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INTRODUCTION 07
30°— This map and accompanying table delineate the “river basins” and the
“Hydrologic Units” in Florida. A river basin consists of a drainage system 08
composed of a surface stream or a body of surface water together with all
tributary surface streams and bodies of water. A river basin contributes 09
runoff to a stream and is bounded by a drainage divide.
A _Hydro]ogic Uni't is a geographic area designate.d as a basis for —30°
cataloging and processing the large volumes of hydrologic data and other 10
information that are accumulating in the National Water Data network.
Retrieval and statistical analysis of the large volumes of hydrologic data in 11
storage are handled by means of an electronic computer system.
RIVER BASINS POLITICAL SUBDIVISION CODE 12
River basins in Florida may encompass many square miles, such as the The “Political Subdivision Code” provides a basis for cataloging and
Suwannee River basin, or less than a square mile, such as a small basin that retrieving hydrologic and other data by political units as well as by 13
is tributary to a tributary of the Suwannee River basin. Delineating the hydrologic units.
drainage divide of a river basin is prerequisite to evaluating the hydrology The Political Subdivision Code has been adopted from “Counties and 14
of the stream system within that basin. In particular, a determination of the County equivalents of the States of the United States” presented in Federal
drainage area of a basin is needed for an estimation of the amouat of runoff Information Processing Standards Publication 6-2, issued by the National
available as water supply, for flood evaluation and forecasting, for design of Bureau of Standards (1973) in which each county or county equivalent is Accounting and cata-
various water control and drainage works, and for water management, identified by a 2-character State code and a 3-character county code. The loging unit boundaries
regulation, and allocation. The drainage divide is commonly delineated by State code for Florida is 12. The county codes are shown in the
29° using topographic maps which show altitudes of the land surface. On such a accompanying table but are not shown on the map.
map, a line is drawn along the ridge or drainage divide that separates
adjacent stream valleys. If the line is begun at the mouth of a stream and is SELECTED REFERENCES
drawn along the drainage divide so as to completely encircle the stream, its
tributaries, and the land drained by the system, the line is the basin Healy, Henry G. )
boundary and the land within it is the drainage basin. 1962 Piezometric surface and areas of artesian flow of the Floridan aquifer 3
In Florida, which for the most part has little topographic relief, in Florida, July 6-17, 1961: Florida Geol. Survey Map Series 4. —129
drainage divides are difficult to delineate and even after being delineated, Hyde, Luther W.
frequently can be hydrologically misleading. Where the ridge between 1965 Principal aquifers in Florida: Florida Geol. Survey Map Series 16.
basins is indistinct, such as the one between the S@. Johns River basin above S C o HYDROLOGIC UNITS, NAMES, AND AREAS, IN SQUARE MILES, FOR THE SOUTH ATLANTIC—GULF REGION 03 IN FLORIDA
the Oklawaha River and the Kissimmee River basin, and is low enough to be Kenner, W. "_Pr ide R. W--_“d RGVar, C » . (Number in parenthesis following name refers to designaton on superseded Map Series 28.)
topped by floodwaters, it functions as a basin boundary only part of the 1967 Drainage basins in Florida: Florida Geol. Survey Map Series 28. e oy
time. During floods, water in one basin thus can move to an adjacent basin Langbein, W. B. U Account- 2% Drainage Ad E -
and run off through the stream system of the adjacent basin. Where the g196o (and Iseri, Kathleen T.), General introduction and hydrologic defini- "o ingUnit (508 Name of Hydrologic Unit Arcal ,:;:z i,‘w{?.::z ::;:52
ridges between basins are particularly low, for example south of Lake tions: U. S. Geol. Survey Water-Supply Paper 1541-A, 29 p. 07 ALTAMAHLA_ST. MARYS RIVERS 700
Okeechobee, natural drainage divides are somewhat indeterminate. h 02 St. Marys_ Satilla Rivers e 1
An area effectively encircled by dikes and levees can be treated as a U. 8. Department of Agriculture X 3 . 3 04 St. Mirys River Basin (09C) ...... 965
basin because the dikes and levees form artificial divides. In a large area 1963 Atlas of river basins of the United States: Soil Conservation Service, 05 Coastal area between St. Marys and St. Johns River (09D) . 435
where dikes and canals occur in great profusion, natural divides are not 79 maps. 08 ST. JOHNSRIVER ... ... .. ... ... ...
