Fuller’s earth was discovered near Quincy, Gadsden County, Heavy
in 1893. Originally used by Fullers to remove oil from wool, mineral 9
its later usefulness in processing mineral oils made fuller's sand '
earth an important industrial commodity. Mining continues
in the region today. Modern uses of fuller's earth include
oil-absorptive products and cat litter.

Heavy mineral mining began
in 1916 near Mineral City
(now Ponte Vedra Beach) to
supply ilmenite for WWI
titanium tetrachloride pro-
duction. In the mid-1920s,
zircon and rutile were also
produced in this area.
Other beach deposits near
Jacksonville, Melbourne,
and Vero Beach were

Onte Vedra Beach worked through the WWII
years. Today production is
limited to inland mines in
northeastern Florida and

St. Augustine along the Trail Ridge.

Since pre-historic times man has
utilized the natural materials
from the earth for constructing
shelters, tools, utensils, and
weapons. The earliest mining in
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Americans, who quarried the
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In the 1500’s, Spanish settlers and
soldiers quarried coquina limestone
near St. Augustine to form building

blocks for their forts and homes.

Limestone has been
used in Florida as a
building material and
source of lime and
ment since Spanish
4 times. High-purity
_ wangilimestone has been
.« gquarried near Ocala,
Marion County, since
the turn of the century
Limestone is still an
important industry in
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ranks among the top ten states
in the nation in industrial
mineral production. Florida’s
minerals are utilized both locally
and worldwide.

Pebble phosphate
was discovered in X
the late 1880’s in
central Florida nea
Ft. Meade, Polk
County. Its discov-
ery eventually led
to the demise of the
hardrock deposit
mining. Today the
region is known as
the Central Florida
Phosphate District.
Several companies
operate mines in
the district.

A central Florida phosphate mine.
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refractories. Common clay, mined
in small quantities from various
locations throughout the state, is
used in the manufacture of brick,
cement and lightweight aggregate.

masonry cement.
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For more information contact the Florida Geological Survey, 903 West Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL 32304, Phone 850-488.4191, Fax: 850-488-8086, Web: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/geology/default.htm



