OGT assessment of the Cross-Seminole Trail potential surplus site

Section 10/15, Township 21S, Range 31E
Survey conducted 9/14/11

Alice M. Bard, Environmental Specialist II

FDEP/DRP, District 3

For this report, the subject parcel is broken into 3 separate sections: a small corridor segment running south of East Broadway Street, a longer corridor segment running north of East Broadway Street to East Franklin Street, and another small corridor segment running north of East Franklin Street (Figure 1).
For the small corridor segment that runs south of East Broadway Street:

The abandoned railway corridor has been historically and more recently disturbed.  According to the Soil Survey of Seminole County (Schellentrager and Hurt 1987), the soils in this segment are categorized as Arents, 0 to 5% slopes.  This soil consists of material dug from several areas with different kinds of soil-also known as fill material.  
There was an overstory largely comprised of native trees, with a diverse understory of herbaceous native vegetation and quite a few non-native (exotic) plant species.  The site appeared to be moderately well drained, with elevations sloping downward generally from north to south. The plant species observed within this corridor include (non-native species are denoted with an asterisk):

Laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia)

Slash pine (Pinus elliottii)

Red maple (Acer rubrum)

Wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera)
Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)

Common ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia)
Tall elephant’sfoot (Elephantopus elatus)
Elliott’s lovegrass (Eragrostis elliottii)

St. John’s-wort (Hypericum sp.)

Dwarf horseweed (Conyza canadensis)

Sabal palm (Sabal palmetto)

Peppervine (Ampelopsis arborea)

Noyau vine (Merremia dissecta)*

Partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata)

Cypressvine (Ipomoea quamoclit)*

Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)
Southern gaura (Gaura angustifolia)

Air-potato (Dioscorea bulbifera)*

Grape vine (Vitis sp.)

Greenbriar (Smilax bona-nox)

Elliott’s milkpea (Galactia elliottii)

Skunk vine (Paederia foetida)*

St. Augustine grass (Stenotaphrum secundatum)

Sprenger’s asparagus-fern (Asparagus aethiopicus)*

Purple passionflower (Passiflora incarnata)

Goldenrod (Solidago sp.)

Beggarticks (Bidens alba)

Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius)

Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua)
Carolina jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens)
Sedge (Rhynchospora sp.)

Citrus (Citrus sp.)*

Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Spanish moss (Tillandsia usneioides)

Ball moss (Tillandsia recurvata)

Dog fennel (Eupatorium sp.)

Blackberry (Rubus sp.)

Guinea grass (Panicum maximum)*

Chinaberry (Melia azederach)*

Spiderwort (Tradescantia ohiensis)

Cottonweed (Froehlichia floridana)

Tropical Mexican clover (Richardia brasiliensis)*

Wild lettuce (Lactuca americana)

Caesarweed (Urena lobata)*

Japanese climbing fern (Lygodium japonicum)*

Climbing hempvine (Mikania scandens)

Golden polypody (Phlebodium aureum)
Lyreleaf sage (Salvia lyrata)
Animals or animal sign encountered include (non-native species are denoted with an asterisk):

Brown anole (Anolis sagrei)*

Nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus)*
As noted above, the railway corridor has been historically and more recently disturbed. Some ballast rock still remains along the length of the corridor.  There are also scattered areas of debris from more recent times, such as chunks of asphalt, a cinderblock, pieces of concrete, yard debris (tree limbs), plastic plant pots, tires, miscellaneous household debris, and pieces of a wooden fence.  There is an overhead power line running along the south boundary of this southernmost section.  An object was found which may be associated with the current overhead power line, a previous power line, or perhaps something else.  It had a brown ceramic “roller” attached to and hanging between the prongs of a U-shaped piece of metal with a metal rod extending vertically out of the apex of the U.  A concrete pillar (approximately 5 ft x 6 in by 6 in) was found on the ground on top of a pile of ballast rock.
One fortuitous find of a historical nature was encountered along the south side of this section of the railroad corridor-a large (approximately 20 in diameter) rusted metal bucket filled with approximately 6.5 in long railroad spikes.  The GPS coordinates for this find are N 28.6691° W 81.20365°.  Photos of the bucket and spikes can be found in Figures 2-5.

On the southwest side of the corridor, but likely out of the right-of-way, two rough, non-standard sized bricks were also encountered; one was largely intact and the other was broken approximately in half.  Given the location of nearby Florida Master Site File recorded resources in the immediate vicinity of this section of the corridor, it cannot be ruled out that additional historical resources may be located in and/or immediately adjacent to this section of the parcel.
For the longer corridor segment running north of East Broadway Street to East Franklin Street:

This section of abandoned railway corridor has also been historically and more recently disturbed.  The Soil Survey of Seminole County (Schellentrager and Hurt 1987) lists three soil types in this section: 1) Arents 0 to 5% slopes (described above), 2) Myakka and EauGallie fine sands, and 3) Basinger, Samsula, and Hontoon soils, depressional.  Myakka and EauGallie fine sands are described as nearly level and poorly drained; they typically occur on broad plains in pine flatwoods.  Basinger, Samsula, and Hontoon soils, depressional are described as nearly level and very poorly drained, occurring in swamps and depressions.  
Elevation along the length of this segment varied greatly.  In general, elevation began sloping downward beginning at East Broadway Street heading approximately northeast.  A section of this segment has been designated as a wetland mitigation area; it appears that the railroad company elevated a portion of the trestle through this section. Immediately northeast of this wetland mitigation area, elevation slopes upward rather quickly.