functional because runoff can be diverted across these divides to another 1970 Atlas of river basins of the United States: Soil Conservation Service, 01 St. Johns River Basin
basin with relative ease. In southern Florida natural basin and subbasin 82 maps. 01 St. Johns River Basin above Okalawaha River (09E1) 3,753
boundaries may not be permanent because construction of drainage canals . 02 Okalawaha River Basin (09E2) ...................... 2,718
28°— and dike systems is a continuing process. U. S. Geological Survey o ) i 03 St. Johps River Basin below Oklawaha River (09E3) . 2,645
Although a basin boundary consisting of a distinct ridge indicates that 1951 Inter-Agency coordination of drainage area data in Notes on Hydro- e ascElorids CoRstal S ioils ih. ol R B et
surface water does not cross the boundary in either direction to add to or to logic Actiities: Bulletin nosid, November 1901, /48, p: g; gz::::} ::2: ‘Gﬁi::ﬁ gmz‘:;‘:&;ﬂ:ﬁ f:;cseegzslﬁ’: IIxnnllceet,t(((ggpl'()AJ ;gg
subtract from the flow of the stream system, it does not follow that all the 1951 Surface water supply of the United States: U. S. Geol. Survey Water- 03 Coastal area Sebastian Inlet to St. Lucie River (10A) ............ el 487
surface-water flow in the system in Florida originates in the basin. The Supply Papers, U. S. Govt. Printing Office. 09 SOUTHERN FLORIDA ...
hydraulic highs of the ground-water system in Florida, a system repre- : | N 01 Lake Okeechobee inflow ... ... ... .. — o
sznted primarily by the Florida aquifer, do not coincide with the topographic 1961 Offx.ce of Witer, Data, Coordination:sSou(h Adanniciond Gulf Coagt 01 Kissimmee River Bavsvin (001) 1 ) TR s T T el B 2,933 o
highs of the surface-drainage system. Accordingly, the flow of most streams drainage area: Maps 9, 10, 11, 12. 02 Taylor Creek Basin and inflow to Lake Okeechobee from North (10B1) . .. "213
in Florida is not consistently related to the size of the drainage basin. For 1973 Office of Water Data Coordination, Catalog of Information on Water 03 Fisheating Creek Basin and inflow to Lake Okeechobee from Northwest (10B1) ... .......... .......... ... 880
example, additions to normal basin flow can come from springs whose source Data— 1972 edition (21 volumes by Region, 86 maps showing location 02 Lake Okeechobee .............
of water is outside the drainage basin. Conversely, deficiencies in flow result of water-quality stations, and 86 maps showing location of streamflow g; Eﬁ: (}kgecho?ﬂee (1&32) o coas Al 1082) 696
from natural “non-contributing areas” in a basin and from man-made inter- and stage stations): Reston, Va. 03 FlorigaaB:;aaX;diﬁl; Fle;side; ;:g,:s(:og;:a( s ?’g?,g
basin diversions. “Non-contributing areas,” such as Paynes Prairie in the ¥ , i iz Ovbress Swampand southwesteri coastal aren (10B2).-. ’
western part of the Oklawaha River basin, are small basins without surface 1975 Hydrologic Unit Map—1975, State of Florida, scale 1:500,000. gg ?1% cyp{esslswgi:}’ ei?gosé’;)t e et e () ¢ f'gg
outlets that lie within a larger basin. Water from such basins may flow to U. S. National Bureau of Standards 10 PEACE, WITHLACOOCHEE, HILLSBOROUGH RIVERS AND ;
adjacent basins by means of the underlying aquifer system. 1973 Counties and county equivalents of the States of the United States: WESTERN COASTAL AREA .
