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30°— Florida has at least 7,800 lakes, far more than most other states. They are valued as attractive places to live near and 19 LIBERTY 20‘
for recreation, but they also are valuable as sources of water for agriculture, industry, and public or private utilities. \ | L 1 _1
The U.S. Geological Survey collects both basic hydrologic data and data for specific hydrologic concerns. The data are N ~ \ 2
used by the Survey and by other resource agencies to assess the effects of these multiple uses on the physical, "’/ 22 | C Az
biological, and chemical composition of the lakes. The Survey has collected hydrologic data on about 600 lakes. To \ 1 /— _\ LA FAYEA o) -
determine trends and rates of change, long-term records of stage and water quality have been collected on 233 lakes — GULF - SN = UNION —t
generally larger lakes or lakes of special value because of their location or uses. \ FRANKLIN fﬂ ! >\ - ST. JOHNS kd
This map report indicates, by use of triangles, the locations of the 233 lakes for which 10 or more years of stage data ) “ ’ { "
were collected. The color of the triangle indicates the number of years of record. The locations are numbered from north ’ ~— 4 S
to south by the latitude and longitude of the stations. That number is the “Map Reference” in the first column of < P \l/
table 1. This table indicates the name of the lake, a nearby city, years of record, period and frequency of data collection, J - 36
surface area, rank by size, if the lake is a manmade reservoir, and if the lake was meandered during the original State ‘ [ 37
surveys. The size of each lake in the table is shown both in acres of surface area at normal elevations and in a ranked A GILC ST
order in relationship to all other named lakes in the State from the largest to the smallest. Because all lakes were @ { ALACHUA
considered, the numbers are not sequential and become increasingly approximate for lakes with a surface area smaller DIXIE
than 200 acres. x> I
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF LAKES IN FLORIDA Tuble 1. Lakes in Florida with 10 or more years of stage and other records. ( A?
_The typical lake in Florida occupies a depression formed by solution in the thick limestone of the Florida upland and [ Daily stage records [ Weekly stage records [ Monthly stage records .
is shallow, small, . and A compr list of lake depths does not exist, but Kenner (1964) D Twice or thrice weekly records D Twice monthly stage records . Fragmentary (irregular) stage records LEVY A44
reported that for 73 Florida lakes, maximum depths ranged from 80 feet for Kingsley Lake to 5 feet for Lake Poinsett. -
The maximum depth for these 73 lakes averaged 20 feet. About 7,000 of the 7,800 lakes are smaller than 100 acres, and S
only 144 are larger than 640 acres (1 mi2) (Dickinson and others, 1982). More than 70 percent of all Florida lakes have
:g;:;face outlet at ordinary elevations (Heath and Conover, 1981). Less than half of the more than 7,800 lakes are Period and frequency of stage data Period and frequency of stage data
299} The 233 lakes listed in this report are not typical. They include most of the larger lakes, and they are likely to have Years Surface Rank Years Surface Rank