There was an overstory largely comprised of native trees, with a diverse understory of herbaceous native vegetation and quite a few non-native (exotic) plant species. The plant species observed within this corridor include (non-native species are denoted with an asterisk):

Slash pine (Pinus elliottii)

Sabal palm (Sabal palmetto)

Guinea grass (Panicum maximum)*

Beggar-ticks (Bidens alba)

Air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera)*

Dog fennel (Eupatorium sp.)
Lantana (Lantana camara)*

Caesar-weed (Urena lobata)*

Saltbush (Baccharis halimifolia)

Cherry laurel 

Greenbriar (Smilax laurifolia)

Pepper-vine (Ampelopsis arborea)

Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)

Goldenrod (Solidago sp.)

Skunk vine (Paederia foetida)*

Camphortree (Cinnamomum camphora)*

(Merremia dissecta)*
Wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera)
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)

Dwarf horseweed (Conyza canadensis)

Elliott’s lovegrass (Eragrostis elliottii)

Partridge-pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata)

Red maple (Acer rubrum)

Laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia)

Beggarticks (Desmodium sp.)

Scarletcreeper (Ipomoea hederifolia)

Japanese climbing fern (Lygodium japonicum)*

Eastern poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans)
Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica)*

American elm (Ulmus americana)
Climbing hempvine (Mikania scandens)

Common buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)

Carolina willow (Salix caroliniana)

Witchgrass (Dichanthelium sp.)

Royal fern (Osmunda regalis var. spectabilis)
Carolina jessamine (Gelsemium carolinensis)

Bedstraw (Galium sp.)

Glossy privet (Ligustrum lucidum)*

Lyreleaf sage (Salvia lyrata)
Red mulberry (Morus rubra)

Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua)

Swamp dogwood (Cornus foemina)

Soft rush (Juncus effusus)
Camphorweed (Pluchea sp.)

Primrosewillow (Ludwigia sp.)
Creeping oxeye (Sphagneticola trilobata)*

Southern cattail (Typha latifolia)

Sedge (Cyperus sp.)
Smartweed (Polygonum hydropiperoides)

Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)

Florida elephant’s foot (Elephantopus elatus)
Woods basketgrass (Oplismenus hirtellus)
Camphortree (Cinnamomum camphora)*

Tuberous sword fern (Nephrolepis exaltata)*
Saw palmetto (Serenoa repens)
Red cedar (Juniperus silicicola)
Animals or animal sign encountered include (non-native species are denoted with an asterisk):

Palamedes swallowtail (Papilio palamedes)

Long-tailed skipper (Urbanus proteus)
Carolina wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus)
Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)
White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus)

Raccoon (Procyon lotor)
As noted above, the railway corridor has been historically and more recently disturbed. Quite a bit of ballast rock still remains along the length of the corridor; there is also a quantity of railroad ties scattered in some areas and loosely collected in other areas.  In addition, there are scattered areas of debris from more modern times, such as tires, bottles, miscellaneous household debris, car parts, carpeting, and yard debris.  

A railroad spike less than 6 in long was also encountered in the middle of the railway corridor (Figure 6), northeast of the wetland mitigation area.
For the small corridor segment running north of East Franklin Street:

This section of abandoned railway corridor has also been historically and more recently disturbed.  The Soil Survey of Seminole County (Schellentrager and Hurt 1987) the soil in this segment is categorized as Myakka and EauGallie fine sands, which is described above.  The elevation along the length of this segment sloped up generally from west to east.  

There was an overstory comprised of a mixture of native and non-native trees, with an understory largely dominated by non-native (exotic) plant species. The plant species observed within this corridor include (non-native species are denoted with an asterisk):

Chinaberry (Melia azederach)*

Leafless swallowwort (Cynanchum scoparium)

Guinea grass (Panicum maximum)*

Slash pine (Pinus elliottii)

Sabal palm (Sabal palmetto)

Partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata)

Beggarticks (Bidens alba)

Air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera)*

Pinquin (Bromelia pinquin)*
Carolina laurelcherry (Prunus caroliniana)
Camphor tree (Cinnamomum camphora)*

Laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia)

Carolina jessamine (Gelsemium carolinianum)

Unidentified fern

Animals or animal sign encountered included eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis).

As noted above, the railway corridor has been historically and more recently disturbed. Some ballast rock still remains along the length of the corridor.  In addition, there is scattered debris from more modern times, such as tires, cinderblocks, a bed frame, bottles, and miscellaneous household debris.  

Literature Cited:

Schellentrager, G.W. and G.W. Hurt.  1987.  Soil Survey of Seminole County.  U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, 164 pp + maps.


[image: image1.emf]
Figure 1.  Map of the Cross Seminole Trail parcel surveyed on 9/14/11.
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Figure 2.  Rusted bucket with railroad spikes found along the southern segment of the parcel. 
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Figure 3.  Rusted bucket with railroad spikes found along the southern segment of the parcel.  Pen added for size control.
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Figure 4.  Rusted bucket with railroad spikes found along the southern segment of the parcel. 
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Figure 5.  Rusted railroad spikes from above-referenced bucket; pen added for size control.  Size is approximately to scale. 
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Figure 6.  Rusted railroad spikes from the center segment of the Cross Seminole Trail parcel; pen added for size control.  Size is approximately to scale. 
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