The areal extent of the basins which are fully enclosed—those that U. S. Dept. Commerce, Federal Information Processing Standards 01 PeaceRiver ..............
drain to a common point on a stream—are given in square miles under Pub. 6-2, 35 p. 01 Peace River Basin (10D) . 2,403
Drainage Area in the table. The drainage areas listed include the parts that Siwatertt Council 02 Myakka River Basin (10E) ... 550
are in Alabama or Georgia. The areas of poorly defined interbasin coastal U. S. Water Resources, Counci ' ) ) 03 Charlotte Harbor and coastal area (10C) . .......... ... .. ..o e e 625
that do not drain to a point, and intervening and partial drainage areas 1970 Water resources regions and subregions for the national assessment 02 TampaBay ... R IR T TR CRIVRUTI VRIS IR ST. LUCIE
arees a poin i i . of water and related land resources: Washington, D.C., 188 p. 01 Coastal area between Myakka and Manatee Rivers (10F) . . 425
are given under Hydrologic Units (Accounting and Cataloging) in table 1 and 02 Manatee River Basin (10F) ... ................. 350
27°— include only those parts that are in Florida. U. S. Weather Bureau 03 Little Manatee River Basin (10F) . 211
The areal extent of drainage basins is determined by using standard 1961 River basin maps showing hydrologic stations in Notes on Hydrologic 04 Alafia River Basin (10F) ... .. 420
procedures outlined in Bulletin 4 of the Subcommittee on Hydrology, Activities, Bull. 11, April 1961. 05 Hillsboro River Basin (10H) .. 690
Federal Inter-Agency River Basin Committee (1951). Drainage areas are 06 Tampa Bay and Coastal areas (10F-10J) ................... 877
revised periodically as new standard topographic maps become available in 07 Coastal area from Tampa Bay to Withlacoochee River (10J) . . 1,201
accordance with the responsibiliy given to the Water Resources Division of 08 Withlacoochee River Basin(09G) ......................... 2,059 -~ S P
the U. S. Geological Survey by the Subcommittee on Hydrology. Drainage 1 5 S%W%I;II‘EE ANE gUCtHiLA RIVERS . . 7
areas given in the table represent summations of smaller drainage areas ucilla River and Coastalarea ................ e
detemgined in fulfillment of this responsibility. Drainage areas contributing . wgf;:f::fgyx:}g;&‘;sm area between Withlacoochee and i Oheechobee
to streams at gaging stations are publis}}ed annually by the Geological 02 Coastal area between Suwannee and AucnllaRlvers(OQK) ---------------------------------------- 1,892
Survey in “Surface Water Records of Florida.” 03 Aucilla River Basin (11A) 156
02 Suwannee River
HYDROLOGIC UNITS 01 Suwannee River Basin above Withlacoochee River
Hydrologic Units depict the basin areal planning units and form a excluding Alapaha River Basin (09J1) ............................. 912
national system for cataloging hydrologic and other information. The 02 Alapaha River Basin (09J2) ........ g 112 -
boundaries of Hydrologic Units coincide with those of river basins but also 03 Withlacoochee River Basin (09J3) ........... R LR R SR ER TR R SRR PP ER PR 275
delineate areas such as intervening segments of drainage areas and islands, o S": anne; River Basin below Withlacoochee River excluding
estuaries, coastal lands, and other similar areas that are not part of river FLORIDA POLITICAL SUBDIVISION CODE 06 Snn::t;e ;i?;:e];agia:l(%%')’m i'ggz
basins. 'Ijhe Hy drolog_lc Unit code consists of an exgh't digit QOde representing (Adapted from “Counties and county equivalents of the States of the United States”) 12 OCHLOCKONEE RIVER .