streams entering and leaving them. All 233 lakes are named. A large number of the lakes that did not form by solution Map Name of lake and of @ 8 392318 382 L g B areain by sizel Map Name of lake and of 3 B8 39231238 212 g gareain by sizel
f limest: £ luded ref. reference city record® 2 22X 2232323322 acres ref. reference city record® 2 2 2 X 222222 2 acres
of limestones are included. " . R
‘Whether typical or not, gaged or not, no lake in Florida is unimportant. Each provides a micr to
moderate the extremes of hot and cold that are common at these latitudes over much of the rest of the world (Swanson,
1984). 80 Lake Adair at Orlando 15 [ ] 22 1,520 24 Kingsley Lake at Camp Blanding 1,627 79
Cooke (1939) surmised that many of Florida’s larger lakes resulted from fluctuations in sea levels. Some lakes, such 159 Lake Alfred at Lake Alfred 17 o 736 124 208 Lake Kissimmee near Lake Wales3 34,760 4
as those in the St‘ Joh‘nsLRwer.ch.am Tsala A].:oplfa and others, were estuaries to the sea during earlier inundations; 133 Lake Alice near Odessa 14 94 599 56 Lady Lake near Lady Lake 190 324
whereas Lakes O] and P as well as several ]alL(fes in the Kissimmee River basin, were 119 Lake Allen near Lutz 14 28 1,320 170 Lake Lena at Auburndale 208 298 ' N S E T 1
depressmns. in the ocean floor that freshened as and tides to form a sill between the sea and 20 Alligator Lake at Lake City 20 348 229 215 Lake Letta near Avon Park3 471 178
the depression. 187 Alligator Lake at Safety Harbor? 36 76 711 109 Lake Linda at Denham 31 1,276
105 Alligator Lake near Ashton3 43 3,401 51 173 Lake Lipsey near Sulphur Springs 22 1,500
LOCATION OF LAKES 33 Lake Altho near Waldo3 10 555 156 29 Little Lake Johnson near Keystone Heights 35 1,220
16 Andrews Lake near Shady Grove 10 44 1,078 68 Little Lake at Floral Ci s == i
Lakes are not uniformly distributed over the State. About 50 percent of the lakes in Florida are located in just 8 of its 185 Lake Annie at Waverly3 v 15 534 164 42 li)chioo:a i:ke :tr[_,of}:;zosaa 8 S(S)g 8?:; - SUMTER
67 co\{ntles-Osceola with the most, and followed by Orange, Lake., Polk, Jac.kson, Pasco, Washmgton, al.’ld Marion 229 Lake Annie near Lake Placid?® 28 85 642 214 Lake Lotela near Avon Parks 795 117 .
Counties. In contrast, only 5 percent of the lakes are located in the eight counties that comprise south Florida. 76 Lake Apopka at Winter Garden? 49 30,630 5 87 Lake Louisa near Clermont3 3,659 49
Named and unnamed lakes in Florida, by county 74 Lake Apshawa near Minneola 32 110 525 17 Low Lake near Wellborn ' 69 730 HERNA les \/\ -
[Modified from Heath and Conover, 1981] 213 Lake Arbuckle near Avon Park 43 3,787 45 228 Lower Myakka Lake near Sarasota 586 151
162 Ariana Lake at Auburndale3 20 [ 1,019 105 149 Lake Lowery near Haines City 897 109
County ~ Named Unnamed Total | County Named Unnamed Total | County Named Unnamed Total 158 Lake Arietta near Auburndale 15 = 764 121 184 Lake Lulu near Eloise3 307 243 R .
. 186 Banana Lake near Highland City3 15 = 343 230 163 Lake Magdalene near Lutz 232 284 95
Alach 58 111 169 | Hamilton 16 11 27 | Okeechob 1 69 70 3
