this: Safety rules are good and precautionary measures are good to prevent 
harm to the natural environment. They're produced with good intentions. 

But let me remind you of the worst-case scenarios that commonly occur. But first notice what is stated 
on Page S-8, Section 43, Geology and Soils. 

Okay. "No significant impacts on the geological environments are expected." 
Now, back to the worst-case scenarios. 
Human error. Look how often we hear about it through the media and how sad is the extent of damage 

that is often occurred. 
Second, sabotage. Many times all it takes is a dispute between an employer and an employee and who pay 

for the person's angry rage? The animals and the plant life. 
Third, natural disasters. As mentioned earlier by one of the speabrs and then the sad excuse. Citizeru;, 

you have to agree that the situation with the storm was just one that was beyond our control. Now, in opening, one 
of you gentlemen read off that the desired test drilling would cause no harm to the ecology other than temporary 
disturbances. The three points that I just discussed reveal the emptiness of the statement. Here's an analogy. My 
wife once asked a life insurance salesman that was attempting to sell us a plan that would build up .equity what 
would happen to our money if this company went bankrupt? He had to admit that we'd be on the losing end. 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony, Mr. Ebanks. 
The next speaker is Thomas D. Martin. Mr. Martin? Okay. We'll come back to Mr. Martin. 

Oliver. 

PH20 

MR. J. OLIVER: Good evening. My name is John Oliver. I'm born and raised in Florida. I live in 
North Miami Beach presently. 

Now, One of you mentioned earlier that you had considerable feedback already before this hearing tonight 
concerning this issue. And I'd like to know from that feedback what percentage is in favor of drilling and what 
percentage is against drilling? 

MR. ABBEY: I can't give you that figure. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Why can't you give it to me? If you had so much feedback, don't you have some kind 

of statistical count? 
MR. ABBEY: The majority of the people are against it. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Okay. Thank you. Also, as representatives from the Federal Government I was 

wondering: Were you put into your position in the former Republican Administration? Or were you put into these 
positions by the Democrats? 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir, as I said, this is not an adversarial proceeding. Mr. Abbey is not here -
MR. J. OLIVER: I'm not attempting to be adversarial -
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: - under cross-examination. He is a career civil servant. I can tell you that. 
.MR. J. OLIVER: Okay. The reason I ask is after having read Vice President Al Gore's book on the 

environment, I find it rather ironic that the Federal Government would do anything to encourage drilling in the 
Everglades. 

And I also consider it, to speak rather bluntly, a complete betrayal of the public trust to think that you 
would actually seriously consider doing such a thing. 

There's been a lot of complaints about the EIS being poorly prepared, but I managed to find an item of 
profound truth in the report. And that's on Table 4-2. Do you have the table before you? 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: 
(Shakes head, indicating negative response.) 
MR. J. OLIVER: And the summary. 
MR. ABBEY: I know the one you're talking about. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Basically along the top you have exploratory drilling and then along the left column is 

water resources. Basically showing the impact that exploratory drilling would have on water resources. And 
basically it says that accidental contaminant release could affect water quality. Now, I'd like to you elaborate, if 
you could, to what ext.eat would it .be con~minated? 

MR. ABBEY: I'll be happy to answer your questions after the hearing is over with. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Why don't you do it now? 
MR. ABBEY: Because I'm not. . 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir, as I said, the purpose of hearing on the record is to get the views of the 

people here today. · 
MR. J. OLIVER: This is part of my view. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: That's fine. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Is to ask the question to try to find out the information. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: You're more than welcome to stay here. You're more than welcome to state 

your views. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Listen, I have aright to ask a question and expect an intelligent answer. This is 

ridiculous. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Sir -­
A VOICE: It is ridiculous. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: -- the people from BLM will be here after the hearing. 
MR. J. OLIVER: Well, why don't they just answer it now? 

· JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: They had an open house today. They had an open house today. Which I told 
you before. Now we are trying to get --

A VOICE: Well, we were working today. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: If you don't wish to express your views, there are a lot of other people here that 

do. And I'd like to get through to give everyone the opportunity --
MR. J. OLIVER: All right. I will do that. 
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JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: -- to do that. 
MR. J. OLIVER: All right. I will express my views. First of all, I won't be using Shell gasoline any 

more. 
(Applause.) 
Secondly, I'd like to go ahead and appoint a committee from the Federal Government to examine the 

situation more closely. And, well, basically it will be a combination of the Federal Government and the people in 
this room. And as the chairman of the committee I'd like to name our Vice President Al Gore. And as members 
of the committee we will all get in touch with Mr. Al Gore either through letters or through the telephone, speak 
to his representatives, and get the point across to him that we're very disappointed that an administration in which 
he's the Vice President would seriously consider drilling in the Everglades. Especially after having his read his 
book, you know, which is so strongly supportive of the environmental movement. 

Basically, it seems that the Federal Government still hasn't learned bow Floridians feel about oil drilling. 
You should have learned a long time ago from the offshore oil drilling resistance. 

I can guarantee you that if Floridians will become very enraged about this particular issue and we will not 
allow to you drill in the Everglades. 

_Thank you. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Paul Barnes. 
A VOICE: Who? 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Mr. Barnes. Paul Barnes. 
No Mr. Barnes. We'll come back to him. 
The next speaker is Lori - Is it Sbeene? 
MS. L. SHIVER: (Standing) It's Laurie Shiver. I'm a resident of the Fort Lauderdale. I was born in 

Florida. I came here to talk logically. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Excuse me. Could you spell -
MS. L. SHIVER: I don't care to sit at your table. I'm Laurie, L-A-U-R-1-E, S-H-1-V-E-R. You have 

it from last year. Address is the same. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you. 
MS. L. SHIVER: I did have something to say, a logical conclusion to reach, which we discussed last year, 

like a lot of these good people did. But, you know, this isjust anotherJ:>9gus hea~g. The only reason all these 
good people showed up is so the press doesn't report that none ofus care, that no one showed. 

Now, obviously, you're going to go ahead with your plan like you said in here. We gave you a year to 
reach the logical conclusions. You did not. 

All that means anything in this report is potential risk. Like the potential risk that was in Alaska, that was 
off the coast of the Spain, that was in the Mississippi River last week. 

Now all you understand is money. All that Shell understands is money. So you report back to Shell Oil 
that from now on these good people, all their friends, will be showing up at Shell oil stations in Florida with signs 
that say that panthers and oil don't mix, and that the Florida Everglades is not to be treated like this. 

How do you think their customers are going to feel when we tell them that Shell is destroying the 
Everglades? That's where it counts for Shell. That's what we're going to do. You can count on it. 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Rosalyn Sherry. 
MS. R. SHERF: My name is Rosalyn Sherf. I live at 1060 Tyler Street, Hollywood, Florida. I'm here 

as a private citizen. I do belong to several groups. I'd also like to think I'm here speaking on behalf of the animals 
that can't speak. 

And I'm also here, I guess, representing over 500 people who signed an Earth First Boycott Shell petition 
that well submit to you. Many of these people wrote their comments which are very important. 

In regards to your EIS statement there are several things I question. One is you seldom mention - they 
seldom mention in the EIS the Everglades ecosystem. They call it the "project site" or the "study area." This is 
a World Biosphere Reserve. It is probably not the only one in this world, but the only one in the universe. 

PH22 

The oil that we have gotten in the past from Florida through 48 years of oil drilling could be produced by 
OPEC within four-and-a-half days. So the amount of oil in the past that's been gotten out of Florida bas been very 
minimal. There is also problems since 1972 in which a 163 gallons of crude oil have been spilled in Florida and 
a 120,000 gallons of plant-killing brine. 

More than 81 spills have occurred in South Florida. In 1989 in Collier City there was a 21,000 gallon oil 
leak soaking sandy soil four-feet deep. There is no reason to believe that this would not happen again had it - bad 
Shell be drilling in the Everglades. 

Last year when we were at the hearing we brought up - one of the things we brought up was: MiMwm 

Everglades. 
There have also been 33 leaks along two miles of a 20-year old pipeline that goes through the Big Cypress 

National Reserve. Most of this has been in a foot or more of water. You not only have the oil, but you have the 
brine, the drilling fluids, the hydrogen sulfide gas, which is also used when drilling for oil. 

.One gallon of petroleum could taint one million gallons of drinking water. And, as you see, oil and water 
do not mix. 

In regards to the wildlife there is really no good clean-up plan when you look at the EIS statement. They 
stated that they have accompany in Atlanta that they will notify should a spill occur, and that they are depending 
on Federal and State agencies to clean up. That people from the Clean Gulf Association from Louisiana will come 
and help clean up our wildlife. 

They have not talked to the people down here that have been in charge of cleaning up wildlife. I know 
one center who has been certified and trained said they could not handle an oil spill in the Everglades with the 
magnitude of wildlife that would be endangered. 

The other thing we've learned through the Gulf War is many of the birds see this shiny sheen thinking it's 
water and they land on it. And then they're stuck in oil. And then thousands of birds die. 

We have lost 95 percent of our wading bird population in Florida. We could lose the last five percent in 
a bad oil spill. 

The EIS also talks about doing a pre-damage survey, but they didn't say which -whether citizens, the 
government or Shell was· going to pay for these surveys. 

The other important thing that they have not noted and someone is here who is going to speak on this who 
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: -== I have been told by government officials that we have spent 73 million dollars on preserving the panther. 
I cannot believe that will we would now waste all of that money by endangering the panther even further with the 
oil drilling, with the people, with the roads and with the machinery. · 

In your - in the EIS statement on Page 4-55 it says, quote, "The increase inactivity may discourage use 
of the area by young males, but this area is not routinely utilized by panthers." 

That is a mistake. It is utilized by panthers. 
The other thing, we shouldn't even have this meeting. There should be no - no question that we should 

not be drilling in the Everglades. 
(Applause.) 
Because it is our one and only Everglades. 
And last, but not least, I, too, was in the room when Secretary Babbitt made the promise and made all the 

co~ents about the Everglades. I heard him with my own ears say what he said. And I urge everyone to call him 
at his office, area code 202, 208-7351. 

Thank you. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
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MS. R. SHERF: Signatures. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Brian Sherf. 
MR. B. SHERF: My name is Brian Sherf. And I'm at the same address as my wife, of course. Every 

time I come to one of these hearings and the citizens are called on to rescue the environment from some hair brain 
scheme, I think back to the statement that Ansel Adams made. He was the great landscape photographer who took 
many beautiful photographs of Yosemite. And he said, "It's horrifying that we have to fight our own government 
in order to save the environment." The draft -

(Applause.) 
The draft EIS misses the whole point. To rephrase the Clinton campaign slogan, "It's the ecosystem, 

stupid." Or more precisely, "The Everglades, stupid." 
The issue here is not technology, but the integrity and survival of one of the most threatened ecosystems 

OD earth. ...... :!:: ~·=:=·=·mr.t ................ ,~ .. ·::>:•:*:,:,:,:,:::··.::!~!!If( ·=·=·::·:::::::::~: ''ff.,T ,.. 113;. 

To illustrate the concept of the cumulative impacts imagine the Everglades ecosystem as large, delicately 
woven tapestry. Each negative impact suffered by the impact over the years can be symbolized by the removal of 
a thread 9r threads depending on the scale of the impact or action. 

Each agency has in the past claimed that its proposed action will only remove one thread and will not have 
noticeable effects upon the tapestry. But it is the combined effect of all these individual actions that results in the 
insidious loss of so many threads that over time the tapestry, like the Everglades, becomes thread bare. 

Ecosystems such as the Everglades are not destroyed in one great cataclysm; they are destroyed 
incrementally, one piece at a time, slowly over decades or centuries. Changes to the ecosystem often come so 
slowly that only the most careful observer would notice them until it was too late. A good example of this is the 
recent ecological collapse of Florida Bay. 

In order to restore the Everglades we have to get to the root of the problem, which is faulty, piecemeal, 
decision-making process used by government agencies. According to Lance Olson (phonetic) agencies that divides 
the decision-making process that chips away the ecosystems little by little. This faulty process sets up ecosystems 
for further incremental destruction. Agencies argue that their single proposed action by itself cannot significantly 
jeopardize an entire ecosystem. 

The BLM and related agencies typically ignore the rest of AN ecosystem and the detrimental cumulative 
effects that have occurred over the. decades.. This systematic process allows agencies to get their pet projects 
rubber-stamped while circumventing the responsibilities to maintain ecosystem health and integrity. Agencies treat 

eachsuchaction~ .. .. 11~ 
................... Page S-S an J.:f state: The EIS includes analysis of a direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of proposed 
action and alternatives. 

Page 4-60 describes the area of the proposed action, and I quote, "the Everglades ecosystem," unquote. 
Therefore, the affected environment is the Everglades ecosystem. But, incredibly, Section 3.0: The 

affected environment does not adequately describe how the Everglades ecosystem functions nor the cumulative 
impacts such as drainage, urbani2:ation, agricultural development and ·other aspects including the ever-expanding 
highway network like 1-75 that have caused the Everglades' incremental destruction. Consequently, throughout the 
document description and analysis is limited largely to this one five-acre site. By utilizing the strategy of defining 
an area as narrowly as possible, agencies greatly increase the odds of a no-significant-impact finding. 

~~A~,~!~ ,.::;.t;. 
This is really sloppy work. Oil exploration has considerable cumulative effects. Briefly, at each targe 

area. There is, number one, exploration impacts, laying seismic lines, destruction of vegetation by survey vehicles, 
human encroachment, etcetera. Even if no well is even drilled. 
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. . . Number two, ther~'s development impacts. Fill material, alteration of surface water flow, laying pipelines, 
elumnabon of more vegetation, construction of tank batteries, separation equipment, access roads, continuous noise 
and human presence. 

Nu~ber three, production impacts. Maintenance and human activity. Throughout the whole life spell of 
the well which could last 20 to 30 years. We'll have more disturbance of wildlife and the possibility of spills. 

And, lastly, number four, as recovery impacts more people and equipment are brought to the site to remove 
production equipment. 

Exploration roads then often remain as ORV trails resulting in continued human encroachment and 
environmental damage of the ecosystem. The cumulative impacts are likely to be significant when hundreds of other 
past,present and likely future wells are factored in and have been drilled in the Everglades ecosystem since the early 
1940s. 

If Dames & Moore had done their job and had a map of the cumulative impacts that showed the sites of 
each pro~uction well an~ each _dry well ~d where the seismic lines have been laid and where the exploration roads 
were, this_ ~p would like a piece of SWISS cheese interlaced with spaghetti. 

elfa!l#.1 . ·····.t :.ffl:i:~i1mti:imj1imfdimffl4J!=isiQg:i?M&~tm!i 112 
D~recttonal drilling is advocated in the propo·sed actioii:"increases the risk of a spill. Over the last 20 years 

ov~r 81 spdls~a~e been recorded. 163'.000 gallons of oil and 120,000 gallons of brine. And then we really have 
a ~ime bomb t~cking out here:Conservation Area 3. We have this 20-year old Sunniland pipeline which runs across 
this area. ';fhi~-three leaks were found. Most likely the proposed action would utilize this pipeline at one time 
or another if oil was found. The draft paints a misleading picture as to the probability of a spill. 

lili.lll;I;;;I: ... ... . ... · ~,~mt 113 
And, again, for the audience, the people that love the Everglades, if you didn;iget thai'°phone nu;b;r for 

the Secretary of Interior, Bruce Babbitt, it's area code 202,phone number 208-7351. And tell him you don't want 
oil drilling in the Everglades. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J, L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Kat Dees, who may or may not be related to Katherine Dees. 
A VOICE: She's coming. 

MS. K. DEES: Not used to props. My name is Katherine Dees. I'm the Executive Director of Save the 
Florida Panther. And I'm here today to ask that this permit be denied. 

Prin:u1rily ~ecause w~, at Save the Florida Panther, are very much concerned about the few remaining 
panthers. This Habitat Protection Plan map shows ten years' worth of telemetry of Florida panthers. They range 
from way up here around the Myakka/Peace River down here to the model (phonetic) land basins which very close 
to southeast of Homestead. 

These cats go all over. They always have and hopefully we'll let them continue. It's an abomination to 
see ~ese two together. It will impact the panther. There's no doubt about that. I don't know what's wrong with 
the Fish and Wildlife Service on this one. · 

In here the Habitat Protection plan - Has anybody seen this by the way? And have you reviewed it? 
MR. ABBEY: (Nods head, indicating affirmative response.) 
MS. K. DEES: Did you consult with these people? 
Okay, On Page 84 of the Habitat Protection Plan it discusses the Miccosukee Indian Reservation. 

~tho~gh not specifically managed for the Florida panther and other endangered species, the Miccosukee. Reservation 
:t~Ject to ~11 Fed~ral Endangered Species regulations. This mostly undeveloped tract provides habitat for many 

dhfe species, which completely goes against what I found inhere (indicating). Okay? 

h We're looking at 72 million dollars worth of work that's been put into the saving the Florida panther We 
ave State re rts h · · th , . po , we ave pnvate reports, we have Federal reports. And they go on and on and on. And what 
ey re trymg to do is bring back the Florida panther; not to continue to harass it and take it and harm it. 

Watt. Does anybody remember this man (indicating photo)? This is a ten-year old Newsweek. This is James 
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A VOICE: Jimmy. 
MS. K. DEES: Does this remind you of anything? Ten years ago this man lost his marbles, and I think 

we got same situation happening here. 
Now, I'm not trying to be antagonistic. I care about these cats. I'm not here for my health. Everyday 

I see chipping and chipping and chipping away at the habitat of these cats. 
Drilling is - is incomprehensible in the Everglades. And it's not just the Florida panther. The panther is 

essentially the symbol for the organization. And it's the symbol for the situation that we find ourselves in the 
Everglades. 

And I'd really like to see this permit denied because what I see happening is if it is, indeed, allowed to go 
forth, it's just going to open the way, pave the way for continued drilling in this area. Continued decimation of 
already contaminated and stressed habitats. 

It's extremely important that you deny this. And I would like to ask the Miccosukees to please think about 
the fact. that this cat is one of the clan animals of your tribe. And if Shell is offering you that much money, every 
single person in this room will be happy to come up with a way to reimburse you for that so that you don't drill 
in that land. 

Thanks. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Chris Lagros. Larosa. 
MS. C. LAROSA: Can I ask a question first? 
Are you guys BLM or are you Shell and Bureau of Land Management? 
JUDGE J. "L. BYRNES: I'm with the Office of Hearings and Appeals for the Department of the Interior. 
MS. K. DEES: You're with the BLM? 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: No. 
MR. ABBEY: I'm Bureau of Land Management. 
MR. C. LAROSA: You're BLM. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: And Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
MR. C. LAROSA: BIA, BLM. No Shell. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: No. 
MR. C. LAROSA: Okay. Who commissioned this? 

,. · · : · ·JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: It - As I understand, it was commissioned by the Bureau of Land Management. 
MR. C. LAROSA: Bureau of Land Management commissioned it. Okay. The big problem I have here 

is, see, oil and gas exploration in this country is based on risk versus reward. Okay. I see a whole book full of 
risk. 

m«¥Au1a1@:-;faw.,1.-tt.a!,,Jt#it):Wft+1 
Do the Indians stand to gain? · 
Does South Florida stand to gain? 
Does it mean that we're going to have better schools here? 
I mean, the risks are phenomenal. I mean you look at your own words here. In Appendix A-9, wildlife 

report, all right, Page S, they address the American alligator. I'm go~g to read verbatim: 
Large increases in population levels of alligators have resulted in downgrading its protected status. Former 

Federal listing has been maintained as threatened only because the alligatorresembles the American crocodile, an 
endangered species. Crocodile distribution is almost entirely coastal in extreme Southern Florida (McDermott, 
1978), so the probability of confusing an alligator for a crocodile in the vicinity of Page 116 this project is 

I( 

negligible. . 
What does it say about the American alligator? That we're not going to confuse it with crocodile doesn't '.:: 

have anything to do with what's going to happen. 
The other thing that's real interesting is in your hydrology report, Appendix A-6. 
Give me a second here. I'll find it. Okay. ,. 
Okay. Page 42. 70-100 feet below land surface, (Fish, 1980) at Section EE: Indicates the gray limestone ;. 

aquifer along the west side of Broward County extends more than 130 feet below sea level, Figure 11. As indicated } 
previously, this aquifer represents the only major source of fresh groundwater in the area of the Miccosukee S; 
Reservation. 
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. Th_ey're the only people that stand to lose substantially. They're the only people that are tied to anything 
that's irretnevably bound to this well. If this well fails, if you have a contamination, they're the people who have 
no fresh water. 

What's there remuneration? Where's the risk reward? They're putting at risk their water. What are they 
making? I don't see anything hereabout.- Where is the nearest well that has anywhere from - from - from ground 
zero to 1500 feet below sea level, where 1s the nearest well that's producing commercial quantities of hydrocarbons? 
Does any of you know? 

MR. ABBEY: The nearest well? 

MR. C. LAROSA: Nearest well com -producing commercial quantities of hydrocarbons high? 
MR. ABBEY: Would be in Raccoon Point. Big Cypress. 
MR. C. LAROSA: Where is that? 
MR. ABBEY: Big Cypress. 
MR. C. LAROSA: Big Cypress. How far is it? Mile? Half mile? A thousand feet? 
MR. ABBEY: Over ten miles. 

MR. C. LAROSA: This is rank wildcat then. Right? So you got a rank wildcat and you're putting at risk 
the aqui(er of an entire population for a rank wildcat? What - what- what - what are recoverable resources? What 
have they recovered from Raccoon Point? 

MR. ABBEY: I don't have those quantities. 
MR. C. LAROSA: You don't know what they recovered? 
MR. ABBEY: Yeah. 

MR. C. LAROSA: So what are we talking about potentially here? We got an unquantifiable return for 
a quantifiable risk. 

I mean, is that the way we do business in America? Maybe that's why the Japanese are kicking our ass. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Madeline Blair. 

MS. M. BLAIR: I'm Madeline Blair from the Florida Turtle Society. I founded it and I'm President. 
I agree with everybody that's against the well being put in for the reasons they state. But also one person 

mentioned that i~'s ~oing to be shipped out of here, I guess out of Port Everglades eventually. Our reefs are in bad 
shape now. This 1s from a Navy seal man who has been down there and seen it. And I'm not talking about 
Penn~kamp. Off of Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood there are sections of the reef that are dying now. The sewer 
-the city sewerage goes out the big thing, you know, that got ruptured awhile back. It should becoming out of there 
cleat. You shouldn't be able to see any difference. He has been out there and seen matter coming out of the pipe. 

All the old hotels, they have pipes going out to the ocean and they dump. 
. So we got t_hat killing the reefs in sections. Now all we need to do is have a ship go out there and have 

an _accident. Also, like people say, you 're going to have a lot of animals killed when you have men and equipment 
go~g hack and forth day and night. And they'll probably be working at night. You're going to have a lot of 
animals killed. 

. The animals are going to be scared away, a lot of them that the panthers live on, and that's going to be 
a big problem. I don't know why we can't -- I thought we were supposed to push for having propane vehicles in 

•· the future. I thought we were going to be passing a law soon where we coqld convert our vehicles to propane and 
would be very, you know, extremely clean. You go by these dumps at night and got pipes coming out and you can 
see the methane being burned. 

Why can't we go, like they say, FP&L isn't, you know, until they can get their little hooks into it for 
·money you' t · · · ou' re. no gomg to see any kind of solar energy being used. It's just a shame. And you damage the water 
~. re damagmg your-your lower life, your frogs and your turtles. And there's so much that lives out there. You 

mage all these animals. And it's a chain reaction. And you're just going to be killing a lot of animals eventually. 
'd · 

1 
And that's about all I have to say. That I'm against it and I represent a lot of people. And why can't we 

·,a:.e op -- I ~k you -- We've allowed strip mining and then we had to have a big battle to make them fill in the 
· and tum 1t back to a somewhat normal landscape. 

au· We have problems in little Everglades with flooding. Then they say we got to kill the deer and kill the 
igators because they're going to die anyway. 
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You want to put wells in there and everything, but you don't talk about anything they're going to do to help 
the environment. 

Why aren't they building some kind of big storage area out there where they can store this water instead 
of flushing it out into the ocean when we get too much out there because in the rainy season, like if we have -
Every three years or so we have 16 inches of rain, and then we're pumping it out into the ocean. We need to stop 
that. And they say, "Oh, we can't do that." 

Well, you know, why don't you put your money into developing a situation where you can save it and store 
it and back-bump it instead of only pumping it one way. 

So that's about all I have say. That I'm against it, and a lot of people I know are. 
JUDGE J, L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. · 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Karen Power. Karen Power. 
MS. K. POWER: I didn't know I was supposed to speak. 
Well, I'm Karen Power and I'm a tortoise. And I live in Davie. And I had to move out into the 

Everglades because a lot of the people moved to where I live. So I had to move out there, which is fine, because 
I like to Jiave people around me. But if they start digging for oil, I'm going to die because I'm too small and little 
to run away as fast as maybe the deer. So I really wish you would reconsider or Shell would consider that we don't 
need oil. 

That's all. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J, L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. The next speaker is Bernard Yokel. 
MR. B. YOKEL: Mr. Abbey and members of the panel, my name is Bernard Yokel. I'm President of 

the Florida Audubon Society and I'm here representing the Society. 
I thank you for this opportunity. The Audubon Society is the oldest and the largest environmental 

organization in Florida with forty thousand members in 46 chapters distributed throughout Florida. 
I don't envy you your task tonight. This is a difficult job. But it's - I suppose it's something that has to 

be done. But I must say I share the frustration and the sense of outrage that I think you heard in this audience i 
tonight. I 

I don't really believe we need to be here. I think the answer to this question is - is rather obvious and to ;I 
belabor it is in some - to some extent a waste of time. , , .. :, , .. ·, 

Florida Audubon joins its chapter Broward Audubon Society in opposing this project. And you heard from 
Barbara Ziess earlier with those - with that position. 

Over 20 years of exploration in South Florida has produced over 200 exploratory wells, but this one is / 
different. For the first time in modem history there will be oil exploration under the water conservation areas. This 
constitutes an intrusion. Should this well produce economic deposits of hydrocarbons, there's going to be increasing 
commercial pressure for production pads within water Conservation 3-A and perhaps other water conservation areas 
depending on the quality and the volume of the find. 

The Everglades system from Orlando to Florida Bay has been drained, ditched, diked, flooded, polluted, 
fragmented, mismanaged and generally exploited for the convenience and profit of others often with little thought '! 
to the consequences locally or downstream. 

This destruction has been aided and abetted, unfortunately, by ,Federal, State and local government 
agencies. The permits have been granted and the destruction goes forwards. 

The Federal Government is reviewing here tonight another permit to intrude on the Everglades system . 
involving some of the most sensitive habitats remaining south of Lake Okeechobee. ;' 

If the Federal Government is sincere about protecting the Everglades - And I would like to think that the i 
Clinton Administration has made some commitments in that direction - then let the protection start here. · 

Florida Audubon has discussed the concept of this well, the idea of slant drilling with Shell representatives :1 

in the past. And we have said, Well, if - if there is no intention to put pads actually in the water conservation area, J 
where the South Florida Water Management District has in the past rejected those applications, if there is no i 
intention, then commit to that up-front. Indicate that there will be no permits issued to actually drill in the water,;: 
conservation areas. 
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Shell Oil has refused to make those commitments. And I think that - that suggests that there is at least 
consideration of that opportunity should the exploratory efforts prove fruitful. 

You've heard a lot about the cumulative impacts and the deficiencies in that section. I would underscore 

:~ ~~~ts and be more specific, but there is-'. -
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We join Broward Audubon in strongly opposing the issuance of this permit. 
Thank you. 
(Applause.) 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
Next speaker is Jackie Malloy. Jackie Malloy. 
Okay. Brian Anderson. Brian Anderson. No Brian Anderson. 
That will be a switch. 
Mike Scott. Mike Scott. 
_Mark Shore. 

MR. M. SHORE: Good evening. I'm Mark Shore. I'm here on behalf of myself. I live in Ft. 
Lauderdale and I live at 500 Northeast 17th way. 

. It do~'.t take a roc~et ~ientist to read and understand data which has been accumulated over the years 
showmg the s1gmficant detenorabon to the Everglades, expanding nutrient fronts from agricultural runoffs have 
caused o~yge°:-de~leting an~ suff~ting al~ae blooms. Backwater fish are showing signs of mercury poisoning and 
oth~r toxic po1so~g. E~tlre species o! bir~ ~ave been decimated. In fact, there was an figure brought up here 
tomght. As alarmmg as 1t sounded tomght, 1t s sounded just as alarming every time I've heard it or read it. 95 
percent - 95 percent of the Everglades wading birds have disappeared since the tum of the century. 

I've canoed and camped in the Everglades for the last 25 years, I can tell you that I have experienced 
firsthand the unsubtle and the progressive diminution in the water quality and the depletion of the animals species 
in the Everglades. 

The Everglades is in critical health. Some would say it's dying. 
Drilling for oil in the Everglades is akin to kicking one who is already down and mortally wounded. 
Shame on you to the Miccosukee Indian leadership for attempting to put blood money from our mother 

earth ahead of what should be the uncompromised protection and preservation of our unique and precious· 
Everglades. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is David - is it Michayluk? M-1-C-H-A-Y-L-U-K. 
MR. D. MICHAYLUK: I don't know why you have this thing set up. For one thing people can't see 

what you're talking about. They can't see your faces. 

What really matters here are the people out here. Unfortunately most of them have left because a lot of 
the people have tended to be a little long-winded and people tend to lose sight of the reason why we're here. 

We don'! want this in Florida. It's bad. Just plain bad. And I don't know why you people are sitting 
here. You look like you should take Vivarin or something to get interested in what we have to say here. 

Bottom line is the bottom line. Nobody wants this here. It is not good for the environment. It has never 
been good for th: environment anywhere they've ever done any type of drilling or activity of this sort. 

I mean, Just the fact that you 're here, I feel you ought to be ashamed of yourselves that you 're even giving 
any of this validity. · 

h What are you going to tell your children when you get older, if your children say, Daddy, what's a Florida 
pant er? What's a manatee? 

1 wo 1 ~ouldn't you like your kids to see that? I know everybody out here, they'd like their children to see that. 
u d like my unborn children to see that. 

And I can tell you one thing for sure. If things like this happen, it's not going to be here in the future. 
(Applause.) 
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JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: The next speaker is Mark Schram. S-C-H-R-A-M. 
MR. M. SCHRAM: I reside at 4940 Southwest 12th Street in Margate. And I have to say let me 

apologize my for my less-than-corporate attire. I wasn't really aware this was going to be open public forum. 
To begin with, I don't think that you will find anybody - you won't find anyone who is more committed 

or supportive of the rights of any Native American to manage their own interests. That the BIA is still under the 
historically useless eye of the Department of the Interior is a continuing travesty. History will bear that as true. 

I was born in the State of Louisiana. I grew up with an oil well in my backyard. And I've see the impact 
both economically and ecologically to my former home and to the Mississippi delta in general. The drilling in the 
Gulf of Mexico and throughout the entire south end of the state while deemed environmentally safe when it was first 
begun has turned into nothing more than a murder for the estuaries and Echafaline (phonetic) basin in general. 

While not entirely all of this is due to drilling exclusively, the added trafficking management and 
exploration that is associated with this business is part of the slow death. 

The bottom line: You cannot pay me to eat an oyster that has been raised in the delta. If this well is 
permitted, it will be dangerous premonition of Louisiana in the 1930s. 

Please do not endanger the Biscayne Aquifer. Do not endanger the Everglades. Do not endanger my 
current home. Partially in closing, please refer to your own handbook currently received here, Draft, Page 460, 

!;!~ under ~ve 1-ts. Cumulative~ some sort of a summary. Third paragmph. '·= · ~ 1
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I Give me a bottom-line 
definition. M;ybe everybody here would have a different opinion of 'ffiiidease being g·;;;ted. 

If anyone is so concerned about the financial stability of the Miccosukee Nation, they should support their 
constitutional rights they're gambling and remind them their future is tied to the land. The sale of the land was 
foreign to native Americans prior to the arrival of the Europeans. It should remain so. 

In the pacts, treaties and agreements forced upon native Americans and consequently broken by United 
States Government - Who, by the way, technically is still at war with the Miccosukees and Seminoles - a phrase 
that was always placed on the bottom these pacts and agreements reads as follows: So long as the water shall flow 
and the grass shall grow. If this well is granted, no one can guarantee that the waters will flow and that the grass 
will grow. 

(Applause.) 
Thank you for your attention. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Cara Campbell. 
MS. C. CAMPBELL: My name is Cara Campbell and I live at 213 Southeast 10th Street in Fort 

Lauderdale. 
I'm here to speak for myself and for more than 3500 members of the Animal Rights Foundation of Florida, 

and for those who have no voice here. I noticed, too, that the wildlife section of the impact summary no test here 
will be a, quote, "minor disturbance from humans and their noise." 

Calling humans a "minor disturbance" to any environment may be the understatement of the eighties. And, 
please, we shouldn't be patronized that way. 

On behalf of the members of the ARF as well as on behalf of members of non-human animals whose 
homes, food sources and lives are threatened by this proposal and who cannot speak for themselves, I hope you will 
not allow this drilling for it further endangers the Everglades and its inhabitants. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Phyllis Briglio. 
MS. P. BRIGLIO: My name is Phyllis Briglio. I live at 507 North Rainbow Drive in Hollywood. 
Some of the other people who have been up here speaking before me have very eloquently stated their 

position on saving the animals, saving the birds, all of the wildlife of the Everglades. 
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I wish to emphasize very strongly here that even though Shell may do away with the panther, do away with 
the alligators and the egrets and the herons and everything else in the Everglades, perhaps the argument can be that 
we can live without all of these little niceties in our lives. Fine. 

But we certainly need water, clean water, in order to survive ourselves. 
Now, Mr. O'Toole earlier was the only speaker who was for the drilling. His argument was that we were 

taking away the right of the Miccosukee to do what be wishes with his land. That may be all well and good. But 
their right to contaminate our ecosystem, to mess up our aquifer, directly affects everyone here and everyone in 
South Florida. Their drinking water could become contaminated and what affects one area of the Everglades will 
automatically have an impact on the rest of us. 

Now, Mr. O'Toole did admit that be owns a little piece of land in the Everglades, and that he was 
concerned about the legacy to his children. I would like to address Mr. O'Toole, if he is still here, and state that 
he should be more concerned with the legacy of their good health and good drinking water and what kind of legacy 
he's leaving to his children by being more concerned with lining his pockets than in anything else. 

About in 1980 I used to work for Channel 10 News, and I put together a series on our water. Our drinking 
water. It came as a shock to me to find out that when I tried to get information from officials, I very often had 
to threaten them with the Freedom of Information Act. And I subsequently found out that we're all ingesting 
trihalomethanes, which is a carcinogen, and we have all kinds of pollutants, heavy metals, etcetera, and so many 
of our wells are already contaminated. How far is this going to go? 

I'm all for the boycott of Shell. I'm all for any efforts anyone can make that would stop Shell from 
proceeding with this drilling. 

Thank you very much. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. Have a small technical break here. The next 

speaker is Bill Raymond. Mr. Raymond. 
The next speaker is Craig Offner. Mr. Offner. 
The next speaker is Tim Day. 
MR. T. DAY: My name is Tim Day and I live in Ft. Lauderdale at 1301 Bayview Drive. 
And it seems to me that one of the things that the government should decide is in entering into a partnership 

with Shell -- Which is, I think, what they're doing - they're entrusting very pristine land, some of the most 
beautiful land in _the United States or possibly the world, you~re ~ntrpsting that ~ Shell. And the question I think 
you have to ask 1s: Is Shell a company that the people and the government can trust? · 

And I think the answer is no. Absolutely not. 
Not three months ago Shell Oil pied guilty in Federal Court to conspiring with major oil companies to 

escalate the price of oil and gas during 1973 gas crisis. They pied guilty to that and suffered severe penalties. 
And I think that what that is indicative of is a company that we cannot trust. Who at a time when our 

country was vulnerable, when citizens were lining up for miles to try to get a pint full of gas, Shell was conspiring 
with Exxon and other major oil companies to jack up the price. Of money. And that's really to me what this is 
all about: An attempt by Shell in another fashion to grab an attempt and to try to monetarily benefit. 

Now, they've indicated that the chances of a major oil spill are very, very small. Those were the same 
arguments that Exxon made when they told the Congress and subcommittees and other committees that there was 
no chance of an oil spill in the Prince Edward Sound. When they argued against the double hull for their tankers, 
they made the exact same argument. That the chances of any kind of major spill were next to nil; that they- that 
they - that there was not an opportunity or there would not be a chance of any kind of major oil spill. And we 
know what happened there. 

I think that you have to ask yourself if you can trust a particular company. If you look - And I hope that 
the Bureau of Land Management and the Federal Government has looked at what Shell bas done in South America. 
b Now, as I understand, the laws in South America are not nearly as strict as they are here. But what they 
::u_e ~one in South America is absolutely, totally destroyed the rain forest and other water and ecosystems in South 

enc~. They have been absolutely ruthless in that regard. And they've done so because they know they can get 
away with it. 

· . That shows the mind set. It shows that you have people, a corporation, that doesn't care about the 
environment. They don't care about people. They don't care about water. They don't care about wildlife. 
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They care about money. That's what they care about. And I think that the government needs to be aware 
of who they are thinking about joining in partnership with. 

You wouldn't - any individual, if they were going to redo the interior of their house, they wouldn't hire 
a burglar to do that. 

Well, I think likewise you would not want to entrust the very, very sacred land in the Everglades to a 
criminal, a convicted felon, like Shell. 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Lindy McCallum. 
MS. L. McCALLUM: Hi. My name is Lindy McCallum. I live at 4551 Southwest 46th Street in 

Hollywood, Florida. And I'm a seventh generation Floridian. And that is one of the reasons why I find this entire 
issue so particularly galling because as a Floridian I have seen incredible changes happen to the environment here. 

And this evening you had told several people that this is not supposed to be a confrontational event. But 
I wonder if you understand how frustrated we feel because it seems to us, especially now that we've read this 
(indicating), that you people are not interested in doing a real environmental impact statement. 

Yo~ ~re only ?1terested in giving out something that could be used as a handbook on oil drilling. And, 
personally, 1t Just - It Just completely removes any confidence I have at all in my government. And it makes me 
wonder where this country is headed. 

And I won't be buying Shell products. I haven't bought Shell products since this time last year. And I 
don't know if you all will recall, but a man named Brian Hunt turned his back on you and spoke to the people. 
And I can certainly understand why. 

(Applause). 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
Next speaker is Roderick Terrell. 
MR. R. TERRELL: Good evening. Thank you for a chance to address this panel. 

l1s 

I have a number of things which have probably already been stated, but I'll try to eliminate the ones that 
maybe are not too duplicitous. 

,. Our Everglades have recently been declared a World Heritage site, International Bioreserve and a wetlands ;; 
of international importance. 

They have been diked, drained, averted, dammed and now they are dying. It is from the number of 
cumulative effects. And this is just going to be one more cumulative effect. 

If oil is found in this site, in this exploratory well, it will just be in a number of cumulative effects. 

~fthebiggestwhi~~ 

The exploitation of a poor 
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The alternatives that should have been considered in this draft were which direction the road should go. 
Why no energy alternatives should be considered, because this is a private project, is beyond me with the 

laws that are in place. 
We have mercury contamination. We have excess pollution from the incinerators. We have heavy metals. 

This drilling will bring up more aromatic - hydrocarbons. It's just the effects of it, especially if oil is found, could 
be - could be the last dying - the last thing for the Everglades. And I just really can't understand why we're even 
meeting at this polll:~:,,.~.~~o-~ _a letter to Mr. Abbey last year addressing a number of issues that I feel that this draft 
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'.fhe fiscal costs in return from this project should be weighed against the potential damage it could cause. 
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Someone···;;ra-··95' percent of all Everglades birds have been eliminated in the·''i~t 50 or so years. Five 66 

percent are left. What chance are they going to have if and when Shell finds oil and continues to drill more and 
wells? 

That's all I have to say. I hope that you will go back and tell Mr. Babbitt that we don't need this project 
and that we can live well without it, and so can the Miccosukees. 

Thank you. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker has recorded his presence as "Frankel." If you know who you are,you can step foiward. 

F-R-A-N-K-E-L. 
Okay. Next speaker is Sean Moch, I believe. 
MR. S. MOCH: Testing one, two, three. 
How are you guys doing? 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: It works. Take my word for it. 
MR. S. MOCH: I'm Sean Moch. I live 319 Tarpin Drive, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 33301. I represent 

Save What's Left of Broward Community College. Save What's Left is an organization dedicated to preserving 
the environment. 

I also represent tomorrow, the next generation adults. 
The Everglades is all that South Florida has left. Stoneman Douglas fought so hard to preserve the 

Everglades and all of her work will be lost if drilling occurs in this already delicate ecosphere. 
When it occurs, it will not only kill the Everglades; but it will kill South Florida. The plants, animals and 

ra~ t~ees will be lost forever. The Everglades is the last of the natural habitats. If you kill the Everglades, you 
wdl kill South Florida. Without the balance of the Everglades in our environment, South Florida will become a 
desert wasteland. 

Stop the efforts for drilling. Think of your children and your children's children. They will have to clean 
up our mess after we all leave this planet. So please stop raping mother nature. 

I'm willing to do whatever it takes to preserve the Everglades. If you value your future generations of 
adults to come and children, you should, too. 

Thank you. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Next speaker is Kay Magin. 
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MS. K. MAGIN: My name is Kay Magin. I live at 2460 Southeast Fifth Street. I'm a resident of South 
Florida for the past 15 years. And I implore you not to grant this permit to Shell Oil. Shell Oil - There's been 
so much evidence already presented as to the damage to the Everglades. So I won't repeat any of that. But Shell 
Oil, being a foreign corporation, we can be rest assured none of the Shell Oil executive live here near the 
Everglades. They will not have to put up with the pollution that will occur or the problems or lack of drinking 
water that will occur here in Florida. 

I also would like to - This is an idea of mine. We should implore Shell Oil shareholders to get in touch 
with their corporate boards and find out what their environmental stand is here in Florida. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGEJ. L. BYRNES: Joyce Tamow. 
MS. J. TARNOW: Good evening. My name is Joyce Tamow. And I live at 531 East McNab Road, 

Pompano Beach, Florida. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Excuse me. Is that T-A-R. 
MS. J. TARNOW: T-A-R-N-0-W. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you. 
MS. J. T ARNOW: I have lived in so you had the South Florida for thirty years. I came from the Midwest 

where I had very little knowledge of what a natural environment was like. And coming to South Florida I was 
intrigued by the Everglades and by our oceans, and I have since become a SCUBA diver, a camper and a birder. 

And I really feel that our government is letting us down because I have been active for almost 20 years 
in the environmental movement. I've seen us achieve some legislative protections, and I've seen that we've had 
to go and sue our government to enforce those protections. I don't think we should have to fight the government 
or Shell Oil. 

~- ;iD$1lliliii1C~ 0--~ -
We don't want to lose our coastal reefs. We don't want to lose our Everglades. 
If you've ever been out to Everglades National Park and gone to Pahokee lookout and looked over the span 

of the Everglades, you would see what Marjory Stoneman Douglas wrote~llbout in River of Grass. You would see 
and feel how important it is to get away from all of the buildings and the contraptions of man. And you get out 
in that open air and you see the sky and the clouds and something that is clean and decent. And you see some 
wildlife, what little is left. We can't gamble that away. 

There is no way you can assure us the protection that there won't be accidents that contaminate the 
Everglades. We're talking about something as essential as our water supply in South Florida. People are an 
endangered species in South Florida, and our government is maybe intelligent but it is not wise. The overview is 
that we have got to stop all this energy consumption. Why aren't we doing something about alternative energy 
sources? Why aren't we doing something about enforcing the Clean Air Act and stopping Detroit from building 
these cars that continuously get less and less mileage. 

I think it's time for this government, for the Department of the Interior, for Miccosukee Indians - And 
I've always thought the Indians were at one with their environment. And this is certainly not many compatible with 
being a protected environment. 

I think it's time for the government to do the right thing. We sent Janet Reno to Washington, a South 
Floridian who knows the environment well. And if you all do things to rape our environment, I hope she will · 
prosecute you. 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
The next speaker is Tina Gwaltney. 
MS. T. GWALTNEY: Hi. My name is Tina Gwaltney. G-W-A-L-T-N-E-Y. I live in Plantation. And 

I'm a high school teacher, science teacher - specifically environmental science - at Marjory Stoneman Douglas Hig~ 
School. And I have a couple of things about the statement I would like to say. ~M:!§1:,§fll!@@,~xi]P.!@.fffi[~-
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@i'=[mU:,J:[,[ffiiHffillmmf:,,,ffjf::,:ffj,:,ffl@tU\ll?:ii~~~ I wish I bad asked for the full book instead of the summary' 12 6 
because I really could you have used the laugh about the "water foul" thing when I got it and I missed that. 

The only thing that basn 't been mentioned that I have a problem with, if God forbid, this were to go ahead, 
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I think obviously money is no object if they paid 500,000 for this statement. I think it should be done on a daily · . 
basis. 

They also say that if the contamination has to be reasonably attributable to oil and gas in order for 
operations to cease, don't wait to figure out what caused it. If we see any contamination, stop it, and then let's 
worry about where it came from. 

The only other thing I want to talk about real quickly is a little bit of frustration as a teacher specifically 
of environmental science and bow the government comes into play with that. 

We're supposed to teach these kids to look at things to become educated and knowledgeable and not to go 
in with a bias. I don't go in there and tell them, "Ob, God this is bad for the environment." That's not my job 
as a teacher. I try to go in and show them all the facts, let them learn about it and then hopefully they can make 
their own educated decisions when they mature and are in that position. But as teacher I get things like a whole 
energy p.rogram that's approved by the State of Florida Education Commissioner, Betty Castor, signed it in, on an 
energy curriculum that is paid for by Exxon. I am here to tell you it is unbelievably biased. I only show the video 
tapes in class so the kids can see what kind of propaganda gets passed through, and that they have to learn to 
separate that from what they've learned as fact. 

If Exxon is paying for our energy education and now Shell is paying for our environmental impact 
statement, I have a real problem with these kids feeling like they can make a difference. 

We've been following this issue since last year when I came to the first bearing. I ask them on a weekly 
basis to bring me in current events. I don't have any problem getting articles on ecological disasters every week. 
Plenty of different ones. Very rarely do I get anything that's uplifting. This is probably the most depressing course 
I have ever bad to teach, especially in South Florida. Everything is going wrong and they see that. These are 16-
and 17-year-old kids. 

When I came last year the project manager for Dames & Moore was a female. She had her Ph.D. in 
biology. I spoke with her. She actually sounded like a biologist, and that reassured me because I felt certain that 
she would find not in favor of doing this. She bas obviously left and gone to work for South Florida Water 
Man~~ement .. , So much for that. . 

The only thing I can hope that we do with this is, as everybody bas said, do the right thing. I would love 
to go back - I wanted to bring my classes here. I wanted the kids to come. We've been following the articles. 
They knew about the bearing. The article that came out yesterday Sun-Sentinel. They told me, "Forget it. It's 
a done deal. "That's their attitude. It's a done deal. You can't fight city hall. 

Don't let me show them that. That can't be what they have to look forward to. You can't. If I'm here 
to teach them not to be radical, not to go out and be violent, not to have the Rodney King kind of violence that 
comes from that much frustration, we've got to show them that this works, this forum is effective. 

Please, let me go back and show them that it does. And, also, let's go back and let Marjory rest a little 
bit. She just celebrated her 103rd birthday. Let the headlines tomorrow say, "They said no." 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: There were several people who bad indicated they would like to speak, but 

· weren't in the room when their names were called. Is either Mr. or Ms. Frankel here? If you would like to step 
foiward. 

Craig Offner. 0-F-F-N-E-R. 
Bill Raymond. 
Brian Anderson. 
Jackie Malloy. 
Paul Barnes. 
Thomas Martin. 
And David Hauptman or Houtsman. 
Having exhausted the list of people who indicated that they wished to speak, is there anyone present who 

would like to address -- You, sir. If you would step forward. If you could state your name and address. 
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MR. G. COUNTS: My name is George Counts. I live 2449 Nassau Lane in Fort Lauderdale. 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Could you spell your last name please. 
MR. G. COUNTS: C-0-U-N-T-S. 
As a backpacker in the Everglades and someone who doesn't drink bottled water, I'm very concerned about 

the drilling in the Everglades of Shell Oil Company. I come from a small town in West Virginia. It's right in the 
heart of the Appalachia. The county barely has 30,000 people and the town is probably about the size of the 
Miccosukee Tribe. 

The unemployment rate is about what it is in Miccosukee Tribe. But just a few years ago a large 
corporation came into this town and offered to put in a hazardous waste dump. They were going to fill in an area 
between the mountains and put everyone to work. 

So they had a big fight in the town about whether to go along with this. It split the town wide open. So 
they eventually voted for it. Company came in and did some work, a little bit, and then the whole thing fell 
through. Much of the area is wrecked. The town is divided. And this is what happens when you have people that 
are desperate for money and large corporations try to take advantage of them. Now, if you want to verify this, read 
Harper's Weekly last June. The story was in there. 

_But to get on with the criticism: of the environmental impact statement, I would just like to say that it is 
not objective at all. It's constantly filled with comments like "impacts will be short-termed," "minor," "of low 
magnitude" or "insignificant." And this concerns me that there was not one place in the impact statement that 
whether the people that were authoring the impact statement spoke up about potential harmful impacts. 

Another thing I'm concerned about in this statement is that the - the slant drilling. In other words, we're 
going over almost a mile from where the drill rig is to the bottom hole. We're going 90 percent of the 
recommended limits for slant drilling in this particular area. This concerns me. This only sets up the risk factor 
that's almost insurmountable in such a fragile ecosystem. 

It stated that there's going to be plastic liners under the drilling site. Well, we know that plastic liners have 
failed in Niagara Falls -- Same type of liners - and they leak. And the monitoring system - Well, we know how 
the monitoring system works. It's left up to the company to monitor, to pay people to come in and monitor it. And 
this is like letting the fox watch the hen house. 

The Everglades is already staggering, as other people pointed out, from urbanization and agriculture. But 
I think this improved pasture, this one little tiny spot that's called "improved pasture" over and over and over again 
in this statement is vegetation. And it's vegetation we don't have very much of in Broward County. 

Broward County is a unique county in that only one-third of this county can be developed. The rest of it 
is conservation area. So as a result we have one of the highest impervious surfaces in the entire State of Florida 
right now. So even though some of these little types of grass that are in this area are not something endangered, 
it's vegetation. And we need vegetation in this area desperately. 

People have gone over and over about the health and safety aspects, about the human error. We all know 
that human error is the thing that's going to cause the problem, most likely. 

This well is conveniently located between two aquifers. The first map that they had up in the display area 
showed our aquifer and one on the western side. And came down just like this (indicating) and right in the middle 
is the spot for the - for the drilling. And they said it was to show how accurate - to show how much they know 
about exactly where the aquifer is located, they said it's five to ten miles from the reservation. I mean, this is how 
they're able to pinpoint where the aquifer actually is. , : 

I~ 
As far as the air quality, the consultants go on to point out that Broward County is a non-attainment area i/ 

for ozone. South Florida is. ·· 
Well, this has been a recent thing. And even with this, we have some of the cleanest urban area in the} 

nation. Excuse me. Urban air in the nation. And recently the exceedences of this non-attainment have no(. 
occurred. So our air quality is not as bad as this report would lead you to believe. 

And the trucks and the drilling will contribute more to the cumulative impacts on our - on what we have,I 
as clean air here. 
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As far as dumping, a l~t of the -and the drilling - as far as dumping, a lot of the water used in the drilling 
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. ''\ To get into the abandonment of such a well, this is 
~o er problem. In other WOJ) , e we w be aband~~~. but the roads will still be there. And the roads will 
be improved and more people will come. More development will follow. And this will create more problems for 
the Everglades. 

The Everglades don't need anymore problems. The report refers to the few - the land use plan of the 
Miccosukee Indians as being indefinite. Well, Broward County happens to have a land use plan, and this land use 
plan surrounds the Miccosukee Indian Reservation.· Every single spot surrounding this reservation on Broward 
County's land use plan is conservation. So j~t in case you're misled by some of the remarks about land use plan, 
I would like you to know that fact. Well, in closing I'd just like to say that I recommend that no action alternative 
and that we take great care to make sure that this these protected species are protected as they should be and that 
our water supply is also protected. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
Is there anyone else that wishes to present any testimony on the draft environmental impact statement? 
Yes, sir. 
MR. J. PODGER: I've spoken before. If someone hasn't spoken, I'd wait first. But I would like to add 

some --
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Is there anyone who has not addressed the issue before wish to come forward? 
MR. J. PODGER: Thank you for the opportunity. Again, I'm Joe Podger with Friends of the Everglades. 

· P-0-D-G-E-R. 

In my previous tum I failed to mention what this display was. And I think it's probably appropriate to just 
see that it's entered in the record as an outline of part of what I understand to be some of the concerns of NEPA. 
That involve ~-~ .. socioeconomic impacts as relates to the environment. fjijJf ··=·=·=·· · IM 
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Secondly, I failed to relate to you something that I had discussed with my boss, Mrs. Douglas. You have 
to understand Mrs. Douglas just celebrated her 103rd birthday last week. And if she could have been here, she'd 
have been here. But she just - she doesn't have the go-power to stay up at this late hour to do it. 

She reminded me she is the last surviving member of the committee that formed Everglades National Park. 
And she first got involved in that committee in about 1925. The park was built, but at a much smaller version than 
what the committee had hoped for. And, frankly, if Marjory had her way and that committee had prevailed with 
some of its thoughts, the territory that you're looking at now would have been in Everglades National Park. 

Now, I want to bring to you the thought that it functions like one. It is basically the dog upon wliich the 
present Everglades National Park resides as a tail. It is the bulk of the system that we all have been talking about 
all night. And here you're looking at a question as to how to make a decision. Socioeconomic decision, 
environmental, physical health decision that were this to be Everglades National Park on the other side of that levee, 
there would be no contest and no question, we wouldn't be here. If that was designated by any of our official 
bodies in Florida as a critical area of State concern, we probably wouldn't be here. 

If that was a drinking water reservoir in conservation 3-A a la the kinds of service reservoirs that you see 
all over the Northeastern United States, we wouldn't be here. 

.It is a sole source area under the designation of '78. It's the stream flow source area for that part of the 
watershed. But I want you to take home with you the thought that it is national park. It is reservoir. It is all these 
things. 

And that's, I think, the thinking that comes automatically that people like Marjory Douglas that doesn't 
even think it's worth putting it into words because you should know that. And I just want to leave you thinking 
that as I go down and point out that's it's not only a park, but if we don't have that system, we have to pay out of 
our pocket for every one of these things. Not the least of which has not been on the thing in specifics, but the 
entire economy of the Florida Keys depends on the restoration of the water flows through the river of grass. And 
that is the livelihood for over 147,000 people plus all the millions of tourists that go down there and the fate of the 
national park itself. 

You're looking at something that is only one blip on that chart. We like to say that the Everglades is like 
a heart patient and this territory where the well site is actually the cardiac ward. The patient needs a bypass. It 
needs to get the flow going from the heart in the upper valley through the Lake Okeechobee into the rest of the 
ecosystem. And to have these kinds of things annoying the patient while it's in Intensive Care is not going to make 
th~,p~tientrecover. That's the mental set we bring to you and we hope you can keep in mind. 

Thank you. 
(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: A last-minute person has asked to be able to speak. 
Mindy Stone. Would you step forward. 
MS. M. STONE: Mindy Stone. 
JUDGE J. L. BY~S: Would you care to state your name and address for the record please. 
MS. M. STONE: Yes. My name is Mindy Stone, 1506 Southwest 12th Street, Fort Lauderdale. 1 
I am here on behalf of my State. I'm a third generation Floridian. I have a proud heritage and a proud 

appreciation for my State. And I see it going down the tubes. And I see it because of business and people who 
come in and set up shop and don't care about the pristine climate and the agriculture and the things that people come f 
here for. 

\;' 
And I don't think you all see Florida for what it really is. I think people who are business to make money 

see money as the motivator and nothing else. They go around with blinders on and I don't think it's fair. 
I'm very nervous. 
I wish you all knew what it was like to not have a lot of money and see things for what they really are. 

See that we need to take care of this environment and our country and preserve it for your future, my future. 
As it stands right now, I don't know ifl want to live here anymore. And that's pretty sad because I don't ' 

think people care. And I'm very upset because there was no notice given out to the public about this hearing, not 
like it should have gotten. It should have been around the front page. It's very important. I was told when I came 
in here ten minutes ago that this was over. And if I didn't know any better, I would say this guy was just trying 
to keep people like me out because I wanted to make a stand. And I think that was wrong that I was told this was 
over and I could have gone home. 
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But I'm one of a few people here who are trying to stand up for what we believe in. And I think you 
should reconsider and go somewhere else because our Everglades are very important. 

(Applause.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Thank you for your testimony. 
Once again, is there anyone else that would care to say anything regarding the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement? 
No one? 
Yes, ma'am. 
MS. M. BLAIR: Are you part of the - Before Bush went out of office he was starting to get rid of the 

wetlands. Are you part of this group? 
(Laughter.) 
JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: Ma'am, I'll tell you what, after we close the hearing, the representatives from 

BLM and I will be here and we will be happy to answer any questions you might have regarding any of this that 
we're capable of answering. 

MS. M. BLAIR: I'm a native. I've lived in Broward County all my life. And you can go down to the 
Universin, of Miami and talk to biologists down there. A lot of people have this old fashioned idea that's going 
to be like a hundred years before we know if the human race is going to survive. . 

But the biologists down there at the university will tell you that it's going to be within the next 50 years 
that we're going to know whether we're going to survive. And you all are just polluting everything. You're 
polluting the ground, the air, everything. You know, you all never learned anything. Now you're polluting outer 
space. We got space junk floating around up there. There was something that was going to come down the si7.e 
of a school bus. You all never learn. So I'm hoping that you take this elsewhere. Take it to Washington. There's 
got to be oil there. There's lots of other stuff there. There's bound to be oil in Washington. 

JUDGE J. L. BYRNES: On that note, I will adjourn this public hearing. I thank you for participating 
and extend the gratitude of the Department of Interior. 

(Whereupon, the hearing was adjourned.) 

CERTIFICATE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing, pages 1 to 173, is a true and correct transcription of my 
stenographic notes of the testimony taken and proceedings had before the Honorable JAMES L. BYRNES, Chief 
Administrative Judge, at the Public Hearing held at the Fort Lauderdale Convention Center,Fort Lauderdale, 
Broward County, Florida, on the 14th day of April, 1993, commencing at 6:03 o'clock, P.M. IN WITNESS 
WHEREOF I have hereunto affixed my hand this 6th day of May, 1993. 
Registered Professional Reporter Certificate of Merit 
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May 12, 1993 

Robert v. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 
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1816 s.w. 53rd Avenue 
Plantation, Florida 33317 

This letter is in response to the public meeting held at the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale-Broward County Convention Center on April 14, 1993, regarding the 
proposed drilling of an exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian 
Reservation. 

Without the benefit of having a full comprehension of the issues involved 
(pertaining to this particular permit application) prior to attending that 
meeting, I observed members of the public presenting some of the 
controversial issues very clearly. It was overwhelmingly in opposition of 
the proposed drilling with valid concerns about the effects on the 
environment. :c iU\clio caret... . 
Florida has a very precious ecosystem that obligates residents, the local 
communities, the state, and the Nation, equally, to protect it from unnatural 
destruction or disruptions. The grave threat of oil drilling to the 
environment should not be tolerated. In the event of a disaster, the 
hazardous price to be paid environmentally is 111uch too great to risk the 
chance. It clearly outweighs the transient benefits of oil development in 
the area, no matter which way you slice it. 

The Hiccosukee Tribe of Indians have a serious request for assistance to 
improve their health, housing, and educational needs. This should not be 
neglected. Generally, I do not believe that the government has jurisdiction 
over lands owned by Indian tribes, however, in this case, any possible 
contamination resulting from an oil spill will have a catastrophic iffect on 
over 4 million people as well as all elements of the ecosystem. The Bureau 
of Indian Affairs must formulate means of generating income for this tribe 
other than the risks involved in searching for mineral resources. 

This is obviously a very complex matter. I" certainly do not envy the 
positions of those acting as intermediaries. Perhaps it would be beneficial 
to post a "DO NOT DISTURB" sign on precious lands to prevent any application 
to trespass. I hope the government does the right thing in this.and other 
similar circumstances. 

Thank you for your attention to the matter. 

sincerely, ~ 

~a:ie?e 
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District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Dr. suite 404 
Jackson, Missippi 39206 

~-;;-·r '.< .• 1 .... °'' ~c:.,26 ~"ii' 
North Lauderdale, FL 
33068 
Apr i1 21 , l 99 3 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

I am a student at Broward Community College, in Davie, 

Florida, who until recently, was unaware of the existing 

proposition of well-drilling in the Everglades. As a student 

in a Geology class, I am now more knowledgeable about the 

environment and am quite disturbed by this proposition for 

the following reasons. 

Though the Everglades may be abundant in petroleum, there 

are so many concerns that I feel are not being considered. 

Though the mine may be built in an uninhibited section of the 

land, this oil must be transported through a pipeline to an 

easily accessible area. This may seem acceptable, but perhaps 121 
this pipeline disintegrates or ru9ture? What happens to the 

existing petroleum? Naturally it empties into the ground and 

any existing underground water. As I have learned from my 

Geology class, this petroleum then pollutes the plants, water 

supplies, and any animals that come in contact with this. 

Considering that the Everglades is home to various animals 

and plants, this could cause great devastation, and perhaps 

extinction. Is this something that can be ignored? 

Besides this risk to the environment, this oil well could 

prove disastrous to humanity. The ground is exposed to a 

percentage of this petroleum, and the remaining is allowed to 

enter the water taole. This could affect the supply of 

drinking water and prove disastrous to the population of 

south Florida. Combined with the already enforced water 
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For these reasons, I feel that the proposition of oil­

drilling in South Florida's Everglades should be thoroughly 

examined and evaluated. Though the world is craving 

modernization and advancement, I am sure that you would 

agree that "ancient" things such as plants, animals, and 

drinking water are much more important. 
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Sincerely, 

W~/n·~ 
Wendy M. Altman 
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Dear District Manager: 
BUREAU Of I.ARD f,1,\ffAGEMENT 

1ACIISOH DISTRICT OFffCE 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only .purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped, 

Thank you for your time. 

//,f t//.7 /.;C~/./,::?.PS~ 

7-:J ~ duce,,, A.-,·c>/- .,,?'v.<1". 

,;t't:J,</#',,8-t/ ~//4..-,;:; //.,p .:,'~/<// 

/~-: //:/,:;,;,,/ - ~ ~~: -· ~ 
-r·,.~;~j~=~--~~-4-""'..:.-· 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 
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BUREAU Of I.AND MANAGEMENT 
I _. JI.CKS~H DISIRl~T OFFICE 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally aanaitiva 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shall Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water eupply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

/~L, 
ll\A I'.\<. R !.l'\·J~ 
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Dear District Manager: 

te+­
,n the. 

Im) re r.i re O M re r1 . 
'l~i 15 l!J lS 'l/ lS (' j,~1 .>R I 8 !llS ,~i 
l! BUREAU OF LAIID :.:.\NAGEMEHT 

JACKSON DISTRICT OFFl~.E_ _ 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­
glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to ue PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Sulle404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 
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Mary D. Blackman 
100 N.E. 26 Street 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33064 

The proposed oll drllllng In the Everglades Is an outrageous defiance of loglc and reason. 
The evidence against the proposal Is so overwhelming as to be obvious even to a child. 

4 Sf To Jeopardise our precious water suppy, which ls likely to prove Inadequate anyway, Is totally 
reckless. And the habitat destruction that will occur Is also Intolerable. As one of the speakers 
pointed out at the hearing In Ft. Lauderdale, the drllllng should not even be under consideration. 
It seems the hearing (yesterday) was Just a required ritual, and the Bureau has already decided 
to allow the permit to Shell. I have been a resident of South Florida for 26 years, and I am 
currently bulldlng a home In the lower Keys for my retirement, so I have a vested Interest In the 
well being of this area. I love South Florida and the Everglades, and do not want to see the 
wanton ruination of what Is left. Also as a tax payer, I do not appreciate being bullied by govern­
ment and big business! As one speaker said during the oil drilling hearings In the Keys a few 
years ago: "Everything man builds eventually lt1aks." Consider that, If you will, In making 
your final decision. 

Thank you for taking the time to review my thoughts on this subject. 

7J; :;;cer</).J/ac/~m--_ 
~ D. Blackman 
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Let Shell drill in Hell 
DI 

ADlllAN AUMEN 
Talk about outrageous. 
With all the predlcUons about how 

much It's going to co.st u.s lo clean up the 
Everglades and the water wars that could 
divide South Florida, Shell OU Company 
still wants to drill In the middle of the 
Everglades. 
,·:The very Idea of poking more holt!3 ln J 

': the·a1teady·a111ng·system·and lncreaslni:; 
i risks to wildlife and water supplle3 js 
nothing short of arrogant. 

So Is Shell's aUempt to "greenwash" the 
plan by presenUng an Envlronmenlal 
lm1>act Slatement U1at uses ouldated 
maps and infonnatlon. II only skims the 
surface of Issues such as the effecb on 
groundwater and future restoration plan,,. 

'11,e proposed drill site Is at the edge of 
the Dig Cypress NaUonal Preseive 
(located by U1e Collier/Broward line, north 
of AUJgator Alley) and the world­
renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservallon 
area Ula! keeps Broward and Dade · 
counUes Crom running out of water. 

Slate rules prohlbit direct drilling In Ule 
conseivaUon area, so Shell came up wiUl 
a way around it - by drilling at an angle. 
'111e drilling rig would be outside !he 
conservation area, on land owned by !he 
Mlccosulcee Indian,, (read: federal land). 
'111e end of lhe drill would be 4,700 feet 
casL - smack dab In Ute conservation area, 
at 18,8~0 feet down. 

\,:;suck: : 
'111e drilling rig would sland In a catUe 

pasture wiUtln 200 feet of a canal and 
oi~y 1,000 feet Crom a pwnplng slaUon 
that fuMels water Into U1e Everglades 
water catclunent areas. Imagine what a 

r hurrlcanecould do with that setup., 
111e area Is also home lo Florida 

panUletll, wood storks, Everglades kites, 
Everglades minks and, In Ule Shell study's 
own lncrlmlnatlng words, "oUler 

~-~oul'.hlc): f · 
~" Shell's tenacity would make you lhlnk It 
expects to find a pool of oil !he size of 
Prince William Sow1J, but even U,e 
experts doubt !here's 
mucl, to be found. There's 

1normuch·o11·1n Florida,-/ 
:··and Ule oil that's here is

1 · of such poor"quallty Utat 
it'• hardly worth refining. 

