Volume 4, Issue 11

June 12, 2015

Upcoming Events
Juneiis ...

Great Oudoors Month
National Safety Month

Free Snorkel Tours Series
Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves
June and July — Check dates
Gasparilla Marina

Placida

Free Dewatering Workshop
Wed., June 17; 1 — 4 p.m.

Northwest District Office
Pensacola

What's Going On

Nature Never Ceases to Amaze

Bucket orchids (Coryanthes)
produce aromatic oils for
one purpose — it's a cologne
for bees. The male Euglossa
bee collects the esters and
other fragrant chemicals
from the flower to impress
the ladies, but in their
excitement and jostling they
often fall into the water-
filled bucket of the flower.
Their wet wings and the
slippery sides make their escape almost impossible,
except through a very narrow escape tunnel with
bee-sized footholds. It takes the bees about 30
minutes to climb out to
safety, but not before
being covered with a
pollinium, an aggregated
mass of pollen grains.
On their next dip into a bucket orchid, the pollinium
rubs off onto the stigma inside the entrance to the
escape tunnel. The scent droplets produced by the
plant dry up by the time the bees have escaped the
flower, which encourages the bee to visit another
flower the next time.

(Courtesy: GTMNERR)

Mangrove Outreach Training

The Northeast District’s environmental resource
permitting and compliance assurance staff recently
P provided a
workshop on
mangroves to
the public in St.
Augustine. The
presentation
focused on
the three area
mangrove
species, their
importance in
creating habitat and providing shoreline protection,
their economic value and understanding the
regulations on trimming and altering the protected
species. A local, professional mangrove trimmer
showed attendees the proper mangrove trimming
procedures. The field session consisted of a short
walk to identify the invasive Brazilian pepper in the
area and how to properly measure and trim the
black mangrove.
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In partnership with the Marine Resources Coun-
cil, staff from the Central District recently hosted
several
mangrove
workshops
for land-
scapers,
consul-
tants and
home-
owners.
More than
40 par-
ticipants
received training about regulations and best man-
agement practices for the maintenance of man-
groves. The free workshops were part of an effort
to heighten awareness about the ecological impor-
tance of mangroves and proactively help property
owners avoid potential compliance issues, learn

to identify the three species and proper trimming
procedures.

Joint Technical Training Conference

John Pope, Northwest
District’s potable water
| section supervisor, provided
==| the Florida Drinking Water
regulatory update at the
annual Florida/Alabama
g% Joint Technical Training
; # Conference. This year’s
| o ] F conference, hosted by
? — ‘ Alabama, was held in
| | Orange Beach. Nearly 500
water and wastewater
=== professionals attended the
conference, which provided a great opportunity to
give an update on Florida’s recent rule changes and
sampling requirements, as well as to share ideas
and learn from the stakeholders.

NED Provides Consumer Confidence Report
Workshops

Every year,
the district’s

| Compliance
Assurance
Program’s
drinking

| water staff

B works with
the Florida
Rural Water
Association to assist community drinking water
systems workers to complete the required annual
Consumer Confidence Reports. A total of 52 system
representatives attended the three workshops and
73 reports were completed. The free assistance
provided to 35% of the district’s 203 community
water systems saving an estimated $18,250.

RBNERR's First Turtle Nest

Intern Sarah Norris, during her first week of turtle
patrol at Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve, spotted the first turtle nest of the season.
What a nice start to summer!

Food Trucks are Here!

Folks at Tallahassee’s
= Douglas, Carr and

/o— o\ m annex buildings have
some tantalizing options
for breakfast and lunch during the month of June.
Food trucks with a variety of cuisines — Mexican,
Hawaiian, American, Cajun and more — will be
parked and serving up some some tasty items.

Kudos ... and Other News

CD Permitting Staff Assist with FELI Project

The Florida
Engineering
Leadership Institute
was created with the
| mission to transition
| engineering

™ professionals

into community

| professionals

.| and leaders

& within societies,

communities and workplaces. FELI also
provides networking across the current
and past classes, serving as an outreach
group to business and community
leaders. As part of the FELI Class of
2015, Central District’s permitting staff
participated in several community service
tasks, including a hands-on project

at Give Kids the World. It's a 70-acre
resort in Kissimmee with one goal — “to
provide memorable, magical and cost-
free experiences to children with life-
threatening ilinesses and their families.”
The FELI class raised more than $2,700
to purchase material to refurbish the
train ride at the village and spent two Saturdays cutting and
installing new train track along the entire ride!

World Oceans Day

The Southeast

| District participated
in the South Florida
Science Center

and Aquarium’s
World Oceans

Day event. Staff
educated attendees
on the Coral Reef

| Protection Act, and
they also shared
with children

how they can help the environment by recycling. Booth visitors
received park passes as an invitation to visit Florida’s award-
winning state parks.