S 5 5 2 |les5s o 5 E Or:::e" = 55 e 166 Bay Lake near Sulphur Springs 39 37 1210 31 Magnolia Lake near Keystone Heights 201 304 yACh A
Bay 37 12 49 | Hendry 2 64 66 | Osceola 78 799 877 93 Bay Lake near Vineland 17 436 192 72 Lake Malt_land at Winter Pa.rk 452 186 PASCO
Bradford 7 7 14 | Hernando 81 49 130 | Palm Beach 12 3 15 108 Black Lake near Odessa 35 5 2,620 202 Lake Marian near Kenansville3 5,727 28
28° Brevard 22 67 89 | Highlands 84 1 95 | Pasco 141 159 300 211 Blue Cypress Lake near Fellsmere 29 6,522 23 167 Lake Mariana near Auburndale 503 171
i Browerd 2 53 77 | Hillsborough 145 93 238 | Pinellas 2 12 38 26 Blue Pond near Keystone Heights 10 201 303 157 Lake Marion near Haines City3 2,968 55
Galhoun 31 5 36 | Holmes 59 3 62 | Polk 300 250 550 50 Bowers Lake near Oklawaha 13 633 143 97 Lake Mary Jane near Narcoossee 1,161 93
Charlotte 5 141 146 | Indian River 5 19 24 | Putnam 117 147 264 12 Lake Bradford near Tallahassee 31 182 340 226 Lake McCoy near Lake Placid® 54 915
Citrus 23 14 37 | Jackson 153 171 324 | St. Johns 0 6 6 139 Brant Lake near Lutz 14 56 560 191 Lake McLeod at Eagle Lake3 488 172
Clay = R e B 0 Bl e 5 A o 32 Brooklyn Lake at Keystone Heights 28 635 141 6 Lake Miccosukee near Miccosukee$ 6,312 2 °5°E°L‘
Collier 29 17 46 | Lafayette 33 32 65 | Santa Rosa 47 5 52 113 Browns Lake near Lutz 14 29 1,300 85 Lake Minnehaha at Clermont3 2,410 60 ——
Columbia. 38 14 52 | Lake 274 298 572 | Sarasota 3 12 15 99 Lake Bryan near Vineland 16 210 294 62 Lake Monroe near Sanford3 8,840 15
Dade 38 43 81 | Lee 11 L 88 | Seminole 141 44 185 48 Lake Bryant near Silver Springs® 28 1,261 86 102 Moon Lake near New Port Richey 98 572 208
De Soto 7 34 41 | Leon 74 37 111 | Sumter 60 193 253 152 Buck Lake near Lake Fern 13 O 45 1,050 123 Mound Lake near Odessa 64 800 202
Dixie 27 49 76 | Levy 30 71 101 | Suwannee 19 15 34 207 Lake Buffum near Alturas? 13 [ 1,570 80 196 Mountain Lake near Lake Wales 158 385
Duval 10 13 23 | Liberty 29 1 30 | Taylor 25 n % 23 Lake Butler at Lake Butler 20 437 191 89 Neff Lake near Brooksville 224 287
Escambia 22 4 26 | Madison 70 43 113 | Union 3 0 3 88 Lake Butler at Windermere3 52 1,665 78 39 Newnans Lake near Gainesville3 7,350 20
Flagler 12 4 16 | Manatee 5 14 19 | Volusia 83 157 240 128 Calm Lake near Odessa 18 125 478 130 North Crystal Lake near Lutz 39 1,170
Franklin 23 6 29 | Marion 88 196 284 | Wakulla 24 20 44 110 Camp Lake near Denham 17 20 1,680 18 Ocean Pond at Olustee3 1,793 74
Gadsden 23 11 34 | Martin 2 10 12 | Walton 70 20 90 172 Lake Carroll near Sulphur Springs 39 195 319 41 Lake Ocklawaha near Orange Springs? 10,800 13 0
Gilchrist 6 5 11 | Monroe 0 0 0 | Washington 244 51 295 78 Lake Catherine at Groveland 20 137 443 5 Lake Octahatchee near Jennings 198 313 L
Glades 9 4 13 | Nassau 2 0 2 - 156 Chapman Lake near Lutz 14 = 42 1,130 230 Lake Okeechobee3 436,500 1 HLANDS
Gulf 9 0 9 | Okaloosa 50 8 58 Total 3,483 4,300 7,783 147 Lake Charles near Lutz 14 = 15 1,800 43 Orange Lake at Orange Lake3 13,160 11 HARDEE Y
4 Cherry Lake near Cherry Lake 11 [ 483 173 231 Lake Osbourne near Lantana3 370 219 21
NUMBER OF LAKES 75 Cherry Lake near Groveland 29 520 168 182 Lake Otis at Winter Haven 144 420 “ OKEECHOBEE !