Could It be wortl1 iosiug 
Ule Everglades? 

Shell admits Ula!, If it 
finds oll, it's likely to seek 
more drilling. It also 
admits U1a1 spills are 

. lnevilable. 
Exxon and other Bnns 

drilling nearby have been 
unable to prevent" spills, 
Almos! 163,000 gallons of 
crude oil SJtd 120,000 · 
gallons of plant-killing 
brine already have been 
spilled In the Everglades 
area. Unchecked, one 
gallon of petroiewn can 
conlamlnale one mllllon 
gallons of drinking water. 

That's why about 300 
South Floridians, and even 
some lowists. crarruned a 
recent public hearing In 
Broward County to lalk 
will, Washinglon 
bureaucrats on Ule Issue. 

"Tell Shell to drill In 

. Wliat 
0

you can do 
Unless something . 
changes, tho U.S. · 

Depal1menl of the Interior 
ls expected to approve 

Shell's plans soon.· 
Besides cuttJng up your . 

. • Shell card and boycotUng 
.··:c !he slatlons, here's some 

folks you can write. Or 
'· · · Just mall them this 

colunvt. 

8nlCI llallbltt . 
· Secreia,y or the lptetlot : 

1849 C Stteet.' NW · 
. WashlngUJn,0.C. 20240 

· (202) 208-7150. ·. 

'.; Carol~·.· 
U.S. £nwonmenial 
Protection Agency 
401 M Stteet. SW 

Washlng\Dn, D.C. 20460 
(202) 260-470Q 

Rol>tit V .. Vibey 
District manage, of the 

Bureau of Land Management 
JackSon District Oftica · 
411 Bria,woocf o.t.e, 

S<Jlte404 
Jacl<son, MS 22203 . 

Hell!" yelled some folks. . . 
. OU1ers are cutting up their Shell credit 
cards and taking their business elsewhere. 

Not a bad Idea. 

Soc.e..~ " Bo\.j u._ 

P. o. 

?at"" 
:::,_., .. -

Box. ,s2g 3 / 

l:>eM i.i 0-zt. .-o(e,.,-.. .S Ft_ 

I 
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., 
" 
~ 
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KATHLEEN T. BROCK 
3100 NORTHEAST 9th AVENUE 

POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 33064 

Bureau of Land Management 
Jackson District Office 
411 Briarwood Drive 

April 15, 1993 

\(;j]ililff ;.\ 
\\1\\\ . \ 9 \(;:j ~1\ 

Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

• I . 
\ ,.ur(?fG'.i},:r:~[f~1 

_ \ 

To Whom it Hay Concern, 

No, No, No. Drilling in the Florida Everglades is 
reprehensible! Under no circumstances would this be accept­
able. The Florida Everglades is unique, beautiful, and 
very fragile. Once i~ is gone, it is gone forever. 

Those of us that were born here, raised here (not 
here to exploit the earth and make a profit) find this 
proposal disgusting. Selliµg ol\t again for the God almighty 
dollar, to a group of business-people who could care less 
about anything but money and oil, in that order, is not 
what this state needs. I vote no, negative, absolutely not! 

Leave our state alone. 1-:"e do not want your oil or 
your greasy money. 

Signed, 

cf1~ J~cL_ 

cc: Governor Lawton Chiles, Flori~a 
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Kathleen Brock 
Native Floridian 
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Elaine Brown 
Northwest 26 Court, Apartment 

Lauderdale Lukes, l'L 33313 
Home Phone: 305/486-3815 

United States Dept, of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

· 41°1' Bri"arwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Ms 39206 

Dear Sirs: 

137 

PleaRe "onsdd"r this R J?l:Q.t!\11.t of :,our F.nvlronm,.nlatl lmpRrt 
Statement for the exploratory well, Hiccosukee Indian Reservation, 
Broward County, Florida, 

First of all, does Shell Oil Co. really need to drill in the 
supersensitive Everglades, and near our water supply, and in the 
middle of the panther trail? Are there any alternatives to where 
the well should be and, therefore, shouldn't there be a further• 
stud)·? 

What type of transportation for the oil is contemplated; is it 
pipline, tanker truck, or what? 

Why is the Impact Statement lacking in answers for the above 
questions? Are these answers purposely being avoided? Frankly, 
I'm happy that I've never purchased Shell Oll Co, products, and I 
em making sure that my family and friends tenr up their Shell 
credit cards. Of course, I will also avoid giving any trade to 
the Indians at their businesses. 

l2z:·~~ 
Elaine Brown 

1-36 

·-·---- ~----~--~-~--<·- ~...,.~-~~·--=- -· 
- -~--~ 

f9 
f21 I. 

ti 
11 
(: 
{~· 
;. 
!;! :; .. 
l: 

1-35 

'w~ /. I\----·· 
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'Tifr;· .~...,, /i 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT l ak"iJ.ffol!!:·.·-,.; 
._ JM',1:•:.t1·,.... ·'··~ 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL . ~-,e:.-·•· ·,,. 
AN EXPLORATORY WELL 
~ 

/MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION 

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being 
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the 
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide 
your name and address. Comments should be sent to: 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MississipPi 39206 

Attention: Robert v. Abbey 

************~**********************************************~1**'0* 
C010IENTS: d!i ()Jj 4/ ~'{, 'f3 

Q/L. U., ~ 

Jackson District Ottice 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

L . ~ 
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As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
tor petroleum there, No number ot precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occ~r, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all ettorts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• betore it is too late 
tor our wildlite, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation ot the unique and natural beauty ot the Everglades, 

, I ·!, 

/ 
atfu 

:;:- -~~~ -·,=·~'-=~---
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r.ureau of Land Management 
lfll Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

rr.r.y 5, lS7~ 

Atta District Manager 

Gentlemen1 
In my letter of April 1991 I asked you to give con­
sideration to the proposed drilling for petroleum in 
South Florida, particularly in the Miccosulcee Indian 
Reservation in Broward County. 

I still feel you should look favorable on the draft 
environmental impact statement recently prepared by 
Dames and Moore Consulting Company. It appears to me 
any drilling at this location would not negatively 
affect the adjacent area. 

our dependency on foreign oil is mightily disturbing. 

Sincerely, 

/(-6lJµ ~ 
CWO, W-4~.- Douglas Burleson,USNR, Retired 
199 Whispering Sands Drive #d03 
Sarasota, Fl. 34242 
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Robert V. Abbey, District Hanager 
Bureau of Land Hanagement 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, HS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbay: 

744 Elm Ave. Apt. SB 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 
Hay 26, 1993 

I understand that from now until November you will be 
deciding whether or not to issue Shall Oil a permit to drill an 
exploratory well in the Florida everglades. Evan though the area 
is not within Everglades National Park, it is still in the 
"historic" everglades. Please deny them the permit as this area 
needs to be protected. 

Sincerely, 

0M~ 
Rachel Bussel 

a, __ _:__ c-=---. - __ .:3 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

To who1n It moy concern: 

. 6\ i \~ 
• t1. ~-~ ~r--- ~~· 
,~\: ,~1,l , ~~\,, 

', . . -:-.. :;\-'· ;.-~':,,.· 

It has come lo my attention lhat Shel I would llke to start 

oil drilling In the Everglades, and that this Issue must be 

voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not 

just for tho preservation of the Everglades, but for the 

water that It supplies South Plorlda. 

This Is', only 10 I live In Unlncorrporated Fort Lauderdale. 

miles west from tho future drilling site. I also do not have 

city water, I hove well water. This water comes from a water 

supply under the ground. My rear with lhe drilling is that 

It will contamlnale my water supply. 

As a concerned citizen,. I ask of you, please when it comes 

time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not Just for the 

bueaty of lhe Everglades, for the people thol benefits from 

her water supply. 

Respectfully yours, 
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March 8th, 1993 •••••• 

The Biscayne Aquafer, as ~ou know is ver·, fr.;.gile ~nd i-5 the 
main water supply for Southeast Florid-., a.nd below that if> 
another Aqua.fer with highly mlnerlized water, which If we had 
to use It would Involve desalizlation ol-.nt~ .••.•. 

The above situation Is verY disturbing .••••.• 

1 am all for PROGRESS. I am all for the MICCOSOUKEES 
profiting from this project theY need all the help they can 
oe l ••••••• I ·am suror I sed that theY wou Id comoromi se their 
surrounding In such a way that It may in the future become 
Inhabitable due to the Everglades dlsappearlnp ••• or the water 
problem ••••• 

It Is verY easy for outside parties t~.~~f! to our State and 
mal<e Judgement - you dont have to I lve''t'rl"aYou dont hav£- to 
bring children up here •••• theY a.re the future ••••• 

Please thlnK verY ha.rd and long at the overa.l I problem of the 
water resources problem, the transportation of the oil, If 
found and please the overall problem of the environment In 
this great State ••••• 

Yours ?&wd 
~. CARROLL (_/~~;~ox 030224 

FORT LAUDERDALE. FLORIDA. 
33303-0224 

I WOULD APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU AND YOUR THOUGHTS 
ABOUT THIS PROBLEM ••• 

:--~ 

~: 1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOF 
B~reau of Land Management 
411 BRIARWOOD DRIVE, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mlss•sslppl, 39206 

;.l'lr i 1 20 , I '?93 

ATTENTION; Mr. Robert Abbn·, District ManapE'r. 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

RE1 Application for Dermlt to drill 
an exploratory well on th• 
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION •••• 

I have continuously lived In BROWARD COU-JTY, FORT LAUDERDALE • 
FLORIDA, for a number of y"ars, and in th" "nsuinQ oroc"ss. 
have seen an alarming number of chanqes brought about in the 
name of progress •••••• ;\.h~ r::ou.a W CU(o: 

a. Th" expansion and encroachment of land In the 
Western part of Broward County as wel 1 as Palm Beach and 
Dade Counties, namely, whats happening to the Everglades. 
the nations most fragile National Par~ ••••••••• 

b. A complete lack of Interest and lack of knowl•dci• 
conc"rnlng the environmental problems. which have result"d 

~·~ this progress •••• on the Local, State, Federal levels. 

21 

i:. The problem of our Water Resources, which I 
understand, Is In danger of contamination from toxic 
groundwater runoff ••••• 

d, The problem of transporting the oil. rf found 
at th .. well site ••••••• 

1. I understand there are several oipel Ines 
from the Racoon Point site In Big Cypress, to Port 
Everglades, and there have been at least 33 leaK oolnt. 
In these pipes •••• 

2. Will the Mlccosoukee site oil If found 
be Joined to this pipe line and If so can these piDes 
carry new capacity or Is the pipeline to be expanded•••••• 

In reference, to the water problem, th& Regional Map, fi,;,urf 
1-1 shows at least three water conservation areas that will 
be Involved, and acceding to tabl" 4-2 ••• water resources 
accidental contamination could affect the water •••••• these 
tables and maps are In the Surr.rr,arY Draft Impact Statemu,l, 
dated 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

. ... .. ..ffi.;;-.. . .. .· . ,. 
-.. ~~ ::•l ;1-";!-,. . .. . . ... J, !/] ;.•,!. 

,,~J}_~ : 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. r urge you to make all erforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades, • , berore it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

£:L..1.fd :l 

\~; '.iili .. '. ~' \ u r;.,..--·~----- • I II ' i~\i of"'?~-,;~ \\11 1 

,u~ ,.; 

.-:-::--:::T:_=-,iii,.;~;}11 ··-' 
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Ruth H. Clark 

1\ 
·- _,, ___ ...... . 
1120 StmlnoSe Dt. No.4 
Fort Laud•rdal•. FL 33304 

Mr, Bruce Babbitt, U,S, Dept. of Interior 
c/o Robert V, Abbey, Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

l'/iay 

1l~ ~_[JJ1.ij. r 

I [i\ MAY I 7!'"10" i !' '-'i .. 
Rl~frt:f·~~~·~t/:.:.:;· .... 

Re, Draft D.E.I,S, for Shell Western E & P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1 Well 

Dear Sir1 

I have been independently involved in the study of wetland 

and water resource and land use issues in Broward County for over 

ten years, 

I implore this administration not to approve drilling even an 

exploratory oil well under the Water Conservation Area of the Ever­

glades where the World Heritage ecosystems are already severly de­

pleted by the cumulative impacts of human activities, 

The draft DEIS of Mar, 8, 1993 is based upon inadequate and 

obsolete 1972 information, Since the draft was started the South 

2~j Florida Water Management District and the U.S. Corps of Engineers 

have recognized that the Central & South Florida Flood Control Pro­

ject needs revision and that physical structures such as canals and 

pumping stations must be restructured to retain water that is cur-

26 rently going to the wrong places and to increase sheetflow to Ever-
I 

glades National Park and to Florida Bay to try to restore ecological 

integrity, 

I hope to see a complete Sole Source review of this project-by 

The U.S,E,P,A. and an extended period of comment after the DEIS has 

2'7lbeen redrafted to take into consideration the omissions that were 

pointed out at the Ft, Lauderdale public hearing April 14, 1993, 

Yours verll tr~1){.· 0--

~ T~· ~ 
Ruth H, Clark 
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Ve.a.i /.1.t, Rodgvu, 
1 w.ut t.iy to make. thu 11e1ty 4ho« and 4we.e.t. It .l6 my 

iutd«4tand.uig that the. we.U. that She.U O.U. ha4 p.iopo4ed to 
dltil.t ht wut«n 8"owa1td County on the. /.l.i.cco4uke.e. 1ndJ,u1 Re.4-
«va.Uon .l6 4:tLt.l be.ing held up by ou't 4low movhtg go11e1tnme.nt. 
lt .l6 al4o my unde1t4tand.uig that any mone.y pJtoduced w.ut go 
to the. /.l.i.cco4ukke.e. Tlube.. 1 th.i.nk that we. have. take.n e.nough 
away 61tom the. Amell-lean 1ndiu.n, 40 a4 601t my outlook a4 a JtU" 
de.nt 06 Flo'U.da, 1 4houtd hope. that not to much .t.ime. .l6 wa4t­
ed, th<Lt. .l6 J..t .l6 aJ.,,,ight wJ..th the. land owne1t4 (The. /.l.i.cco4ukke.e. 
TIU.be.} not the. BUile.au 06 Land /.lanageme.nt, O't the. BUile.au 06 
1ncwM A66a.ilt4, ju4t the. Tlf..lbe. .lt4el6 and She.U O.U., le.t4 le.t 
them ge.t on wJ..th J..t 4o the. the. ownell4 can make. a .uttt.e. mone.y 
be.601te. the.y d.le. 61tom old age. waJ..t.lng 601t the. Go11e1tnme.nt th<Lt. 
took away mo4t 06 the.i.lt lantl, g1tant4 them pellm.l.64.lon to do the. 
bu44.utU4 that the.y du,i1te. wLth She.U O.U.. lt .l6 al4o my un­
de1t4tandhtg that wJ..th the. 4a6e. gua1td4 1te.comme.nded, that J..t 
w.ut be. 4a6e., Thank you 601t the. .t.ime. you 4pe.nt .ie.ad.uig my 
le.tt«. 

Re.4pect6utly, 

S:l#.ti~ 
• 2123 /.lau.l Vlf..lve. 

Holl.day, F.to'U.da 34691 

_-______ ..___::;;;;. .. ::-~ 
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April 27, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
District Manager 
United States Dept. of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Brian.uod Drive, SUite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

I attended the meeting at Port Everglades relative to Shell Oil putting 
down an exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in 
Broward County, Florida --- i.e, 'lhe Everglades. 

I listened carefully to. all who presented their views and was not only 
disturbed by what I heard but by the Envirorunental Impact Statement put 
out relative to this exploratory well. I am a long time resident of 
Florida and have seen great changes, m:>st of them not thought out very 
well because of lax laws, greed or just plain ignorance. In this day and 
age, ignorance is no longer an excuse. But greed and lax laws seem to 
always take precedence. Anyone familiar with oil drilling knows that the 
well itself does little damage but everything else to do with it does a 
great deal of damage and other than ecxinanics for a very short time span, 
there is the "overall impact" on the ecxisystem. I don't need to go into 
detail, you have heard all the arguments. 

I am writing specifically to ask you to get better and later maps of the 
area affected, take into oonsideration that fact that "getting the flow 
di\ 'the Everglades back to normal to help save Florida Bay" was not in any 
way considered, and don't try to pretend that the Biscayne Aquifer won't 
be· hanned. Please take a look at the NO ACHOO ALTERNATIVE. 

- --~ ~~- -~·==c::::__ -
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'13oies Coppinger 
910 Contento Street 

Sarasota, ![foriaa 34242 

Mey 8, 1993 

Mr, Robert V. Abbey, Diat, Mgr. 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Dr., #404 
Jackson, MS 36206 

Dear Mr, Abbey: 

Thank you for the promptneaa with 
which I received my copy of the Summery 
of the DEIS for Miccoaukee 3-1 Exploratory 
Well, I write today in support of the 
findings in that Statement, 

I am a Floridian concerned about 
my state's physical well-being but more, 
I am en American with even greater concerns 
about our country's continued dependence 
on foreign oil. Thia poses monumental 
risks to both our natio~al security and 
our economy. In the absence of any long­
range Federal energy policy to the contrary, 
we must continue to develop our resources 
where we believe them to be. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
M R f-1\ ~ @ m O I'/ IS_Fjj 

1IB~ I O '.:J~ 
. ~r:'~·~:~!i;i~~-\\~1,, · 
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL! 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

ill 
R f;' " " , .. , ,~; "; !•. t· .• : . r··-··· -.. 
l APR2219SG i 

I SUR''"Cfl'•·•" •1·"'""'·'' .. r\1,, ,.. ~"J ,. " ._,.._1 • I, r 
__ J;s.r~f:':!·: L;is·;: .• ·i c, .. ri~~ 

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and go. Mother Nature survives. Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing • 

Sincerely, 

11.~ lf / C::.'f; 
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DON'T.LET SHELL OIL DRILLI 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

.!JI_ ... : ...... _=· · •. ·· · .. 

,I ."' J~i . :::-: 2 2 :.: ·;_·:, 

--~1~~~~?/;j}!iil;ll -·· 

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to'take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and go. Mother Nature survives. Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. 

Sincerely, 

TJ 1 ; Ccr .. d~ 
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.J ; 2630 N.E. 36 Street 
Lighthouse Point, Fl 33064 
llay 8, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land llanaceaent 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, lllss '39206 

Gentleaen, 

~U~f~t~Ili;~J?~(~J~rfl"1 __ . I 

I aa writing this letter on behalf of ayself and ay husband to 
express our concern over your proposed oil drilling In the 
everglades. The daaage that could occur far outweighs any 
benefit that would be gained. 

Please discontinue your plans to destroy this "last frontier". 
Lets leave soaetblng of this earth tor future generations. 

[::;iL ~ Uw~ 
~::;:y :-.~wdrey {f 
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Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood 
Jackson, M~ss1ss1pp1 39206 Suite 404 

Dear Sirs, 

~ 
B Ip Bu -11 ,.- •• 

I ,, 

j MAY 2 4 l!m ILLJ. 
UREAU Of LAND MANAGEMHIT 

. w~~-lN DlSTR•r.1 o;FICE 

May 12, 1993 

This letter is to ask that you give favorable 
consideration for Shell 011 Company to drill a 
well in South Florida on the Miccosukee Indian Res­
ervation in western Broward County. 

As you know, a draft environmental impact state­
ment has been prepared for your office. The impact 
statement indicated that while there may be some short­
term disturbance to the enviroment, these conditions 
can be managed. 

The American Petroleum Industry has a good re­
cord in protecting the environment while producing 
the muoh need ~etroleum products for our country. 

Needless to say, this project ~111 help the 
Miooosukee Indians and their Reservation. 

Very truly yours, 

V.::~A-. ~ 
Timothy A. Crain 
P.O. Box 27277 
Panama City, Fl. 32411 

cc, Senator Bob Graham 
Senator Connie Mack 
Representative Earl Hutto 
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John G, Croes 
104.S NW 143 St, 
Miami, Pl. 33168 

-----' .I 

™ 

~ 00 ~ n lif ~ L.\·i. 

i [MAY IO 1993 \~· 

BUREAU OF LANO rt.\NAilEMENT 
__ 1[,~KSON OIS1R1~l OFFICE . 

May .5, 1993 

Bureau o! Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Sirs1 

I understand your office is soliciting comments 
from the public regarding a proposal by Shell Oil Company 
to drill an exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian 
Reservation in western Broward County, impact 

Prom a study o! the dratt environmental statement 
it is apparent that the proposed action is in compliance 
with applicable regulations and assures protection of natural 
resources and environmental quality. 

I therefore support the findings in the draft 
environmental impact statement on Shells drilling plans. 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 , 
Jackson, Miss. ~9206 

To whom it may concern: 

Sincerely, w~ 
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It has come to my attention that Shell would like to start 

oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be 

voted on. urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not 

just for .the preservation of the _Everglades, but for the 

water that it supplies South Florida. 

I live in Unincorrporated Fort Lauderdale. This "is only 10 

miles west from the future drilling sit~. I also do not have 

city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water 

supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that 

it will contaminate my water supply. 

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes 

time to vote; vote agai-nst the drilling. If not just for the 

bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from 

her water supply. 

Respectfully yours, 

~~:/-~ 
--_.;;:_ -

45 
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL 
AN EXPLORATORY WELL 

ON THE 
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION 

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being 
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the 
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide 
your name and address. Comments should be sent to: 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MississipPi 3~206 

Attention: Robert v. Abbey 
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I au~~~.~w1tv:~~rr~.-Jackson District Office 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, dne either to a natural or 

·human-induced disaster. I urge you to m~ke all effor~s to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT MAY I 11993 L"°J '. 
1~- '\H·, 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL •OfL~llOl."."::isfl!.(L ~ 
AN EXPLORATORY WELL eu~~t~~m1 OIS\k'":I omc.E ·-·· 

ON THE 
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION 

Written conunents on the Draft Environmental Statement are being 
accepted until May 18, 1993, Conunents on the analysis and the 
preferred alternatives are specifically sought, Please provide 
your name and address. Conunents should be sent to: 

-· --- District Manager 
. Bureau of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MississipPi 39206 

Attention: Robert v. Abbey 

******************************************************************* 
COMMENTS: 
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W~lcy H. Day 
Vicar'• Landing, Do~ P-310 

Ponte Vcdra D ••• t., Florid .. 32002 

Bureau of Land Management, 

411 Briarwood, Suite 404, 

Jackson, Ms 39206 

Gentlemen, 

May 4, 1993 

I am writing to you in reference to Shell's 

proposal to drill a well on the Miccosukee Indian 

Reservation in western Broward County of Florida. 

Considering the very 1 imi ted environment a 1 effects 

and the need to increase petro 1 eum reserves within the 

United States, we sincerely hope that you will give 

this proposa 1 your approva 1. 

Very truly yours, 

Y'~~-· 
L<).<-lt.1 f-1 . Dt,,, 

rror;t:o:a:tsY; 
!!rf, }~;;. • I• I ·~ ,o •• 

I. /. /' :•·:ir· 6 l°"" ' 
/ . • .. , . . "'"" L.J; 

b:; .. ·-·····--..... _ ;· . bLJ,.-, .• ,,. •• ~[ t1,1.~ !.:11;,.3ri.,... ' 
· ... ~..:...~,·~;c:,1,ct"1 . ·----.... ___ ' 

_:...::: __ ~::-- . --- --- ----=---- --_ == 

1-74 

.J:2l 

-r,'Mo-\-hj Da.j .:Pu 
\=>;,o, .· e.o.,'-\v,eUJ . Or 

··,':~~;,,:;,\:~ -~/~v-~~,,tuiiit~sf~t~~~§i~~\t0ii}.:::;;t ~.~+;~( ·c~~.:'. >0; ~ .. : ... -,. ~. "''·: :: .. , '/:-~_ ., .. ;· .~', ~·. ~:~. ·:_,.:.;,-::C."' 

1-76 

rJ. Jr.ag I) I Cf 9 3 
'"f1Rew.a. DE /II Y S.k.ul.J! (Q;_j_ r;._ 

~t · t:;: <£'1.,c(t L-v: cI-CV\ __ 

eNWJ Cl.. J_"-o · £;, a,/iL-.<.-i) 
Mrs. Nae!& D.Oaetano 
10815 Haclllto Drh• 

~ . 
. 

r. ~ 
.INUIClolf tw.a&IIOQ&,-

lltJ.[.t,- ~~:-.;! : i ~,~-All!! M 
Ll'!l~GE!Apit . 

BUREAU OfN ~Ja,~i O[!!L · · 
)P.r~~ ... ----

--~--- -- -- --



1-77 1-78 

'l 3 .,2·. ::: 

.• ,;: i, :;·~i:\~;;;~:~t1 

DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL! 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 
' Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 

philos~phy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales •. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? .. 

Men come and go, Mother Nan,re survjyes, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. · 

Sincerely, <\~ ~,·v:ff-
1~ S.'i::../~Ttl ~"f". 

· Fo!ff W\1Q,e.~11LE... fL .3!33/lo 
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May 15, 1993 

PLEASE STOP THE DRILLING 11111111 

Help us save our valuable wildlife and preserve and wonderful 
treasure such as the Everglades. There is only on Everglades 
in the world help use to preserve it so that we can show our 

future generations them, instead of having to say "There used 
to be a wonderful place called the Everglades ••• " 

WUH_·Hm 
MAY I 9 9.l3 

BURL\:, ~f V~D •IAHAGEllfl!T 
IACKSU/1 D1SIR/Cf omc 

save The Treasure, 

S,ucx:i,n DvfrN.ttLh 

Susan Deifallah 
1180 NW 123rd St 
Pembroke Pines, Fl 33024 
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l!Ull.l::t.u liF LA:ID l•lANAGl:MEllT 
411 BdL\d~~OD, SUITS 404 
JAC:KSUI, HS 39206 

DEAi! SIii 

APRIL 10, 1993 
Ll.IZ A. m: PAULA. SANTOS 
3814 NW 95 WAY 
SUNHU!E, FL. ;S;,351 

I Ai•l WIIITJ::-!G TO YOU Aim BU1 Iii St,Pl'OllT TO A PROPOSAL llY SHELL TO D,!ILL A i/ELL IN 
SOUTH FLOllIDA ON THO: MICCOSUKa::E INDIAN Rl:Si:':RVATION Ill WJ:l>TEIIII BillJWAHD GOUNT"t, 

il.Sr.A.llCii IHDICATl!li THAT OlllJUJlD'iATl:ll V;:L<,CITIES IN ALL C,F THE AC/UIFil!S ARE EltTREMELY 
:;LOW, ~ICH 'i/OULD ALWW ANY GduuNDilATU! CONTAMINATIOII TO .BE .:FFIDrIVELLY CLEAN.ED UP, 
IN THE VFi!Y UNLIKELY i:.'V~T THAT rr SiiOULD OCC:UR, 

THOSi:l <iPP<.,SING TH.tl DEVELOPM"1lT AND Gl!O'i/TK OF Otrll NATURAL Ji11ERG'l Rl!SOURC.ES ARE 
ULTD1ATEi.Y AGAINST A MARK.Ell' l:l:OIIOMY, THE RIGHT TO PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE 
CONTINUITY OF uUR COUNTRY AS A SUPEHPO~ER IN THE WORLD. 

ACCORDING TO NARXISM, MAN IS SD1PLY A MAJiIF.ESTATION OF MATTER IN A STATE OF EVOLUTIOII. 
GIVIllG CONTlllUIT"t TO THIS MARXIST COIICEP'l', ECOLOGY SEES MAN AS MERE LI!lll IN THE 
d:OLOCICAL CHAIN. H.tl IS A!J.INK JUST LIKE A COW, A PLANT AND A PILE OF MANURE ARE, 
AND TH.J!Er'ORi:: NO MORE TlWI THi:.'Y, 

IN THE CRISTIAN VISION OF THINGS, MAN POSSES.es AN INMORTAL SPIRITUAL SOUL THAT PLACES 
HIM ABOVE ALL BEINGS OF NATURE. HE OCCUPIES A MONARCHICAL POSITION IN THE ORDER OF 
l'l!E MATERIAL CllEATION "B.X:AUS:i:: HAil wAS 11ADE IN T":li:1 IMAGE OF GOD" (GEN. 916) AND 
RliX:EIVED AN UN~UIVOCAL DIVIIU! COMMAND THAT l1AKl!S HIM KING OF CRE.\TION1 "FILL THE 
E.\llTH AND SUEDU.tl IT" (GEN, 1128), 

Til.tl t:R2ATOR 1:STABLISHED A HIJ::ilARCl!Y AMONG THE MATffiIAL CREATUi!.ES (M.:N, ANIMALS, PLANTS 
AND MINiliALS j' GIVIHG l·Li\N llvNT:lIO)I ovrn CRt:ATION. FOR HIM TO DISPOSE OF IT ACCORDING 
TO .i!IS N.:.:llS IN IIAJIMON'l WITH lJIVIN.tl LiLW AND NATURAL LAw, BECAUSE OF THIS, MAN MAY AND 
SHOULD JIAIS.i:: AND-IALS, CULTIVATZ: THE ni:1Jls, DEVELOP THE LAND, FOUJID CITI!iS, OPm ROADS 
AND BUILT CIVILIZ/t.TIONS, 

Y..S, I SUPPORT'l".RHE FINDINGS Ill TH.tl DRAFT l:llVIRONMiNTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ON SHELL'S 
DRILLING PLANS ON THO: MICCOSUUE IIIDIAN 11.:S<llVATION, 

~ELY#O~,~ s~;?. 
LUIZ ~Tg~IO DE PAUL.\. tiANTOS 

-----~9 it -:-=::.~ 
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A.L. Diehl 

ID) ~ ~ u w ·- [i~\\ 
IU\} 1.!.f,,y I t) 8 1®\ 

L ---------------~ 
90'1}!::;:. ? .. t~;1~:::~'ieer.1tt"1 

5538 s.w. 88th ct. 
Gainesville, FL 32608 

May 5, 1993 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Proposal by Shell Oil 
to Drill a Well in South 
Florida 

As a resident of Florida I have a keen interest in protecting 
the total environment of the State and have followed the 
discussions about this proposed drilling. Most of the opponents 
I have heard on television are completely irrational, while 
the proponents present well thought out, .straightforward 
arguments in favor of the proposed drilling. 

I am aware that a draft environmentau impact statement (DEIS) 
has been prepared and I understand that it supports the proposed 
drilling in general. It probably would, indeed, have some short­
term disturbance to components of the human and natural 
environments. So did Hurricane Andrew. From my own experience, 
I would agree that long-term impacts are not likely, however. 

I understand that it is the opinion of the BLM, in consultation 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, that the analysis presented 
in the DEIS supports the proposal with some recommended 
mitigation. 

The Shell Oil Co. is a highly responsible operator and there 
is no doubt in my mind that they will conduct the drilling with 
the utmost regard for the environment. 

Please register my whole-hearted support for the conclusions 
of the DEIS and for the proposed drilling. 

Sincerely, 

Q o( .~D .:......ltQ 
A.L.Diehl 
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Hay 5, 1993 

BUREAU OF l,AND HANAGEHENT 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, HS 39206 

Dear Sirs, 

This letter la in reference to to the proposal for Shell 011 Company to drill 
an exloratory well on the Hiccosukee reservation in Western Broward county of 
Florida, 

I have read the DEIS that was prepared for your study and consideration. I 
find that in my opinion, such drilling would have minimal effects, and no long 
term effects or impact on the water, wetlands air or wildlife of the area. I 
realize there will be some short term impact on the environment, but feel confident 
that Shell, and the Hiccosukee tribal leadership, will do everything in their 
power to minimize any effects this drilling might have. 

I am very familiar with the area involved, as well as with the needs of the 
Hiccosukee Indians, The drill site proposed is very well protected, by rodways 
and levees. Should a spill occur, it would be easily contained, 

llhile many voice strong concerns about groundwater polution potentials, it is 
common knowledge that the movement of groundwater in this area is very slow, and 
that recovery of spilled products could be accomplished rather easily with present 
day, aimple technology, Since adjacent areas are already producing petroleum, 
and have been for many years, there is little indication that this site would 
cause any hardship to, or impact any species of wildlife. 

Finally, the atrongeat Justification for this effort is the probability that it 
will prove to be a financial boon to the Miccosukee Indiana tribe. These people 
need all the help they can get, for many of their people still live very crudely 
on the reservation, clinging to the tribal ways and customs, Should they derive 
financial help from this, it would provide a way to obtain income, a little more 
honorable that bingo parlors and cigarette sales. It would also provide some 
employment to tribal members. 

I support the plan to drill this well, and while I am an environmentalist and a 
rabid sportsman, I find no logical reason to deny the permit to do so. 

Yours very t ·"' ruly, 

/.:
)/7~· 

/.~-
Dinkel .. 

---- __ · ____ - ·_ --::::-- -"'-- -~ - . -· -
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June 22, 1993 

Robert Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

BURDO OF LAND t,WIAtnmn 
·~i(S()l!. 01$_1Rlt_1J)_lf1Cf 

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Miccosukee 3-1 Well 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses.I 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
If you believe learning is assimilated through repetition ••• read on ••• 
Drilling in the Everglades is i,1sanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 
Drilling in the Everglades is insanity, please come to your senses! 

Thank you for your time and a vote to end the insanity! 

~£.,~-
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL 
AN EXPLORATORY WELL 

ON THE 
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION 

Written conunents on the Draft Environmental Statement are being 
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the 
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide 
your name and address. Comments should be sent to: 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MississipPi 39206 

Attention: Robert v. Abbey 

*******************************************************************' 
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COl1TEX TEXTEL lfoJ~fn) 
IJ0~_!__6 ~ . 1l~j 1501560 l<RGC X 

MAILGRAM 
sur.uu Of LI/ID A:AW.G:l":fi:; ; 

JACKso11 msrmcr OFi.!f:L. __ ; 

TO• SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR BRUCE BABBIT 
1849 C STREET N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.c.· 20240 

APRIL 22, 1993 

DEAR SECRETARY BABBIT, 
I AM TAKING THIS OPPORTUNITY ON EARTH DAY TODAY TO ASK YOU AGAIN 

TO PLEASE DO ALL THAT IS POSSIBLE TO STOP SHELL WESTERN E AND P 
EXPLORITORY OIL DRILL!NG IN SOUTH FLORIDA EVERGLADES. 

THIS OR ANY INVASION INTO OUR ONLY WATER SUPPLY AND THE 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE EVERGLADES IS BEYOND BELIEF. 

PLEASE HELP US SAVE THE EVERGLADES, AND THE MANY ENDANGERED 
SPECIES IN THIS AREA OR WE MAY BE NEXT. 

SINCERELY, 

... 
Ct)l1TEX TEXTEL 

M•s•~g•• 010 - •• rec•ived 
Disconn•cl cod• I 13 

DON R. ELDERKIN 
1931 S.W. 37TH AVE, 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL. 33312 

YI I 
:",A. '-/ /,. 

\1,f' 
-...ir!tr· On 22/04/93 at 15 h 33 Elaps•d • 02 mn 35 

,1., 

·-
~~~-_ -:-- --= - ~--~ --

Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Bharwood Dr. suite 404 
Jackson, MISS 39206 

Dear MR. Abbey: · 

-·~---· --.c.·-=,c:;-==--~--
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6SSOSW4th 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33023 

This letter is concerning the drilling for oil in the Everglades, Florida. 
Although I don't completely disagree of the drilling. I think one must be very 
careful when it comes to the endangerment of the water that millions drink in 
Florida. However, I do agree to more detailed and less bios investigation from the 
government and from the oil companies. There is another detail also, there should 
regulation and inspections done everything that is done to the Everglades. Please 
keep informed of anything new that goes on in the everglades. I thank you in 
advanced for mailing to me al new development on the drilling. 

Truly yours, 

1!~ 
Manuel Elaraj 
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Dear District Manager: 

//!l.~U w mt; 
,;;Ji l•R - 6 1993 LS~ 
. L I 
; BUREAU Of lAffO IJ.INAGEIJEHT I 
'. •. J.lCKSf.N DISIR!Cf OiflCE J 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

~(~ 
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Jaokson Distr1ot Office 
Bureau of land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 SJI 
Jackson, Miss'fpi 39206 

Gentlemen, 

Apt, 504 
1147 Hillsboro Mile 
Hillsboro Beaoh, FL 33062 
April 26, 1993 

~- 1Cffi\\ 
\\0)1 1111 wm 1®\ 
; au~~~~.Of IJl!O II M t I 
~- ···•:c:J:~IR\tl Off!£__ •• · 

PLEA:SE, PLEASE do not let Shell or any other oil 
company drill for oil in the Everglades water conserva­
tion area. Directional drilling which starts outside the 
area and then angles under the area is· IN the area as far 
as I am concerned, Don't let this happen, on two bases, 

1, Everything I have r~ad, \P .. ~~tional.Geographio 
and elsewhere·, indicates that the 'Glades are unique, No 
place else on earth has a river so very wide and so very 
shallow. I want to see this unique feature preserved so 
my great-grandchildren may see it--and the fragile 'Glades 
ecosystem has already been stressed to a perilous point, 

2, There is too much danger of seepage or leakage I 
of oil into into the three possible drinking water pools 45 west of the Biscayne aquifer, As Florida's population 
and water demand grows, we may have to tap those sources. 
It would be tragic for the people of Florida to find those 
sources contaminated, 

Thank you for considering my point of view, 

Very truly yours, 

f:d; {1~ 
Ethel E, Fallon 
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-~:--~·-·· . I! rl-J.Jt.._g.JlJlJ:/ 
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Dear District Manager: 
·BU~~.: 
·-·--.f{~tf~iq.f.~fEllf 

~---.J 

I am a concerned South Florida resident 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling 

glades. 

asking you to please· 

in the eastern Ever-

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PRO~ECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, 

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

and will do every-

Thank you for your time. 

~ _____,. 
,/.,:'.., / 

e:· --/ k 9,,7 
I 

/ 

Q ( (.''"/ (. -... t!'\ 
• --..I • 

I --. . 
I l'.·\.tt(!. !:'C-/ i 

f:e~"'~"'~~ 
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' Dear District Manager: 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May. I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

(\~~~ ~ '-~Q.~J~ 
~\\tH ~'~ \\<J\f 

Ft'le. \l.,A-G 
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V. V. (VIRGJ POLAND 
Executi"' Produ«r 

105 S. W. 7th Avenue 
Fort Loudcnlalc, Florida 33312 

FAX: 305/524-4337 
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-· Charles & Ulllan finger 
5861 NW 16th Pl. ti09 

Sunrise, Fl 33313 
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Kr. Robert V, Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
~11 Briarwood Drive 
Jackson, Klas 39206 

Dear Kr, Abbey: 

p; .. j; ... 
,., --r=-·1 

00 
~ @ ~ llJ'l.JL I~.', r-- ,=-

1 i APR I 9 1993 \6 
i l __ ! 
I BURWJ or l~,.~ ;;;·.!t:m:lNI 
. ~ ·-· J:.r.~·,·"•: J1::~i.1::i (.;.;i.,:E --

Kay 19, 1993 

We implore you to atop permlts for Shell 011 Company to drill 
in Florida. We feel we have a unique sub-tropical eco-ayatem, 
entitled, THE EVERGLADES! 

Thia is not a partisan issue since both Hate Reed and Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas are committed to preserving what's left of• 
southern Florida, 

It seems that Shell may have baaed 
dated maps and erroneous conclusions, 
these out-dated evaluations which 
environment, 

Thank you. 

Winnie Foster 
311 57th Ave. s. 
St, Petersburg, FL 

33705 

their applications on out­
We have had too many of 

continue to erode our 



403 BAMBOO LANE 
LARGO, FLORIDA 34640 
MAY 17, 1993 
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ATTN: MR. ROBERT ABBEY 
411 BRIARWOOD, SUITE 404 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39206 

DEAR MR. ABBEY: -I AM WRITING TO YOU ON BEHALF OF MY FAMlL Y, AS WELL AS ON BEHALFOF'I:HE 
MGt.mJ:RS OF THE SUNCOAST GROUP OF THE SIERRA CLUB LOCATED IN PINELLAS 
COUNTY:'FLORlDA. THE SUNCOAST GROUP HAS OVER 1,500 MEMBERS WHO ARE 
CONCERNED WITH PROTECTING FLORIDA'S THREATENED NATURAL RESOURCES. 
OUR DRINKING WATER IS ONE OF OUR MOSTPRESCIOUS RESOURCES, YET ITS 
PURITY AND AVAILABILITY ARE UNDERGOING DAILY ASSAULTS. 

ONE OF THE MOST GRIEVOUS PLANNED ASSAULTS IS THAT OVER WHICH YOU 
HAVE AUTHORITY TO DECIDE ... THE APPLICATION BYTHB MICCOSUKEB INDIANS 
TO PERMIT DRILLING BY SHELL WESTERN E & PIN BROWARD COUNTY. 

HOW COULD TIDS PROPOSED ACTION NOT BE A THREAT TO THE DRINKING WATER 
OF THE RESIDENTS OFTHIS STATE WHEN THE DRILLING FOR OIL WILL BE IN 
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE WATER CONSERVATION AREA 3 AND MAY ANGLE 
UNDER THE CONSERVATION AREA? 

DIDN'T THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUE THE STATE OF FLORIDA RECENTLY TO 
PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OFTHB EVERGy\DES AND WIN THAT SUIT WITH THE 
RESULT THAT TAXPAYERS ARE NOW PAYING TO RESTORE THE EVERGLADES AND 
ITS ECOSYSTEM? HOW CAN THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, A FEDERAL 
AGENCY, NOW ACT AGAINST THE ISSUES OF THAT SUIT ... PROTECTION OF A 
FEDERAL RESOURCE AND THE THREAT TO THE DRINKING WATER OF SOUTHEAST 
FLORIDA? 

FLORIDA'S WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS ANNOUNCED RECENTL YTHATTHEY 
STRONGLY OPPOSED THE APPLICATION FOR DRILLING ON THE MICCOSUKEE 
LAND. MANY AREAS IN FLORIDA ARB UNDER WATER RESTRICTIONS, THERE ARE 
ALREADY WATER DISAGREEMENTS (WARS) GOING ON BETWEEN COUNTIES AS TO 
THE AVAILABILITY OF WATER RESOURCES, AND THE COST OF WATER IS GOING UP 
ACCORDINGLY. WE MAY BE FACING SERIOUS SHORTAGES IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

HOW CAN THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PERMIT SUCH DRILLING FOR OIL 
IN THE FACE OF THIS REALITY? IT IS THE SOLEMN RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT THE NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE 
COUNTRY AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OP ITS PEOPLE. 

THE INTEGRITY OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA'S DRINKING WATER MUST TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER THE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS OF AN OIL COMPANY AND A 
MISGUIDED NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBE. REFUSING THIS PARTICULAR USE OF 
THEIR LAND CANNOT BE CONSTRUED A 'TAKING." 

WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE, ONE FACT SHOULD DETERMINE THE OUTCOME: 
WOULD THIS DRILLING BENEFIT THE "COMMON GOOD" OR WILL IT ENDANGER m 
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2510 N.E. 35th Street 
Lighthouse Point, FL 33064 
April 28, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing tb register my opposition to Shell's 
proposal to drill for oil in the Everglades. 

Let's be honest. You know and we all know that 
drilling in the Everglades will sooner or later 
have an impact on this fragile and unique part of 
Florida, and that impact will be negative. 

Haven't the Everglades suffered enough abuse already? 

There is no commercial consideration in this world 
that can justify putting the Everglades at further 
risk. 

We are ANGRY. 

Sincerely, 

(ft,t~ ·-;i, ~,:<~/'~ 

Arthur M. Friedrichs 

100~ ~ow~·wff 
fi 1-IAY - 3 !900 ~ I ,,~ . 

145 

125 

.. __..,4flf1:B'ff~·~'<'.~~;:~?;1:~f~,-':' 
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" l 
FOR 

GODSAKES 

1Q,o .. .1u~JJ w tr 
I
,:.~, '•I 

It/ APR 2 2 1993 !i.t. 
1 L.·'i'T,i'"":'-~.,,-; 1 : ou~g~, Q.}!,;_!•.';:/>'•RrfHT 
• ~ :.· - ·,' ....... :,c ...... r .. 

};S!!ia, 
>--

SAVE THE 

EVERGLADES I 
• 

J11ckson District Office 
Bureau of Lond Honogement 

April 16, 1993 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
J11ckson, Hiss 39206 

Deor Sir or Hodom, 

The proposed scheme to ollow Shell Oil to drill for oil In the Everglades Is 
more of o Jong term govemment11J policy to domoge them. 

Hy wife ond I ore seniors who hove been been visiting the Everglades for 
11bout 30 yeors. During th11t time we hllve witnessed the continuing 
degr11d11tlon of the 6111des for many reasons. These Include II number of 
envlronmentol Insults: 
The encroachment of general development from the press of populotlon. 
The Interference with the notur11J flow of water from the poorly pl11nned 
woter regulation system, courtesy of the U.S. Army Engineers. 
The ogriculturol chemicals Introduced Into the water In the Everglades. 

Now comes the thre11t of 11n expansion of oil explorotlon ond the possible 
development of oil fields, courtesy of Shell 11nd your Bureau. 

Enough Is enough, oil field developers ore sloppy, careless people, do not 
believe whot they tell you. The truth Is not In them. Tum them down! 

Yours truly, ,:­
ef~ ..;,r~ 

r1,u·onro C.-0 ............. ... 
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JOHN GALLO 

838 Fore,! 1-:ill BIYd. 
W Palm Be•.!,, FL 33405 . 

MENTAL FLOSS···· ........ 

IE!] 

Let Shell drill in Hell 
panthers, wood stories, Everglades kites, r:-i m . (ii I? ---- ·.;. .. ·1 
Everglades minks and, In the Shell study's IO I r-}L_IS O W ~ h.'. 

. ADRIAH AUMEN own lncrlmlnaUng words, "other I ~~ I i • •· '. 
Talk about outrageous. waterfoul" (sic). . ul.1 JI 1 ';" 
With all the predlcUons about how Shell's tenacity would llllke you think It • 1 ~ 2 3 1993 L ".1: 

much 1t·s going to cost us to clean up the expects to llnd a pool of oll the sl7.e or L \ ' 
Everglades and the water wars that could Prince William Sound, but even the su~r!~' .Q(.lf•:r,},;.·.i,~mf~: 
divide South Florida, Shell OU Company .,. . ~perts doubt there's · !' · ·,:·c.:J=~5.! __ :·\v=•:r,. 
stlll wants to drill In the mld4le of the _- · · ·- much to be found. There's .•:·~ ,:;;,.-.,~, .-.;;:~,',,. .. ·~ ·- •·• 
Everglades. · not much oll In Florida, '. · What yciu can ·do., . 

The very Idea or poking more h~les In and the oll that's here Is · • Unless something . • 
the already ailing system and Increasing of such poor quality that . changes, the U.S. 
risks to wlldllfe and water supplies Is • It's hardly wonh refining. Department of the ln!erloi 
nothing short of arroganL Could It be wonh losing Is ~ to approw 

So Is Shell's attempt to •greenwash" lhe ._ lhe Everglades? . • Shell s plans soon, 
plan by"preseriUng an Envlrorunental . · Shell admits that, If It · -· s~~ ~='r ._ 
Impact Statement that uses outdated llnds oll, lt's likely to setk ~).: the stations' here's-~ 
maps and lnfonnaUon. It only sldms the . . more drllllng. It also · ·. ,;, . folks )OU can vmte · or ... • 

-- aurface-otlssues such.as.the erre~ts.!!!I._... : idmlts that spUls are -,;;; 
1 i: J!!st.man them this~:''.·'. 

groundwater and ruture restoraUon plans. Inevitable. . . . , : : .:._ , _.., column. · . ~:a;. 
The proposed drill site Is at the edge or Exxon and other ftnn> · , ' · ··_'· '. :·: 

the Big Cypress National Preserve drilling nearby have b•en . Brue, Babbitt · -~-. ·, .. 
(located by the Collier/Broward llne, nonh unable to prevent spUls. Secrelary of lhe !nleilor. ·.! 
or Alligator Alley) and the world· Almost 163,000 gallons or 1849 C Street. IN/ . · 
renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservation crude oll and 120,000 \Yalhlneu,n, D.C. 20240 · 
area that keeps Broward and Dade · gallons or plant-lcllllng 12021 208-7150 
counUes from .running out of water. brine already have been · · · · . Carol ~ei,: 

State rules prohibit direct drWlng In the spWed In the Everglades · U.S. £tMronmenlll 
cons~rvaUon ar~a, so Shell came up with area. Unchecked, one Protocllon ICet"'I 
a way around It- by drilling at an angle. gallon or petroleum can 401 M Stree~ m · 
The drWlng rig would be outside the contaminate one mllllon Washington. o.c. 20460 . 
conservaUon area. on land owned by the gallons of drinking water. . · (202) 260-4700 
Mlccosukee Indians (read: federal land). That's why about 300 _ 
The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet South Floridians, and even Rol,o,t V. Ablrl1 ·-,;· .. 
east - smack dab In the conservaUon area some tourists, crammed a Dlslric:t rnana,er of lhe ·. 
at.18,850 feet down. ' recent pubUc haring In · 8ureau'of Lind Manacement 

:mck. Browar{I County to talk ~~Office 

The drllllng rig would stand In a cattle with Washington Suite 404 Ddve, 
pasture within 200 feet or a canal and bureaucra!S on the Issue- jackson MS 22203 
only 1,000 feetrrom a pumping staUon "Tell Shell to drill In •

0 

' - ,: •· 

that Cumels water Into the Everglades Hell!~ yelled some fol~. 
water catclunent areas. hnaglne what a Others are-cuUlng up their Shell credit 
hurricane could do with that setup. cards and taking their business elsewhere. 

The area Is also home to Florida · Not a bad Idea. 

ma 
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A):>ril 15, 199'.3 
DO NOT ALLOW Shell or ANY orr. COMPANY to 

DRILT, IN THE EVh'RGLADEi of FLORIDA I 111 This -
would be an EXTREMET,Y n,AGHANT usi; of our WET­
LANDS ant\ WATl:.'R TABLES; which are ALREADY POL!l­
"CED and IM~B!6ELY OVER-IJSf:D. . .. 

If you allow Shell, or anyone, to drill in 
the Everglades; it will LEAD TO ALMOST UNLIMIT-
ED DRILLING in the future! Everyone will want part 
of the action. This will•fsurely lead to DISAS-
TEROUS POLLUTION 11 I ::,· --

011 Companies in partiicular, and the Micco­
suk~e Indians DO NOT NEED THE HONBY as badly 
as WI,; NEED ALL THE CLEAN WATBR THAT Wi,; CAN 01'.'TI 

Inank you very much •. 

///4', .,,..~ ~~---
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Apri I 24, 1991 

Mr. Bert !lodgers 
Jackson District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Sir1 

This is written in support of the Shell Oil Company proposal 
to drill a well on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward 
County, Florida, It seems to me there can be no doubt that we need 
to pursue every reasonable possibility for increased production of 
DOMESTIJ;;, energy of eve~y kind. 

Shell Oil Company has an outstanrlin11 rpccrd cf environmental 
responsibility, as recognized by the u. S, Interior Department 
Conservation Award. In recent years, they have reduced total 
efitimated emi'!'Ssions <annual SAlln report.) hy 9ilY., a,,ct h;Jve cut by 
871. the volume of hazardous w,1st.e from o,ffshore operations. We 
need more citizens !private, corporate ;,nd guvernment.all like Shell 
Oi I. 

The proposed well location is on 1lrained grazing land - not 
pristine Everqlad1>fl - and is iri ;in area which has already produced 
almost 100 million barrels of oil since 19'13 without serious 
environmental impact. The dril linq plan meets all governmental 
regulations and includes, among other pr1>caut.ions, the construction 
of a four foot berm around the dri 11 ing site, use of reinforced 
plastic line-rs under the rig, ~,nd .. =1 totally enclo~ed driJ linq 
fluids system. 

There is one other point that I r.an't resist raising, simply 
because l"ve never heard anyone else mention it. I moved from 
Texas to Florida in 1967, and I like Flurida very much. However 
I do get a bit tired of listening to all the calamity-howling about 
the adverse effects of o-ff-shore drillinir for oil. l don't 
remember ever hearinq a Floridian say he had refused to buy gas -for 
his car because it might have come -from a we! 1 off-shore of Texas. 

cc: Governor Lawton Chiles 
Senator Bob Graham 
Senator Connie Mack 
Representative Bob McCollum 
Shell Oil Company 
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May 3, 1993 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

lo)~~'jl ilnl~~ 
BUREAU OF WID 1/.\.~.\CWEHl 
_ J!,SKS~,?I 01s1~·~1 omcE 

Gentlemen: 

This is written to express my approval of and support for the 
conclusions of the draft environmental impact statement concerning 
the Shell Oil proposal to drill a well in South Florida on the 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation in western Broward County. 

I'm enclosing a copy of my original letter to you on this 
subject, and would like to offer. one additional comment. For 
things to work right in this country, we must all stop saying - "By 
all means do something about it (whatever it might be), but don't 
do it in my back yard." 
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A, P. Garner 
470 Village Place 

Apartment 208 
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May 14, 1993 
~ 

Deay MY .•.bey: SAVE THE ENV~ElNMENT 

Please deny Shell 011 a peymit to dYill an 
exployatoyy well in the FloY.!da EveYglades. 
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May 7, 1993 

Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood, suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

As your tiles have revealed, I previously have written 
you under separate cover in support ot the proposal of 
Shell Oil Company ot Houston, Texas to drill a well in 
south Florida on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in 
western Brevard County. As I understand it, a dratt 
environmental impact statement (DEIS) has been prepared 
tor the Bureau ot Land Management by Dames & Moore 
Consulting Company in Boca Raton, Florida. I am writing 
to strongly urge you to support the conclusion ot the 
DEIS. 

The . DEIS states that the drilling ot the proposed 
exploratory well would cause some short term disturbance 
to components of the human and natural environments, but 
would not have a significant impact on water, air, 
vegetation, wetlands, or wildlife, Further, that 
measures to mitigate short term disturbances are 
recol1llltended in the document and will be implemented. 
According to the environmental study, investigations 
indicate that the important potable ground water sources, 
such as the Biscayne aquifer and sensitive water bodies 
such as water conservation area JA are sufficiently 
protected by distance and physical barriers so as to be 
unaftected by the proposed drilling. Additionally, 
ground water velocities in all ot the aquifers are 
extremely slow which would allow any underground 
contamination to be ettectively cleaned up in the very 
unlikely event that it should occur. 

Therefore, supporting my past position, I strongly urge 
your approval for the drilling of the proposed 
exploratory well.· 

Trusting that you will give our recommendation strongest 
consideration and final approval, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

f.1 fl_., On. 
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Boca Raton, Florida 
May 5, 1993 

Hr. Robert V. Abbey, District Nanager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Hr Abbey, 

I am writing to support the draft environmental impact 
report (DEIS) prepared for you by Dames and Moore Consulting 
Company. 

I have been a resident o! Florida for many years and have 
a real interest in protecting the environment but I am also 
aware of the public need of the many items made from crude oil, 
for which~unfortunately we must largely depend on foreign im­
ports •• The conclusion of the DIES report seem to make it clear 
that no long range environment damage will result and I am sure 
the short range concern can be correctd. In view of this I again 
strongly support the DIES report findings and urge its acceptance. 

:~ ocrma1 

510 N.E. Kay Terrace 
Boca Raton, Florida 33432 

((oJ rt rc-'LU) __ , 
WI I/Ar , o 19/JJ JiJ,, 

Bu11~u OF Wio tLtN,ici· ! -.l!i!J,~,:~~ 
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Jacks~·n' Di~·trict Offi'ce 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206. 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

.1-12a· 

~ m ~ ~ !!j@j'"" 
I •hm.u or uuo r.l!JIAWdin ! 
L.:g~!.Pl!lli .. ... J 

15, 1992 

. . . ,r.· .,, .· It is unbelievable that you would allow oil drilling to take 

place in the Florida Everglades. I am very sdongly opposed to 

this and must stre~~ously'voice ty objection to this action. 

Even with all: 'pr~cautions being taken against an oil spill, 

there are still many reasons against oil drilling in the Evergl-. · 

ades. The animals, some of whom are on the Endangered Species 

List, are at risk just by having the people and equipment there. 

They would retreat from the area and they don't have anywhere 

else to go as all the areas surrounding the Everglades are 

populated and heavily built up. i.e. Florida Panther 

What about the water tables? The drilling is certain to 

disturb them. They want to drill right through our water supply. 

If a spill occurs and even if it is contained there is no guar­

antee that our water will not be contaminated! This our supply 

of drinking water that is being put 1n jeopardy! 

There are also rare forms of vegetation that could be 

harmed or eliminated by the entry of an oil rig and crew. It 

has been proven in the past i.e. straightenin·g of the inland : 

waterways,that disruption of· our natural enviroment is dangerous. 

The Everglades are essential to the balance of nature in Florida. 

It would be totally irresposible to allow drilling in the 

Everglades. The only people who want this drilling want it for 

1-129 1-130 
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only one reason, GREED. They are not concerned with the well 

being of the people of Florida or the safety of the animals or 

total envir~ent. If you give them an inch of land to drill on 

they will want a mile and more in the future. Then the Ever­

glades will be no more and Florida will no longer be able to 

exist as it does now. 

STOP AND THINK NOW! 
•' I 

Yo;_,(t~ /) ' / 

;Y4f7k,v~r;:?.-,/J!/ 
·ueather Grand' 

2112 Cypress Bend Dr. s. Apt. 806 
Pompano ~each, FL 33069 

:.IAY 2, 1993 

TO: BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
FROM: DAVID GREEN 
SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

I SUPPORT THE FINDINGS IN THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT ON SHELL OIL COMPANY'S DRILLING PLANS ON THE 
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION. 

/)().~~ /)Mt..., 
DAVID GREEN 
1311 CALCUTTA DR 
GULF BREEZE, FL,32561 
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1994 Mid Ocean Circle 
Sarasota, FL 34239 
May 4, 1993 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

rn
~ig~owfi ·:, 

i \ Mt« 1 o~J/' 
Gentlemen, 

BUREAU Of LAHO 1"·1'~·-r.· "" · 
_ 11.CKSr.t1 msrni;!i ·~:?·~:.l· 

I understand that one of the large oil companies is 

requesting permission to drill on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation. 

In my estimation due to our dependancy on foreign oil 

permission should be granted, providing the oil company gives you 

assurance that any damage of any kind vill be promptly corrected. 

We in the United States of America have encountered diffi­

culties in the past, and oil companies should be encouraged to 

develop sources tor gas and oil here at. home. 

Sincerely, ("""' ~ 

~a/d 4''-0';n:~.,-""'-
Edvard B. Green 
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Hay 12, 1993 

Bureau of Land Management: 

Hy family and I moved to Pensacola Florida from Traverse City 
Michigan three years ago, We chose to live in Pensacola 
becauae it resembled Traverse City in many ways. We consider 
ourselves fortunate to live in such a beautiful State, 

While living in Northern Michigan we were exposed to a 
controversial subject. Several oil Companies held mineral 
leases in the Pigeon River National forest but were unable to 
drill because of potential environmental problems, The final 
outcome was the Department of National Resources gave Shell 
Oil Co. permission to operate the wells in behalf of all of 
the oil companies. 

The drilling program resulted in a minimal environmental 
impact. Many of the DNR officers bdlieved that the program 
actually enhanced the wildlife habitat. 

Shell Oil Co, demonstrated there professionalism by exceeding 
the requirement of the State and the Department of National 
Resources in many of there operating procedures, Based on the 
prudent practices demonstrated in this program I'm supporting 
the proposal to drill in the Hiccosukee Indian Reservation in 
Broward County Florida. 

I would like a summary of the environmental impact statement 
and any further updates in this matter, 

Sincerely, 
J,J, Guyett 
3103 Brittany Pl, 
Pensacola, Florida 

:.-:\~ 
Jt<. 

.-"'--
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900 Intracoastal Dr. 
Ft. Lauderdale FL 33304 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarvood Drive, Suite 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

May 3, 1993 

404 

tfiiause I believe this is terribly important, I am vriting 
to ask that, 

.!:!.Q .!IB.!!.,1-!NQ be permitted in our Everglades 

This in response to a notice in a recent issue of the Fort 
Lauderdale SUN SENTINEL. 

~~&:::r 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Hiaa. 39206 

Dear Hr. Abbey, 
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April 18, 1993 

fo) m @ ~ o w ·t\(? ~JI APR 2 2 r~---· ' 
~'~~:O:-._' :"r 1:·. ·.· 

I read about the hearings on the proposed drilling by Shell 011 ln 
the Everglades in a recent article tn the Florida Sun-Sentinel, 
As part of your decision making process, I would urge you to consider these additional comments. 

Firstly, I was totally shocked to read that such an effort waa 
under serious consideration, I was further suprtsed that this was 
the first I waa hearing about it, after the fact (the hearing) 
since I had not seen or heard of any notices of the hearing even 
though I read the daily papers and watch the TV news. 

It seems ludicrous to me that you would consider risking the health 
and Welfare of a whole immediate population, both humans and 
animals, for the sake of benefiting a private company or should I 
ai!ly an influential private company. Aa you well know, such an 
operation would be very risky in terms of an oil spill even with 
the beat of safeguards in place, Unfortunately, I don't believe I 
that there can be enough safeguards. And in the event of a 
catastrophe, who will foot the bill? Shell? The government? The 5 6 
taxpayers? I think the prtortties are all mixed up, How much 
research has been done to Insure a 100\ chance of success? 
Are all cleanup measures thoroughly thought out and in place? 
Who will benefit from tho-operation and to what degree? Does the risk go wtth the beneficiaries? 

I would respectfully ask that you consider all of these things and 
make the 'right• decision, i.e. disallow this pending nightmare. 

s~1f l'J/. L. ll 
Albert ~aeJ;{{lt~ 

A.H1tblrl1 
4700 Shtnwooct For Ill Drt,a 

Dthy !INCi!, FL 33445 

~ 
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Jolm E. Harman 
900 N. Broad St .• 4130 

Brool.avillc, Florida 34601 

May 6, 1993, 

BUREAU OF LANO MANAGEMENT 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404, 
Jackson, MS 39206. 

.. ·\ 

··,.~,. 

OO

m mowmf.\l 
MAY I O 1993 j'l[ , L. 

BUREAU Of LAND IIJJIA.-:£J[iJII • 
JACKS~N DISTk'~I OfflCE ___ J 

In Re: Proposed Exploratory drilling well by 
Shell Oil Company in western Broward 
County, Florida. 

Dear Sirs: 
As one who has followed the U.S. Oil In­

dustry.for over 50 years, I urge your favorable 
action on the requested permit to drill this 
well, for three paramount reaso~s. 

First, as a nation, we need all additional 
petroleum reserves that can pe found by explora~· 
tory drilling. Our whole economic structure is 
fuelled and fed by oil & gas. And the availabili­
ty or foreign sources can not be assured, as we 
have learned in recent years, And we manage tb find 
only about as much as we use currently. 

SffCond, You could not find a better oil 
company than Shell ror this test, As the largest 
offshore producer with extensive experience in all 
types of delicate and difficult drilling operations 
from the Gulf Coast to California to Alaska to the 
Bering Sea and overseas, they have never had a 
serious accident to foul the environment. 

Third, Shell has a highly developed policy 
and program to enhance our environment, and spares 
no effort to avoid any material degradation of 
the enviDonment. Their record is outstanding, 

Respectfully yours, / 

~&-~ 
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Mr, Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 

IB.
mmmow11~,\ 

I II\'' 
I
. U , r.f,ol ! C) !!"!-"1 \ 1. \\j\ .\.•..!! • • I - ; 

Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss, 19206 

. I 
·bx!.=!~: ; , ·: · ~:-~:' 1 

:~::: ~-· 

Dear Mr, Abbey, 

I am writing to express my deep concern and abhorrence to 
possible drilling in search of oil in our everglades. 

I strongly recommend reviewing Shell Oil's motive, promises 
and consequence of an exploratory well being so near the 
Biscayne Aquifer, (Please review the problems and deficiency 
of Big Cypress Swamp.) 

The ancient marshland is a key link in our water supply, 
moderates our climate and attracts one million plus tourists 
to our area, It has been decreed a place of safety for 
wildlife and a zone of our planet where life naturally occurs -
set apart from development. Such an area is~ and not 
an appropriate place for industrial activity. 

Rest assured I will do all I can to stop any drilling and 
will encourage all Floridian's and American's to speak out -
write out and vote out against this! 

Sr2YJ.dau~ -f-/{ ·9.3 

Denise Harris 
1536 N,F, 30th Court 
Pompano Beach, FL 33064 
Voter Registration# 1660823 

cc, Gov. Chiles 
Pres, Clinton 
Vice Pres. Gore 
Sen. Shaw 
Rep. Rayson 
Shell Oil 

I 
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lll} fl !J 
,.-. . llT Dear District Manager: BU,rc~s%:.•:. _ . 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever- , 

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only .purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed· to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

~~ 
// ~i)A-,J ~e,.if'll/tJ 
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April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

Native Americans have a saying that they are tlie "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's· responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales •. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and eo, Mother Nan,re suryjyes. Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. · 

Sincerely. ·c..__::·_·J. ii ~~~~1!.A.J 

;(.' 

>·"',...·~:'itvii•• ,,, v-:::,., f\, ))'#I 

o•..ia> 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 
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:;r.·,; APR 2 61993 11,: 
i•J .. , 1·'-' 
I ' • : 

·1 BURL!.U Of uuo r,rnAG!:l,lENT · _ Jt:~,r: DIS'sRl~I OrflCE 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No nlllllber of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the· 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very concerned, 

~.'M~0-U. 
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April 15, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarvood Drive ff.~-xru_J; . 

/1.ili 11P1! I 91993 pl; Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

To Whom It May Concern; /, e~Aiili'lTiiiiffiiiNr 
...... -... 1~':t::·~~J!§f!i~i~L __ _ , 

I fervently hope that there is somebody who is 

concerned about the impending decision to sacrifice another 

natural environment. 

I am writing to express my emphatic opposition to the 

idea of drilling t~r oil in the Everglades. Having just nov 

found out that this is even a consideration, I am writing in 

a state of disbelief. 

Hov many oil spills, with accompanying sights of 

desecrated shorelines and suffering oil-slicked animals are 

we going to have to view on T.V. before we learn that there 

is no such thing as a •sate• oil operation? 

What consideration has there been given to how Shell 

Western•s oil drilling operation, and the surrounding 

environment will be safeguarded during a hurricane? One 

look at Andrew's destruction should speak a thousand words. 

I admit to driving an automobile that needs petroleum 

products to function. I realize the oil companies must 

search tor fuel somewhere, but more than that, I realize the 

need tor protected areas in this vastly beautiful land of 

ours. The Everglades are supposed to be one ot those 

24 

f 
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protected areas, and they suffer enough damage from 

civilization's nearby encroachment. Please let•s not 

subject it to more Of mankind•s "safe" attempts to fulfill 

our needs ·while ignoring the needs ot the natura1 
environment. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Linda A Hill 
3001 s. Ocean Dr., Apt, PHR 
Hollywood, Florida 33019 

~--=--· - -=--- --

:? 



1-158 

1><.v ~1i,. #&b1. '/-/).<J/?.3 

1 .s--l-rm-ij~ oJll1~~ ~~v Je111~ 

~~,e.t! C1~ (:oi\~4
1
j ~e,rtvi1 t -6 Jyd( * 

O\ \ I"' it~ fvt>1Jl oJ~-s. ···l,e fve111 I~~ 
l~ a \.(\\iiv-e ~'S'1~b CJ-v.J. i':I ~"' Stllt'rl 

J.;'.:i*"°C.S 5 I\ ou>, s 
1 <f' o w o 4/ ~ Te.u-.c..u 
'\M,14-,eM, f~. "3~:, )-I 

/ 

ill'~-

~i'f-l. \+i\~ 

1-160 

DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILLI 

April 19. 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

~,w11ur 
\llU~~ -5 ,;J" 
: .-~~~JE._J 

Native Americans have a saying that they are tb'e "caretakers" of Mother Barth. and their 
philosophy Is that it Is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it Is already In 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and go, Mother Nature survives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. 

il!i:i,(!liw~wH/iJ 
J,f,,j /(!.;£,.:,,, /~ / 

;-'--.:.'.~- :~-.'--~~ -. - _ _:....;_~· .. -.:.. ... ----~--"' •c-- - -:·~.'-"':'~..:_ ___ ---"--• :..~~~·--:::-:-;--:--•-- • -- •,===o 
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Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive #404 
Jackson, Mieeieeippi J9206 
Sir a 

202 s. W, 6J Avenue 
Plantation, PL JJJ17 
May 9, l99J 

I am writing to you to urge·' that the application of the 
Shell oil Company for permission to drill for oil in the 
Everglades be challenged and denied. 

The Everglades is a eyetem 1mique in the entire world, 
Not only is it a natural wc:·nder, but it serves as a 
recharge area for the potable water of thousands of 
people. 

The Everglades ie a fragile, water-soaked land that hae 
undergone tremendous stress and deprivation. Its flora 

I 
and fauna have been decimated. The land now needs restor-:2:3 ation. The proposed drilling would further damage this 
life-giving area and would set a terrible precedent for 
further destruction. Drilling brings roads, storage areas, 
support facilities, and general ruin to a pristine area. 
The run-off from drilling would mean death to the immed­
iate environment, wildlife destroyed, and the way opened 
for other incureione into an area that should be secure 
from for-profit adventures, 

: -·~ 

South Florida citizens count on thie land for protection and 
recharge of their aquifdr, This world-class environmental 
treasure should not be destroyed for the specious arguement O .,i 
that we need oil, Conservation and other energy sources 
should be pursued by our government rather than the dee- . 
truction of our environmentally sensitive and productive .'·,· 
natural lands. 

Sincerely yours, 

i.·: ~~~ 
. 1>f ~ II.ti,. , . 
, ,.-.l 1993 N· 
! i!il ;!i,; 4 ~-l.li 
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John J. Hopkins 
51 Pine Drive 

Homosassa, FL. 34446 

'\fo)1 Ii @ Ii u ~ llfn\1 
\\l\1\ MAY I 8 9l3~,\!J 

Bureau ol Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS. 39206 

Dear Sirs: 

May 14, 1993 

Re. Mlccosukee lndlan Res. • Shell OIi 

In connection with lhe proposal ol Shell Oil Company to drlll a well on 
lhe Mlccosukee lndlan Reservation. I would like lo register my support ol lhe proposed 
proJect. 

II appears that Shell has Investigated the Impacts on the area and the 
environment with the preparation ol a drall environmental statement prepared a 
respected consulllng firm and lhal the conclusions are favorable tor the venture. 

Shell ls a company lhal Is strongly lnlluenced In the direction of 
envlronmenlal prolectlon and has the llnanclal support to provide the necessary 
safeguards lo prevent delelerlous effects. 

Therefore, In the absence of any previously unknown negative Impacts. I 
support the Shell proposal which should Improve our country's position In providing a 
needed domestic product using American labor. 

YOU.JS truly } / / / . 
,6~Y.~?4U4 
John J. Hopkins 

/ 
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL! 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U. S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen:. 

r-- -~-··-··1 

f@L&~§ u w ~ ~·11j 
/fr.,! :,-,, I 91993 f1 ... , ... ·• ~ I 
. • I 
/ E~qih!:Wui;,,:,r,~111 
. \~· ·:~··!~~·;,,-;iVifJC[ ·-

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 

, PLANET? 

Men come and go, Mother Nnture suryjves, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. 

:z:~~I) 
(./1:a~ 3qJ114 

R-lau.~ Pl- 32,317 
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Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, HS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

fo) - -7; ·,n ·.:~ it 
ln)'. :-:::;:-;··,~~~1.L~Ji 

I ; 

i ··------ 5352--4 Summerlin Road eui,i\0 ~FL11,·1:::J1;.;r1.;rnr 
1
·Fort Hyers FL 33919 

~1..l'.~.tlC.!.!:!!ffiL_. • 

Hay 8, 1993 

As a Florida citizen, I would like to register my strong 
support for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on Shell's 
exploratory drilling plans on the Hiccosukee Indian Reservation, 
It is my firm conviction,that this type of work is essential to 
the future welfare of the State of Florida, 

Very Truly yours 

..,i/ __ .. ,#. d---~ 
George'G, H~ 

' .~ . 
. :·~ ·; . 
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22, 1993 ' Robert Abbey 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

REI Drilling of EKploratory Well by Shell Inc. 
on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation 
in Broward County 

The nature of this letter is to inform you of my genuine 
concern with the risk involved in drilling in such an 
environmentally sensitive area. As a geology student at Broward 
Community College, my fellow students and l are continually 
keeping abreast of potential hazards that can endanger the South 
Florida ecosystem. On April 14, 1993 we attended the public 
hearing on this issue and we all concluded that this drilling 

should not be done. 
The (DEIS) study did not take In account many topics which 

we In class had discussed. I am certain you have received 
numerous letter~ pertaining to this is~ue. Sa I won't bore you 
with environmentalist quibble. · 

I just would like to let you know that on this Earth Day 
April 22, 1993, are duty as den~zens of this planet is the 
preservation of the Earth, not its depletion. 

Yours truly.~ ~ 

Iahno~ 
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320-A NW 7th Avenue 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33060 
(305) 537-3111 

Friday, April 16, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Misa. 39206 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 
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I would like to voice my concern of the Oil drilling in the Everglades. 
It'a bad enough we have developed homes in these aresa, slowly enveloping 
much of the natural historical significance of Florida. But when we begin to 
savagely rape our land for monetary gain, there will be a price to pay. 

I 
Florida depends upon the everglades for fresh water, and if we jeopardize 

"4,!5 our supply of fresh water and put natural inhabitants at risk, our future children 
could regret something we could have prevented. 

Please reconsider. There are other ways to discover and retrieve oil if 
it exist, We just have to find e way to discover it patiently, or another 
method of energy. 

--_, .--s\i;t-
.. , ;1.,t~ ... y ' 

i;·i .~6616 I lkNJ~\ 
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PAUL G, JAMESON 
MOUNTAIN LAKE 

P.O.BOXIS2 

LAKE W>~S. fLORIOA :13453 
,,,,, ,1 .. m, 
Hay 7, 1993 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, HS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

Energy drives our industries, transportation system and 
ia the prime motivator of a vibrant economy. We need 
more domestic oil production end lesa imported oil, 
therefore I strongly support e proposal by Shell to 
drill a well in South Florida on the Hiccosukee Indian 
Reservation. A draft of the environmental impact 
statement has been prepared for the Bureau of Land 
Management by Dames & Moore Consulting Company in Boes Raton, Florida, 

I am writing to encourage you to support the conclusion 
of the environmental impact statement. 

They atete that the drilling of the proposed explora­
tory well could cause some short-term disturbance to 
components of the human and natural environments, but 
would not have significant impacts on water, air, 
vegetation, wetlands or wildlife. Measures to mitigate 
short-term disturbances are recommended in the document 
and would be implemented. 

The potential effects of tho exploratory well on water 
resources and wildlife appear to be the areas of the 
greatest public concern. Investigations indicate that 
important potable ground water sources, such as the 
Biscayne aquifer and sensitive water bodies, such as 
Water Conservation .area 3A, are sufficiently protected 
by distance and physical barriers so as to be 
unaffected by the proposed drilling, 

Additionally, ground water velocities in all of ths 
aquifers are extremely slow, which would allow any 
ground water contamination to be effectively cleaned up 
in the very unlikely event that it sho~ld occur. 

Wildlife investigations indicate that the well site 
does not support significant specie~ or populations of 
wildlife, including endangered species such as the 
Florida panther and the Everglades snail kite. 

........ 
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PAUL G. JAMESON 
MOUNTAIN LAKE 

,.o.soxm 
VJ<E WALES. FLORIDA 33153 

(113) 871-5231 

I understand it is the opinion of the Bureau of Land 
Management, in consultation with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, that the analysis presented shows that the 
proposed well by Shell with the recommended mitigation, 
complies with all applicable regulations and assures 
protection of natural resources and environmental 
quality. 

I fully support this position snd ask-for your support 
on Shell's proposal to·drill a well on the Hiccosukee 
Indian Reservation. 

Sincerely 

PGJ/pr 

- 2 -
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May 10, 1993 

Robert V. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

I understand that from now until November you 
will be deciding whether or not to issue Shell 
Oil a permit to drill an exploratory well in the 
Florida everglades. Even though the area is not 
within Everglades National Park, it is still in 
the "historic" everglades. Please deny the permit. 

Sincerely, 

~'W-~~ 
Joan w. Jenrich 
PO Box 7251 
st. PEtersburg, FL 33734-7251 
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-==-- MENTAL·FLOSS 

IE!] 

---Let Shell drill in Hell 
C'J 

panthers, wood storks, Everglades kites, 

AllR~ 

Evergludell minks and, In the Shell •ludy's 
own lncrbnlnatlng words, "olher 

Talk about outrageous. 
waterfoul" (sic), 

Wilh all lhe predlctloN about how 
Shell's teiw:IIY would make you think II 

much It's going to cost us to clean up lhe 
expects to find a pool of oll the size or 

Everglades and lhe water wars lhat could 
Prince William Sound, but even lhe 

divide South Florida, Shell Oil C"ompanY 
experts doubt there's 

&1111 wants to drill In lhe middle of lhe 
much to be found. Tbere's 

Everglades, 
not much all In Florida, 

What you can do 

Tbe very Idea of poking more holes In 
and 1he oll lhat's here Is 

Unless somelhlng 

lhe already ailing sy•tem and Increasing 
or such poor qualllY that 

changes, the U.S. 

risks to wUdll!e and water supplies Is 
It's hardly worth relining, 

Department of Ille Interior 

nothing short of arrogant. 
Col)ld It be worth losing 

Is expected to approve 

So Is Shell's attempt to •greenwash" the 
lhe Everglades? 

Shell's plans soon. 

plan by pr ... ntlng an Environmental 
Shell admits that, 11 ll 

Besides cutting up your 

tmpact s1a1ement lhal uses outdated 
finds oil, !l's likely to seek 

Shell card and t,oyconing 

maps and IJl!ormallon. It only •klms lhe 
more drilling. It also 

Iha stations, here's some 
folks you can write. Or 

aurrace or Issues such .. lhe ertects on 
admits that spills are Just mall them lhls 

voundwater and future restoration plans, 
Inevitable, 

column, 

Tbe proposed drill site Is st the edge of 
Enon and olher ftrms 

the Big Cypress NaUonal Preserve 
drilling nearby have been 

Brucallabbltt 

(located by the Collier/Broward line, north 
unable to prevent spUls, 

Secr•lalY of Iha tntellor 

of Alligator Alley) and lhe world· 
Almost 163,000 gallons of 

1849CStree1. tNI 

renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservation 
crude oll and 120,000 

Wasllin&1on, o.C. 20240 

area that keeps Broward and Dade 
gallons a,ptant-kllllnll 

(202) 208-7150 

counUes from runnJng out of water. 
brine already have been Caro1Bro-

State rules prohibit direct drllllng In the 
spWed In the Everglades u.s. Er,wonmental 

consorvatlon area, so Shell came up wllh 
area. Unchecked, one ProteCdon Agerct 

a way around It:. by drllllng st an angle. 
gallon of petrolewn can 

401MSUee~SW 

n,c drilling rig would be outside 1he 
contamlnste one mWlon 

Wasllin&IOII, D.C. 20460 

con:servaUon area, on land owned by the 
gallons or drinking water. 

(202) 260-4700 

Mlccosukee Indians (read: federal land), 
niat's why about 300 Robert V. AblieJ 

· n,e end or lhe drill would be 4,700 feet 
Soulh Ftorldlans, and even 
some tourbts, cranlnled a 

Disutcl manager of Ille 
B111eau of Land Management 

east - smack dab In the conservation area, recent public bearing In 
Broward Counly to talk 

Jacksoll DisUicl Offica 
411 Briiuwoocl Ddve, rf 

st I 8,850 feet down, 
Slick, 

• Tbe drilling rig would stand In a cattle 
with Washington $Uhe404 

pasture wiUiln 200 feet or a canal and 
bureaucrats on lhe Issue. Jacl<sCn, MS 22203 

only 1,000 !eel from a pumping staUon 
"'!'ell Shell to drlll In 

that funnels water Into the Everglades 
Uell!" yeUed some folks, 

water catchment areas. Imagine what a 
Other.; are cutting up their Shell credit 

hurricane could do wltl1 that setup. 

cards and taking their business elsewbere. 

The area Is also home to Florida 
Not a bad Idea. 
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BUREAU OF lA~D 1.1-\.~~GEl.f:11 . JACKsmi msrn1cr omc 
Dear District Manager: 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratoi·y drilling in the eastern Ever­
glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company ·whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water-. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time.~/~ 

/~,heD~~~/ 
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BLM 
411 Briarwood 
Suite 4olt 
Jackson, HS 392o6 

Dear Sira: 
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riol ~ @ rITVif ~Ii 
Ip) MAY I o 1993 J@ ,[. ""'""­.:·~~·~i~rr.·~rG=· :£ ·--J 
I --

Hay 7, 1993 

I would like to add my voice to the approval regarding 

a proposal by Shell Oil Company to drill a well in South Florida 

on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in western Broward County. 

I supIJO:t thia project since it waa in the opinion ot 

the BLM, in conaultation with the Bureau ot Indian Attairs,"that 

the analysis presented in the DEIS (draft environmental impact 

statement) shows that the proposed action, with recommended 

mitigation I complies with all applicable'regulationa and assures 

protection o! natural resources and ,nvironmental quality•" 

Shell Oil Company baa always been in the !ore!ront in 

preaarving our natural resources and I wiah them well. 

µ~ 
Edward Kempa 
182 Grand Cypress ct. 
Winter Haven, FL. 3}88Q..1«176 
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B,L,M. 
411 Briarvood 
Suite 404 

May 12, 1993 

~

---···· .. 1 I~ ~ (il ~ n w ~ r:.,, 

lnr~·:-; ,m ][ 

BURCAU or LAND ,.~.m;;rn ·N1 I 
··- 1icK~~11 msm·~, omc~ .J 

Jackson, MS 39206 

I am vriting to endorse Shell Oil Company's environmental 
impact statement in support of its proposal to drill a vell 
in Southern Florida on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation. 

I do not profess to be an expert on the environmental 
problems covered by the impact atatement. H01,ever, as a 
retired Shell officer, I aasure you that you can rely on the 
integrity of Shell's DEIS in aupport of thia proposal, 

While I was vith Shell, we prided ourselves on our commitment 
to the environment. As I have folloved Shell'a progress 
since I retired, r have been impressed that Shell is even 

more so committed. 
Once the environmental problems have'been satiafied, 

findin~ n~v c~ude reserves, particu;arly land reservea, is 
of paramount ~mportance to the national security and economic 

veltare of the country. 
Sincerely, w~c~ 

William F. Kenney 
1724 Wateredge Dr, 
Naples, Fla. 
Phone 813-566-1452 

1 
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June 11, 1993 

Robert Abbey 

403 oakwood Court 
Fern Fark, FL 32730 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

\IBt! ~, : :~ -~-1 
I .\""'.""_j : ,_ . J/,C~.SOH Y)Sl?!Cl OFFICE •• Dear Mr. Abbey, 

I have read that Shell Oil has applied for a permit 
for exploratory drillin~ in the Everglades, This permit 
should not be granted. 

Biologists and other scientists have expended 1ar~e 
amounts of their own energy attemptiny. to convince people 
that the Everglades are already in a utate of decay and 
pollution. \l'e have learned that draining them or parts 
of them is the wrong thing to do. Soon we will begin the 
first step in restoring the ~vere,lades by returning the 
Kissimmee river to its natural flow. We learned that it 
was a mistake to channelize the river because it increasea 
the amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus pollutiny, lake Okee­
chobee and the Glades. 

The Everglades act as a purification system for water 
which runs out to the Florida reef. I'm sure your are a­
ware that the reef is in danger from pollution and there­
fore all the marine life which feeds there. The Everglades 
provide natural flood control in disasters such as hurri­
canes. 

We need to restore the Ever~lades to their oriFinal 
condition not just because they provide h8bitat for endan­
gered birds and diverse and undiscovered plant life. ~e 
need to save them because they are saving our own lives, 

Please work to deny the fihell application. The least 
d~mage would be the relocation of a few more wild animals 
and the possible destruction of some unknown plant form. 
The worst that could happen would be the actual discovery 
of oil. 

Florida is the perfect location to increase the use 
of direct solar energy and its related forms such as bio­
mass. The University of Florida already has a biomass 
·institute providing information about renewable enerpy 
conversion technologies, These are the technoloe,ies which 
should be encouraged and subsidized, Oil is now the in­
ferior fuel, Please don't ask ~ur last remaining natural 
purification system to work any t1arder. 

Yours truly, 

~\C&AfQ 
!.iamuel Kendall 
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HaL'ch .:0, 1993 

Nr, ,<obert V, Abbey 
.liistrict Manager 
i3ureau of Land 1~anage1.11en t 
411 Briarwood ~rive, ~uite 404 
JacKson, Mississippi ;i9~06 

!)ear Mr, Abbey, 

Thank you for provitting me With a copy of the draft i:nvironmental 
Impact-dtatement pertaining to the Miccosukee ,-1 Exploratory 
•ell, Personally, of the three proposed action alternatives, 

I 
I prefer alternative C (East Access Route) becauae it involves 
the least environmental damage as far as I can tell. In the 

~ discussion of alternative v, the comment is made that FHWA is 
opposed to the use of this access route, can you tell me what 
is the reason for their opposition? 

Ideally, we should not be even considering oil wells ao close 
to a natural treasure such as the Big Cypress National Preserve; 
however, I understand that the Miccosukee Indians have a right 
to develop the resources within their ~servation, I hope and 
trust that the BLM and other governmental agencies involved in 
this project Will vigorously seek to ensure that the "best 
management practices" mentioned a number of times in the .EIS 
are meticulously followed, 

Thank you again for the draft ~IS, If possible, I would like to 
hear the outcome of the proJect, In particular, if significant 
oil is discovered, I would be very interested to know what the 
plans were !or development of the oil field, 

Sincerely, 

' 'bH I· I r. f_~H:/ 
st'iven P. Kent 
1171 NW 153rd Terrace 
Sunrise, FL }532j 
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Mr. Robert Abbey 
District Manager 
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Bureau of Land Management 
Jackson District Office 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

Brian F. Kingston 
104 N.E. 16th. Ave., 66 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl 33301 

April 28, 1993 

After reading the Environmental Impact statement by Dames and 
Moore and attending the public hearing at the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale-Broward county Convention Center, I would have to 
say that the only choice from the alternatives available is 
the "No Action Alternative." 

My major concerns are the pollution of the waters, both the 
drinking water and the seaway. The crude leaving via Port 
Everglades to refineries would increasing the chances of an 
accident in our ocean. This ecologiaal nightmare will affect 
everyone. 

I think we should ask ourselves, is it morally right to allow 
a few individuals to prosper when so many others may be harmed? 

Sincerely 

Brian F. Kingston 

~> 

{@ m m w m -!nil 
,! 0.) MAY - 3 1993 ~, 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

';"lifl'iijijiJ ·1·'· 
'i~, ~w:r:1..__ .. · 

·r· ~ ri~-; !, :; :_ 
110!,------······· 
;\,-1i 
!.11;1 ·-~? ') 
_ 1.}0 ! ~·" -- l.. 

,~:ir-T~r~i.; 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
tor petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very concerned, 

' 

----';-..'..-_ .. __ . -- . --~-
·--------=--cc--_-::;--~-~-----:~=-----:-,.=- - -

--_- ;~.~ ---.-;_-~~-v:;t?.:.,:-· ·-,---~ ___ :--:--·- _;,; ........ _,;:;.:.::..:.':.>-'· .-- _· ~--· _-.. :· ·---·- -__ - .. v-
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

·-:r .. .pi· 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 

1-206 

Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

Very Concerned, 

t..i, . .·· 1·· 
. I/. ·/;(, .:,-f , 
\.._.d;-'H~ { J-~.f'<-

' &,L?.:.-4~·,,;. /C,rc#~,,/ 
-:-.:.:c .;. ,,t/ 4 ;) , (- .5' ;-. 

,P.1-,-1.v~-,.;7"/,,,c/ /~ .3.;;3/ 3 

fo) r1-©Jt tft ;'.. 
(liUi APR 21 !'f!j \ 
I L.---------l 

• H P.U~~it~:l~;t~~:·:.I'; .... ~~t.:' 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally .sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell oil's plans to drill 
tor petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
tor our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very concerned, 

<yh 1-4; 
M ft' h (J()j j\ 1-ei h 

~--::-:;:--~~·- ~-~~---.-~: -~ 
.:.--- .--:-~_::-~.:.:,,-_......;;;,;~-;::_-.--'c~---'~ 
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BU'lf ~.~ •• ~v~rr«tii,~l!',kHT 

557 Warwick Court 
Venice, FL 34293 
May 17, 1993 

411 Briarwood 
Suite 404 
Jackson MS 39206 

Dear Sirs: 

Please·include me with those who support the findings in 
the draft environmental impact st11,tement on Shell '.s drill­
ing plans on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation. 

very truly yours, 