Connecting Science and Management

Tampa Bay Aquatic Preserves staff provided a tour and overview
of the preserves’ 58 et e

program for

staff from
Representative
Chris Latvala’s
office. Staff

also visited with
students from
the Ohio State
University’s Buck-
I-Serv team who
were in town on
an alternative spring break to help clear exotic vegetation and
install interpretive trail signs on spoil islands in the preserves.
Discussions focused on the distinction between parks and aquatic
preserves management models and ways the program partners
with the Division of Recreation and Parks, the county and local
governments to meet their mission of protecting coastal resources
for wildlife and people.

Training at Pinellas Utilities

At the request of Pinellas County Utilities for their collections staff

and the municipalities within the county, Southwest District staff
provided prevention and response training on sanitary sewer
overflow. A total of 136 county employees attended the three
sessions.

SD Hosts Successful Wastewater Operator Training

The South District hosted a series of wastewater operator
short classes last month. Sessions were offered in Fort Myers,
Sarasota and Sebring with 118 operators and other utility
personnel attending the one-day training. The goal was to
provide attendees with the information they need to help keep

their facilities in compliance and result in a successful DEP
inspection. DEP presenters discussed the typical operation and
maintenance issues found during inspections, tips and tricks for
filling out Discharge Monitoring Reports correctly, how to sign up
for and use EzDMR and reviewed sampling standard operating
procedures. Outreach and business support teams assisted in
marketing the training district-wide using a series of GovDelivery
emails to communicate with the operators and manage the RSVP
list through SurveyGizmo. Licensed wastewater operators earned
0.6 CEUs for attending.

Lights ... Camera ... Action!

The South District's Safety Palooza got off to a running start with
an action-packed safety version of Family Feud. The suspense
was high as the teams tried to guess
the most popular answers to the
Safety Survey and steal points from
the opposing team. After a review of
the Hurricane Preparedness Plan, staff
broke into groups of two and with
short scenarios for each, learned to be
attentive to non-verbal communication
when speaking to others. The
challenges continued with relays to
demonstrate how to correctly wear
personal protection equipment, proper
glove removal techniques, hand-
washing, safety triangle assembly

and proper vehicle safety equipment.
After a review of First Report of Incidents and Workers Comp
procedures, a winning team was named.

NED Participates in Westview’s Green Week

Northeast District staff recently participated, for the fourth
consecutive year,
in Duval County’s
Westview K-8

, | School’s Green
¥ | Week, which
celebrates Earth
Day with displays
and interactive
events. District
staff promoted
recycling with
the students collecting used plastic grocery bags, cell phones
and chargers. Nearly 1,000 grocery bags were collected, which
teachers will use for waste diaper disposal. The 30 used cell
phones and 10 chargers, valued at more than $1,200, will be
donated to the local nonprofit organization, the Hubbard House.

171 Days Left

As predicted by the National Weather Service, the 2014 hurricane season was a pretty quiet one. A few tropical storms
became hurricanes, but only one impacted the Gulf or Atlantic coasts, brushing the North Carolina shores.

The 2015 hurricane season began June 1 and ends Nov. 30. Although seemingly to refute such a season exists, in early
May, along came Ana — the first named storm of the 2015 Atlantic tropical storm season. Still, if most storm predictions
from the weather experts are accurate, 2015 should be a fairly quiet season.

It's easy to become complacent over time, but it only takes a small effort to review disaster preparedness plans — just in
case. Having a plan and being prepared can save lives, homes, businesses and money.

Knowing where evacuation routes are and how to get there, where fuel is available and pet-friendly shelter locations can
mean the difference between being in a safe location should a hurricane hit your area or being trapped without food or

water for days.

Here are some basic things to review with family members for the 2015 hurricane season:

Make, or update, your preparedness plan at www.FLGetAPlan.com.

2. Ensure you have at least a three-day supply of food and water, for you and your pets, as well as a battery-operated

radio and extra batteries.

3. Determine an alternative evacuation route should trees be down, roads flooded or in case of a long-term power

outage.

4. Find out where emergency shelters will be, and if applicable, if they allow pets.

Get a plan and be safe.

| Florida State Parks

Photo Contest Winner — May 2015
Myakka River State Park

2/ One of Florida’s oldest state parks offers overnighters log cabins that
were built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps, as well as
full-facility and primitive campsites.

The Myakka River and two lakes provide freshwater fishing
opportunities, along with boating, canoeing and kayaking.

For hikers, 38 miles of loop trails wind through backcountry roads, live oak and palm hammocks, pine flatwoods and dry
prairies. Bicyclists can enjoy seven miles of paved trails that wind through shady hammocks and grassy marshes along

the Upper Lake shore.

The 37,000-acre park is a birders paradise, where wading birds, raptors, migratory birds, song birds and ducks all flock

to the diverse water- and landscapes.



http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDEP/bulletins/106d83f
https://www.fldepnet.org/sites/default/files/Dewatering%20Workshop%20flyer%202.pdf