44 Chunky Pond near Bronson 18 650 140 107 Lake Padgett near Lutz 200 305 \
In 1965-66, a list of 7,712 lakes, including 3,401 named lakes, was compiled by the U.S. Geological Survey from the 155 Church Lake near Citrus Park 28 C i e [ 741 21 Palestine Lake near Olustee 924 107 'ta L 220 (
best maps then available and published by the then Florida Board of Conservation (1969). Unnamed lakes smaller 71 Church Lake near Groveland 16 ] 155 389 64 Lake P: ffkee near Lake P: ffkeed 4,821 33 | N S E T 2
than 10 acres were generally not counted. Even though better maps and newer data on individual lakes now exist, the 9 Clarks Hole near Greenhead 28 10 2,120 81 Park Lake at Orlando 7 2350 \
list published in 1969 remains the basis for most sub luding a tabulation, by county, of 7,783 222 Lake Clay near Lake Placid3 11 361 221 111 Parker Lake near Odessa 94 601
27° lakes in Heath and Conover (1981). 100 Clear Lake at San Antonio 20 158 383 177 Lake Parker at Lakeland3 2,291 61 O
Lakes are ephemeral compared to other land features. Lakes can appear and disappear naturally or by design. 209 Lake Clinch at Frostproof3 38 1,194 920 225 Lake Pearl at Lake Placid3 67 760 T
Reservoirs or open water areas created for agricultural, industrial, or real estate purposes are usually considered 90 Lake Conway at Pine Castle? 33 1,079 99 28 Pebble Lake near Keystone Heights 10 2,080 DE SOTO 1 S ET 1
lakes. Conversely, some lakes eutrophy over time into marsh, or drain naturally. This report considers the 7,800 total 122 Cooper Lake near Lutz 12 0 83 674 188 Lake Pierce near Waverly3 3,736 46
and 3,500 named lakes (Heath and Conover, 1981) as currently the most reasonable estimate. 77 Lake Corrine near Orlando 13 = 193 321 227 Lake Placid near Lake Placid3 3,381 53
It is noteworthy that the original State surveys were to include a boundary, called a meander, around navigable 138 Lake Crenshaw near Lutz 14 33 1,240 160 Platt Lake near Lutz 63 835
lakes; however, only 236 lakes were meandered in those surveys (Heath and Conover, 1981). Of those, the 94 117 Crescent Lake near Odessa 14 46 1,033 233 Playland Isles Lake 4 2645 - - - Lake —
meandered lakes that have long-term records are indicated in table 1. 94 Crews Lake (south) near Loyce 17 749 122 98 Lake Poinsett near Cocoa3 4,293 39 230
204 Crooked Lake near Babson Park3 40 5,533 30 10 Porter Lake near Greenhead 943 106 ok bob.
TR 134 Crystal Lake near Lutz 13 21 1,580 154 Pretty Lake near Citrus Park 79 700 eecropee
165 Cypress Lake near St. Cloud? 43 4,085 41 148 Rainbow Lake near Citrus Park 48 1,015
. - . " P q 114 Lake Dan near Odessa 18 37 1,207 210 Reedy Lake near Frostproof3 3,454 50
s ke 5 7 2
nugg;:”a);ell‘r;&aﬂsﬁi:kes are small. The following tabulation shows the distribution of the lakes by size. The 19 Dead Lake near Wewahitchkad 20 3,663 47 168 Lake Rochelle near Lake Alfred? 581 152
. _ _ 180 Deer Lake near Winter Haven 23 124 479 195 Lake Rosalie near Lake Wales? 4,592 34
[> = greater than, < = less than] %S "
15 Deer Point Lake near Panama City? 23 5,000 32 144 Round Lake near Lutz 9 2,123
151 Lake Deeson near Lakeland 27 116 503 53 Lake Rousseau near Dunnellon2 4,163 40
Number of named lakes 66 Lake Dora at Mount Dora3 49 4,437 38 190 Lake Ruby near Waverly3 253 268
Surface area Greater Less Number of Total 54 Lake Dorr near Altoona3 19 1,712 77 145 Saddleback Lake near Lutz 34 1,230
Square than 10 than 10 No unnamed number of 142 Dossen Lake near Lutz 14 10 2,100 14 Sampala Lake near Greenville 453 185
miles Acres years record years record record lakes lakes! 189 Eagle Lake at Eagle Lake? 17 [ s 659 138 25 Lake Sampson near Starke3 2,071 67
