DUSTRIAL MINERALS

Making Modern Life Possible

Fuller’s earth was discovered near Quincy, Gadsden County,
in 1893. Originally used by Fullers to remove oil from wool,
its later usefulness in processing mineral oils made fuller's
earth an important industrial commodity. Mining continues
in the region today. Modern uses of fuller's earth include
oil-absorptive products and cat litter.
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St. Augustine

In the 1500’s, Spanish settlers and
soldiers quarried coquina limestone
near St. Augustine to form building

blocks for their forts and homes.
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Pebble phosphate,
was discovered in
the late 1880’s in %X -
central Florida nea
Ft. Meade, Polk A
County. Its discov-
ery eventually led
to the demise of the
hardrock deposit
mining. Today the

\ region is known as
O ton‘ the Central Florida
Phosphate District.

Several companies

operate mines in
‘ “ the district.
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