~~~~ 
Florence R. Knice 
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12245 Crewe street 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 ~

fo) ~ © ~ 0 \VJ ~ :::' • 

iJf..uH ml J'" 
BUREAU or LAIID f.t\NACW~Nr 

. . J1.r.l\Sm101ST1Ur.r orrrci: 

· June 1, 1993 

Robert v. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 
we understand that from now until November you will be 
deciding whether or not to issue Shell Oil a permit to drill 
an exploratory well in the Florida everglades. Even though 
the area is not within Everglades National Park, it is still 
in the "historic" everglades. 

We urge you to deny the permit. 

Very truly yours, 

~ ,,J '"n-z-. )nd~ ?L~ 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Knopoff 
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LIZ KNOWLJ;S 
7194 WooJm<>nt \Waq 
Tc,maNC, J:L 33321 

l
:(~rLffi.]f.1. w-tr-
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Ji;''. J\PP. 2 2 IQ'.)'.: ,;_:-

);·.~·;.:·;·::, .. -

April 17, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to protest Shell's plans to drill for oil in the 
Everglades • ., 
I have been a customer of Shell since 1982. My charge bills 
for gasoline average $100 a month. I have written to the 
president of Shell indicating that I will keep my account open 
but stop buying Shell gasoline until I hear the decision. If 
Shell is allowed to drill in the Everglades then I will close 
the account. 

I feel that the Everglades has taken a serious enough beating 
with the expansion of the human population in south Florida. 
Then it was dealt a further blow with poor water management. 
Oil drilling is the worst possible scenario yet. Your bureau 
should be ashamed for even considering it based on our current 
knowledge of areas where. this has already been tried. When the 
Everglades is destroyed and the balance of nature in the 
Everglades is destroyed - all of Florida will suffer • 

Sincerely, 

~cl:~ 
Elizabeth A. Knowles 



1-211 

~Qe. ~·'<'.. -

lo) ~ @ ILUJJJLR 

ilnl[ MAY I ~\lli 
BURE>.U OF LAkD ;.1:J1A,1£i,iEHl 

)1.CKSON Dl[ilc'~I OfFIC( 

0~~ 
I 

{p 4~ 
I 

-rle: ~~J· t'?. C)...) ti\ W-\ A)(. 
H.I).(.)~ ~~~f;-\..\J(SUS 

Y(~P4~ S.:f ~~IC.f:> c~~,,J~ 
Co. ifo~ 

"0~V\7? 
t>L.Yl I~ l)lC.A f6) ~~~t:; A<-<-·~uU(~ 

~~ C,pv\Pt,EO ~.~~ ~'::) ~~~o(iQ<.. 'C:.~U-~ 

0~~t. ~ <?e..._oS:"~. 

:C <J.~cne. AV) ,k.) ~-foe.. o~ 
( I 

a,Jet.c. Q.<- T)~L<...coeo AA) et:.R.o~(°of::¥ weu, 

1,) t0e')<'~0 ~u,~e..c Co.0~-t-

~ 0,o ~~e0, 

52~:L~~Rd. 
Sanactl, FL34243 

/C/. y? n ~Ii'~ 

(_Q~~.~--

1-213 

April 23, 1993 

Mrs, Lois M. lacoste 
24Jl Everglades Drive 
Miramar, FL J302J 

1•·\ [~ ff iloJ,-'~· 
1 ru, /. ,! (j 

I L .. ·--····· ····· .. 8URLAt! O<iJ"') ,, ;;;. .... 
. . ..... .t ,::'.~-~!J.I-:f~.:-·.;: : . Jackson District Of'fice 

Bureau of land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive - Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss, 39206 

Gentlemen, 

I have been a resident of South Florida for JO years and ff!¥ husband is a 
native Floridian of 46 years, Ve are appalled that you would even consider the 
thought of drilling in our precious Evergladesl But, of course, huge corporations 
and beauracratic departments always make their decisions based on the"all mighty 
dollar;· not what is best for mankind and the environment. 

The U.S. Bureau of land Managef!l8nt agency officials should have their heads 
examined for even thinking of allowing Shell 011 to drill for petroleum in the 
Everglades! 

If petrolewn is found, we all know Shell will sink more wells, increasing the 
chance of a spill into South Florida's drinking water supply! 

Slapping Shell with huge fines or the astronomical cost of a clean-up,.doea 
not prevent the damage that is done and the years to recover. Our water supply 
is already in Jeopardy by overpopulation and too far reaching western growth, 
Thie deal with Shell will be devastating to the people of South Florida no matter 
what precautions are taken. One error is all 1 t takes and it doesn't help to say 

'•I'm sorry·; 'lie were wrong;• the damage has already been donel 

Listen to the residents of South Florida for once, instead of the big 
corporations, Uncap the existing wells in Texas and leave the Everglades alone! 
The Corp of Engineers have screwed up the ecology of the Everglades bad enough, 
without now adding oil spills to the problem! 

Sincerely, 

cf'°;J J..i£"f~=__,, C. :;",., Loie ~ ~;te 

~-:..::._:-:-_-

~--..,,·-

I 
I 
I 
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Jackson District Office 
.Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

-:;;'11'1C:.el~Gt-)', 

/(!u~~e}. -i1.dlt,r 
P .. cH.c:.i:.i:, 1•. l<u .. c.v 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, X am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
tor petroleum there. No number ot precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. X urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades. , • before it is too late 
tor our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

ll'L.Jt;t;.~ 
I I V (..- ":, 
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Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood 
Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

171 Wynnhaven Beach Road 
Mary Esther, FL 32569 
May 12, 1993 

Re: Shell proposed exploratory well, Miccosukee Indian 
Reservation, Broward County, Florida 

Dear Sirs: 

I would like to submit the following comments for your 
consideration relative to the proposed exploratory well. 

It is my understanding that the DEIS prepared by Dames and 
Moore Consulting Co. indicates that even though the drilling 
would cause some short term disturbances to components of the 
human and natural environments, the proposed exploratory well 
would not have significant impacts on water, air, vegetation, 
wetlands or wildlife. 

Important potable groundwater sources, such as the Biscayne 
aquifer, and sensitive water bodies, such as Water 
Conservation Area 3A, appear to be sufficiently protected by 
distance and physical barriers. Further, the extremely slow 
groundwater velocities in all of the aquifers would permit 
effective clean-up in the event contamination should occur. 

Investigation of wildlife indicates that the well site does 
not support significant populations or species of wildlife, 
including endangered species. 

Approval of the proposed drilling will provide the means to 
determine whether we can increase our critically needed oil 
reserves without endangering or harming our equally important 
environment. 

Your approval of the DEIS is recommended. 

Sincerely yours, 

~e~~ 
HL931321.LET 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss 39206 

Dear Mr. Robert Abbey; 
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April 15, 1993 
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This letter is to make a strong protest against Shell Oil drilling 
in our precious everglades • 

The everglades eco-sy~tem is fragile as it is, without Shell Oil 
and its major equipment wrecking the place and spilling oil into 
our drinking water. 

Also, I'm reading about this for the first time in Thursday's Ap~il 
15 edition of the Ft. Lauderdal~ Sun-Sentinel. How did Shell Oil 
manage to get so far along with their plan without more public 
meetings? And how could you even consider for one minute to go along 
with such a scheme? 

We need to have our everglades protected from any further damage, 
not exploited for Shell Oil's profit! 

Please, I urge you Mr. Abbey, don't let any drilling go on in the 
beautiful Florida Everglades! 

Sincerely, 

~~~~' 
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Dear District Manager: 

lam a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

· -fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only .purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

,. 

l'E LS4 Lr ..JOG.J1~G1,'r;> 

4S"&5 N• f\1.1 tt+l0Ac-l (\J:'/. 
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April 19, 1993 

Rick Loss 
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94.30 Tangerine Place, 1105 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Bureau: 

OO

~ff .: 
r"-'-""'""··· ...... .. 1 ··1 
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The purpose of this·letter is to inform you of my views 
regarding the permit to allow Shell Oil Company to drill for 
oil in the Florida Everglades (specifically Broward County). 

I am very much opposed to their drilling. The everglades are 
a unique eco-system that is valuable to South Florida's· 
environment, water supply, quality of life, and tourism. I 
think it is safe to say that there is only one Ever9lades and 
it should be preserved. With all of the recent accidents in 
drilling or transporting oil,. I don't think it is safe for 
the Everglades. If there is any spill, we will have severely 
damaged one of our most valuable resources • 

Our constant search for oil seems to be a narrow minded 
focus. It does not take into view the big picture. If we 
continue to search for oil at our present pace, we will have 
damaged every piece of wilderness in the world. 
Additionally! if our oil continues to be harvested and used 
our air qual ty will suffer severely. On top of all these 
negative effects, the oil supply wil! eventually be depleted. 
At that point what will we do? We will have a world with a 
damaged environment, polluted air, health problems, and no 
oil. 

I 
Can I suggest an alternative? We act now in finding 
alternative ener9y. We make dra~tic changes in the way we ~ live unless we find energy alternatives that do not damage 
the environment. We assume that. their are no new sources of 
oil and stop all new drilling. This will speed up the 
process of change. We create new possibilities for ourselves 
that allow us peacefully, co-exist with our environment. We 
eliminate the mentality of attacking the environment in the 
name of progress. 

If we continue to drill we will never search for a true 
answer, we will only delay the inevitable. I hope that we 
act soon so that there is something left to save. Please 
stop all drilling in the Everglades or any other new 
drilling. We can't afford it. 

Sincerely,) 

"4/_ drYJ,Y 
I 
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~In\ 11 1!.m:) 

1Ji~1 ricl Mnruu(1•r 
Hurenu of l.,unl Mnmu~t·mL•nl 
·111 Urinrs,:uod, Suitt! 40-1 
J1tckeon, Ms. :J9206 

J11•11r Sir: 

In April, l!Hll, I wrule ~·our orfic1.\ l'1H:011rnL!lt1t{ support. for Slndl Oil C,111111111y's 
rt!lJUeSL for u permil Lu drill 1111 c>i.1>JnrlllOr~· t,;1?l) on th•~ Mic:cc.,suke1.• lndiau 
lit•sc•r\·nt.ion Hl'tu· I nl.t•rstnl.l• ;:, in t.••ttl ,•rn Urc11-111rtl 1·m1111 ~-. I he• r1•,,q,mu:u~ ,.r ,•mu· 
ur~1mizalio11 has I.Jl!t-11 mosl. ~rnlifyiu~ und I do n11pr•·e111l.1.:.· 1iu:· •"I lnrts 1111,l<•rt.1,keou 
to kee1, llt' ,uh•ise1l of tlll"' 1u·oct-ss ns "~'t I ut- t.lw pr111(r1•x!i 111 ,.u;nl11ul.i1u~ :'ilr~l l 1s 

r,•11uest.. 

II rt•C1!11l l.,· 1•111111• to m)· ntt.1•111 inu 1h:1I ht1mP,-:. n11_~1 ··1111,r1• 1'nmm11 in( 1'.u, ot' l\cH'·t 
Hat.on has 1101·• itHim:-d a drut"l en,·irumnt-ul:d h111uc:t. Klul.•!tut-111. s111•iiorli11~ Shtdl 's 
1u·u11mw1I net.ion hnsis ii. compli<·~ t.ilh nll u11pJu:11hl1• rm;111.ul1011s nutl nssnr,•N 

· • pr·11l.1•c·ti,111 ,,r 11111.urul rdt,mr,·•·t.e 111111 ,,11,·i1·,11111t•11l11I ,,1111111~·. Sia,,Ji hus n. 111·1w1•11 
l.rm:k r1•,·orrl of r:n11N1~t.1.ml 11u!'C1l.1\·1• 1n11uw1 111 nli :wt 1,·11 i1•s of I his 11111.ur·,'ll, 
"''' al I k1t11" lh11t I.ht• Cn11111.ry 11,•r•tl~~ mh11t 1unal r1•N1•r,m.;. uf I.Iii~ vt•r,· ir111111rt.,1111 
uulurnl r1•tu111n:t•, lflw11 ti nm IH· 11n1w 111 uu 1°11,·t1·n11iu,•11t:1l I) s,n111d VJ11111u•r ... ,. 
,-.111,11111 ,•s111•d i Ir• I.In• 1111pr1,,:1 I 1•1·111•1•,;s. I I l"ltNl 1.ht- J!11r1•au ••I l.111ul ~b,1111~1,1111·111 wi 11 
Sll(IJHH'I. llu~ limlingH ol tlu.• th-ult 1.•u,·1ru11ntt.•11111I it1pnrt ~li1t,,n11.•nl llll'1 1••~rmil Sh,_.il 
to ~o torlh i.:jr.h its clrill1111t: 111,ms 011 th•:- Mi,·,:u!-.llk .. ,• 11uii:in rt•s,•r,•nliuu. 

Sinc:..-reJ,·, 

€~::t?i;Z 4.Jf 
l!lti9 t1'.'(fur,I IJJ·1,·,• 

li111·11Hol1t, H, ~1212 
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Jackson District Ottice 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarvood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

00
~ ~ow1r·,_ :,r-

APR 3 0 1993 l1J,; 
BUREAU Of LANO MANACEl.f£NT 

JACKSON OISTRl~l OFFICE 

South Florida has become a disaster area in regard to the vetlands. 

We have a unique situation in South Florida since our fresh water 
suppy is tied so directly to the «etlands and the Biscayne Aquifer. 
over the years, diversions of vater tor various reasons, in addition 
to the proliferation of developm&nt, has succeeded in almost 
destroying our water-quality ane supply as vell as large areas 
ot the environment, flora, tauna and vildlite. These are statistical 
and indisput~ble facts. 

If the government allovs Shell Oil to test drill in this sensitive 
area, it vill continue to exacerbate the destruction of this 
vital area. It is already a fact that the chances ot finding 
any substantial amount of oil is slim. Why take the chance of 
further destructiion? 

It Shell has such a compelling need tor further exploration of 
potential sources of energy, vhy doesn't the government enact 
legislation that would encourage oil companies to utilize their 
time and resources in developing alternative sources of energy 
that vould be more efficient and environmentally sensitive? 
Instead, continued drilling is alloved in many sensitive areas 
which increases the risks of "unplanned ,,nd unforseen" oil disasters 
vhich cause irreparable ecological dama~e. 

If this had been implemented 20 years ago after the oil embarge, 
ve vould not be continually engaged in efforts to protect our 
country's environment. Since it's Joubtful that any legislation 
vill be passed in the near future, ve can only ask1 vhy it is 
so difficult to understand that the environment is so very important 
and so directly intertwined vith the Yell-being of humans and 
life as ve knov it? Continue abuse ~s deadly. 

There must be some sane, intellige·,1t, qualified people vho can 
and vill finally stop this potential for further disaster. 

Yours truly, 

~oe>••••,IIHn 
2241 N, W. 82 Way '----" 
~--~--b- n:MnO ~J. ~~n?d 

John F.) 

~ 
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I WISH TO SPEAK OUR AGAINST THE SHELL DRILLING IN THE EVERGLADES, I AM 

33 YEARS OLD AND BORN IN NAPLES FLORIDA. MY FAMILY AND I WERE BROUGHT UP 

IN THE EVERGLADES AND THE SEMINOLE INDIANS. THIS LAND IS SO PRESIOUS TO 

ME AND I HOPE ALL THE NATIVE FLORIDAINS. PLEASE TAKE TIME AND THINK ABOUT 

WHAT YOU ARE LETTING THIS COMPANY DO, AND HOW IT MIGHT RUIN THE GLADES Ir 

A SPILL HAPPENS. 

Ir EVERYONE WOULD STOP THINKING ABOUT MAKING MONEY, AND TAKE A LITTLE TIME 

TO LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER TO EVERYONE. AND LETS NOT FORGET THE DEER, 

ANO THE OTHER WILD LIFE WHICH DEPENDS ON THE ~VERGLADES TO SURVIVE. 

I MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO REALLY STATE IN WORDS WHAT I MEAN, ANO I HAVE NEVER 

VOICED MY THOUGHTS CONCERNING ANYTHING BEFORE, BUT I CAN NOT STAND BY AND 

SEE THIS HAPPEN TO A WONDERFUL PLACE. ANO IF SOMETHING WHERE TO HAPPEN LIKE 

A SPILL THE GLADES WOULD NEVER BE THE SAME. 

!j-\~CERELY, 

iok~I[:!lC.~ 
702 E RIVER DRIVE 
MARGATE, FLORIDA 33063 
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Jackson Diotrict Officc 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite ,fo4 
Jackson, Mi .. boippi Jg206 

re: The consideration of issuance of • •permit to drilr' for an 
exploratory well ro Shell Western EE<P Inc. 

Toe The auenrion of Mr. Roberr V. J\hbey, Disrricr Manager, 
Bureau of Land Management 

!)car Sir, 

Srephen G. McKenzie 
1291 NE 2nd Srreer 
Pompano Beach 
Florida w,6o 

April 26, 1993 

I arn I citiien, and resident of south Florida, and ns many 

ether residen ... I have migrated to Florida from elsewhere. I am 

beth a consumer of perro-chemical procluc<s, and water. am for the 

exploration of new ..,..rces of energy, and independence of the United 

Stares reliance on foreign energy re50urccs. I am al.,o for the, .. fe 

prctcction of the vital resources of the United States. and rhe safe 

proc:cction of ch05C re30urces ns mand"ltcd by the people who have put 

a government in place to pretect property and qu•lity of life ns the 

duty of thRr government The Dury of the government 10 guard .and 

proccct rhe resources of rhc Uniced St1tes is primary. whether rhe 

resource is oil or water or wood. I anended rhe hearing on April 14th 

at the Broward convention center. l came with an open mind on the 

subject, and was th•nkful rha1 the opportunity and expo.,ure to the 

pfanned permit wu made available for public scrutiny. I thank you fot 

your patience through rhe emetion•I prescntation.1. and hope th.u you 

were able to eome away with some new ideas. and to review the pos.,ible 

granting of a permit in an area which could threaten the water resource 

o( millions of residents. The Environmental Impact Statement uses 

fo) m @ m o w- (11, 

rnlj :-311D ,~ 
eu1AcKlii~=r 

--~~--
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5300 Washington Street 214W 
Hollywood, Fl. 33021 
llay 3, 1993 

bureau 01· Lar1d HllnageDJent. 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, Ms.39206 

1B MAY 
RB Wt@ 

n•~-:4""~·-.- ~- .. -
._ -. 

l <I.DJ 1n support 01· the ,ilan to drill ror oil 
on the Miccosukee lndian Reservation in Western Droward County. 

Would appreciate receiving a copy or the drart. 
environDJental iDJpact statement. ?repared by 
Lames and .~oore Consul tin~ Co. 

7·hank you very much. 

Very Lruly yours, 

~{Im ... ~. 
Hobert E. Mc Donnell 

1-234 

1~7S US.GS. maps and eharu 10 define the drill site. The age of 

2 s1 •he source documen .. for the srudy shows either a lack of understanding 

of sourh, Florida water management or possibly, an under estimation of 

rhc intelligence of the residents, citizens. and tax-payers. I came 

to Florida from Venezuela in 1477, I do net under estimare the ability 

of the oil indust,r. I've seen a n•rionalized oil industry at work! In 

my first year in Florida. I was informed of a strain rhar rhe growing 

population of n= residen" were putting on Flotida"s limited water 

resource. and that such projected clcmand., would lead to rationing. 

4 
sf This has already come to pass. The added burden of • threat ro wuer 

resources needs to he considered. In the EIS, rherc are no referen= 

ro the future intentions of Shell Western. Surely, rhey arc not only 

inrercsred in one or a dozen wcUs around the aquifer. It's unfortunate 

th.it they did net represent themselves al the hearing. They have left 

many points open to speculation. If drilling permits nre granred, rhe 

government must consider the con.5e<1ucnccs of the potential d.tm:age and 

the restoration of the resources to supply the water needed ro the are111. 

The dam•Y.C to the water resource would result in one or several of many 

negative reactions to south FJor;da's population: 

I. Building of • pipeline for drinkin,r warer ro he piped in from 

Cieorgia. 

2. 1'he depopulation of South Florida due to cxorhitont cost• of 

water and utilities. 

:,. The exodus of indu>try {except the petroleum indus1ryi 

4. The c!e,rruction of pl•nu and wildlife. 

5. The loss of a unique, pri:nene ecosystem. 

J 
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6. The dependence on desalinization plants for water. 

7. The 1o.u of tourism. 

8. Florida could become a haren wasteland of oil tankers and derricks. 

9- Visitors could enjoy the sunsets from their deck chairs on 

cruise ships which are independent of extemal water and power 

supplies. 

Shell Westem is willing to take the ri.,k. If rhcy foil, they have 

an exploratory cax write off-11.ctual lo.1ers are the US. Government, 

and the US. tax psyer. 

/Is a citizen and resident. I cannot sec a case (for drilling! 

in any of the documents presented that is viable, considering the risks 

to the population involved in the ecosy$tem. Please continue your 

good work, and good judgement. and c.ury out the mandare o! the people 

which is to procect the quality of li(e from those who would put that 

quality of life in jeopardy. ri.1.king it for whJ1tever re.Yon. with iH 

regard for all lifeforms that may be negatively effected by their 

seemingly single minded self interest. 

Sincerely 

/4,w t!;; //Jr d~ 
Stephen G. McKenzie 

cc Ill Gore, Vice President. The United State., of America 
K. Michael Stumpe, Dep<. of Science, Geology, Broward College. 
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Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

~--i~·-·, 
{~1 ~ .l!!-,~-

1\fil\~~ I 1 i:::: 

t~---·· IIUR(IJ! Of VJ!\; !!:,1;.>.;t{f'· 
Jl~~·;o:fil!!'':10·11,,t o4" 

3009 Whirlaway Trail 
Tallahassee, FL 3230B 

May 13, 1993 

I am writing in support of a proposal by Shell Oil co. 
to drill a well in south Florida, in Broward co., on the 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation. 

From what I have seen, the draft environmental impact 
statement by Dames and Moore indicates that the well would have 
little negative effect on the area. 

Please let me add two personal observations: 

I worked for Shell as a professional geologist for 23 years. 
·During this time,·I found Shell people to be greatly concerned 
with the environment. Most loved the outdoors, and wanted 
operations conducted in such a w'ay as to maintain it. Shell 
prided itself on being a "good neighbor." 

Since my retirement back to Florida--after an absence of 
over 25 years--I-find a new breed of people here styling 
themselves as environmentalists. Such people seem to have an 
opposition to all drilling, based on emotion, rather than any 
consideration of the facts available. This disturbs me, for 
such decisions should be made on the basis of facts, not emotion. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 

;i 
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CHET & MARILYN MARKOT 
4955 PEPPER CIRCLE Apt. B-208 

NAPLES, FLORIDA 33962-4105 
1-813-793-2110 

,.· --,::·.\\ 
4~~-·' \ /."" ~ '\,.... ··:· ·, \ 

Hay 9, 1993 

@ \\J:-· "\ \,:J\ i ·!4.l.... ,r-1,\ • . ~r···. ,,· .\·. 
~~-· ._l;-1 · 4'~~\J 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, HS. 39206 

\,.:•; .. ;; .. :,'{;:f);f. ·~· .· -
\ • e·· 

Gentlemen: 

We have had an opportunity to review the sununary document that 
was sent to us about environmental concerns relating to the Shell 
Oil Company proposal to drill an exploratory well on the 
Hiccosukee Indian Reservation in South Florida. 

After thorough study of the draft environmental impact statement 
prepared by Dames and Moore Consulting Co., We could not see that 
there would be any deleterious effect upon the environment in 
that area by the proposed drilling program. We therefore support 
the application for drilling. 

Further, we believe that any economic benefit derived from such 
activity is to the good of the residents on the reservation, and 
can only enhance their living standard, as well as provide them 
with a secure source of income should the discovery well prove to 
be commercially feasible, as well as help our national goal for 
self sufficiency in energy. 

Very truly yours, 

~if 
C.P. Harkot 

m~ x'. mtM£:r 
H.L. Harkot 

-- ~ 
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Jackson District ottice 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

.-· ·-· - ::I 

l;\01/ , .. 
.1\i .,, 
-.,:,·.~~:}ti/'_. 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
tor petroleum there. No number ot precautions can assure· that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thw~Lt 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
tor our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 
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very concerned, 
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\ . .;lulid ·j,/A-Y.LLc.., . ......., 

, _ _) 

59 7"} ri/ ,,J .:l.5 ft... rl~f 
~l:::1:-f- 333/3. 

6/1/Cj3 
~: .Md t:!!o 
~C/f~ ___ ... 

Jr. -n2~ ~ ~ n w Ii F> ~ ~ -:t O !L©.---·---·r,•· 
Jfll ~ --: ,,,;l;: 37:,.t;;r_f ~ o ~i_t, ~fa 8URU.UOf t1.:ior.f.i1~~£;.l~Nl 

• • • • I_ - -• •••• ;1:~: .... , .. ,., nU'C-

&~ 
/y-t dl-

.. u -· -::;;JJ;; ~J,l.., .~ - . 
~~ ~f?tVT'\~ tla!tlb ;:;{)?__~· 
~ ~ - I a--s; ~fu.~ fl,;j! ~ 
_14//~_,..,.~. fw~ -~-/1.L..'7,J~ .. 

. . -~ ~d ~'io/1.Lj di j,,~ J4 ,./-f- w..H 
.~"-<U/ f-o ~ -;,f. 1.1

1 
:f · ,/' f ~71w1,frl 

-~ & ,.)~-f ~ f>-o, ~,; ~ /b-,- k7!,_,/ t::._.JJ 
~~ 'iv'-"' fir ~o/ ,v,-/l 1k ~ ~VA~ 
n ~IA-~f;; . .;J/L . .,./,u:/ (P • • ~/ ~t,R.j_i () 
~ .e~~, ,~~ 
t<JA f. . i "1v -h-o-/ ~~ ~~ -~ 
.f. . ~ ~b .tl,<7 ~ <ii 
~ 'l(-.~.,(~N, • 6 

./b.w{ I ~ ~et;'1l ~ ~ -~· 

.6}. ~ ~ cu~, ~ u~ ~71,· 

. ~ -?'Jo/ ~~ fJ[.fl./ ~u f ~ · 

d J;~~ckt~'fli"', , ·~f'a 
7';c.--., - :·"--·"-----· .... - _ C, __ ~-- _ ~fa, 
- .. __ -,_~.:.._.-:::,,:_·_::::::_C~.-~--~-- ---- ~ - ... ·~=-'--2'.:"-C:~~- .. · ··~ --~~"~':_.~---~---=---:::~I:-,--~~~·.~:..='· --~~-===::-=-=--

---, -------_-__ _ 

1-240 

April ?2, 199 .3 

Uobert Ahbi,y, 
Tli1ron11 of J,nnd ?'A.n'll""ment, 
1'\t"t')'·7R,.,1 t:rn?"i";r, 
~t • f,n1t{1r.r..-'ln] A, ?f, 

:Mr. Abbay: 

I ntl'I Pri -,.;,:y;ra.;:ln.nCed ·.;.;ota'rY' n~·11f:tn" -...1.!" i/r:!.lJc:1/;-t~1tt::hn!':t}k ,.,:::,ok­
in({ fot' o. jol) '1::-'.ll1.n17. " o:1.1 or f!C.r, •-.rcll. 

I undet'ste.nd that Shnll Oil t;ol'!p~ny 1 !' r-:oinr; to <!rill n •-,ilrlcnt 
well in Tlt'm·rnrd County. 

If you would be so ltind RS to fol"••mrd tn w, t.hn n'1!'1" nnrl ,.,,•,1--~n 
~ .... ~ """n~ rur,1ber ,:,f the Shnll ot.'t'lcinl in char1rn of th,, '1".'0W!tr<:! 
County oll11eJ.l so that I can r,:,,·t 1.n toucb •-d.th t'1n1'• !'O ns r.o -hi "<i 

nut;; I woulrl r:r,..ntly npp:,,ncint,, 1.t. · 

~hA.nks !\ m11J.1onl 

!'!1noornly, 

.J~N\.~ 
Jack Mathews, 
1'07 1>ostAl' st., 
l-!rmton, JL f.?1,1, 8-lll/,? 
lhnnr. '.' 6] Tl_ 7q_;1_ ~q71, 

,1m/rri'l 
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To whom it may concer: 

NO drilling in EVF8GLADES1II 

We need clean water,and our 
resource for wildlife ,not for 
profit by SHELL OIL. 

Anne Maurer 
6145 Balboa Circle I 305 
Boca Raton,Fla.33433 

I 
I 

.. ~~~u11 l\ru APR 2 I 19m I~ 
BUREAU Of [AHi) iiJ.HAGEMEIIT 
_JACKSON 01stliitt orncE 

~ 
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APRIL 16, 1993 

~·~1~~ 
MY HUSBAND AND I HAVE LIVED IN FLORIDA SINCE THE l970 1 S AND HAVE 

·SEEN FIRSTHAND WHAT OVERDEVELOPMENT AND OVERPOPULATION HAVE DONE 
TO FLORIDA'S FRAGILE ECOSYSTEM. EVEN THE IDEA OF ALLOWING SHELL 
OIL TO DRILL IN THE EVERGLADES IS OBSCENE; BUT THOSE WHO ARE IN FAVOR 
OF PERMITTING THIS TO ACTUALLY HAPPEN ARE EVEN MORE OBSCENE. OUR 
WATER SITUATION IN FLORIDA IS CRITICAL AND THE IDEA THAT A DRILL 
SHAFT WOULD PASS THROUGH THREE POTENTIAL DRINKING WATER SOURCES IS 
OUTRAGEOUS. ~~ 

WE ARE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO ANY OIL WELL EXPLORATION IN FLORIDA AND 
ESPECIALLY OPPOSED TO DOING SO IN THE EVERGLADES. HUMAN INTERVENTION 
HAS ALREADY DONE SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE TO THIS UNIQUE NATIONAL PARK. 
PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW THE RAPE OF OUR EVERGLADES BY AN OIL WELL DRILLING 
SHAFT TO OCCUR. 

SINCERELY, 

~~~ ~47--
BARBARA L. MEYERS 

CC: GOVERNOR LAWTON CHILES 
. SENATOR BOB GRAHAM 

SENATOR CONNIE MACK 

JULES V. MEYERS 

1:n)r~J~.JJ~lJ .. }i,\ ~ 
___ ----=-::;;-;·· - . 

Ir ... , \t\ \ \\ · .. :: __ . ··~::.', .. !-!::~;.f' 
eu~:~ .. }-~:~;p(,~:/'n 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau or Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. ~9206 -~· .... · 

To whom it may concern: 

It has come to my attention that Shell would like to start 

oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be 

voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not 

just for Jhe preservation of the Everglades, but for the 

water that it supplies South Pi'orida, 

I live in Unincorrporated Port Lauderdale. This'is only 10 

miles west from the future drilling sit~. I also do not have 

city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water 

supply under the ground. My rear with the drilling is that 

it will contaminate my water s~pply. 

As a concerned citizen, I a~k of you, please when it comes 

time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not Just for tho 

bueaty of the Everglades, for the peopl'e that benefits from 

her water supply • 

Respectfully yours, 

' 
fu fYll/15 1~ 
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-, , ..... 
DRAr!.r ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ~ ll• . .': .. !' t • '. •: • • : ; f 

~

' , .. ,. ,:! 1· . 

. . U f.tAY I 7 1993 JL'' j 
· APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL J 

' AN EXPLORATORY WELL I 
' , .• . 0" "'T"" BURCAIJ Of u,m 1.1:J/AGfMIIIT , · ~ ur.1:snu 01srrc·~r Oill,:F 
/ .. MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION - -- ·- I 

I,; .; •... 

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being 
• accepted until May:~:i.e, 1993, Comments··on the analysis and the 
_preferred alternatives are specifically sought, Please provide 

··your name and address. Comments should-be sent to: 

... !: .. - ~- District Manager 

.J :·.,. ~ .. .:.:..· 
Bureau of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
,. :,Jackson, MississipPi 39206 

_.I 

· Attention: Robert V, Abbey 

·,·******************************************************************* 
'' . COMMENTS 1 • ! Jacqueline Monckton 

· 1030 N,E, 204th Terrace 
ft Mi.um Beach, FL 331?9 

... , ..... -

-ex 'tS:e:::'~ u-. ""'IV\,,• 
1
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To Whom It May Concern; 
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lfoJ ~ @ ~ u w ~ Iii} 

lRiEJw 
BUREAU or LANO MAIIAG£/,:ENI' ~ 

~K~N OJ~IJ!jg !)HJ~ 

May 15, 1993 

What is this world coming to? Have we gotten to the point 

where we will allow Shell Oil Company's greed for more oil 

destroy our one and only Everglades? If there is an oil spill 

from all of this drilling not only is there going to be a 

terrible disaster to the water, but there are going to be many 

fish and birds that will die and maybe even become extinct or 

completely wiped out. As a college student, I hope to one day 

take my children to the wonderful Everglades to see the wildlife 

and enjoy the natural untamed beauty. 

Thank you, 

~ana mo~~ 
Dana Morgan 

1719 Coral Ridge Dr. 

Coral Springs, Fl 33071 

PLEASE , stop +he 
drill i~ 
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I<~ fJLJ/Je,~ 
(jWt,tcuOO:f ~ ()?~ 
L/// 19~<1 O>, ~ ?'otr 
.()7cs5. 3JclOG 

Dear· /Y/J,., flllc~/ 
J.f,3/'79 

I am writing to exi./ess my deep concern and abhorrence to 
possible drilling n search of oil in ou~ Fverglades. 

I strongly recommend reviewing Shell Oil's motive, promises 
and the consequence of an exploratory well being so near the 
Biscayne Aquifer. (Please review the problems and deficiency 
of Big Cypress Swamp.) 

Thll anci1mt marshland is a key link in :rnr water aupply, 
moderates our climate and attracts one million-plus tourists 
to our area, It has been decreed a place of safety for 
wil~life and a zone of our planet where life naturally occurs -
set apart from development, Such an ar!a is vital and .!'.12! 
an appropriate place for industrial act~vity. 

Rest assured I will do all I can to stop any drilling and will 
encourage all Floridians and Americans to speak out - write out 
and vote out against this! 

Sincerely, 

(? ~ !ltWJCZ?? 
<;J-()1 5t1/ f?ttetf7U£L /2-J I 

Fl ~ukuk&.'f F..(l. 
333/.S-
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"The Everglades is a test. If we pass It, we may Inherit the Earth." 

-Marjorie Stoneman D011glas & the Friends of the Everglades 

15 April, 1993 

To Whom It May Concern: 

With reference to Shell Oil's proposal to Initiate oil surveys In south Florida, I 
would like to express my steadfast opposition. 

The Mlccosukees (upon whose land Shell wishes to drill) are satisfied with the oil 
company's environmental protection plans. However, they are not necessarily 
experts In environmental protection or wildlife management. 

Industrialization surrounding Everglades National Park has already affected It 
severely. Population growth has decreased winter water levels 80% by some 
estimates. Mercury recently discovered In fish In the northern Everglades has 
already found Its way Into bald eagles In Florida Bay. Industry within the park 
can do no less damage. 

Finally, If BLM gives the green light for Shell to step over the park boundary, 
other oil companies, phosphate miners, and perhaps even agribusinesses will be 
waiting In the wings. 

Do not be the agency to sign the death warrant of Florida's greatest natural 
resource. 

Sincerely, 

~~ fl! lv.,._-
Fred Myers 
Citizen, Miami, Florida 

\··::. !:}.:~ .. J\1·~j 
I ' I I: \ 
\

: i ' LI \I Ii' 
: . . 7 (J! 

t1i"~t'.T'r}E:)If:?J/1in J 
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(Let .Shell.,:drill fu·. Hell . . . .. . . · ... ~ ·.. . . .... ' : . 
'· . ml. ... . ·: . panthe13;wood storlc.s, Everglade., kltu; 
Ao A · ' Everglade., minks and, In the Shell study'• 

RIAi{ ... !,n!EN own lncrimlnatfng word.,, "other 
Talk about outrageous. ·. , , .. waterf~ul" (ale)., · .· 

· With all the predlcUonoabout how . Shell • lenaclty would make you ~Jt 
much It'• going lo cost us lo clean up the .:. · expect., lo llnd a pool of oil the aJze or:., . 
Everglade., and the water war3 that could .. : Prince Willlam Sound, but even the · '.,·.~. 
divide South F1orida, Shell OU ComplllJ' ··:. · : experts doubt there'• • , · 
at1U want., lo drill In the middle of the . , much lo be found. There's 
Everglade.,. .. .. ,,. ·' · • : ." .' . . :not much i>U In ·F1orida, 

The very Idea ot polclng more hole., 1n· . • and the oil that's here ls 
the already alllng S)'slem and lncrea..Ing of such poor quallly that 
risks lo wildll!e and water aupplle., ls ... lt'• hardly worth reffnlng. 
nolhlng short ot arroganL Could lt be worth losing 

So ls Shell's a!tempt to "greenwash" the , , the Everglade.,? .. ·, 
• plan by presenllns ll\Envlrorunental· ..... ·',.· • Shell admit., thal, ltlt , 

lmpai:i· Statement that uses outdated •· •·· ·: ··• : find., oil, ft'• likely to aeelc . ·> : 
map,, and lnfonnauon.,It onl,y ak1ms the. . . ' more drllllng. Jt also · · · 
surface of Issues such u the effect., on • admit., that spllls are 
groundwater and future restoration plans. • • Inevitable. , ... 
· The proJ)QSed drill slle ls at the ed&e of..•·,,: •. ·• Exxon Ind olhC!' Jinns 

the Big Cn,rw NaUona! Preserve · ·· :·. drifllng nearby have been· 
(locatedbylheCoWerJBrowar411iie,north.:. unableto'preventspllls. . ~f@_R_t . 
or Alligator Alley) and the world- .. ; . . . . .Almost J63,000 ga)Jons or : 0 r_·- -'!J-.it)L.i_ /(: 
renowned sawgras.s marsh, a conservation crude oil and J20,000 i . ·····, 
area lhatkeep,, Broward and Dade ., : .- gallons or plant-killing ·:· Jl/H I ] 1nn-, 1·: j 
cpunUes from running out o!water. • .brine already have been • = l • 1. 
·: Slate rules prohibit direct drifUng fn the · · apWed In Ute Everglades .· __ ·- • 

conservaUon area, so Shell came up wllh area,Unchecked, one . BUREAU OF LAND lt.1/1"'"7- · 
a way around It - by dr1JJ!ng at an angle. . .. gallon of petroleum can - -~~'!!!!.§!;;1~r o~)~f IT ' 
.The drilJlng rjg would beo·ul.slde Ute .• · conlamlnate one mllllon -· ·••·•• · 1 
conserv&llon area. on land.owned by Ute · gallons of drinking water. 
Mlccosukee Indian., (read: federal land). · · That'• why about 300 
The end of Ute drill would be ~.700 feet SouthF1orfdlaJis, and even ;. 
east - smack dab In the conservation area, some tounsr.,, crammed a · · 
at 18,850 feet down ... '. , . recent public heating In 
, Sllclc. · . Broward County to taJx . 

::_ The drifllng rig would stand In a cattle wlU1 Washington , ;' 
paslure within 200 feet of a canal and bureaucrat., on Ute Issue. . ..; 
onl,y J,000 feet from apumpfngataUon , ··"Tell Shell to drill In · • 
that funnels water into Ute Everglades . · ., Hem• )'elled .sometollc.s. ·, ,,· 
water calchment areas. Imagine what a . . · · Olh~ ~e cutting up !heir Shell credit 
~urricane could do with that setup.: · '. • ·•. ~~ and taking !heir buslnw elsewhere. 
11'~'11~arealsaJsohometoF1orfda ··•. :·: · .. Notab'!'fld~II;_: • .' 
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665 SW 4th Av - Apt B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
April 16, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

Dear Madam or Sir: 

·\\ol It r~ rf[W m rif! 
;;~l.r: I 91993 \lij;\· 
I• .il° . \:'.j 

l BUREAU OF LANO IA',IIACEI.IEHT J 
.JACKS~N OISlRICl Off ICE 

I say HO to drilling in the Florida Everglades. 

The oil industry is np:lJllping" our natural resources to 
the customer who has no.other choice but to "buy." 

we•re in a quandary folks. When I aay "we" I mean 
Att of ua. The group includes the oil executive 
who drives hia Cadillac to the country club •. The 
group includea the lobbyists in Washington who are 
hired by the executives. Myself. I drove to the 
store to purchase thia paper to type my letter on. 
You get the picture. 

Let's spend our money on r.•earch and development. 
Let's put some of those college degrees to good uae, 
rather than finding new ways to screw the customer • 

It•s the 90•s folks. The Industrial Revolution first 
bellowed its smokey plooms more than a hundred years 
ago • 

I hope you understand. 

Thanks for your time. 

Sincerely, 

..,~te.-0--
Steve Nelaon 

-~~\;'Iii 1 ~Jt~ ~ \'I;· 
~ r,.?R ?. 6 \993 \D 1 

\ 
\.,~:.,-..ro1~!il"~lll' . ~~~-j 
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• - - ... 1 
i!o)m@mnwmoo. 
:, I~ 1 : 
·'111L '.:1 - s 1993 \ ~ 1• ~I 
: L .•• -

iUr;~!?':itLJt~~ii~fi~~~~~~f~I~-.J 
Dear District Manager: 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. , 

Thank you for your time. 

64. ot:J~Y-,.\ 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Hanagement 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss 39206 

Dear Mr. Robert Abbey; 
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April 15, 1993 

l
:lro\.'. . ; 

,. I 

Jui i .... 2 3 __ .. :---·J 
I s~Ii.ww.li~.:·.:,~Ei J, 
_ JAC~~)Ll!JJff!H:i C.i-FICf ·--

This letter is to make a strong protest against Shell Oil drilling in our precious everglades. 

The everglades eco-system is fragile as it is, without Shell Oil 
and its major equipment wrecking the place and spilling oil into our drinking water. 

Also, I'm reading about this for the first time in Thursday's April 
15 edition of the Ft, Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, How did Shell Oil 
manage to get so far along with thdir plan without more public 
meetings? And how could you even consider for one minute to go along with such a scheme? 

We need to have our everglades protected from any further damage, 
not exploited for Shell Oil's profit! 

Please, I urge you Mr, Abbey, don't let any drilling go on in the 
beautiful Florida Everglades! 

Sincerely, 

o_z_ oa___ 
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To: 
The Bureau Of Land Mangement 
411 Briarwood,Suite 404 
Jackson, Ms. 39206 

To Whom it May Concern: 

This letter is in reponse to the proposed Drilling on 
the Muscosukee Indian Reservation in western Broward 
county,Florida, I am an employee of Shell Offshore Inc • 
And am a resident of Florida, I believe that this venture 
would be an asset to the citizens of the Reservation and 
the people of Florida. This company has proven that they 
are dedicated to the preseration of the enviroment and the 
welfare of the people. Let this be a joint venture for the 
benefit of the people of Florida. 

Yours Truly: 

James R, O'Neal 

/~~&)?~ 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive · 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

····-·--.... . . ., ... , . 
. '- :.: !'• 

2 ? :::, L. _,,,,__, 

:,t'..J.~s::r~~:a 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, X am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there, No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. X urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades, •• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very concerned, 

/) ? 0.,9/~ '( 
1 /'fl,,--,;_/ _ a...,.:;;z ,YI. D 0• i) 

J .7 
ll'j.2/ N'-' :;-I• .)J 

i'1-.J. .. 1p., {l 

"J'.>J.! ..S 
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l·U1:r --,//11: HAY 12, 1993 

BUREAU OF LAND HANAGEHENT 
411 BRIARUOOD, SUITE 404 
JACKSON, HS 39206 

In. 1 MAY , "'993 /:., 
"!~~.~~· ~.:- I.J.•1:1 :····· '., • i 

DEAR BUREAU OF LAND HANAGEHENT, 

I SUPPORT THE FINDINGS IN THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IHPACT STATEMENT ON 
SHELL'S DRILLING PLANS ON THE HICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION. 

