“Visualizing Earth Systems” at 18th Annual Earth Science Week
In celebration of the 18th annual Earth Science Week, the FGS hosted two days of events.  The theme this year, “visualizing earth systems,” was celebrated at the FGS’ new facility. On Thursday, October 15th, sixth grade science students from Maclay School and an introductory geology class from Tallahassee Community College came to learn about geology in Florida, what geologists do, and about the FGS Internship Program. 
On Friday, October 16, the FGS opened its doors to the public from noon until 6 p.m. to see the new FGS facility and what we have to offer. A geologic time scale chalked on the front driveway welcomed guests outside, along with the Mobile drill rig, a fossil dig for children, educational brochures, and friendly staff.  Upon entering the building, guests were greeted in the new Walter Schmidt Museum of Florida Geology.  Indoor “learning stations” included the Herman Gunter Library, an activity room where younger guests could make fossils by using shells and Play Doh, an offshore geophysics presentation, and a Suwannee Basin Spring studies presentation.  In addition, guests of all ages enjoyed exploring magnification of various rocks and minerals with microscopes, as well as learning about sample processing and 3D visualizations of geological data.  At times we were at full capacity as scores of people learned about Florida’s geology; they now have a better understanding of why the FGS mission is important to the state. 
Over the two days, more than 330 people attended the events, which is the largest attendance in the history of FGS’ Earth Science Week.  
Contact: Christopher P. Williams, P.G.
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