103 East Lake Tohopekaliga at St. Cloud3 37 ] 11,950 12 27 Sand Hill Lake near Keystone Heights 1,250 87
>80 >51,200 1 0 0 0 1 153 Echo Lake near Citrus Park 25 a 25 1,372 35 Santa Fe Lake near Keystone Heights3 5,299 31
>40 >25,600 6 0 0 0 6 197 Edward Medard Reservoir at Pleasant? 15 20 1,700 193 Scott Lake near Lakeland3 287 253
>20 >12,800 10 0 1 0 11 198 Lake Effie at Lake Wales 17 102 560 203 Seminole Lake near Largo 684 133
>10 > 6,400 22 0 1 0 23 169 Lake Ellen near Sulphur Springs 25 50 955 2 Lake Seminole near Chattahoochee? 37,500 3
>1 >640 89 22 29 4 144 60 Lake Eustis at Eustis? 49 7,806 17 84 Lake Sherwood near Orlando 120 496
26° >5 >320 116 59 63 16 254 175 Lake Fannie near Florence Villa3 18 833 113 224 Lake Sirena at Lake Placid® 149 400
— >.25 >160 141 72 165 80 458 219 Lake Francis near Lake Placid3 25 530 166 174 Lake Smart near Florence Villa3 279 257
>.16 >100 164 72 an 188 79 70 Lake Francis near Plymouth 26 33 1,250 49 Smith Lake near Candlers 82 175 BROWARD
= >10 224 350 ;1-600 :4-300 :5»500 201 Lake Garfield near Alturas® 16 664 137 92 South Lake near Vineland 128 476
_ <10 228 350 2,900 4,300 7,800 34 Lake Geneva at Keystone Heights3 28 1,746 76 82 Spring Lake at Orlando 35 1,225 ET COLLIER 233§
141 Lake Gentry near St. Cloud3 19 1,797 73 143 Starvation Lake near Lutz 50 1,000
1A series of impoundments in south Florida, which collectively cover about 1,350 square miles, are sometimes listed 46 Lake George near Salt Springs? 29 [} 46,780 2 135 Lake Stemper near Lutz 126 477 I N S 3 —
as lakes. These areas are better described as seasonal storage areas. 150 Lake Gibson near Lakeland? 21 477 176 132 Sunset Lake near Lake Fern 38 1,180
2Figures are approximate. 36 Governor Hill Lake near Old Town 10 153 390 13 Lake Talquin near Bloxham?2 6,850 21
38 Lake Grfmdin near Interlachen? 28 354 225 140 Lake Tarpon near Tarpon Springs?® 2,534 58
AVAILABILITY OF DATA 59 Lake Griffin at Leesburg? 49 10,660 14 199 Taylor Avenue Reservoir at Largo? 14 1,900
11 Gully Lake near Greenhead 18 685 132 129 Lake Taylor near Odessa 43 1,100
The U.S. Geological Survey has data on stage or water quality for about 1,400 sites on approximately 600 lakes. 179 Lake Hamilton near Lake Hamilton3 40 2,170 65 104 Lake Thomas at Drexel 162 380
Statistically useful long-term data exist for 233 lakes, including most of the larger lakes in the State. A similar report 192 Lake Hancock near Highland City3 28 4,541 36 125 Lake Thomas near Lutz 62 854
for streams with 10 or more years of record was published by the Florida Bureau of Geology (Foose and Sohm, 1983). Of 127 Hanna Lake near Lutz 24 29 1,335 171 Lake Th near Th 824 114 MON ROE
the 23 lakes with a surface area greater than 10 square miles, only Crescent Lake in the St. Johns River basin does not 65 Lake Harris at Leesburg3 44 17,650 9 101 Lake Tohopekaliga at Kissimmee3 18,790 8
have at least 10 years of stage or water-quality data. Table 1, which lists the lakes alphabetically by major name, 96 Lake Hart near Narcoossee3 28 1,841 71 22 Townsend Pond near Mayo 111 519
includes a bar that indicates the frequency and year that stage records and other data were collected. 176 Lake Hartridge at Winter Haven3 32 437 190 232 Lake Trafford near Immokalee 1,485 82
An analysis of years of record for the 233 lakes is as follows: 116 Lake Harvey near Lutz 15 21 1,600 91 Trout Lake near Clermont3 163 379
183 Lake Hatchineha near Lake Wales3 37 [} 6,636 22 67 Tsala Apopka Lake at Floral City3
Number Number 112 Lake Helene near Polk City 24 54 909 57 Tsala Apopka Lake at Hernando? 19,000 q
Years of record of lakes Years of record of lakes 164 Lake Henry near Haines City 20 861 112 61 Tsala Apopka Lake at Inverness®