I BELIEVE THAT !IE HUST CONTINUE TO PRUDENTLY DEVELOP THE NATURAL 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US. 

~~ 
. TOH PADDOCK 
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Robert V. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 
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fn) ~ © ~ n ,~,-~ r 
l~~r·-· . 
1J!1 i .AJN 2 3 1993 :-

' 
I ,~,·~i.;"1.:~···:.1 . ... !:·~!:,:.:.· ·, 

t/.Jo/f~ 

I understand that from now until November you will bP. deciding whether or not to Issue 
Shell Oil a permit to drill an exploratory well in the Florida Everglades. Even tlisiough 
the area Is not within Everglades National Park, It Is still In the "historic" Everglades. 
Please deny the permit. 

~­·:t:t.~ 

·-· 

_, 

..,,. 

7162 Regiment 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 
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9741 Fairway Circle 
Leesburg, FL 34788 
Kay 5, 1993 
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Bureau of Land Hanagement 
411 Briarwood 
Suite 404 
Jackson, l!S 39206 

Gentlemen, 

00 §~~JID1 
BUREAU or LANO l,tl!IAC[l:rnr ; 

-·-· J!·~!~PN DISH11~1 OffJCE ___ .) 

Soma time ago I vrote to your office in support of Shell Oil 
Company's proposal to drill a vell in South Florida on the l!ic­
coeukee Indian Reservation in vestern Brevard County. I still 
support Shell's effort in this endeavor for a variety of positive 
reasons. 

I am vriting today in support of the draft environmental 
impact statement IOEIS> vhich has bee~ prepared for the BLM by 
Damas and l!oore Consulting Company of Boca Raton, Florida. 

It is my understanding that thv DEIS states that drilling of 
the proposed exploratory vell vould cause some short-term distur­
bance to components of the human and natural environments, but 
vould not have significant impacts on veter, air, vegetation, 
wetlands or wildlife. Knowing Shell as I do as an excellent 
corporate citizen I have every confidence they vill implement,., 
vith a high degree of satisfaction, all measures recommended in 
the draft to mitigate all short-term disturbances. 

. . As an American.and as a native Floridian it is important to 
· 'mR ·that ve as a nation do all possible to assure both present and 

future generations of Americans a continuous adequate supply of 
domestic crude, Therefore, I urge you to give positive consider­
ation to the DEIS statement. 

.---~··· 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 

1-287 
749 Palm View Or, 
Naples, FL 33942 
May 11, 1993 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Dr., suite 404 
Jackson, Ms 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

I strongly oppose permitting Shell Oil Co, 
to drill for oil in the Everglades. 

Sincerely, // ~ 

..;e_.~- e. r,~ta,_. 
Louise c. Porter 

r· m Ii n fi}.\ uoir '\r '\u\.\ ~\fl'/ I 3 1993 \\.'1 
. L --~ --·--,-:~r:-.r,-=1f{f~n 
\ \\Ui!g~.rt~.tt~t;lr:ii:°; d~· .. !.,: 
t i• •• !·~·:!- ~--· _ .. -· . 

0--~-=--=-·:..:.·:._-:_~,:_,_,.:._-· . -..<.-~---' -- -·--:·=- -- --· _-~---· ~· - - ---. cC, .....:.:.__=.:_~:_:_;::~~ 

1-286 

/J.f)fsF · 1 I I . . . 

Jlo tM:t 4v µ d At't ~ 
U~cT1J/M'W t/u &rA. ~l-j# 
~~1tf4v~~-.~~~ 
., ~ . 'jL, ~~ c&,,,.e,c,' I; 
d,..4. p~ ~ _::L 

- ------- 6'k£/tir 
.2.3~).o ~-k.~. -~ ~.-::/(.'. '53//f'3 

The Hon. Bruce Babbitt 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C,Street N.W. 
Washington, o.c. 20240 

' 
Dear Mr. Babbitts 
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749 Palm View or. 
Naples, FL 33942 
111tV 11, '199::S 
·,1:,~, 1 t. j 9!,":•: 

-:-· ... :.!· .··,: •. 

•.· .. 

' . 

I strongly oppose. permitting Shell Oil or 
any other oil company to drill-in the Ever­
glades. This area is very environmentally 
sensitive.~-- It must be preserved for posterity. 

Sincerely, 

~:.. ..... (!.~ 

Louise c. Porter 

fi:ESf ~i~!! 
~z;,~,fil~~:~t~iif 

/1:;:~H#~~~~s: 
-:;·: :·" ! . 

:·:: ! ! •. • I~: ::~ ~' 

':. ·: . ~:\·:::= ~·:· ~-... ~!::-:/:·:._:< 

·-
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Deborah A Reeder 
4615 Carambola Circle South 

Coconut Creel<, Florida 34223 

15 April 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr Abbeys 

I find it difficult to believe that this letter will 
influence your decision regarding the Shell Oil drilling in 
the Everglades but feel compelled to write regardless. 

It is a wonder to me that in this age of environmental 
awareness there are those who feel that drilling for oil in 
such an environmentally sensitive area ·~ould pose no danger 
to the area. The state of Florida alr~ady has a multitude 
of environmental problems which it ca!l hardly handle, adding 
oil drilling is not an acceptable ad~itional risk. 

Please choose to protect what few ~atural assets Florida 
still has for this generation and for my child's. 

cc1President Clinton 
Senator Bob Graham 
Senator Connie Mack 
Governor Lawton Chiles 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades • •• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty ot the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

.\01 
m~OW§fn) 

hn\ ·uu 
I 8~J~~: .. ~~Off 

, •• J 2 I l!m 1~ 
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J\k,. Derry L. 'ti."q_~lt'Yl-t.. 
1233 D:lr.t-Mowi1 /tv. N. 
S/-. ~r.sb.tf13, FL ?~llD 

bwr t"J\ r. Abbq__y --

'1h is t5 Q. v:fur or pr"oteSt agOJ-0

rlSt /;hf.. id.t.a. o(.1 

drilli,,g for oil in thfl f'v.ifgl.cultls . . ho you. ur,def61:and l'1.e.. 
trnjXX"-lOJ1Cl of' -th!l. deCl6{DY1 you will be. rYla1ing ? bo 
you. !(now mw ..Plor,do.. fuls cbJlL6 IJ,.t. '€v-er9fades ? 'Beyond 
fJ,..,a,t, haVR. yo{). c0n5/dar.RC! .. Whal ~ all n'u( fD /JJse ? 

1 'vn nol ~;':] 1J) tJO ·intD gr.flo.l ~!Ghaltfm or hDl4} -J.he. 
.f!cod chaJ~ aoutd . be @/f'ec:l:.e.d,_ haw eu., wa.l:lf &f Ply 
(lou.J d .&.. danYJ.ged, all -1:hR. wild !,'f.e and ti, t ro:lur.e 
-thxt cou.fd W. ofll)LS-f.Olt11.d. l»iless YDt/W had your 
{uad iA W .SCilhd yw_ 6llr.w.dy r.,eo..U-u. @LL ·this~ Im 
Su.re as ct'+iZ1!JllS oF -l-1115 tZa.r+h .you &t'fl a// Ci!wa.r..e 
zi -flu Qi!.[t'ca/;.e jy:Janc.£. /;;e,./;w.u.11 -!:-he. ettv,roYJJnut.6 and 
man, and l,ow 6u.l D/' .fc,'lter -che ..6a.lanCR. l,eer .&eome. /;y,_ 
su.r.e y()I,(. r~·1..1. +hat w.e.. !Illi§...1::- cht .pt2St l::h.R.. :po,~t of 
cbi~ mor~ clomctJ.t.. ./;o our :pla.n.t.6) w.e. Shf)u/d b.. r~rrt~ 
·I-ht dQJ"(la3e wR.. ha.v.L alrea.d<t donR.... llr.e. yDu rS& ;>M/t11,:S-b'c 

fheu, yot,t lftfi°elJl ~ 01v,r011~f ,~ a/; an ,rrlij)(l.rQ.b{.q_ 
f:,cO.U? .Do you ~/JR.u.e w.R. m!9At 62.S w.ll/1., tJ.S.R. l:hll a.svurce5 
.l)f. _fj,for.e 6'bmeof1~ ~s,e, does, &1/'iCl w.e. ~ doo>n.e.d ariyw<Mj 
with ~

1
:S a.Jl,'-cud.e. w'1y nrJt 90 DlLl ond ist12a( oY-YYXh?::k~ 

JOCK RITCHIE 

IAt,'I/ rJ:e.. {X)J()Q CU1l/Wal.U ? J\/nlu.ho. hn..L .c:n 
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4100 NORTH OCEAN DRIVE (APT. 1703) 
SINGER ISLAND FL 33404-2856 

(407) 881-8831 
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f:,C~ '{. .!..)U yvV\ ...--· · ,-
/Jf ltf.,r.e. ~t. aJs,. Joos, e,ra i« lf1)J. drxm,£d any~ 
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/w'l ./r(l,t wffil:. you will cb. doirJ anywtilLf? J',k,.ybe. rot , 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. r urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the·unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

earned, 

~~Ui.~~J 
.IL n I AP11~ ·Aa - ,993 b, 

l. il~lAliOIJ\IIA~EA!ENr 
--~~GN CIISi.RJ:;r !Jiflg_ 

·-f-.- -~~-~~--.--:~----· ___ -_ . - . _-:_ ··cc- - . • ~-----' .. _ _:: ____ .. - ·--- .. - ~ ,-~----, 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

i,::· 
,, 

·1, 

Aa a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our· wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

' 

t~:£/31 · r~,~>JO 
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Dear District Manager: 

,fo) ft Ii a w Ii fnl 
lllJ NAY I 8 Qn l!!}j 

au,It!'s&f.' 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co, from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­
glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only .purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

\~ 0. ~~!u.i~ 
'J.~ 'oS v-1 % .L.1.._ bf\D \ 0~ 

'3'3c I'=, 

_I '/ 

I 
/ 
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Dear Sirs, 
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James J. Ryan 
259 Capri Avenue 
Lamler<lale-By-The-Sca, FL 33308 

1.3 May 1991 

--·1 

ij 
Ii ~ fi uutf', 
,·---- 'i , l~~=l11 
BUR(i,; ~! ~~~r;:::i o;Ht~_J 
~ 

I am sternly against exploration aml clrilling for nil in the Fluri<la Everglades, 
whether by Shell Oil Company or any other member of the in,lustry. 

We are just now hcginning to rt:ali,,: the impnrtance nf' the rule that the c,·erglacles 
plays in the 11,·es of Floridians, if nur all Americans. The e,•crgla,lc~ arc aln•a,ly fragile ancl 
mulangcrc,I. Th,: stress an,! risk that will un,louhteclly he impose,! hy nil exploration is very 
high and unnel'CSsary. Shell Oil's resources woulcl he more wisely spent on research and 
dcv,:lopmcnt of alternath·c ml'ans of energy ancl nlllscrvati,,n. Tlwr,: ls pl,·nty of sun an,I 
wi111I hcre in south Flnri<la that ,·uulcl he harness,·<! without •ilywlwr,· ,war the risk impn.<ecl 
by "safe" pra,tkcs oftl11, oil hulustry. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

n/,)?v'#t~--c" Jamesj.~ 

,.,,. . ·u. . .!; .. : ~ 
., .,.·:.,,( ,,.:•· . .- .......... · ,' •'·1!1.:::.-,·.,· ... . ····:;;, · ...... ,, ,•: 

•''• ;!,,. F, :.1. ..• •'' ... ~ •.•. • ,• ,: ·: .. ' !•!?'I .,.::·· 
, ;11 .:;. 

,> ... ···.·.-·. -: .. = ;-~--=:.• :;;;"-~--~: ~-... :.:• .. :~·~.--· . . .: -· . ..; ..... : ~--· ... ·. .:··~~ <-__..~c ----
·-·····.-:--=-.=-.,.,..-· _, _ __.:__-_--- -_-cc-........,.-~-::=· "'.Cc 
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Karen L. Ryan 
259 Capri Avenue 
Lau,lcr,lale-By-The-Sea, FL .33308 

Jackson Distrk1 Ofikc 
.. Bur~au oflaml Management­

.f 11 Brianvood Drive 
Suite.fO.f 
J aclcson, MS 3 9 206 

Dear Sirs, 

13 May 199.3 

au~¥a~ 

I am sternly against exploration a,ul ,!rilling for oil in the Flori<la Everglades, 
whether by Shell Oil Company or any other member of tl11, in<lustry. 

We are just now beginning to rcali1.c the impnrtarll'l· of the rnl.: that the e\·ergladcs 
plays in the lives of Flori,lians, if nut all Amcrkans. Tiu: c,·crgla<lcs arc alrcaily fragile and 
endangered. The stress a111l risk that will 11111l1111hMlly he impose,! hy oil exploration is ,·cry 
high an,I unnecessary. Shell Oil's rcsoun:cs woul<I he mun, wisely spent on researd1 a,ul 
development of altcrnativc means of energy an,I mnscn·atinn. Tl11:rc is plenty of sun aml 
win,! here In south Florida that mul,l hc harncs.,cd without anywlu:n: ncdr the risk impusc,I 
by "safe" practkcs oftl11: nil inilu.<try. 

Thank you for your time anil t-onsirlcra.tion. 

Sincerely, 

/<]/~~ 7 

}~rcn L. Ryan '(/ 

·=~: 
.. ·.: ·, : •• ·r. :ri... .,·?·'·:! ,.p··1. · .. .··.·: 

···: r .i:i• : .l ,·"· .,..,.: ,! : ·:: .. ·! ·. · ·J-~• ,•.::, , : •i ·+·~· ··· •. I:•. • · I ; •: ~ .~. : • • • ; 
• :: ; >, a 1 , ,: : • .''. .-.}~• ~; i}' ·' ·;! • 1:!;";• ' , .. t J!', .• . 

... .;d."I .. ,J".:!i•,•·:- :.•' !,I.• •,:•! .•• .'·: ;·1:· 
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April 15, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

Dear Mr, Abbey: 

. 1:r~)@ Ii n tj_\\\\ 
;,r'\ \ I\,~ ; LJ'J I r,.rr> 2 o 1993 tl 
! ... ,.,·-.-:-:-:::-- ... ;,.,,} 

. .: l--:::' .•::::';:~-',.!;';.·t"t ...... ,, .•.. , ........ -

It is almost funny how one hand of the government is spending 
millions to clean up the everglades after years of misuse and now 
the other hand is promoting oil drilling in the same everglades. 
I urge you to not allow Shell to drill, we do not need to expose 
these fragile lands to further abuse. Our future is now let's 
not spoil it further. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Robert Sadowski 
540 SW 10th Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312-2544 

-- . ' ""-·---- ~-~--
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P.O. Box 540518 

Merritt Island, FL 

May 16, 1993 

32954 

lo) ~ 
11Jl1 I MAY I 8 !900 00 Bureau of Land Managememt 

411 Briarwood, Suite 404 

Jackson, MS 39206 ~ 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I heartily support the drilling of an exploratory well 

on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County, 

Florida. 

My wife an~ I have lived on or near the water for many 

years and love nature's environment, 

The proposed drilling is a "win-win"' situation. 

There should be little or no damage to the environment. 

A number of states have benefited both financially 

and employment-wise from similar programs. Aleo, 

Shell Oil is a very competent and reliable company, 

Respectfully submitted, 

cµ)._.....J.- i, • s...stt;._ I} • 
Charles E. Salter, Jr. 
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Springs, Florida 33065 

April 22nd, 1993 
.. 

,< 

Jackson District Office 
Bure·au of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 

. Jacks.9n, Jjis~issippL.39206 

To·Whom It May Concern: 

Coral 

_Q) 
~-

,. 

I think it is a waste of time for you to worry about 
drilling for oil in Florida. This is a lot of animals' and 
people's homes. You can't just come in here and kill what we've 
worked so hard to protect over the years. As you know when 
Marjorie Stoman Douglas came to Florida in 1912, The state was 
changing rapidly. More people were moving here, and alot of 
canals were built to drain out the Everglades, In the 1920's, 
Ms. Douglas decided to do something ~oout it. She decided to 
save the Everglades and the Wild An.tmals. Don't you know there 
is only ONE EVERGLADES in the whole world. If you drill for 
oil here, and something happens, #1, 200,0·00,000 gallons of 
water will be ruined for every gallor, of oil you spill, and 
#2, Millions of people and Me Won't have an Everglades in the 
future. Let's Face It: Floridans don't want you to drill for 
oil in the Everglades. If you do decide to drill for oil there, 
I feel real bad for your conscious. The woman who fought for 
the Everglades is still alive. If you drill for oil here, 
I will boycot your company's gasoline. r·m sure you don't want 
that to happen, especially since I filJ up my car about 5 times 
a week. It'p yi:mr decision, .. Not mine. Hopefully you'll make 
the right.choice. 

~ r t::::':•,-:,"( 
\ 

1 
t 11 ,'-

).1.•-·(·~•l_ r7 
. '· 11 I \.ii•'};\' 

• ' Sincerely ~ours, 

/ 

1-315 

"• lf&-G'o Ill /.IJ l ~ ~ 
;;(,,.,.,J_!A-1"'-'-e, Fl. ~ -:J :j1' 
~ ~ l'l'I-' I , 

~ '»4... ~. FL <'v\.,_ 
~c. .A-.....,,.._,_ "t"' 
~~~ 

. ~ 

~~4/J(Ml 
c., µ~ ,,,10 el.a.~ 

-~ . 1- .. r_o~~ 

,,_..._ " ~""-1 tk...._ 
n...s~-~~ 
~. ~,t~l '.tjvt,~ 
d--u..L~ ~ et......, 

~n,,,~ 17~- 4c..-#( -~~e 4Jt!.'IJ/. 
.s:......~'). / r}'l,J..J/~,~~ 

;:......~~--------~~~-:--- _-_._ 
_; ~----~--~.:---_. -- --.------;-·~-



1-316 

Dear District Manager: 
,Jf' 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

Hay I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only .purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

. ·thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

U1< 1M '6(UMAill/4;J{l 
d <; /\ ,'vi /rfUt?" s l'o\t N l'r ~ MZ.. 0 0 

,. 
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILLI 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U. S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Brianvood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

f · · I 
/i( ;~~, 
f eu~;,;;-;·-.-;--~ :,,~,r : 
: __ z~~..,2-;£:__1 

Native Americans have a saying that they are the ~caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and go, Mother Nanice survives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. · 

. Sin._cerely, \ l · 
~c_cr~s-~ 

. ..... • ...... , .. T 'iAJd 
: .: ... :~~ ~\:, .;~ ··.:~i· . .J ' 

Fi. :...,U~~iil!l,L:;, r-L 33.316 ·-'~ 
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Dear District Manager: 

Uol ~ & ~ n w f ij:i] 
IIJll/ IA! - 6 Ql] ]~i 
I BUREAU or l~ND 1,l\!IIJ.:El.:£111 : 
.. _ .. JAC:1~$0>: D1S!iUfil0fF1C£ . _ . J 

I am a concerned South Florida r~sident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

Hay I remind you that this is r. CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your time. 

'Pe"lc:R ~Ntl-S~~ O 
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June 14, 1993 

Patricia A. Scarborough 
7107 Leighton Way 
Orlando, ·FL 32822 

Bureau of Land Management 
Robert Abbey 
411 Briarwood Dr. Suite 411 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey 

flJ-'L~ a w ~ fn) ~ua[DJ 
BUREAU OF I.ANO MAliAGEl:ENJ 

JACKSON Dlfil]!Jg .!)FfJC{ . 

Shell's proposed Everglades vell endangers the entire Everglades 
ecosystem as well as South Florida's water supply. Drilling 
for tiny amounts of oil in environmentally sensitive regions 
will not provide for our children's energy or ecological future. 
Florida needs solar energy, not Shell Oil. Please prevent this 
proposed well from being permitted. 

Sincerely, 

H-)-ric;A vJ. 'ScC1tf:.nY(1)1h 
Patricia A. Scarborough · 
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east, the west, and the north makes a mockery of the HEPA process.' 
As the EIS process has gained sophistication the courts have held 
that a wide range of reasonable alternatives needs to be evaluated. f3 
How can readers evaluate the proposed action if there is no 
adequate basis line to compare it to? A complete analysis of the no action needs to be presented in the PEIS. 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS The DEIS fails to adequately evaluate 
cumulative impacts upon the Everglades ecosystem. Cumulative 
impacts are impacts likely to occur due to the proposed action or 
alternatives in a ion w t e e e t nd 
reasonably foreseeable future actions (p. 4-60). The DEIS evades 
this requirement completely. The Everglades has been degraded by 113 
the cumulative impacts of thousands of individual projects since : 
the late 1800's. The fundamental issue debated here is not 
technology but the integrity of critically endangered ecosystem. 
The proposed action is analyzed in isolation from the rest of the 
ecosystem, treating it as if it was the only development in a 
pristine environment. When an agency proposes a single action it 
must be-evaluated in context with all the cumulative .effects of all 
past_, present, and proposed actions in the same ecosystem. 

There is no cumulative analysis. of oil drilling or other 
negative impacts upon the Everglades. Only about one page (p. 4-60 
& appendix 1) in the DEIS is devoted to the impacts of oil 
drilling. No cumulative analysis ts presented. Cumulative impacts 
are likely to be significant when the hundreds of other past, 
present, and future wells are analyzed. The Pinal Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) should contain the following detailed cumulative impact analysis: 

1. Exploration impacts 

2. Development impacts 

3. Production impacts 

4. Recovery impacts 

5. A map showing the location of past and present dry holes, 
producing wells, cappec;l wells, all oil exploration roads and 
trails, location of all pipelines, and tank and equipment areas in the Greater Everglades Ecosystem. 

i:; 

i :, 
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OJL SPILL RECORA The DEIS fails to disclose the oil spill 
record in south Florida. Over the last 20 years, 81 spills have 
been recorded with 163,000 of oil and 120,000 gallons of brine 
released into the environment. The PEIS should show the location of 
and extent of each spill along with the date of each spill and description of environmental damage. 

!
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BISCAYNE AOUJPER Data about the location of the Biscayne 
aquifer is not accurate or current. The best available data needs 
to be used. The aquifer map in the DEIS dates from 1978. The 1992 
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Bureau of Land Management 
Jackson District Office 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

On behalf of our south Florida membership, Big Cypress Earth 
First! submits the following conwnents on the Miccosukee 3-1 
Exploratory Well Draft Environmental Impact statement (DEIS). 

The DEIS was produced to fulfill the required mandates under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (HEPA). The DEIS scope of 
analysis is to include the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts 
of the proposed action and alternatives (p. S-5). After 
considerable review it is our opinion that the DEIS falls far short 
of the mandates required by HEPA. 

BACKGROUND The Everglades is one of the most threatened 
ecosystems in the world. It is also one of only two other places in 
the world to be designated an International Biosphere Reserve, a 
Wetland of International Importance, and a World Heritage Site • 
Biologists have described the Everglades as being on the verge of 
ecological collapse. Every major component of the Greater 
Everglades Ecosystem has beeri severely degraded from the Kissinwnee 
River to Florida Bay. Only one-fifth of the Everglades historic 
watershed is relatively functional. This great ecosystem provides 
south Florida with our only s~urce of drinking water, regulates our 
climate, attracts thousands of sportsmen and millions of tourists, 
and provides habitat for numerous endangered and threatened 
species. In· essence, the survival and well-being of Everglades 
means the survival and well being of south Florida. 

SCOPE OF ANALYSIS ·cor.sistently throughout the DEIS the study 
area is limited to 5 ac~-e pasture site while the area of the 
proposed action is the Everglades ecosystem (p. 4-60). The affected 
environment is the Everglades ecosystem but Section 3.0 does not 
describe the how the ecosystem functions nor its natural 
boundaries. The analysis needs to be greatly expanded to included 
the historical Everglades watershed. 

ALTERNATIVES The DEIS fails to consider the no action 
alternative. Evaluating the alterna_tives of an access road from the 
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) aquifer map and US Geological 
Survey (USGS) data shows the location of the Biscayne aqui!er 
extending to the Broward - Collier county line. Therefore the drill 
site would be under the aquifer and not 5-10 miles away as alleged 
in the DEIS. The proposed action could contaminate the regions only 
"sole source" aquifer with -a surface spill or subsurface leak of 
oil, ·brine, or toxic drilling fluids. To place our whole drinking 
water supply at risk for a relatively small amount of oil is 
insane. 

• : .!l'.11 

Engineers at Dames and Moore or the BLM are not qualified to 
analyze the location of the Biscayne aquifer. This analysis should 
be conducted by EPA and uses scientists. The results of an EPA-USGS 
determination of the status and location of the aquifer- should be 
presented in the PEIS, 

TRANSPORTATION QP OIL If the exploratory well struck oil, 
this oil would have to be transported most likely to Port 
Everglades. Ho analysis is present.ad in the DEIS of oil delivery 
systems. The most likely deliver.y system would be the Suniland 
pipeline. The pipeline is a conn~cted action and must be analyzed. 
The pipeline runs from the Suni!and area across Water Conservation· 
Area 3 and presents a high probability of an oil spill. In fact, 
this pipeline is over 20 years old and has had 33 leaks. The FEIS 
should depict the location of the pipeline, locations of all leaks, 
the extent of the leak, dates, and description of environmental 
damage. 

EVERGLADES RESTORATION Recently, the Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) announced plans for a 2 year study that would result in 
radical changes to restore a mor"' natural water flow to the 
Everglades. The Secretary of tha Interior has also stated the 
government's high priority to F.~erglades restoration. The drill 
site lies in a transition area between the Everglades proper and 
the Big Cypress Swamp. Water ~,ould naturally flow from one area to 
the other in times of flood ~ad drought. Everglades restoration 
plans may call for reestablislunent of this hydrologic link. An 
exploratory well or poten~;al production field may significantly 
impede restoration plans .• No analysis or consultation with the ACOE 
about restoration plans was conducted in the DEIS. Inwnediate 
consultation with the ACOE is warranted and its results presented 
in the PEIS. 

-. ~. ~--=----=-..::::?-~--:---~~::=-:___~ 

l2w\1 
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FLORIDA PANTHER The best available data on panther telemetry 
is not presented in the DEIS. The panther telemetry map used in the 
Florida Panther Draft Habitat Protection Plan (DHPP) (Fig. D-2) 
should be used minus the gum swamp label that covers the drill site 
area. This map clearly shows the drill site within the range of the 
panther. Both the DEIS and DHHP maps show a gap between two panther 
activity areas where more intense human activity and degraded 
habitat in the middle, has driven panthers away. Although, the area 
would be considered marginal panther habitat, these areas are 

"· ...,~----=~·- -·--- - - ..... --. 
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important for dispersal of sub-adult male panthers and aid in the 1 
establishing new home territories and avoiding mortality from 85 
dominate males. Yet, the DEIS states that the increase in activity 
may discourage use of the area by young mal~s (p. 4-55). 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service is currently studying whether 
Critical Habitat Designation should be applied to the entire 
documented range of the Panther. If so designated, the proposed 
action would result in a jeopardy determination by the Service. The 193 
cumulative impacts upon the panther need to be analyzed in the 
DEIS. Panther habitat is being destroyed daily and the proposed 
action would cumulatively contribute to this trend and doom 
recovery efforts to save the panther from extinction. 

OIL SPILL CONTINGENCY PLAN This plan {A-10} is inadequate. 
No reliable procedures have been developed to clean oil or other 
fluids from saw grass and muck soils. Further wildlife rescue 
centers in south Florida do not have the facilities or expertise to I 55 
treat large numbers of contaminated wildlife. Survival rates among 
contaminated birds, reptiles, and manmals is extremely low. No 
provision in the plan is made to keep birds away from pooled oil or 
brine that is often mistaken for clean water. Wildlife then become 
entrapped in the goo and die. 

In the event of a catastrop~ic spill, financial resources will I 
be critical. Shell makes no guaranteed cosmdtment of money or 
personnel. Shell should be required to post a one billion dollar 56 
bond at the time of application. Financial commitments by bonds or 
other means needs to be evaluated in the DEIS. 

LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT The state of Florida has opposed 
the proposed action because of the possibility of adverse impacts 
to plant and animal life, water supply, and the Everglades I , 
ecosystem. Recently the Governing Board of the South Florida Water 45: 
Management District has approved a resolution opposing the · 
exploratory well. on the same grounds. Broward County opposes the 
exploratory wel 1 because of the threat of contamination to the 
Biscayne aquifer and will pursue legal action to stop the well. 

SUMMARY The DEIS as written is only half complete. The 
geographic scope needs to be enlarged to cover the Greater 
Everglades Ecosystem. The cumulative impacts upon the Everglades, 
it's wildlife, and of oil drilling activity needs to analyzed in 
detail. Because of the significant threat of contamination to the 
Biscayne aquifer and the critical condition of the Everglades, the 
Application for Permit to Drill should be denied. 

s;t5erely: ~ ~ 2 €~ Rosalyn s~ ~ 
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·· t>P.: .· ·. Further, the DEIS did. not" analyze the potential impacts to the· ·r· ·'· . Biscayne Aquifer by several proposed Everglades. restoration 

· programs. The DEIS states that the proposed action and alternatives 
are to be evaluated in combination with other past, present, l!.D.!l 
reasonably foreseeable future actions (p.4-60) •. The Army Corp of 
Engineers has recently begun a two year study of restoration· 
feasibility and costs. Second, Everglades restoration guidelines 
(SHIM) have been presented in the recent mediation settlement with 
sugar growers. Third, the Everglades Coalition has presented yet 
another comprehensive Everglades restoration· plan; All of these 
plans propose to greatly expand the quantity of water flowing south 
through the Conservation Areas. Millions of acre feet of additional 
water in combination with years of above normal rainfall, would 
likely expand the size of the Biscayne Aquifer to the vicinity of 
the drill site or beyond. This .reasonably foreseeable action is 
required to be evaluated by NEPA. 

It would be absurd to spend over 700°million dollars under the 
court ordered SHIM plan to rid the conservation areas of farm 
pollution and .then turn this endangered ecosystem over to the oil 
industry. The South Florida Hater Management Qiatrict and Florida 
state law (Chapter 18-2 PAC) explicitly prohibits exploratory or 
production drilling, and geophysical ·testing for oil and gas in the 
atate owned water conservation areas as a means of protecting this 
sensitive area. · · · ·. . , 

fi ~/f ''.,. Contamination of the Biscayne.Aquifer by drilling operations 
·· is i realistic possibility. To put south Florida's sole source of 

drinking water at risk for a. relatively small quantity of oil is 
not only reckless but insane. Since man knows little· of the 
hydrol ogic dynamics .. of the Biscayne Aquifer the prudent action is 
not. to drill. 

25 

, Considering the complex dynamics of aquifers, the best· 
available scientific data·needs to be presented. Engineers at Dames 
and:Moore and the BLM are not qualified to·analyze the dynamics and 
estimated location of the Biscayne Aquifer • .B.e.cfill1:. testimony and f . 
affidavits from hydrologists and other aquifer experts from the EPA 26 
and the USGS needs to be presented in the FEIS. 

-

Everglades restoration efforts propose to restore the natural 
sheet flow of water. The drill site lies between· tlie sawgrass 
Everglades and the Big Cypress Swamp, Historically surface water 
would intermix between the two areaa. Restoration plans may call 
for inundation of the site to reestablish this natural system. f 2-5 
Operation of ·an exploratory well and potel)tial field development 
would likely impede future restoration plans of the area. Immediate 
consultation with .al.!. appropriate land management agencies needs to 
be conducted and the results published in the Pinal EIS. 

The DEIS fails to adequately evaluate the cumulative impacts, 
upon the Everglades ecosystem. Cumulative impacts are impacts 13 
likely to occur ~due to the proposed action or alternatives in 
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Dear Mr. Abbey: 

Enciosed is our comments on .th~ adequacy of the Miccosukee 3-1 
Exploratory. Hell D~aft Environmental Impact statement (DEIS}. 

The DEIS ·w~a produ~ed to fulfill ·the legal mandate of the· 
National E~vironmental Policy Act (NEPA). Under NEPA the analysia 
of·the proposed action and rea3onable alternatives is to include 
the direct, indirect, J&rul cumulative· impacts (p.· S-5). It is 
obvious after reviewing this document that the BLM continues it's 
long history· of inadequate tmvironmental review. As the draft is 
curr_ently written it does not comply with .the requirements of NEPA. 

The most serious defici•mcy · of the DEIS is its discussion of 

·t·: ! · ... 

the Biscayne Aquifer. The Biscayne Aquifer h~s been designated by 
the ·u.s. Environmental P.cotection Agency as a "sole source 
Aquifer"--- south Florida's .2D.ll:. drinking water supply. The aquifer. 
is unconfined, highly permeable, and is vulnerable to surface water 
contamination according to the South Pl orida Water Management 
District SHIM Plan (p.38-39). The DEIS states that "local 

-26 
freshwater aquifers may be contaminated by leakage of drilling 
fluids or produced oil and by mixing groundwater between aquifers" 
(p.S-11). Yet the DEIS only devotes a few parag_raphs in discussing 
the Biscayne Aquifer. 

Under NEPA the DEIS is inandated to use the. best. available 
·• data. Data presented about the location of the Biscayne Aquifer is· 

· not accurate. The aquifer map pres,,nte·J ·was produced in 1978 by the 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). A m'Jre accurate aquifer map was 

251 
prepared by the EPA and USGS in 1992 showing the western boundary 
of the aquifer· extending to the Broward-Collier county line, 
Further research by analyst Jim Goldsich of the Broward County 
·office of Natural Resource Protection reveals that the aquifer 
currently extends within two miles of the drill site and not the 
five to ten miles alleged by the DEIS. 

Since the Biscayne Aquifer is highly permeable and variable .in 
size depending on rainfall, su~face water flow, and withdrawal 
rates it is reasonable to assum~ that the aquifer may expand in the 
future. several years of above normal rainfall would likely enlarge 
the size of the aquifer shifting it closer to the drill ·site. 
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:-: : :J'.f.'.-.J..3··· rr combination· with other· past, present, and reasonablY foreseeable · · .:> ·., ,future actions (p. 4-60). The DEIS evades this ·requirement 
• • · completely. Piecemeal decision-m~lting as seen in the DEIS chips 

ecosystems to pieces-little by ljctle, This faulty process results 
in.faulty decisions. No single a·~tion has destroyed the Everglades. 
It has been the cumulative effects of hundreds of projects that 
have brought the Everglades to the point ·of ecological collapse. 

'The cumulative impacts of urhanization, agriculture,. highway 

;t(·· 
8 

,. 
. ! ' .I· 
h· v: .. ; 
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··development,· pollution, floor. control, recreation, hunting, 
industrial ,tourism, mineral expioration, and other human activities 
are not analyzed. The proposed action is evaluated in isolation 
from the rest of the ecosystem, treating it like 1 t was the only 
development in a pristine environment. Under NEPA the BLM is 
required to evaluate the proposed action in context with all the 
cumulative effects of all past, pre.-.ent, and reasonably foreseeable 
future actions in the same ecosyr.tem," What is actually at atake is 
the integrity of the Everglades ecosys.ti,m, not merely conditions on 
a 5 acre pastu1e site. 

. . 
·The. DE:IS faHs to consider other ·reasonable alternatives as 

• required by -HEPA. ·The "no action alternative" is not given serious 
evaluation .as well as ether feaaible choices. Por example,. the 
reasonable alternative .,fusing conservation easements and transfer 
of development rights was not evaluated. This alternative has the 
potential to provide the Miccosukees with substantial income while 
eliminating adverse environmental impacts; a win-win situation. To 
limit the alternatives to a road from the east, the west, and the 
north makes a mockery of NEPA. Federal courts have· held that a wide 
range of reasonable alternatives need to evaluated. The public 

. cannot adequately evaluate the proposed action if there is rut basis 

. for comparison I 

·The Florida· panther is in· extreme danger of extinction • 
Further industrial activity and human encroachment cannot be 

· .. tolerated. Panther telemetry maps used in the ·DEIS and the recently 
released Florida Panther Habitat Preservation Plan (FPHPP) clearly 

"identifies the drill site as within occupied panther habitat. The 
DEIS fails to disclose that actual panther activity is under-· 
represented because the locations represent only radio collared 
panthers which likely depict less than half of the wild population. 
Both the DEIS and the PPHPP show a gap between two large panther 
activity areas where the Miccosukee service plaza and drill site 
.are now located. Increased human activity and destruction of ·native 
cover-and prey in the general drill site area have created marginal 
habitat conditions. 

. .. · .The DEIS alleges that panthers are not known to utilize. the 
t·. · .. ··1· .!!re.a. for any stage of their life cycle (p.4-55}. llildlife 

·f .. : • ... :biologists would disagree •. Althuugh the area is considered marginal 
~'"

1 9··s· ·. habitat, these areas are im;,ortant for dispersal of _sub-adult 
· . panthers and aid in establishing new territories and avoiding 

. intraspecific aggression. ~·be · DEIS explicitly admits that the 
increase in industrial activlty may discourage use of the area by 
young males. The DEIS alleges that the ~ is not routinely 

/ 

. 
• 
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·\i'::_;· ·: · · ~ti~ized by panthers, but panther telemetry· conclusively ·indicates r; •.: ,: ·. the opposite. . . . . 

··.ff:\ :,'/;··:" Increased human encroachment and resulting habitat 
·,' destruction are primary causes of the decline ·of the··panther., 

Robert C. Belden of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission states, '"the only reason the panther stil 1 remains in 
south Florida may be that, until recently, the Big Cypress 
Swamp/Everglades region was virtually impenetrable to humans. Only 
the most hardy individuals with specialized equipment could enter 
the area. When they did enter their range was limited by the amount 
of fuel that could be carried, •• " Petroleum operations are clearly 
an •incremental form of habitat destruction. The Big Cypress 
National Preserve General Management Plan states, "Florida Panthers 
are believed to be sensitive to human intrusion into their habitat 
and the decline of the panther has been attributed to the~ 
habitat quality as a result of increased hunting,· ORV use,· and 
other backcountry recreation; petroleum operations. road 
construction,· agriculture, and urbanization, and other human 
activities," · 

·ff~.:~·.::.\ According to the Florida Panther Recovery Plan; Indian lands 
are important to-the recovery of the panther. Task'l317 of the plan 
states that the Florida Game and Fre·sh Water Fish Commission will 
work. with the tribes to evaluate the· deer status on the 
reservations and .initiate management· actions to· enhance deer 
populations, Oil exploration and recovery· operations would 

-.:. . 
'· 

compromis~ these objectives. · 

According to the FPHPP, panther habitat is being.lost daily 
and the proposed action would contribute cumulatively to .this trend 
and thwart habitat protection efforts. The proposed action would 
likely adversely affect the panther. Since the panther is on the 
brink of extinction, management actions should promote protection 
to maximum extent possible. Again, further industrialization of 
panther habitat cannot be tolerated. 

Contrary to the impression given in the DEIS, ·oil spills are 
a common occurrence in oil exploration and production operations. 
Production activity may last for 20 years or more.. The DEIS 
distorts the risks o'f oil, brine, and drilling fluid spills. It 
fails to disclose the oil spill record in south Florida. over the 
last 20 years; 81 spills have been recorded resulting in 163,000 

·gallons of oil and 120,00 gallons of brine contaminating soil and 
water. According to the South Florida Water Management District a 
large number of leaks were discovered in the Suniland pipeline that 
crosses the conservation area causing alarm over water qualit~,and 
habitat protection. · 

. \.·; 
The final EIS should show the location and extent of each 

spill of oil, brine, and drilling fluids, the dates, amounts,. and 
accurate description of environmental damage in south. Florida 
including the Suniland pipeline.· · 
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~.:~::l~J, 
JAC~SON msm·~r OiflCE ·-~- -· ·--~-......-. .. __ _ 

To Whom It May Concern: 

In my recent studies I have realized the danger of the 
the presented idea to drill fo1· oil in the Everglades. If I 
this drilling occurs and the oil is detected the pipe line 
which will be used is completely intersecting with South 
Florida's water table. In ··the event of an accident durring 21 
any point of piping, such as spills or leaks, will directly 
dammage the entire water supply fo,· the residents in South 
Florida. 

Because the chances of striking oil are so slim, the 
idea of drilling seems to be senseless. I am basically just 
a concerned citizen and causing such a dilema over an area 
that will most likely not provide is money wasted. 

I was a loyal Shell customer and untill this idea is 
dimolished I plan to take my business else ware, and I do 
believe I am speaking for more than just myself when I say 
that. Our environment is an importaint resou1·se to p1·eserv1: 
and putting it in a position of possible damage is simply 
ignorant. Thankyou for your time and I personally hope 
reconsideration will be thought about before action is taken. 

Sincerly, c~ d~Jt<d 
Carrie A. Schick 

- ·~--- ==~=:c-c-c-:-:-c=~~--c=-­
~~-~0~=~-·--· :.:__;_~: __ ~_ -·= 
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. :·!.·., .,·. ,; · potential environmental impacts of exploratory drilling and ignores 
· common sense and the· best available scientific data. ' 

... ,. ·:~. 

1} 
: .• 

. ~ ·•. ·'• . . .. l .. ~. . . 

't;:;:: _! 

\,·:·. :. 

.r 
. 1 · 

·:;-,:;.-.; 
·{ ,. 

r 
.... 
·i!. 

•,:, 

r ~-. 
::~--i·· 

. .. ~· . 
~ f ':. : '. 

1'!-· 

'\ 

,; 
1.f 

. . ·--Common sense would dictate not to drill in an ecosystem on 
· · the verge_ of ecological coll apse • 

. : ,_._C~~~n sen~e wou~d dictate not to d~ill near a :•sol~ source" 
drinking_~ater.aquifer, 

: : · --common' sense would dictate not to dril 1 in the habitat .of 
o~e of the rarest and endangered animals on earth. 

. --common sense would dictate not to drill in an area where 
oil, brine,· and drilling fluids ·cannot be adequately cleaned up 
~rom muck soil,s. and sawgrass. 

--common sense would dictate to seriously evaluate 
alternatives and cumulative impacts •. 

other 

The document is highly biased in favor of· the proposed action·. 
This is to be expected since the BLM has a dismal record of 

'environmental protection on lands that it administers according to 
· a- study by- the Government Accounting Office. Land Management 
· agenci.es perhaps represent the· greatest threat to ·the continued 
existence . of the Everglades·. Every major development action 
initiated by these agencies has·resulted in continued destruction. 
and·degradation of the Everglades.·Citiz~ns see the same mistakes 

·made· over and over again. The, Public is cynical about this 
environmental review.process and believe this to be a "done deal" 

. and that the _BLM wil.l "rubber ,:stamp" a Finding of No Significant 
:· .. · Impact. · · · 

Roughly 99\ of the public comment has been· against the . 
_proposed exploratory well incl~ding overwhelming opposition from 
the· Governor, Cabinet, south Florida Water Management District, 
Florida's congressional dele~4tion, National Park Service, Broward 
County, environmental organizations, and others, Yet, the BLM 
struggles to justify it's development dogma while denying common 
sense and biological facts. · 

Protection measures for the Everglades must be done soon and 
done right. There is no margin of error for the Everglades. DENY 

.'·THE PERMIT TO DRILL! 

Sincerely,' 

-~~Jf~~M+ 
Brian and Rosalyn Sch.,rf . . . 
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May 12, 1993 

Stephen G. Schorr 
13856 York Court 
Wellington, Florida 33414 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear BLM: 
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I am writing you in regards to the proposal by Shell 011 Company to 
drill a well 1n the South Florida M1ccosukee Indian Reservation. I 
believe this would benefit all parties involved. 

I know there are some concerns considering some short-term disturbances 
in the area to human and natural environments. These issues are of 
great concern to myself and my family. However, the knowledge I have 
pertaining to the area's groundwater leads me to believe there would be 
significant amount of time to effectively clean up any contamination, if 
it should to occur. It is also my belief that necessary measures would 
be taken to protect any and all wildlife 1n the area. Especially the 
wildlife on the endangered species list. 

I would like to believe that I am a concerned citizen when It comes to 
anything or anyone who wants to destroy our planet just to turn a buck. 
Actions such as these are despicable in my eyes, but, I just do not 
believe this is the case. 

If you have any questions concerning this, or any other matter, feel 
free to contact me, 

Sincerely, 

4/LJrL---_ 
Stephen G. Schorr 

.:it?1tc!#mei?, / 
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Ruth F. Schwanz 
263 CaDII Avenue 

Fl Lauderdale, FL 33308 
(305) 491-3847 
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL 
AN EXPLORATORY WELL 

ON THE 
MICCOSUKEE :rni>iJiii" RESERVATION 

lo) ~ @ ~ 0 w ~ ·l';il 
lr.Jl f,PR I 919m I ~, 

: t_ ____ j I 

I.Uh!!." Ofl~. •0 :.'.'JU ,;.:iffl 
;._ •.• :-~ :-?-' ~·i.~:;.;::r' .·:· .. ~; . 

Written comments on the Draft Environmental Statement are being 
accepted until May 18, 1993. Comments on the analysis and the 
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide 
your name and address. Comments should be sent to: 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MississipPi 39206 

Attention: Robert V. Abbey 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss 39206 

April 21, 1993 

Re: Shell 011 Drilling - Everglades, Florida 

To whom it may concern: 

It has come to my attention that Shell 011 Company 
1n drilling for 011 in the Everglades of Florida. 
oppose this action for it is a serious threat to 
of the environment. 

is interested 
I urge you to 

the well being 

I was born 1n Florida and have lived hara my entire life. The 
Everglades has always been one of the most treasured assets to 
our state. It serves as a sanctuary for the wildlife that lives 
there. It is a place of escape not only for the wildlife that 
makes it home but also for mankind to explore and learn from. 

By allowing Shell 011 to invade this environment you will not 
only be threatening the Everglades, but opening the door to other 
oil drilling in the state of Florida. This must not be allowed!! 
The need of the many should not out weigh the need of the few!! 

Please do not 
Everglades. 

give Shell 011 permission 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

G~ 
Patrice Shawe 
6630 Thornhill Ct. 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 
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Jackson District Ottice 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive · 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 
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As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, X am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
tor petroleum there. No number ot precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. X urge you to make all ettorts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
tor our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation ot the unique and natural beauty ot the Everglades. 

Dear N.r. Abbey, 

Very Concerned, 

M( -..J2~?'vd-1.-, 
V 

f[Mff lHW~m 
APR 2 l 1993 U f 
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5790 Stirling Rd. Apt. 306 
Hollywood, Fl. 33021 
April 27, 1993 

Please do not permit Shell Oil Co. to 
drill tor oil in the Everglades. The everglades 
is in tough shape as is and we r,eed to restore 

I it, not hasten its ruin. Among other reasons, 23 this Sets a bad precedent. 

Very truly ;,o7J 

1 
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;71 S,W, 6th Street #718 
Pompano Beach, FL 3306(1 
Mav 13 1 1993 

Mr, Robert V, Abbey. District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
.Jackson, Misfii&6ippi 39200 

Dear Mr Abbeys 

I understand that you will soon be making the decision 
as to whether or not to grant the Shell Oil Comoany a oermit 
to dri 11 for oil in the Everglades, Of course I realize that 
you are well aware of the seriousness of this.action, The 
Everglades is in severe di stress now and .needs restoration, 
Further risk is unwarranted and a very•poor precedent, 

It is entirely probable that the environmental impact 
ntatament funded by Shell Oil rel ibs on outdated rnaps and 
erroneous conclusions. 

Please deny the Shell Oil Company the right to drill for 
Oil in the unique ecosystem of our Everglades, 

Sincerely yours, 

6~v~ 
Carolyn"Slaton 
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Robert v. Abbey 
District Manager 
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Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Dr, Suite 404 
Jackson, MISS 39206 

Dear Sir: 

I am a concerned college student from Broward 

Cononunity ~allege in Ft.Lauderdale Florida, writing 

to you with regard to the fact that Shell Oil Co. 

is eventually going to begin drilling in an area 

west of me known as the Florida Everglades. 

Now I understand that there are some hazards 

to the natural environment which exists in the 

everglades and also hazards to the groundwater 

that I drink, To my knowledge the real problem 

does not lie with the actual drilling of the oil, 

but with the transporting of the oil, which to the 

best of my knowledge is where most spills occur. 

I am curious to know what you are doing Mr. Abbey, 

to make sure that Shell is taking the ~ecessary 

safety precautions to ensure that th~ transporting of 

the oil is not going to endanger the environment and 

groundwater, 

Sincerely, 

Jason Slaughter 
6161 SW SlSt Ct. 
Davie, FL 33314 
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Dear District Manager: 
/ eu~u.u orti,i~ :.:111:aGc1f11 , 

_ 1.,~~!~:rn1sm1c1omc .i 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­
glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every-

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your 

~.I 

,,.,,;.i~: ,:'"''-· 
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Let Shell clrill in ·Hell. 
m· 

.ADRWIAUMEN 
Talk about outrageous. 

panthers, wood stories, Everglades ldw, 
Everglades minks and, In the Shell study's 
own incriminating words, "other 
waterfoul" (ale). 

Shell's tenacity would make you think It 
expecta lo llnd a pool or oil the size or 
Prince William Sound, but even the 
experts doubt there's 

' ·"" 

,~ .. 
1.e....1rr 

With all the predictions about how 
much It's going lo cost us to clean up the 
Everglades and the water wars that could 
divide South Florida, Shell OU Company 
still wanta to drW In the middle of the 
Everglades. 

The very Idea of poking more holes In 
· the already ailing system and Increasing 
risks to wUdltre and water supplies Is 

much to be round. There's 
not much oil In Florida, 
and the oU that's here Is 
of such poor quality that ~ 
It's hardly worth refining. ll!ll!illfl1lii 

. nothing short or arroganL 
· So Is Shell's auempt lo •greenwash" the 
plan by presenUng an Environmental 
Impact Statement thal uses outdated 
maps and WormaUon. II only skims the 
surface or Issues auch as the effecta on 
groundwater and future restoration plans. · 

The proposed drW site Is at the edge or· 
the Big Cypress NaUonal Preserve 
(located by the CoWer/Broward Une, north 
or .Alligator All~y) ~d the world· 
renowned sawgrass nianh; a conservation 
area that keeps Broward and Dade 
counUes from nmnl.ng out or water. • 

State rules ·prohibit direct" drllllng In the 
conservaUon area, so Shell came up with 
a way around It - by drlWng at an angle. 
The drWlng rig would be outalde the 
conservaUon area, on land owned by the 
Mlccosukee Indians (read: federal land). 
The end or the drUI would be 4,700 feet 
east-smack dab In the conservaUon area, 
at 18,850 Ceet down. 
, SUclc. 

The drllllng rig would stand In a cattle 
pasture within 200 reet or a canal and 
only 1,000 feet from a pumping staUon 
that fuMels water Into the Everglades 
water catchment areas. Imagine what a 
hurricane could do with that setup. 

The area Is also home lo Florida 
!.,•. .~.. . 

Could It be worth losing 
the Everglades? 

Shell admlta that, IC It 1111,1.. 
llnds oll, It's llkely lo seek ..,.-
more drilling. It l<lso 
admits that spl'~ are 
Inevitable. 

Exxon ar.d other firms 
drllllng n•arby have been 
unable to prevent spllls. 
Almos, 163,000 gallons or 
crude oil and 120,000 
g&llons or plant-kUllng 
brine already have been 
spilled Ir., the Everglades 
area. Uachecked, one 
gallt>o1 or petroleum can 
contaminate one million 
gallons or drinking water. 

Tha~'s why about 300 
Soult, Floridians, and even 
some tourlsls, crammed a 
recent publlc hearing In 
Broward County to talk 
with Washington 
bureaucrats on the Issue. 

"Tell Shell tt, drW In . _ 
Hell!" yellr.a some folks. · • 
Others are cutting up their Shell credit 
card, and taking their business elsewhere. 

Not a bad Idea. 
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Dr. Mr. Abhev 
/ 

4·2.l-9..s 

1 
I allcf}ded ihe pu6/,c 

1heannJ 4r, -/1,e evc.rgku/t's 1rsllf'. I 
/pcrs1>nally -kc/ f-httf Al/ +ne people 
!prescn-1 s-h1Jwed /~ifitYUJk c1Jruerns. 

~+- IS a e,oncct-n -fr:J mt . H1af 111 +he I 
r~ot't the tnmsµort111ho11 "f l),'i Avm +he, 21_ 
;w~tl .£,'fe Wt:!! n&>I tnen h·or,t"d .I. beft"cvr:: . 

#,tlf PAnthef's llvt'S wt'// k 111 dA114er e1.s 
1
well tJr +he- p()()Y bird.,,. ThG ev-er9lat1es 
~s· ti . beauhAtl p/acr and X ,:/P nor 
find tf -fa ,r -for' Shell -fo use. ,·-t ers r prp/7'-f. If bc/~njf . -lo ~e:,Yo11,e /Jiff J UJ,f 

't/uh1. 
.Sa/"A.. Sfr:.I'" 
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Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Dr 
Jackson,Mississippi 39206 

Dear Sir, 

Carol Stern 
10812 NW 26th St 
Suprise Fl 33322 

April· 2!3; 1993 

I-·,am writing to protest the fa<::t that you are allowing 

Shell to drill an oil· .well in tt.e Everglades. The ground­

water in the Biscayne Aquifer is South Floridas· only source 

of water. Not only would thdre be danger of water pollution 

from the drilling itself, but there is an even greater 

risk of pollution in transporting the oil from the well 

to Port Everglades and the refineries. Shell has not even:, 

responded to questions regarding the transport of the oil, 

let alone responded intelligently.and responsibly. 

I realize that our economy is based on oil, and I 

know the oil wells have to go somewhere. But our lives 

are based on water. There have been too many spills on 

existing wells. There has been too much pollution from 

the land fills down here. An area called Sunshine Ranches 

has carcinogens in their water already, and apparently, 

the City of Sunrise is having problems with:our water also. 

The last thing we need down here is yet another source of 

water contamination in our water. Please,Please don't 

let Shell Oil do this. 
C"drol Stern 
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILLI 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

. "··· C..: '.:,b,i}:/;.i}n ; 

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (J) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. H the Everglades was :t patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed ar.d abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SIITING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and &9, Mother Nature survjves, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. 

Sincerely, n 
~U'~/t?,J 



-;,,.-:---_::__---·-· 

1-360 

J_®J fl itrn 1:-,. 1,11
; 

I u I 
., 261::.m 1u1 

-· ........ --.--J I 
i: UicH.I.' Gf tAM) :A',l·f,\b~l,tENT l 

• ?!!;!!;"".-: ;.!S'1Rl!!iO(flCE _,.. • 

DON'T LET SHELL OIL DRILL! 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Brianvood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

• 

Native Americans have a saying that they are the "caretakers" of Mother Earth and their 
philosophy is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and go, Mother Nature survives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. 

Sincerely, 

~·j;,.J 
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Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 

April 29, 1993 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive Suite 104 
Jackson, Missippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

. II \\j ,. . -~r\t.ll~~\J~· ·1~;\ 
\! .• 

i;tlAUlt l ~ __ ,.,.~ 
\\ll\l.tt,l\11~ 1t•,-,.-

. .-:-

I am dismayed to learn that Shell Oil Company has 
applied for a permit to drill for oil in the !•Prqlades 
This is a unique ecosystem and its health affects the 
water supply of millions of people. 

The Everglades is in severe distress now and badly 
needs restoration. Further risk is unwarranted and 
poor precedent. 

Furthermore, the environmental impact statement funded by 
Shell relies on outdated maps and erroneous conclusions. 

Very truly, 

h«<A-£...:1~ 
Grace E. Sutton (Mrs. T.D.J 

2809 NE 10th Avenue 
Fort lauderdale, FL 33334 

April 20, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, HS 39206 

=o 
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Andres Sturzen 
501. S.ll. 15 St. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
305-760-7605 

RE: Proposed drilling for oil in Everglades by Shell Oil 

To llhom it Hay Concern: 

I find it difficult to believe that this iasue has gone this farl I 
was born and raised in South Florida and hope to be able to raise my 
own children here someday. If Shell Oil is permitted to drill for 
oil in our Everglades, it is only a matter of time before one or a 
series of accidents renders our water ~ndrinkable. 

I have been told over and over again about all the precautions that 
will be taken to prevent contamination of the environment. It does 
not matter because eventually the unforseen disaster will come and 
all of Shells' precautions will not stand in the way. 

If this drilling is stopped, Shell oil will continue to prosper and go 
on to its next pursuit; if the drilling is allowed, we can all say 
goodbye to the Everglades as we know it. Ile will also be forced to 
find alternative sources of water. 

Please wake up and SAY NO to Shell. 

~~ 
Andrea Sturzen 

\oiJ ~ .. ~ -~ .~.!(f)\ 
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Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau Of Land Management 
Jackson District Office 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

Thank you for forwarding the draft 
ment dated March 8, 1993 to me. 

{foJ ~ & ~ D W~1' 
/UO[~Jt, 
I SURtAIJ Of lAt1!) ,._.,it1.;.:tf,!~Nl 

.. ;.·~,c~:~~I !)fS}kl';J O;ACf_ ·' 

on Environmental Impact State-

I found it to be most interesting end informative and I agree with 
your findinge that there would be PO eignificant impeet on water, 
air, vegetation, wetlands or wildltfe. Also, that water bodies would 
be pn1tect'ed byboth distances end lrn•:riers. 

The DEIS is a very complete and comprehensive study and I urge your 
department to grant a permit !or exploritery drillift! to Shell West­
ern E & P , Inc, 

I would appreciate your keeping me informed by forwarding the final 
end complete summery of the document to me. I thank you for keeping 
me informed. 

Sincerely, 

(fr.¢L 

/ 

£66t '£ •.<uw 
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May 1,1993 

Dear Mr.Abbey: 

I have just learned that the US Bureau 

of Land Management is ~oing to make a decision 

as to whether or not to allow Shell Oil to drill 

in the Everglades! '·hat a DRlilADFUL thing that 
would be! 

Our state is precious and drilling in 

that sensitive par~ would be violating our 

need to probect it. 

Please do not allow this! 

S~ely, ...-.--:l '"1"" q~~\,._,...,.;.,... "'-• 
(Eli~abeth Leeds Tait) 

··4 

f ~,-~ ~- m O W m·,rj:· 
;:.:JI 1•.,Y -3• I 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shall Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there, No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not aventually'occur, dua either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades, , , before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades, 

Vary concerned, 

,.. __ ~./'~ 

v . 
fais1aV1. 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Sirs: 

·-··-··:·· 

:.~--·-_ ..... --.. -

.... 
. :~-· 

1080 N.W. 74 Terrace 
Plantation, Fla. 33313 
April 17, 1993 

As a highschool senior at Plantation high and a resident 
of South Florida, I am extremely against any oil drilling in 
the Everglades. The act of oil drilling will prove itself 
detrimental to the Everglades wildlife's existence. Our wildlife 
habitats in the Everglades are rapidly depleting. The small 
portion that is still remaining is vJtally important to the 
wildlife as well as the citizens of South Florida. We need 
to preserve what is left. rf an oil spill should occur this 
could demolish hundreds of animals as well as their habitat. 
Please do not commit an unnatural ~ct as to destroy wildlife 
and our beautiful Everglades! 

-:;~~~ 
K:tten Talton 

---·;-· ;:·· .. :i \: \\ 
:---r~;...:LL.A -1·1 ! \; · 1 
--~r··---

6
,993 iL".J\ 

,. I · 2 ... 
1 

• I\\, ,I •• !,. 
.. ~:.u, 

l, ... L ·- ···1~,.Ll 
: •:;ft'~-- - . 

\. f' -···· 



1-368 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. ~9206 

To whom it may concern: 

~

. ~lb--··· 
h-· II 3 r.;;;. 
•.\ w,; ~ , 111 i 
\11\ ~~'----· '·•t•lt\l,~ 

t,\l\\i~:··f•~! 
I * •• 

It has come to my attention that Shell would like to start 

oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be 

voted on. urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not 

Just for .the preservation of the Everglades, but for the 

water that it supplies South Florida. 

live in Unincorrporated Fort Lauderdale. This ·~sonly 10 

miles west from the future drilling sit~. I also do not have 

city water, I have well water. This water comes from a water 

supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that 

it will contaminate my water supply. 

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes 

time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not Just for the 

bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from 

her water supply. 

Respectfully yours, 
(" 

'f Jv._ ,~lcYl /-~~ 
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April 30, 1993 

~-}) ~ ©JLl.W ~ r:.? 
Robert Abbey 
Jack•on District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mieeiasippi 39206 

Dear Robert, 

l
•i=:IMAY, o,;lu. , .. , :_J 

I auL.H-u.-u o-r-LAN'""o..,.,A.,...IINACEMlNT 
: ••••• .Jl,CK~011 01Slk1~T OfflCf 

Reference 1e made to Shell Wasterna plane to drill an exploratory oil well 
in the Bvergladas. 

I am a Florida reaidant, a taxpayer and an avid outdooraman. My family 
hae lived in South Florida since the late 1950'•• We have aeen tha grolfl:h 
and subsequent change. Of course moat change 1• good, but •ome doe• not 
give the banefita anticipated in the drawing board atage•. Many of th••• 
plane affect tha environment in a negative wa~. I baliava drilling in the 
Bverglades ahould be olaaaitied aimilarlya aoma good, but moatly not. It 
i• a tremendous risk in the event of a epill. An oil apill in the 
Bvargladee would make the 'Valdez• look like childa play. 

I belong to a couple of South Florida •outdoor type• cluba. It haa bean 
made painfully obvious there ia some concern about the uae of airboat•. 
Thi• ia partially due to the oil a boat may leak. l\n oil drilling leak 
would be catastrophic in comparison. 

Previous request to drill in the Florida Keya have baan denied. You 
ahould not consider a plan to drill in the Everglade• baaed upon many of 
the ea.ma--;;gumenta. 

The damage from a catastrophic diaaater would have a far greater impact in 
an •ancloaed' area auch •• tha Glad••· Even tha equipnant naca••ary to 
clean up a potential apill would leave a path of destruction. 

In closing I firmly believe that Shell Waetern•a and any other aub•equent 
requeata should be denied. 

% appreoiate ~our oon•ideration of th1• co~raapondanca. 

v;~Yours, 

William Terry 
P.O. Box 282 
Boca Raton, Florida 33429 

P.s. Was a Dopartment of the Interior Environmental Impact •tudy done? If 
eo, whero can it be found so tho public can review it? 

ca Governor Lalfl:on Chilea 
Florida Garno and Fresh Water Fish COftWiaaion 
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Roderick Tirrell 
5431 NE 25th Ave. 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl 33308 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Jackson District Office 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

May 12, 1993 "f11~ UI) MAY 2 I 19!8 f!lj I 
BUJMVs&r.~VR~~ 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

I am again responding to your agency's effort to grant SWEPI a permit to drill 
an exploratory well in the Miccosukee range of water conservation area-3 (WC-3). 
The comment period should be extended from thirty to ninety days. 

Impacts 
The DEIS does little to address the questions I raised to you in my letter of May 

11, 1992. The problems and issues in most cases are answered with "will not 
significantly impacr. 

This draft does not even consider the Elferglades Restoration Project which may 
very well change the hydrology of the entire area. It is in conflict with the testimony of 
local experts in its findings. It ignores the Florida Executive Order banning commercial 
development in the Everglades Water Conservation Areas. It uses an outdated map 
(1978) of our aquifers although a newer and more comprehensive map (1987) was 
readily available. The DEIS claims the eastern edge of the Biscayne Aquifer was 
more than ten miles from the exploratory drill site. The newer. more comprehensive 
map shows otherwise. 

The DEIS ignores Florida's tourism economy and again claims no significant 
impact. The drastic effect this well could have upon local ecology could very well 
affect future tourism in the Everglades. 

The DEIS disregards the Sole Source Designation of the Biscayne Aquifer in 
the Clean Water Act (sect 1424 (E)) and its rating as a Stream Flow Source Zone. 

The DEIS ignores the cumulative impacts upon the resource already strained 
by agricultural runoff, development, habitat destruction, pollution, drought, storms, and 
the Army Corps of Engineers Drainage System. It is a piecemeal study of isolated 
actions intent on ignoring the ecosystem as a whole while promoting the incremental 
destruction of the resource. Introduction of roads, construction, service stations, trash, 
and toxic elements will all have no significant impact? This documents purposely 
ignores our nati9n's energy needs and does so by claiming that field development is 
not proposed, probable, or foreseeable. Is SWEPI spending $5 million on exploration 
with no goal of production? 
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exploratory well be unsatisfactory? What assurance will Floridians have in the event 
of a future casing crack and leak? What will SWEPI do in the event of transitional 
movement of wastes? Where are the contamination assessments regarding 
abandonment? 

69 

Wetlands 

The Everglades has been designated a World Heritage Site, International 
Biosphere Reserve, and Wetlands of International Importance. Executive Orders 
11990 and 11988 were enacted to prevent development in wetlands and flOodplains. 
These safeguards to the wetlands and public welfare are glossed over in this 
document. They should be given thorough, comprehensive examination. 

The vegetation report for Appendix A-5 was conducted in late fall of 1989; an 
unusually dry season. Hydrology and vegetation should be re-examined and a 
revised jurisdictional determination should be performed that may involve 
reclassification of the vicinity's vegetation. 

Baseline health of the Everglades (pre-1900's) should be analyzed so we can 
measure the result of all cumulative impacts. 

Safety 

Nowhere In the DEIS is Shell Oil Company's record of safety violations 
mentioned. The Company has paid tens of millions of dollars In fines in at feast three 
cases in the United States alone. One facility had two separate accidents resulting in 
14 injuries and one death. Shell is currently being sued for illegal discharge in. 
California and their own records show continued and repeated violations of water 
discharge permits. , 

Shell's record speaks for itself, yet it wants to come to one of the most sensitive 
areas on the planet for its exploration. Its rig may have all the latest technology and 
enclosed safety systems. State-of-the-art technology doesn't make this venture risk 
free. The decline of aviary species and the current demise of Florida Bay present 
major problems without this project. The Port of Valdez was considered a state-of-the­
art facility with comprehensive spill plans and safety regulations that could contain any spill. 

Concluslons 

,83 
56 

128 
113 
f13 

Please reconsider the No Action Alternative. The security of our water supply, I 8 
wildlife, and heritage cannot be guaranteed. A very small amount of conservation 
would save more oil than this area will ever supply. This is the hope for Florida. We 
can always consume more, but can we consume more wisely and efficiently. Maybe 
this way we can save something for the next generation. 

I hope you will back Secretary Babbitt's promise for Everglades restoration. 
Please start by denying this permit. Thank you. 

Sincerely. 

.£L.L--z.-,_,.a 
Roderick Tirrell 
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No Action Alternatlve 
The "No Action Alternative• that is intentionally eliminated in this document was 

identified In the scoping process. Section 1502.14 (d) of NEPA requires a No Action 
Alternative. Why is this project exempt from that section of NEPA law? Although the 
DEIS claims to address significant issues identified in the scoping process, It 
overlooks energy conservation and renewable energy resources. 

Should SWEPI be exempted from having to consider alternatives to this 
project? This development impacts one of the most sensitive resources on earth and 
will do little to satiate our appetite of 16,000,000 barrels of oil per day. Should SWEPI 
be relieved from having to consider alternatives because it might reduce our 
dependency on foreign oil? Encouraging private development of oil and gas reserves 
present a facade to national energy policy. The DEIS fails to evaluate but one means 
to increased energy dependence. The necessity to consider only drilling alternatives 
is irresponsible and is based only on the leaseholders' objectives. 

Splll Contingency Plans 
The Spill Contingency Plan is short-sighted, incomplete, and deficient. Section 

4.5 (B) says a spill will be controlled by using dirt, boards, absorbent, hay. and straw. 
The use of chemicals agents Oil Herder and Elastol seem to be most concerned 

with being able to refine and market recovered crude. Where is the chemical analysis 
of the breakdown of these agents? What effect will these agents have upon sensitive 
native flora? 

Air Quallty 
How will this well discharge and monitor particulates? What monitoring will be 

used to measure the output of volatile organic compounds and heavy metals? 

Wastes 
---W-here and at what volume will drilling fluids be injected into the boulder zone 
and at what levels will contaminants be allowed in the Injected fluids? Regarding 40 
CFR 1465.23 and 40 CFR 146.24, where is the demonstration of mechanical integrity. 
the observation of injection pressures, flow rate and cumulative volume? 

The Floridian and Gray Limestone Aquifers are treated as waste dumps rather 
than future repositories of potable water. 

Drill cuttings will be spread on an upland area of the Mlccosukee Reservation. 
Are these cuttings inconsequential and resistant to runoff during heavy precipitation? 

Noise 
--Environmental consequences concerning noise are incomplete. Impacts are 
assessed on low constant diesel engine noise, when in fact, noise generated from a 
conductor casing drive hammer operation can be up to 40 decibels 1. 7 4 miles (9200 
ft.) from a rig in the preserve (4-19). Sharp, piercing, irregular, high-frequency noise 
and their effects upon wildlife should be studied further. 

Abandonment 
Where will SWEPI be in the event of abandonment and plugging should this 
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l.000 ICings Hwy. , Unit 442 
Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

Hay 11, 1993 
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:Bureau or Land Management 
411 :Briarwood, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

I ! ~ I J. f , 1· i ·:;, 1·.,-\t I 31993 ,-. . ,··· 
' 

~~~f~~!i.!:~ !.,;•;f}:;}~k?~~;{!! 