the Region, Subregion, Accounting, and Cataloging Unit. The Regions, 00 Ochlockoniee River
Subregio.ns and Account%ng Units are aggregates of the Cataloging Units. County County 01 St. Marks and Wakulla Rivers and coastal area between Aucilla and
The Regions and Subregions are currently (1975) used by the U. S. Water : Ochlockonee Rivers (11B) 1.047
26° }— Resources Council for comprehensive planning, including the National Alachua Hamilton ........... 03 Ochlockonee River Basin (11C) 1:277
Assessment, and as a standard geographical framework for more detailed Baker ... . Hardee .. ) APALACHICOLA, CHATTAHOOCHEE, AND FLINTRIVERS
water and related land-resources planning. The Accounting and Cataloging gay dfo d """""" gendry d . 00 Apalachicola River
Units are those currently (1975) in use by the U. S. Geological Survey for B::v;;; Hfr:; : d: i Pasch 101 04 Lower Chattahoochee (11E2) . .. 191
managing the National Water Data Network. Broward . . Hif‘lsborouél:n o057 Pinellas . 103 11 Apalachicola River (11E7) ... .. 1,061
The boundaries as shown on the map have been adapted from “The Callioin .. .. Holmes 059 Polk 105 12 Chipola River Basin (L1EB) ......... : : 1,020 —] 26"
Catalog of Information on Water Data” (1972), “Water Resources Regions Gin RiveE . = b Coastal area between Ochlockonee and Apalachicola Rivers (11D) .. 557
. h Charlotte . Indian River ........ 061 Putnam . ... 107 14 Apalachicola Bay coastal area and offshore islands (11E7) ......... 252
and Subregions for the National Assessment of Water and Related land Citrus .. ...... . Jackson ............ 063 St. Johns .. 109 7 CHOCTAWHATCHEE, YELLO
Resources” by the U. S. Water Resources Council (1970), “River Basins of Clay .... Jefferson . 065 St. Lucie . . . L1 o1 Florida Panhandle Coastal W, AND ESCAMBIA RIVERS .
the United States” by the U. S. Soil Conservation Service (1963, 1970), and Collier .. .. Lafayette Santa Rosa . 113 01 St. Andrew Bay, inflow atid coastalidres wWF 1.351
“River Basin _Maps Showing Hydrologic Statxon§" by the Inter- Columbia ... Sarasota ... 115 02 Choctawhatchee Bay, inflow and coastal area (12B) . . . '692
Agency Committee on Water Resources, Subcommittee on Hydrology Dade ....... Seminole 117 03 Yellow River Basin (12C) 858
(1961). The boundaries also have been adopted by the Florida Department of DeSoto ... Sumter . ... 119 04 Blackwater River Basin (12D) 700
Natural Resources and provide a cataloging system for the five Water Dixie . .. Suwannee . 121 05 Escambia Bay, inflow and coastal area (12B-12E4) . . 542
Management Districts whose boundaries are hydrologic in nature. Duval ... Taylor ... 123 06 Perdido River Basin (12F) ....................... 252
The Cataloging Units shown will supplant the Cataloging Units Escambia . .. 033 Union‘ 5 251,125 07 Perdido Bay, mfl.ow and coastal area L P R P R 133
previously used by the U. S. Geological Survey in its Catalog of Information :l:il]:ﬁn' rok 833 Xv?gs'l‘l‘a‘ . i;; 02 P Ch;:z’%g‘;?{;‘;g;v" Basin . v ioa
clagf Wat_er Datva (1"966-72) anq as portrayed by Mag Series 28, .Dramage Gadsden .. 039 Walt:n e 03 Choctawhatchee River below Pea River (1A4) . ... ... .. ... 1,430
asins in Florida,” of the Florida Board of Conservation. The previous U. S. Gilchrist . 041 Washington 133 03 Eacambia River Basin ....oo0.0.onr.:
Geological Survey Catalog-Indexing System was by map number and letter, Glades ... ‘ " 043 Nassau ... og9 o ow 04 Lower Conecub RIVEr(12E1) . ... .. .o ohilhfiofoieiviom soss wiesninsavas sosbs sarans o ds 5o 8
such as 12B. Gulf 045 05 Escambia River (12E4) 417
Florida is within the South Atlantic-Gulf Region of the U. S. Water 1 Toq) in adi
25— Resources Council (03). The 8 Subregions (Nos. 7-14) in Florida are indicated T e T e T
by color shading on the map and are named in the table. Presently 53 I, L .0" R
cataloging units are recognized and listed in the table. Additional cataloging Note: To convert to square kilometers multiply square miles by 2.59. 4
or sub-units may be added as needed to delineate drainage basins of small
tributary streams, bays, or estuaries. Some Hydrologic Units, primarily the
Cataloging Units, given in the table include poorly defined coastal areas that l —425°
do not drain to a point, and intervening and partial drainage areas. The l y
areas of the Hydrologic Units given in the table include only those in
Florida. ¥,
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