79 Lake Highland at Orlando 14 [ ] 30 1,285 131 Turkey Ford Lake near Lutz 93 603 !
h 19 103 40 th h 49 32 :
20 through 20 6 s H 118 Lake Hobbs at Lutz 39 6 780 55 Lake Umatilla at Umatilla 165 377 - A %
30 through 39 27 181 Lake Howard at Winter HBVEI;Aa 40 634 142 194 Valrico Lake at Valrico 130 468 = 133
223 Lake Huntley near Lake Placid3 13 676 136 137 Van Dyke Lake near Lutz 13 2,000 r
25° | . . . 3 Lake Iamonia near Bradfordville® 19 a| e 5,680 29 8 Wages Pond near Greenhead 100 568 E I~ w
The Survey stores water-relaf.ed data in a com.puter data base cglled.WAtI‘STORE. These data are also available in 95 Lake Iola near San Antonio 19 104 555 200 Lake Wales at Lake Wales3 330 235 = (2] 1526
printed annual reports for Flonfla at U.S. Geological Survey offices in Mlamn_, Orlando, Tallahassee, and Tampa, and in 120 Island Ford Lake near Odessa 14 96 587 206 Walsingham Reservoir near Indian Rocks? 5 2,606 m|®
a data base called STORET maintained by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 220 Lake Istokpoga near De Soto City? 44 27,500 6 217 Ward Lake near Bradenton 58 858 10 153
83 Lake Ivanhoe at Orlando 17 122 491 121 Lake Washington near Eau Gallie3 2,665 56 13D
SELECTED REFERENCES 216 Lake Jackson at Sebring3 40 3,244 54 37 Waters Lake near Trenton 183 332 ; g
1 Lake Jackson near Paxton3 15 253 267 51 Lake Weir at Oklawaha3 5,760 27 —
Bishop, E. W., 1967, Florida lakes—Parts I and II: Florida Board of Conservation, Division of Water Resources, 62 p. 7 Lake Jackson near Tallahassee3 34 4,001 44 73 Lake Wekiva near Maitland 190 322 o) (9] N
Cooke, C. W., 1939, Scenery of Florida interpreted by a geologist: Florida Geological Survey Bulletin 17, 118 p. 69 Lake Jessup near Sanford? 16 1,792 18 205 Lake Weohyakapka at Indian Lake Estates? 7,555 19 o! I /
Dickinson, R. E., Brezonik, P. L., Huber, W. C., and Heaney, J. P,, 1982, Gazetteer of Florida Lakes: Florida Water 86 Johns Lake at Oakland3 26 2,411 59 63 West Crooked Lake near Eustis 107 542 /
Resources Center, University of Florida, Publication 63, 194 p. 30 Lake Johnson near Keystone Heights 24 441 189 161 Lake Whistler near Auburndale 78 707 2
Fernald, E. A, and others, 1982, Water resources atlas of Florida: Florida State University, Tallahassee, 291 p. 218 Lake Josephine near De Soto City3 30 1,240 88 178 White Trout Lake near Sulphur Springs 75 720 o 582 4
Florida Board of Conservation, 1969, Florida lakes—Part III: Florida Board of Conservation—Division of Water 146 Lake Juanita near Citrus Park 14 24 1,420 212 Lake Wimauma at Wimauma 137 445 | é
Resources, 145 p. 136 Lake Juliana near Polk City 24 919 108 52 Lake Winnemissett near De Land 169 372
Foosez D. W, and Sohm, J. E., 1983, Long-term streamflow stations in Florida 1980: Florida Bureau of Geology Map 221 Lake June-in-Winter near Lake Placid3 40 3,662 48 47 Lake Winona near De Land 156 387 G
Series 107. 40 Lake Kanapaha at Arredondo 14 204 301 58 Lake Yale at Grand Island near Leesburg? 4,030 43 580 =
Heath, R. C., and Conover, C. S., 1981, Hydrologic almanac of Florida: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 126 Keene Lake near Lutz 21 31 1,260
81-1107, 239 p. _ . . . » ) . 115 Lake Kell near Lutz 14 31 1,270
Kenner, W. E., 1964, Maps showing depths of selected lakes in Florida: Florida Geological Survey Information Circular 45 Lake Kerr near Eureka3 46 4,484 37 1A1l named lakes considered. Rank approximate below 200 acres (0.31 square miles) 0 5 10 MILES
40, 82 p. 124 Keystone Lake near Odessa 39 388 210 2 .
Rickert, D. A., and Spieker, A. M., 1971, Real-estate lakes: U.S. Geological Survey Circular 601-G, 19 p. 106 King Lake at Drexel 18 123 487 agaknmade ladkes;;ese.rvolrs inal L ! J 0 10 20 30 40 50 MILES
Swanson, H. F, 1984, How declining rainfall hurts the aquifer: Orlando Sentinel. g O e State/euTYeyE: e =
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