Subject: Proposed llxplor.?.tory Well 
i:iccosukee Indian Resc:rvati.m 
Broward County, FL 

Dear Sir Or Madam: 

The conslusion ot the Ili!:IS covering Shell's ?roposal 
to drill the subject exploratory well a:;,pears to 
be accurate and complete. 

The writer is in total agreement with the opinion 
that any disturbance to the environ1Dent would be 
minimal and short-term and tha:t potable Wl'.ter 
sources and wildlife populations would not be 
eigniticantly attected. 

We urge you t~ permit this project to go forward. 

Sincerely yours, 

c/::!:L.~:-::~ 
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Mr. Donald H. Sweep 
District Manager 
Bureau Of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, ~ssissippi 39206 

Dear Mr. sweep: 

609 Ocean Drive, #4·H 
Key Biscayne, FL 33149 
May 6, 1993 

~ 
-::.:~ 

0 m ® m o w m ,:1, 

rn1 MAY I O "'8 j[~1 
L-··------ I 

Rll~L"~~ -~tLI~~~~li;;r~~fl" 

SUBJECT: WELL DRILLING PERMIT 
MICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION 
BROWARD COUNTY, FL 

I have previously written to your office and followed with 
considerable interest, ,Shell•s request· of a pennit for the 
above referenced matter. 

The draft environmental impact st~tement, prepared by the 
respected finn, Dames and Moore Consulting co. , concludes 
that proposed exploratory well would not have significant 
impacts on air, vegetation, water, wetlands or wildlife. The 
rec011111ended mitigation, to the short·tenn disturbances, is a . 
reasonable solution. Most importantly, water resources and :1 
wildlife are unaffected by the proposed drilling. 

Please consider this letter as my endorsement and support to 
the conclusion of the draft environmental impact statement 
and my continuing support of the project and improvement of 
our domestic oil resources. 

Vei:y truly yours, 

Sten J, Tonnessen 

1-377 

June 22 1 19:)3 

f?obert V. Abbey, Disfrid Mcina9er 
Bvreau of Land Man~emenl-
411 Briarwood Drive 
Su'i+e 1./0lf 
Jackson

1 
MS :39206 @c~~~I ~ P'": . \~ ~-· __ .! 

l.lllD LWIAGO.".EHl 
BURE@.9,fH DIS1R1Cl ome£ 

De~r Mr. Abbey: 
L JA~-

1 undersfot'ld +ha+ fro111 ~o~. 0 ,,4:iJ now unt;! IJovember you w,-/1 beclec;; 
in9 ~hetheror no_+ +o issue Shell o; I c, perM;f +o drill c,11 expforcr+cr; 
w~II ,n +he !lor~jdc, ever3fades. I Qm opposed to i~ ,·s plan beccivse 
oil exploro+,on ,s harrnf'u/ -lo +he.enviro11ment qnd -fhrea+ens +he ve, 
existence oF the pion+ life and animal 1ife ,-n +he area. Even +ho1-9h 
the proposed Qr-ea is not w,-thin Ever3lades No+ionol Park, i+ is s-fiff 
hi tne /-"historic 77 eveY9lades. Ovr naficmal parl:-s should be presen 
As o ~r1cerned ci-fiz_en1 I arn reqy~s+i~9 +ha-I- you deny Shell Oil +he 
perdl,f +o drill for 01/ ;t'l -+he F!ondq eve19lcrdes. 

Jackson District orrice 
Bureau or Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. 39206 

To whom it may, concern: 

Since.rely.., 

PPhJZ,. YeOk 
Pe+eyr Tdk 
1~5 Wesf 86+h Sfree-J­
Apt. #28 
t-Jew York~ ~y ioo2y 
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It has· come to my attention that Shell would like to start 

oil drilling in the Everglades. and that this issue must be 

voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not 

Just for .the preservation or the Everglades, but for the 

water that it: supplies South Florida. 

I live in Uniricorrporated Fort Lauderdale. This is only 10 

miles west from the future drilling site. I also do not have 

city water, r· have well water. This' water comes from a water 

supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that 

it will contaminate my water supply. 

As a concerned citizen, I ask or you, please when it comes 

time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not Just for the 

bueaty or the Everglades, for the people that benefits from 

her water supply. 

Respectfully yours, 

~ -r~-i~r 
.~,-.-.,.e"i.M 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Re: Drilling in the Everglades 
by Shell Oil 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

May 3, 1993 

I had to sit down and relax before writing this letter, as I 
was scathing mad after reading in the Sun Sentinel Newspaper the 
article discussing the possibility of your drilling the Everglades 
for Oil. It is unbelievable that someone could possibly drill for 
oil in the most precious natural preservation area in South 
Florida. There are thousands of creatures living in the Everglades 
that could be affected. GOD forbid that there is a spill or leak, 
what will happen to the turtles, alligators, fish, and all the bird 
species that live near the water? What will happen if there is a 
leak, and the drinking water for South Florida gets contaminated? 
Does that mean that all of us down here are going to have to start 
buying bottled water? I think maybe I should call my broker and 
have him start buying stock in bottled water. 

I did not attend the meeting at the county convention center 
on Thursday, April 15, but I was shocked when I read what happened 
in the newspaper. I am going to do everything in my power to 
convince EVERYONE I KNOW that goes to a Shell gas station to never 
ever ever buy gas from Shell again, and believe me, I know alot of 
people, as I have spent half of my working days working for 
powerful attorneys and spending alot of time on the phone. From 
now on, when I speak to someone on the phone, this matter will be 
discussed. 

1-382 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Re: Drilling in the Everglades 
by Shell Oil 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

April 16, 1993 

I had to sit down and relax before writing this letter, as I 
was scathing mad after reading in the Sun Sentinel Newspaper the 
article discussing the possibility of your drilling the Everglades 
for Oil. It is unbelievable that someone could possibly drill for 
oil in the most precious natural preservation area in South 
Florida. There are thousands of creatures living in the Everglades 
that could be affected. GOD forbid that there is a spill or leak, 
what will happen to the turtles, alligators, fish, and all the bird 
species that live near the water? What will happen if there is a 
leak, and the drinking water for South Florida gets contaminated? 
Does that mean that all of us down here are.going to have to start 
buying bottled water? I think·maybe I should call my broker and 
have him start buying stock in bottled water. 

I did not attend the meeting at the county convention center 
on Thursday, April 15, but I was shocked when I read what happened 
in the newspaper. I am going to do everything in my power to 
convince EVERYONE I KNOW that goes to a Shell gas station to never 
ever ever buy gas from Shell again, and believe me, I know alot of 
people, as I have spent half of my working days working for 
powerful attorneys and spending alot of time on the phone. From 
now on, when I speak to someone on the phone, this matter will be 
discussed. 
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I am very very disappointed in Shell and in the Indians. I 
know the Indians are doing this so they can make money to improve 
their way of life, improve their education and health care, but 
what about the animals? Don't they have a say in this matter? 
What will happen to them if there is a leak? Do we the people of 
South Florida not care enough about these innocent creatures to 
just step aside and let Shell come in here and start drilling? 
Where will these animals go if their home is destroyed? It's not 
like they can just get out of the water and find a new homell 

I hope to GOD that this never happens. If there is ever a 
leak, it could destroy the Everglades and destroy homes for 
thousands and thousands and thousands of wonderful, beautiful and 
precious creatures. I hope that Mr. Robert Abbey of the Bureau of 
Land Management will make the right deciaion and say no to this terrible plan of Shell's. 

First there was the Valdez accident by Exxon, and we all saw 
what happened when Exxon fucked up. Do we have to sit around and 
wait for every oil and gasoline company to have a major catastrophe 
that affects our most precious wildlifo before someone powerful 
enough to say we must stop this does something? Even though there 
were hundreds of people at this meeting at the convention center, 
is it really going to do any good or was it just a waste of 
everyone's time to go, because the people in charge of everything 
are just going to go ahead and drill anyway? 

I HOPE TO GOD WITH EVERY OUNCE IN MY BODY THAT THIS NEVER EVER 
HAPPENS. AND IF IT DOES, YOU AND EVERY OT!lER SINGLE PERSON WHO WAS 
INVOLVED IN THIS TERRIBLE EVENT, WILL HAVE TO LIVE WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU SCREWED UP BIG TIME IF THERE IS EVER A LEAK. 

~ LOVER IN FLORIDA 

Turt(e 
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I am very very disappointed in Shell and in the Indians. I 
know they are doing this so they can make money to improve their 
way of life, via education and health care, but what about the 
animals? Don't they have a say in this matter? What will happen 
to them if there is a leak? Do we the people of South Florida not 
care enough about these innocent creatures to just step aside and 
let Shell come in here and start drilling? Where will these 
animals go if their home is destroyed? It's not like they can just 
get out of the water and find a new home? 

I hope to GOD that this never happens. If there is ever a 
leak, it could destroy the Everglades and destroy homes for 
thousands and thousands and thousands of wonderful, beautiful and 
precious creatures. I hope that Mr. Robert Abbey of the Bureau of 
Land Management will make the right decision and say no to this 
terrible plan of Shell's. 

First there was the Valdez accident by Exxon, and we all saw 
what happened when Exxon fucked up. Do we have to sit around and 
wait for every oil and gasoline company to have a major catastrophe 
that affects our most precious wildlife before someone powerful 
enough to say we must stop this does something? Even though there 
were hundreds of people at this meeting at the convention center, 
is it really going to do any good or was it just a waste of 
everyone's time to go, because the people in charge of everything 
are just going to go ahead and drill anyway? 

I HOPE TO GOD WITH EVERY OUNCE IN MY BODY THAT THIS NEVER EVER 
HAPPENS. AND IF IT DOES, YOU AND EVERY OTHER SINGLE PERSON WHO WAS 
INVOLVED IN THIS TERRIBLE EVENT, WILL HAVE TO LIVE WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE THAT YOU SCREWED UP BIG TIME IF THERE IS EVER A LEAK. 

A WI~VER IN FLORIDA 

Lisa "iurtle" 

Turtle hao been my nickname for the past three years. 
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Annette Ungennan 
1201 S. Hillcrest Coun, #312 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarvood Dr,, #404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

2828 NE 30th St, 
Lighthouse Point, FL 33064 

May 14, 1993 

This letter is being written as a plea to "Save 
the Evergledes, 11 

Therefore, I am requesting that you not allow oil 
to be drilled in the area, Although I feel that 
a balance needs to be struck between commercial 
and environmental issues, I think.that the harm 
which would be done by drilling in the Everglades 
would far surpass any good. 

I trust that this matter ia being considered very 
carefully and that you will decide that what remains 
of the Everglades should not be destroyed, 

Very truly yours, 

c_-7,j/ . •' / 
41¥-' J:~< 
Magg{~ Vail 

fii1 ij @ ~ o w [T\1 In~.- ·· .. ; 

I
JHI MAY I 1199". i~; 

·-· . ..I 
BUREAU .9.F U,11r. .;; 11T 

J~CKSW o,rc.!!.--·'-
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DON'T LET SHELL OIL DR I LL I ..... . 

April 19, 1993 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Gentlemen: 

Native Americans have a saying that they are tM "caretakers" of Mother Earth and ,their 
philosophy Is that it is mankind's responsibility to take care of the earth and her creatures 
for the next seven (7) generations. 

It should be the Land Management's responsibility to protect the Everglades for 
generations yet unborn. If the Everglades was a patient, doctors would say it is already in 
critical condition. There is a delicate balance in the environment of the Everglades and 
MAN'S callousness, Ignorance, greed and abuse are guaranteed to tip the scales. WHAT 
WILL SHELL OIL DO WHEN THEY ARE SITTING ON TOP OF A DEAD 
PLANET? 

Men come and go, Mother Nature survives, Leave the Everglades alone, Mother Nature 
knows what she's doing. 

~a~ 
!Cathleen Valentine 
333 Sunset Dr., Apt 305 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suit 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may ccncerna 

Christian Van Oen Heuvel 
1617 Northeast 4th Place 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
(305) 760-7553 

I am 31 years of age, and have lived in South Florida for 28 years. 
During this time there has been massive ewploitation of our very 
sensitive Ecosystem. Developers have drained the wet lands where 
many endangered species breed, sugar mills have polluted Lake 
Okachobee to a point were there lies a danger in eating any fish 
caught from its waters. Sewage treatment plants keep dumping raw 
sewage into our lntercoastal waterways, so often that there lies 
a danger in Just swimming in the wat~r. Mercury levels are above 
safe levels in almost all inland lakes (I don·t know were this 
comes from>. Oil and gas spills occur in Port Everglade at least 
once or twice a year. Commercial ,fishermen take so many fish from 
our waters I've given up the sport. 

Now we plan on allowing Shell Oil to drill in the Everglades. If 
we have a spill in the aquifer there goes the Everglades and our 
drinking water. Who is making these decisions? I didn·t vote on 
this! When are we going to put life in front of MONEY? WERE 00 WE DRAW THE LINE? 

I am shocked that I have to write to Jackson Mississippi about this 
problem. You don·t live here. You don·t see the destruction. 

I am Highly opposed to ANY drilling in the Everglades. 

With Great Concern, 

~djl~,d~ 
Christian~ Den Heuvel, Jr. 
Mechanical Engineer 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411,Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 

I .. L-.-----l • .. BU,f.~~~~ L,:~;;:;:.~~r~~}JNT 

Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. r urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades •.• before it is too late 
tor our wildlite, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation ot the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

&vL r VAN L'hred 
S4Zo Al W J'c( m 7$~ 

. G.e-11-c.. Stl!II\IG"S., Ft.. s~c,6 7 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau or Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Miss. ~9206 

To whom it may concern: 

4•;{ .;°; 
~ .. ~~~....... . 

(~--~~ 
'··0_.,_~~ 

.·.:·11 \l~ .. 

It has come to my attention that Sheil would liko to start 

oil drilling in the Everglades, and that this issue must be 

voted on. I urge you to vote against the oil drilling. Not 

just for ~he preservation of the Everglades, but for the 

water that it supplies South Florida. 

I live in Unincorrporated Fort Lauderdale. This ~sonly 10 

miles west from the future drilling sit~. I also do not have 

city water, I have woll water. This water comes from a water 

supply under the ground. My fear with the drilling is that 

it will contaminate my water supply. 

As a concerned citizen, I ask of you, please when it comes 

time to vote; vote against the drilling. If not just for the 

bueaty of the Everglades, for the people that benefits from 

hor water supply. 

Respectfully yours, 
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Let Shell drill in Hell 
Vo~ 

ml '!anthc~. wood l\lorlal, Evcrj!lndcs kite.~. 

AD111ANAUMEN 
Everglades minks and, 1n the :,ihcll tiludy":-
own lncrlmlnntlns: wcmb,, ·nther 

Talk about oulraj!cous. wnlerrnur (sic). 

With all the predlcUons about how SheU's tenacity would make )"OU think ii \ 
much it's going to cost us Lo clean up tho expects Lo ftnd a pool or oil the s,ze or 

Everglades and the wa!er wars that could Prince William Sound, but even the 

divide South tiorlda, Shell Oil Company expert., doubt there's 

sUII wants lo dilll ln the middle or the much Lo be round. There's 

Everglades. nol much oil In t1orlda, Whal you can do 

n,e very Idea or poking more holes In and the nil that's here Is Unless something 

the already alllnll system and Increasing of sueh poor quality u,at changes, the U.S. 

risks Lo wlldllCe and water supplies is irs hardly wonh refinln..::. Department of the Interior 

nothinll short of arroi:anL C:nnld IL he won.h losmJ,f is expected to approve 

So is Shell's aUempl lo "JJrecmwash" the lhe Ever,:ladcs"! Shell's plans soon. 

plan by prescnUn111111 Environmental Shell adnnts thal, IC fl 
Besides cutting up your 

Impact Slalemenl lhaL uses ould.'llcd dnds oil, It's likely to seek 
Shell card and l>Oycottlng 

ma(IS and ln£onna11on. II only skltnS the more drlllln,:. IL nlso 
lhe stations, here's some 

lolks you can write. Or 
surface or Issues suclt as the effects on tulmlls that spills arc just mail them this 

groundwater and Mure restoration plans. Inevitable. colurM. 

The proposed drill site is al the edge of Exxon and other Orms 

Ute Dig Cypr ... NaUonal Prcsetve drilling nearby have been Bruce 8"bbHt 

(localed by u,e Collier/llroward line, north unahlc lo prevent spills. Sectetaiy or the lntertar 

or Alligator Alley) and the world· Ahnu.st I o:J,000 gallons or 1849 C Sttee~ 1W 

renowned sawg~ nlan'h, a conservallon crude oil and 120,000 WashingtDn, D.C. 20240 

area Iha! keeps Broward and Dade · gallons or plant-killing 
(202) 208-7150 

counUcs from n1nnlng oul or waler. brine already have been Carol Btowtlll' 
Stale rules prohibit direct drllilng In the •t>lllcd In the Evcr11lades U.S. EnwonmentJ,I 

consetvallon area, so Shell came up with area. Unchecked, one Protection ~nc-, 
a way around IL- by drilling al an angle. gaUon or petroleum can 401MSt1eet.~ 

The drilling rig would be outside the t-ontatnlnale one million WashingtDn, D.C. 20460 

conservation area, on land owned by the · gal!ons or drinking waler • (202) 260-4700 

Mlccosukec Indians (read: federal land). That's why about 300 
Robert V. Abbey 

The end or the drill would be 4,700 £eel S0ul11 t1orldians, and even 

cast - smack dab In l11e consetvatlon area, somt' touri:tls. c·rammcu a Dislrict manager of the 

at I 8,850 reel down •• recent public hearinJI In 
Bureau or Land Management 

Slick •• Broward County Lo talk 
Jackson District Office 

nie dtllllng rig would stand In a caUle wilh Washin):.Lon 
411 Brialwood OriYe, 

Soito 404 
pasture within 200 reel of a canal and bureaucrala on the Issue. Jackson, MS 22203 

only I ,000 reel Crom a pumping station "Tell Shell lo drill In 

Iha! runnels waler Into the Everglades llell!· yelled some folb. 

water catchmenl areas. Imagine what a Others are cuWng up their Shell credit 

hunicano could do with that setup. cards and taking their business elsewhere. 

The area is also home Lo Florida Nol n bad Iden. 
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Dear District Manager: 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expen~~ 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every~· 

thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

Thank you for your ti 

'7ulva{ ~1 

M•ll!AGL w~ 
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Ms. Diana D. Ward, 
2401 - 41st Street 
St. Petersburg, FL 
May 31, 1993 

R, N. 
North 

33713 

. , 

Mr. Robert v. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

iio~tt~-lfit 
ffq]1 --: 
fo JJN-31m3 . 
. ..·.I~ii~o"ii=n:-!.. Dear Mr. Abbey: • l:f"'L'f'!\l'Uf!ft~:.!•~ 

I understand that from now until November you will be 
deciding whether or not to issue Shell Oil a permit to 
drill an exploratory well in the Florida everglades. 
Even though the area i.s not vi thin Everglades National 
Park, it is still in the "historic" ever~lades. 

Please deny the permit. 

I 
Respectfully, 

$/8/)t:v Q.l</t1rd 
Diana D, Ward 
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Jackson District Office, 
Bureau of Land Management, 
411 Briarwood Drive, 
Suite 404, 
Jackson, MS 39206 

May 16, 1993 

Re: Oil Drilling in the Florida Everglades 

Gentlemen: 

It is our decided opinion th~t NO SUCH activity take 
place - now or in the fores~eable future! 

Trusting you understand Jusc what it is we intend to 
convey, we remain, 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Donald E, Walls · 

~ t«d y.... If) . tUa. a.i4J 
Emily B{ Wells 
4052 S, W, 3rd, St., 
Plantation, FL 33317 

Copies to: 
United States Legislators 
Senator Connie Mack 
Senator Bob Graham 
Representative Peter Deutsch 

Florida Governor 6 Cabinet 
Lawton Chiles, Governor 
Jim Smith, Secretary of State 
Tom Gallagher, Treasurer 
Bob Crawford, Commissioner of Agriculture 
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April 16, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We are writing to protest t~e plans of Shell Oil 
Company to drill for oil in the Flor~da Everglades. As Shell 
customers, we are outraged that there is even any question of 
drilling in one of Florida's mor.~ important natural resources. 

Florida has taken great pains to ensure that wildlife 
in the Everglades is protected, including some species which are 
endangered. The state has allowed certain acceptable periods for 
the hunting of specific species. Allowing Shell Oil Company to 
drill for oil is the same as giving them carte blanche to hunt 
and eventually destroy all wildlife in the area. 

In the event the plans to drill proceed, we will 
boycott all Shell Company Products. As Floridians, we are 
overrun with the damage caused by Hurricane Andrew, sprawling 
cities, and millions of tourists, let us keep the only natural 
resource we have left, the Everglades. 

Respectfully, 

</J/1.amd Y:J/_u 'KYuO//l ~ 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Waterman 

~
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April 28, 1993 

Dear Mr, Abbey, 

I am concerned about the drilling proposal in the everglades. 

This area is the last ecosystem of it's type in the world. 

The protective measures to be used are not enough and this has 

been proven several times already. The damage to the everglades 

should such a spill occur would be devastating to an already 

fragile system. The report concerning the drilling was inadequate 

and dodged the issues. Shell oil should seek alternative sources 

of energy and instead of raping the environment save it. There 

are patents for environmentally sound devices, but the oil 

companies have bought these patents and shelved them. I, and 

the people I spoke with, will not stand for this. If Shell 

cannot use alternate, environmentally,sound sources of energy 

then I do not see a future for them in our world. 

Sincerely, 

;t.7 -tvU~ 
Troy Webster 
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MAY 2, 1993 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I l\M WRITIN3 TO YOU IN PROTEST RB3ARD1N3 YOUR INl'ENT 
TO AIJJ1'I Tl!E SHELL OIL CO. TO DRILL FOR OIL IN 
OUR EXTREMELY srRESSED, ECO-SENSITIVE, GLORIOUS 
EVERGLADES• IS 'l'llERE NO END TO YOUR MADNESS? 
WHAT G-D llAS WROOOlfl', ONLY YOU Cl\N WRENCH I\SUNDER, 

ld'i Fl\MILY AND I IMPLORE YOU TO REFUSE SUCH AN INSANE, 
ARROGml' PLAN AND AIJJ1'I 'l'llE EVERGLADES TO BE PRESERVED 
FOR US AND OUR CHILDREN AND OUR CHILDREN"$ CHILDREN. 

~;~ 
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ARNIE WELDER 
3026 ALHAMBRA ST. APT. 21 
FT. LAUD., Fl 33304-4331 U.S.A. ~Ii l \,I,, 
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25188 Marion Avenue 
Villa 14 

Punta Gorda, f"lorida 33950 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

We .j,ist heard that Shell Oil has applied for a 
permit to drill for oil in the Florida Everglades. We hope 
that such permission does not come to pass. 

, 
Florida's unique ecosystem has already sustained 

considerable damage through improper agricultural, ranching 
practises, etc., and the Everglades should not be fu.-the.­
damaged by drilling fol" oil, 

We urge yc.._.,. denial of this application. 

Since.-ely, 

r ' '. ,tG..~ Ci,. \,A .. ~, .. tQo..,. 
Paul A. Willey .'-"~ 

17~ d tu.. r.JJ., 
Made S. Willey / 

·ti~· m ~-r{r ::: ii. : · 

l,r{;, ::~;j:: 

.-=:-:-.. -~-.--. -~-

____ .J 
BUR~~!;~ 9-L LI.~~- t;~ -.:-,~~f~HJ: I 

1, .... · . .-:.{JJ .• 1•~A!..-r_n,.c 

.·-. 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the anvJ.ronmantally sensitive 
~argladas, X am adamantly op~usad to Shall Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleUlll there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occu:i:, due either to a natural or 
hUlllan-inducad disaster. X urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natura! beauty of the Everglades. 
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Hay 7, 1993 

Hr. Bob Abbey 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

SUBJECT: Shell 011 Company/Hlccosukee Indian Reservation 
Exploratory Drilling 

Dear Hr. Abbey: 

I contacted your office recently and they informed me the best way 
to be heard on the above matter Is to write you directly. I attended 
the recent public hearing in Ft. Lauderdale and of course heard a very 
organized effort to prevent any type of drilling.In our Everglades. 

I just want to go on record in favor of exploratory drilling since 
I strongly feel 1t 1s important to know where our "domestic" reserves 
are in case they are needed. The environmental impact statement 
prepared independently of both the government and Shell Oil Company 
seems to show very minimal adverse Impact If this drilling were approved 
and the benefits seem to far outweigh the negatives. I would like to go 
one step further and support every effort to market the crude oil if 
found since it will provide jobs in the private sector and income to 
every level of government. It would also reduce our dependance of 
foreign oil, something I feel is critical to do In the years to come. 

Once again, I salute you willingness and desire to "hear• all sides 
of the Issue and as a long time resident of S.E. Florida, I can only 
wish we can get on with the job at hand and see ff there are any 
reserves out there. 

Sincerely yours; 

~c;,_}... ~. l...5L_ 
Hark G. Winder 
2315 N.W. 27th St. 
Lighthouse Point, Florida 
33064 
(305) 943-4827 
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Mrs. Amy M. Windhorst 
5131 N.E. 19th Terrace 

Pompano Beach, FL 33064 

l§ :~ :~§\~\ 
\l~'J 
. BUA(AU o~'t/!~klCI omc JACKSO -

April 15, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Re: Experimental Everglades Oil Drilling By Shell Oil Or Any Other Oil Company 

Dear Sir/Madame: 

One doesn't have to be Magna Cum Laude to und,;rstand that oil drilling and sensitive 
conservation areas po NOT MIX. 

I understand that the oll companies have more money than God and, therefore, wield the 
power to do whatever It Is that they please to amass yet more wealth to control yet more 
polltlclans regardless of the cost of the environment and the creatures so precariously 
balanced on it. 

What ever happened to solar power research? What ever happened to research In the 
areas of electric vehicles? What ever happened to research to Improve mass transit? 
Whatever happened to all of the tax-payer money spent on all of these Import areas? I 
bet I can guess. 

For the record, I am totally opposed to any and all oll drilling In this or any other 
conservation area In addition to any other potential hazardous practices the Bureau of 
Land Management and It's Corporate partners In crime are sure to ~ream up next. As a 
registered voter In Broward County Florida I could not support any candidate condoning 
this or any similar actions. 

cc: Governor Chiles 
Bob Graham 
E. Clay Shaw 
John Rayson 
Sun-Sentinel, XS Magazine 
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Robert V. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

.JI ;,~ •
9
~ i@i 

I understand that from now until November you will be deciding whether or not to Issue 
Shell Oil a permit to drill an exploratory well in the Florida Everglades. Even through 
the area Is not within Everglades National Park, it Is still in the ·historic" Everglades. 
Please deny the permit. 

Very sincerely, 

~w~ 
Alicia Wilt 
17 Weebetook Ln. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 
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llr, Robert Abbey 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Sulte 404 
Jackson, lllss, 39206 

Dear llr. Abbey, 

fo)~~f'. tnJ~jui,: 
BUR[I.U Of LAr,o :.~,.:;:U!:r.°H? 
_ JrtC:!'!:'M r,1s·;i,1::: ;:t:·io.i 

April 15, 1993 

8307 N.W. 80th St. 
Ta11arac, Fl, 33321 

Represenl the wishes of the people of Broward county 
and do not allow Shell Oil Company lj> drill for oil In the 
Everglades. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

iet.r~ 

e: 

~~ 

t ,, 
:·;, 
:,,. 

i:. 
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540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301 Telephone (904) 224-2545 

~ LEAGUEOF 
WOMEN VOTERS 

OFFlDRIDA 
Kay Allen, President 

CALL TO ACTION 

Shell Oil Company has applied for a permit to drill for oil in the 
Everglades. The League of Women Voters of Florida joins many other 
organizations which are environmental advocates to challenge this 
request. 

Please write as individuals (in your own name) to the following to 
indicate you would like this permit application denied: 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey• 
District Manager 
!!ureau of ~nd ~anagcJ:1snt.· .. 
4H Briarwood.Drive Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

The Honorable Peter Deutsch 
House of Representatives 
Washin,;t.:m, D.C. 20S15 

• • ,<J 
*/3...JM-~~·'·" ... 

The Honorable Bruce Babbitt 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

If you want to do more, you may also want 

~· 1

00 
~ © ~ o w (( 
I : 

to write:! J1 APR 3 01003 : 
I .i 

William Clinton 
The President 
The White Bouse 

BUREAU OF lJJID MAHACEJ.:i/11 
Albert Gore l. Jl,CKSON OISTRl':T OFFICE .•• 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C •. 20500 

The Vice-President 
Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Your note can be brief and postcards are fine. You may.want to 
point out that the Everglades is a uniq"e ecosystem - its health 
affects the water supply of millions of people, the climate, wild­
life and the economic system of South Florida. The Everglades 
is in severe distress now and needs restoration. Further risk is 
unwarranted and very poor precedent. Furthermore, thei· 
environmental impact statement funded by Shell Oil relies on 
outdated maps and erroneous conclusion~. 

Please spread the word and call me i! you have questions - J,._.. _... 
Thanks for all your help. ~-~. i 

,.I~~ . (Jll 7· 
Stephanie Pearson \J"1 -~ 
752-2713 · 

•He will make decision, please submit coDmie~y ~-·_""\Ai 
May 18,1993 , . _ . - ~ 

r f,~ A1,.&•,;~Jot,~p.y1.",;110, 
I ,1 Allnntlonb Rood 
Su R11ntl1 Lotts 

Ft. l.oudut!ol~. f1 • .JJ.101 
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IHPAGT STATEMENT 
APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL 

AN EXPLORATORY WELL 

Wt_ULu~:] 
/

,,: · 1 
N,4"( - 6 1993 E ! 

--- J : BUREAU OF U;19 :.:~~Ill .QN....l:HR 
HICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION . - .. !~~£!fil.l ..•. ' 

Written comments on the Draft EnvironmeP~al Statement are being 
accepted until May 18, 1993. Commente on the analysis and the 
preferred alternatives are specifically sought. Please provide 
your name and address. Comments should be sent to: 

District Manager 
Bure·au of Land Management 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MississipPi 39206 

Attention: Robert v. Abbey 

******************************************************************* 
COMMENTS; (o . I r; 
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MENTAL FL088 

IEil ~ 
Let Shell drill in Hell 

m 
ADRIAN AU)IEN 

Tallc about outrageous. 
With all the predictions about how 

much lt'a going to cost us to clean up the 
Everglades and the water wars that could 
divide South 1'1orida, Shell OU Company 
stW wants to drill In the middle or the 
Everglades. 

The very Idea or po Icing more holes In 
the already ailing system and Increasing 
risks to wildll(e and water supplies Is • 
nothing short or arroganL 

So Is Shell's atUmpt lo 'gree~wash· the 
plan by presenting an EnvlroMtental 
bnpact Statement that uses ou!dattd 
map.s and lnfonnatlon. It only slcirns the 
sunace or Issues auch as the effects on 
groundwater and future restora!lon plans. 

The proposed drill site Is at the edge or 
the Big Cypress National Preserve 
Ooca!ed by the CoWer/Broward One, north 
of Alligator Alley) and the world· 
renowned sawgrass marsh, a conservaUon 
area that keep.s Broward and Dade 
counties from running out or water. 

Slate rules prohibit direct drWlng In the 
conservaUon area, so Shtll came up with 
a way around It - by drWlng at an a,,gle. 
The drilllng rig would be outside the 
conser,ation area, on land owned by the 
MJcco.,ukee Indians (read: federal land). 
The end of the drill would be 4,700 feet 
e&!t - arnack dab In the conservaUon area, 
at 18,850 feet down. 

panthers, wood stories, Everglades Jcltes, 
Everglades mlnlcs and, In the Shell study'• 
own lncrimlnatlng words, •other 
waterfoul' (sic). 

Shell's tenacity would make you think It 
• expects to llnd a pool or oll the sl2e or 
Prince Wlillam Sound, but even the 
experts doubt !hue's 

::c!!"ch ~:':.to~:·· . ·-.-.~·;. ca ilo"° . 
and the oll that's here Is ·' JJl)less ~!Nng :;..;, ~ 
o! such poor quality that ~' ~ ofu:e ~;-. 
ltshardlyworthreftnlng. ~ to . ,_ 

Could It be worth losing • . ~--8l>PIO'>'!! .. the Everglades? · .. ,,.,...,_a ,--IOOR;<',,,. 
Shelladmltsthat,lflt ~~llP>OUF<"{ 

finds oll, It's lllcely to seek • ·. thll"~-~: 
more drilllng. It also . follcsyau·can Y«fie:or •· 
admits that spllls are ' <-)'.,st mall thorn this • ·· 

Int,.,.~!~ other Orm., l : ;·~,}!~~ ,, -~.1.fr· 
drWlng nearby have been . .._ lalWlt ·: :1..- • 
unable to prevent spllls. :8'cntmyot lho ~. , 
Almost 163,000gallonsof : "1849CSnet,MV 
crude oll and 120 000 ·, ~· D.C. 20240 
gallons or plsnt-ldlllng :· .::"\-~1208:7150 · .. 
brine already tfave been :.'. ."f.!jf~T~i;i...;,. 
spWedlntheEve,glades .};_,·. ":'U.s.;~¥-~'~:· 
area. Unchecked, one ;, .. ,V.-.1l'nllllclbt~· ,.,;,"1.!. 
gallon or petroleum can • •• ~--~~% Msw.t. &II·.:~'.".' 

. contamlnaleonemllllon '.'.~D.C.20460 
gallons or drlnldnji water. .._'" .;_ (20?)··~790.: ,i;:;• . , 

That'swhyabout300 ., ,:..~:~y/. , j~~, 
SouthHorldlans,andeven :. J;_~'ii.ttdirnt,,,~::.-, 
some tourists, crunmed a . -- lkniil'ciHind~ ·: 
recent public hearing In - . ;: JacksaiClsli& omc."t ·: 

i 

I 
:I 

Sllclc. ,; 
The drWlng rig would atand In a cattle 

·r pasture within 200 feet or a canal and 

Broward County lo lallc ,, f; · 411· Bdllwaocl°Drt(e;:: ·, • 
with Washington ,.;-'i:./.'. :- si.ila404 ·.·,.~~; •. , 

\ only 1,000 feet from a pumping Slallon 
bureaucrats on the ls.sue. \:.·~~~ MS22203'":.\' • 

'Tell Shell to drill In ,:,\{:~ffi:·,.. ~ ;"' •U I 
Hell!" ytlled some Colla!. 
Others are cutting up their Shell credit 
cards and taking their business elsewhere. 

Not a bad Idea,.:·· . I 
that funnels water Into the Everglades 
water catclunenl areas. Imagine what a 
hunlcane could do with that setup. 

The area Is also home to Florida .-.:.-----.------------'Jjj-~--0~ I. uJ~ ~ ~ 
.;t/io ~-Pittt #1 ~ ~ 
~/JW~ ~nw_~-.::··1 

\ ~~
900_?·' 

............. nc I IM:} IJAN:J:FIJ.•Nl 
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120 s.w. 96th Terrace, #203 
Plantation, Florida 33324 
,,·une 22, 1993 

Robert Abbey 
District Manager wL~~:/~ tt@ ~-~J. Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr, Abbeys 

JA(K~/1 Dl~IRltI orr,c_r 

We are writing this letter to protest the Shell Oil Company 
proposal to drill in the Everglades. The well they are 
proposing would be located immediately vest ot the L-28 
canal and water Conservation Area 3A (WCA-3A), We are aware 
that the plan contains several measures designed to protect 
the environment, and the environmental impact statement 
(EIS) concludes there will be no significant environmental 
impacts, However, the EIS was prepared by an engineering 
firm hired by Shell Oil, Even though ~ribe biologist, Gene 
Duncan, points out that dozens ot velLs have already been 
punched in the Everglades, including wells in the Big 
Cypress National Preserve, we teal that the same mistakes 
don't need to be made in the future by punching more wells 
in the Everglades. we· urge your ager.cy to oppose oil 
drilling in the Everglades. Thank you tor your attention. 

-~z~~-
fl__ _____ )-piw /Uc 

,~da Zebel~~-~h.D. 
James Kolze 

P,S. This letter is in refere,,ce to the Draft Environment 
Impact statement tor Miccosukee 3-1 ve11. 
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Dear District Manager: 
r ~~~r.J! !l!S7:!l!:i '::·::r,c: _ ••• 

I am a concerned South Florida resident asking you to please 

stop Shell Oil Co. from exploratory drilling in the eastern Ever­

glades. 

May I remind you that this is a CONSERVATION area, where our 

fragile environment is supposed to be PROTECTED, not threatened 

by a company whose only purpose is to make a profit at the expense 

of our main source of fresh water. 

I am vehemently opposed to this drilling, and will do every­

' thing in my power to see that it is stopped. 

ThF·;;~. 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 

Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shall Oil•s Plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination Will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. r urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our Wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

) 

(i) 

-4~« 7q v 9@,,.-e/ C7//J7c./ 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206. 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, ram adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. r urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

01A-' .... ~~~ 

·.;, i -: 
···--·--~ . 

'.; u,;1.~;,,. .: .... :.. .... 3 

~ 
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Jackson District ottice 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shall Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there, No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not evcintually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades •• , before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very Concerned, 

c;11? "/ ) .J 
'/_J,4/.,A./ 

: ·-
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
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Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shall Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there, No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination Will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades. , , before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

' 
Very concerned, 

-1 u~ 
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Jackson District Office 
Bureau ot Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

As a south Floridian who values the environmentally sansitiva 
Everglades, I am adamantly opposed to Shall Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there, No number of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. I urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservation of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very 

:I conc~nod, I 

c; 
....... 40• 

.. ------. 
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HERITAGE REMEDIATION/ENGINEERING, INC. (!iw · 
[i) fun u ~· illl1a~ 

,··.;!_::::··: 
I.. 

P.O. Box 51020 
lrdanlpolla, IN 46251 
Phone:317/243-7475 
FAX: 317/243-2048 

Mr, Robert V. Abbey 
Dbtriet Manager 
Bureau o( Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
1~cboa, MS 39206 

Dear Mr; Abbey: 

Re: 

August 9, 1!193 

BUR.AU OF WlD MAHACEr.:EHT 
JAC1<SON OISJnlCL()_FFIC_( 

Dran E11Ylro11m111lal Impact Statement (DEIS) 
Mlccosukee J.1 Well · 

· Heritage Remed!atloll/l?nglnecrlng, Inc. (URIE) has prepared tho following comments regarding tho Dr.Ct 
Environmental Impact Slalemenl (DEIS) (or Ibo Shell w .. ient B&P Inc. (SWEPI) Miccosukeo 3.1 
exploraloiy well In Broward County, Florida, dated March 8th, 1993, 

URIE Is an environmental consulting and remediation firm wllh bcadquarlcra In lndianapolil, lncllana. IIR/E 
has experience with lnvcsligallon o( numerous typ .. oC environmental projects. Spcclfically, I IR/E recently 
conducted lnv .. tlgallons and reviewed procedures oil producllon activities In aoulh Florida Including tho Dig 
C)prcss Nallonal Preserve. 

HRJB'1 comments 1pecifically address tho prolcctioa of ground and surface walera u dcscn'bcd In the DEIS, 
In genera~ HR/E believes I hat the level o( effort undertaken to protect 1urfaco and ground waters, If properly 
comlrucled and implemented, arc adequate for the Intended purpose. Tho engineering controls, Including 
diking, lined drill rig containment area with construction quality assurance (CQA) Cor liners, and surface and 
ground water monitoring 1hould emuro safe and effective controls during drilling activities. The waler supply 
wells drilled should be constructed to guard agalml croswonnccllon o( subsurface formations and appropriate 
collllderallon should be given to emuro that tho wellhead areas arc scaled and prolccled Crom lhcso wells 
polenl!ally becoming a conduit Cor downward migration Into 1ubsurfacc Cormaliom, All monitoring or waler 
supply wells should be grouted upon completion o( tho Intended use. 

Tho permit approval process Crom south Florida regulatoiy agencies (or oil and gu operations and full 
compliance with tho recently revised Florida Department oC Environmental Prolccllon (formerly tho 
FDERJFDNR) rules (Chaplen 16C through 30) £or oil and gas operallom should ho strictly followed. 
Compllanco with Florida oil and gas rulca provides Curlher assurance (or protection o( surface and ground 
waler resources. 

HR/E believes that Ibo DEIS rctlects consideration of stale o( tho art practices Cor oil well drilling In south 
Florida. I( properly lmplemcoled, the acllvllies associated with lho drilling oCtho Mlccosukee3-1 exploraloiy 
well could be expected lo havo minimal Impacts on surface and ground waters. 

IC you should have any qucatlons regarding HR/E'1 conlDICDls, plcaso contact mo at (317) 243-747S, IIR/ll 
appreciates tho opportunity to provide comments on tho DEIS. 

Sincerely, 

,;1.;········ 
. JIE~RITAGOE~R~EDJATIO~Gl~lt.JNG, :~c. 

.. . . . . . . : . . . 

Do A. pell, Cl'G 
Sen rojcct Geologist 

·'··'!' 
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MR ROBERT ABBEY 
DISTRICT MANAGER 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
411 BRIARWOOD DR 
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JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39206 
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DEAR MR ;ABBEY," MY THANX FOR GOOD'WORK 'ti!R DOING!!! 
MY ENTIRE FAMILY & RELIGIOUS VACATIONS, INC.,ARE 

~ MUCH OPPOSED TO ANY OIL DRILLING IN THE 

FLORIDA EVERGLADES. 

WE ARE ALL REGISTERED VOTERS & WE VOTE,& WRITE 
GOVERNORS, PRESIDENTS, SENATORS, ETC. 

SINCERELY & BEST WISHES. 
6-21-93 

H\J~ 1:1..JjQf.£!:!~t,/.._ fE.ll!Q ENT 
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BURl~~~:-.:-:_:iJ'.~.J I 
_ Ji::~~~·::' .. ·J:~"·· :: :: ;·!:.t • I 

Dear f\'lr. (-\ bbecy: 
I am writing to express my deep concern and abhorrence to 
poss! ble drilling in search of oil in our l!'verglades. 

!'strongly recommend reviewing Shell Oil's motive, promises 
and the consequence of an exploratory well being so near the 
Biscayne Aquifer. (Please review the problems and deficiency 
of Big Cypress Swamp.) 

The ancient marshland ls a key link in our water supply, 
moderates our climate and attractn one million-plus tourists 
to our area. It has been decreerl a place of safety for 
wil~life and a zone of our planrt where life naturally occurs -
set apart from development. Such an area ls vital and !lil 
an appropriate place for industrial activity, 

Rest assured I will do all I car, to st::ip any drilling and will 
encourage all Floridians and Americans to speak out - write out 
and vote out against this! 

Sincerely, 

B-4 

Shell Oil Company 

FlodcfaOialrlcl 

@ 
Hl!sbcn, CenlM 
800W,Hlltbo<oBIYd, 
Sulto250 

8 

May 17, 1993 
--··. ·• Deel1l~Beachfl3344I 

m \:~:~-® 
Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Hfssfssippf 39206 

Dear Hr. Abbey: 

L~ 
I am the District Manager for the Retail Operations of Shell Oil Company 
In Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Cr.unties. The proposed exploratory well 
to test potential hydrocarbon b~arfng formations does not affect me or 
my duties directly, but the progress of the Exploration and Production 
(E&P} side of the company affects every single employee of Shell Oil, 
Shell stockholders, and our customers at the pump • 

As a resident of South Florida and a Manager with Shell Oil Company, 
have never found a conflict of Interest with regard to my respons­
ibilities to the environment and the manner fn which Shell Is sensitive 
and responsive to environmental regulation, concerns and issues. 

I have read the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and the conclusion 
Indicated that no significant Impacts were anticipated in any of the 
areas Identified during scoping. 

The DEIS also addressed the No Action Alternative and found that the 
results of no action would be potentially negative for the Hfccosukee 
Indians who would not realize potential revenue from the development of 
the oil and gas lease and local Jobs would not be generated. 

I have seen South Florida devastated by the affects of Hurricane Andrew, 
and for six weeks following the storm most of my work time and the time 
of my retail staff was spent organizing and participating In co11111unity 
service at a relief tent that Shell set up in Homestead. Now more than 
ever, South Florida needs to explore and expand its revenue opportun­ities. 

The DEIS suggests that thfs revenue oppoi·tunfty presents only slight 
Impacts to the environment and ft chara~terlzes them as insignificant 
due to the short-term nature and/or t~~fr low magnitude of disturbance 
to the human or natural environment • 



Hr. Robert V. Abbey 
Bureau of Land Management 
Hay 17, 1993 
Page 2 
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I am writing to support the findings of the DEIS and encourage you to 
look favorably upon a plan that would be good for the economy of South 
Florida and would not pose a harm for our Everglades and Big Cypress 
Swamp environments. 

Bruce Babbit 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior 

.. 1849CSt.N.W. 
MS6218 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

0-1 

Dear Secretary Babbitt, 

Patricia l\feacha111 
12227 N.W. 31st Street 

Sunrise, Fla. 33323 
4n.6!93. 

..-:~--;~· o;~ . 

~~\ \\ i.~JJ ... ·· 
\ t1\f __ . 
\~~\. ~ \ i \~~---··'' 

\ ~{:f!-{t?···:;·;:t 

I am from Arizona. and so was delighted when you 
became Secretary of the Interior. I know that you are a carlng­
person with a genuine concern for the environment. That is 
why I am writing you about Shell oil drilling~ the Everglades. 
As you know, the Everglades is a unique treasure and must be 
saved. Of course unless action is1aken now, it will no doubt 
be too late to save the Everglades as well as the other parts of 
the system like Florida Bay, Lake Okeechobee and so forth. 
as Conservation Chair for Broward Audubon, I am asking you 
to please stop Shell. The Iast thing the Everglades needs is 
more stress on its already over stressed system. 

Thankyou, 
l\:t;-u~~- iG~ 

Patricia Meacham 
Conservation Chair Broward Audubon 

---------=- ---=--=--=---~ -=-=-- ------=-------=-=c------:-----~-- ~~-

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Management 

·411 Briarwood Drive 
sufte 404 

B-6 

Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

To whom it may concern: 

/
--·-··-····· ... ., r
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. • J'.,'.'::;~,::i: iJJ:ilMi:i 1.•rH1:£ ... • 

As a south Floridian who. values the environmentally sensitive 
Everglades, X am adamantly opposed to Shell Oil's plans to drill 
for petroleum there. No nwnber of precautions can assure that 
contamination will not eventually occur, due either to a natural or 
human-induced disaster. X urge you to make all efforts to thwart 
Shell's plans to exploit the Everglades ••• before it is too late 
for our wildlife, our economy, our water supply, and the 
preservat~on of the unique and natural beauty of the Everglades. 

Very concer.ned, 

~~ 
.£,..., Offt•• 

(.>' _ _-.=:<: 
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Bureau jf Land Management 
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• CLEAN WATER ACTION 

May 18, 1993 

Robert v. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

[n), 11 @ Q O W rt 

rn: MAY 2 41993 \ . 
I 

r 'iih,U ')f • »lb-MP'4t:• " 
• '1 ....... p .. 

Clean Water Action, an environmental advocacy group with over 
50,000 members in south Florida, is submitting, in the form of 
this letter, written comments on the Bureau of Land Management's 
(BLM) Draft Environmental Impact statement (DEIS) -- regarding 
Shell Oil's proposal to drill for oil in the Everglades. As you 
are aware, Clean Water Action submitted verbal comments on the 
DEIS at your April 14, 1993 public meeting. 

We have a number of concerns both about the proposal and the DEIS itself. 

First, regarding the proposal, let me summarize our concerns with 
this single statement: it is Clean Water Action's position that 
the Everglades -- home to America's most endangered national park 
-- is the last place in the world where we should be prospecting for oil. 

Regarding Clean Water Action's s~ecific concerns about the DEIS, 
our objections follow: 

• The information contained in che DEIS is incomplete, outdated 
and in many instances inaccurate. The DEIS needs to be 
redrafted to correct these er.ors and a new hearing and review 
process needs to be conducted on the revised DEIS. 

~ 
• Cumulative impacts on the ecosystem, potential impacts on 

public water supplies, the impact on state land use programs 
and, most importantly, complications regarding as-yet-to-be­
drafted Everglades Restoration Plans, need to be considered in 
their entirety in the revised DEIS. ~, · The BLM's treatment of alternatives in the DEIS was grossly 
inadequate and in our opinion defies the spirit of the National 
Environmental Policy Act -- a law designed to guarantee 
that the public interest is protected in matters such as the 
one before you. The three alternative~ listed in the DEIS were 
little more than three configurations of the same alternative 
and the no-action alternative was not adequately explored. 

1320 S0u1h Dixie Highway, Suilc 1140, Miami, FL 33146 • (3051661-6992 • FAX (305) 661-7645 
P.O. llox 137, BiR Pine Key, FL 330H • 13051 872-3725 
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Indeed, the no-action alternative was all but ignored in the 
DEIS. We expect a revised DEIS to include a thorough analysis 
of real alternatives, including a complete analysis of the no­
action alternative. The analysis of alternatives should 
identify what, specifically, the public interest is in the 
proposal and how that interest may be harmed or served by the 
project. 

• Finally, we respectfully request that the final decision to 
approve or deny this project be made at the highest levels of 
government -- by the Secretary of Interior, Bruce Babbitt. We 
feel that in light of Mr. Babbitt's public pronouncements 
signaling his commitment to protecting the Everglades, he 
himself must make the final decision on this project, as it has 
the potential to severely undermine his Everglades protection 
initiatives. 

We would appreciate a response to this letter within thirty days. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

sincerely, 
-7 I 

/c,1.•1.- 't<:/....;.<.-:z. 
Tom Weis 
Florida Program Director 

I 
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Dear Shell, 

1'IY name fs Jeannie Barel 

0-6 

(o) m @ ~ o w tr{ ,If MAY 2 41"3 Jff 

·/ 

4/22/93 

; ~UR EAU or LANO l,IANAGEMF. 

and I'm 13''Yrs:1 'o'icC 'if"iive in Fort Lauderdale 

Florida, I go to a school called The David Posnack Hebrew Day School. I'm 

on the recycling board in my class. I'm the Vice-Chairperson. I'm very 

into the :.Earth&ace(,cycling, and(E9ture. I think that your compan; is making 

a big, huge, gigantic, enormous mistake by going to dig in the Everglades 

for ofl. There are so many helpless animals that will die because of Shell. 

There• are ,many,all ig~tors; crocodiles, ~1rds, fish, and other little creatures 

~< 

that live there. I think that ff ShRll can not find anot r urce of c, 

~ bv:'.)1MSSE' oil you should~shut down yourcompany or combi e buisnesses.,.with · - =----
another gas company. There are plenty of oil companies such as Amoco, 

Mobil, Exon, Hess, or BP, If you were a little animal you wouldn't want 

people commfng and digging up your home!! I'm only in seventh grade and 

I understand that you don't go around destroying things just to make money. 

I promf se that if She 11 goes through with thf s f dea r wf 11 never buy gas f !Om 
co"' 11'!-I I s 

any of their stations. I'm very upset with your ompanfe~ ecision, especially 

with the same name Shell. I mean, Shells are on the beach and you will 

be destroying all the same animals that live on the beach plus shells, so 

you will be destroying your own name. You and your company will be destroying 

a beautifu1 p1uce, and believe me I've been there to see ft for . .., 
11\YSelf ..... Have Youl!!,lffd ~ 

Sincerely 
A Conserned 7!!!, Grader 

~~LL 
Jeannie Bare! 
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- . ;~~-:, DEIS does not deal . ~d;quat:el;. w-it:h., t}j~-: impacts ~n publi~ , . ' 
. water supp.lies. ·. A complete Sole Source );'eview 6.f this project 

· .should be· completed by the u. s.· Environmental _Protection Agency ·27 
(EPA) and the .final coininent period·extended to-allow-review of the 
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521 sou:t:h ·Ail_drews · Avenue, 
Ft, L.a1,2derd,ale, 'FL· 33301 · 
Ma~ _l~, 1993 . 

" . -Robert · V. Abbey 
. ·District --Ma11ager .: . .-.,_ ·-. 

:Bureaif.- of. I,and 'Management·. 
Jackso.n . District Office · 

Suite~ 

411 · Brlarwood Drive, suite· 404 · 
Jackson,· J,fiss.iss~ppl .. · 39206 

·• . ·.·:. 

near' _sir: ,, 

xxlfffl1i~ 
(305) 779-7283 

--·The Environmental· _Coalition of Broward County .(ECBC) has.reviewed. 
the·Draft Environmental Impact statement fortqe proposal by- Shell 
Western- E&P'·Inc. to: drill ·ari exploratory -well on the Miccosukee 

· ·Indian Re.servation · located · iii Broward · county Fl~rida. We have 
found a _number of flaws and· inadequacies that.should be addressed 
.and included in-a-supplement to·the-DEIS·before a final EIS can be 
prepared: · · · 

· 1· -· _ The:_ DEIS fail~ .. to conldder. the . effects·- of the _ Everglades 
. · , Restoration Plan ·whose.-;implementat:lon will· significan·t1y a_ lter the 

2 hydrology_ of _the Kissimmee-Okeechobee-Everglades System where the 
. · c;lrill ·slte ii! located. Inipacts on water resources and wetlands,· in 
- , particular, should be. considEired in the context of the Everglades 

Restorat-ion Plan. · · · . · . . . . .. ·. . . 

·, ,.;·_Tre~tment: of the "No Ac::tion" aiternati've is .. incomplete. A ful.i·. 8 analysis of this alternative is necessary in order t.o fairly, weigh 
. ' .. its impact·as·compared to.t~e-other· alternatiyes, . 

·. -.,1· : - Mu~~ ·_of t~¢ lnforni~tl~~ ~sed in the DEIS is ~~~m ~utda~ed ~o~rc~~ 
· -or was .obtained using·outdated· tec~niques. Recent data from local. 1~6 a_nd regi,onal· ·agencies 'is in :9qilf.lict with DEIS- dat~ relating_ to the· 

structu:i;-e.and ·locatl~n of-regional ·aquifers, surface- hydrology and 
. . the : range' .of . liabttats of endangered speci_es. Both· . the·· south 1a s1 · Florida Water Managem_ent Distr.i.ct and the Broward County Department 

' of Natura.1 · Res_ource·s Protection have made _specific comments 
.c::oncerri.ing t:!1e.inadequaciy of.the supporting dat:a in the DEIS, . . .... ; .. 
- ·The.DEIS -iavalua·t~s the ·probability of. the ocqurrence -of brine 

61 .. spills,. oil 'spills _and natural- d1sasters but fails to address the~~ 
pi;-obable consequences of such events for natural flora _and ·fauna. ~ 

. An evaluation n<>t only of _the "prob~bility. but of the consequences . 

. . : . . ~ : : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ' . . · .... 

n u .... s-..... iftl\llt lf .... ., ........... ., .... "-·-~·-r••·· 
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Mr, Robert V. Abbey 
Bureeu of Land Manegement 
411 Briarwood Orivo 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Oe,,r Mr Abbey: 
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euifEAII o""F Wl,.,.,.O_,~,"'AH~AG~[l-:.tk, 
JACKSON OISIRICT Off!fL__j 

16 Moy H:93 

This Council hus considorud the, matter 
driliing in tho Everglades of Florida. o-F tho proposod Sh&ll Oil Co. 

It is the opinion of this council that 
oil related activitins in the South of 
have boen met: 

therP. should bo no expansion of 
Florid;, until two conditions 

- The Everglades have boon restored to~ honlthy eco-system, 
- Thero is a national critical PrAsident, 

I,./. 
functioninc)f ··· ,. "./ 

{). 
enorgy shortage dnclc1red by thn J 

Since neither of these exist at present, w~ oppose issuanc~ o-F a drilling permit, 

By direction of the Council at it's m~eting o-F 12 Mey, 

Respectfully submitted: 

R.f.~f) 
R.P, Haviland, PE (Rot.) 
Corresponding Secretary 
1035 Gr99n Acres Circle, N. 
Daytona B~ach FL 32119 

•NMENTAI. COUNCIL OF IIOLUSIA ANO FIAGU:R COUNTIES 
!IOI IMYTON,\IIEl,CH~JlllS 

-I 
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Consens11s Position Re; 
Proposed Miccosukee 3-1 Oil Well, Draft EIS, APD 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
Disbict Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

May18, 1993 

The undersigned organizations of South Florida have joined to offer you 
our consensus position concerning the above-referenced proposal to drill for 
oil in the Ever~lades. We, individually, have much detall to add and Intend to 
do so In additional written comments from each of our groups, to be sent to 
you under separate cover. However, for the purpose of emphasizing how 
Important certain issues are to us, we have listed, and do agree on, the 
following points: 

' 
· • The Information In the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) Is 
Incomplete, outdated, and In conflict with local knowledge and testimony 
given at the DEIS hearing. The DEIS must be redrafted to correct errors In 
matters of fact and that a new hearing and review be conducted on the revised 
draft 

• The new draft should Include previously omitted information as It relates to 
cumulative Impacts, public water supplies, Everglades Restoration Plans and 
Problems, and Florida land use programs. Discussion of the Florida Executive 
Order banning commercial development In the Everglades Water 
Conservation Areas and the effects of this project must be Included. 

• The treatment of alternatives In the Draft EIS was completely unsatisfactory 
to us and to the requiremenis and spirit of the National Environmental Policy 
Act. The alternatives listed were In fact the same option In three configurations. 
We expect a new DEIS to Include real alternatives, fully discussed, Including a 
serious discussion of the no-action alternative, alternative energy sources, and 
of alternatives offsite. The discussion of alternatives should Identify what Is, In 
fact, the public Interest In the proposal and how that Interest can be served or 
harmed by the project. 
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Freddy Fisikelll, Everglades Coordinating Council, 22951 SW 190 Ave., Miami, FL33170 

Manley Fuller, President, Florida Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 6870, 
Tallahassee, FL 32311; Ph: 904-656-7113 

1 

Joette Lorion, Energy Advisor, Greenpeace, 7269 SW 54th Ave., Miami, FL 33143; Ph: 305-661-2165 

1

26 
85 

1

25 
.52 

9 

8 
9 

Tom Martin, National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 5608, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310..5608; Ph: 305-790-7918 

,_),,.J 

Nancy Magglacomo, President, League of Women Voters of Florida, 540 
Beverly Ct., Tallahassee, FL 32301; Ph: 904·224-2545 

Tom Weis, Florida Program Director, Clean Water Action, 1320 South Dixie 
Highway, #1140, Miami, FL 33146; Ph: 305-661·6992 

Barbara Powell, Everglades Protection Society, 22951 SW 190 Ave., Miami, FL 33170 

Ann Whitfield, Executive Director, Florida Public Interest Research Group, 420 E. Call St., Tallahassee, FL 32301; Ph: 904-224-5304 ' 

"Atr.Uallons ffsled lor ldenUficaUon purposes only. 
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• The DEIS glossed over how this proposal was affected by federal Executive 
Orders 11990 and 11988. A serious discussion of this Issue must be included if 
any meaning Is to be attached to these safeguards of the public welfare and 
public wetlands. 

· • We join to reissue the request for a complete Sole Source Review of this 
project by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). We would request 
that the final comment period for the DEIS be extended to sixty days after the 
publication of the EPA report on the matter. 

We ask that you reply to this letter within thirty days so that we may have 
an opportunity to respond and pursue whatever actions may be appropriate 
before your decision on the APO Is final. · 

Sincerely, 

Joe Podgor, Executive Director, Friends ci the Everglades, 101 Westward 
Drive, #2, Miami Springs, FL 33166; Ph: 3C5·888-1230 

Roderick Tirrell, °Sierra Club of Broward, .5431 NE 25th Ave., #303, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33308; Ph: 305-m-3865 

Ann Murray, "Broward County Native Plant Society, 608 SW 7th Ave, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33315; Ph: 305-523·0288 

Georgia Reynolds, M.D., 1990 Recipient, Theodore Roosevelt National 
Conservation Award, 360 NW 65 Ave., Plar1tation, FL 33317 

Barbara Zlas, President, "Broward Count:,, Audubon Society, 4030 NE 17th 
Terrace, Oakland Park, FL 33334 

John R, Judy, President, "Enviromnental Coalition of Broward County, 1073 
West Country Club Circle, Pla11tation, FL 33317 

Helen Hirschfeld, 202 SW 63 Ave., Plantation, FL 33317; Ph: 305·791·5740 

Dianne Petitjean, Editor, Environmental Advocate, 521 S. Andrews Ave, #3, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL33301; Ph: 305·351-0362 

Patti Webster, Director, The Real Wetlands Coalition of Florida, 5215 SW 91st 
Terr., Cooper City, FL33328; Ph: 305-779-7283 

Eve L. Savage, Former Broward County C,;immlssloner, 252 SW 61st Ave., 
Plantation, FL 33317 

2 
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Florida PIRG __ _ 
•20 East Call St, Tallahassee, FL 32301 

May 18, 1993 

Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

ill( !~::~100 
au'll~:l\W~?ili'ftr&I"' 

The Florida Public Interest Research Group (Florida PffiG) submits the enclosed 
comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Stat.ement (DEIS) dated March 8, 1993, for 
the prppo~ed Miccosukee 3·1 well In Broward C!lunty, Florida. 

Per telephone conversations with your staff, we are sending these comments postmarked 
May 18, 1993, to meet the published deadline for comments. 

Thank you for your attention to these issues and concerns. Please advise us as to 
additional opportunities for public input on this proposal and relevant documents, whether 
those opportunities be In public fora or in written form. 

Aa noted in the attached comments, we urge you to reject the application for this exploratory well. 

Sincerely, 

~Ut... kJ{.,Jj}~(..P 
Ann Whitfield- I -
Executive Director 

1,~tl-!<IJ 

PtlntM on RK)'dtd P.,.., 

William A. Wood 
Researcher 

The Florida Public Interest Research Group (9Q4) 224-5304 
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Florida PIRG __ _ 
420 l!a,t Call St., Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Comments of the Florida Public Interest Research Group (Florida PffiG) 

to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) on the 

Draft. Environmental Impact Statement 
Shell Western E&P Inc. 

Miccosukee 3·1 Exploratory Well 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida 

May 18, 1993 

The Florida Public Interest Research Group (904) 224-5304 
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Oil and gas activities should be viewed u an interconnected 
series of phues. These phases are el<J)loration, drilling, 
development, production, and abandonment. Geophysical survey 
operations, such as those proposed by Shell Western, are usociated 
with the exploration phue ... 

... seismic operations, for the purposes of environmental 
impact analysis, should be viewed with the possibility of subsequent 
developmental phases occuring. Furthermore, a comprehensive 
e><amination of possible Impacts, including cumulative effects, .is 
necessary since It cannot be assumed that e><ploration operations 
will in all cases be insignificant and fruitless. · 

"Environmental Assessment, Oil and Gas Plan of Operations: Big 
Cypress Natiopal Preserve, Geophysical Survey, Shell Western E & 
P Incorporated," Prepared by Division of Resource Management 
Spedallsts, Big Cypr~s National Preserve, National Park Service, 
United States Department of the Interior, December 1987, p.6. 

•If seismic ezplorations need to be considered in the light of possible cumulative 
effects from later production, certainly an exploratory well should fall within the same 
consideration. Ezploration does not e>dst without the goal of production. Production and 
its associated environmental impacts are possible end results of this proposal, which the 
DEIS fails to address. This makes the DEIS deficient, and inadequate. 

,; 

point of Shell's proposal could be to drill in order to establish a precedent for drilling in . 
Another possibility which several environmental groups have raised is that the I 

unique and ertremely fragile ecosystems. In that case, w1iether hydrocarbons are actually 2 3 
found in this particular case would not be important for the achievement of the real goal 
of the project, and it might be "reasonable" to put great effort and ezpense into an 
exploratory well that is u:nlikely to fead to any p?Qduction. If this is in fact Shell's real 
goal, it makes the project all the more unacceptable. 

II. The DEIS does not assess the capability of alternatives such as energy 
efficiency and renewable energy sources to provide equivalent energy resources 
to the nation. 

According to the DEIS, the scoping process identified as an issue and concern 
"eliminating the need for the project by utilizing alternative energy sources, developing 
an energy policy which encourages development of renewable energy resources, and 
adopting structured energy conservation measures" (p. 1-4). Though the scoping process 
identified this concern, and the DEIS claims to address "significant issues and concerns 
identified through the scoping process," the DEIS fails to adequately and sufficiently 
evaluate the capability of alternatives such as energy efficiency and renewable energy 
sources to provide equivalent energy resources to the nation. · 

9 

We submit that it is part of the role of the BLM and BIA in this instance to 
recommend to the Secretary of the Interior whether s/he should approve the proposed f 9 
action, and that such a recommendation should include an evaluation of the •. 
environmental impacts of the proposed action and all alternatives. Despite its enremely ·· -
brief treatment - a combined total of less than one page in a document of over 500 pages 
•• in the DEIS, the BLM and BIA apparently have the "means or authorization" (as well 18 
as the National Environmental Polley Act [NEPA] requirement) to consider the "No Action 
Alternative• (i.e., what would be 'the environmental consequences if the proposed drilling 
were not permitted). 

8 

91 

0-44 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft. Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) dated March 8, 1993, for Shell Western E&P Inc.'s (SWEPI) proposed 
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well. Florida PmG is !1 J1tatewide non-profit, nonpartisan 
citizen organization that has worked on environmental and consumer protection issues in · 
the state for the past twelve years. Florida PffiG has actively opposed drilling for oil and 
gas in the Everglades for several years. The org11.nization has over 60,000 members from 
Key West to Pensacola. 

Florida PffiG believes that the proposed exploratory well poses an unnecessary risk 
to Florida's environment and economy. We find the DEIS to be deficient and inadequate 
because, among other reasons, it 

• does not adequately address the substantial impacts likely to result from\ 
production of oil and/or gas, should the p,oposed test well discover such reserves; 

• does not assess alternatives such as energy efficiency and renewable energy 
sources to provide equivalent energy l'(asources to the nation; 

• does not place the expected finds of oil and/or gas - which are minilllal - within 
the context of the nation's enargy needs, nor weigh this minimal gain against the 
risk posed to one of the nation's premiere environmental resources; and · 

• does not take into account the serious problems in the environmental record of 
the parent company of the applicant, Shell Oil Company. 

More detailed comments on each of these points are below. 

I. The DEIS does not adequately address the substantial Impacts likely to result 
from production of oil and/or gas, should the proposed test well discover such 

reserves. 

The DEIS states that "Production of the single well or field development are not f 
proposed or reasonably foreseeable and are not subject to review In this DEIS" (p. S-5). .. 
The DEIS also notes, though, that "while field development is not proposed, robable or · 
reasonably foreseeable, it is possible: otherwise the SWEPI Miccosukee 3-1 welf would not :15 
be proposed" (p. 1-7), The DEIS presents rather tortured logic, we feel, to make the case 
that "production and field development are not a 'connected actions' [sic] to the proposed 
action (ezploration well drilling, evaluation and testing)" (p. 1-6). · 

If Shell believes that the possibility of locating productive hydrocarbon reserves 
justifies the expense and effort of the exploratory well, then the DEIS should contain an 
environmental assessment for the impacts of production and field development, not just 
the single exploratory well. In this case, that of foreseeable production, there would be 
no ezploration without the likelihood of production. It seems arbitrary and unfounded to 
not require the DEIS for the ezploratory well to address in some substantial fashion the 
potential impacts of production (independently of later EIS requirements for a full-scale 
production plan). ::· -

The National Park Service, like the BLM a unit of the Department of the Interior, 
has recognized the integrelly connected naturP. of exploration and production In an earlier 
document dealing with Shell's proposed seismic ezplorations in the nearby Big Cypress 
National Preserve, prior to this drilling proposal. 
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The DEIS, however, finds that the No ·Action Alternative would "not meet the 
purpose and objectives of the project• (p. 2-1), which .are defined as "specific geologic 
objectives [to] provide access to specific geologic targets" (ibid.). Defining the objective 
of the proposed action this way is an arbitrary narrowing of consideration which 
predetermines the "necessity" to consider only drilling alternatives. Anyone holding a 
lease to drill presumably has the objective to drill. The BI.M's and BIA's considerations 
should not be based on the leaseholder's objectives. The BLM's and BIA's role should be 
to ev uate such ro osals as well as all asonable al matives and their sociated 
environmental impacts. in the broa er context of the needs of the nation. 

. The DEIS niakes the somewhat oblique comment that • ... while no national energy 
policy ezists, an objective of Federal oil and gas leasing programs is to encourage private 
development of domestic oil and gas reserves to reduce dependency on foreign energy 
resources· (p. 4-59). While the DEIS apparently aims to take into consideration the 
"objective of Federal oil and gas leasing programs: it does not adequately consider the 
enviJ:onm~n~ iinP.acts of this objectiv!I, nor look at all reasonable alternatives. 

The brief statement noted above from page 4-59 fails to evaluate, ~onsider, or even 
mention alternative means to "reduce dependency on foreign energy resources; beyond 
"development of domestic oil and gas reserves." Such options include most prominently 
energy efficiency and development of renewable energy resources (solar, wind, geothermal, 
etc.). For example, the entire estimated remaining oil and gas reserves in South Florida 
(approrlmately 14,000,000 barrels of oil equivalent, or BOE; see text of comnient "III" 
below) would be saved with implementation of Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) 
standards for cars and light trucks of 40 mpg and 30 mpg, respectively, in a period of less 
than two weeks. The DEIS presumes, apparently wholly without justification, only one 
means to achieve the goal of increased energy independence for the nation. 

As noted elsewhere in our comments, the DEIS fails tr, evaluate the eztent to 
which the proposed exploratory well would In fact "encourage the development of domestic 
oil and gas reserves." Of course, such development could only happen with production of 
reserves, presumably the reason for e><ploration, and such production is of course not even 
cursorily addressed by the DEIS (see our comment numbered "I" above). The DEIS also 
fails to place potential produced reserves from the proposed ezploratory well in the conterl 
of total domestic oil and gas reserves (see our comment numbered ·m· below), the only 
contezt In which one could meaningfully review the eztent to which it would "reduce 
dependency on foreign energy resources." 

The DEIS appears to be arguing both sides of a critical point. In looking at the 
negative environmental hnpacts of the proposal, the DEIS looks only at exploration and 
makes an explicit case against including the negative environmental iinpacts of production. 
In arguing for the benefits of the proposal, the DEIS points to development and 
production. To be consistent, which we believe it is not, the DEIS should either look at 
the negative environmental impacts as well as the benefits of ezploration lllI. or the 
negative environmental impacts as well as the benefits of ezploration along with 
subsequent development and production. 

The rationale stated In the DEIS for not considering the e!,emative of utilizing 

I 
alternative energy sources seems flimsy and arbitrary. A consideration of the capability 
of alternative energy sources to provide equivalent energy resources to the nation should 

9 play a prominent role in the environmental review of any proposed eztractive fossil fuel 
ezploration and development. 

j ., 
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The BLM should recommend to the DOI Secretary, end the Secretary should 

consider, not simply the question of whether •hydrocarbons are present; but should 
include this question within the much larger framework and context of providing energy 
resources to the nation, and the environmental impacts of alternative options. The 
descriptions of the environmental impacts of any proposal for energy development in the 
Everglades watershed remain incomplete if they are not placed In the larger context of 
alternative energy sources. For this reason we find the DEIS to be deficient and 
inadequate. 

m. The DEIS does not place the expected potential finds of oil and/or gas •• I 
which are minimal •• within the context of the nation's energy needs, nor weigh 2 2 
this minimal gain against the risk posed to one of the nation's premiere 
environmental resources. 

The DEIS states that "the well would test the Sunniland Formation and targets 
below theJ;unniland" (p. 1-6). The DEIS further states that •recent statistics indicate the 
remaining recoverable oil and gas reserves in South Florida are about 13,949,000 barrels 
and 1,376,000 Mcf, respectively• (Appendix 1, p. 4). (1,376,000 Mcf of gas is equivalent 
to approximately 245 barrels of oil equivalent - virtually none - using conversion figures 
from the Dept. of Interior's Minerals Management Service (MMSJ.) . 
. . What the DEIS does .!!fil do is note that in the context of the energy needs of this 
country, additional reserves in South Florida are virtually meaningless. The nation 
consumes the equivalent of approximately 17,000,000 barrels of oil each day. Much of 
the remaining South Florida reserves noted in the above ·DEIS citation are already going 
to be produced from existing wells in locations outside the Everglades watershed. Thus 
this exploratory well likely has the potential to find oil reserves equivalent to only a 
small fraction of one dav's worth of U.S. consumption. 

The cumulative amount of oil and gas produced by the entire South Florida region 
(the •sunniland trend") has had virtually no impact on the nation's energy resources. In 
its entire 50-year history, South Florida has produced approximately 100 million barrels 
of oil, an amount equivalent to approrimately ai:i: days of national consumption. The 
proposed exploratory well will do nothing to "reduce dependency on foreign energy 
resources," even if exploration leads to production. The proposed well does, however, 
threaten one of the nation's and the world's premiere environmental resources. 

Any potential further discovery and development, for less than one day's supply of ' · 
the nation's energy needs, should be evaluated in the DEIS in the context of such a •gain• 

2 2 in relation to tho risk to the Everglades, and the incomparably greater gain in avoiding 
this potential danger to this fragile and unique ecosystem. The DEIS does not do this, 
and is inadequate and deficient because of this lack. · 

The current DOI Secretary, Bruce Babbitt, has indicated that he considers 
protection of the Everglades of paramount importance. The proposed exploratory well 
cannot be divorced from its potential catastrophic impacts to this unique and fragile 
ecosystem should ~ accident occur, whatever the degree of likelihood. 

,;.,_7,:, 
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aspect or the proposal - the trustworthiness of Shell's claims or environmentally protective 
operations - and as such is deficient and inadequate. 

This concludes our major comments on the DEIS. The DEIS likely has numerous 
additional flaws that contribute to its deficiency and inadequacy; time restrictions have limited us to the comments above. · 

In summary, because of the deficiency and inadequacy of the DE1s· as noted abov:e, 
we urge the _BLM and BIA 12 reiect Mi~olication for this erploratory well. 

···-

~:J!t~?~~---t~~t1:~~:~~s~~-e;~~_c~~~ :. -~= ~~~~ ~ 
=---= -~=- ~ 

IV. The DEIS does not take into account the serious problems in the 
environmental record of the parent company of the applicant, Shell Oil 
Company. · 

Shell Oil Company has a record of significant pollution of the environment. Thia 
record does not appear to be addressed anywhere in i;he text of the DEIS. We believe 
Shell's pollution record strongly supports the case against allowing one of its subsidiaries 

. to drill in one of the most fragile and unique ecosystems in the world. A brief review of 
several points in Shell's pollution record demooatratea the company's lack pf 
environmental responsibility: 

* Shell has been held responsible as the primary corporate polluter at a Superfund 
toxic waste site that EPA termed "the most, or certainly one of the most• contaminated 
sites in the world. Shell operatec:I a pesticide' plant at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal in 
Denver after military operations at the facility ceased in 1980, and has settled with the 
federal government to pay part of what wns at the time a record $1 billion clean-up coat. 
(Pleas11.s~g the attached newspaper article; articles on the other events noted below can 
be supplied upon reques_t.) , 

* In April 1988 Shell's Martinez California refinery leaked 441,000 gallons of crude 
oil into a sensitive nature habitat along upper San Francisco Bay. A state game warden 
said it may be yean before some of the worst-hit areas can again accommodate nesting 
ducks and other waterfowl. The company later had to pay almost $20 million for cleanup 
efforts in a settlement with the government. 

* In May 1988 Shell's Norco Louiaiana refinery was ripped by an explosion in its 
catalytic cracking unit that killed at least one person, caused damage to hundreds of 
neighborhood homes, and caused shutdown of the 220,000 barreVday refinery and a 
nearby Shell chemical plant. 

* In September 1989 Shell's Martinez refinery had a huge explosion and fire. 
Presa accounts described "shooting flames more than 100 feet into the evening sky and 
spewing tall columns of dense smoke visible 40 miles away; according to authorities. 

• In April 1990 Shell's refmery in Carson California was found to have at least 25 
defective welds on piping that would have carried very hot and highly flammable 
petroleum liquids. Shell's health and safety manager was quoted as saying •1n my 
experience, Shell bas sufficient safeguards, auditing procedures and assurances in place 
to avoid a situation ·where we have have people out there doing unsafe acts." The same 
facility had had at least two other accidents in the previous two months, resulting in 14 
i,tjuries and 1 death. 

* Shell is currently being sued by the National Environmental Law Center (NELC) 
on behalf of California PffiG for illegal discharges of selenium and cyanide into San 
Francisco Bay from its Martinez refinery. The company's own records show repeated and 
continuing violations of its water discharge permits for these highly toxic substances. 

Thia is not an exhaustive list of Shell's history or severe and ongoing •· -
environmentally destructive actions. The DEIS notes that •certain measures that would 
avoid or reduce impacts have been included by SWEPI in the proposal. Such measures 
are considered design features or the proposal .• ." (p. 4-1). These measures should be seen 
by the BLM, the BIA and the public, we believe, in the light or Shell's proven poor 
environmental record. The DEIS does not appear to address this critically important 
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101 Westward Drive, #2, Miami Springs, Florida 33166; Ph: (305) 888-1230 

Mr. Robert V. Abby 
District Manag<>r 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suile 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

April 14, 1993 

Rc:l'roposcdMlccosukcc3-1 Well 
Draft EIS, APO 

In addition to our testimony given al today's Ft. Lauderdale hearing. I would tlke lo 
add this requesl In writing: Friends of !he Everglades rcqucsls lhe Bureau of Land Management 
lo provide lo !he U.S. Environmental Prolcclion Agency all available dala concerning this Issue 
for the purpose of a "Sole Sour~· Review of the effects lhlp project might have on the waler 
supplies of the lour million people dcpcndenl on lhe Biscayne Aquifer for lhclrsolc source of 
drinking water. 

We ask, through you, lhal this review be co:..iucted by EPA as provided for under 
Section 1424 (e) of the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, under which Acl !he Biscayne Aquifer 
was designated as a "Sole Source Aquifer"' by EPA In 1978. This proposed project does Ile wllhln 
the area covered by !hat designation, a dcslgnallon obtained as a rcsull of a petition Ried In 
1976 by Board Members of Friends of 1he Everglades, and by !ls President, Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas 

We believe U1at the project wlll slgnlflcanUy Impact hydrologically conneded 
groundwater and surface waler systems ll1al may pose significant hazards to public healllt. 

We have many more commcnls concerning this project which will be !ouched on In our 
oral tcsllmony today and In further wrillcn comments lo you. I do ask lhal you extend lhe 
comment period for this DEIS until sixty days after the complellon of the EPA Sole Source 
Review and lls publication. Thank you for your coopcrallon In this Important matler; I look 
forward to your wrillcn reply. 

~--==---=--- -=-= 
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The Everglades is: 

A Water Treatment Plant/Utility 
• it stores 
• it purifies 
• it recirculates 
• it provides rainfall lrrigation 
• It distributes water to customers 
• it refills wells 

A Climate Machine 
• it regulates temperatures 
• it makes rain 
• it generates wind 
• it cleans the air 

A Seafood Factory . 
• it produces shrimp as far away as Key West 
• lt Is a superior lobster hatchery 
• it is a nursery for sports and commercial fishes 

served to diners around the continent 
• it makes possible the famous stone crabs 

A Tourist Resort 
• a multibillion dollar sports fishing industry 
• tlle main reason for South Florida's boating industry 
• motels, hotels, campgrounds, resorts, restaurants and 

other tourist amenities depend on the Glades 
• the dive Industry, canoe rentals and sales, bird watching 
• transpQrtation by air, bus, train, steamship 
• other attractions: ai• boat rides, Indian villages, el al. 

A Reservoir of Diodivers•ty of International Value 

A Central Source of Jobs, Government and Private 

And All of it Cun Run for Free on Just Gravity and Sunlight if Properly Designed!!! 
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101 Westward Drive, #2, Miami Springs, Florida 33166; Ph: (305) 888-1230 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

MaylS, 1993 

On behalf of the Friends of the Everglades I write to highlight some of 
our remarks made at the April 14th public hearing concerning the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Proposed Miccosukee 3-1 Oil 
Well, Application for Permit to Drill (APD). 

First let me say that Friends of the Everglades opposes the APO and the 
proposed project on the basis of policy issues concerning the future 
restoration of the Everglades, issues relative to land uses In a drinking water 
supply area, and issues dealing with groundwater protection. As leaders In the 
development of these policies In Florida and at a national level (spedflcally the 
"Sole Source" provisions of the Safe Drinking Water Act and wellhead 
protection), we have firm positions that preclude the risk to public health, 
welfare and safety that this project poses. 

Secondly, the Information, as brought out so far in the public hearing, 
contains enough data to convince us that there is no significant support for the 
conclusion that the project will have no harmful effects on the environment 
and the water resources of the region. On the contrary, our knowledge of the 
area's groundwater systems lead us to believe that the project will put in 
serious jeopardy the groundwater and surface water resources that serve the 
drinking water needs of the urban coastal cities and the biological integrity of 
the Everglades. 

Specifically: 
• The Grey Umestone Aquifer underlies the site and Is hydraulically connected 
to, In part (and indistinguishable from, In other parts), the Biscayne Aquifer, an 
aquifer designated as a Sole Source by EPA. Leaks in the well, the site, and the 
accessory activities risk contamination In a way that may create a significant 
hazard to public health. 
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Robert V. 'Abbey 
-District ·Manager· 
Bureau of Land !fanageme11t ·. 

May 2i3_, 1993' jmol-~~; . . . ti·. 
. .AM ""'.3- L':, 

. BUR~U Of !All .· GEM NT ! 
• :_ . JACKSON o,slli~,,!.l. __ ; 

411 .Briarwood Drive, suite 404 
Jackson, Missi~s!pp_i 39206 

.··: 

Dear Mr·. Abbey, . 
. ·:·. 

As per our telephone conversation of the other.day, enclosed 
please find the final page 15 of the DEIS pomments that was somehow 
omitted ·from the Greenpeace Comments submitted on May 18, 1993 for 
the Proposed Shen 3-1 Well. It is my understanding that you· will 
incorporate p~ge 15 into.our documen~. : . 

, . I. would. appreci~te it if ·you would. also . incorpotate the 
· attached revised page 1-3 with our comments also. We wanted .our 

comments on NORM to address both drilling and production, and I was 
·not· certain -that.· this was clear in the original page 13 that we 
·.s~~itted; · · .. ·: · · · 

Thank·.you. for your consideration· of these ·matters. I regret 
any inconvenience this may cause you •. If you have any questions, 
please gi_ve me a .call. . ' . . 

...... 

. : Sincerely/ 

~t&_-·rl?Jri~ 
.· Joette .Lorion 
. ·Greenpeace Advisor 

7269 SW 54 ·AV,E3hUe .. 
Miami, Florida. 33143 
(-305) 6°61-2165 . 

.,· 

.. :.·:. 
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• The EIS claims that water does not drain south and east of the proposed site, 
yet the photos and mafs of the site show clearly that those are the precise 
destinations of the sites drainage water. Water Conservation Area #3 will 
receive both routine drainage and emergency r,verflows from the oil well site 
under this proposal. Emergencies such as hurdcanes, blowouts, spills, floods, 
and fires can have serious Impacts on the WCA #3 and downstream systems 
(such as Everglades National Park), Including t:,e primary recharge areas of the 
Biscayne Aquifer which are affected by diree.: recharge and seepage from 
WCA#3. 

• The proposal and the DEIS Ignores a world of activity presently engaged to 
restore the Everglades, and they Ignore proposals to reflood many presently 
drained areas In the process. One such proposal, currently under consideration 
by the state, Is a flow-way connecting Lake Okeechobee with the WCA #3. No 
discussion of this or of any other consequences l'f the Everglades Restoration 
has been Included In the DEIS. If it was, you cr.uld only conclude that the well 
site was an obstacle to saving the Everglades. . 

• The DEIS Is severely flawed and must be redone. A new draft with the 
resultant new review process Is required to settle the many conflicts In content 
that were brought out at the public hearing. The current DEIS uses out-of-date 
maps, Incomplete treatment of alternatives, and no discussion of cumulative 
impacts. This cannot serve the purposes of NEPA nor of the BLM in making a 
proper decision. 

We have not heard yet from you as to our April 14th written request for 
an extension of the comment deadline and for a "Sole Source Review" by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. We expect that you have favorably 
received these requests, otherwise you would not have delayed In advising us 
until after the deadline. We would appreciate formal notice of this Intention. 

I wish to reaffirm, In closing, that Friends of the Everglades believes you 
will deny this project based on a proper body of information that only an 
accurate and complete EIS can provide. We also believe that the DEIS you 
now have fails to provide that Information and will mislead you to a disastrous 
decision unless corrected. From what we know, Friends opposes the project 
and urges a denial of the Application for Permission to Drlll. 

~ ,L,\ 
(j -or\~ 

<:/e go '\.j 
ecutive Director 

JI.la, i: P 11.i;I.L.H ~ 
-1'•' ··_,..,_,,fn.,1-iJ.I'' µifc.--,, 

~r 
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.··GREENPEACE 

Greenpea~e ! 143_6 u·street NW! W,shington DC 20009 • Tel(202) 462,1177 
. . . Tix 89-2~59 • Fax (202) 4~2-4507 · 

May 18, ;t993 

· Robert v. Abbey . 
· bistrict Manager ·· 
Bureau ·ot Land Management · 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 

·· Jackson, M~l?Sis_sippi 3920·5 

VIA FAX and U;!!. ·E~i>re~s.Mah service 

Dear-Mr. Abtiey, 

Greenpeace BUbmits the. enclosed Comments on the Dratt 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) dat~d March·8, 1993, for the 
proposed Shell Western · E"&P I_nc. ; Miccosu~ee ~-1 J::xploratory Well, 

·: • °AS 'per our COhVersat!on last WeF.,k in Which YOU intormed lne. 
that a postmark or ~ay ls, 1993 ·is su·~ficient for timely filing· of 

. thel?e comments., I am sending the original copy ot our·comment bY. . 
u.s. Mail Expre~s Mail. service._. However, I. am also faxing a copy of these comments to your !>ffice:on this date. · 

.. Attached to our comments ·are petitions With the signatures of 
app~oximateiy 3,500 people who are opposed to the drilling proposal. . . ; . . . . . . . . . 

. . Thank.you tor your consideration Of these i~su~s so. important to south Florida an~. ·the nat;io~. · · · 

.. ,, 
Sincerely, 

-~~~ -~_r,-~ 
Joette Lorion · · 
Greenpeace:Advisor 
-7269 sw 54 ·Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33143 
1305) 661-2165 . 

P.as 
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GREENPEACE coMHEHTS 

ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
SHELL WEST2RH E&P XHC. 

HICCOSUKEE 3-1 EXPLORATORY WELL 
HICCOSUKEE INDIAN RESERVATION, BROWARD COUNTY,· FLORIDA 

submitted to the Bureau of Lahd Management and.the 
· · Bureau of Indian Affairs 

.~y 17~. 1993 

p.e,2 

"~here .are no other BVerglades.in the world.· They are,.they ~ave 
always been,-one of the unique regions of the earth, remote never 
wh6llY -ltnown. Nothing anywhere else is like them~ •• " · 

Marjory stonelll.8n oouglas, Riy~r of Grass 
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that an Environmental Impact statement be prepared for a major 
federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human 
environment. one of the defined purposes of NEPA is to "promote 
efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment 
and biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man. 
(Emphasis supplied). The EIS must contain a detailed statement by 
~he responsible federal official on: 

(i) The environmental impact of the proposed action; 
(ii) Any adverse environmental effects which cannot be 

avoided should the proposal be implemented; 
(iii) Alternatives to the proposed action; 
(iv) The relationship between local short term uses of man's 

pnvironment and the maintenance --and enhancement of long term 
productivity; · 

(v) Any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of 
resources which would be involved in the proposed action should it 
be implemented, 

The DEIS issued on the proposal is fundamentally flawed and 
~noomplete in the following ways: 

~. THE SCOPE OF THE DEIS Is DEFICIENT 

The DEIS is fundamentally tlawed in that it only analyzes I 
environmental impacts associated with drilling and does not address 1

5 potential environmental impacts associated with oil or gas 
production and field development. It is unclear how the BLM can in 
good faith attempt to separate components or increments of a 
program that are independent and interrelated. Despite the 
~tatement on page 1-6 that production and field development are not 
connected to the proposed drilling actions, it is clear from other 
~tatements in the DEIS that the BLM is aware of that development of 
the oil or gas is the purpose of the lease. 

For instance, page 1-10 of the.DEIS contains the following: 
"The lease is a legal contract that grants the exclusive right to 
SWEPI to explore for, drill, and develop all hydrocarbons from the 
70,359 aore lease area. The leasing decision and leasing action 
represent a coDU11itmen.t to allow exploration and development of 
potential hydrocarbon resources on the property. Hence drilling 
~ctivity on the leased acreage constitutes a valid contract right 
and is required in order to fulfill the purpose and intent of the 
lease." C &mphosis supplied). · 

section 1500.8 (a) (3) (ii) of the Council on Environmental 
Quall ty Guidelines on Implementing NEPA requires that secondary_ or 
indirect, as well aa primary or direct consequences for the 
environment, should be included in the content of an EIS. Xt is 
sophistry for our government officials to contend oil production 
and field development, which could produce secondary or indirect 
environmental consequences, are not connected to drilling, and that 

3 
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GREENPEACE COMMENTS PURSUANT TO THE LETTER BY ROBERT V. ABBEY 
p,am> MJ,BCH ft, 1993 ON TJIE.J2B~ EUYIBQNMENTAt IMPACT STATEMENT 

Greenpeace submits the following comments to the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement, shell western E&P Inc. (SWEPI), 
Miccosultee 3-1 Exploratory Well, Miccosultee Indian Reservation, 
Broward county, Florida dated March 8, 1993. 

In summary, it is Greenpeace's position that the Draft 
Environmental Impact statement does not comply with the purpose or 
intent of National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) in the 
manner we describe below, and does not provide sufficient 
scientific documentation to support the opinion of the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), in consultation with Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), that 11the analysis presented in the DEIS shows that 
the proposed action will 11assure protection of natural resources, 
environmental quality, life and property." (p. s-12). 

x. lHTBPPllCTXQN 
on March a, 1993, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) issued a Draft Environmental Impact 
statement (DEIS) that purportedly analyzes the environmental 
impacts of the shell Western E&P Inc. (SWEPI) proposal to drill an 
exploratory well to test the oil and gas for111ations at a site 
located on the Miccosultee Indian Reservation located in Broward 
county Florida, approximately 40 miles west of the city of Fort 
Lauderdale. The DEIS states on page 1-11 that the Miccosultee Tribe 
·is in support of 'the plan "provided that it meets applicable 

:environmental regulations." 
During the public scoping process on the proposed . project 

substantial public concern was raised due to the sensitivity of the 
Everglades and the proximity to the Water conservation Area 3 and 
the Biscayne Aquifer. After the public hearings, the Bureau of 
Land Management announced that they would expand their analysis 
·from an Environmental Assessment to an Environmental Impact 
statement. It is Greenpeace's position that the proposed drilling 
project is a major federal action that could significantly affect 
the quality of the human environment and requires that an 
Environmental Impact statement (EIS) be prepared under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)• 

Whether one agrees with the BLM that an EIS was prepared 
merely to 

11
assure · the public that the potential environmental 

'impacts of the proposal would be thoroughly analyzed and addressed" 
'.or the Greenpeace position that an EIS is required under federal 
:law, the DEIS was prepared and it is this DEIS on which the 
!following comments·are baaed. 
J;I. The DEIS DOES HoT MEET THE ptJIU'()SE OR IU!QUIREKENTS OF NEPA 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) requires 
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they are also not "proposed or reasonably foreseeable and are not 
'subject to review in the DEIS (DEIS S-5)." 

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Implementing 
Regulation 1508.25 defines "scope" so as to require consideration 
ln a single statement of actions that, to oversimplify, are 
connected, cumulative, or similar. For instance, section 1508.25 
·ca) Cl) (Hi) says that actions are connected if they: ( i) 
Automatically trigger other actions which may require environmental 
impact statements, (ii) Cannot or will not proceed unles·s other 
actions are taken previously or simultaneously; or (3). Are 
interdependent parts of a larger r.ction and depend on this larger 
action for their justification. 

Clearly, the actions are connected because oil production I 
.could not proceed in lieu of drilling and the drilling would not 15 . 
take place if oil production in the area was not a possibility. 
Also, the DEIS itself states that a decision to produce would \. 
trigger another environmental analysis. Finally, there are \)' , 
pumerous places in the DEIS that address both drilling and\~. 
production, such as pages 1-7, 1-13, 2-14 and 4-59. 'i': 

It is clear that under NEPA secdon 102 (2) (C) (iv), which 
requires a discussion of the relationship between local and long 
term uses ot man's environment, and Section 101 (b) (1), which 
~akes it the responsibility of the Federal government to act as a 
trustee of the environment for fature generations, the decision ot 
.llLM officials to only address drilling, and not production, is I 
.
unreasonable and insu!ficient. It is imperative to the protection 

15 of the environment that this agency make a reasonable effort to 
discern what the effects of production and field development will . 
be, especially in Hght of their inability to show that such 
projections are impossible. 

It is our concern that by attempting to break the program I 
.(drilling and production) down into component parts, the ag!lncy may 15 
be trying to avoid'addressing secondary or indirect consequences 
that could "significantly" atfeot the environment. Additionally, 
using the "drilling onlyllconcept, the agency attempts to limit its 
discussion of alternatives, such as conservation and renewable 
energy, to the proposed action. These alternatives, which could I g 
obviate the need tor drilling and subsequent production of oil or 
gas, should properly be addressed in the preliminary stages of the 
project before act~vities have reached a stage of investment or 
pollllllitment to implementation likely to restrict alternatives at a 
later stage. 

We will not allow the narrow scope of the DEIS to dictate our 
comments. our remaining comments will address both the potential 
environmental consequences of drilling and production, just as the 
DEIS has when it appeared to serve the purpose of BLM to do so. 

4 
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B. THE DEIS FAILS TQ ADEQUATELY ANALYZE ALTERNATIVES TO THE 
PRQPQSEQ ACTION THAT COULD OBVIATE THE NEED FOR THE PROJECT 

1 In light of the tact that a proper consideration of 
alternatives may obviate the need for drilling and render the other 
issues moot, we now turn our attention to the subject of 
·alternatives to the proposed action. The DEIS as it relate19. to a j 9 
proper consideration and analysis ot energy alternatives is grossly 
inadequate in that any discussion of alternatives is severely 
limited and in some cases, as in the case of conservation and 
renewable energy, an analysis is non-existent. · ... 

The only alternatives fully considered and analyzed in the 
DEIS are drilling alternatives, and the No Action alternative is 
briefly addressed, In the brief discussion of their supposed 
consideration, but not analysis, of the issue of whether the 
project could be eliminated though energy conservation, the DEIS 
states that this .alternative is not considered practical or 
feasible for several reasons, especially because the BLM and BIA do 
·not have any means or authorization to require use of alternate 
~nergy sources as an alternative to the proposal. (DEIS S-4). 

. Section 4332 (2) (C) of NEPA'requires that the DEIS prepared 
by the agency thoroughly explore and discuss alternatives to the 
proposed action. The BLM posi~ion that the only alternatives they 
are required to discuss under NEPA are those that can be put into 
affect by them frustrates the intent of NEPA. Clearly, the BLM can 
·call upon other agencies with expertise in the areas of energy 
,conservation and alternatives to assist them in addressing and 
'analyzing reasonable alternatives to the proposed action regardless 
'of whetller they fall in the jurisdiction of their agency. For 
'.instance section 102 (2) (Al of NEPA requires agencies to use a 
systematic, interdisciplinery approach to their decision making. 
'(Emphesis supplied). 

At the public hearing on the DEIS, Greenpeace raised a number 
of reasonable and available alternatives that should be fully 
discussed, and the environmental consequences of implementing each I 
'analyzed, before the proposal is accepted. Failure to address the 
issue of reasonable and available alternatives now before the g 
arilling begins would thwart the purpose of NEPA in that 
substantial investments will have been made and options will have 
been precluded if this issue is evaluated at a later date. 

Some of the alternatives that should be explored include 
obviating the need for this oil through energy conservation and/or 
~he use of renewable energy, such as solar, Evidence that this 
~ould be done includes the following: 
0

REBUILQING FOR EFFICIENCY, Florida solar Energy Center, FSEC-CR­
·_562-92, December 1992 - This report, which was conducted after 
llurricane Andrew, is an assessment of potential energy efficiency 
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efficiency and that this could cut domestic energy consumption by 
~5\ using measures that would pay for themselves in 5-7 years. (Exhibit F), 

It is clear from the above that the use of reasonable and 
available alternative energy technologies, both in Florida and the 
United States, could easily replace the small amount of oil that 
~ight be produced from the proposed project at a lower cost and a 
lesser threat to the environment. Thus, the BLM under NEPA has a 
duty to investigate these issues further. such an analysis might 
include working with other agencies to perform a cost benefit 
jlnalysis of alternatives, or, moreover, since this appears to 
involve national energy implications, the impact statement could be 
iissigned to a group designated by the President that 11nalyzes 

.overall energy questions for the executive branch. For while the 
BLM does not, according to the DEIS, have the power to require the 
use of alternative energy sources, encouraging such use is in the 
purview of both Congress and the President. The statement on page 
4-59 of the DEIS concerning objectives of federal programs appears 
,:o suggest that the BLM is not adverse to looking at these issues 
~rom a national perspect~ve. 

Finally, in assessing the No 1'ction alternative, the BLM. 
states on page 4-59.of the DEIS that a potential negative economic 
impact would he felt on the Micc9sukee Indian tribe because they 
would not realize potential revenue from development of the oil and 
gas lease and jobs·would·not he realized, It is interesting to 
pote that on page 4-22 of the DEIS it states that construction·of 
the drill site exploratory well requires skilled workers that may 
hot be found aniong the Miccosukee Tribe, and that only a few non­
~killed temporary jobs may be realized by the proposed project. 
Perhaps the BLM sho~ld conduct an analysis of the jobs and economic 
benefits to the Miccoeukee that could result if the federal 
government developed an environmentally appropriate clean energy 
project on the Miccosukee reservation that would provide jobs, 
~timulate the local economy, and not threaten the environment of ~he Miccosukee or ~thers. 
! c. 

1· 

,.:1r'./ 
) 

,,. 
\'' 

1. 

The DEIS CONTAINS AREAS OF SPECIFIC CONCERN THAT ARE 
INADEQUATELY ADDRESSED AND/OR ANALYZED 

The Analysis end Documentation in the DEis Does Not 
Adequately support the Concl IJRi nn .That 11lil:LS1gni f'icant _ ev11 uee& --nu ?HlD- __ 
to water Resources re Expected" 

. As the DEIS correctly points out, there are important potable 
groundwater sources, such as the Biscayne Aquifer, and sensitive 
surface water bodies, such as Hater Conservation Area 3A in the 
area of the proposed project. Indeed, the plan is to drill under 
~CA 3A even though environmental concerns appear to have prevented 
.the drilling from the surface of HCA 3A, Additionally, the 
Biscayne Aquifer, which had been designated by the Environmental 
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tmprovements for both new and existing homes in Florida. The 
report estimates that through the use of an identifiable package of 
,fficiency measures used in new construction, it was estimated to 
potentially reduce electricity consumption in rebuilt homes by 39\ 
or 5 1 350 kWh and that summer utility coincident peak loads were 
predicted to drop by 1.5 kW-about 37\ lower than conventional new 
homes, (Exhibit A). 
I 

i;NVESTIGATION OF AIR DISTRIBUTION LEAKAGE AND ITS IMPACTS IN 
¢ENTRAL FLORIDA HOMES, Florida Solar Energy Center, FSEC-CR-397-91, 
January 31, 1991. This report estimates that if leaks in air 
conditioning ducts in a home are plugged, air conditioning use can 
~ecrease by as much as 17, 2', ~· ielding an estimated savings of $110 
a year. The report further e3timates that the repair of 3 million 
r1orida homes could reduce winter peak demand by 5,000 megawatts, 
or 13% ot the state's generating capacity. (Exhibit B). 
I 

~LECTRICITY CONSERVATION AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN FLORIDA. 
TECHNICAL ECONOMIC AND ACHIEVAer,E RESULTS, Draft Report, Florida 
Energy Office, January 15, 1993 - This draft report eetimates that 
the technical potential for capacity impacts through efficiency 
and conservation measures indicate that 10,522 MW could be reduced 
by the year 2,000. The report indicates that the greatest 
potential for energy savings is in residential and commercial air 
conditioning systems and commercial lighting. (Exhibit c). 
I 

AMERICA'S ENERGY CHOICES. Inyesting in O Strong Economy and a Cleon 
Enyironment, by Union of concerned Scientists, 1991 - This report 
estimates _that through the use of energy efficiency and renewable 
energy we can reduce the nation's petroleum consumption by one­
third by the year 20301 cut CO2 emissions by 70\ by the year 20301 
imd save a net 2.3 trillion dollars. Additionally, the report 
hotes that the Department of Energy summary of the public hearings 
they conducted across the country in 1991 states, "The loudest 
single message was to increase energy efficiency in every sector of 
~nergy use, Energy efficiency was seen as a way to- reduce 
dependence on imports, and reduce the cost of energy." (Exhibit D). 

ENERGY FOR EMPLOYMENT. How to Heet 'Jp the Economy, Not the Planet, 
Greenpeace, July 1992 - This repor'c demonstrates that clean energy 
'industries are far more productive employers than the fossil fuel 
.industries and cost less than traditional energy sources. The 
~sport also points out that one reason for failure of the market to 
lead to efficient and clean ener.:gy use is because the external 
posts of energy are not facto1:ed in at present. The· report 
recommends that fossil tuel eKtt·action should be billed to account 
for the cost to society of ite global warming and other polluting 
emissions (page 27), (EKhibit E). 

~LINTON/GORE ON NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY, 1992 campaign document -
This document from the Clinton/Gore cr.mpaign states that if elected 
p1inton/Gore would strengthen federat programs to encourage energy 
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i>rotection Agency (EPA) as the "sole source" of drinking water tor 
four million people, is adjacent to the drilling site. Finally, 
~he gray limestone aquifer, which Appendix A-6 says is the only 
~ajor source of fresh groundwater in the area of the Miccosukee Reservation, is in the project vicinity, 

It is unclear whether. the documents attached in Appendix A-6 
are included as scientific support for the BLM position. The 
Preliminary Analysis oc the Hygrologic end Geologic characteristic 
of the Hiccosukee Indien Reser~ dated January 1991 attached 
therein contains a stateme11t on page 16 that, "Under no· 
/:ircumstances would an oil spill within the North part of the 
tficcosukee Indian Reservation affect any of the major drinking 
water supplies along the southeast coast. 11 I 

41 I ; The repcrt does· not _appear to contain any independent 
soientitic analysis to support this statement. In tact, the author 
states on page 22 of the report that the scope of his work 
"included researching literature and files of government agencies 
~o gather information on the geology and hydrology ot the 
reservation and adjacent areas." Indeed, attached to hie report is 
iin impressive bibliography of documents from 1944 through 1990 but 
!:here does not appear to have been any independent scientific field 
~ata gathering or computer models performed for the area. 

; The only computer simulation models that are included in the 
t>EIS appear to be by Dames & , Moore, Inc., the third party 
bonsultants, and are attached as Appendices A-7 and A-a. on page 
2 of the Groundwater Brine spilJ simulatione document attached ae 

/ 

Appendix A-7, a statement about the model informs us that, "A lack 
pf detailed site specific data required the esti11ation of most 
parameters," (Emphasis supplied), On Page 2 of Appendix A-a, the 

:31 Groundwater Oil Spill Simulotiorui document, it discusses the data 
input for the model and states, "Values for these properties were 
bbtained by conducting a literature and data search on information 
bertaining to the local conditions and by relating local conditions ~o information obtained elsewhere." 
I . 
· Clearly, it is the lack of site specific field data that 
Should be at issue here. State1nents in the DEIS that the Biscayne 
Aquifer is 

11

5-10 miles away" from the drilling site (while others 
say it is 3) are indicative of the lack of site specific field data 
~hat should be collected and used in a proper scientific analysis 

I 
of the threat to the Biscayne Aquifer, our sole source of drinking 
yater, and other water resources. Why have no scientific field 
studies been perfor'!led to .ietermine exectu how close the Biscayne ..D· 

· :31 .\quifer is to the site? Why wasn't site specific information/,,\ 
9athered and plugged into computer models before the DBIS was I 
9ompleted? Why have no probabilistic risk assessments been 

1 performed of the worst case potential risk to the water supply that )lr'l 
may be posed by this proposed project performed and contained in 
~he DEIS? Are literature searches and "guestimating" the proper 
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' I ~ay to protect our precious water resources? 

NEPA also requires that the relationship between local short 
term uses ot man's environment and the maintenance and enhancement 
ot long term productivity be address and analyzed. It is clear 
that a scientitic analysis based on current data should be 
performed to assess the possibility and probability that the 
drilling and production ot oil at this site could be a short term 
use that could threaten the Biscayne Aquiter, a potable drinking 
water source tor four million people, and the gray limestone 
~quiter, the only major fresh goundwater source tor the Miccosukee 
J{eservation. · 

: Also, it is imperative that the BLM immediately provide the 
µ.s. Environmental Protection Agency with all available data 
concerning this issue so that they can partorm a 11sole :source" 
review of the environmental effects that this project could-have on 
~ha Biscayne Aquifer. · section 1424 (e) of the Federal Safe 
prinking Water Act ~rovides for such review since that the project 
could significantly impact hydrologically connected groundwater and 
~urfaca water systems and could pose a significant hazard to public 
)lealth. 
i ' 
· Finally, the DEIS has not adequately addressed or analyzed how' 
~roduoed waters, drilling muds, c,uttings and other wastes 
carrying contaminants including heavy metals, such as mercury, and 
~adium, a radioactive isotope, might impact our ground and·surface 
water systems and further contaminate the Everglades and Everglades 
National Park. Florida is currently performing studies· on the 
~ercury contamination problem in the EVerglades and the threat it 
poses to public health. In light of this public health threat, it 
is imperative that the BLM to analyze how the project might 
fncreaee the extent of Florida's mercury problem. 
I 
·2. 
I 

The DEIS Does Not Adequately Analyze The Direct, Indirect and 
cumulative rmo°Qcte that the Project May have on Endangered and 
Threatened species and Wildlife 

As is the case concerning the environmental impact on water·: 
resources, the only supporting documents attached to the DEIS,, .. 
except tor letters from a few agencies that contain no; .. 
l:iocumentation, appear to be the work of a consultant, Again, it is ... 
not clear whether · the attached documents were those used to.,.' 
~upport BLM'e assertion page s-11 of the DEIS that 11significan~'.. 
airect impacts to wildlife in general are not anticipated=for the~t 
proposed action enc\ alternatives." . ·- · 

' The Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) obligate~, 
federal agencies to ensure that any actions that they permit do not 
:jeopardize the con~inued existence of any endangered species or , 
)llodify their critical habitat. (42 u.s.c. 1536 (a) (2), According-·: 
to the -DEl:S page l-15, the u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service defines: .. 
I -~ 
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species in the area. Nor does it address how pollutants or 
pontaminants from spills and/or drilling, production or field 
development might affect the Bald Eagle, Florida Sandhill Crane, 
~ood Stork and wading birds that feed in the canals and drainage 
Hitches in the project vicinity. For instance, could mercury be 
made available during the drilling process that could endanger the 
birds, panther, and other wildlife through bioaccumulation. 

! Additionally, there were was no thorough .discussion or 
analysis ot how spills might affect reproduction of birds and other 
~ndangered or threatened species, nor was there an analysis of 
potential mortality rates that might result from spills or I 86 
jlcoidants. There .was no discussion of biomagnification of 
hydrocarbons or other contaminates that might endanger wildlife as 
p result of drilling or production wastes. Nor was there a site 
1-pecific analysis of how the noise from drills may stress the 
birds, panther, and other wildlife and displace them from their f 6

4 habitat or interfere with reproduction except to reference the Big 
Cypress Management Plan which contains a quote on page say on page 
4-19 that states "The effects,of oil drilling noise on wildlife 
~opulatione is not well documented in the literature." 

3. The DErs did not Adequately Address the Environmental Threat 
That the Gen tes Pose to the Water Resources, Wildllfe and the Environment 

. on page 4-31 of the DEIS, it states that the wastes generated 
~ill include contaminated storm water, drilling muds, solid wastes 
and sewage. On page 4-37 of the DEIS it states that, "Lack of 
qontainment and improper handling of generated wastes could 
possibly result in contamination of the soil, surface and 
~roundwater in the immediate vicinity of the proposed drill sita.

11 

According to a Greenpeace Report entitled, Oil In · Arctic 
s: The untold story of Offshore Drilling in Alaska, yanuary 

1993, the mud and rook cuttings created by the drilling process can 
contain toxic substances such as cadmium, copper, arsenic, lead and 
~ercury. Produced waters can carry radioactive radium 'to the 
earth's surface. It is also unclear how these wastes will be 117 6 
~egulated, since it appears that according to the DEIS on page 1-17 1 
d,rilling wastes are excluded as hazardous waste. And, how will the 
federal government monitor the drilling fluids, which according to 
t;he DEIS on page 2-14 will be analyzed by Shell for toxic and radioactive fluids?· 
I 

l As stated previously, the Florida Everglades has a serious 
m

1

ercury contamination problem. The BLM has not performed studies 
o~ what effect the drilling and production could have on 
exacerbating this problem, Nor has the BLM addressed the issue of f 24 
whether a hurricane could spread the hazardous and radioactive 
srbstances that are produced by the drilling process. 

11 
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~eopardize as followsi 

"To engage in any activity or program which reasonably would 
be expected to reduce the reproduction, number or 
distribution ot a listed species to such an extent as to 
appreciably reduce the likelihood ot survival and recovery ot 
the species in the wild." (50 CFR 420.02). 

certainly in the case ot-the endangered Florida panther, ot 
f,lhich only 30-50 remain, the loss of even one panther would be 
~ignificant. It is interesting to note that on page 3-55 ot the 
bEIS it recounts that the Biological Assessment attached to the 
1981 Environmenta~ Assessment addressing the impacts for 
~ydrocarbon development on the entire Miccosukee Indian reservation 
contained a determination ot 11may atfect" tor the Florida panther. 
ii.lso, on page 4-55 ot the DEIS it states that, "The potential for 
pollision related mortality resulting from increasing traffic along 
the access route would increae~ slightly during construc~ion and 
jlrilling operations." The BLH should tie reminded that no increase 
in mortality is slight when only 30-50 of a species remain. 
I ! Although the Biological Ase~eement wee not attached to the 
pEIS, a wildlife Evaluation prepared by a private consultant tor 
~hell in 1990 was attached es Appendix . A-9. Thie wildlife 
~valuation of the site indicates that there is panther activity in 
the vicinity of the site and statae that a male panther currently 
utilizes the Snake Road area, and a female panther visits that area 
l,coasionally. In fact, page 9 of the report states that "the 
pro:lect vicinity is within the range of panther activity." 
Additionally, the statements in a Dames & Moore memo atta·ched to 
~ppendix A-12 from Jackie Moore to Mike Nagy dated June a, 1992 
indicate that a record check indicated chat, "Two Florida panthers 
were reported in the vicinity." 
! 

Curiously, these reports do not appear to support the 
statement on page 3-69 ot the OEIS that "Panthers are not known in 
the area Of the proposed action, according to available li~erature 
lind conversations with D. Maehr (1992)." In light of the al:iove, it 
is imperative that the DEIS address and analyze the affects that 
the project may have on the Florida panther, including the issue of 
whether disturbing thic habitat may interfere with any potential 
reproduction activity ~f the male and female panther, and any other 
threat that the project may pose to the likelihood ot survival and 
recovery of these few remaining endangered panther that exist only 
in South Florida. 

! As tor wildlife in general, the Wildlife Eyaluation in 
?,ppendix A-9 states that "the project site and its inimediata 
yicinity could not be conoidered a critical habitat tor this or any 
other protected species." Yet, neither the Wildlife Eyaluation nor 
the DEIS Addresses the possibility that drilling or production may 
cause secondary or cumulative impacts to endangered or threatened 
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As for the radioactive material, page 4-35 of the DEIS states 
that Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material (NORM) in the form of 
radium and thorium may be contained in the produced waters from 
~rilling. In the discussion of NORM, it states that the B~reau of 
9eology analyzed produced water from three other South Florida oil 

771 fields and determined that NORM is an insignificant problem from 
i;outh Florida oil fields. We contend that the analysis of the 
water for levels of radioactive material is not sufficient t~ 
protect the wildlife or human health since it does not accurately 
11ssess the manner and level in which radioactive material can fioaceumlate in living things. 

j Dr. Gordon Edwards is a Canadian "1ho has conducted research on 
\lranium miners and lung cancer. In one of his reports, NUCLEAR 
WASTES-What Me WQrr:a, Dr. Edwards states on page 15 that "Radium­
i26 is considered to be one ot the most toxic radioactive 
substances known to man. When ingested through food or water, it is 
considerably more dangerous than either strontium-go or plutonium­
~39. It accumulates in the bones, where it can cause bone cancer 
and other disorders, including leukemia. Chronic radium 
concentration may eventually prove to be an even more serious problem than mercury pollutior, is now.

11 I 

i Dr. Edwards goes on to explain that "1hen dispersed into the 
~nvironment, radium ( like ir.eroury and DDT) is concentrated by 
ijiologioal organisms. He says that river algae will typically show 
radium concentrations from 500 to 1,000 times higher than 
contaminations in the river itself and crops irrigate~ with 
contaminated water Will often concentrate radium by a factor of 100 qr more. 
j 

, Other reports, including a British Columbia Medical 
Association Report entitled, The Health Dangers of Uranium M!nill5l, 
~ugust 1980, demonstrate that fish and wildlife can also 
eonoentrate radiation to alarming degrees. For instance on page 94 
of the report it contains comments from a study on oceanic 

j~~~~!~:!te ~~
8

Jium':~~~ r!~:t 1, ~g~e- 3~~~ion~im!;c~~;0 ~'!~:;s~!vef ~n 
~he report also demonstrates that Radium-226 decays to Redon-222, 
a. gas which in turn produces radon d.!iughters, all effective at 
c~using lung cancer, The DEIS makes no mention ot the potential 
h·ealth hazard that radon gas or radon daughters might pose to human 
h;ealth if NORM are produced in the ~rilling process. 

l Radium-226 , which has ~ half-lite ot 1620 years, is 
continually replenished by tho~ium-230, which has a half-life of 
al;,ooo years. Radium-226 also produces radon gas and radon 
dpughters. Thus, once introduce1 to the environment these 
substances will be around for a very long time and their long term 
envircnmontal dose commitment should be analyzed. While it may be 
tl:ue as it states in the DEIS that radium and thorium are 
"paturally occurring" materials, it is also true that most of it is 
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contained deep underground, where it is relatively harmless, since 
most of it disintegrates long before it escapes from the rock 
formations in which it is trapped. 

Since the drilling/production process could make long-lived 
radioactive materials available to the living environment, the BLM 
must conduct an analysis of whether the introduction of these 
materials into the environment through the drilling and production 
process poses a threat to the people and the wildlife that may be 
exposed to them. Since affects of radiation are cumulative, this 
is especially important in Florida where background radiation 
levels are high. Finally, in light of the statement in the DEIS 
that radioactive materials will build up in the pipes of the 
equipment, the BLM should address whether the equipment will be 
disposed of as nuclear waste at the completion of the project. 

Other issues of concern regarding the wastes include the 
danger that a transportation accident carrying hazardous waste 
might occur and cause toxics to enter the environment. Finally, 
how will the BLM ensure that hazardous wastes will not be deposited 
in the wetlands? 

4. The DEIS Does Not Adequately Analyze the Effect that the 
Project May Have on wetlands 
The DEIS has determined that "significant wetland impacts 

resulting from the proposed actio~ and alternatives are not 
expected to occur." Apparently, they have not determined that they 
will not occur, only that they are not expected to occur. 

. . The DEIS glossed over how this proposal was affected by the 
Federal Executive orders 11990 and 11988 that govern wetlands and 
floodplains. We believe that a serious analysis of this issue must 
be conducted and included in the DEIS if the public welfare and 
wetlands are to be protected. This should include an analysis of 
the effect that discovering oil at this site might have on 
encouraging more building and drilling in the Everglades ecosystem. 

5. The DEIS Does Not Adequately Address or Analyze the 
Potential socioeconomic Impacts of the Project 
The DEIS states that· "No significant negative socioeconomic 

impact would result from the proposed action and alternative." 
The DEIS does not attempt to address or analyze any negative 
socioeconomic impacts to tourism that might occur as a result of an 
oil spill or other hazardous wastes contaminating a portion of the 
Everglades and its wildlife or the water supply. Nor, does the 
DEIS perform a probabilistic risk assessment to prove that such a 
catastrophic event could not happen. Since tourism is an important 
industry for both Dade and Broward County, the DEIS should attempt 
to analyze what effect in terms of dollars and jobs lost that a 
catastrophic spill, one that might contaminate the Biscayne 

13 

0-72 

77 

I s1 

,,: ~ 

. .;.::: 

le 

-~8 

66 

supplied by the consultants, and in what manner and to what extent r 
they performed an independent and critical evaluation of the 60 
environmental considerations. 

Also, since some members of the public raised concerns at the 
hearing about the DEIS due to the third party consulting 
arrangement, the BLM may wish to provide information in the DEIS on 
the financial compensation that the third party consultant received 
for the preparation of the DEIS, the tasks that were assigned to 
the consultant, and the nature and scope of participation that the 
BLH had in the preparation and supervision of the DEIS work. 

III. CONCLUSION 

As demonstrated in the foregoing comments, the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement regarding the Shell Western drilling 
application is inadequate, fundamentally flawed, and does not meet 
the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA). There is a plethora of cases that demonstrate that NEPA's 
mandate to protect and preserve the environment has been given 
strict enforcement in the courts with frequent admonitions that it 
is insufficient to give mere lip service to the statute and then 
proceed in blissful disregard of its requirements. 

The DEIS issued by BLM on this project appears to be long on'. 
conclusions and lip service and sho~t on scientific analysis and\_ 
studies to support these conclusions. It also fails to discuss and; 
analyze important environmental issues that are required underj 
NEPA. Therefore, it is imperative that the BLM prepare a new Draft; 
Environmental Impact Statement that complies with the requirements 
of NEPA and addresses and analyzes the issues that concernedj c 
environmentalists and members of the community have brought/C 
forward. After the new DEIS is prepared, public hearings should 
again be held and comments solicited before the Final Environmental,. 
Impact Statement is.issued. F: 

At risk in this case is the potential loss or degradation of 
a "one of a kind" world class resource, the Everglades, and the 
sole source of drinking water for four million people, The Biscayne 
Aquifer. Any project proposed that has the potential of impacting 
these and other significant resources demands the attention and 
scrutiny, not only of the Department of the Interior, but the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the President, as well. 

To close on an editorial note, it is regrettable that we 
continue to look to environmentally sensitive areas like Florida's 
Everglades for energy that can be provided through clean energy 
initiatives at a lower cost, both economically and environmentally. 
The Sunshine state should be tapping the sun for energy instead of 
stripping fossil fuel from the precious Everglades that when burned 
could contribute to global warming and further threaten Florida's 
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Aquifer, could have on Dade an~ Broward counties. 

; Aleo, the DEIS should analyze the potential negative 
socioeconomic effects that could ~ccur to the Hiccosukee Indian 
Tribe as a result of a spill and/or contamination of their land and 
water, including any contaminati~n of the gray limestone aquifer, 
which according to Appendix A-6 (page 40) in the DEIS is the 
primary source of fresh groundwater for the Hiccosukee Reservation, 
and loss of tourism dollars that might result from contamination of 
~he water supply or the Everglades. 
! 
· For instance a report entitled Economic Recoverv strategies 
by the Economic Development Association, 1993, states on page 21 
that, "Tourism is Dade county's number one industry, employing a 
third of its work force (270,000+)ano generating more than seven 
billion dollars each year. In 1991, visitors to greater Miami and 
~he Beaches paid 37t of all Dade county's state sales taxes ($404) 
~illion)- dollars that help pay to educate our children, support 
pur criminal justice system, etc." 

6. The DEIS Does Not contain sufficient rntornation For The 
Public TQ Assess The Degree ot Federal Accountability In Its 
Preparation 

on page !5-1 of th,, DEIS, it states that the, "SWEPI Miccosukee 
3-l DEIS was prepared by Dames & Moore, Inc, a third party 
consultant, with the BLH Jackson District acting as the lead agency 
and the BIA Eastern Office, the joint lead agency." The report 
does not appear to contain information discussed at the public 
hearing, which concerned some people who testified, that although 
~he BLH and BIA are the lead agencies on the DEIS and supervised 
the work, the third party consultant was paid by Shell. 

Section 102 (2) (C) of NEPA requires that the impact statement 
l>e prepared by the "responsible federal official." A look at the 
list of the people who prepared the DEIS shows that the public 
~fficials who are listed as preparers of the DEIS are far 
putnumbered by what appear to be consultants. Indeed, Robert v. 
~bbsy, Bureau of Land Management, and B. D, Ott, Bureau of Indian 
~ffairs, who are listed as the responsible public officials on the 
report do not appear on the list of principal preparers of the 
?EIS, although their subordinates do. 

. Because it is unclear as to the degree of delegation that was 
given on the DEIS to third party consultants by the federal 
government, it raises questions as to whether the DEIS meets NEPA's 
most basic purpose of providing federal accountability for the 
~nvironment. We request that the BLM and BIA more fully explain 
the extent and manner ot their involvement in both the gathering 
~nd analysis of data, and the pr~paration of the DEIS itself. This 
should includa an a~planation of how the rasponoibla faderal agency 
~onducted its own independe,·,t evaluation of the information 
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fragile and unique environment. 

In short, energy efficiency and renewables are the dollars and 
sense solutions to drilling for oil in the Everglades. 
Alternatives can provide the heat, light, and mobility that we 
peed, while safeguarding out· fragile Florida environment and 
precious Everglades. For as Marjory Stoneman Douglas so 
!)eautifully put it, "There are no other Everglades in the world, 
1hey are, they have always been, one of the unique regions of the 
~arth1 remote never wholly known. Nothing anywhere else is like them ••• 11 

Prepared by: Joette Lorion, Greenpeace Advisor, 7269 SW 54 Avenue, 
~iami, Florida 33143, Phone: (305) 661-2165. 

* Attached to the comments are petitions with approximately 3,500 
' signatures against the Shell drilling proposal that were 
: collected by Greenpeace in Dade and Broward county, 

co Bruce Babbitt, secretary of the Interior 
carol Browner, Secretary of the Environmental Protection Agency 
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540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301 (904) 224-2545 Kay Allen, President 

Page 2 Mr. Abbey, Bur. Land Management 

wildlife, providing ample water 
estuaries to support fish nurseries, 
tourist industries. 

for South Florida, feeding 
and nourishing our fishing and 

You have a decision to make of considerable import. We hope -..c 
you will take the courageous stand of denying permits for oil 
drilling in the Everglades. 

Sincerely, 

~1~ 
President 
League of Homen Voters 

of Florida 
540 Beverly Court 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

.. n. M,ired on reqded poptr 

~~P~ 
Stephanie Pearson, Director 

of Natural Resources 
League of Women Voters of 

Florida 
11356 NH 3rd Place 
Coral Springs, FL 33071 

~~~-CC ~~~::~~~~~~~~=~~cc~x 
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540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301 (904) 2?1-2545 Kay Allen.I President 
April 23, 1:193 

Mr. Robert v. Abbey 
Dietrict Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

The League of Women Voters 
throughout Florida are alarmed that 
ment is seriously considering Shell 
to drill for oil in the Everglades. 

~
,lL©J~ Q ~fl), 
! ;;! 

... : APR 2 71993 \·.-· L , . 
l eu·vii«tn· ·· '" , .... L1 ·--~.1t:5".'· : ... .i::i::::~j ~-:':tt . . 

of Florida and its members 
the Bureau of Land Manage­
Oil Company's application 

The Everglades is a national treasure; a unique fragile 
ecosystem upon which life in South Florida depends. Four million 
people depend on the Everglades and the Biscayne Acquifer for their 
waterJ and that acquifer is located perilously close to the. 
proposed drilling site according to updated maps. 

91 

It is difficult to understand why the Federal government, 
which is mandated to protect the Everglades, would consider policy 
which risks destroying it. The Federal government sued the State 
of Florida because the Everglades was not being properly cared for. 
And now, a Federal agency seeks to impose more stress and grave 
potential danger on this seriously threatened land - to what 
benefit- perhaps a few days of oil. Where is the policy we were) 
promised to promote alternative energy sources and to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels? Is the answer to drill for oil in our 
most fragile ecosystem? 

261 
85 

Not only does the League of Women Voters of Florida consider 
drilling for oil in the Everglades bad policy; but we concur with 
other organizations who have ev&luated the Environmental Impact 
Study and have concluded that the maps are woefully out of date and 
many of the conclusions drawn are erroneous, 

Let us not open the door to commercialization and exploitation 
of the Everglades. We have a mammoth task ahead of us to protect 
what's left of the Everglades and to restore the Everglades so it 
will continue its functions of moderating our climate, supporting 

/ 

U Prinredon r•c,dadpopor 
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85 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MONROE COUNTY 

ltt.l llOX 500-L, Bic; l'ine Key, .1."l.33 43 

i1J:- iiobert v, abbey 
•n1strict ~ana~er 
~ureau of .Land Management 
411 ~riarwood ~rive 
Jackson, Mississipi 39206 

Hay 7th; 1993 

----;-:..; ·~ ~ 
~ ~ 1 .. r~ r; g 1~ •• i· .. : l•r.• ~ '!>_____ .. ,, . 
::1:-~-- ;: i 

!1' ,-; ,i ,.jA( j 3 1993 I L.:'J I 
I tJa.~ I 
! L f LA'iil r•·J1;.,;E1.:EHT l 

. 1 au~~~ A~! oismi~r o;HCE J near f'1r, abbey ' ... ,,,,::::--

:i·he members of our League are concerned about application or tne sne11 011 vompany for a permit to drill for oil in the .i:.verglades t'iational Park, 

li'e understand that the environmen•;al imnact statement funded 
by this company is based on out-dated miips Which have been 
used to support erroneous conclusio!Js, However, since the 
possibility of an oil spill car. never be completely ruled 
out we consider the risks implici~ in this proposal to be unwarranted. 

The .i,lorida Keys are particularly vunerable to any further 
degradation of the .i:.verglades 1·1hich are already severely 
distressed and in need of restoration. ~he waters of ~lorida 
bay are dying, in lar~e part because or. pollution stemming 
from the lack of fresh water flowing into the .i:.ver~lades. 
'.!'he degradation of this .... a.y is a set•ious threat to our economy 
tthich is dependent upon our unique environment. 

~le therefore urge You to protect c-ur fragile eco-s.ystem by refusing to grant this permit. · 

.i:<es~ectfull;y 
(_,,~yours, 

Eliza e th .--v '-6 
rres nt.c • .Lemon~~-

--------· 

-~~---=--~~ 
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• Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation 
1115 NORTH GADSDEN STREET, TALLAHASSEI!, FLORIDA 32303-6327 904,681·'2591 

Robert v. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Jackson District Office 

May 13, 1993 

411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

~ ~@ ~ 0 W ~}? 
• !; l: 1.'AY I 7 1993 (. 
L.i ••. • ••• 

i •. ------.. 1 eu~:.~~-?!.~?.r!irrl~~~·:-: : 
-·~ .•.. ::"'L'""·-... J 

on behalf of the Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation, 
Inc. (LEAF) and our members in Florida, ram submitting comments on 
the Draft .Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Shell 
western E & P Inc. (SWEPI) proposal to build an exploratory well 
and test the potential hydrocarbon bearing formations at a site 
located on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County, 
Florida. LEAF believes that the DEIS is fundamentally flawed 
because it fails to properly consider the applicability of the safe 
Drinking Water Act to this activity and erroneously concludes that 
the disposal of drilling fluids and ~tormwater is not governed by 
federal Underground rnjection control cure) rules. This conclusion 
is based on a review of the legislative history of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act and the regulations implementing that Act. 

Initially, Section 142l(d) (1) of the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
42 u.s.c. 300h et. seg. defines underground injection as the 
"subsurface emplacement of fluids by well injection." The 
legislative history of this act conveys the extent of coverage of 
activities which should be regulated as underground injection. 
House Report 93-1185 provides: 

The definition of underground injection is intended to be 
broad enough to cover any contaminant which may be put below· 
ground level and which flows or moves, whether the contaminant 
is semi-solid, liquid, sludge or any other form or state. 

This definition is not limited to the injection of wastes or 
to injection for disposal purposes; it is intended also to 
cover, among other contaminants, the injection of brines and 
the injection of contaminants for extraction or other 
purposes. 

Thus, the disposal of drilling fluids and stormwater through 
a well is indeed underground injection and should be regulated as 

· ·such. A Public lntertsl law Firm 
kccyded rape, -"·" 

0-80 

data. Regarding 40 C.F.R. 146,24 (1992), the following requirements 
are not met: a map showing the injection well and the area of 
review, including identification of all producing, injection and 
abandoned wells, dry holes, and water wells; surface bodies of 
waters, mines, residences, roads, and faults; tabulation of data on 
all wells within the area of review which penetrate the proposed 

,injection zone or formations affected by the increase in pressure; 
appropriate geological data on the injection zone and confining 
zone; geologic name and depth to bottom of all underground sources 
of drinking water which may be affected by the injection; and a 
certificate that the applicant has assured through a performance 
bond or other appropriate means, the resources necessary to close, 
plug or abandon the wall. Accordingly, protection of Underground 
Sources of Drinking Water is not adequately addressed in the DEIS. 

132 

As a separate issue, LEAF questions the applicability of 
ottshore surface water discharges to the management of drilling 
fluids (seep. 4-32). LEAF submits that EPA rules governing on 
shore surface water discharges, found at 40 C.F.R, 435,31 Subpart 
c (1992) should apply, Accordingly, because the DEIS failed to 
consider appropriate standards for management of drilling fluids, it is flawed. 

f1a 
It is axiomatic that the purpose of an Environmental Impact 

statement is to ensure that federal agencies have sufficiently 
detailed information to decide whether to proceed with action in 
light of potential environmental consequences. Given that the DEIS 
fails to evaluate the impacts associated with disposal of drilling 
and other fluid through a well and the legal implications of such 
action, LEAF submits that the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act have not been met. Until compliance with 
this law has been achieved, the action proposed in this DEIS should not proceed. 

g,n,abboy, It 

Sincerely, /J / JI 
;1'. .,f,,_.(,·~ 

B. suz?"iuhl, J.D., M.P.H. 
President 

cc: Senator Bob Graham 
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Second, in response to the intent of Congress, the u.s. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has defined "well injection" 
as the subsurface emplacements of fluids through a bored, drilled 
or driven well; or through a dug well, where·the depth of the dug 
well is greater than the largest surface dimension. 40 CFR 
144.3(1992). EPA further clarified the scope of the underground 
injection control regulations by enumerating specific exclusions in 
40 CFR 144.l(g)(2)(1992), This same section also provides a list 
of wells specifically included among those types of injection 
activities which are covered by urc regulations; however, the 
regulation clearly indicates that the list is not intended to be 
exclusive but is for clarification only, 40 CFR 144,l(g) (1) (1992). 
A review of these regulations clearly shows that the activity at 
issue is not exluded from regulation under the urc program. 

Third, the DErs erroneously relies on an incorrect 
interpretation of a Preamble to Popcsed urc rules to justify the 
exclusion of this activity from urc regulation. The DErs states 
that federal and state urc regi•lations do not apply to the 
subsurface emplacement of fluids during the construction of oil or 
gas wells, citing the preamble discussion in 41 Fed Reg. 36732 
(Aug. 31, 1976). According to the preamble, the definition of well 
injection "does not cover a situation such as the construction of 
an oil or gas production well~" Reliance on this language is 
inappropriate for several reasons. rnitially, LEAF submits that a 
preamble to a proposed regulation does not supercede current 
regulation found in 40 CFR 144 (1992), As mentioned previously, 
this activity does not fall within the enumented exclusions 
provided in 40 CFR 144,l(g)(2) (1992). 

FUrther, LEAF submits that the disposal of drilling fluid and 
stormwater through a drilled well into an interval of the Floridan 
aquifer is not part of the construction process, This emplacement 
of fluid occurs~ the construction of the oil production well, 
and is a separate, distinct activity from the withdrawal process. 
rt is uncontroverted in this case that there is subsurface 
emplacement of fluids through a bored, dr.illed or driven well, 
Accordingly, failure to apply underground injection control 
regulations to this disposal activity renders the DEIS 
fundamentally flawed. 

Ironically, while the DEIS ~isclaims responsibility for 
complying with UIC regulations, it states that the operation plan 
will incorporate many of those regulationa applicable to this type 
of activity. However, LEAF submits that those regulations 
necessary to prevent endangerment are not incorporated into the 
proposed plan of action. While th;., DEIS describes standards 
required by 40 CFR 146,22 (1992) which will be incorporated, it 
fails to indicate whether significant. additional requirements 
required by 40 C.F.R, 146,23 (1992) and 40 C.F.R, 146,24(1992) will 
also be met, rn particular, regarding 40 c.F,R. 146.23 (1992), the 
following requirements are ignored: observation of injection 
pressure, flow rate, and cumulative volume of fluid injected: 
_demonstration of mechanical integrity; and, reporting of monitored 
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915 Pine Ridge Dr. 
Plantation, Pl, JJJ17 
lr!ay 29, 199; 

Dear J,.i.,v. JJIJ-0-'c) : 

The Miccosutee have been duped by Shell Oil Co, into 
applyin~ ror an oiladrilllng ~ermit under Conversation Area 
Three. 

Oil and water don•t mixover proposed orrshore drillinf, 

Our drinking water and the Florida bay are seriously 
endangered by this proposed drilling, 

Friends ot Earth report tha~ globally 12 billion gallons 
or oil are lost through leakage, venting, spilling and 
evaporation, Any accident could add:to our problems 
downstre111J1with the bay, 

We urge that this permit be denied. 

Sin~ely, 

1-.::,J ...... ;...1 ;::;,-... e .• r-i.';,r-
Hana Rosenberg, Pull'ric Arrairs 
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One important fact concerning Florida panthers--they are elusive. 
Because of their propensity for large ranges, they move back and 
forth from private lands, public lands and the reservation(s). 
Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission (GFC) admits that 
there are more panthers than are documented with telemetry. In 
other words, we do not know how many uncollared panthers exist, 
nor do we know much about their movements or ranges. 

On p. 4-55 of the DEIS. it is stated 'Direct effects are highly 
unlikely as a result of the proposed action. since panthers are 
not known to utilize the proposed site for any stage of their 
life cycle. Indirect effects to panthers through decline in 
habitat, decreases of individual home ranges or panther 
geographic range or decreases in prey item availability is 
unlikely as well.· 

Panther activity has been monitored for more than ten years. The/ 
distribution clearly documents panther movement in the area, and 87' 
at least one male panther has used the area for dispersal. The 
panther will be directly affected by the proposed construction 
and drilling. 

• ••• The increase in activity may discourage use of the area by 
young males. but this area is not ~outinely used by 
panthers •.• The potential for collision related mortality 
resulting from increased traffic along the route would increase 
slightly during construction and drilling operations. This 
temporary increase would be expected to be negligible, as 
panthers rarely utilize this area. It is anticipated that 
drilling operations would continue 24 hours a day ••• • 

Vehicular collisions have been the leading cause of death of the 
panther. The genetic viability of the panther is so precarious 
that 'The consensus of ••• experts is that additional loss of a 
single panther, especially if it were an animal of critical 
genetic or demographic importance, could jeopardize the 
species ••• • (Warren T. Olds, Biological opinion issued by FWS, 
Service Log Number 4-1-93-217). 

The involvement of the Department of the Interior's own BLM, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) via the Miccosukee tribe and the 
FWS creates what appears to be a conflict of interest. By BLM's 
managing land and mineral rights and BIA negotiating contracts 
with multi-national gas and oil corporations for the benefit 
of the Miccosukee tribe and FWS actively pursuing a multi-million 
dollar habitat protection plan to implement, a conflict of 
interest arises. How can DOI resolve the problem of it's own 
agencies working on individual projects and balance intra-agency 
cooperation when addressing pertinent overlaps? The situation is 

? 
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May 17, 1993 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
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SAVErnE ,~,­
FLORIDA~--- · PANTHER..,. · 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

11 II 12 l" 0 W 1.t:• '. 

In accordance with a request for-public comment on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Shell 
Western E&P Inc. (SWEPI) Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well on the 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida, we submit 
the following comments. (These comments are to supplement our 
oral comments presented at the public hearing held in Fort 
Lauderdale in April 1993.) 

The DEIS for the proposed activity on the Miccosukee Reservation 
can only be viewed as an empty--though costly--attempt to placate 
the public. The DEIS is full of discrepancies and excludes 
compelling, current and comprehensive data that would clearly 
cause the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to deny the SWEPI 
proposal due to flagrant violations of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973 (Act) and glaring miscommunication (or lack of intra­
agency cooperation) among several pertinent agencies within the 
Department of the Interior (DOI). Please refer to the DOI United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) joint Draft Florida 
Panther Habitat Protection Plan (Plan). 

The DEIS fails to adequately address the• potential impact on 
wildlife species. Panthers have been documented to leave an 
area when humans arrive. The activities associated with 
exploration and drilling will certainly modify the normal 
behavior of Florida panthers and other endangered or listed 
species. Human presence in the hunting season is enough to drive 
panthers from their home ranges--it is obvious that seismic 
testing, workers, vehicles, construction and all manner of 
disturbance will accompany this project. 

The point of listing a mammal on the endangered species list is 
not to keep it listed, but to bring about the recovery of the 
taxon. This includes preserving, protecting and properly 
managing habitat. Habitat comes in varying degrees of 
suitability--and although the site (pasture) is improved, 
panthers do utilize the area as a movement corridor 
connecting home range and for dispersal of young panthers. 

SAVE THE FLORIDA FANTHEK. INC. 
P.O.BOX 22369 !'T. LAUDl!:RDALr:. FL 33335•2369 

1•800·& l'LA CAT 
(305) 524•1839 FAX (305) 524·1839 
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replete with conflict with the mineral rights of US Trust land 
held by the US for the Miccosukee tribe also being part of 
imperative habitat included in the FWS DHPP. While agencies 
must be responsible to the DOI for their actions, the panther's 
chances for survival are rapidly vani~hing because one hand does 
not know what the other is doing. 

It must be noted that the Miccosukee Tribe and Reservation is 
subject to federal law. 'The land is held in trust by the United 
States Government for the benefit of the Miccosukee Tribe. All 
lands are managed as 'trust resources• and require development 
for the economic benefit of the Reservation while protecting the 
resources for future generations. Reservation lands are managed 
for improved pasture (irrigated), wildlife habitat, and some 
citrus production. 

'Although not specifically managed for the Florida panther and 
other endangered species, the Miccosu~oe Reservation is subject 
to all Federal endangered species regulations.• Florida Panther 
Habitat Protection Plan, February 1993, Appendix A at A-4. 
[emphasis added.) 

It has been repeated over the years during public hearings held 
from Boston to San Francisco to Key West--drilling is an 
unacceptable risk, even with best available technology. There is 
no difference in the public sentiment regarding drilling in the 
Everglades/Miccosukee Reservation--even though the political 
situation is uncomfortable. 

The bottom line is that the risks which accompany any operation 
such as this far outweigh the benefits from a contract for 
eMploration. 

Save the Florida Panther makes the following recommendations: 

88 l 
1) Based on comprehensive telemetry data maps from a ten year 

study conducted by the GFC, we recommend that the BLM 
acknowledge that a formal consultation under Section 7 is in 
order to review the proposed project's impact on the 
endangered Florida panther. 

891 
Further, the BLM and BIA must commit to over-see benign, 
non-consumptive land-use on the Reservation because of 
documented panther range. Matters of endangered species 
preservation must be siveri priority when activities are 
proposed which are inconsistent with recovery, specifically 
that of the Florida panther. 
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2) Review the Florida Panther Habitat Protection Plan. This I 
will familiarize the lead agencies (BLM and BIA) with 
pertinent sections of the Act and will provide the awareness 8~ 
that applying for the required permit to take panthers in 
order to explore and drill will prove to be an 
insurmountable obstacle to drilling in documented panther 
range. 

3) Create an advisory committee comprised of members of private'.::c 
and public environmental and scientific organizations to act· 
as independent advisors to the Miccosukee (and Seminole) 
tribes concerning matters of environmental stress and impact·" 
on natural systems and listed species. 

4) Finally, we recommend that due to strong opposition to this 
proposal from the public, the BLM is compelled to deny 
SWEPI's proposal to explore and drill for oil in this 
crucial habitat and near Conservation Area 3. 

Exploration cannot be justified on the grounds that drilling is 
currently under way in Big Cypress National Preserve. Any 
additional disturbance in or around panther habitat must not be 
allowed to be repeated and will not'be tolerated. 

.. We thank you for the-opportunity to comment on the DEIS. 

Sincerely, 

r~ 
Catherine S. D,et,s 
Acting Executfve Director 

cc: Mr. Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior 
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SIERRA 
CLUB 

BROWARD COUNTY GROUP 

May 18, 1993 

Official Technical Comments 
Concerning Mlccosukee Test Well #3-1 

Proposed by Shell Western E & P 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Broward County Group of Sierra Club 
Larry Marvel, Conservation Chair 

(305)742-0495 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Shell's proposed Miccosukee 
Test Well #3-1 is fatally flawed and, thus, does not meet the requirements of the 
National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). Until all requirements of NEPA are met, 
the proposed action must not take place. Deficiencies are described below: 
AlrOualily 
• The gas flaring procedure was improperly evaluated. Dispersion of heavy metals 

and other contaminants needs further review., 

• No air pollution monitoring was proposed. No baseline data was taken. No 
pollution modelling or prediction were undertaken. 

Construction -
• The transportation, storage, and toxicity of the on site chemicals In not fully 

evaluated. 

• Long term evaluation of future migration of chemical, brine, petroleum and other 
contaminants is not fully evaluated nor are long term monitoring programs 
proposed. 

Cumulaflye Impacts 

/1 
fa1 

f33 
The impact of the proposed action taken in conjunction with other ;;;:;:,acts on the 
Everglades ecosystem is not fully explored. Obviously, a tremendous number of 
problems have occurred before this well was conceived, so the addition of the 
proposed wall's impacts must be evaluated in combination wilh ail other Impacts to 
get a clear understanding of the effects on the environment. 

/13 

o.-J.111 ... _ 
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-::;SCI~~RA. ;:: 
LUB 

.:·-:' =· •• ,::· ....• ::.·-.. :~: 

· .. Mr. 'ri~tiert v~ "Abbey : .. 
.. :rnstrl9t,Manager .: . :. . 
.. · Bureau :of-Land Management 
:·.411.Briaiwood-Orive, Suite 404 
· . J~ckson;· MJs~ls~lppl. 39296 

Dear Mr: °Ab~ey, 

(f) February 12, 1992 

Larry Marvet 
Conservation Chair 
9437 N.W. 45th Street 
Sunrise, Florida 33351 
(305)742-0495 home 
(305)475-6164 work 

I have attached the official written comments of. the Broward Group of 
the Sierra Club concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on 
the proposed Shell Western E & P, Incorporated Test Well #3-1. If you have 
any quel!tions, please call me at the above numbers. 

•:, 

Slncerelv, 

~7~ 
· · Larry Marvet 

· Conservation ·Chair 
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Needs Assessment 

I • The decision to reject the No Action Alternative because ii does not meet the 
objectives of the project Is an Improper restriction of the alternatives. This restriction 

8 can only lead lo one choice, drllllng, though the tr..ie objective Is to obtain energy 
for consumers. Thus, alternative energy sources, conservation, etc. must be 
considered. 

M2i.u 

I • The effects of noise on wildlife are inadequately evaluated. Only low constant 
6 4 engine noise is even superficially covered. Sharp, high pitched noises-typically 

disruptive to wildlife-will be ger.erated yet are not evaluated. 
Segmentation 151 " The decision to segment this exploratory well from future production wells Is 

flawed. Knowledge of the geology through nearby drllllng projects and seismic 
6 6 date Is extensive. Shell would not undertake this project In such e sensitive place 

unless the success probablllty was high. The EIS must be rewritten to Include the 
production scenario. . 

' 

Socloeconomfc Anafvsls 
6 7 • Analysis of impacts of the well operation on nearby communities Is inadequate. 
~ as,· 

88 
The potential effects on wildlife, especially the listed species, is Inadequate, 
bordering on Irresponsibility. Though Florida panthers-possibly the most 
endangered animal in the USA-are known to visit the area, the Impact on them is 
given little consideration. The same goes for the other listed animal. 

Wetlands 

7 3 f · The vegetation report was done at the peak of a drought and Is not representative 
of the true character of the area. · 

7 4f • No consideration was given of the vegetation near Snake Road. 
Water Quality 

311 · 
27 

34,. 

Effects of the proposed action on the Biscayne Aquifer are not addressed through a 
determination that the aquifer is far from tt,e site. Yet the actual location of the 
aquifer is In dispute and two dimensional spill modelling Is certainly a simplification 
of the entire system. Considering that the Biscayne Aquifer Is designated the •sore 
source" of drinking water for South Florida pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Subsection 1424 (e), it is unconscionable that a more detailed and exact analysis 
was not undertaken. Additlonally, the Environmental Protection Agency must be 
consulted and asked to make a ·sole source review• of the action. 

Effects on both the Floridan and Gray Limestone aquifers were Inadequately 
evaluated. Both aquifers are potential sources of fresh water and must be assessed 
as such. South Florida Is short on fresh water at this writing, and the use of the 
Floridan and Gray Limestone aquifers Is certainly foreseeable. 
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BROW~fil> COUNTY 

JOHN P. HART. COMMISSIONER 
Board of County Commissioners MW•Wi 

(305) 357-7003 • FAX (305) 357.7295 

April 14, 1993 .fo)r.UJ w il\\' 
1\J\} APR I 4 19'::r. · . I Mr. Robert v. Abbey, District Manager 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 I I•·-····-···· mi\~.·.:• r~ L!. . ' .. .. _ -· ······. 

SUBJECT: Shell Western E & P Proposed Exploratory Oil Well 
Broward county, Florida - Draft Environmental Impact 
statement 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

This letter constitutes preliminary comments by Broward 
concerning the above-referenced Draft Environmental 
statement (DEIS). Detailed comments will be offered prior 
May 18, 1993 comment period deadline. 

County 
Impact 
to the 

In my January 23, 1992 letter to Mr. Sid Vogelpohl of your agency, 
and in my appearance before the panel at the public hearing on that 
date, a number of concerns were expressed which pointed out the 
need for an in-depth analysis of the possible impacts of this 
project. These issues included: ' 

* 

* 

* 

The potential for water quality impacts to the aquifers of 
South Florida; 

Possible surface water contamination of the Water Conservation 
Areas and associated canals; 

Adverse impac"t!3 to wetlands and wildlife as a result of the 
proposed activities; 

• The potential for emissions of process contaminants into the 
ambient air stream during the project; 

• The necessity for analysis of the cumulative impacts of the 
work, and the use of "worst-case" scenarios in the study; 

• An evaluation of the benefits of the project to the people of 
South Florida, as well as an estimate of the environmental 
risks involved. 

We believe that none of the above concerns has been adequately 
addressed in the DEIS, and that the document is deficient, both 
fundamentally and specifically, in its fulfillment of NEPA 
requirements. The remainder of this letter will briefly outline 
our objections. 
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The DEIS is technically de:ticient in the following specific area;i, 
among others: 

* Air Quality. 

0 

0 

There is little evaluation of the gas flaring procedure. 
Poor combustion could result in dispersion of metals such 
as mercury and cadmium, oily particulates, and other 
combustion products over a wide area around the burn pit. 
This is a demonstrated phenomenon. 

There is no explanation on how the design of the burn pit 
will mitigate air impacts. Data should be collected 
which will measure actual air quality effects. These 
should include particulate monitors, metals analysis of 
flare fallout, volatile organic compounds, etc. The 
document did not contain predictive air pollution 
modelling, and indeed dismisses the possibility of 
measurable air pollution altog~ther, citing the proximity 
of the highway. The presence of a b~gbway nearby does 
not relieve SWEPI of the responsibility under HEPA to 
examine the potential for the discharge of toxic air 
pollutants from the proj9ct. 

7 

Waste Management. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Storage and disposal of drill cuttings is not 
sufficiently examined. The cuttings, which are judged 
dangerous enough to warrant storage in a lined 17 6 
containment area, may not be appropriate material for 
disposal either on Miccosukee land or in a Broward County 
landfill. 

Specifications for the plastic liner are contradictory in , 
the docu11Jent. On some pages, the minimum liner thickness 

79 is required to be 12 mils, and in other sections, it is 
specified as 20 mils. Consistency and standardization of 
requirements is important to avoid confusion. 

There are no explanations or drawings to indicate how' 
drill cuttings get from the drilling rig/mud system to 
the storage area without contamination of the intervening 80 
space with drilling fluids and downhole materials. 

The bermed "water retention area" was designed for a I 
three-day, 100-year precipitation event, which would 35 
total 12 inches of rainfall in the three days. In fact, 
rainfall amounts in some Broward County locations have 
exceeded this amount several times in recent years. · ·· 
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The DEIS is fundamentally~ in the following ways: 

22r 
·* 

13 

15 

ar 
61f* 

251' 
621* 

* 
8 

9 

The need for the proposed action is not only not established, 
it is not even addressed. It is highly doubtful that a 
discovery of oil and/or gas in this sensitive ecosystem will 
contribute significantly to the United States• oil reserves. 

The cumulative impacts of the action are not examined. If a 
discovery is made, this very well would become a production 
well, and many more would be drilled. The argument 
"disconnecting" or "segmenting" this 11wildcat well" from 
consideration of future actions is specious. With wells 
producing from the Sunniland formation in relative proximity 
to the site, and with thorough seismic data from the area, the 
proposed well is no wildcat, and consequences of a discovery 
must be addressed in detail. On the other hand, if the 
chances of discovery are as sliqht as claimed, it is difficult 
to understand why millions are being spent on this test well. 
A seven percent chance of discovery is certainly not worth the 
expense or the environmental rh;ks involved. 

The blithe dismissal of the no-action alternative violates the 
requirements of Section 1502 .14 (d) of NEPA, which mandates its 
consideration. Analysis of this alternative would force a 
demonstration of project need. 

No effort was made to enlist EPA ,;is a cooperating Agency, 
which would utilize EPA 1 s expertise in many of the considered 
criteria. 

As if prepared in a vacuum, the DEIS makes no reference to the 
potential water level and water delivery changes which may 
occur as a result of the 11pcoming Everglades Restoration 
Project. such changes could have a dramatic impact on the 
hydrology, vegetation, ~nd wildlife at the project site. 

The consultant's Disclosure statement, required by NEPA 
section 1506.S(c), is omitted from the document. 

The document as a whole fails to consider the range of 
reasonable alternatives and fails to objectively analyze the 
impacts of the proposed action under worst-case scenarios, as 
required by NEPA. The analysis must include the "No-Action" 
alternative, and it must include an evaluation of the wide­
ranging impacts of a discovery by this test-cum-production 
well. In its present form, this DEIS is nothing more than an 
attempt to justify the proposed action, and it certainly does 
not fulfill NEPA mandates. 
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35f 

sf 
When (not if) rainfall exceeds the document's "worst­
case" estimates, the site will be flooded and 
contaminated stormwater will be discharged. 

How will excess drilling fluids be injected into the 
boulder zone? Where are the injection wells? How much 
oil and other contaminants will be allowed in the 
injected fluids? We have serious concerns about disposal 
into the boulder zone of unspecified materials -­
materials which may be classifiable as hazardous waste. 

* Well Construction 

sf 
0 

69 

There is insufficient discussion of the composition, 
transport, and storage of drilling fluid components. 
Many of the possible ingredients of drilling mud are 
considered toxic in concentrated form. How will the 
chemicals be transported to the site? How will they be 
stored? Exactly what chemicals, and in what quantities, 
will be utilized? 

In other areas, abandoned oil and gas wells are leaking 
brine, petroleum product, and other chemicals. In fact, 
the DEIS mentions that two wells in the nearby Raccoon 
Field developed casing leaks. What assurances do we have 
that this well will not develop leaks, either during the 
project or long after abandonment? How will SWEPI 
address future leaks and contamination? Will SWEPI 
commit to future monitoring and cleanup? Have 
contamination assessments been performed on abandoned 
well sites in Florida? What were the results? These 
issues must be addressed in the document. 

* Wetlands and Wildli:te. 

731 
o The fieldwork for Appendix A-5, Vegetation Report, was 

conducted during November and December, 1989, which was 
the dry season, and at the peak of a three-year drought. 
Vegetation and hydrology likely were very different then 
than now. Since the Corps of Engineers• jurisdictional 
determination is due to eypire in June, 1993, a revised 
jurisdictional determinat lon must be performed, which may 
result in a reclassirlcation by the Corps of the 
vegetation in the vicinity. 
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0 

0 

0 

The vegetation maps in the DEIS are not based on Appendix 
A-5, Vegetation Report, but rather on a separate study 
done by the consultant. This study, based on aerial 
photography and ground-truthing, did not even consider 174 
vegetation adjacent to snake Road, upon which every 
truckload and drumfull of fuel, lubricant, hydraulic 
fluid, mud chemical, and waste product will be 
transported. 

The ecological signif.icance of this acetone (transitional I 
area) between the WCA and the Big Cypress is downplayed ~() 
in the document. Ecotones are highly productive and are 
vital to indigenous wildlife. 

In the DEIS, two endangered Florida panthers were 
documented in the vicinity of the project. The document 
predicts "negligible" impact to this barely tenable 
species. It is the accumulation of such "negligible" I 87 
impacts that has led to the dramatic decline of this 
wide-ranging animal. can the panther population survive 
another "negligible" impact? Should we find out? 

In addition to the panther, the Everglades Snail Xiti, 
the Wood Stork, the Eastern Indigo Snake, and several 
other listed species utrilize nearby areas as habitat 
and/or feeding areas. The document does not adequately IBE> 
address the potential impacts on these animals of worst 
case spill/discharge scenarios. Broward county feels 
that any impact on endangered species is sufficient to 
preclude this project, the benefits of which have not 
been established. 

* water Resources. 

0 
The document states that the Biscayne Aquifer, the sole 
source of south Florida's drinking water, lies 5 to 10 
miles from the project site. This statement is based on 
the map in the document that dates from 1978. A 1987 map I 
and study by the USGS show the western edge of the 2 E, . 
aquifer only· 2 to 3 miles east of the site. This 
discrepancy in the analysis means that the impact 
evaluati9n does not accurately reflect potential effects 
of a spill or discharge. In fact, the spill scenarios 
and dispersion models used in the document are wholly 
inadequate to predict the effects on the Biscayne and I 
other aquifers in the area, and on the overlying WCA. 31 
Realistic worst-case spills, weather events, and long-
term leakage scenarios are not examined, either for this 
one test well or for the inevitable expansion of 
activities upon discovery. 

LG-7 

Mr. Robert v. Abbey 
April 14, 1993 
Page 7 

Mr. Abbey, you may take my word 1'.or it when I say that 1'.ew 
responsible people in Broward County regard the Everglades 
landscape as "monotonous" or "boring". In fact, we regard the 
Everglades as in part defining what South Florida is, and one of 
its essential and beautiful components. And we are not alone in 
this assessment. Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbit has made 
protection, restoration, and enhancement of the Everglades a "top 
priority" of his agency. I sincerely hope that this proposal is 
not representative of the Department of the Interior's "concern" 
for the Everglades. The document regards the risks as "minimal". 
I say to you that risks considered minimal in many other areas of 
the country are magni1'.ied greatly when applied to our precious 
Everglades. 

This DEIS does not address the concerRs tha~ I expressed to you on 
January 23, 1992. This document does not adequately assess the 
impacts of this action; indeed it in no way justifies proceeding 
with the action. This project will provide virtually no benefits 
to the majority of South Florida residents and visitors, and will 
place an extremely sensitive, irreplaceable, and already damaged 
ecosystem in greater danger. Divorcing this test well from the 
consequences of what will follow, should the test succeed, defies 
all logic. It is doubtful that SWEPI.is spending $5 million to 
install this well based on a seven percent chance of discovery. 
Sophisticated seismic studies and evaluations of nearby producing 
fields have surely indicated a likelihood of discovery far greater 
than that claimed in the DEIS. When that discovery occurs, this 
well will become a production well, and it will be joined by 
several, perhaps many, more. This document must be expanded to 
include analyses of the impacts of these very likely activities. 
Until this occurs, Broward County will continue to object to this 
project in the most strenuous terms. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. 

Commissioners 

~~~~;_=--=,~~~~~--==--~~~~---=?==---~-:-·~-::~=-:=--=~~~·~-0=-· .- cc:· -- --
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E>4 

75 

* 

E>7 

o The Floridan and Gray Lime:ctone aquifers, possible future 
sources of potable water for South Florida, are treated 
as expendable repositories for unspecified wastes. This 
cavalier treatment of our most important resources is 
inexcusable in a document of this magnitude. 

o The hydrology analysis fails to appreciate that the 
canals in the area are indeed water conveyance systems 
and do not "limit water flow'' as claimed in the document. 
A spill or discharge into one or more of these canals is 
relatively likely. The document does not detail cleanup 
methods or procedures, or offer mitigation with respect 
to spills. 

Noise and Visual Resources. 

o These sections of the document are superficial and 
contradictory. The noises generated are stated as likely 
to be sharp, high frequency noises, while the impacts are 
assessed based on the effect on wildlife of low, constant 
engine noises, which are less disruptive. 

o The analysis of visual resources fails to note the 
intuitively obvious fact that, even in the presence of 
some buildings and billboards, a 170 foot tall, well-lit 
tower with a 30 foot high working platform will be a 
visual spectacle for miles, especially at night. 
Interestingly, there is very little analysis on the 

.visual impact of the project on wildlife. 

Socioeconomic Analysis. 

0 The socioeconomic analysis is superficial and totally 
inadequate. There is no discussion of where the skilled 
workers will com~ from, where they will live, where they 
will buy food and supplies, and how their activities will 
impact neighboring communities. Without an examination 
of the services necessary to support the drilling 
operations, it is impossible to effectively assess the 
potential socioeconomic impacts from the proposed action. 

Conclusions. 

Perhaps the best testimony for the philosophy which has evidently 
governed the preparation of t.nis DEIS is a quote from the Visual 
Resources section: "• •• othr,r observers may not perceive any 
reduction in visual quality ~nd may even consider the rig a novel 
sight adding variety to an otherwise monotonous, boring landscape". 
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Mr. Robert V. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Fort louderdole, Fl 33394 
(305) 765-5181 • FAX(305) 765-5198 

m mowmlii) 
lJO MAY 2 I 1993 ~ 

RB: Shell Western E & P Proposed Exploratory Well 
Broward County, Florida- Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

The Depanment of Natural Resource Protection (Depanment) has reviewed the above-referenced 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and fmds that this document does not adequately 
address the potential impacts of this proposed well drilling operation on the south Florida 
environment. /' 

Among the issues that require a more in-depth analys!s of their potential impacts are: 

• The potential for emissions of process contaminants into the ambient air stream 
during the project; 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

The potential for water quality impacts to !lie aquifers of south Florida; 

Possible surface water contamination of the Water Conservation Areas and associated 
canals; 

Adverse impacts to wetlands and wildlife as a result of the proposed activities; 

The necessity for analysis of the cumulative impacts of the work, and the use of "worst­
case• scenarios in the study; 

An evaluation of the benefits of the project to the people of South Florida, as well 
as an estimate of the envir.:,nmental risks Jnvolvod; 

IIOWAIO COUNJY IOARD Of COUNTY COMMlSStOHHS • An laual ODDGltunltv 
Scotn Cowan Suzanna·· -- - -- ~--------. lmplorerondPto'tklerofSeNlce1 

N. ~ JOM P. Hori lOliNonc:e Pomsh $yMo Poll• John'E. Roast,om,Jt. -ca..GCSF. 1~ 
W•.,_ Bulldlng A FutuN For You, FatnUy, And Yow Bu•tn.•.. - -

~--=·-· 
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Without the appropriate level of infonnation on these subjects, we do not believe that the Bureau 
of Land Management can make an intelligent decision on this proposed action and certainly 
cannot approve it in good faith. 

In order to fulfil the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, these issues must 
be adequately addressed. An outline of our objections follows. 

The Draft Environmental Inipact Statement (alts to adegnate!y address the following: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Not only has the need Cor the proposed action not been establlsbed, it is not I 
even addressed. It is highly doubtful that a discovery of oil and/or gas in this 2 2 
sensitive ecosystem will contribute significantly to the United States' oil reserves; 

Section 1502.14(d} of NEPA mandates the consideration of the no-action I 
alternative. The DEIS dismisses this al!efDative in violation of this section; 8 
The Consultant's Disclosure Statement, required by NEPA Section 1506.S(c), I 62 
is omitted from the document; , 

No effort was made to enlist the Envlromneotal Protection Aiency (EPA) as I 
a Cooperatlo& Agency, which would utiliz.c EPA's expertise in many of the 61 
considered criteria. 

The upcoming Everglades Restoration Project may result in changes to the water 
levels and water delivery schedules. Such changes could have a dramatic impact I 
on the hydrology, vegetation, and wildlife at the project site. No reference to 2 5 
the Everglades Restoration Project or its potential impact on the SWEPI project 
area is discussed. 

The cumulative Impacts or the action are not examined. If a discovery is 
made, this very well ·would become a production well, and many more would be 
drilled. The argument "discoMecting• and •segmenting" this "wildcat well" from 
consideration of future actions is specious. With wells producing from the 
Sunniland fonnation in relative proximity to the site, and with thorough seismic 
data from the area, the proposed well is no wildcat, and consequences of a I 15 
discovery must be addressed in derail. On the other hand, if the chances of 
discovery arc as slight as claimed, is it difficult to understand why millions of 
dollars arc being spent on this test well. A seven percent (7%) chance of 
di~very is certainly not worth the expenses or the environmental risks involved. 
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0 

There arc no explanations or drawings to indicate how drill cuttings get from the , B Q 
drilling rig/mud system to the storage area without contamination of the 
intervening space with drilling fluids and downholc materials. 

The benned "water retention area• was designed for a three-day, 100-year , 
precipitation event, which would total 12 inches of rainfall in the three days. In 3 5 
fact, rainfall amounts In some Broward County locations have exceeded this 
amount several times in recent years. 

When (not if} rainfall exceeds the document's •worst-case• estimates, the site will 
be flooded and contaminated stonnwater will be discharged, 

How will excess drilling fluids be injected into the boulder zone? Where are the I 
Injection wells? How much oil and other contaminants will be allowed in the 3 2 
injected fluids? We have serious concerns about disposal Into the boulder zone 
of unspecified materials - materials which may be classifiable as hazardous 
waste. , 

WELL CONSTRUCTION 

0 

0 

There is insufficient discussion of the composition, transport, and storage of I 
drilling fluid components. Many of the possible ingredients of drilling mud are 
considered toxic In concentrated fonn. How will the chemicals be transported to 81 
the site? How will they be stored? Exactly what chemicals, and in what 
quantities, will be utilized? 

In other areas, abandoned oil and gas wells are leaking brine, petroleum product, 
and other chemicals. In fact, the DEIS mentions that two wells In the nearby 
Raccoon Field developed casing leaks. What assurances do we have that this well 
will not develop leaks, either during the project or long after abandonment? How I g 
will SWEPI address future leaks and contamination? Will SWEPI commit to 6 
future monitoring and cleanup? Have contamination assessments been perfonned 
on abandoned well sites in Florida? What were the results? These issues must 
be addressed in the document. 
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8 

0 The document as a whole Calls to consider the range or reasonable alternatives 
and fails to objectively analyze the impacts of the proposed action under worst­
case scenarios, as required by NEPA. The analysis must include the "No-Action• 
alternative, and it must include an evaluation of the wide-ranging impacts of a 
discovery by this test-cum-production well. As presently written, this DEIS Is 
nothing more than an attempt to Justify the proposed action, and it certalnly 
does not fulfil NEPA mandates. 

The DmS is teclmlcaHy deficient in the following specific areas, among others: 

7 

76 

Am QUALITY 

0 There is little evaluation of the gas-flaring procedure. Poor combustion could 
result in dispersion of metals such as mercury and cadmium, oily particulates, and 
other combustion products over a wide area around the bum pit. 1bis ls a 
demonstrated phenomenon. 

o There ls no explanation on how the design of the bum pit will mitigate air 
impacts. Data should be collected which will measure actual air quality effects. 
These should include particulate moniton, metals analysis of flare fallout, volatile 
organic compounds, etc. The document did not contain pn:dictivc air pollution 
modelling, and indeed dismfases the possibility of measurable air pollution 
altogether, citing the proximity of the highway. The presence or a highway 
nearby does not relieve SW?..PI of the responslblllty under NEPA to examine 
the potential for the discharge or air pollutants from the project. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

0 Storage and disposal of drill cuttings ls not sufficiently examined. The cuttings, 
which are judged dangerous enough to warrant storage in a lined containment 
area, may not be appropriate material for disposal either on Miccosuee land or 
in a Broward County landfill. 

1f 
Specifications for the plastic liner are contradictory in the document. On some 
pages, the minimum liner thickness Is required to be 12 mils, and in other 
sections, it is specified as 20 mils. Cr,nsistcncy and standardization of 
requirements is important to avoid confusion. 
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WETIANDS AND WILDLIFE 

7:1 

7;1 

gal 
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The fieldwork for Appendix A-5, Vegetation Report, was conducted during 
November and December, 1989, whic', was the dry season, and at the peak of a 
three-year drought. It is likely lhl!t the vegetation and hydrology were very 
different then than now. Since the Corps of Engineers' jurisdictional 
detennination is due to expire in June, 1993, a revised jurisdictional 
dctennination must be perfonned, which may result In a reclassification by the 
Corps of the vegetation ln the vicil'ity. 

The vegetation maps In the DEIS are not based on Appendix A-5, Vegetation 
Report, but rather on a separate study done by the consultant. 1bis study, based 
on aerial photography and ground-trothing, did not even consider vegetation 
adjacent to Snalce Road, upon which ~very truckload and drumfull of fuel, 
lubricant, hydraulic flui~, mud chcmi~, and waste product will be transported. 

The ecological significance of the r"cotonc (transitional area) between the WCA 
and the Big Cypress is down pl:syed, in the document. E.cotones are highly 
productive and are vital to indigenous wildlife. 

In the DEIS, two enilangcred Florida panthers were documented In the vicinity 
of the project. The document predicts "negligible" impact to this barely tenable 
species. It ls the accumulation of such "negligible" Impacts that has led to the 
dramatic decline of this wide-ranging animal, Can the panther population survive 
another "negligible" impact? Should we find out? 

In addition to the panther, the Everglades Snail Kite, the Wood Stork, the Eastern 
Indigo Snalce, and several other listed species uti.li7.e nearby areas as habitat 
and/or feeding areas. The document docs not adequately address the potential 
impacts on these animals of worst l".ast spiWdischarge scenarios. Broward 
County feels that any Impact on endangered species ls sufficient to preclude this 
project, the benefits of which have not been established. 

_ ... --~,---... ~."····.y .. .-,h'""" c··.:~tr, 
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WATER RFSOURCFS 

0 

0 

The document states that the Biscayne Aquifer, the sole source of southeast 
Florida's drinking water, lies 5 to 10 miles from the project site. This statement 
is based on the map in the document that dates from 1978. A 1987 map and 
study by the USGS show the western edge of the aquifer only 2 to 3 miles east 
of the site. This discrepancy in the analysis means that the impact evaluation 
does not accurately reflect potential effects of a spill or discharge. In fact, the 
spill scenarios and dispersion models used in the document arc wholly inadequate 
to predict the effects on the Biscayne and other aquifers in the area, and on the 
overlying WCA. Realistic worst-case spills, weather events, and long-term 
leakage scenarios are not examined, either for this one test well or for the 
inevitable expansion of activities upon discovery. 

The Floridan and Gray Limestone aqulf~. possible future sources of potable 
water for South Florida; arc treated as expendable repositories for unspecified 
wastes. This cavalier treatment of our most important resources is inexcusable 
in a document of this magnitude. ' 

o The hydrology analysis fails to appreciate that the canals in the area arc indeed 
water conveyance systems and do not "limit water flow• as claimed in the 
document. A spill or discharge into one or more of these canals is relatively 
likely. The document does not detail cleanup methods or procedures, or offer 
mitigation with respect to spills. 

NOISE AND VISUAL RFSOURCFS 

0 
These sections of the document are superficial a.'ld contradictory. The noises 
generated are stated as likely to be sharp, high frequency noises, while the 
impacts are asses~ based on the effect on wildlife of low, constant engine 
noises, which arc less disruptive. 

26 

131 

134 

36 

164 
0 

In the presence of some buildings and billboards, a 170 foot tall, well-lit tower 
with a 30 foot high working platform will be a visual spectacle for miles, I 
especially at night. Interestingly, there is very little analysis on the visual impact 7 5 
of the project on wildlife. 
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South Florida residents and visitors, and will place an extremely sensitive, irreplaceable, and 
already damaged ecosystem in greater danger. Divorcing this test wen from the consequences 
of what Will follow, should the test succeed, defies all logic. It is doubtful that SWEJ>r is 
SJ)ending $5 million to install this well based on a seven J)Cl'Cent chance of dlscovey. 
Sophisticated seismic studies and evaluations of neart,y Producing fields have surely indicated , ....._,,""°""""'.._""" .... -.,"•,om,. - ""'""°""" """'· lhJs wen Will become a Production w-,11, and it will b: joined by several, .PCmaps many, more. 

Thi, -- m~, be .._,., • """' ""'"' of •, Im""' of - "'Y ti.ldy activities. Broward County is deeply concerned by the proposal and the caviller manner in which It is being assessed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this document. 

Sincerely, 

?nu Ct-. ffXLu-;u. 
Mira Barer 
Director 

c: County Administrator B. Jack Osterholt 
Commissioner John P. Hart 
Commissioner Suzanne N. Gunzburger 
Commissioner Gerald F. Thompson 
Commissioner Sylvia Poitier 
Commissioner John E. Rodstrom, Jr. 
Commissioner Lori Nance Parrish . 
Commissioner Scott I. Cowan 
Assistant County Attorney .Barbara Monahan 

Chair Bruce Ownby/Natural Resource Protection Advisory Board 
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The socioeconomic analysis is superficial and totally inadequate. There Is no 
discussion of where the skilled workers will come from, where they will live, 
where they will buy food and supplies, and how their activities will Impact 
neighboring communities. Without an examination of the services necessary to 
support the drilling operations, it is impossible to effectively assess the potential 
socioeconomic impacts from the proposed action. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Perhaps the best testimony for the philosophy which has evidently governed the preparation of 
this DEIS is a quote from the Visual Resources section: • ... other obse"ers may not perceive 
any reduction In visual quallty and may even consider the rig a novel sl&ht adding variety 
to an otherwise monotonous, boring landscape•. 

Few responsible people in Broward County regard the Everglades landscape as •monotonous• 
or "boring". In fact, we regard the Everglades as in part defining what South Florida Is, and 
one of its essential and beautiful components. And we are not alone in this assessmenL 
Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbit has made protection, restoration, and enhancement of the 
Everglades a "top priority" of his Agency. We sincerely hope that this proposal is not 
representative of the Department of the Interior's "concern• for the Everglades. The document 
regards the risks as "minimal". Risks considered minimal in many other areas of the coun!I)' 
are magnified greatly when applied to our precious Everglades. 

This document does not adequately assess the impacts of this action; indeed it in no way justifies 
proceeding with the action. This project will provide virtual!:,, no benefits to the majority of 
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Re: BUREAU Of UNO MA!IAGEMEHT 

I JACKSON DISTRICT OFFJ« Shall Western B, P Propos,d Bxploratory Well 
Broward County, Florida ··- Draft BIS 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

In addition to the comments submitted by the Department of Natural 
Resource Protection, Broward County would like to submit the 
following comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) submitted by Shell Western E & P Inc. (Shell). The DEIS 
fails to meet the requirements of Environmental Impact statements 
imposed by the National Environmental Policy Act in the following areas: 

The DBIS only sets torth the ettects ot the 
eXploratory well, without taking into consideration 
the environmental effects which will occur it oil 
is discovered and production ensues. 

Shell's tailure to consider the ettect of oil development in the 
area is contrary to the holding of the court in ~onner y, Burfol'Jl, 
848 F,2d 1441, 1450-1451 (9th Cir. 1988). While recognizing the 
speculative nature of oil exploration, the court in~. held 
that an EIS assessing the full environmental consequences ot 
development must be prepared prior to exploration. The decision to 
approve now and ask questions later is precisely the type ot 
environmentally blind decision-making the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) was designed to avoid. Pursuant to the holding 
in ~' Shell is required to consider the ettects ot oil production at the exploratory stage. 

Reterring to the short-term exploratory drilling operation, Shell's 
DEIS states that any "(iJmpacts that would occur would be 
insigniticant because ot their short-term nature and/or their low 
magnitude of disturbance to the human or natural environment." It 
oil is discovered, however, the effect on the environment will be 
severe and long term. DEIS, Page 4-59, The DEIS, however, tails to 
consider this possibility as required by NEPA, 

IROWARD COUNN IOARD o, COUNIVCOMMISSIONEIS •An·-~ tmolororand PIOVlclorol S.M001 
ScoJII.Cowoo Suz_?V)ON.Guvt>uoe, .loMP.Ho,f lOtlNancePalrbh S\'Mofton; 

w.~_11..u!!JJ!n~'--- -=---. 
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The DEIS fails to consider the effect of an oil 
spill during the development stage. 

In addition to failing to consider the effect of oil production on 
the region, the DEIS does not set forth a worst case analysis in 
the event that an oil spill occurs. In Village of False Passy, 
~. 733 F.2d 605, 614 (9th cir. 1984), the court recognized the 
importance of a worst case analysis where the federal agency would 116 
only have one opportunity to consider the potential environmental 
impacts of leases and their possible exploration, development and 
production. In cases such as this, where further EIS's will not be 
required, the effect of a possible oil spill must be considered at 
the exploratory stage. 

The DEIS does not discuss the potential effects of 
oil development on the drinking water for the 
region. 

The development of oil may also affect the drinking water in the 
area. As noted by the court in Phillips ·Petroleum co, Y, United 
states E,P,A,, 803 F.2d 545, 547 (10th cir. 1986), energy 
production companies are using injection techniques to increase 
production and dispose of unwanted b~ines brought to the surface 
during production. A potential oil spill could also have a drastic 
effect on the water supply of all the residents of Broward county •. ~ 

The area sought to be used for oil exploration and production is 
the sole source of drinking water for the Broward county area. As 
a sole source aquifer, pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act the 
Environmental Protection Agency must also become involved to ensure 
the protection of the drinking supply of Broward County residents. f 21 

If, however, it is determined that the environmental consequences 
of oil production are not foreseeable or capable of evaluation at 
the exploratory stage, sierra Club v, Peterson, 111 F.2d 1409, 1415 
(9th Cir. 1983) the federal agency involved is required to retain 
authority to preclude all activities pending the submission of 
further information and· the authority to prevent proposed 
activities if the environmental consequences are unacceptable. 
Pursuant to the holding in Sierra Club, Broward county requests 
that this agency retain the power to determine the environmental 
effects if oil is discovered and, if it is determined that the 
environmental consequences would be substantial, restrict further 
oil development in the region. 

·,,:·-:?iltY. )%~-~-:;1.>.,'.':'l:Y• "> 
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STATEOFR.ORIOA 

®ffi.c.e nf fq.e ~oil.eru.or 

LAWTON Om.Es 
r;t)VFJltm:• 

Mr. Roben V. Abbey 
Disoict Manager . 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

TIIECAPITOL 
T ALLAIIASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001 

June 7, 1993 

1fo) ~ © ~ o w ~- fn) 1wEJ~ 
BUREAU .. OF LAHO.~WlAGE~.~EHT 

JAtKSQ_ij ru£1RICT omct 

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Shell Western E&P, Incorporated, 
Miccosukee 3-1 Explordtory Well, Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida 

SAi: FL9303170394C 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

The State has completed its review of the Draft Environmcmal Impact S1a1emcnt for an 
cxplorarory hydrocarbon well in Broward County. This review was conducted pursuant ro 
the National Environmental Policy Act and Coastal Zbne Act Reaurhorizarion Amendments 
of 1990. As a pan of our review, a meeting was held on May 27, 1993 in which 
represcnra1ivcs of rhe numerous reviewing agencies discussed this proposal with federal 
officials and representatives of the Miccosukcc Tribe. 

The referenced document does nor contain a federal consistency dc1crmina1ion for the r 
State's review as required by Coastal Zone Management Act, as amended (15 CFR 930). 44 
Such a dercnninarion needs 10 be made. 

We find rhe proposal described in Draft Environmental lmpac1 S1arement (DEIS) in conflict I 
wirh Srarc plans, programs, policies and objectives. The Florida Everglades is nor only a 
fragile and unique ecological system, it is also an integral component of lhe warer supply 

4 
S 

to the more than 4 million people of southeast Florida and essential 10 a healthy economic . 
and. social structure in South Florida and the Florida Keys. Any rhrear 10 1he Everglades, 
and ccnainly rhar of oil drilling, is unacceptable because the release of hydrocarbons 1ha1 
might result from human error or natural disaster could be devastating 10 rhe 
environmental, social and economic well-being of Florida.· 

An oil well in rhc Everglades would diminish 1he unique visual characteristics of rhc 
region. The proposed well would be loca1ed less rhan a half mile from J. 15 and in full I 
view of travelers, many of whom would be gaining their initial impression of Florida's 7 5 
Everglades. Nor only would a well degrade the experience of travelers, ir would diminish 
the public's general perception of a natural Everglades. A well in the Everglades could . 
also hun Sourh Flo~da 's image as a 1ouris1 mecca. Nor unlike the issue 
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For the foregoing reasons, Broward county objects to the adequacy 
of the DEIS submitted by Shell. Thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on this issue. 

Very truly yours, 

af!,£~~1J. 
county Attorney 

JJC\BSM\MA 
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I. 
Mr. Roben V. Abbey 
June 7, 1993 
Page 2 

of oil and gas drilling off the Florida Keys, drilling in the Everglades is distasteful 10 the 
public. Public opposition to this proposal is well documented. 

461 
On May 13, 1993, the South Florida Water Management District Governing Board passed 
Resolution #93, "opposing construction of cxplorarory wells in, adjacent 10 and/or under 
any of rhc warcr conscrvarion areas because of the Board's concern for prorecrion of the 
Everglades ecosystem, rhe aquifers, warcr supply sources, and the environment, and the 
Board's commitment to prevent secondary impacts associated wirh any production wells.• A copy is auachcd. 

47 
The Dcpanmc,ir of Natural Resources holds that the Stare has civil regulatory jurisdiction 
over the On•rescrvarion drilling acriviry of Shell Wesrcrr. E&P, Incorporated. This 
de1crminarion is based on Seciion 377.22, Florida Srarures, which provides for the 
regulation of the cxplorarion, drilling and production of oil and gas and ro ensure all 
precautions are taken to prevent damage including spillage, fires, "blowours," "caving," 
"seepage," the intrusion of oil into the aquifer, injury 10 neighboring properties, crc. (Sec arrached.) 

63 

18 

The U.S. Congress, Federal agencies and rhc Stare have made commitments to the public . 
10 protect and r~storc rhc Kissimmee River, Lake Okeechobee, Everglades, Florida Bay and 
Florida Keys ecosystem. Ir is one of rhe highes1 priority restoration projects in rhe United 
Stares. This restoration process is underway and millions of dollars of sra1e and federal 
funds have been committed over the ncxr several years toward the cffon. The drilling for 

,, oil in this ecosystem is no1 in accord with goals of rcs1onng and prorecring the South 
Florida ecological sysiem. This DEIS is no1 in consonance wirh NEPA goals of enhancing the "quality of the human environmcn1." 

The proposed well would be located immediately outside of the Stare Water Conservation 
Area 3 (WCA3), and through slant drilling, would tcnninare under them. We can only 
conclude that Shell Western intends to explore for oil in the WCA 's. A find wirh this 
exploratory well would lead to further drilling pursuits and likely application for production 
in the WCA 's. Since oil drilling cannot be allowed in the WCA 's, we sec no useful purpose in this proposal. 

Florida began an intensive and ambitious program in J 983 10 prorecr and restore the entire 
Everglades sysrem from the Kissimmee River 10 Florida Bay. Under the Save Ou,: 
Everglades Program the U.S. Congress, federal agencies, srarc and regional agencies, rbc 
conservation community and the public have joined hands in a rare showing of unanimity 
for the common purpose of protecting .and restoring rhc Everglades. Over $200 million in 
public funds have gone toward this cffon and several rimes that amount will be required ro 
complete this program. Numerous actions by federal agencies, the stare legislarure, · the 
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Florida Cabinet and the Governor have been taken to funher this program. This proposal 
runs counter to all effons to protect and restore the Everglades. 

The BLM would well serve the environment, the public and the Dcpartmeni of the Interior 
by denying this application, so that Shell Western may expend its energies and resources in 
a more acceptable manner. 

Based on the above findings, this proposal should not go forward, and Shell Western's 
application should be denied. "No Action" is the only acceptable alternative as provided 
for in the National Environmental Policy Act and 40 Code of Federal Regulations I 500-
J S08. 

Please contact Estus Whitfield or Don Henningsen at (904)488-8686, if we can be of 
assistance. 

With kind regards, I am 

LC/djd 

Enclosures 

cc: Linda Loomis Shelley, Dcpanment of Community Affairs 
Virginia Wciherell, Dcpanment of Environmental Regulation 
Don Duden, Dcparcment of Natural Resources 

-• .. Colonel Robcn"Brantly, Grune and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
Greg Farmer, Florida Depanment of Commerce 
David Coburn, Governor's Office of Planning and Budgeting 
Frank Maloney, Ocean and Coastal Resource Management, NOAA 
Tilford Creel, South Florida Water Management District 
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MEftlOIU;~DUM 

To: 

March 31, 1993 

B,:f. tJl T, 
~ Jack Woodard, Assistant Director 

Division of Resource Management 

Div. d ~. "'t«­
~ d lla\tldA ~ 

From: /1
. 

Walt Schmidt, Chief {.0~ 
Bureau of Geology 

Subject: Comments regarding Shell's Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement foF their Miccosukee 3-l Exploratory Well 

Shell's proposal generally conforms to the Department's 
Rules regulating drilling and production of oil and gas 
in Florida. !so 
Shell did not outline their logging program. In order tot 
better estimate water quality and ensure adequate ground 57 
water protection, we recommend that resistivity and 
porosity logs be run in open hole prior to setting 
conductor and surface casings. 

We have been advised by General counsel that the 
Department has jurisdiction to regulate the proposed 
well. Shell has not yet, however, applied to us for a 
permit to drill. 

WS/dc 

Attachments 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES C/ 
llujory Stonemlft DouJlu Buildine 16 -t.,~ i 

3900 C.110,onwullh Boul,.,nl '11 ./ 

t. .... D,il,o ......... 
Jias,.;c). 

SflCftl.HJ.tS&ak 

'" .. ,B&n..0 ,,_,.....,., 
!.ctd4 Lowla 

,~~ c..,.,.n., 
\\r&Wt. I ll1&knll 
i. .. lhsDlnc:Ut 

Tallahwec, Florida 32399 ~ q 1JJ 7 , .. , .. .,.u 
SlaU 1r1&11i1ru 
a.\ c,,.1.,, 

/. 

April 6, 1993 

Ms, Janice L, Alcott, Director 
state Clearinghouse 

A:>A c; , ... .. .. ... .. 

C.~11 ti J.rric•h•n 
-.n,ww 

c.........;..,,., tdK&tit• 

;.;-

Office of Planning and Budgeting 
Executive Office of the Governor 
The capitol 

:!. .·\:.- ........... ~ 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 

SUBJECT: Shell's Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well 

Dear Ms. Alcott: 

Please find attached comments from the Bureau of Geology and 
the Office of General counsel regarding the subject SAI. 

Thank you for allowing us to comment. 

sincer•!ly, 

BJW/jp 
Attachments 

~ B. J. White 
Environmental Administrator 
Office of Policy and Planning 
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MEMORANDUM 

_471 

cco 1/92-01 

Ma=ch 10, 1992 

TO: Jeremy Craft, Director 
Division o! Resource Management 

FROM: Kenneth J, Plante, General Counsel~ 
Of!ice of the execu:ive Director 

Re: Jurisdiction to regulate proposed oil well on 
Miccosukee Indian Reser.vation 

QUESTION: 

Whether the State of :lo=ida, Depart.JOent of Natural Resources, has 
jurisdiction, pursuant to Chapter 377, :lorida Statutes, and the 
rules promulgated thereunder, to regulate drilling for oil and 
natural gas on the Miccosukee Indian reservation by Shell Western, 
a private, non-Indian corporation? 

SlJl:ll:'.ARY Of ANSWER: 

Yes. The State of :lorida, Department of Natural Resources, has 
civil regulatory jurisdiction over the on-reservation drilling 
activity of Shell Western. 

an~ySJS: The test for determining if st.ate jurisdiction applies 
over the conduct of ;ion-Indians engaged in on-reservation 
activities· is whether such application represents an unlawful 
infringement on tribal ·self-goverlll!lent or is pre-empted by federal 
law. Mescalero Apa·ch'e··T.,.ibe v. Jone;s, 411 U.S. HS (1973), My 
research has not revealed any· cases wtth an identical fact 
situation to that under consideration. HQ~ever, the United States 
supreme court has examined numerous cases regarding the application 
of state law to non-Indians on Indian rese~vations in the context 
of taxation, licensing, hunting and !ishir.g. 

·There is no rigid rule to determine whether a particular state 
law may be applied on an Indian reservation, rather, the United 
States Supreme Court hes repeatedly employed a .!le>:ible analysis 
sensitive to the particular facts and legislation involved. In 
each case, the court performed a par:icularized examination of the 
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relevant statd, !ederal and tribal interests. Cotton Petroleum 
i;o:-po;e;ion , .. lieu Me>:lco, 104 L.Ed. 2d 209 (1988). In its 
analysis, the cou=t has considered the following: 1) whether the 
state asse:ted a legitimate regulatory interest; 2) upon whom the 
burden of the regulation fell; and 3) uhether federal law imposed 
e comprehensive regulatory scheme thus pre-empting the area. For 
example, in White Mountain"· Bracker, 65 L.Ed. 2d 665 (1980), the 
court addressed the question of whether Arizona could impose its 
license tax and use fuel tax on a non-Indian logging company's use 
o! Indian reservation =oads. In assessing the :elevant interests, 
the Cou=t found that Arizona was unable to identify any regula-:ory 
tunct.ion o= se:vice it performed that would jus-:.Hy t.he assessment 
o! :.axes tor act.!\'! ties on tribal roads, in t.het t.he roads were 
built., maintained and policed exclusively by the federal government. 
and the tribe. ~, at 6i7. The court determined 1-:. was 
undisputed that t.he economic burden of the asserted taxes would 
ultimately !all on the tribe. IQ. at 677-678. Moreover, the Court 
concluded that the taxes would undermine federal policy in that the 
federal government had undertaken to regulate the most minute 
details o! the ,ribe's timber operations. Id. at 674-676. Thus, 
the Court held.that imposit.ion of the state taxes on the logging 
company was pre-empted by federal law. l!!.• at 669. 

Similarly, in the case o! Ramah Navajo School Board. Tnc. , .. 
3c•eau o: Revenue o! New Mexico, 458 u.s. e32 (1982), the court 
held that 11ew Me,:ico was precluded froru imposing taxes on two :,on­
lndian construction companies hired to build a school on 
reservation property. As in Bracket, the court found that New 
Mexico had no legitimate regulatory intere~t that would justify the 
tax because the state declined to take any responsibility !or the 
education of Indian children and thus was uninvolved in tlle on­
reservation activity. Ramah at 843-846. Also, as in Brack&~, the 
Court concluded that no econoruic burden fell on the tribe by virtue 
o! the stt.te tax. Id. at 839. Finally, the court founc! that. 
federal law imposed an exclusive regulatory scheme !or the 
provision of education on the reservation and thus the taxes were 
pre-empt.ed by federal law. 1£1. at 840-8~2. 

Unlike the outcome of Bracker and Ramah, in Cotton petr~leum 
Co;:>ora-:!on , .. New Mexico, 104 L.Ed. 2d 209 (1988), the court 
upheld the state's right to impose taxes on the production ot oil 
and gas by non-Indians on reservation property. The .court. 
concluded that the state tax was not pre-empted by.federal law and 
c!id not unlawfully infringe on tribal self-governruent.. 1£1• at 232-
234. Jn malting its decision, the court. found that New Mexico 
p=o\'ided substantial services· to both the tr.ibe and t.he lessee 
which justified the tax. Id. at 233. The court also determined 
-:hat the tax imposed no economic burden on the tribe and that 
federal and tribal regulation was not exclusive, since the state 
=egulated many aspects of the on-reservation drilling activities. 
id. Even though it w"s :easonable -:.o infer that the 11ew Mexico 
taxes "oulc! have A marginal e!tect on the demand to:: on-reservation 
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marginal ettect on the appeal of the on-::eservation lease, the 
possible impa!rment is too indirect and insubstantial to support 
a claim of pre-emption. Further, my examination of federal la" 
!ails to reveal any evidence that the fede::al government intended 
t.o pre-empt the states from regulating acth•it.ies associated '-"1th 
the exploration and drilling !or oil and natural gas. The federal 
government has no comprehensive scheme !or regulating such 
activities, but rather, has le!t this area o! regulation to the 
individual st.ates. In conclusion, I am o! the opinion that Florida 
n\ay · ·exercise ci,·il regulatory jurisdiction ove= the drilling 
act.ivi::y o! Shell West.ern on the Miccosukee Indian reservation. 

Fo: purposes o! ~his opinion, I assumed that both the well and 
bottom hole of Shell Western•s p:opcsed dr!!ling w!ll be located 
on the J'.iccosul:ee Indian reservation. If the well and bottom hole 
are located on the original reservation land, the Tribe has 
subsu::!ace rights pursuant to Deed dated March 30, 1966 and does 
not need authorization to lease the subject. property for the 
purposes of drilling. · If the well and bottom hole are located o:, 
the "Leased Area" of the reservation, the Tribe does not have 
subsur!ace rights, pursuant to the 1982 Lease Agreement, and the 
Tribe would need to get authorization to lease the p::operty from 
the Board of Trustees. If, in fact, the bottom hole is~ located 
on reservation land, the State would have jurisdiction to regulate 
::he drilling pursuant to Chapter 377, Florida Statutes. Any 
c:rilling conducted without. authorization !rom the owner o! the 
subsur!ace rights could constitute the basis !or a claim o! 
trespass. , 

O! !inal note, a press release issued by t.he Tribe, describing 
Shell Western•s activities on the rese:vation, says that the 

·Tribe's reservation lands are not subject to State civil regulatory 
jurisdiction and that as a result o! the 1982 Florida Indian Claims 
settlement Agreement, the State granted the T:ibe the right to 
utilize the subsurface of the reservation free of State regulatory 
control. I have found no authority in the Settlement Agreement, 
the Lease Agreement, or applicable legislation supporting the 
Tribe's contention that the State of Florida waived its right to 
:-egulate use of the subsurface o! the Miccosukee I~diari 
reservation. 

Prepared by: 
Lanette V., Price 
Assistant General Counsel 
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leases, the Court concluded that any i•ope.irment that might be 
caused by the taxes was simply too indi~ect and insubstantial to 
support a claim o! pre-emption. 1£1. Tl,e Court stated that absent 
some special !actors such as those preser.t in Bracker and~. 
the indirect burdens associated with the state taxes were 
insuf!icient to find tha:; the taxes unduly interfered with 
reservation self-government or were pre··empted by federal lau. 15!. 
At ~33-23~. 

!n applying the criteria used in Cot.ton, White Hountein and 
Bracker to the facts herein, I cannot conclude that the application 
of Florida's regulations to the on-reservation drilling acti\'ity 
by Shell Western, a non-Indian corporation, would interfere with 
reservation self-government. or is pre-~mpted by federal law. 
Chapter 377, Florida Statutes, vests the State of Florida, 
Department of llat.ura.1 Resources with regulatory autho:-i ty over 
exploration and drilling for oil and natural gas within the St.ate. 
The application of Chapter 377, Flori(.a Statutes, to Shell Western 
would be in accord with the State's "legitimate interest in 
regula-:ing the affairs of non-Indians." Mcclenahan v. St.ate Tax 
Commission at ~r!zona, 411 U.S. 164 (1973). 

In balancing the federal, Indian, and state interests herein, 
Florida's interest in regulating drilling activity is significant. 
The policy of the St.ate of Florida concerning the regulation of oil 
and gas drilling is to conserve and control the State's natural 
resources and to prevent their waste, and to safeguard the health, 
property and public welfare of the citizens of the St.ate. S 377,06, 
Fla, Stat. The State has assumed the responsibility pursuant. to 
Chapter 377, Florida Statutes, to regulate the exploration, 
drilling and production of oil and gas to ensure that all 
precautions are taken to prevent damage iilcluding spillage, !ires, 
"blowouts", "caving", "seepage", the intrusion of oil into the 
aquifer, injury to neighboring properties, et.c. ~ S 377.22, Fla. 
St.at. The United States Supreme Court has said that A state's 
regulatory interest will be particularly substantial if the state 
can point to off-reservation eff~cts that necessitate st.ate 
intervention. New Mexico v. Hescalero, 462 u.s. 324 (1983). ~ven 
assuming that Shell Western's drilling activity will be located 
entirely.on reservation property, there will clearly be substantial 
off-reservation effects from·the production and distribution of the 
oil and gas which would warrant State interventicn. A contrary 
conclusion would extend the exercise of tribal power beyond what • -­
is necessa:y ·'to· protect tribel self-government. §tt st"at·e·· of 
Montana v. United St.ates, 450 U.S. 544 (1981). 

The ultimate burden of the regulation herein will not. fall 
upon the V.iccosukee Indians (the "Tribe"). The burden of adhe::ing 

.to the S:ate's rules and regulations under Chapter 377, Florida 
Statutes, \.'ill !all upon Shell We:stern as it proceeds with it.s 
exploration and drilling activities. As found by the United Stat.es 
Supreme Court in ~. although the regulation may have a 

_; 
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May 19, 1993 

Bruce Babbitt, Secretary 
Department of th·e Interior 

.1849 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

r;:: .. ~ .... v a .•• ·J;-.r:~,.,'f~\\l"~ 
lfl. ,•,.•.·.···~- ~f ,,;. ·'! ',;~:(:;~-,: -·~ ·'' l~it; 

, ..... 1 '1-:•.! 

J\H! ~: ·1:;"~3 

o~;,~-:c :i 
Environ~.;r;~:1~ ."'-i~ ... ·.~--

on May 13 the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management 
District adopted Resolution 93-18 opposing the construction of 
exploratory oil wells in, adjacent to, or under any Water 
Conservation Area within the Everglades. This was prompted by the 
pending application ot Shell Western E & P Inc. to drill in the Everglades. 

Attached is a copy ot the resolution, The Board's concerns include 
possible contamination ot the aquifers vhich are the source of 
water for millions of residents; the potential threat ·to fish, 
wildlife and the environment; and conce~vably the interruption of 
sheetflow to Everglades National Park. 

. As the entity whose responsibilities include preservation and 
restoration of the Everglades, the Gove:·ning Board is committed to 
preventing any further degradation and to protecting and improving 

. the remaining two million acres that comprise the Everglades. 

• It is our.understanding that the final decision in such matters 
rests with the Bureau of Land Management. We ask that you make 
every effort to see that any Application tor Permit to Drill (APO) 
in, adjacent to or under any Everglades Wat~r Conservation Area is rejected. 

We ),90>: forward ·to· working cooperii-t±vely with the Department of 
Interior and All parties interested in Everglades protection and enhancement. 

s~rely, 

/!~ ~ 7"'v:~ Ch~!nBoyd 

VB/wvv 

Cowrninc 8<Mrd: 
\"aJcrle 80yd, Chi1lrm1n 
Fr1ink William1an.Jr .. Vice Ch11irtnan 
.1.,.,.,..,A ............... .. 

Wlllii1rn Hammond 

~~,.:· ~~~~·._. £ui!cnc K. Pcrlii. 
~.\lhAmd P Recd 

TIiford C. Crci:I. E11:ccu1iw: Dircc:10, 
Thuma, K. A\.acVkar. Ocpu1~· [,. ... L ..... .., .. n--··-·-
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATERMANAGEMENTDISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 93-18 

A RESOLUTION BY T1IE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SOUTH 
FLORIDA WATER MA."IAGEMENT DISTRICT OPPOSING 
CONSTRUCTION OF EXPLORATORYOIL WELLS IN, ADJACENT TO, 
OR UNDER ANYEVERGLADESVl'ATERCONSERVATIONAREAS. 

WHEREAS, Over the past few months the issue of oil exploration in and around the water 
, conservation areas has been discussed and the SFWMD has presented formal wrinen 
comments to the Bureau of Land Management on this issue; and 

'WHEREAS, The Governing Board is against the use of the District's propeny for access 
or transponation facilities that may be required for this use; and 

WHEREAS, The exploratory well and any subsequent production wells will pierce aquifers 
in the region which include the surlicial aquifer system (consisting of the water table and 
lower tamiami aquifers which contain fresh and brackish quality water used for drinking and 
inigation purposes); at greater depths, the well will penetrate the producing zones of the 
upper and middle Floridan aquifer system (these zones contain brackish water used for 
reverse osmosis and ASR production purposes); the well, if constructed will pierce the 
lower Floridan which is used extensively for disposal of waste waters in soul~ Florida; and 

' WHEREAS, The Governing Board Is concerned about the protection against oil-related 
contamination of South Florida's water resources; and 

WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned for the protection offish, wildlife, and their 
habitat; ind 

, _V'.'HEREAS, · The Governing_ Board is concerned about the potential interruption of 
sheetflow to the Everglades National Park If contamination occurs; and 

WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned that this use will be in conflict with the 
Everglades restoration efforts and the significant public and private investments toward 
Everglades Restoration; and 

WHEREAS, The Governing Board is concerned that an improperly abandoned exploratory 
well could impact the water resources through vertical contamination between aquifers; and 

WHEREAS, The Governing Board has an overall concern for the environmental and 
public health threats posed by oil wells existing in this unique and vitally important area of 
Florida. · 

~~0":?MJc~·, ,,,<.,---
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JAMES L K.\:JCIIT 11""1-IHIJ 

MIJITH,\ MUSCROl'E 1AdTO~'YPROSC10 
Auono11£411,-, 
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E,,tvJiHUil., 

SAWOJIA Kf:l'ES ,.,,.,,..,u",,,, P!:n:WEITZEL 
.Snuw 1-l•••;I•: Ul11tr 

Oil in our water? No way! 
U.S. INTERIOR Secreluy Bruce 

Bob~iu_ .. ys th.at he wanta to avoid STOP fHDIAHS' TEST WEU "tram wrecks;· but there's a doo.y 
huded hi, w1y. It's the appliution of Shell 
Oil Co. and the Miceo,uJtee llldian tribe to 
drill an exploratory oU ~ll under Conser· 
vatioQ Area Three in South Florida. 

Thi conacrv1tion ueaa ue mushy re1• 
ervoirs. vital to the Wiler 1upply of four 
million urban South Floridians. Conser.·•· 
tion Arca Three also feeds Wlter directly 
into Everglades National Puk and is the 
focus of an •mi-pollution law1ui1 brou1ht by 
the National Park Service and U.S. Fish 
and Wildli/c Service against the state and 
South Florida Water Minigcment Di•tri<jt, 

The water district has successfully pro­
hibited other private landowners from dril· 
ling or mining in the conservation ucas. So· 
its manaeers understandably were stunned 
th•t Interior', Bureau o{ Land Manage• 
ment and the Bureau of Indian Aflairs 
might permit oil drilling on the Miccosulcee 
reservation, adjacent to and underlying 
pans o{ the conservation uca. 

Prodded by .Fon Lauderdale member 
Betsy Krant, the district governing board 
last week added its unanlnious objection to 
South Florida's growing chorus of com­
pwats. Earlier clamor forced the BLM to 
order an environmental impact statement. 

Th.at slowed but didn't stop "the tnin." 
It would be incongruous to ~ue the per. 

Dilts. The Impact statement does cn1ure, iQ 
ita words, "eclorceable nlitiratioo mea• 
,ur ... if 1uch ue found to be required •• , " 
There ahould be no i'/. ln !act, there abould 
be no pcmuL The Impact statement 
acknowledges - even as it tries to mini· 
mize - that drilling is traueJit with riska. 
. Absolutely ch.iUin1 is the statement's 

contradictory summary of impact on ..... tcr 
resources: "No significant illlpact to water 
resources Is expected, Construction and 
opcntioo of the access road could contrib­
ute to minor increased sediment input to 
canals which parallel its route. Tbe potcn• 
tial exists !or contamination o{ aurface 
water bv spWed fuels. lubricants, h)'drauJie 
lluids. aod oil v.iuch may be obtained durinp 
production testing. Local freshwater aqw, 
ten may be contanunated by lcaka11e o! 
drillinr fluids or produced oil and by llllXing 
groundwater between aquifen. , •• " 
• Shell's corpome policies and federal 
reBUJatory restrictions will "pcatly reduce 
the probability" of damage, It adds. 

Avoid this lr7WI wreck. Sccrctuy Bab­
bitt. Sidet171cl: this permit - nov.•. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RF.SOLVED that the Governing Board of the SFWMD: 

Opposes consttuction of exploratory oil wells in, adjacent to and/or under any of the water 
conservation areas because of the Board's concern for protection of the Everglades 
ecosystem, the aquifers, water supply sources; and the environment, and the Board's 
commitment to prevent secondary imp,acts associated with any production wells. 

P~SED AND ADOPTED this 13th day of May, A.D., 1993. 

.... ,,,,,~Ii'~'.~~''•, 
- r.' t,\\, ,, ,.,, >,-.., I 1 -- • (\;• ••••••• , • <",t ,, -=-s;~.··:.., no;· ... ~,,, 

.: .. ~.···~" ·~ ·.~ ~ :!..·:'~ -- ~ :'j;", ~ 
""<:S:c.; EAL :, .. ~ :a: S :a:: ~~: <>,:!;],,,. ~a~ .... -.,. ...... .._.: 
l ... .... .,.., , .... !l) -
~ <.%··,f.1J/ishei, •• ·~~.: 
,,, ~..c,,:, ........ ,~~ ---

'•, V.ffJ!} • >- ,, 

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER.MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT BY ITS GOVERNING BOARD 

By: .J~ <&~ ) . 
'°'L-!~ - C., 

APPROVED: A'I'Tb'll.\,,""''' ("2._ .~ .. 
\.~~ 

~?I. ~ Office of Counsel 
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Florida Department of Environmental Regulation 
Twin Towers Otnce Bldg. • 2600 Blair Stone Road • Tallahw,see, Florida 32399•2400 
La•·IOft O.llt1, G•"''"°' 

Juna 1, 1993 

David Coburn, Director 
ottioe ot Planning and Budgeting 
Executive Office or the Governor 
The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 

Dear Mr, Coburn: 

Re: Pratt Environmental Impact Statement 
Shell Western E,P, Inc., Broward County 
SAI FL9303170384C 

\,"lf&lftfl a. V.'cdtim:11. Sc(tdUJ 

We have reviewed the referenced document in which Shell 
Western propoees to drill an exploration well on the 
Miccosukea Indian Resarvati~n in Broward County. Based on 
the in!ormation provided in the dratt environmental impact 
statement (DEIS), the Department's regulatory interests in 
the exploration project by itselt appear to be limited. The 
drill site is not located in wetlands and the drilling plan 
proposes no discharges to surface waters. The Department may 
wish to participate in a review for compliance with 
applicable air quality regulations, 

our greater concern is tor those environmental impacts 
beyond the scope ot proposed exploration activities. such 
impacts would be associated with development and production 
activities; accidental releases of oil, brines, ·or·other 
contaminated liquid wastes; or accidental emissions ot 
airborne contaminants, 

Development and production is expected to result in 
extensive filling of wetland areas to construct drillsites, 
access roads, pipelines, and related facilities. Shell 
Western representatives have disclosed that it may .locate a 
production drillsite in water conservation area 3A. Greater 
levels ot air emissions and surtace and groundwater 
discharges will accompany production operations and may 
contribute to the degradation ot air and water quality over a 
WI.de. area. 
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Mr. David Coburn 
June 1, 1993 
Page Two 

The risk o! accidental discharges and emissions during 
exploration and production is a paramount concern due to the 
location of the drillsite adjacent to the water conservation 
area and within the Everglades ecosyotem. An accidental 
discharge of oil or other contaminated waste could cause 
extensive damage to area resources, including the 
irretrievable loes ot critical water supplies, 

It is inappropriate tor the DEIS to evaluate exploration 
activities without considering the tull range of impacts 
aseociated with development and production, Production 
activities are closely linked and causally related to 
exploration, particularly where there is a high probability 
of encountering oil-bearing zones. A successful exploration 
at the shell Western drillsite is reasonably foreseeable I 15 since producible quantities of oil have 'been found at 
numerous locations in the sunniland Trend. The acceptability 
or conducting development nnd production operationo at this 
location should be considered ln makin9 the threshold 
decision to conduct exploration. We request that the DEIS be 
revised to include development and production activities as 
cumulative and secondary impacts of exploration, 

The direct and cumulative impacts of this project may 
result in significant adverse effects on land and water uses 
in the 5tate1s coastal zone. Any such activities should be 
evaluated tor consistency with the Florida coastal Management, 44 Program. Shell Westorn should provide a consistency 

,• 

certification to the state and the Bureau o! Land Management 
.in.accordance with the proceaures lala out ln iS er~ §~O, 
subpart D, 

We appreciate the opportunity to review this document 
and to discuss the project with Shell Western 
representatives. If there are any questions concerning these 
comments please contact Lynn Griffin at 488-0784. 

·""'if.nV:i,'c>,!~;,.,...,.' 

04/21/1993 07:JJ 

sincerely, 

~{t~ft>-
Virginia B. Wetherell 
Secretary 
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Aptll IS, 1993 

STAT~ Or rLOJlll)A DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Divis:iun ur El'ltltUlllil' U!!,·elopment 

Ms. Janice Alcon 
S111e Clearinghouse ~ Ruum 411, Culton Buildini . 
Tallahassu, FL 32399-000li 

SS-MWMISMrzf~ 
Dear Ms. Alcon: 

S1l,T'c. cu;.>t'I.HG~ 

We have reviewed lhe aboveireferenced SAl·-3 draft tnvirnnmenral imp2c1 s121emem CDEIS)-which 
analyzes lhe impacts of the SJiell Western E&P Inc. propO$al tu drill an exploramry well and test !he 
pnttntlal hydrocarbon hearing formations at a sire loca1cd 11n the Miccusukee Indian Restrva1ion In 
Broward County. The Bureau of land Management, Bureau nf Indian Affairs, and the U.S. Gtologkal 
Survey, Water Resources Dl~Mun are panicipa1ing in 1he l)EIS. 

! 
Ir Is our undtrsrandlng 1ha1 rJie hydrocart,on rights un 1hr Miccosukee Indian Reservalf(ln were leased 10 

Shell Western by tl1e Mlccos~kee Tribe (In July 20, 1989, throueh a lease agreemenl approved by the 
Bureau of Indian Affair5. 11!• Miccosuk.:c Indian Rcscr.·a1ilm may derive economic oprc,rtunhits from tht 
drillin& proposal which will take place entirely wi1hin Trihal Lands. Any revenues generated from 
activities and development uq the reservatiun play a rule in helping tht Mlcc.>sukee Tribe achle,•e stlf· 
sufficiency. A stipulation In !!ht ltast prm·idts Iha\ • , • if there Is 1 connlct between the various Sme, 
Federal or tribal regulallons, lrules, laws o, urders, Shell W,i.1tern shall comply with the more stringent 
regulaJion, rule, law or orde( •• ' · 

We are aware lhnt suh~tantial public concern has been expresstd regardine the proposal due 10 !he 
sensitivity of the Everelades ;nd Big Cypress Swa,np e1J\'ironn1ents and a.«ociated natural rcsourcts, 
specifically !he Bisc1yne aquifer. If !he stale •i;cncle• wi1h responsibility for managlni and protecting !he 
sme's environment find meri1 111 lhese public c11ncerns, wt are confident !hat the stipulation in !ht lease 
agreement wlll ensure !hat tl\fse concerns are. addr~ss«I. 

Thi, project Is consistent wil\i the Depanmcnt"s long-1crm gtials and p(liicie., m promote economic 
development In econ(lmicalli. distressed areas in l'lorida withnut lei1.,ening our tn,•iromnenral pcrmining 
standard,. Thznk you for the opponuniry m cummcnr nn lhi, SAi. 

l 

. ~Sinureli·, 0,}1..J. 
,.....Q1 . ; 

Wyn ell WIison • 
.Econo st Supervisor ; 

WW/uc 

·---- -· --·-· ........ ,."'"""" TS:1 ~y .,,rul.002141 FL TR1'D~ 1 A!:, 
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FLORID DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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Telephone: (3051 524-8621 
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April 10, 1993 

Ms, Janice L. Alcott, Director 
State Clearinghouse 

-pir<,:,;.~"I.~~ \1:lt,'';·,i;!,'::.\.l,j \,~\,_.~ 
\\,}~,· -. .,· .... t·~~ 
,,. APR Z2 1m 

Office of Planning and Budgeting 
Budget Management and Planning Pol.icy Unit 
Executive Office of the Governor 
Room 411, Carlton Building 

S,\ .•• •:-.: ;;.:."t'f....,,..;;,~ 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 

Subject: Shell western E & P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1 
Exploration Well, Broward Co. FL. 
SIA No ,.··FL9303170384C . 

Copy: Sandra Whitmire 

Dear Ms. Alcott: 

Based upon the information provided, we find the subject project 
tc, have no impact on the Stz.te Transportation System. The 
project has been reviewed under Presidential Executive Order 
12372 and the Florida Coastal Zone Management Program for 
consistency with only the following plans and policies: 

~ Intergovernmental Coordination 

Based upon our review, we have the following comment related to 
this project. 

• I-75 is a limited access Interstate. Reasonable access to 
this project-appears to be provided by the I-75 interchange at 
Snake Road. Both transportation 1.1ccoass alternatives JI and B make 
use of this interchange and would be the desirable route of 
entry. 

A re-evaluation of this project will be conducted during the 
environmental documentation or permitting stage, if required. 
Future consistency of this project will be based in part on 
adequate consideration of comments offered in this and subsequent 
reviews. 
If you have any questions regz.rding this response, please contact 
Jina Gannon at (3051 797-17SO. 

Sincei;lv 

~ctz-~ 
.;,nz, Gannon 

Environmental Jo.dministrator 
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Jim Smith 

:m'i
-..,.r..t,-r?.;A'rrf::-:-:-.\~· -i 

., ••u I ,'l 't 
, ,'j,•._:.:-. • .-?•t\J \!.I h 

\ I '• "-;l :• r:-r. •.:·~•· ;·,/'" .. -,. .. 
Secre1.ary or Sti11e 

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 
R.A. Cray Buildin& 

j.\r,7, ~ ,~~'3 

April 5, 1993 

500 Sou1h Bronough 
T1llah1uu. Florida .12399-0250 

Oircc1or'1 Ollice TRl~copier Number (FAX) 
COO<J ,aa.14,0 COO<) '88•33Sl 

.::,,'!'!·' 
~ ... -_.;. -..?f·•}':""'":,~~!'l 

Ms. Janice L. Alcott, Direct~r 
State Clearinghouse In Reply Reter To: 
Executive Office of the ~overnor-OPB 
Room 411, Carlton Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 

Denise M. Breit 
-Historic Sites 

Specialist 
(904) 487-2333 
Project File No. 930817 

RE: Cultural Resource Assessment Request 
SAIi FL9303l703S4C 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 

Western E&P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation · 

Broward County, Florida 

Dear Ms. Alcott: 

Shell 

In accordance with the provisions of 'Florida's Coastal Zone 
Management Act and Chapter 267, Florida Statutes, as well ·as the 
procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part aoo·( 11Protection of 
Historic Properties"), we have reviewed the referenced project(s) 
for possible impact to historic properties listed, or eligible 
for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places, or 
otherwise of historical or architectural value. 

We have reviewed the DEIS and note that Sections 3.3.2, 4.3.2, 
and 4.4.2 adequately address this agency's historic preservation 
concerns. In addition, a review of our files indicates that no 
significant archaeological sites a~e likely to occur within the 
proposed drill site or as a result of Alterrnrt.~Vl!' }I or 
Alternative c. Project activiti~s associated with the above will 
have no eftect on properties po~entially eligible for listing in 
the National Register, or otherwise of historical or 
architectural value. These portions of the project are also 
consistent with the historic preservation laws of Florida's 
Coastal Management Program and may proceed • 

Concerning Alternative B, a potentially significant 
archaeological site, 8BD1439, is recorded in the vicinity of 
Access Route B. This site should be avoided and preserved, If 
this is not feasible, professional Phase II testing will need to 
be performed at the location o! this site prior to any project 
related ground disturbing activities. The resultant final report 

Ardu1Pnlntolr•I R,-c•••"''- n ..... ,..a .. r-11.11,_ n ... - ..... 
.. -~~-~- -----==---=-----==---~----=--=-------=-=---::::-~ 



Ms. Alcott 
April 5, 1993 
Page 2 
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would then need ~o be fo:warded to this office in order to f12 
complete the proJect review process. 

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. Your interest in protecting Florida's 
historic properties is appreciated. · 

1(/1.,· 

GWP/Bdb 
xc: Robert v. Abbey 

~~~~\,....,..os,<·,.·' 

Sincerely, 

~£..;(~ 
George w. Percy, Director 
Division of Historical Resources 

and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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~~~=' _______ J 
Mr, Robert V. Abbey, District Manager 
Bureau of land Management 
United States Department of the Interior 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

The Council has had an opportunity to review the Dr.rt l!nvlronmental Impact Statement 
pertaining lo exploratory oll drilling acUvlty In the extreme western porUon of Broward County. 
The purpose of this letter b lo express to you the Cr..uncll's concern regarding thb proposed 
activity. The general context of the Council's concern b thnt the site of the proposed drilling b 
located within the Waler Conservation Area and In the heel of headwaters of the Everglades and 
Dig Cypress Swamp environments. /1,J you can see, there b a truly reglonal Implication to this 
proposol oa the potential exists Cor cross-ecosystem and «on-county bnpact,. 

II ls fair to say that the Council's cona,rn with thb e~plorolory phase of the project Is significantly 
heightened with the prospect of future extraction of oil and gas products In this locaUon of the 
Region. To this point, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement does not address potential 
Impacts assodaled with extraction which appears lo be a gros, oversight. In addition, the 
document assumes a need for exploratory drilling by sevuely discounting the "no-action" 
alternative. Contention has arisen from information contained In the document regarding several 
critical issues Including the proximity of the Biscayne Aquifer to the proposed drilling site and the 

. degree of conn•cledness of various drainage channcb, basins and sub-basins. Furthermore, the 
credibility c,f tbe analy•L• I• called lnln question by 3 rtllance on hydrologir data from a period 
widely recognized as an extended drought which affocied the Region from 1988-90. 

I trust that the above Issues will be lhoroughl)' ,uldressed as the Envlronmenlal Impact Statement 
Is further processed. There exists, howev•r, an overwhebnlng concern regarding the polenlial for 
adverse lmpacls nssodaled with the psospecl of drilling for oil In lhb locaUon that makes lhls 
proposal difficult to accept. The Everglade, erosyslem and downstream resources Including 
Flr,rlda Bay, the Florido Key, and off1hore coral reef are treuures of naUonal as well as global 
significance which should not be subjecled lo lhe risks of such major sources of conlamlnallon. 
The Biscayne Aquifer, which has l,een designated by the federal gonrnmenl as a ,ole source 
aqulf•r and 1erve1 as the prln1ary waler 1upply for approxlmalely four million people, cannol be 
Jeopardized. To lietter undcr.itand these relalionshlps, the true cost of polenllal lmpacts lo the 
R•gion"s rc,ources Including wildlife, lhe waler supply and tourism must be thoroughly examined. 

3440 Hollywood Boulevard, Suhe #140, Hollywood, Florlda 33021 
Broward (305) 961-2999, Dade (305) 620·4266, FAX (305) 961-0322 
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~ . South Florida Water Management District 
~ 

"Mr, Robert V. Abbey, Dbtrlct Manager 

May3,1993 
Page2 

Finally, this proposal has every appearance of running counter lo many of the efforts which the 
Council has supported over the years. To Illustrate, policies contained In the Regional Plan for 

South Florida include the following: 

8.1.19 Encourage and assist In Increasing coordination between waler management 
programs and land use planning efforts to ensure the long-range maintenance, 
allocation, and enhancement of the Region'• water resources. 

8.1.22 The ,tale, South Florida Waler Management Dislrlcl and local governments shall 
prolecl the water supply (or the Everglades National Park, state park lands, and 

other environmentally significant areas, 

10.2.4 The lnltiaUves of the Save Our Everglades, Save our Keys, the East Everglades 14 5 
Resource Planning and Management Committee Implementation, Lake 
Okeechobee Everglades and Biscayne Bay SWIM plans and other resource 
protection plans shall be considered In Jand and water planning by local regional 

and stale agencies. 

lU,9 Identify and protect areas sullable for mining In the Region. These areas will be 
limited to those containing prime resource deposits and exclude environmentally 

aensiUve areas. 

181 
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April 30, 1993 

Mr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

fo)~©~OW~fnl' lnla~ 
BUREAU Of lAHD MAHAGE~:EHT 

JACKSON DIS!RICT OlflCE 

The South Florida Water Management District has completed its review of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the SWEPI Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well 
proposed for the Miccosukee Indian Reservation in Broward County, Florida. Based 
on the information provided in this document, we have the following questions and concerns: · 

1) The reason given for not conducting direct drilling to the target well head (which 
would place the rig within WCA·3A) is "due to the nature of the well as a wildcat 
exploratory well'. What is meant by th;s phrase? Would this then mean that if 
the well is successful, SWEPI will be loo!..irig at placing wells within the WCA? 

19 
1

2) 
Please clarify on what basis produdion from a single well and well field 
development were determined not to be reasonably foreseeable actions (which 
would require that they be addressed in this EIS), This appears to contradict the 
purpose of a wildcat exploratory well which is to look for exploitable resources of 0~ . 

The Council appredates the opportunity lo review lhe Draft Environmental Impact Statement and 
will remain an active partidpantas the process continues. Uyou have any questions orl!yiiuftel I I -, . ··- _ 
that the Coundl can be of assistance, please call me al (305) 357.7003 or Carolyn Delde, the 20 requlreci't -·-1··---- ·- ... n •• Coundl'sExecutiveDirectorat(305)961·2999. time fram b a lbrlW Slngie Weil' p~~a· ·-·-· -· ~ ..... - ..... 

es an nnnnrtun:+:M ·-- ~~~~m and/or well f Tw, _,,_,) .. . . . ...... re a develc 

~ 
JohnP,Hart 
Chairman 481 

4) The access routes proposed in Alternative C uses a portion of the L-28 right of 
way and it appears that Alternative A would also use a portion of the right of 
way. While the District does authorize temporary use of its rights of way for 
access to construction sites when such proposals are in conformance with our 
permitting criteria, the District is extremely concern,id about any use of the right­
of-way that may have adverse impacts on our l11~ees, berms and the adjacent 
canal. It is requested that the applicant consult wjth the District to determine the 
extent of the right-of-way encroachment, whether other alternatives are 
available, and, if appropriate, submit an application for a permit. 

651 S) Under the assessment of noise impacts on wildlife, the study fails to address the 
timing of noise disturbances during wading bird hreeding periods. 

C,overn/n~ /Jo.Jrrl· 
V alerle Boyd. Chairman 
Frank \Vllllamson.Jr .• Vice Chairman 
Annie fk,ancourt 

\Vllllam Hammond 
Belay Krant 
Allon Allll«t~e 

Eu.iene K. Per,:a 
Nalhanlel P. f~eed 
f.eah Ci Set- .1d 

TJJrord' C. Creel. £xecullvc Director 
Thomas H. A1acVlcar. lkpury Executive Director 



Dr. Robert Abbey 
April 30, 1993 
Page Two 
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In addition to the above comments, the Miccosukee Tribe has stated that SWEPI will 
conform to the more stringent environmental standards, federal, state or local. 
Therefore, The District will continue to evaluate the drilling protocols and on-site 
storm water containment systems to insure they meet District standards. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS. We look forward to 
seeing our concerns addressed in the Final EIS. 

Sincerely, 

~-'fi:~h.D. 
Assistant Executive Director 
Water Resources Management 

FG-1 
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'WCE- -
United States Department of the Interior ZP!EE" 

BUREAU OF MINES 
lntermountaln Field Operations Center 

P.O. Box 25086 
Building 20. Denver Federal Center 

Denver, Colorado 80225 

March 24, 1993 

,_ 
- ,. 

Memorandum 

To: Robert V. Abbey, District Manager, Bureau of Land 
Management, 411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39206 

From: Supervisory Physical Scientist, Intermountain Field 
Operations Center 

Subject: Review of Draft Environmental Impact statement, Shell 
Western E & P Inc. Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well, 
Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward county, Florida· 

As you requested, personnel of the Bureau of Mines reviewed the 
subject document to determine whether mineral resources or 
mineral-production facilities would be adversely impacted by the 
proposed project. The draft EIS pertains to a proposal by Shell 
Western E & P Inc. to drill a 17,730 foot, true depth, 

· "hydrocarbon exploratory well on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation 
in Broward county, Florida. 

The area is underlain by the Fort Thompson Formation, an 
alternating series of fresh water.and marine marls and 
limestones. One crushed limestone operation on the west side of 
Miami is mining the Fort Thompson Formation in conjunction with 
another limestone unit. In the vicinity of the Miccosukee Indian 
Reservation the Fort Thompson Formationh as a maxlmum thickness 
of about 20 feet and an average thickness of about 10 feet and 
may have potential for use as secondary road base material. 

A review of library and file data pertaining to southeastern 
Florida indicates that the project, as proposed, would have no 
impact on known mineral resources or mineral-production 
facilities. 

--
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STATEMENT OF 
THE MICCOSUKEE TRIBE OF INJ)IANS OF FLORIDA 

CONCERNING '£HE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGr STATEMENT 

PREPARED FOR THE 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND BURF.AU OF mDIAN AFFAIRS 
REGARDING THE SHELL WESTERN DRILLll'tG PERMIT APPIJCATION 

April 14, 199S 

The Mlccoaukee Tribe or Indlalia o!Florlda la pleaaed that the draft or the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) regarding posalble drilllog on the Mlccoaul<ee Federal Beservatlon bas been completed 
and Is now available for public comment. We hope our South Florida nelghbora will cerefWly review this 
document, and ofl'er reaponslble comment about It and the procea by which It was produeed. 

The Mlccosukee Tribe's decision to determine whether lt.P :ileaerYat,lon bas mineral potential baa 
been the subject or some measure or opposition by members o!the puh1lc. One of the rears that baa been 
expreoaed co.,....rna whether such actMt;y would harm the Everglades ecoeyatem. Tha Tribe must 
emphaalse again Ila firmly establWied policy that any actMt;y conducted 011 lta Reaenatlon ma:, proceed 
only In an environment.ally sound manner. TheTrlbere<tulred thatlta leaaee, Shell Weatem, design a plan 
that complies fWIY with all appllcable environmental lawa and reguJatlona. and baa encoureged. Indeed. 
demanded. that the federal regulatory agencies atrictly enforce these requirement.a. The EIS ewluatea 
the plana In detail and measures them against the !2',illl requirements, and coacludea that there will be no 
algnlllcant advense bnpecta. We hope eveeyona will read this anaJy,,la. 

A rear waa also expressed that th,, proposed project could endanger tba underground aquifer that 
supplies drinking water to southeast Florida. The EIS reveals I.hat this aquifer lies several miles to tba 
east of the drilllog target, and, therefore, will not be bnpacted. 

The Mkcosukee Indiana, aa much 1111, ICnot more than, !UV' other c:ltlzena of Florida, t.reaaure the 
Everglades. It baa been our homeland Cor genereUooa. Thia exploratory well la In a cow pasture In a 
Cringe area or the Everglades. Some areas of our ReaerveUon have been vicUmlzed by tba pollutants 
Introduced north or us, and we are actively engaged In efl'orta to atop this contamlnaUon and restore the 
qw,lit;y of our water reaourcea. We ere committed to this efl'ort. And we can aaaure all oC our ne!gbbore 
that this commitment extends to maklngcertaln I.hat !UV' drilllog actMUes tha1 the federal autborltlea me,y 
permit ahall be carried out In atrlct and total compliance with federal requirement.a. 

The Mlccosukee Tribe's ReaerveUon la small - parUcular& when compered with the 'VUt area oC 
Florida our IIIICetliora occupied. Thus, we must make m.uimum uae of the land beae we have. Our 
declalon to look !or mineral resources la not new to South Florida. ExploraUon for oil baa been going on 
there Cor more than 40 years, and oil production goes on there today. 

IC we have mineral reaoun:ea. we want to uae them to help bnprove the health, houalng and 
education of the Mlccosukee people. The Tribe bas a legal right to do ao. We are, however, keen!:, aware 
of our reaponalbilit;y to act at all times In a prudent manner that will not harm our people, our nelgbbora 
or our homeland. · 

.. \ 

I 

·f 
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owing to the nature of the project and the fact that we have no 
record of mineral resources, other than the Fort Thompson 
Formation, in the immediate project area, we believe the document 
is adequate with regard to minerals. We have no objection to the 
project as proposed or the document as presented. 

dhw/cv 

- 2 -
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RB: Draft Environmental Impact Statement (BIS), Shell Western 
E&P Inc., Miccosukee 3-1 Exploration Well, Miccosukee 
Indian Reservation, Broward County, Florida 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

The Environmental Protection Agency Region IV (EPA) ·has reviewed 
the referenced Draft EIS. This review was conducted in 
accordance with EPA's responsibilities under Section 309 of the 
Clean Air Act and Section 102 (2)(C) of NEPA. The Draft EIS 
analyzes impacts of siting and drilling an exploratory well and 
testing the potential hydrocarbon bearing formations.at a site 
located on Reservation land at the junction of I-75 and 
Canal/Levee L-28. · 

Include Production Well Impacts in the EIS 
We appreciate BLM's position in not wanting to prepare 
documentation of impacts from full oil field production at this 
preliminary exploration stage of this project, and we acknowledge 
the Appendix A-1 information pertaining to oil well'and field 
development. We are encouraged by BLM's stated commitment to 
prepare additional NEPA documentation in the event that the 
exploratory woll data indicates full field production is -
warranted. Nonetheless, we believe the EIS document should placl 
before the puhlic the entire spectrum of potential impacts from 
the project, including the drilling of oil production wells and 15 
environmental impacts associated with full field production. An 
applicant does not drill an exploratory-well--without" reasonable . 
expectations of discovering recoverable petroleum resources, and 
these expectations are supported by the presence of other 
producing wells located nearby. Raccoon Point, a producing 
wellfield comprising 17 wells and five pads, is located 
approximately fifteen miles mile south Qf the proposed SWEPI 
Miccosukee 3-1 well. 

Printed on Rt:t:Yt:led Paper 
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statements that anyone has actually examined those tree islands r10 
to determine their cultural resource potential. 

Disposal Of Cuttings 
1'he drilling operation would generate a maximum of approximately 
2,000 cubic yards of drill solids or cuttings. The document 
should identify the specific parameters to be measured for 
toxicity testing, how often samples will be taken, and what 
criteria will be applied to determine if the cuttings are to be 
disposed on the reservation or in a landfill. Some acceptability 
thresholds for heavy metals, oil and grease, chlorides and j'7{> 
radioactivity should also be identified. In addition, if upland 
sites on the reservation are to be used for disposal, the 
location of those sites should be identified, and the suitability 
and design of the disposal areas should be determined. If 
disposal in a landfill is inaicated, the location of the nearest 
landfill that is permitted to receive drill cuttings should be 
identified. 

Diesel Fuel Spill and Ground Water 
We are concerned that potential ground-water contamination from 
the diesel fuel tank spill (page 3-31) will be pulled south by 
the water wells to the drill site. The cones of depression 
created by water well pumping could draw hydrocarbon 
contamination into the exploratory well, Two water supply wells 1'70 
are to be drilled south and on either side of the surface hole 
location. These wells will be cased to approximately 60 feet, 
and open hole (uncased) to about 120 feet, The Draft EIS notes 
the existence of a diesel fuel spill from·two 15,00Q-gallon 
abo·.reground storage tanks situated at SFWMO S-140 pump station 
which is located about 1225 feet northeast of the surface hole 
location. While the contaminated soil has been removed, the 
Draft EIS indicated that the horizontal and vertical delineation 
of the soil and groundwater contamination has not been 
determined.· If the exploratory well is not cased during the 
initial drilling, the exploratory well might act as a conduit for 

·. contaminant migration into these water wells. Because of the 
uncertainty of diesel fuel migration into the aquifer, the 153 
applicant should add to the laboratory analyses the total . 
petroleum hydrocarbon parameters in the downgradient and . 
upgradient monitoring wells, 

Disposal of Drilling Liquids 
The applicant plans to dispose of excess drilling fluid and 
stormwater into the "boulder zone• at a depth of about 2900 feet 
(Page 4-34, Fluids Disposal). EPA is aware that it is common 
industry practice to inject drilling waste fluids into 
exploration and production wells after completion of drilling 

154 operations on these wells. Although EPA does not issue 
Underground Injection Control (IUC) permits for these wells, it 
has been the position of EPA Region 4 to allow the option of 
reinjecting wastes provided that underground injection does not ··-,J 
endanger any underground source of drinking water. EPA therefore 
requests that the applicant's underground waste injection plans , 

15 
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Since the purpose of exploratory drilling is to identify probable 
resources accessible only by the installation of production 
wells, exploratory drilling and installation of production wells 
could be viewed as connected actions, and therefore part of the 
project's scope which should be discussed in the same impact 
statement. Certainly, oil exploration and oil production may be 
considered as similar actions, which when viewed with other 
reasonably foreseeable or proposed agency actions, have 
similarities that provide a basis for evaluating their 
environmental consequences together. 

Road Construction 
The preferred alternative (Alternative A) requires modifying an 
existing berm system such that the load bearing capacity of the 
berm is strengthened to support the weight and traffic of drill 
rig equipment. Because this berm road will be only 15 feet wide, 
additional areas (turnouts) need be built to allow passage of two 
oncoming vehicles/equipment. The Draft BIS should contain more 
specific details of the required road construction such as 
estimates of volume of crushed rock aggregate needed to 
strengthen the berm, and whether the widening of the berm is 
expected to encroach into any wetland or upland hammock areas. 

Turnout Construction 
We estimate that 2.9 - 4.4 acres will be filled to.construct 7 -
11 turnouts (each turnout has a footprint of about 0.4 acres). 
We propose that Table 2-1 be modified to'reflect this acreage. 
Turnouts should be located so as to avoid hammocks,·tree islands, 
willow heads and marsh areas. 

Alternative B Impacts 
The preferred Alternative would r~quire an easement for access to 
the L-28 Canal and Levee system trom South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD). In the event that SFWMD is unable 
to provide the applicant an eaGement to their levee system, or if 
using the Levee as a roadbed ie determined to be technically 
unfeasible, an alternative access route would be needed. Because 
Alternative B - a route from ~he Snake Road Amoco Station east to 
the well site - would avoid tho levee system, we encourage the 
applicant to provide more ~pacific details of the road 

,construction, impacts on 404 jurisdictional wetlands, and 
proposed mitigation for wetland impacts for Alternative B. 

Cultural Resources 
The Archaeological Review Assessment (Appendix 4-A) reported no 
cultural resources at the drill site but did not specifically 
address the hammock/tree island areas located west of L-28 which 
may be impacted by the berm widening for roadway use. 
Hammock/tree islands are the most likely location for cultural 
resources to be found. The number of cultural resources known to 
be within a mile of the site suggests the region was at one time 
actively used by native Americans. While we agree with tho 
archaeological consultant's general recommendation that tree 
islands should be avoided, we were unBble to find concrete 
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he submitted to this Agency to ensure that this activity will not 
endanger any underground source of.drinking water. 

Our Ground-water Protection Control Section would like to monitor 
disposal activities after the Final BIS is prepared and the 
project commences. During disposal activities, we request that 
the applicant provides an activity summary of the disposal 
operations together with supporting documentation which should 
include well logs for the shallow portion of the hole, geologic 
formation tops for the well, if available, well log calculations 
of the shallow hole to the lowermoat source of drinking water, 
chart recorder of pressure tests documenting cement shoe casing 
protection of the lowermost und~rground source of drinking water, 
pump pressure logs of disposal activities to document that test 
pressures do not exceed the 20-inch casing cement shoe, copies of 
daily reports for disposal activity, chart recorder of pump 
pressures for disposal activity, copy of the well lo~ and 
completion report affidavit, and h copy of the plugging 
affidavit, if appropriate. 

Spill Prevention Control and Countr.rmeasure Plan 
The drilling operation offers the potential for spills to the 
adjacent surface water system. The Spill Prevention Control, and 
Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan is sr,mewhat general in nature because 
it does not address site specific remedial or containment 
activities. We would expect to see a plan specific to this site 
in the final BIS. Also, we would expent to see notification of 
all spill events extended to include aFWMD. 

We rate the environmental impact of this action as EC-2, 
(Environmental Concerns) becausa ~he Draft EIS does not contain 
sufficient information to fully asaass environmental impacts of­
exploratory drilling. In order to fully protect the environment, 
certain environmental impacts must be avoided, and to determine 
these impacts, we requir~ the additional information noted above. 
We appreciate the opportunity to review this proposed action; 
should any further clarification be required, we will be glad to 
meet with you at your request to discuss these issues. Please 
call me or John Hamilton at (404) 347-3776 if additional 
information is needed. 

Sincerely, 

~W\'"-lw 
Heinz ,1. Mueller, Chief 
Environmental Policy Section 

CC: D. Henningsen, Florida Department of Office and Budget 
L. Griffin, Florida Department of Environmental Planning 
J. Dempsey, South Florida WMD 
B. Cypress, Tribal Chafrman, Miccosukee Indian Tribe 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION IV 

34!1 COURTLAND STREET. N.E. 
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 3036S 

Robert v. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

AIIG 1 8 1993 ~f:~:1 
11.tKSOH DISTRICT omt£ 

REI· Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), Shell Western E&P 
Inc., Miccosukee 3-1 Exploration Well, Miccosukee Indian 
Reservation, Broward County, Flori?a 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

As a follow-up to our June 1,·1993 comment letter on·the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement on proposed Miccosukee 3-1 Exploration 
Well, we are providing you with additional information as.to EPA's 
authority under Section 1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

This Agency's Sole Source Aquifer Program•is 'authoriz~d by Section 
1424(e) of the Saxe Drinking Water·Act. The Act provides EPA with 
the authority to designate aquifers as •sole source aquifers•. Once 
so designated, the Agency is then authorized to review projects that 
receive Federal financial assistance to determine if the project 
would contaminate the aquifer so as to create a significant hazard to 
public health. Pursuant to the Act, no commitment of Federal 
financial assistance may be entered into for any project that would 
contaminate a sole source aquifer that would create a significant 
hazard to public health. 

Based on the available information, the subject proposal does not 
involve Federal financial assistance and would, therefore, not be 
subject to the provisions of the Sole Source Aquifer Program. Hence, 

.the Agency would not pursue this project through the authority of 
1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act. · 

Plea~e contact me or John Hamilton at 404/347-3776 if you would like 
to discuss our comments. 

:,,.,,.,~~:~:,(-·.,.·: 

Sincerely, . -M\ .• 

~MA~: 
Heinz J. Mueller,· Chief 
Environmental-Policy Section: 
Federal-Activities-Branch 
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United States Department of the Interior nlfl~== 

lHlULYlUUTO: 

Nl6(SER-ODN) 

Mr. Robert v. Abbey 
District Manager 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Sou1hcas1 Regional Office 

75 Spring Sircct, S. W. 
Atlanta. Georgia 3030! 

Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive, suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

MAY I 4 1993 

·- -- . 
r __ .,. .. r··t 
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We have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
on the Shell Western Exploration and Production, Incorporated, 
Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well (DEC-93/0007) prepared by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), and submit the following comments •. 

<leneral comments 

The Miccosukee No. 3-1 exploratory oil and gas well proposed by 
Shell Western Exploration and Production, Inc. (SWEPI) is to be 
located approximately four miles east of Big cypress National 
Preserve (BICY) and 25 miles north of Everglades National Park 
(EVER). The proposed well location is on the Miccosukee Indian 
Reservation which borders the northeast boundary of BICY. 

SWEPI proposes to use directional drilling techniques to drill 
the Miccosukee No. 3-1 well. The surface location for the 
subject well is adjacent to Florida Water Conservation Area 3A 
(WCA 3A) in an area developed by Interstate 75, pasturelands, 
canals and levees. However, the bottomhole target lies beneath 
WCA 3A. EVER is immediately south of WCA 3A. 

Public concern for protecting the integrity of the Everglades 
ecosystem watershed has driven this environmental analysis 
process and the scope of the proposed action for the Miccosukee 
No. 3-1 well. According to the DEIS the BLM and BIA have 
prepared a more detailed .environmental impact statement in place 
of an environmental assessment to "demonstrate the agencys' 
recognition of the public concerns and to assure that the 
potential environmental impacts of the proposal would be 
thoroughly addressed." 

The DEIS appears deficient because it does not address the 
environmental impacts to the Everglades ecosystem from operations 

FG-8 -
• 

• Tm-• 
. United States Department of the Interior 

Gl!OLOOICAL SURVEY 

PIIDEli­
.lMDICA-

15 

15 

-

;i'! 

Hr. Robert V. Abbey 
District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Brianvood Drive, Suite 404 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 

Dear Hr. Abbey: 

WATEP. PJ!SOURCES DMSION -:i 
9100 N. W. 36th STREET 
MIAMI. PLORIOA Jms 

Hay 19, 1993 

I have reviewed and made comments concerning the final DEIS for the Shell 
Western E&P, Inc., Miccosukee 3-1 Exploratory Well prior to release to the 
public for tbe bearing. I have no post bearing comments to tbis document 
at this time. However, I do have a suggestion for future public bearings. 

While the Executive Summary is very informative, confusion by the public 
as to the hydrology of the Biscayne aquifer wss prevalent. I suggest 
including to the summary, a list of.appendices presented in the final DEIS. 
Also, I suggest including lists of references for each applicable appendix. 

·Thia would enable concerned citizens to access particular documents or 
information prior to the bearing. One specific appendix (A-6 "Hydrology 
Report") could have clarified the above confusion. 

If you have any questions, comments, or if I can be of any further 
assistance, please call me at (305) 526-2895. 

l!.JK:dr 

Sincerely, 

c'dw-a.u1 a ff ~dc.....-
Edvard J. Koazalka, Chief 
Investigative Studies Section 
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that would follow a hydrocarbon discovery. The DEIS limits the 
proposed action and environmental impact analysis to only 
exploratory drilling and testing operations. The DEIS downplays 
the chances of discovering hydrocarbon reserves by compiling "dry 
hole" statistics for southern Florida and deliberately avoids 
assessing environmental impacts of production from this 
exploration well, further exploratory drilling, and oil and gas 
field development. 

The DEIS states the chance of discovering oil or gas, based on 
historical drilling in the area, is seven percent (one in 14 
wells drilled become producers). We concur that "wildcat" 
exploratory drilling is highly speculative. However, technical 
information available only to SWEPI for this specific prospect 
may increase the chances of discovering a viable hydrocarbon 
reserve. 

It is certainly logical to assume that SWEPI will request 
permission to produce the subject exploratory well and pursue 
further drilling and production in the a~ea following discovery 
of a hydrocarbon reserve. Therefore, the DEIS should evaluate 
the environmental impacts associated with a successful discovery 
well. We suggest that the DEIS assess such impacts based on a 
reasonably foreseeable development scenario defined by the 
average oil and gas field size existing on the Sunniland Trend in south Florida. 

Field development would entail more access roads, drilling 
operations, pipelines, pro~essing equipment, traffic, etc. such 
development, depending on location, may pose a pronounced threat 
to resources and values of EVER and BICY. Potential impact 
issues include protection of hydrology, water quality, endangered 
species populations (e.g., Florida panther), vegetation, 
wildlife, air quality, and noise. 

Technical Comments 

The DEIS shows that SWEPI proposes to use some of the most 
environmentally sound technologies available to drill the subject 
exploratory well. These technologies include closed mud systems, 
partially lined pads, and on-site disposal of non-hazardous waste 
fluids via annular injection into the "boulder zone." 
Directional drilling of the Miccosukee No. 3-1 exploratory well 
from the proposed surface location including prescribed 
environmental protection techniques will likely mitigate direct 
and indirect impacts to EVER, BICY and WCA 3A. The proposed 
action in the DEIS addresses most issues typically raised 
concerning exploratory drilling operations. However, the 
following few concerns remain: 

· J 1. The proposed action addresses the drilling of water wells on 
82 the oil well drilling pad. However, the DEIS does not discuss 

plugging and abandonment methods·for the water wells. Section 
2.2.1.s, Abandonment and Reclamation, should describe proposed 

-• 
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methods to accomplish water well plugging and abandonment. 

2. Figure 2-5 defines areas on the drilling pad that will be 
lined and bermed to prevent surface and subsurface contamination. 
This includes the area for the drill rig and temporary storage 
!or drill cuttings. We suggest expanding the lined and bermed 
area on the pad for well testing, !racing, or acidizing 
operations because more equipment having leak potential will be 
on the location. Additional lined and bermed area on the 
drilling pad will afford more secure space for well testing or 
treating equipment and associated storage tanks. 

In summary, drilling and testing of the proposed Miccosukee Well 
3-1 well as proposed in the DEIS will not likely affect the 
environments of either BICY or EVER. conversely, major drilling 
and field development programs that could follow a hydrocarbon 
discovery in the area may cause adverse environmental impacts to 
BICY and EVER. The DEIS remains deficient in describing 
potential oil !ield development and assessing associated 
environmental impacts to the Everglades ecosystem. 

Please contact Bruce Rodgers at 404 331-4916 if you have any 
questions about these comments. 

Sincerely, 

;.:\,::(,».~.-,.."<·<·'., 
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.. WHAT'S GOING ON' 
HERE? 

Mr. Robert Abbey 
Jackson District Office 
U. S. Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive 
Suite 404 
Jackson, MS 39206 

Dear Mr. Abbey: 

April 19, 1993 

,- ·--~------··· 'l <, ~ m ~ n ~-0 ~ i>. 

\Wf i:;;;;-1lli\ 
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It is Land Management's responsibility to protect those areas which are critical to the 
environment which impacts mankind. You, as our charge over these important issues, are to 
be made responsible and accountable for the decisions that we ourselves would have made. 
I'm relying on you to make the most mindful and heartfelt decision that's needed in 
regard to Shell Oil Company drilling in Florida Everglades. It's a fact that the fresh water in 
Florida (especially in the southern region) is in big trouble. The Florida Bay is dying as is 
the wild ·Jife there, the warnings given fishermen about eating any fish is saddening, 
whales/porpoise/turtles/manatees are beaching themselves because they are dying with 
diseases related to pollution of Florida waters. We have already cut canals and redirected 
waterways in our quest to better the system. It's evident to all of us that we have not 
accomplished those goals. LET'S STOP- RETHINK OUR END RESULTS FIVE (5), 
TEN (10) OR TWENTY (20) YEARS DOWN THE ROAD. If we fail to do this, there 
will be NO road or anyone to enjoy this magnificent planet. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS REQUEST 0!_~ 9YZJJ;N WHO'S 
VER)' lNCERNED ABOUT THIS EART~:r·~~ t:1,. ...... 1.... .'..n. ~ t/,,1. / ~ 

Sincereiy, 1 t'°"l ',)-~?'-,., &e~;· '!l)a,,v,u.,J fl 4,. · : 
~ ~u- ?-/ ~A4il; ~ 

~,u~d,,c_,.y- /J-tvJu.0-#tLLth/ c/f,1<.l, ~ 

~~~-~~~~~~ 
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EARf H DAY '91 RESOLIIT/ON 

Opposing Oil Drilli~g in the Eyerglades 
I , • • •• . 

• WHEREAS the Everglades are considered lo be Florida's greatest natural resource and provide 
habitat for many ~ndanger~d species of flora an~ fauna: , . · 

• WHEREAS the Everglades wetlands recharge the Aguller which Is the sole source of South 
Florida's potable i,vater supply; ' , '· · · . • ' .• 

• WHEREAS Shell OIi is requesting a permit to drlll for oll In the Ev~rglades which may· destroy this 
valuable resource; . . 

,:THERE~~AE, we ltie undersigned oppo:;e Sh11II 011'& permit request to drill In tho Evorgli.des. 

Address Phone 
'.,~ \h ·,c ~'?'>.,. ,,I(. ,,"'\P. i"J3• -,, 7,..,,~1- '.I?~·.~ 

24. 

25. 
26. 
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/" TELL SHELL OIL T&STAY OUT OF THE L.:;/ERGLADES.! ·-··.:. 

The Shell Oil Company intends lo drill for oil on Miccosukee bnd just outside the Big Cypress Naiional 
Preserve, under the waler conservation area #3. The Everglades is a "Wetland of lnlj!rnational Impor­
tance", a 'World Heritage Park" and a "World Biosphere Pre~erve" labeled by the United Nations. jrhe 
ecosystem supports more diversity of life than ariy other single bioregion in the North American conti­
nent; yet, the Everglades is among the most sensitive and endangered ecosystems in the world. Tht area 
for the proposed drilling site is prime habitat for one of the most endangered species in the world, .the Florida Panther. j 

Join Earth First! in a nationwide boycott of Shell service stations and sign the petition below if y0:u 
want Shell Oil lo know of your opposition to this outrageous and arrogant plan to profit at the expense of the Everglades. · l 

NAME . / ,/. COMMENTS 

E-R1L if,.LE:IZ fl1'r."i/&"i."CoiL fdT?l~ ,·~--4-lr-o._,--;-;J &'rn1a5 
m,1,~,/1.D':f.",,l'nnRs.>-1 J..1/JAl./t-f 1-i.1 rr.•" · · 

':I I .. ,f."1:Y> ·H&ilf ~lcn MC{r... "TIIE~/ ~19'1:NTi>Mf .• l'•llftml(i,11~Ti"P.,,,
1 .-,t.l.4~ r ww t,JevHv 4J.u, Y!ue. tatfS 11£ ()j(_ a&,-µ ~ M ./1-;e ,. r , tv. I ,. -tlw£ . ......... ~-.6~.o.1!..r§.l:!.-r;.!J.,._,_.._J_'Lf?.tr..Tfl~-'ti:t:k.... ___ _ 

_'-.ff.L4$.££llfi1.JJ...~14/.l.,.~y0, a1u/<; c/.,,,4 ad t4 a/t-ec,,,d (Vt'f m:~ ..lli_~ pR- :l-odo;,,,o ~A. m,a&J 

--k~ w'h ,~ "'~' A-=~~ 
iee ~ 17'e~~ ~ vorlJ.-~;f ~s-6@ 
r ~~-IJJ4i{/clot//z., - ro~.,1. S, I'/. 4S.C. _I v _ 

R N_. >. II , I) '~. n L_.11. I .l\f\ ' "-.,i ...1),~1.....,;:;.n,~ . -.1e~~--c:r.:,~-"'!,,«i~~c: t.:l..A.lU.::l .. ,!t.uc:;!.:'...::'.l,~-'--Q.u..:.c,...:;J 
t-'Z< !TS :ru mE AL:rq,a,Mftrec @LS 

:f wlU.. (.t?r Atf'o11-h--n., C,+o,,t) I 

I u/t'tr sto.o ,fu..ur'n a jmtv !JasL. @L__________ -
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We the undersig~id ·u:ist that our governtb.~tj{rej~~· 
exploit the Florida Everglades !or commerciiil'q~~i:l~p~~~t~i 
water resources of South Florida are now so hlgffi~treljse 
exploitation by-Sh~ILQH Company and others wo.uld,Jg!?: ' 
preciouslife-supportst'il~ein:Without the waters of the Ever1 . ·- _ 
as we know it, woul~~{ease to exist. For. .. our~~W~s!49-ur,;2!_liJ~jJ"iw~iurge 
P~esident Cl~ton to intervene now in thiscrisis;~~ton ~ll1h~~es~~~~:~;at his 
disposal, to fmally solve the problell}s th.~thilX~-P.JlJ,~e1i;1!,S·fp.¥f!!fY:Ye.~,:s,J1,pd to 
stop Shell from doing its business·in c>ifr:water:,';" ·· • .. '.,,. 

, ...... 
Name: Address: Phone: 

·' . J" .Q.0-1"- y'l.,-L>c,t., i.-\lA'-' Nog,b-fu-v. c1,~-~~~\s"fi.':3~:f31 
4,, U- l)fJ le I!./, ti/ 

• • ··; • -~- • - A "'• •• .;., •"""•" •' ,.,. • 

·Jil,,Jfa,e. i);: ·~; (!~~t>o l5el~bPl 3 2=?..r,, . ' 
l:J/3 f:aa-J.e.-bur'I Bd. w.~~tr Rrk, Ft ?.) n1 :Bq,~~ Aloe f 

{; ...) 

Please returri filled petitions to: Friends of the Everglades, 
101 Westward Drive, #2, Miami Springs FL 33166; Phone 305-888-1230 
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SAVE THE EVERGLADES 
STOP SHELL OJLI 

TO: Hr. Sld Voge.lpohl 
Bureau of Land Management 

-FR: Concerned cltlzens of Florida 

Hr. Vogelpohl -

we de°inand that you deny Shell 011 Company permlsslo~ to 
exploit our one and only Everglades. This unique ecosystem la 
already threatened by mercury, dloxln, and pesticides. We dare 
not add oil exploration to that 11st. 

Further, we are outraged that such a potentially damaging 
project could be ~ndertaken without an Environmental Impact 
statement, We implore you to lnunedlately call fox a full EJS. 

There ls only one Everglades, but there are many ways to 
meet our·natlon's future energy needs. Energy efficiency and 
clean, renewable sources of energy must form the cornerstone of 
the United States energy strategy, Please stop the needless 
destruction of Florida's River of Grass: · 

ADDRES,S PHONE 

(}~/d 5u ,"/~.f »/1-,.,,_ ·FI 'JYJ7 ~..::Ji12-s) 
1.~~~~~F-fi!.f-~~~.,,--.,--,-;:---;-~~~----:--~~-'--~-=-- (' 

2
• /J..Pf /),{, 0- 7 ')..,,ch_ .. :J:3t?,A( _ · 

NAME 

. 
3

• ,~\,J1
::.\_ i\,\\0 I o~ '_191.11\(li 11?\t/\ 

.
4

)ii,, ,•(,t> / /./1., //f./2,;,. _.•. ·~~r.(. ,.-

{._ ,·. - -... i 'j ·: ~ . 1,, 
S. / /·/.,,-'·•·•·VJ i} r._(v, ). ·, .. 111 

f, \ \\ ~ - '• • f • I • ,•. 
6. ( kt·.'\•.' ~f,:lt)•\·,.yt dt.~ .Jl'' 

K \ .;· .e:-.: ::- . : .... ·. 

~ "-fJ<'!)~. 

.,. ,')) 
·.1 • -~·\,V, 

l ,;70 !f/UI j/(, 
J/t.r·"' .. 4_>,",1 .:1 . ..-;· t;·<::; tt.:-;;d<-p·,·,.r.s;~,·,, 
//(rP, {',}.,, .. . :),('I-• t•J., 11,°". 

,, . .. • I\ 1.~ :1, \\l •: ;, \ \\ \·).\, 

,. ''I • ,.. /.. 
·8. \ I, r 1'-i/.-, "•'/' j ;~Ii 

/ ; J I .fl •t..} ,f I /' . ·' 
·9 •' • • ,;_ 9,.'/1·:~ .'.' ;,_, ,"I'~.' 

. /,' JJ, l; l . ' ... 10
0

• z,~ : ':/1(.[,\1,!''s 

• • i· ·> J • " '. r I \··11 . . l'l·' ' ·. , .. y·,•·,).. y\ \ 
i ... : l ~ (. . ·-. ' . ;_ 12. ·tJ f d '1 \)r~.;1-'I'·\. · I\! 1'; ..... · .. · I• , •....• .-.. ., , 

I Jn l_ _., I . 1 • tr i •. 1, <1 

\f''(\'l'I 
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GREE"'NPEAC£ 
WE, the undersigned, call upon The Bureau of Land Management and The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, to halt the proposed drilling by SHELL OIL COMPANY, INC. in the 
FLORIDA EVERGLADES. In spite of the Environmental Impact Study (EiC), paid for by 
SHELL, which states that the proposed drilling would be "safe•, the EVERGLADES are 
an already over stressed ecosystem and cannot withstand the additional consequences 
of disruption and contamination from drilling. 
WE demand that you deny SHELL OIL: CO, INC. pe,mlsslon to further destroy lhe . · ·<1 \' : 
EVERGLADES. . 

PLEASE PRINT 
', 

1· 
\ 

•\ ': 
NM~ fl'-J,11,, ·2-

?J°?J J.b L 

o~C 
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~-,:~~;.' 
.;;., -~· 

I ··--· • 
• 1P~ !H Wfl 
I, .. , ----·----

\lrJ\ i~ 2 9 003 Jl!l' ·· 
March 24, 1993 II BUREAU OF I.AIID MWGEMENT • JACIISOH DISTRICI Offli:£ .. · 

Robert v. Abbry 
United States of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
411 Briarwood Drive,Suite 404· 
Jackson.Mississippi 39206 

Dear Sir, 
subject: Draft Enviromental Impact Statement Shell Western 

E & P Ins. 
Exploratory Well - Miccosukee Indian Reservation, Broward 

County, Florida 
The Scope of Analysis is very well written but there were 

two concerns maybe should ~e considered. 
The No Action is varranted for the reasons listed. 
Where and If Temporary abandment is warranted there should 

be a definite length of time set for the Shell Oil Co • 
to abandon the area. Temporary abandonment might not be 

strong enough words. When the embargo on oil vas put on 
South Africa - every oil co. but Shell Oil Co. pulled out 
but Shell Oil co. - they stayed and fueled·tbe,military 

who were sending their tanks to kill the youth of that 
Country. It seems that where human rights are concerned 

Shell Oil Co is not very concerened. Another thought is 
that we Floridians love our sunsets without oil rigs to 

appear on the horizon. 

···:· 

-~./i:.-·-
I 

;..•/h. 
.. 'At::~ 

··it.~·· 
Tf ... 

.. ••. 

~ ~.{:;t: 
f-~'#:, 

t{;~~-·· 

.:·; -~ .. r .. ·· 

• ;."I'-~. •,. 

Sincerelv, . 

~,~-il~ 
;If f' {) ))w,;itw.. )d; 1f /tJ I -~.: . 

~ . ~ .£,,;,,,.,) p. 330 ;j.,: 
"1 •.•. IA /)AL...· ~ ·l~ - ~ Y,1. • •·,•:'•• • ..-A. - ,~,{~·· 
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--
Richard A. Johnson, M.D., P.A., F.A.C.S. II 

Browanl Genaal Medical Building 
1625 S.E. 3rd Ave., Suile 721 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316 
Tdephone (305) 523-7920 
Fax (30S) S2J.6723 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As concerned residents of Broward County, we are writing 
to show our rejection of Shell Oil Company's application 
for oil drilling in the Everglades. The Everglades are 
a precious natural resource and we feel .that any type of 
oil drilling is irresponsible and preposterous! Not only 
is our water supplied by the aquifer which could be con­
taminated but any oil spill accident will have devastating 
effect of the wildlife that inhabit the Everglades. 

Please do not allow this to happeh by denying Shell's 
utilization of Florida's Everglades for oil exploration. 
Many of us are Shell credit card holders and arc willing 
to boycott in protest of their actions. 

Name JILL ~C~.EE~ S 
Address 172B N \llCID?IA PY-- l?b IT LAU'b, FL. 3'3:30 

Name :5"µ11 .t,v :;F'/c.<:1~rt/,· ~ .. -··-·"" .......... . 
Address f'/;z..o ;:$/?V, 1/J :nrr. r1. ~rrl. 'S"JJI# '· 

Name {!//£:5/;,.,/7 ;(./.A'fr'!f'('"-/ _ _ . 
Address5,;;:2s· ... Ult) ,3<,,~ ..t..c~J ~.):..S f /. 333,~ 

. ...-;, 
Name t-S~MtJ\.'-e_!) \11,'\o....oct,A.J"'-<!. . ,... .,.. 
Addresssvc:.~-rU-0 °3Lt)~\ f.._,..,,<Ct1<,•, r· 1 .. _,'">;,31'-, 

Name '2-{;~l K.1,t. l.4.1-e-da:~ ;L,('' I•. r 01 I. ·,· .. 1 . 
Address /1,011S' 1,j(A., 117tl'~ J, 1 1,·1« • . 

1
11•· 1 

Name .~-.I,_~~"-\.. ._,,, . 4 _/h ~33 II 
Address /3/V)? W· 3:). ~, ././ ~· 

~ /1 / 

'-~ -J}r ~4-

---- ------------- ·-·. 

'1>-~0i 
• I . 

\ 

SB\T BY:ktnko's Hot (ywood, Fl : 5-18-83 ; 9:osrM :Kll\'KO'S-HOLLYIVOOO.Fl .. 601 8775440:# 2 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau ot Lands Management 
411 Briarwuod Driv~, Suite Lo4 
Jackson, HS J02o6 

Attention Robert Abbey 

Doftr Mr. Abbe:y-1 

810 N. 70 Avenue 
Hollywood, FL 3.30211 
May- 17, 1993 

Tbs proposed oil drillin& in tha Everalodas is an outrageous defiance or 
logic and reason. 

The evidence against the proposal is so over11hollld.ng as to be obVioua ovrm 
to e. child. To .1eol)llrdbe our precioua water supply llould be suicidal. 
'!'ha habitat destruction that will occur is intolorable. And your atater.,ent 
that there may be aoms waal<nuee in the plan is spocious•-there shouldn't 
ovon bo a ~ to oxploro tor oil in tho llivt!lr ot Oraa11. The Everglade11 
is alraidy -eiaane;ered. When an environmental impact state11\Bnt propered 
tor Sha l concludes tho the exploratory wall llould "have only 111inor 
enviroMOntal impact," I 11111 rel!linded of tha times vhsn I have been in a 
medioal ottioe and have boen advised "Thia lftllY' hurt II little." After 
t~ til'st tillll!I I learned boll to interpret t'At, and I do not believe 
the onviromnentnl imi,act stotc11111nt aithor. nyone with an:, sense knows 
d11'turontly, no matter how lll8llY' paid ot'ficiala swear to a fiction. 

How can you do this to ua and our Evorgladoa? 

~11\erely, Q l 
\J/JJd•ii;eJy ' ~ 'e-e l 
The..,.pereona ~e PJIIIZII!, addrosses, and signatures !ollow join me in this protestr 

/.1~.~- Au-t1-#lef., 
)to:nia Farbia.H't, 6737 Rose~ RutK 1!111, 2033 Jeffer~on Street 

Mirtrnar, FL E,g23 2) d !lollywood, FL )3017 

I_ /f'-M4~ ya.&~.)f,S.~. '$-lfnA +~ 
~ IJI'-'> ;1tDpben liroano, l02S'l Cypress Court Batty IBusney, 30';/ N. Ooean Blvd. 
iq.-1/1,!, Pemproke Pines, FL JJ026 Apt. J, Ft. Lauderdale, l'L ))JOB · t~c~ ~~ 

Lorrai.na Oook, 21121 S,W. BS' ,\vo., Linda Hoag, 321 s.t1. 83 Avo. 
Ho. 20S, Miami, FL 33189 Ft. Laudordslo, FL 33068 

~~ J,j_,/.A/_ '>'f_,,'.A.UL>.J......,::;,f 

N ak, J!rlO l'oxcrott Road Lihllippar(,'"i,2f:fw~ ioS' Ave. 
. Ii r, FL 3J02S' ~ ~ FL 33328 

Elsie Kolesar, 208h s.w. liS Manor 
Ft. Lau:lerdaJ.e, n. 3331S 

-
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April 20, 1993 

Jackson District Office 
Bureau of Land Manageirent 
411 Briarwood Drive,. suite 404 
Jackson, Miss 39206 

Gentlerren: 

,..:.. -r···. 
'l~l)L©..U.1.IL,,: 11<, 'I .. 
(Jn l M.a:, , 4 1900 I~< 

....... _ .. _____ ....... 
.::1 ;::~_.·.~.~~~t -~{t~;t!t;?:i;~~~!n' 

- -·· . . 

Please do not approve drilling for oil in the Everglades. ·We are running out 
of pristine-iiabitats--we need them to survive in this world. You should know 
that. Man exists only with the ocean, plants and animals in balance. 

Keep the airports out of there also. Florida is unique. Keep it that way. 
Besides, if the oil carpanies had any guts, they should all be cooperating 
to change over gasoline and other oil products to environ:rentally safe 
products. Greed, greed, greed! 11 Technology exists but no one in a position 
of responsibility will grab the lead. to negate the need for oil drilling. 

I have a Shell credit card of which I am proud and have used many, many years. 
I will cut it up and send it back to the caipany if they drill in unique, 
environrentally areas in Florida. I love Florida. I can drive a car with 
a different type of propellant if they will just imke it available. 

Rareni>er that unique expanse known as Alaska, with its pristine wildemess. 
. And the culprit in that was a passing tanker. And you know how tragic that 

Exxon Valdeea spill was and stIII"Is. I did ~ accept an offer recently 
fran Exxon for a credit card. 

Sincerely yours, 

/,i/~h /I!, /i?tc~ 
Helen M. Roeder 
830 NE 14 Place 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304 

~s~ 
f),14J.d., cf~~ 

/ ~6'l rlc Jt St­

fJM:.f,u./d 1k R .3.:s~ ~1 
I 

9:,a- -/?. ~ 
t:1' ~,_., "X.f z. 7 ¢ ~ 

/. / • .,_ ?H.A_...,,,_,. ?-/ 

'i&.u~~ 
~ft Uu Jq Pt... •IJ ...,,.,. ~,JI. J,,,e,'l-; 




